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Borg vs 
McEnroe 

A I Kisi fiilin MtF.niiic of 

I \ I’.u I niti'd Sthas 

(11 .111 end Blitz’s 
;i»',uiu I, n>ii ol five con- 
st‘( mill' .I'.iis .11 till' Winib- 
li'doii Bmli lit them played 
unteit'iiiiiiiK ifiinis but, as 
M iF.ninc admitted laier, 
the kf\ to his success was 
his (Icx.istaiinK first serve 
He ii'alli deserved to win 
iii'i oiilv the singles title but 
als.) the doubles title part- 
nenng Peier Fleming This 
was leallv a iinic|ue feat 

But in spue ol McEnroe’s 
vutoiv, 1 still rate Boig as 
the genius, as the true 
ihatnpion He possesses all 
the legiiisites ot a real 
iliampi.'ii He IS plivsiiallv 
littei ,11"' in,"Halls supeiioi 
I'l n'i' ' .'I' 1 (Ills is what 

Ml I ', 11 s To domin 

<'!e ii" 'l>'•'iedon scene 
Int ■ '• e,sive years 

.I'l' ‘ . Ii iiemendous 

I" • PI' is leully un 

if'i.. '1 • sii .itter his de- 
1 > .11 .11 U’lmbledoii this yeai, 

II iMiiild lull be surpiising it 
B* 1, 'Mils (he title in futuie 

■ 111 Ills Ollier hand, one 
I .111111)1 deny, ot course, 
Mil 111'le s gieatness though 
:i' Is lai king in some depait- 
■nenis that make one truly 
I'leai His temperament is 
I nibtfiil He behaved very 
ii'ispoiiingly at Wimbledon 
Ihis year, calling an umpire 
an iiic'impetem tool and de- 
'i(i"iiciug anoihei as a dis 
gi.ice to humanity Apart 
li'ini this, he dia not aitend 
the tradition.il dinner If he 
is unable lo cuntiol his tem- 
pc*i, his piomising careei 
will be affei ted adversely I 
hope he will frv to leciily 
his shoitconnngs and act 
like a real spoilsman 

BASH AH hfIKI. 
ti,iub,ltl 

TAKING into CU'* consi'lera 
titin Boig s acliievenu ids at 
Wimbledon over the past 
lew veai s, many would wel¬ 
come this yeai’s e>it of the 
icy cold, almost mechanical 
genius and the entry of a 
inri’i. lively and expressive 
champion ui the kingdom of 
Wimbledon 

1 do not c{uite agree with 
the hullabaloo that has been 
laised ovei McEnroe’s fre¬ 


quent remonstrances on 
court First, the umpire is 
not always correct in his 
judgement and is yet .sel¬ 
dom seen reversing a 
patently unfair decision 
Now, how can a putson, for 
whom every point counts, 
leiiiain indiffeienr to this 
injustice■’ Secondlv, this is 
the veiv style ot his play, 
the soutce of his energy to 
plav those scintillating 
shots Curbing it with any 
amount of typically Biiiish 
snohbeiv is not going to do 
the game any good Besides, 
whv does McEnroe have 
most ot his “behavioral 
piobleins” only at Wimb¬ 
ledon-’ 

Mv leebiig is that the 
woild IS going to see some 
gte.ii tennis trom this young 
liitlii.tnd in the vears to 
I ome The <iiithoi ii ie.s 
should lefiain from adopt-’ 
mg any drastic nii'asures 
that would imiiair his 
ihvihm Mv .idvice, theie 
lore, IS, let a man plav his 
natuicil game Where the 
game today involves so 
much iivaliv, money and 
piestige, some aiiiutint of 
peril lip eru'rgy jic bound to 
find e\))res.sion 

ABHIJir ROY, 
New Delhi 

Vijay’s 

Wimliledon 

H istory records cham¬ 
pions but lemembers 
spoitsmen, and this ex¬ 
plains why Vijay Amritraj 
will be remembered fur a 
long time to come in the 
arena of tennis He has 
actually made us feel proud 
by behaving himself on the 
court Besides sobriety iii 
manner and attitude, Vijay 
also possesses tremendous 
potential as a tennis pl-ivei. 
Then, itne vyondeis, wh.it is 
It that makes him succumb 
so often to players whom he 
IS capable of beating I per 
sonally feel that it is a com¬ 
bination of a lack of killer 
instinct and Indian com¬ 
placency which IS in¬ 
strumental in his taihires 
‘Killer Instinct’ does not 
imply being unnecessarily 
aggressive, it means being 
able to pressurise the oppo¬ 
nent with consistency, kill¬ 
ing his game and making 
him lose his touch The third 
set of the Vijay-Connors 
match at Wimbledon this 
































vev showed thatwhile Con¬ 
nors began to exert pressure 
on Vijay, the latter suc¬ 
cumbed to his opponent It 
IS hard to imagine McEnroe 
or Burg yielding to their 
adversaries at such a crucial 
stage of a match Vijay, m 
fact, does not have the tem¬ 
perament which IS must 
essential to fight despeiate- 
ly till the end. As Fred Perry 
commented during the Vi- 
jav-Coniiors duel “When 
you’ve got vour opponent 
down, you must not only sit 
on his back ijut also |uinp on 
his buck This is the insiinct 
which Vijay sorely needs to 
topple the great plaveis” 
The second factor which 
often denies Vijay victory m 
important mutches is the 
complacency typical of Indi 
ans One canhot wmceive of 
the Americans ie|oicing he 
cause then ‘wonder boy’ has 
reached the quaiters or the 
semis But Indians can easi 
ly do that with gieat gusto' 
The Americans, the Swedes 
oi the Austialians will crave 
foi nothing short of a title 
while we Indians are ijuite 
satisfied with having 
'almost made it ’ This teel- 
iiig has influenced not only 
Viiav hut also Anand, 


Ashok and Shashi This is 
why they are not cham¬ 
pions 1 firmly believe that 
Vijay will never make it to 
I he top but I will continue to 
hope that he proves me 
wiung 

SHOHINI GHOSH, 
New Delhi. 

LamentaUe! 

I T is a pity that every year 
the futuie of so many 
young talented footballers 
are nipped in the bud be¬ 
cause ot the business men¬ 
tality ot the Big Three clubs 
of Calcutta By engaging the 
star footballers of India the 
big clubs deny promising 
youngsters the chance of 
displaying their skill 
Mohun Bagan, fur example, 
have not so fai tried their 
junior India defenders 
Even talented footballers 
like Gauiam Bhattacharya 
and Biswajit Bhattacharya 
have not been given adequ¬ 
ate opportunities 

East Bengal and Moham¬ 
medan Sporting also do not 
lag behind Mohun Bagan m 
iheir efforts to lure away 
the best footballers ot the 
count! y East Bengal have, 
III tact, in then original line¬ 


up, only a couple of player^ 
who originally belong to 
Bengal It would have been 
bettei had the big clubs 
paid greater attention to 
promising youngsters in¬ 
stead of pampering playets 
of other provinces who have 
come to Bengal for the lure 
ot money The future of 
many young players of the 
big clubs appears to be 
bleak as they do not get 
ample chances to prove 
themselves. The most re 
cent ca.se is that of striker 
Amit Bagchi who could not 
find favour with the 
Mohammedan Sporting offi¬ 
cials The state of affaiis is 
such that Bengal, being the 
cradle of Indian football, 
has not produced even a 
single striker of teal calibie 
after the davs -of Subhash 
Bhowmick and Sukalyan 
Ghosh Dastidat This is 
highly lamentable 

A K PREMCHAND, 
CaliLut 

Come on, 

Brearleyl 

C ONGRATULATIONS to 
Mike Biearley for lead¬ 
ing England to a thiilling 
victory against Australia in 
ihe third Test It was ex 
peeled that Ian Botham 
would step down fioin the 
captaincy following his dis¬ 
appointing show Atlei be 
( lining captain he lost his 
magic touch iii lioth halt mg 
I and bowling and England 
weie deleated undei his 
captaincy in two coriseiu 
live lest senes againsi the 
Wnulies Botham also lost 
the lust Test against Au 
siraiia which did nut m- 
( hide such stalwarts as Gieg 
Chappell, Doug Walters, 
Leu I’dscoe and Jeff Thom 
son On the other hand, 
Botham was the captain ol a 
side, which consisted of 
mine expellenced players 
like Willis, Gooch, Boycott, 
Taylor and Woolmer But it 
IS a pitv that he was not able 
to exploit what came as a 
gift to him So. come on 
Bleat lev, piove once again 
that you are the best cap¬ 
tain III the world tudav' 

PRABAL GUHA. 
Bdlijan Nonh 

English Cricket 

B oycott was indeed un¬ 
lucky not to get a hun 
died m his centenary Test 
Ihis great man at 42 is still 
serving the English cause 

I we 11 He IS still a 




WOW! 
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mangharam 

Bourbon 

CHOCOI Alt CRLAM HISI UlfS 

are fantastic! 



tremendous force to reckonk 
with e 

Botham’s resignatioi£ 
from the post of captaincy 
has followed with the old 
English ploy of recailinp ■ 
veterans This time it is a 
man whose batting average , 
in Test cricket hovers 
around 25. Mike Brearley i 
may be an astute leader, but 
Bedser and Co will surely be 
faced with another batting ' 
misfit 

It IS indeed ironical that i 
a man, who has played a > 
bundled Tests for his coun¬ 
try, has been entrusted with 
the responsibility of leading 
the national side only once 
Bedsei could not have got a 
better man than the experi¬ 
enced Boycott to pull Eng¬ 
land out of trouble With 
Biearley coming back, 
Emburey, in all piobability, 
will be out of the eleven 
This will impair England’s 
attack, v/hich is already 
pool This suieW IS a letrog- - , 
rade step taken by the En- ' 
glish selectors ' 

P S MONY, 
Tiiijiidiiim 

Tougher? 

T his is with releience to 
Mr laiinin M Rhati's lei- 
tei in your July 8 issue 
Though Mi Bhart has found 
fault with Ml Setliui.iman, 
he has himself commit’ted a 
tew monumental blundeis 

Mi Bli.iil points that 
conipecition was toughei in 
the Sixties than it is at pre¬ 
sent due to the piesence of a 
galaxy of stalwarts like Lav 
ei Rosewall. Roche, New- 
lomhe and Emerson An 
ahsuid notion' Fust, though 
Rosevall became a pioles- 
sional 111 1957, he did not 
play the Grand Slam events 
till 1968 when tennis be¬ 
came 'open' Lavei turned 
piufessional in 1962 Alter , 

him Emerson made his en- 
ttv into the professional . 

woi Id Newtombe and I 

Roche enteied ihe tennis 
WOI Id in 1967 So conipeti 
non was never really as 
fieice as It IS todav 

Ml Bhati stales that the 
Grand Prix Touinaments 
are played on Deco Turf 11, , 
while the Mastets Tourna- | 
meiits aie played on ,Sup- 
leme and a synthetic sur ■ 

lace (this suitacc^was used 
at the Calcutta Grand Prix) 

Ml Bhati should verify what , 
he wt lies before he corrects 
othei people 

RAHI L JACOB, 
Cdhutca 
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!T/>e Sporting Life 


iBon lompivion ond Tom I otmjn 


PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 

tome: The Rev Dr Herry Smythe (57) who's been the 
Archbishop of Canterbury's personal representative in Rome 
returns to Canterbury—walking all the way* His idea is to 
focus attention on Church unity for which he is striving The 
Pope, said Smythe, would have liked to have joined him but 
was restrained by the thought of the millions who'd do so too 
,1 won't be dry and dusty'^he added, “there are very good 
Dubs along the way I just hope that finally I'll be in condition 
iO walk through the door of the cathedral'" 

UPS AND DOWNS OF STUNTMEN 

Chicago; Professional stuntman Daniel Goodwin (25) garbed 
like Spiderman climbed the 1,454 ft west face of the Sear's 
Tower in just 7'/^ hrs With 40 m p h winds whipping around 
him, and 50 lbs of climbing equipment on his back, the nimble 
hero's victorious arrival on top of the 110 storey building was 
nevertheless a bit of a come down He was arrested lor 
“disorderly conduct" and released on $35 bail 

THE KING AND HIS COURT 

Bhutan: Jigme Singye Wangchuk king of this tiny Himalayan 
kingdom is a basketball freak. The 25-year-old monarch 
nones his skills by watching video tapes of NBA games sent 
with basket balls and sneakers by the Bhutanese Mission to 
the UN 5 9 ft tall Jigme is his country s best player—not 
iurprisingly His presence on court intimidates opposing 
team members and referees are reluctant to call foul He also 
uses the sleeves of his Kho (traditional garment) in play just 
royal zest' 


B TE'..LIS 



FOR.au you auYS y/HO^YE 
BEEfY COMPLAlNtNO ABOUT SfOT BElSlO 
ABLE TO understand MY S/ONALS../'' 



^ I KNOW THE NUNT/NG SEASON 
IS OVER, BUT I ST/LL TN/NK .. 
WE'RE PRESSING OUR LUCK' 



" think we should teu him 

IT NEVER SNOWS WERE T 
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County Cricket Review 


Dilip Doslii finds Ills 
form— at long last 

Asms RAY reports from London 

F irst, a bn of updating Somerset I full-throated gratituc 
defeated Kent and Surrey got the six thousand at Old 


defeated Kent and Surrey got the 
better of Lcicestcrshrre to eain the 
rrght to contest the Benson and 
Hedges Cup final, which will have 
been held at Lord’s on July 2*?. 

Subsequent events have included 
the staging ol the Natwest Trophy, the 
successor to the (rillette Cup In the 
John Player League, where Sussex 
have held sway for long, they have 
since, if vou recall, lost a bit of ground 
to Derbyshire At the time of wilting, 
the situation remains unaltered as 
Derby, with 22 points from seven 
games, c an be deemed as bettei placed 
than then rivals, who have acquired 24 
points from nine outings (Remember, 
It’s tour points for a win, two foi a tie 
or a no result ) 

In fact, Sussex went down to Some¬ 
rset in a crucial clash at Taunton In 
thi.s tie, the “Big Bird" Joel Garner 
produced figures of four wickets foi 23 
to rout the opposition for 154 after 
which Someiset secured the required 
runs tor the loss of six wickets The 
peiformance of the day, however, 
emanated from Clive Lloyd, captain of 
Lancashire, who churned our one of 
the best innings evei seen in the 
twelve years ot the Sunday League 
when he hit an unbeaten 105 against 
Middlesex to steer his side to victory 
off the last delivery Lancashire 
needed two to win off that last ball, 
hut stylishly enough, the ageless West 
Indian struck a four, which brought 

Gordon Greanidge Yet another superb century 




XL 


P^iay^r of tho wook 

Garth Le Roux 






full-throated gratitude from a crowd of 
SIX thousand at Old Trafford 

The Schweppes Championship is 
throwing up dramatic ups and dowtu 
Not so long ago, Hampshire were at 
the bottom of the table, but after a 
spectacular run of successes, they now 
occupy the helm, and are the ones to 
catch, as far as the the rest ot the field 
are concerned Their latest joy was an 
innings win over Derbyshire—no mean 
opponents if one inspects the John 
Player League results Here, after Gor¬ 
don Greenidge obtained 109, Keith 
Stevenson took seven for 103 to ensure ; 
tiiumph 

Sussex and Surrey, who were in¬ 
volved in a draw in the corresponding 
period, as well as Nottinghamshire, 
Essex, Somerset and Middlesex, all 
lemain in hot pursuit, and the cham¬ 
pionship, after all, is the most coveted 
prue But the inspiration Hampshire 
seem to have dei ived from their recent 
form cannot be ignored. They are not 
unassailable, but getting past them is 
going to take some doing. And more 
the thrill, if that occurs. 

In all the encounters in the Natwest 
Trophy, except the one between York¬ 
shire and Kent (won by the latter) it 
was a matter of sorting out the “men" 
from the “boys” As is the custom in 
this tournament, non-first class units 
are given a bash at the more leputed 
lot, and this was stage one of the 
eiiterpiise No surprises erupted, as is 




I AM beginning to believe that the 
honour of nominating the player 
of the week is nothing but a trap In 
some weeks, the choice is quite 
straightforward and not exposed to 
any criticism But at other times, 
the selection is downright difficult 
and rather open to debate This is 
one such week 

Clive Rice, Dennis Amiss, Paul Par¬ 
ker, Gordon Greenidge and Geof¬ 
frey Humpage have all been en¬ 
joying a productive season with the 
bat, anci in the week concerned, 
recorded hundreds in brilliant 
fashion The last mentioned, in fact, 
is third 111 the batting averages at 
the time of writing and has the 
highest average among the English¬ 
men. Another man who did not get 
a century this week, but was consis¬ 
tent enough, was Younis Ahmed in 
hitting 36,83 not out, 46 not out and 
81. This gave him second place in 
the averages, behind Zaheer 
Abbas 

Yet, theie was another display, 
which I feel should be recognised, 
an all-round performance by Garth 
Le Roux of Sussex This Cape Town- 
born cricketer, as many people will 
know, is a fast bowler, and he took 
eight for 107 in one innings against 
Somerset, following this up with a 
robust innings of 65, which, put 
together, helped considerably to¬ 
wards his side snatching victory. 
Ultimately, of course, it was Par¬ 
ker's unconquered 105 that took 
the team to victory, but the founda¬ 
tion, quite honestly, had been laid 
by the South African. 

Recruited by Sussex in 1979, Le 
Roux made nis first big splash in 
World Series Cricket. He i.sn’t ex¬ 
cessively quick, but finds the firm 
wicket at Hove very much to his 
liking, and the eight wickets was a 
career-best feat. His previous re¬ 
cord was seven for 40 versus East¬ 
ern Province, playing for Western 
Province in the Currie Cup. Just 
about enough, in other words, to 
convince me that this was the show-^ 
ing of the week and he the player of 
the seven-day phase 
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Another one that got avuay Doshi looks aghast as a catch oH his bowling is dropped 


also quite lonventionai, with Hamp- 
shiie, Kssex, GlouLester!.hire (who 
played Ireland), Lancashiie, Glamoi- 
gan and Detbyshire duly moving up to 
the second round 

Perhaps not very exciting, that, but 
test assured that this tiait will be i 
evident in wholesome measuie with j 
the progress ol the competition toi the 
unprediLtabilitv. and theretore the 
thrill, sets in once the se.isoned hands 
conie face to face 

Incidentally, Dilip Doshi, at last, 
gut among the wiclvets bv capturing 
four foi 90 against Leicestershiie 
Warwickshire lost this game by an 
innings, but the left-arm spinner 
should emerge out of it with added 
confidence It's been a difficult season 
for the Indian and unless he lecap- 
tures his old iricisiveness, there is a 
real danger of his losing the contract 


next season 

Kapil Dev, too, has not exactly 
covered himself with glory in the cou¬ 
ple of matches he played for North- 
cimptonshiie Moreover, at pieseni, 
with Sarfid/ Nawaz rc-enteiing the 
scene with a bag of four for 54 against 
Essex, the Haiyana fast bowler is 
unlikelv to be called up for duty fiom 
here onwaids His only chance <if in 
elusion, in fact, rests on in Junes to 
eirhei Sarfta/ or Allan Lamb, the 
.South Alruan, since no County, undei 
curient regulations, can enjoy the sei- 
Mcer of moie than two overseas play¬ 
ers in a game But, of cuuise, Kapil 
Dev will be kept busy over weekends 
in the Lancashiie League 

The tout ists’ aspect was stimulating 
only from an individual standpoint 
iNoithamptonshire wete hosts to Ali- 
stialia, and in this meeting, Rodney 



Hogg i.arved out a fiery spell to take 
SIX foi 87, which emphatically silenced 
all speculation about his return home 
He had been left out of the eleven at 
Lord's aftei a recurience of a back 
jiioblem Howovei, he has obviously 
reioveied quite lapidly, and so the 
talk about Greg Chappell leplacing 
him IS now not even .i whisper In the 
same match, the studiously bespecta 
clod Diik Wellham notched up a su 
perl) 135 not out to remind his bosses 
that he is equipped to fill a vac.uu v, it 
llieie IS one in futuie 

finally, Sri Lanka iii then lixtuie at 
Letcestei, once again inovc-d that they 
aie a pietty useful hatting side, 
iiiespective of the conditions Rov 
Di.is’ 127 in the match, and the undele 
ated 95 bv Wettiinunv, weie skilful 
effoits rtiev could soon be utilising 
this talent in official 7'ests 











News: International 


DAVIS CUP 

King Arthur’s knights 
go unCzeched 

The United States, drawing on its richest re¬ 
sources, lost only one match against defending 
champions Czechoslovakia on their way to the 
semi-final. The man who engineered the vic¬ 
tory, points out GEORGE K. GEORGE, was 
former Wimbledon champion Arthur Ashe, the 
US captain. 






T he cyjplause was dedfening The 
plavers of the home squad were up 
loi introduLtiun piior to then buttle 
dgdinst the Czechs There were John 
McEnroe, who had only tetently de¬ 
throned Boig, Jimms C'onnois, one ol 
the most aggressive plaseis m the 
game today, along with Stan Smith 
and Bob l.ut/, the oldest doubles pan 
on the Lircuit and atguablv the second 
best 

An impiessive lineup, then Thiee 
Wimbledon champions among them 
McEinoe. the curient holdei. Connois. 
the winner in 1974 and Smith, the 1972 
champion But the thnrideious ap¬ 
plause was directed, in the mam, at a 
man who was not to wield a lacket for 
his countiy in the tie Aithui Ashe, the 
1975 Wimbledon champion, was the 
iccepient ot a loiiiid ot clapping and 
c heel mg that lasted several minutes 
People 111 the crowd waved scoies ol 
placaids reading "Happy biithday 
Arthui We love vou” 

He desened it all Undeterred bv a 
heait att.ick that forced him onto the 



Arthur A'.hp 

sidelines ot piotession.il tc-iinis, he 
refused to move away tioin the g.uiu 
lo him, even at the height ol his tame, 
the Oavis Cup w.is the iillim.ite in 
tennis He would h.i\c sat i ificetl .mv 
thing lo plas H.nis Cup tennis loi the 
Ihiited States and to be appointed 
captain ot his loiintiv’s team loi this, 
"The Ctand Old Clock of Tiaditiori 
was the greatest honoui possible 
This tournament meant eveiyihing 
foi Ashe It was not |ust because he 
was making his debut as a Dans Cup 
captain It was not pist bei aiise the tie 
was being played m his home town It 
was not |ust because he had weldeil 
together a dream team It was a com 
bination ol ,dl these tactois pm 
togcthei Suffice it te say that he (V'l 
McEntoe and Connois—who ha\e iiev 
ei seen eve to eye—to plav aloiicsule 
each other m <i tie that assumed the 
utmost impoitance 

King Ailliiu went loi the kill, m 
style The 4 1 lesiili in lavoiii ot his 
team was as much a iiibiite to the skill 
ol his players as it was to ihc'ii captain 



a former superstar in his own right 
Ironically, though, the only match that 
went to Czechoslovakia was lost by 
John McEnroe, sporting a brand new 
hairstyle and a new code of be¬ 
haviour. 

No one had expected the United 
States to lose this play-off But, had 
the worst happened, Arthur Ashe 
would have been the only loser In 
recent years, the US, in spite of having 
most of the world’s top players, has 
lost Davis Cup matches simply be 
cause of the non-availability and lack 
of interest of top players But the 
moment A.she influenced Jimmy Con¬ 
nors to join the team aftei a lapse of 
seven yeats, the pressure was on him. 
lie had the world's No 1 and i for the 
Singles He could have either of the 
world’s tup two doubles teams (McEn¬ 
roe and Peter Fleming ui Bob Lutz and 
Stan Smith) as well To lose with that 
kind ot ii lineup would have been too 
much 

Ashe knew he had two titre-bombs 
m the shape of McEnioe and Connors, 
the perpetual rivals of pro tennis He 
was also aware that he had no excuse 
toi losing Still, he went about it his 
way He decided even before Wimble 
don that he would play McEnroe onlv 
m the singles He picked Gene Meyer 
.ind his brothel .Sandv to plav the 
doubles but the foitner’s lecent in]Utv 
mined that plan Instead, he decided 
to play Lutz and Smith, who would 
eventuallv lose to McEnroe and Flem¬ 
ing at Wimbledon 

As Ashe had expected, Wimbledon 
had taken its roll on John McEnioe It 
was itiileed a great win foi McEnioe 
He del led the tournament organisers 
and the olticials ot the All England 
Club to the last minute But once 
home, he received the news that he 
was denied the privilege of honorary 
membership ol the All-England Club 
Although he heard of it on the eve of 
the opening match, he was silent about 
It But suddenly, the effect ot the long 
physical and psvchological battles of 
the past two weeks suifaced He lost 
the niarch to Ivan Lendl 4 6,12-14, 5-7 

John McEntoc was not in his ele¬ 
ment in this match “It is very difficult 
toi John to adjust", Lendl said after 
the match “He leached the finals at 
Wimbledon playing on grass in the 
cold 1 lust in the fitst round and spent 
the last 10 days playing on cement in 
l-Toiida where the weather was hotter 
and mure humid” 

It was more than the weather and 
sheet fatigue John McEnroe was 
psychologically worn out However, he 
enteied a gentleman's agreement with 
Ashe to the effect that he would not 
misbehave or aigue It a call looked 
doubtful, he would wait foi a few 
seconds, look at Ashe or draw a ciicle 
around the spot where he thought the 
ball landed, or put the ball on the spot 
silently McEnroe admitted that it was 
the “mental thing”, the hangovei of 
Wimbledon 

He even went a step further At 
12-12 in the second set, a crucial call 
went against Lendl, but the Czech 

._J ^ . 


McEnroe looked relieved. In the post- 
match interview he .said, “I'm going to 
sound stupid saying this, bur his back¬ 
hand was definitely in and I was kind 
of glad he won the game anyway I 
don't like people getting the shaft that 
way". 

He would be no different in his 
attitude in the reverse singles on July 
12. He beat Tomas .Smid 6 .1, 6-1, b-4 
with a much improved game. The 
impeccable behavioiii cuntilined 
When had calls weie m.ide against 
him, he would scratch 'his close- 


cropped hair (no curls, no headband) 
and state helplessly at Ashe, whose 
middle name is 'cool' In the third set 
when he led 4-2, only two sets away 
from his team's victoiv, he protested a 
call against Smid's first serve by let¬ 
ting the second serve fly past him in a 
gesture of unpaialieled sports¬ 
manship The ciowd cheered him wild¬ 
ly and he acknowledged it by raising 
both arms above his head, as he had 
done in the Wimbledon final It was 
such a paradox to see the crowd pio- 
testing bad calls against McEnioe 







Attoi the victory Peiei Rpn"pn pocr-, a g/dss ot beei over Mctnroe!, head Jole the new hdiibtylo 


vvhili.- llu' I "-upi-i In .It sl.tvfil 

tcilm ind 

MiLi'iof’s VMM .is^tued iIk' I'S ot 
tht senii linals Ausn.ilia at 

Poitlaiul I he I'S liail alu adv liikcn a 
2-1 leail \.'itli tin lielp ot Jimmv I’oii- 
noi>i and the i.iii/ Smith (omhinaiion, 
who lu'ai ta’iidl and Sniiii in siiaiphi 
st'Is “I wanted to do il". Mi Knroe said 
addiiif;, “I vv iiiteil to lonti ibuli' a little 
and I d'dri i w iiit to lose rwiee Now 
I'm not yoiiif', ti pnk up a raiket toi ,i 
Louple ill VNiek-, I am Mlail that it is 
liter with and wi i\on I want to trv 
and see it iK'ople laii toi^t i who I am, 
so iliat I 1 an tie lell .done like eveiv- 
one else" 

loe dlls lead did not iimi the 
seiond ii'M'ise singles which, in tact, 
was ilie t'esi match of the entire pl,i\ 
oft Imimv Connois and Ivan l.eiidl 
went iit each elhei’s thioats as it the 
outiome III the sen les depended on the 
iiiati h 

Thete evas a pie niiitch conliocei sv 
Ueloie ilie Mcl.inoeSmid match, the 
( /cch manattei '\iHoiun Kokiidt had 
ieip,ested Aslit* to leclilce the lin,il 
inaiili to a ihiee setter tl ilie I'S 
olnaioed a { t lead .Isln it’iee,! and 
Coimo's was notitied. I{nl the C/eili 
Loai II did not infotm Lendl alioni tlie 
chanp' lit plans lie came out to (ila^ 
anil when intotmecl ot the ihantte, 


st,ii ted an aittiiment, insisting; on play- 
111); the hest ot lice 

\ tl w inoiiths at;o, l.eitdl had 
Walked oil die c.inrt piotes|i in line 
(.Ills in .1 li.iMs Clip iii.it,'i against 
I Svvil/el land, ,lflei C/eelioslo\’dkia 
I tooi. .1 ivi.iiiiiii' h .id Ills idea W'as to 
I we.ii I I o|,.■•, „ii .Old heat him tin the 
tii-ti'iiii in .Ills their eighth eiKoun- 
le' I'c has hitU- love lot 

)imho,ii|. 1 'i. \.is c.illed‘i In ken'Ior 
I <i'I.-ge,ll\ ■ i\.lie, oji a niatcii d.a mg the 
I I olio (,1 .Old l'n\ Mast! I. Ill January 
! I'lu C/ei h lo.ith toiivinced him to 
plav and he did 

It w.is a delightful display hy Jim- 
mv Coiinois fie had aheady reg- 
isteied a splendid (i-.l, (>- 1 , 6-2 win ovei 
,S:iiid to level the score foi the US, 
I attei Mcl'iiroi’ h.id lost “It was gieat 
I to walk out there and be cheeicd b\ 

I the people in New '’ork City toi a 
ihinge", he remarked .iltei the lirst 
match “Knowing John had lost made 
me moie e.igei, nioie keyed up for the 
in.'ti h" 

111 didn't have to piove anything in 
the match against I.imdl, but Connois 
IS a phivei t(> whom the outcome of 
eveiv match matters He gives each 
eiitoimter his best shot Though Lendl 
btoke Him twice in the fust set, he 
hounced hack and played, a sound 
serve and vollev game to win 7 -.^, 0-4 


Some people say that .Jimmv Con¬ 
nors decided to letuin to the Pavis 
Cup squad because there is $ 20 (),() 1 )() 
pi i/e money lor the winning team But 
one has to give a little ciedit to this 
man A few thousand Dtivis Cup dol- 
lais don’t matter much for a mil¬ 
lionaire like hiia He could make more 
numev by keeping his present sche 
dtile which had to be learranged foi 
the Davis Cup He had kept out of the 
Davis Cup team initially mainlv be¬ 
cause ot his disagteerneni with loimer 
captain Tony Trabeit He agreed to 
play only because Aithui Ashe asked 
him to 

“John Me lint oe, Stan Smith, Boh 
Lut/, and I know how to play tennis”, 
Connois said .idding, “But At then 
picks up little things ti,nn courtside 
that could make all the dilfeience in 
the match And he knows how to 
discuss It with .vou” 

Ashe’s appioach and his own Divis 
Cup experience have changed Con¬ 
nors’ mind on the subject of th*- re 
inclining Davis Cup matches ‘As long 
as they keep asking me I'll plav", he 
says He has already agreed to lear- 
lange his schedule tor the semi-linals 
against Australia 

Salute Arthur . 4 she for this He has 
made one happy family out ot two 
black sheep' 
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Tennis diary 


This week, wo tiugin a new 
column for tennis fans, 
which will appear every 
month. The column will re¬ 
cord the results—and up¬ 
sets—ot the major tourna¬ 
ments of the Volvo (irand 
Pi IX circuit, as well as the 
latest points standing at the 
end ot the period in fpies- 
tion 


O N 'he Volvo Grand Prix 
c icuit, variety is the spite 
0 l lile After 41 of the 90 
sctieduled tournaments, 25 
different players have won 
singles titles Jimmy Gonnors 
IS the tiiireni points leader in 
the race for the S 3o0 OUO 
bonus pool first pri-re with Ivan 
Lendl hot on his heels in 
second place 

When John McEnroe won 
the Queen's Club Stella Artois 
grass court eharnpionships in 
uondun piio' tij W'rnbledon ho 
kept Ifie trophy since it was lire 
thud straigfit year he had won 
the tournament 

Ml I nroe wi" 'oe'; 'f''ii>m 
tjerlhisye.il s Winil'ied-in - 
both loi he draii'.itii sl't'.ik 
sloppirii) VIIlory ovei Hioin 
Gorg in the final and also foi 
his run ms with the All- 
England Club The Men's In- 
terrialioridl Professional Tennis 
(^ounr il IS considering Wimb¬ 
ledon's recommendation that 


McEnroe he fined SIf 000 mr 
aggravated behaviour .iiulei 
the maior otleiu.e cateqo''y of 
the Volvo Grand Pint f'layers' 
Code of Conduct 

Ivan Lendl rer ently purch¬ 
ased a home -ii Boca West, 
Florida to use as his US base 
ot opeiafions Fie prac lined 
there (Or ten nays prior to 
upsettirig McEnroe m the 
Davis Cup 

At this stage last year 
seven ot the eight players wtio 
would eventually qualify tor ttie 
Volvo M isters had t.iken then 
places in the lop eight The 
(iri.nl qj.alitir’i Jose-Lu's Clurr; 
was in .■’Sth place .Should the 
same palter n hold true this 
year, seven of tfie loliowiriii 
oioht pl.ayers will m.ike the 
Volvo Masters —Connors Ivan 
Lendl, McEnroe Roscoe Tan¬ 
ner, U|orn Borg, Yannick Noah 
Guillermo Vilas and Victoi 
Peer I 

Major upsets since June 8 

Stella Artois Championships. 
London' .s'liip .>ve,’ 

Ihul h,li!"f. 11'/St L'lJ'kJ} 

Fiiil'i' i-i '.V i/.rs I I t-r f'.iiii 

Ml ,Vi/ri<-(' i/rs.' 'Oi/n.jj jnd 
h.o\^in i'ijrrn'} oiav ftosi-oe 
T.innoi (third round) 

Belgian Open, Brussels. 
Diego Pcfp^ over Carto', Kir 
rnjyr (becond round) and 
Stove Knilov'U over Adnano 
F.inatta (quarter^;) 


Vol¥o Grand 
Prix standings 
after 41 tournaments 




S ■ s t'jl'' 


j.* .V—* A ' 

» • , -|,.f Li* 


wCi..4w-T-'tTH';!' ’• - 

Adnano Panatta 

Lambert and Butler Cham¬ 
pionships. Bristol Marl- 
Ldmondbon ovor Ro'v I,in 
ner (linal) 

Wimbledon Em Itoirn 
over YanmcK Noa>i ilu ,l 
roiiiid) l.harlio Earf ult t'vrt 
Ivan Lendl itin,l rnoiin'i MarL 
Ldmondnon over t'jn.llorvi' 
Vtlat, rtir'.t round) v .ido:, hir- 
mayr over /I’ns'Me 
(serund round/ V'liy Arrinti.'' 
over Brian To.iihri iser.'/f; 
I lund), Geoll tion-vi.ik i<vi-r 
RiirVi Gottiriod I'.nt .'/ 1 ,7 rnunui 
and lirn '.'uiiik-on ithir 1 
ruunu), Tirp Mavotle cvoi John 


'or .,-. 


Sadr; ilhin) roa id) i o Sauiiv 
Mavoi iloadfi I'km.u and r.uti 
hnink OK or InnoLii', 'Ion 
(third round) 

Miller Hall of Fame, New 
Port AnanJ Arrwir i/ over Hr.an 
Jo.irhrr ihrst round) Jirii In' 
lanoy over V;. I ii Arnava 
I'ioconri '.'until ,i'id Ink V.i'i 
Dillon Ik or t.r?'H'-tA sou mvc , 
tors') 

Swiss Open. Gslaad l >•. 

Gunttiardi 'ivrt Vit tor /’/■(.. 
iqu-irteo.l 


HARESH MUNWANI 












Focus 


Does McEnroe deserve 
what he is getting? 

DAVID McMAHON examines the question 

T he Heiot's’ Room at Madame Tus- I tennis fans the world over 
saud’s IS reserved onlv for those several umpires and line 


J. saud’s IS reserved only for those 
who have become legends in their 
lifetime In this, the Holy of Holies. 
Elton John and Elvis Presley rub 
shoulders with Telly Savalas, Muham¬ 
mad All and Bjorn Borg Outside, “les¬ 
ser mortals" like Queen Elizabeth, 
(landhiii, Montgomery. Churchill, 
Pele and Boycott must be content with 
slightly less piestigious status The 
Heroes’ Room, then, is the ultimate 
privilege 

This veai, a new waxwoik was 
shifted to this enclosure- that of John 
Pati ick McEnroe. He stands alongside 
Bjorn Borg near a Wimbledon 
umpite’s chair, under a scoreboard 
which lights up to synchronise with a 

iKAjauW'. r'"* 


tennis fans the world over So too by 
several umpires and linesmen who 
have suffered at the Ameiican’s 
hands So too by scores of unfortunate 
opponents who have been tongue- 
lashed in similar fashion. Dues McEn¬ 
roe have what is commonly refeired to 
as a persecution complex’ It would be 
extremely difficult to answer that, one 
way or another 

Let us begin by listing his plus 
points Admittedly, chat may prove 
rather difficult, but then even John 
Wilkes Booth must have had some¬ 
thing appealing about him First and 
foremost, McEnroe has never used 
obscene language on a tennis court 
There are plenty of players on the 
highly competitive professional circuit 





The msl MtEnioti cs the one al left The waxwork is the one on the right 


tape recoiding of the Centre Court 
Cl owd cheering, the umpite calling the 
scene and Boig’s voice When McEnioe 
was “pieseiited" to his wax clone, so to 
speak, he si'emed tioiibled by some¬ 
thing Was theie anything the matter’ 
he w.is asked 

“Veah," he answered "This guy’s 
not the ical McEnroe He’s fai too 
quiet ” It IS doubtful, howevei. 
whethei the authorities at Madame 
Tussaud’s will consider including a 
tape recording of McEnroe cussing out 
an umpire lust foi the sake of reality 
That the wax McEnroe is too (|iiiet 
will be tc*stitied to bv thousands of 


who think nothing of resorting to lan¬ 
guage that would not find its way into 
gutter dictionaries 

Example US player Fritz 
Buehmng He p'U'd up an impressive 
list of fines at the All-England Club 
this year, first because he employed a 
rather earthy gesture and second be¬ 
cause he used language that would 
have made a sailor blu^. Buehning is 
renowned as an umpire-baiter and 
theie have been several occasions 
when he has questioned a well- 
intennoned linesman’s parentage. 

That gives us two plus points to 
McEnioe He does not use obscene 


language He does not resort to 
obscene gestures 

Point number three in favour of 
McEnroe is that he has proved he can 
keep that famous—or should we say 
infamous—temper under check After 
his outbursts of the early rounds, he 
was at his stoic best in the final against 
Borg There were several line calls 
that could have gone either way, but 
while one has got used to seeing Borg 
take these things in his stride, it was 
something novel to see McEnroe play 
on without so much as a murmur 
Every time he did so he was applauded 
warmly by the capacity crowd as 
though he had won a point 

Only once in that histone final did 
McEnroe lose his cool. After he had 
served a fault, someone in the crowd 
shouted out something and he served a 
double fault, after which he turned 
and called “Thank you very much” in 
the general direction of the offender 
Even as McEnroe struggled to keep his 
temper in check, he seemed to be 
playing biilliant tennis, which prob¬ 
ably makes a mockery of his oft- 
repeated claim that he needs to blow 
his top in order to play better tennis 

M cENROE’s problems began in the 
first round, when, infuriated by a 
line call, he argued with umpire Ed¬ 
ward James, snapped a racket under 
foot and then kicked it off the court 
James warned him over the public 
address system, saying “Mr McEnroe, 
you are abusing your racket ’’ If this 
warning made any impression on the 
tempestuous second seed, it certainly 
was not apparent 

In the third set, he screamed “You 
arc the pus of the world” when a line 
call went against him and the umpire 
responded by fining him a penalty 
point McEnroe, astounded, asked that 
tournament referee Fred Hoyles be 
summoned to the courtside, for this 
step literally meant that he was one- 
third of the way out of the tournament 
The first step in the three-stage code 
introduced this year to curb player 
indiscipline was a penalty point 
awarded against the offender, the 
second was a penalty game, while the 
ultimate step was disqualification 
from the tournament itself 

McEnroe earned the dubious dis¬ 
tinction of becoming the first person 
this year to be awarded a penalty 
point, but there was even more drama 
in store for him When Hoyles con¬ 
firmed the penalty, McEnroe ranted “I 
refuse to be penalised by an incompe¬ 
tent fool ” What happened next is now 
history Hoyles slapped another penal¬ 
ty point on him and the next day it was 
announced that McEnroe had been 
hned a sum of $ 1500 for bad be¬ 
haviour 

By the end of the first day, McEn 
roe was clearly in disgrace once again, 
as evident by the fact that he was 
often slow-handclapped and booed by 
sections of the crowd on Court Number - 
One A joke started doing the rounds 
at the All-England Club that umpire 
James—a dentist by profession—was 
waiting to take his revenge if ever 
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McEnroe arguing with umpire Grimes on Centre Court 

courufsed bv ihe Uiti ili..r he \\ds Im-uik 


McEnroe made an appointment with 
him 

cENROE IS without doubt the 
worst behaved champion in the 
glorious history of the All-England 
Championships, but let it not be for¬ 
gotten that to some extent, he was 
baited Lest 1 be accuied of defending 
McEnroe, let me stiess that 1 hold no 
brief tor him at all To a great extent, 
the fault was his own but he was 
goaded m no uni ei tain reims ; 

There was enough piessnre on him , 
to start with His tempei ament had 
drawn a great deal of comment—most 
of It unflattering—m the British Press, 
just as the ourbuists of Connors had 
not so long ago The heio of 1977, the 
young man who came thinugh three 
qualifying rounds to lose to Connors in 
the semi-final, was the arch villain of 
1980 and 1981 MtEnroe’s on-court 
feats and his ofi-ioiirt brushes with 
authority took pride ot place in the 
tabloids and the evening papers, eager 
to jack up cinulation with sensational 
repents stiaight fiom Wimbledon, 
some of them slanted to malign, others 
blown i-ntiii'lv out of pioportion It 
was only the staid newspapers that 
I ke|)t thi'ir leportage factual and with 
{ out bias 

HL Pi ess enraged MiFiiroe At the 
^ Pi ess Lorilerence aftei his game 
I with I’od I'lawley a disappointing 
I senii final it ever there was one— 

I M'I III Of was tense enough when he 
I cnteied Ills eaiher Press conferences 
j h.id been cosv sessions and he had 
i sjioken tianklv, honestly and often 
I liunioiouslv-IS well But this was diffe¬ 
rent The Press had already played up 
the angle of a thaw in lelations he 
tween Mclinroe and liis erstwhile girl 
tiiend Slaiy Margolin, a pro tennis 
plavei heiselt vvho participated at 
Winibledoii Miluiroe was understand¬ 
ably ujisei about this 

One of the reporters began by 
asking bun “Have you and Stacy 
split 

MiLiiioe sciatihed his head, said 
“.No" in a (aim luice and then said in 
the ^.Ime tone "But that’s none of youi 
business I'm here to answer questions 
on tennis and nothing else I didn't 
choose to come heie You people 
asked to see me ” (This was true 
IJndei* the Press rules at Wimbledon, a 
playei will attend a Press conference 
only if at least seven journalists have 
requested an audience with him I 
There was a short pause and then 
McEnroe added “I’l! answer any ques¬ 
tions on tennis Nothing else ” 

The next question came from a lady 
reporter from one of the Biitish tab¬ 
loids “Just one question on a subject 
unrelated to teniii.s, .John, will you 
answer it’’’ 

“No,” came the answer, but McEn¬ 
roe was still smiling 

The lady reporter persisted “I’m 
here to covet Lady Diana’s visit and 1 
want to know what you think of her ” 
McEnroe waited foi her to finish 
and though he had warned that he 
would not speak, he said “I think she’s 
a fantastic pel son ” 

And then he blew up He launched 


himself on a lectuie—not entirely 
without basis—that the tennis Press 
wrote a'lot of rubbish What he actual¬ 
ly said was unpiintable but as if that 
was not enough, yet anothei British 
reporter baited him even further 
McEnroe had used two adjectives and 
the Veportei facetiously asked which 
adjective he should reproduce in his 
paper 

“Both” replied McEnroe as he 
stormed out of the room 

That, then, was the stoiy of what 
has been described as one of the most 
unpleasant Press confereriies ever to 
take place at Wimbledon Let the 
reader judge for himself whether 
McEnroe was at fault or not 

On court, there was no excuse for 
hi.s behaviour, fot the champion con¬ 
ducted himself like a lout The All- 
England Club was justified in its rigid 
stand against him If they had given in 
to him, how many more junior players 
would have emulated McEnroe, on- 


allowed to get awiiv scot lle<--'' 

The quc-stiiin ol the ti.tdilioiial 
Wimbledon ball raised seveial c-veb- 
rows, but let me explain what leallv 
happened McEnroe was iiivit-‘d loi 
the 1 uni lion but when he asked lor 
eight passes, he w.is tidd he would onlv 
gel live When he inloiined the oiga 
nisers that he would oiil\ he able to 
arrive at eleven, they aski d it hi i oulil 
Irv and make an eiitiy ImII an hoiii 
eailier sinie he would h.ive to giie a 
speech 

t 

What hapiiciied iluiealtei is diffi¬ 
cult to say The oiganiseis claim that 
McEnroe stormed out without an es 
planation McEnioe’s faihei said that 
he was frostily inloimed that theie 
was no need for his son to attend 
So John Patiick MiKnroe becami> 
the lust Wimbledon champion to 
spend the evening in a pi//a loini with 
a lew close friends 




ASIAN SCHOOL FOOTBALL 

Inept preparation 


A t the ]()th Asian Schools Inteina- 
tioiidl Football Touriidmeni, re 
cently held at Jakaita, India attained 
the distinction of being the only team 
in the enure competition, unable to 
score a single goal The lesult was 
I even moie deplorable as India was 
placed in a gioup made comparatively 
easy by the last minute withdrawl of 
Japan So in their preliminaiy league 
matches in Group A, India were loiited 
bv hosts Indonesia and were upset 
0-1, by newcomeis Brunei Thus India 
finished last in then gioup and made a 
dismal exit from the tournament 
Keeping these results in view the 
intiigutng question is that weie India 
outclassed bv superior opposition ot 
has the standaid of adolescent soccer 
in the country deteiiorated so signifi¬ 
cantly in the last tew years'^ It must be 
lecollected here that when the siniilai 
tournament was staged at Agi.i three 
1 yeais ago India, with sevetal Adivasi 
j playeis (nowadays assisting Bokaro 
1 Steel Flanti, made a considerable im- 
i pact with a determined and talented 
; display Eye witness accounts at Jakar¬ 
ta, however, indicate that India's tleba- 
' cle was not so much due to superioi oi 
I deteriorating staiidaids but piimatily 
I a lesult of inept pieparation 

! India's opening match was against 
hosts Indonesia and was also the inau 
gural tie of the tournament The venue 
ol this encounter was the 1()I),()0() 
capaiits .Senavati Stadium which was 
neailv halt lull The Indian schoolboys 
weie ovei.iwed by the otcasion and in 
I the til St halt could not click as a team 
I Passes went awry and plaveis weie 
I slow in napping and turning with the 
I ball This was not leally sui prising as 
< the Indian team had been bastiK 
1 assembled without much competitise 
I match piactice Aiiadi Bania, lett halt 
j ot the Indian Schools team and the 
I only Delhi plavei in the squad aptly 
■ summed up the piedicameni the plav 
, els lounci themseivc's in 

“Al lakaita we weie made lo play 
I with live detendeis, with one detender 
, acting as sweeper behind the othei 
toui. (wo linkmen and thiee toiwaids 
, As all Indian playeis ,iie aiciistomed 
I to pl.iv in the 4 2 4 tormation we could 
not ad lost to tins new system because 
' wc could not tiillv cunipiehend it At 
the Siinagai campot barely i iiionib's 
chiiation, neaily 20 days weie spi'iii in 
elimination and selcition ot the piob 
allies so lo.icli Riuiinal iliom MS 
1 I’ainil.ii bail yeiy linle time lo piopei 
' h i splaio ihe iiiiiicaiies ol the new 
i loi Illation All oui opponenis seemed 
I III till li.lined and bellei ['lepaied 
j ihan n> and loinpaied to mmiiis like 
Ihailand and Indoiiisia iwiuueis and 
limners up n spei ii\t l\ i we st enied 
like sub-|uni<ii s especially mtcimsot 
speed and sMinina " 

Waicliing the Indian Schools tool 


ball team play at Jakarta, National 
referee, R M Gautam (who super¬ 
vised matches in the 1980 Calcutta 
Federation Cup) also endorsed the 
opinion that insufficient preparation 
vvas the cause of India’s debacle 
Gautam, a Delhi based referee, espe¬ 
cially invited to supervise matches at 
the Jakarta tournament, said that 
knowledgeable observers were of the 
view that in terms of skill India were 
equal to the best in Asia llowevei, 
talking to Spottsworld, Gautam made 
j several observations which revealed 
I India’s inept prepaiations 

I “In the opening tie against the 
\ hosts, sweeper-back Mohammed Latif 
I (Jammu and Kasmir) took all the goal- 
I kicks As Indonesia launched numer- 
I Dlls raids on the Indian goal the fre¬ 
quency of goal-kicks increased, Latif 
started tiling, his kicks went astray 
and often went straight to the oppo¬ 
nents enabling them to launch an 
j immediate ounier-attack Even in 
I such a situation all the other defen- 
, ders shied away trom taking goal- 
I kicks, so that India’s display became 
I even more disjointed Again tn the 
I next eticountet against Btunei the foi- 
. wards missed over half-a-dozen sitters 
I because of poor anticipation and pu.a- 
I tiuning Zorawat Singh (Punjab), the 
j right winger, always seemed to move • 
' at the wrong lime and missed two ol ] 
I the easiest chances w.h only the goal- , 
keeper to beat Also the bench- i 
' strength of the team seemed inadequ- ! 
ate Against Indonesia Anadi Barua 
(Delhi) had to play the entiie match 
even when he had difficulty m brea¬ 
thing owing to a stomach injury sus 
tamed dining the course ot the match, 
as there was no othei left half in the ' 
squall ’’ I 

i An analysis ot the composition of ! 
the Indian Schools team reveals that it I 
dues nut seem a leally representative 
national team No players fiom (Joa 
ijuniui National Champions) and soc- 
cei lonscioiis States like Maharashtia, 

I Kei.ila and Kainataka even attended 
the Si iiiagai training camp Again 
teams fiom the N E Hill States, 

] paitiiiilailv school teams trom Man- | 
j ipui Assam and Nagaland have been ' 
! ilomitiaiing the Siibioio Mukherjee ' 
Cup iluiiiig the last few .years, and 1 
Assam have also been National sub 
luiiioi Lhampioi anil National School I 
■ Games Champions in the recent past | 
: lloweiei tiom this entire region only ' 
I one jilaver Mohammed Imilad Khan la 
deteiidei tiom Assam) was selected toi 
the liuiiaii team, even though a laige 
lonimgeiit, paiticulailv tiom Manipur 
aiieiuled the selection tiials The Ifi 
niemlieis ot the Indian team lonsisted 
I ol live jilavets lioni ilyileiabad, thiee 
j tiom I’uni.ib two each trom lammu 
and Kiishmii Uesi Bengal and Gttar 
I Pradesh and one each tiom Assam and 


Delhi. It is alleged that the two repre¬ 
sentatives from Jammu and Kashmir 
are both permanent employees of RTC 
Srinagar and have not played in the 
school games in the recent past They 
were included to fulfil the quota of the 
host State (for the training-cum- 
selection camp) Such haphazard 
selection mars India’s pre.stige abroad 
and IS detrimental to the development 
of football at home 

Food at the Srinagar training camp 
was inadequate both in terms of prepa¬ 
ration and nutritive value The boys 
daily underwent two gruelling sessions 
both in the morning and evening and 
should have lyeen provided nourishing 
diet to develop their strength and 
starpina. At lunch they were always 
provided daf and raima with chappa- 
tis .Meat OI lish was -only given at 
dinner and that even not on all days 
Breakfast wa*. slightly bettei with two 
eggs and four buttered sliifes but the 
single glass of milk given in the inoin 
ing was exiessivelv diluted, depriving 
it of miiili of Its nutritive value Even 
this sub standard milk was not given 
regularly owing to surpi ising unavaila¬ 
bility The caterers in ch.iige of the 
camp, seemed to be caking their share 
of the sjioils, bv not pioviding items 
like milk dailv and giving pooilv i 
cooked food | 

In conticist lo the spartan diet at 
Srinagai, at lakaita the players got 
abundant food tor their meals Foi 
bteaktdsi they could choose from I’i 
Items inclusive of vatieiies ot Iruits, 
cheese, eggs, breads, potiidge, lorn- 
flakes, milk, sweets and othei items i 
For lunch and dinnei choiie was tiom i 
■JO Items, inclusive of mutton, beet, i 
poik, fish, chicken, iicc* and numerous | 
vegetables and desserts It was also ! 
found that plaveis tiom countries like | 
Thailand, Indonesia and South Koiea I 
were provided such nourishing tood I 
thtoughout their training sessions I 
which are conducted all the veat ' 
lound, inclusive of regular compeli i 
live matches against top class foieign i 
or local oppositiion Untoitunatelv in I 
India only liji-service is paid to the i 
pioinotiori of tootball at the giassioots I 
level so standards have remained stag- | 
nant I 

In all countiies special emphasis is 1 
laid on .schoolboy football as trom this | 
tender age talent lan be nuitured to I 
form match-winning combinations in I 
the future In India junioi football is | 
tieatcd in a lackadaisical and arbit- 
larv manner For instance the Indian 
Schools team letuiniiig fiom Jakarta 
came via Singapore, Bangkok and 
Kuala Lumpiii, but with characteristic 
iinenterpi ise, no matches were 
arranged at these venues So these 
tups became mete shoping sprees oi 
otfiiial visits for the team’s manager 
N A Khan, Chairman of the touring 
committee ol the AIFF Unless foot¬ 
ball at school level in the country is 
treated more competently, standards 
will lemain steeped in mediocrity as 
all talent tends to get stilled or untap¬ 
ped Ol neglected 

NOVY KAPADIA 



MOSCOW INTERNATIONAL ATHLETICS MEET 


Something better than nothing 


F or at least ten athletes who have 
been nominated bv the Amateur 
Athletic Federation of India for the 
Moscow international athletics meet 
on August 6 and 7 the long, hard grind 
at the coaching camps became more 
I awarding than in the case of the so 
many otheis under training. They tan 
forget about medals or records, be¬ 
cause European standards are quite 
different from Asia’s, but at least they 
can look forward to the opportunity of 
mixing and competing in higliei com 
pany This in itself will be beneficial 
for Indian track and field standards 
Except for the “Flying Sikh,” Mil- 
kha Singh, before the 1960 Rome 
Olympics, no other Indian athlete has 
had the required international expo¬ 
sure Not even Siiram Singh On heal¬ 
ing how limited poor Sriram's competi¬ 
tive experiente was before the Mon¬ 
treal Olympics, more fortunately 
placed lunners of other nations, like 
the Cuban, Jiiantoiena, could not help 
sympathising with our man 

A single meet at Moscow is not 
siiffuient when we see that leading 
athletes from all nvei the world ate 
competing m F.uiopean competitions 
every other day m the season Yet 
something is bettei than nothing at all 
One good peifoimance in a F.uiopean 
meet could eaiii an athlete invitations 
to more meets, which ensures an 
athlete his expenses and somcihing 
moie Who knows' one ot oui Moscow- 
bound men might impress someone in 
the right place 

The ten in the sijuad to Mo.scow 
include three—Gopal Saini, A Kaian 
and Gita Zutshi—who will be compet¬ 
ing on behalf of Asia at the Wot Id Cup 
in Rome in early September Cleatly, 
Saini IS the best of them Right now, he 
IS III the 1.1 min, .'>2sec class in the 
5,000 metres But before the season is 
over he may cut about 10/12 seconds 
off that timing After Moscow, he will 
be competing in the World Railways 
Meet at Dresden, West Germany, in 
the last week of August befoie taking 
part in the World Cup There are some 
in the Indian Railways who would 
prefer Saini not to make the trip to 
Moscow and concenriate on Dresden 
so that he does not “burn” himself out 
But a man like Saini need not put in 
his best in what is, awer all, a “depart- 
mental” meet Even while taking it 
easy, he could still do his bit for out 
Railways 

Let’s not forget how the Ethiopian 
long-distance men are figuring in the 
Euiopean citcuit And let’s also not 
forget the Englishmen Seb Coe and 
Steve Ovett who have made weekend 
competition a habit Coe has not only 
run on blistered feet, but also been 
pressed into service by England in the 
1600 metres relay It’s sweat and toil 
all the way for all those aspiring toi a 
place at the top. 


Fot a man like Rajan, who foi a 
long time was in the shadow of Si iram, 
the Moscow experience will be all the 
more useful After Tokyo, where he 
won the 800 metres gold medal in the 
Asian meet, this will be his second 
major international exposure 

The Mo.scow ventuie will also pro¬ 
vide an opportunity foi international 
experience to some other young, prom¬ 
ising athletes who missed Tokyo owing 
to iqjury or any other reason They are 
B Cowda (800 metres), Pavittar Singh 
(400 metres), Poonam Singh (10,000 
metie.s) anci Balvinder Singh (shot 
putt) 

It was a pity Pavittar was not fit ai 
the time of the Tokyo meet in June 
What he needs is experience in good 
competition on synthetic surfaces It 
will nut be a surprise if he is able to 


Asian Games come around it is a good 
policy to keep a second string icady 

Balasubtamani is the best Indian 
400 metres hurdlei in a long time He 
is young and capable ot impiovumenl. 
Even if he did not win a medal in that 
event at Tokyo he should feel encoui- 
aged that the selectois have reposed 
faith in him 

In the case ot Gita Zutshi, the 
country’s leading middle distance 
female lunnei, a tour abroad is no 
longer a novelty But the Mo.scow visit 
should help hei shaipen hei competi¬ 
tive edge foi the World Cup Moscow 
will serve a more useliil purjiose foi 
long jumpet Meicy Mathew If the 
experience thete enables hei to get 
into the six-iiielie plus club, the Fokyo 
bton.{e medallist should be satisfied 

Till the lime of writing, the AAFI 



get into the 46 sec class in the neai 
future with the help of exposure like 
he will get ai Moscow 

Poonam Singh, anothei man who 
was unable to go to Tokvo beciiise ol 
injury, is in due need ot expel leiice in 
sophisticaied conditions Having luii 
all these yeats on grass, dm oi bitu 
men, the simple soldiei does not know 
how It feels to run on a svntheiic 
surface A medal hope in next veai s 
Asian Games, one expects Poonam 
Singh to clock well undei 28 seconds 
foi the 10,000 meties—if not at Mos¬ 
cow, then not long attei wards 

Balvinder is a young shot-puttei 
who will be making his maiden appeal- 
ance in a foreign countiv A useful 
second stringei .it the moment, theie 
IS time for him to develop befoie the 


negotiations with othei Fuiopean 
couniries, espcciallv West Get many 
toi (ompetilion loi ihe l(l-memhei 
scpiad had not |>ioduced aiiv i csiilt A 
tew meets atti-i Moscow would h.ivi- 
ni.ide the tout all the moie piolii.iblo 
Mowevi'i even il oui athletes lind 
thc-nisehi s out ol then depth at Mos 
cow, the visit will not be without its 
I ewai d 

One wishes the A-\l 1 is also able to 
aiiange some good toicigii comjieti 
tioii toi Sabii All the decothlon gold 
medallist at lok\o Flu- decathlon is 
not on the card ot eveic meet But 
.Saint can be enteied in a lew chosen 
eceriis which, in the long i iin, will hei]) 
him impioce his total 
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Australia guillotined 

MANSUR ALI KHAN PATAUDI reports 


A fter Botham’s insistence that he 
would captain if given the whole 
senes, the English selectors were left 
no choice but to fall back once again 
on Mike Breailey, and that, only for 
three Tests Against India, the selec¬ 
tors will have to look again, but their 
present worry is to beat Australia, and 
despite playing in home conditions, 
this is nut going to prove too easy 
Both countiies have been bettei 
repiesented in the past, but at least 
this contest is even, and the summei, if 
It can be called so, has and should 
provide cricket of interest, if not of an 
exhilarating standard 

Australia won the toss and decided 
to bat, which could not have over 
displeased England, because there is 
eaily life in the Headingley wicket, 
and a quick breakthrough always a 
possibility An added bonus was the 
wciither and the light, which changed 
shade as it can only do in England, 
giving the bowlers long periods of test 
and the batsmen the discomfort ot 
beginning the same innings ovei and 
over again 

In spite of this advantage, England 
allowed Australia lo reach a score of 
203 lor 3 by stumps, and this was 
thanks as much to three dropped 
catches as Brearley’s delayed decision 
to bring Botham into the attack 
England relied on four quick bow 
lets, but apart from Botham, none ol 
them swung the ball to any extent, and 
where, as there was a time when 
Botham was often given the new ball, 
in this game Brearley pieterred to cast 
faith on Willis, Dilley and Old foi over 
an hour and a half 

Dyson and Wood took the score to 
50, with Wood the more aggiessive and 
outpaiing Ins partnei Dyson had been 
a coiisisieiit failure against India in 
the last senes, but his inclination to 
push instiutnvely down the wicket 
must have piompted the selectois to 
include him on a tour where playing 
foiwaid can bring unexpected di¬ 
vidends As ariv English coach will 
: exhort “when in tiouble play for¬ 
ward" 

, This attitude has fetched Dyson a 
I lumibei of tuns in England including 
I this, his Inst lest bundled in ovei 
I ihiee seals and il was mainly lesponsi- 
ble toi Austialia's respectable total In 
I effect. It was the introduction of 
Botham which gave some penetration 
lo the English bowling Swinging the 
ball into the left-handei, he had Wood 
Ibw m his fust over, but some inexplic¬ 
able lapses by the English fielders 


allowed Australia enough relief and an 
opportunity to survive 

While Dyson coasted to his century, 
Trevor Chappell, nowhere as talented 
as his two elder brothers, scored a 
patient 27 They put on 94 before 
Chappell went to square cut Willey 
and was caught behind, and in the 
dying moment ot the day, Dyson was 
bowled playing across a well pitched 
up delivery by Dilley 

The Enjglish bowlers had not made 
full use of a wicket which lent some 



Bolham ihrom Itm ball up in lubilaimn 


help, and which will continue to do so 
They will have to bowl a better line, 
and expect a little more help from 
their fielders it they are to recoup the 
lost initiative. 

ILL lea time, anyway, on the 
second day, English cricket lacked 
as much lustre as the weather Nearly 
two houis were lost to rain, and de¬ 
spite Botham’s belated effort, Hughes 
assuied that Australia retained hei 
advantage Easily the most talented 
and attractive batsman in his side, 
Hughes, although he scored 89, proved 
that he has yet to cutb his natural 
temperament to take a risk Though 
more restrained now, realising that 
the team lacks the picsence of Creg 
Chappell, he still gives the bowler 
some hope, even when fully in control 
Today his luck seived him well, and he 
delighted a large ciowd with some 
fluent and extravagant stiokeplav He 
was well supported bv Yallop (58) and 
later by Marsh (28) and by the time 
Botham got into lull swing, Australia 
were sate and happy, ultimatel> de¬ 
claring ai 401 lor 9 Botham's success 
has no doubt pleased Brearley, but a 
quick glance at the Eaiglish bowling 
figures will not encourage the selec¬ 
tors On a wicket which never played 
true, neither the expeiience of Old 
and Willis, nor Dilley’s somewhat 
quicker pace impressed Nor did Eng¬ 
land's fielding, which, if one remem¬ 
bers, was exceptionally good under the 
same captamcv only a season ago 
ITH 400 on the board and only 
three days to go, Australia c<.n 
hardly lose this game and so can afford 
to be even over-offensive. It was, 
therefore, no surprise to see Gooch 
and Boycott totally surioundcd by 
close-in fielders, and the third morn¬ 
ing saw England under some heavy 
pressure, when Austialia dismissed 
three English batsmen with less than 
40 luns on the board Australia also 
bank on quicker bowlers, and though 
they bowled less accurately, they were 
infinitely more successful 

Alderman, who re.sembles Sikandet 
Bakht in height as well as action, 
disposed of Gooch as he played across 
a half volley, and having beaten Brear- 
le> repeatedly outside the off stump, 
eventually found the ouc.side edge of 
hts bat One wonders foi how long 
England can afford to have a captain 
who does not find a place in the side as 
a batsman. In this particular matter of 
policy, Australia thinks differently 
She picks her team and then the 
captain Thcie is, of course, a logical 







itkipper Mike B’eerlev caught Rod-Marsh bowled Alderman inuf m picfu-ej 


i argument to opt for the alternative. 

: but only as a temporary measure. 

This morning, Brearley’s dismissal, 

' followed almost immediately by 
' Boycott’s due as much to the vagaries 
I of this wicket as Lawson's pace, 
emphasised the lack of re.silience 
which has become inherent in English 
cricket, and if Getting had not been 
dropped in the over before lunch, 
England would have been seriously 
worried about saving the follow on 

Unfortunately for them, this re¬ 
prieve had little bearing on the final 
result of the first innings, and the 
afternoon brought about a complete 
rout of the English batting English 
County cricket with its heavy reliance 
on foreign players, and the fact that 
neither of the two majoi universities is 
any longer geared to produce batsmen 
of the calibre of a Cowdrey or a May, is 
in poor shape Further, the stress on 
one-day cricket tends to confuse all 
except the very best A combination of 
these factors was clearly evident as 
the batting collapsed for 174, after 
which England were asked to follow > 
on Surprisingly, it was not Lillee, but 
the lesser known Alderman and Law- 
son who caused the initial damage 
Aldct man was somewhat off target but | 
moved the ball, and Lawson showed , 
that he was the quickest in either side ■ 
He also bowled straight, and when 
these two tired, Lillee came back to ' 
finish the task Apart from Gower, 
only Botham demonstiated the neces¬ 
sary class to make any kind of impress¬ 
ion, the latter getting a SO in as many 
deliveries. And by the time the 
umpires called it off, Gooch had re¬ 
turned to the pavilion a second time in ; 
the same day 

N an oveicast. windy lourth day, 
England was soon in trouble All 
three of the Australian quick bowleis 
concentiated on pitching the ball 
aiound oft stump, while a cordon of 
slips waited in anticipation The new 
Ibw rule which forces batsmen to play 
at tho.se deliveries outside the off 
stump winch they would have padded 
away two seasons ago is presumably 
the logic behind ihe Aiistraii.iii tactics, 
and It paid oft till Botham and Dilley 
decided to swing the bat. lust in 
desperation, but latei with more aii 
thority 

On this type of wicket, when the 
occasional ball flies or moves discon¬ 
certingly off the seam, one either 
needs Boycott’s technique or Botham’s 
attitude, with of course, a little bit of ' 
luck Anything in between is unlikely 
to succeed, and this F.ngland soon 
discovered as wicket.s fell steadily 
throughout the day, while Boycott de¬ 
fended with all his years of expeii- 
ence 

When he was out after keeping at 
bay the Australian attack for three 
and a half hours, all England’s hopes 
went with him, and theie could not 
have been a spectator who was not 
resigned to an Australian victory In 
letrospect. Boycott’s departure and an 
imminent defeat allowed Botham to 
play the only kind of game which 
could have given any hope of an En¬ 


glish levival And it woikcd 

As soon as Dilley loiiied him, 
Botham began to swing Ins bat at 
practicallv eveivtliing, and lodas loi 
tune favoured him Authentic dines 
through the rovc-is and well tuned 
stiokes ovei mid on weie iiiiei speiseil 
with wild slashes which stieakid uvei 
the slips’ oiitstietcht d liaiul'. 


Keen l)ille\ was iiispiied to have a 
go He plii\c-d ami missed hut when he 
did LoiitU'ct the tieideis weie lell ' 
hel|>less It was a lightback whuli tiu . 
ciiiwd, ptedominantiv Yorkshiienien, | 
ihoioiighls .ippiei i.ited Tin- -Xiisli.i , 
liail quick ImiwIiiil' was soon di-. | 
aii.ned. ,ind one w.i-. leli uondeiing \ 
whv Hughes did not •ittenipt to ch.iiigt I 




I illee seems to neve taken over the umpire's lOb as he gets Gooch caught by Alderman (not in picture) 


in the faie ot sumo htistilo and aicu 
rate hnwhiiK 

Tiieie were ll.islies ol lesist.inct 
fiom Lillee and Bright, hut by then the 
damage had been done anti England 
have now squared the senes 

Breailev has onte again been su..- 
eessful as captain, but as mentioned 
earlier he is not available to tom India 
this coming winiei So, despite this 
extraordinarv win, inspired bv Breai 
ley and etlected by Botham and Willis, 
who took eight foi 43 in the Australian 
second innings. England will be look¬ 
ing foi anothei leadei There is much 
speculation whether a captain should 
be found within the present England 
team or imported from outside And 
who knows’’ If Brearley wins this 
senes, he may well be tempted to 
change his mind 

Pictures by AP 
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the tempo of the game by tiying a 
spinner 

Botham went from strength to 
strength to reach one of the most 
enjoyable and unexpected hundreds 
seen on this giound By the end he was 
14'> not out with Dilley he had put on 
117 runs, and it nothing else, had 
saved England fimn the ignominy of 
an innings defeat 

HE England innings folded early 
on the last day at 3Sf) which left 
Botham unbeaten on 149 and Australia 
with the task of scot ing 129 to win, and 
though the moie optimistic Isiighsh 
supporteis may have smelled a total 
level sal of ton line, nobody seriously 
believed that the Australian batsmen 
would eveiituallv fail to triumph 
Nor had the wicket deterioiated to 
any extent, and what followed can only 
be described as somewhat unfoteseeri 
It was an ideal wicket ‘■oi the tall and 


lanky Willis Alderman, only ,i few 
inches shoitiT, had exploited it better 
than eithei Lillee oi Lawson, and 
where he h.id made the ball use alai 
mingly, it was not sin prising that Wil¬ 
lis with his gieaier height would take- 
even more laretul watt lung And so n 
proved 

Fheie is nobody in the Austialiaii 
side with eitliei Boviott’s espeiieiiie 
or technitpie, and on this wicket only 
Hughes had toe ability to play a 
Botham-lvpe inniiigs fliighes failed 
and the olheis weie unsure of when or 
liow’ to tackle the situation 

Austialia slatted well enough in 
spite of losing Wood early The idea 
seemed to be to lake qiiitk singles to 
keep the scoreboard moving, and it 
woiked initially But the wiiket and 
Willis weie quite capable of pioduting 
the unplayable b.ill, and Austialia sue 
cumbed with some uiiceitain batting 
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Botham m action the England and Somerset all-rounder made a spectacular comeback at Headingley 


TIm rabMli Of 

a gallant 
all-rounder 

Asms RAY describes 
Ian Botham’s comeback 

O N the final day of the Lord’s Test, 
Ian Terence Botham diove out of 
the Grace (lates a lonely, disconsolate 
figure The same ground had been the 
venue of many of his triumphs, includ 
mg the picking up of his hundredth 
victim in Tests—Sunil Gavaskar—in 
1979 But after twelve undistinguished 
matches as captain of England, culmi¬ 
nating m his getting a “pair” in that 
second Test against Australia, and 
consequently, the loss of the lead¬ 
ership, the modem prince of English 
cricket "had indeed become a pauper 
And It appeared, moreover, that it 
would take an indefinite time for him 
to recover the lost fortune 

But precisely a fortnight later at 
Headingley, after one of the most 
astonishing all-round performances, 
which only he, in contemporaiy crick¬ 
et, could muster, he had returned as 
the gloiy and grandeur of English 
cricket—the toast of the cricketing 
fraternity It did not win him back the 
captaincy—it was too late for that— 
but It earned England an incredible 
victory and reinstated Botham to his 
erstwhile status of cricketer extraor¬ 
dinary. What other conclusion can one 
draw after a man has taken seven 
wickets in a match, including six in 
one innings and scored 50 and 149 not 
out in the two ventures’ 

To the traditionalist, Botham was 
I always a rebel who wore the wrong 
I clothes, or said the wrong thing. To the 
urist, he was the man who compre- 
ensively lost his form as soon as he 
i was promoted to the captaincy Also, 

I his stewardship was largely uninspir- 
' mg, which is why in the current series 
I the selectors were reluctant to offer 
i him anything more than ad hoc 
I appointments 

Not surprisingly, he tired of this 
treatment, and after stumps on the 
final day at Loid's approached Alec 
Bedser, chairman of ihc selection com¬ 
mittee, with the request that he be 
either retained foi the remaining en¬ 
counters straightaway or relieved of 
the burden 

The .selectors, having already de- 
, cided to lemove him, accepted his 
j resignation, which, at least, steered 
them away from the unpleasantness of 
dismissing him 

Soon after this episode, Botham 
revealed “I had a chat with Bob Willis, 
the vice captain, and Bemie Thomas, 
the team’s physiotherapist, and told 
them I was giving up Family pressure 
had a lot to do with it. The rest of the 


team were shocked and surprised. But 
I would have given up the job, win or 
lose this match”. 

Then, answering a question, he re¬ 
marked “I dont think I was too young 
for the job If I had been fifteen I 
would have taken it But I just wished 
that there had not been so many 'Tests 
against the West Indies at the start" 
Bedser endorsed that last senti¬ 
ment, stating “He learned more in his 
matches against the West Indies last 
.summer and last winter than many 
captains learn in a lifetime” He also 
clarified “He did not hold a pistol to 
out heads, as has been suggested. He 
is not like that The biggest factor in 
wanting a change is that we think it is 
affecting his form The best way to 
find out if this is true is to see how he 
plays when relieved of the responsibil¬ 
ity And I thing he could be back one 
day as the England captain” 

At Headinglev. right from the word 
“go”, it became obvious that Botham, 
released of the captaincy, and 
erhaps, with Mike Brearley at the 
elm. IS unrec^nisable from the im¬ 
mediate past He seemed a man re¬ 
born, liberated from the chains, that 
infectious gnn back on his face, and 


his arms raised in a fist every time he 
took a wicket or passed fifty or a 
hundred 

Indeed, he claimed a victim in his 
very first over, and captured five more 
in the Australian first innings Then, 
he top scored with .50 in an otherwise 
inglorious England reply of 174 Final¬ 
ly, he produced that knock of rare 
adventure in remaining unconquered 
on 149, his highest Test score 

In the concluding chapter, it was he 
who obtained the initial break, but 
other than that took a superb catch in 
the slips to confirm that he was back at 
his best even as a fieldsman. What 
more could his cntics ask for, what 
more could anyone, for that matter? 

“It feels fabulous" he said after his 
amazing display. And was he now 
convinced that the captaincy was 
weighing him down? “It’s a bit of a 
‘Catch 22’ situation, isn’t it”’ was the 
response. 

So, Bedser has got the message he 
was seeking, and it is very doubnul if 
he and his colleagues will be particu¬ 
larly inclined towards calling him b«ck 
to the captaincy in the near fumre. It’s 
just not worth their or England's 
while. 




rrwttr-yn, Pnctar— 
fw ERglMri eapMlfl 

ALAN Qt&SON, examining the question of who 
should lead the England side scheduled to tour India 
this winter, suggests the name of Mike Procter as 
Breariey’s logical successor 


T he appointment of Biearley as 
En^and captain was made on the 
basis mat he was the likeliest man to 
save the senes against Austraba. This 
was, in prmciple, a conrect decision, 
because beating Australia should be 
regarded as an end in itself, not a 
preparation for anything else. Even if 
none of your best eleven are going to 
be able to make the following tour, 
they should still be chosen. Still, it 
does make you wonder about who is 
going -to be captain in India next 
.winter 

Brearley has repeated that he will 
not be available, though I suppose the 
decision might not be irreversible, 
since it is reported that he may be 
visiting there as a journalist Botham 
blight be reappointed, if he recoveis 
his form, though that cuts both ways 
for the pour chap For if he does, there 
will be plenty to say “Just shows how 
much better he is when he’s nut cap¬ 
tain.” 

Botham’s departure was gracefully 
handled, without recriminations, 
though he was wrong in believing that 
there was anything derogatory in 
being made captain on a match-by- 
matcti basis. The great majority of 
England captains, at home, have been 
so appointed 

I have much sympathy for him 
When he was given the job, it was the 
general opinion that he was too young 
for It by a couple of years or so. But 
there was really nobody else Brearley, 
by announcing that he would not tour 
again, had effectively invited the 
.selectors to choose a successor. 

Fletcher would have made a good 
captain, but he was not so young, and 
even at his best was never a famous 
player of fast bowhng—and it so hap¬ 
pened that the next two rubbers, con¬ 
secutively at home and away (a stupid 
arrangement) were to be played 
against the West Indies, with their 
four very fast bowlers. 

Rose might have been a good 
choice, but you must remember that at 
the begmning ot the 1980 season he 
had not come near to establishing 
himself in the En^nd side. Then, in 
the West Indies, he had eye trouble 
and had to come home early. I have 
seen him bat well several tunes this 
season, and he may come into the 
reckoning again, but eye trouble of a 

a degree which causes a man to l^ave in 
a-tour is something of which any 
ector would be wary 


Other names are thrown about. 
Knight has never seemed quite good 
enough to play for England, though 
there were those who said the same of 
^wis (the men have some similar¬ 
ities) before Lewis did well both as 
captain and batsman on the Indian 
tour of 1972-3 This season I saw 



Kn^t csqptain Surrey against D< 
bysnire at the Oval with a lack 
initiative which was deplorab 
—though 1 suupose there are tha 
who feel a lack of initiative is 
desirable quality in an England ca 
tain, as modern Tests are played. 

Gooch has his supporters, and : 
does Gower, their preference usual 
depending upon the part of the cou 
try from which they come. 1 met 
Yorkshireman the other day wl 
swore that Jack Hampshire was tl 
man. although Hampshire lost his j< 
as Yorkshire captain last year 

Then there is Boycott John WoO' 
cock, whose opinions 1 always vak 
(“Hail, honour’d Woodcock, enterpri 
ing sage!” as the poet Shenstone nea 
ly wrote), thought that Boycott migl 
be the best man to lead England; i 
home this season, but shied away froi 
him as a touring captain. There wi 
too much going against Boycott, and I; 
would not have been a popular choic 
with the players-—though 1 do ni 
think Brian Close, one of the selector 
had any business to say in public ths 
Boycott would not captain Englan 
while he was on the committee. 

Botham’s experience of captainc 
has not matured him, as had bee 
hoped, not least by Brearley, whos 
support for him made me think tfa 
original choice was the right one. He . 
sun too much inclined to a punch-u| 
verbal and occasionally physical. Th 
extra responsibility has affected h. 
play, and so has the extra weight 

Bi^t it IS improbable that any Eni 
land captain could have done muc 
better, in results, in those two fea: 
some senes against the West Indie. 
He had no real adviser to whom to tur 
oil the West Indies tour Alan Sinit 
was desperately preoccupied wit 
managerial problems, Barrington diet 
Brearley was at home He has a youii 
man’s pride, and perhaps should hav 
leant more on Boucott, though Boycui 
is nut the easiest of men to lean upoi 

I return to the point. Who would d 
better? I am glad Brearley has bee 
chosen, but there was a better ma 
available, Michael Procter 

Procter is now qualified to play lo 
England, under the new regulation: 
Of course they are bloody silly rcgult 
tions, and there was nevei the sligh 
est chance of it happening The prit 
cipal reason Procter became “English 
was that Gloucestershire could sig 
another overseas player 

But still, there the regulations an. 
and if Butcher of Barbados plays for u 
111 the West Indies, we mi^t at leas 
follow the law and the logic an. 
choose Procter for Englsand He ha 
.shown, in his years with Gloucestei 
shire, an ability to identify himsel 
with Enghsh cricket, and endear him 
.self to English cricketers, which only; 
few overseas cricketers have emu 
lated 

He is more “English” than Creii 
ever was. He would like to play fo 
England, and there are no doubt 
about his merit We should pick him 
and make hfin captain, or else changi 
the rules again Counny sp-"-" 
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News: National 


Mohun Bagan confirm 
superiority 

CHUNI GOSWAMI reports on the Mohun Bagan-East Bengal encounter 


W ITH littio ()i no piessure on 
oirhor side, since the fate of the 
Calcutta League had already been 
more ot h'ss doiided, we weie tieaied 
to some (It'lightlul soccer A lepetition 
of the statistics of the game would 
serve no piiri>ose, but 1 do want to 
nieiitioti that similar things happened 
some 14 years ago when Mohammedan 
Spotting became champions in 1%7 
There was, howevei, a slight difler- 
ence in the overall picture of the 
championship then That year, when 
Mohun Bagan took on Ea.st Bengal at 
the Kdeii (jardens, a drawn encountei 
would have given East Bengal the 
I eague honours A win tor Mohun 
Bagan, on the other hand, would have 
made Moh.iinmedan Sporting the 
ch,impious That veai— pist as they did 
this lime—Mohun Bagan beat Hast 
Bengal club by all) margin Iniiden- 
tails 1 was the scorer tor mv club that 
das and a siiipiise awaited me at my 
residence that evening—some deli- 
c ions tood c nut tesy the 1 amous Aminia 
Kesi.iuiaiii ot Calcutta—a sumptuous 
dinner foi 'll) people' 

This time, though, the outcome of 
thc‘ match had little beating on the 
final result of the League as Moham 
niedan Sporting were well ahead of 
Mohun Bagan, the neatest team by two 
clear points, before the match This 
win for Mohun Bagan was a moral 
victory, (ertainly, bur with little other 
srgiiilicaiice 


Much has been sard ot giouncl ton 
ditions at the Eden Cardens in the 
monsoon, during which season good 
football IS just not possible at this 
venue Fortunately, iheie liari not 
been much ram and though the ground 
looked very inviting from a rlistaiice I 
must stress that loiidilions under foot 
were very trying tor the players The 
venue turned out to be yet another 
notorious “siickv thig", the- kind nl 
surface which takes a heavy toll on the 
men playing the game in terms ol 
power and muscle eneigv 

Thus It was not at all sui prising that 
the match, which began at wliirlwind 
pace, eventually slowed clown dramati¬ 
cally—the reason heing the gioimd 
conditions Because of this, the olden 
group Sudhii, Habib, .Suiapi, Shvam 
Thapa and Majicl (if indeed he was 
intured) all seemed rathc'r off colour 
By way of ccmipatison, the youiigei, 
more powerful plav'ers like Mihii, Sub 
rata, Monoranian and the siiiightlv 
Samar were all obvious successes on 
the day 

Coming back to the' game, the 
march was clean and those players 
who were expected to play well--given 
the condition ol the giound —pei- 
lormed accoiding to expectations 
East Bengal adopted the right system 
and approach, initialing more moves 
than Mohun Bagan in (he fust half and 
creating a lew chances as well The 
functioning of the East Beng.il hall 


line was cjuiie praisewonhy Machado 
lightly kept himself pist behind .Jam- 
shicl and VLijid One inspired laspmg 
shot towiirds the* Mohun Bagan goal¬ 
mouth hit the- outer lell post, to the 
mill I itic.itiou ol the Ivast Bengal sup- 
poi leis 

The domiiiaiioii bv hast Bengal in 
the In SI hah was possible only because 
ot till* lliiee iiiedios [| would leallv 
have been a wondeiliil success for this 
team had the tvso lianians laised iIkmi 
game to the- same level 

In the ,ibsc‘iict’ of twci tiuid wingers. 
East Bengal did the right thing by 
adopting the i { 4 system with positive 
stiikeis MajicI, ,|anishicl and Francis 
ahead In lact. East Bengal held ter 
iiloiial sway duiing the fust halt, onlv 
hc'cause they cioniinated the “prepiira- 
Iioii ^une''—the midfield with the 
thieve half-hacks in total command 

While Miichado piowleci behind the 
ihiee stiikeis waiting foi an opporiuii 
itv, the other two I'tiiid and Amah at 
wcitked oveitiine alongside the- touch 
line, coveiing at least "iO oi (lO vaids It 
was obvious that lliev wanted to heat 
the Mohun Bagan deep tielendeis in 
the air but Samai being t|iute tall and 
a good header was able to give Siibraia 
good support III aeiial tussles as .i 
result of which there weie h.iidly any 
chances in the air toi tile lianuiiis 

Unfortunately, .|aiiishicl is a tioui 
ball piciyei and he had no altc-inaiive 
but to tiv 111 the ail, but it was most 


Pihb sell's thp hciH t'oivi' wilti Sudhir and Biiwajit tiying to !>top it 'n k.iii' 









Coaches’ views 


After the match, SARAJIT DEB spoke to the 
coaches of Mohun Bagan, SANKAR BANERJEE 
and East Bengal, SANTO MITRA respectively 


SANKAR BANERJEE: Even 
though this match did not have 
much importance in the League, it 
was .1 prestige neveitheJess as 
Mohun Bagan and East Bengal are 
aich rivals We had beaten them in 
the I'edeiation Cup and we wanted 
to piove our superioritv once again 
We badly needed this victory be- 
lause It would help inculcate a 
lighting spirit foi the matches to 
(ome and also for the tournaments 
that aie to follow after the League 
What was very good about my 
side was that all the players were 
mentally piepuied fur the match 
l\en those who were not m the 
team had been infused with this 
^l>lllt and were helping the otheis 
has! Bengal started well because 
ihc\ had adopted a new strategy to 
innihat which my players were 
I Hiding It ditficult to adjust. Gra¬ 
dually, though, my players began to 
lake coiitiol of (he proceedings We 
missed a few chances in the bargain 
but so did they, although I think we 
got more openings 

Ltoin the East Bengal side, the 
player who caught the eve was 
Monoranian Bhattacharya He 
(ought very well and covered a 
great deal of ground All my defen¬ 
ders played well, especially Sub- 
ratd Bhattacharya Mihir Bose also 
functioned well, working very haid 
The main leason we won was be¬ 
cause all my boys displayed 
tiemendous fighting spiiit 

SANTO MITRA: In these matches, 
the team that utilises its chances 
best alw'dys comes out victorious 
Both sides this time wasted too 


mapy openings, although Mohun 
Bagan scored on one such occasion 
On the other hand, my players 
failed 1 think the basic fault with 
my team is lack of involvement 
They did not play as a team, there 
was no team spirit and most of the 
players participated as if it was 
something they had no option but 
to do 

The day before the match, I 
spoke to the players and it was 
decided by all that we should adopt 
the 4-1-3 system. The mam reason 
for this was that we have no posi¬ 
tive wingers in the side And I 
think, we were not wrong in our 
assessment In the initial stages, my 
midfielders gamed superiority m 
the midfield and we enjoyed the 
upper hand during that period. We 
even created a few openings, hut 
poor marksmanship let us down. 
Gradually, my players started los¬ 
ing ground and when the goal was 
scored, it seemed as if the whole 
team was stranded Even after con¬ 
ceding the goal, we created open¬ 
ings but time and again bad shoot¬ 
ing by the Iranians let us down 

Coming to the individual assess¬ 
ment of my players; Biswajit Das m 
goal played well He could have 
done absolutely nr thing when the 
goal was scoied He tiled his best 
and even got a hand to the ball, but 
could not gather it Monoranjan 
was outstanding in defence He was 
the best player on the ground, at 
least from my side If it had nut 
been for him, the Mohun Bagan 
forwards would have had a field 
dav His timely interceptions and 
tackles saved many a dangerous 


Amalrai ard goalkeeper Bism/ii Das try Ihmr besi lo stop an aggressive Habib 





situation. 1 had no other option but 
to play Sudhir Karmakar as the 
other stopper Shekharan did not 
want to play because he has some 
problems with the club. It was too 
much to expect a perfect game from 
Sudhir at this age Though he was 
mainly responsible for the goal he 
played well otherwise. My two wing 
backs, Mathews and Dilip Palit 
have limited abilities. While Dilip, 
using tough means, was somewhat 
successful m checking Surajit Sen- 
gupta, Mathews failed He is gener¬ 
ally a very safe player, but does not 
have the necessary speed When 
the goal was scored, he should have 
covered the open space, but that 
would have been asking too much 
from my wing backs. 

In the half-line, Joseph Machado 
was easily the most outstanding 
player In the first half he was 
assisted to a certain extent by 
Amalraj, but as the match progres¬ 
sed, for some weird reason he 
seemed to fade away Fareed may 
have looked positive, but he was far 
from it He got a lot of free balls in 
the initial stages but he mispassed 
them He also tailed to snatch the 
balls from the opponents 

Machado on the other hand kept 
a close vigil on Mihir (especially in 
the first half) whom I knew would 
play as a withdrawal forward Ab¬ 
out the strikers, the less said the 
better They did not do anything 
positive at dll 

From the Mohun Bagan side, 
Shibaji hardly had anything to do, 
for he was scarcely tested On two 
occasions he was stranded, first 
when Machado’s shot hit the post 
and again when Subrata gathered a 
Shyamal Banerjee backpass 
Gautam Sarkar, played well, but he 
was far from the form he is capable 
of producing. He and Habib, howev¬ 
er, tried to create openings whenev¬ 
er they got the ball by virtue of 
through passes, which was not the 
case with my linkmen My halves 
failed to create openings. 

Their forward line played in 
patches. Xavier Pius is a wonderful 
player Perhaps m Calcutta he 
alone can be dangerous without the 
ball He created a lot of trouble for 
my defence. Mihir was a bit sub¬ 
dued in the fir.se half, but when my 
halves failed to check him, he was 
dangerous Ulaga did not play as he 
should have, especially since he 
had Mathews on his side. And abodt 
their strongest point—defence—it 
was a very close knit unit. 

Overall, the ground conditions 
were bad It was very hot and added 
to all that was the problem of sticky 
ground. It seemed hard on top, but 
it was sticky beneath the surface, 
although of course this was a prob¬ 
lem that confronted both sides 
They won because they played as a 
team, which we failed to do. Also, 
they committed fewer errors. 






Hribit ,tppi ujclwiij Iht' f.isf BeriijHi qodi i^ith Amjirai budhir Manoionian jm.! qOitlkPi‘ppr Bn^u/d/il D<js trying to lovpr him 



Majid and bhy.imal iiivulved m a tmstc as Subrata wails in roadinpst in lackip the siluahon 


surpiising ro see that Majid did not 
CVI.M1 oiKt* lake on the responsibility of 
tryiiiK to hold or dodge past a single 
opposing deieiidur iii front of the 
Mohuii Bagan goalmouth This made it 
rather easy loi the Mohun Bagan deep 
defenders to stave off the onslaught by 
the East Bengal medios Although they 
did faltei on a couple of occasions, this 
IS always to he e\])ecied in an encoun¬ 
ter iiividving two teams ol this calibre 
i.istiiig 70 minutes 

Mohun Bagan was undoubtedly a 
I beitei team in the second half and 
luhlv deseived the victory Except foi 
llaliib to some extent, the tunctiomng 
ol the team in the 4-2-4 system was 
most cohesive and puiposeful, main¬ 
taining the right rnaigin of ground 
' among the bat ks, linkmen and torwaid 
line Habib has certainly seen his best 
' days but hi;, lole in the team is akin to 
' that of Mike Brearley as Eaigland Cap¬ 
tain Although he does not meet with 
. much peisoiial success, this footballei 
IS a constant source ol inspiration to 
his boys, especially when the chips are 
down 

The Mohun Bagan team is lucky to 
have Mihir Bose, who, apait from 
being a striker, covers more ground 
than expected Mihir has come of age 
With his fluid dodging, he has caught 
Machado advancinq with Ihp ball 


everybody’s imagination lie loo is a 
team man although he is not excep¬ 
tionally gifted 

Uldganathan is at times lespoiisible 
foi the smooth tiinctioning ol Mohun 
Bagan's 4-2-4 .system He is still last 
and despite being timid he is capable 
of stretching the opposing flank backs 
in a mannei that benefits both strik¬ 
ers Pius, though he is basically a 
striker, is not essentially a beefy hitter 
ol the ball e'ther in air or on the 


ground, but 1 have larely seen a better 
passei of the ball 

Since Mihii had to tall back a lot, 
Xavier needed a sh.irp shooter with 
him all along •irid things would have 
been much rosiei than this 1-0 vic¬ 
tory—there could have- beep many 
mure goals 

The loopholes in the I'.as, Bengal 
deep detente were there in plenty 
Except Monoiaiijaii, ni.hody in the 
team’s deep delence deserves to play 
toi a big team As tai as “man to man” 
coveiiiig Ol zonal coveiiiig is con 
ceiiied. It was paihetic lo watch the 
Emm Bengal di'teiice in ticiion 'Ihis 
line survives paiily because ol Moiioi- 
anian but 1 am atiaid that by compari 
son Subiata, position play wise, is still 
miles ahead ol Monoiaiiian, who will 
leain with the passage of lime 

Lastly, It IS ni‘(essar\ to mention 
the causes foi the all iinpoitant goal 
Sudhir, who was a eery fine jilayei in 
his day, was distinctly in two minds 
and IS now not lit enough to |iimp high 
He hesitated and X.ivni, without 
being diagonally loieied by .iiu of the 
! backs, had all the time in iht- woild to 
> net the all impoii.int goal ot the day 







Both sides missed too many chances 


P. K. BANERJEE, while analysing the trends of the much-awaited encounter, 
points out that the standard of football in India leaves much to be desired 

G hNI.RAI. l<i\<)urcd d smile at them Strangely—but missed from point 

draw between atch iivals Mohun In their cruual encounter against blank range after being hotly chased 
Bagan jikI Kdsi Rengal .ilihough It was Mohamniedan Sporting, East Bengal by Subrata Thethirdihancetulmin- 
eleai that il ant line team had the edge weie down by a solitary goal but <ited in a miraculous save both fur 
It would be the foimei Since 1 have squandered three gilt-edge chances Shivaji and Mohun Bagan Subrata 
loaihed both dubs 1 knew exactlv one aftei the other Had they sue- mistimed a header 20 yards from the 
what l-.ist Bengal aie capable of— ceeded on anv one of these attempts goalline—this was the only mistake he 
which oiilv a iiersnii ol mv expelleiice thev would hate been back on the made in the whole match—and Mapd 
can gauge right track But that was not to be and cushioned the ball neatly tor an 

Tranklv, ihe Fast Bengal siippoi- anvone would have been shocked at onrushing Machado to unleash the 
lets hate a stiange qualitv tlievaieoi the outcome ol that match best shot ol the day However, this 

the opinion that ilieii side is capable Against Mohun Bagan this lime, struck the left upright and went out, 
111 beating both Mohun Bagan and Fast Bengal had then chance to forge leaving the goalkeeper daved for a 
Mohammedan S])orting and ili.it Fast ahead in the iiiiual stages of the match while and no doubt giving the Mohun 
Bengal IS perhaps the best outlii in the vchen thev put everything into then Bagan fans mild heart attacks 
couiiiiv as well Ihis I think is uii- ail.ick I'nie, then wiiigei llldga- That was all lor Cast Bengal Had 

cioiibiedlv Fast Bengal’s mosi piecious iiatliaii missed fiom shakehand range thev availed of at least one oppoitun- 
iissei 11 anv Fast Bengal plavei i<- but this was because the angle was so itv, the sioiy would have been ditfe- 
spouse with a goal iii the toughest ol vei\ aci le Besides. Hlaga does not rent 

situations, the applause and natuial have a positive leli-footer The all-imporiant goal netted cool- 

outbuisi 111 emotion has to be seen to Then came Ivast Bengal’s thiee best Iv by Xaviei Pius in the second half 
be believc-d lliistacloi is capalile ol oppoiluiiities First, a coiner from Ma- saw a scene similai lo the one Biswapt 
raising a team’s game to cli/zv heights pel floated over Mohun Bagan custo- Das had to face against Mohammedan 
1 have seen seveial mall ties when a clian SInvap Banei |ee as well as Jam- S C in their pievious big league 
Mohun R.igan vicioiv seemed a fme shid and Siibiata Bhairachaiva It engagement In this case, the worst 
gone conclnsion hut a single goal landed in front of L U Francis, who was inevitable, toi when Monoran|aii 
against the lun of plav can woik did the onlv coirect thing in the entire Bhaitachaiya is not aiound to covei 
nniacles 1 can cue iimpleen examples game, btickpassnig to lanishid But the u]>, the other ihiee look very slow 
when F.asi Bengal have iiseii lilei.illv latlei flopped, kicking wide off the when it comes to maiking plavei' oi 
out ol the ashe ,, but iinloi innately loi niaik all hough he was light in front of coveiing the vital /one 
ilu'tn then lasi iwo iiiaiches leve.iled ihe goalmouth There followed a Once Plus had scored past Biswapt 

tliat thev came close to seen mg at chance toi Mapd. who stretched to Das’s outstielclie.l hands Mohun 
CMu'ial nioiiients Dame I uc k did not conneci the ball—which bounced Bagan could have added a couple more 


m.iniiUfc .1 iX'ji unit saw wine Mt'i\<uinian ,iril Sudlur nalr/i dnxiouil\ and Lllagaiidthan looks on in expectdlion s-'-i. i.hai ixi i-ai.m 
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Mihir Bose gets the belter of Joseph Mecnado 
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^ocils lioiii thiff nt'iii ^o.il s((>iinf; 
ihancL's To pioie niv point, ll.ilnb 
who has slowod down consideiahlv, 
was ahk- to lakt- Mailiows, Siidhir 
karin.ikai and itiwMids (hc-t-nd Munoi 
.inian on a dia(;onal loiiiv, iiinninf; 4(1 
nu-iios with the ball onK to laltci with 
his battc-iod rinhi loot in tho six vaid 
bos 

I'lton ivi- saw a lino pieto ol oppoi 
tunisin when Suraiit Soiif;npta lapiial- 
ised on a moniontais niisnndoistand 
iiif; to collect a loose leittio fioni I ho 
iiRitt SooiUK (Ills, Biswajtt Das came 
out to colloLl, hositalirif; loi a iiattiott 
of a second as ho saw Ins onrnshtng 
leaiii-mato \bithews stiiinblo When 
.Siiiapt save Biswapt oil ftiiaui he 
sneaked in, heat both the f;oalkoopet 
and M.iihews, then backpassod iieatlv 
loi Mihii Rose—who phivod like a 
liotan alter the bioathei, riviiih his 
team siabilits—hut who inissed the 
oas\ chance because ho w.isted too 
much time The third chance was an 
angular shot by .'uitaitt fioin neailv 12 
vaids out which Biswapt saved on the 
^oalhne at the second attemtit 

The Mohun BuKaii ciitaikinf; line 
easily outpaced the hast Beiif.al deep 
delent«‘, while on the other hiind I'.ast 
Bengal's thiee toiwaids posed a lew 
pioblein lot the solid Mohun Baf;an 
defence Moriuraniaii was delinitelv 
the most outstandjiiK in the ii ai line. 






A Mohun BaganoEast 
Bengal match on the 
Calcutta Maidan is a fes¬ 
tival. Such occasions are 

J 'ust not matches any more, 
t does not matter if both 
the teams are out of the 
running for the Calcutta 
League honours. As a 15- 
year-old soccer enthusiast 
said: “Even if these two 
teams play in the fourth 
division, tne same crowd 
will turn up and the tempo 
will be tust as high as it 
normally is.” 

Very well said. Tradi¬ 
tion, prestige and lot of 
other factors go along with 
this match. But what one 
found very strange this 
year was the lack of enthu¬ 
siasm in the East Bengal 
camp. Usually, it is the 
other way around. The 
East Bengal players, offi¬ 
cials and supporters are 
confident of victory, 
irrespective of the 
strength of rival teams. 
Perhaps, the fact that they 
lust both to Mohun Bagan 
and Mohammedan Sport¬ 
ing in the Federation Cup 
a tew months ago and were 
again defeated by the 
black-and-white jerseys in 
the Calcutta League was 
at the back of their minds. 

On the other hand, the 
Mohun Bagan camp (play¬ 
ers, officials and suppor¬ 
ters) were confident “1 
can say one thing with con¬ 
viction- we’ll not lose We 
are confident of our de¬ 
fence. We know that in the 
small matches they have 
let in a few goals, but that 


^pSaidanimusings^^ 


was mainly because they 
did not take those games 
senously. But if they play 
seriously, which they will j 
naturally do in the match. 
East Bengal will not be 
able to score against us. 

For that reason, we cannot 
lose. And if by God’s 
grace, we manage to score, 
weD win,” said a Mohun 
Bagan fan before the 
match. He was ri^t. The 
Mohun Bagan defence did 
not allow the East Bengal 
forwards to score and 
Xavier Pius gave them 
that vital goal which sea¬ 
led the fate of the match. 
There were two visible pic¬ 
tures after the match—one 
of joy and the other of 
sorrow. 

That sport is far above 
politics was proved when 
the PWD Minister Jatin 
Chakravarty (of the Left 
Front) embraced Subrata 
Mukherjee, a Congress(I) 
leader after the match. 

That they belong to two 
different parties did not 
matter. Their team’s vic¬ 
tory was more important 
for those two ardent 
Mohun Bagan fans. 

The Mohun Bagan play¬ 
ers entered the Club 
House of the Eden Car¬ 
dens (the dressing room) 
amidst loud cheering The 
players were congratulat¬ 
ing each other and in one 
corner stood the captain of 


this year’s team, Pradip 
Choudhury, who has hard¬ 
ly played a match this sea¬ 
son. Compton Dutta came 
and shook hands with him 
and with tears of joy run¬ 
ning down his cheeks said: 
“We beat them again, cap¬ 
tain.” 

Pradip said; “1 think , 
the match was better be¬ 
cause there was no League 
pressure. A lot of chances 
were created and 1 think 
we deserved our victory. It 
was a prestige issue and 
we turned out to be suc¬ 
cessful.” The man who 
scored that all-important 
goal was, naturally, the ap¬ 
ple of everyone’s eye 

He was showered with 
congratulations and in be¬ 
tween acknowledging the 
cheers said: “I was not fit 
for the match. In fact, till 
about 15 minutes before 
the commencement, T was 
sure I would not play be¬ 
cause of my groin injuiy 
But Mannada (Sailen Man¬ 
na) and BhattacharyarJa 
(Subrata Bhattacharyaj 
told me to enter the field 
and play as long a.s I could 
They told me that the mo¬ 
ment 1 felt uneasy 1 could 
come off For the interest 
of the team I entered the 
field It was a great expeii- 
ence scoring a goal against 
East Bengal in Calcutta. In 
fact, till last season I had 
never scored against them 



The two goals that 1 scored 
in the Federation Cup at 
Madras were my first and 
now there is this. When I 
got that ball, I wanted to 
make sure that it entered 
the net. For that reason I 
went close to the goal. I 
was sure that Sudhir Kar- 
makar would not be able 
to reach me. I’m feeling so 
happy that 1 cannot ex¬ 
press it in words. It was 
simply terrific.” 

In all that happiness 
that envelojied the Mohun 
Bagan dressing room 
someone asked Shivaji 
Banerjee, the custodian, 
as to why he did not make 
an attempt to save the 
Machado shut Pat came 
his reply “There were 
three players in front of 
me and my view was ob- 
strucied. We were lucky 
that the ball hit the post. 
But we created more open 
mgs and we were definite¬ 
ly the bettei side ” 

Prasun Baneriee, the 
star of the Mohammedan 
Sporting-East Bengal 
match came and < ongi atu- 
iated the Mohun Bagan 
players on thou victory 
and then went to the adia- 
cent East Bengal camp and 
consoled their playeis He 
was followed by Subrata 
Bhattacharya, Surajit Sen- 
gupta and Pradip 
Choudhury who also con¬ 
soled the East Bengal play¬ 
ers, who were sitting down 
with their heads m their 
hands Dilip Paul, the sub¬ 
stitute goalkeeper was 
clearly in tears. What must 
have been more painful 
for the players was the 
humiliation they faced 
when they were coming 
back to the dressing room 
after the match, as they 
were showered with the 
choicest of abuse by spec¬ 
tators 

This humiliation con¬ 
tinued in their match after 
this defeat The team had 
to be escorted by police on 
to the ground Even that 
did not save them from a 
few stones and some of the 
supporters even spat on 
the players. When the 
team left the field during 
the interval to refresh 
themselves, they were 
again showered with both 
abuse and stones. The 
police took action and dis¬ 
persed the crowd hut it 
was indeed a sad experi¬ 
ence for the East Bengal 
players 









tfiice dntl ottence. always fimitioniug 
•IS a Lolu'Mve iinii This also tonmios a 
posiinc plan wnlioiii \shuh ii is not 
tiMsible to pil tliri‘0 lorwaitis afL'.aitisi 
tout ch'U’iiili-is Iti this iL'itaiil. Fast 
Hyiu;al tiul not havt' tllt' titiu' to dil|usl 
III till' s\sic III il.i'i used toi this f;anu* 
liispiiaiion alorii‘ i.anuol losei up .1 
team’s \M.ikuess It has to lu haikecl 
li\ oiitaiiisL'd and dediiati'd Iioiul 
wot k 

Shivap looked a ptitute ol louIi 
deiu e, espi'i. tally oti iiii hot lU' tluatet s 
He laced piaylualiv tio still shots 
apatt I tom Machitdos tasptne kuk 
which had him jiuessiim Suliiata, 
S.imai Shsanial and I iittlptmi ,dl did 
tluii tolls otIicieniK Bulnaia iilasui 
lllo^ll^ as a tiee ileleiuUi allowini; 
S.iiiiai 10 inatk lanishid cIUiiimK 
which he did l-sccpt loi lliat one 
I'leiTiish till shot ol Staihado < Suh 
lala wa< iiidei d oiitsiaiidiiii' Iti the 


while in the vital midlieid aica, 
Machado played well in the lust halt 
and looked a const.int daiittei I'ateed 
perlotined tn patches hut llw teiilace 
meitt ave tell on hitn Amaliat was lost 
in the second halt Aiiiottn the for 
waicis, the tit luted M:i|id could t>ot do 
much, while ( D 1 tancis looked as tl 
he had been t>ivi-n the best tti.indstatid 
ticket to watch this piesliKious match 
Jamshid was sandwiched belvseeti 

Samai Bhaitaihaiva and Siibiat.i 
Neitliei his mocertieiit noi Ins 

ap|)ioacli veas aii\ teal ihicat to the 

rival deteiice 

With lettard to loiinatioii. 11 is not 
the simplest thinn to c|iin one ii.iiticu 
lar pattern ol i>lay in t.icoui of 
iinothei 'lo do somethin); like this 

lequiies pleniv ol iitnt' and bouts ot 
piac'tice The It am must become ton 
cersaiit with the nioces, and must be 
able lo alletiiale Iteeh btUweeii de 
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Mihtr dribbles oast Maud while Monoranian looks on from a dislanie 


midlicId llahili deliiiili l\ looked out * 
ot |)liici ihiiliie.lle tiisi si smoii. ccliile '' 
(■aiil.ini stiiieaded 10 tind lie loiiii j 
Miliii Bose iciideietl \i oinaii siivne 
lalliii); back to he l|< tin inc dliis and ' 
l.ikiiii' tin ball iiiilii Id di ibbliii); wt II | 
.iiid tl ediiii; Ills li'icsaids coiis!,inil\ , 

I 

I laitiin.iilniii tills cl'all'll 01 ac.iihd j 
III bc'iiulilcil i;oal sc 01 iiie’, iImiiiis in | 
e\ei\ iiialcli tie alcsacs si 1 o in 1 
constant motion, wliellni he has the | 
ball Ol not, oiiK lo set < 1(1 pet cent ot ' 
Ills c'lloil Koini; wasli liiii lo iiialii . 
and teebli shot. X.iviei I'lie <lioiii;li 1 
not liilh til, had till uiui|iit c Ion,'■ ot ! 
ilctlliu; ihiee itoals ai'.aiiist Im an It ' 
iicals in tliiei outiiicts With his dnl 
it\, he IS ca)),il)lc ol tiein,' tin most 1 
d.iiiitetous foitcaid in the loii’ili',. it 
he Itecoiiies .1 lillli bolcli 1 1 

Bui w.tv ol t one liision, it is a sad I 
commetilaiv on the staiid.iid III Indi.in i 
looiliall that CSC ate ha]ip\ with tin 
tail'dished out v.hci c e'. t > c lliii d pa s 
IS .1 inisp.iss, ccheie only oni it iliai at 
.ill -in I cel \ lout sittc IS Is ( one • I li il 
into a I’oal 


33 







MnubrineKs"™ 




NUTRtNE • 

CONFECTIONERY CO ITO * 
PALAMANER ROAD • 
CHITTOOR 517 002 (A P ) • 


ICAS/NC b2 31 E 




Notrine 

chocolate eclairs. 

Doable the treat 
in every sweet. 



NATION AL-35 Sprinty BC and Sprinty C comeras 

• Smart, sleek, perfectly balanced and elegantly styled 

• High impact ABS non-breakable body—the latest m 
camera technology Extra light Rugged Easier to handle 

• Greater depth of focus with f/2 8 high resolution lens 
Takes needle-sharp pictures 

• High speed shutter with fast action,ultra-soft release 
Automatic film loading with 
National Quick Loading (Q L ) system 

• Synchronised for flash Enables you to take pictures 
anytime, anywhere 

SF'RINTY C-WITHOUT EXPOSURE METER 

Y * NATIONAL INSTRUMENTS LIMITED 

(A Governmont of lodid Enterprise) 
jAdovpur. Crflcutta-700 032 

NATIONAL"35 SPR1NTY_ CAMERAS-ProfessionalPerfection for Amateurs 



naa-Ni-8142 





Interview 


Team spirit was the key 

The player who has made a habit of reserving his 
best for the big day, SUBRAT A BHATTACHARYA. 
tells SARA JIT DEB that team spirit, along with 
other factcn-^’ helped his team win 


S PORlSVVCmiD: What is sour im¬ 
pression of (he match'' Was (he 
result a true indication of the game-’ 
SUBRATA BHATTACHARYA. It 
was a fail result We plave\l hettei ami 
won What was lemarkahle about thi'. 
match was that both teams i)la\> .ui 
open game, thus creating a lot ul 
chances Their b«’^t oppoitiiuitv came 
when Majid batkpassed to Machado, 
whose shot hit the post 1 ha' was sheet 
bad luck Nowadavs a lot ot goals ate 
scored in this fashion—the hal\es lun- 
inng in and shooting home 'lliev got 
that chance heciiuse of a detensive 
la|>se on out pai t but 1 can sav that (he 
chances we got were moie cieatuo 
'I hat we missed those openings is a 
ditfeient inatti'i 

SW. Wh> do you think Fast Bengal 
were able to dominate the Inst halt-' 
SB I agiee that ihe\ Held territo 
iial siijtietnacv in the lust half We 
knew that they would use ihe 4 1 d 
format ion and tot that reason, one ol 

'■1 i( I I'.' V II j 'iicu'i' .1 (i.s (■ 


mil strikets (Mihii i was instiucted to 
tall back a little,and hold the centre . 
hall in check Ills duts was to see that ^ 
Machado did not cioss the centre-line , 
Mihii w.is doing Ins lob when we weie i 
on the detensive. but when we moved I 
up on till attack. In was nut able to | 
come back (juicklc when thev cnuntei ' 
at lacked and then halves weie playing 
flee Initially. I had told Samar to 
mark Jamshid and I was plavmg as a 
sweeper but when we saw that Mihir 
was failing to come down, we changed 
out stiategv in the second hall Samar 
was asked to watch Machado and 1 ! 
ke[)t .Jauishid That helped because I 
the inan-lo man marking bc-c ame much 
close!. beiietniMg us and we began to j 
dominate the game The introduction i 
ol Kliahd/i helped ns eten hiithei Me ( 
has no skill and he was [ilaving as a 
withdrawal loiwaid W’e ktiew he was 
not capable ot creating a chance trom 
wheie he was placing and so Compton 
was always tree and sometimes even 
moM'd lip 



SW: What about the goal? 

SB: Shyamal sent in a long chip 
trom the centie ot the field As 1 am a 
defender. 1 think Sudhir tried to kick 
Xavier when he jumped to head the 
ball. What usually happens in these 
sort of situations, this occurred again. 
His eves weie on Xavier, so Sudhir 
missed the flight of the ball Xavier 
moved away and gained control of the 
ball since the giound was slow But I 
think the two side-backs should have 
coveted the area the moment they saw 
Siidhii going fni the header Xavier 
was leit with an open goalmouth in 
front of him, hut he unnecessarily 
delayed in taking a shot Biswajit 
could do nothing as the ball touched 
his outstietched hand and went in 

SW: What was the main reason for 
(he success of your team? 

SB Their (inwards failed complete¬ 
ly Thev relied too much on Majid and 
he disappointed them Our defence 
did not gi\e the toi wards much leeway 
and we were successful in clearing the 
ball out ot danger In addit.on, we 
weie able to build up our attack on the 
stiength ol these cleaicd balls This 
meant that then defence was always 
under pressure, never able to relax 
While mu clearances were juisitive, 
because we had more rime thev had to 
iiclopi ilie '.aietv first method because 
thev were always iinclei piessiiio and 
because their lorwaids were not being 
able to hold on to the ball 

Ol course, the most impi,riant fac 
tot was out team spirit Kvc*rvone, 
even those who knew that they would 
not got a chance weie kevc-d up They 
had realised that we should win the 
match because it was a piestige issue, 
not only for the club, but for the 
players as well Tins enthusiasm is 
generally nut seen in the Mohiiii Bagan 
side, and it helped us a lot Phen, rheie 
weie the individual perloiniaiu es of 
the playeis All the deteiideis played 
well, e,xcept on a lew occiisions when 
we loll gaps and they got ojienings 
Mihii woiked haid and also helped the 
defence ilabibda was somewhat in his 
element in the second half and lould 
have got a goal if he had taken the shot 
earliei Suiajit tiled but was not very 
successful IMaga did eveiything, drib 
bled, sent in some ceiilics, bol lulled 
to perfei t those He eve n missed a tew 
(haiui-s .\aviei though he [ihived 
with .Ol iiiuuv, was vi'iv use.ol loi ht- 
alwavs kept the ojiposmi' deteiideis on 
llUii loes because ')t los cjuick inter 
chaniMiig ot posiliiiiis 

SW. Who in the Fast Bengal side 
impressed you'-' 

SB. Monoraniaii Bhaitacharya phiy 
ed veis well, especially in the second 
halt He must have realisc;d ihai the 
players he has beside him are a bit 
weak and for that leasoii he was 
IcitcecI to cover a lot ol giouiul He had 
a lot of speed and jiower and was 
mainly instrumental iii holding the 
Fast Bengal side togethei His otlu i 
colleagues did not help him at all 
Wheiievei he c leaiecl the hall his hall 
line did not utilise the oppoi lunitu",, 
not did his lorwarcis He was pi acne al 
ly a one man side 
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CALCUTTA LEAGUE 

Mohd. SC maintain winning tempo 

While Mohun Bagan and East Bengal played uninspired soccer after their 
clash against each other, the third “big team" retained its rhythm. SUBHASH 
SARCAR and SARAJIT DEB report on the matches 


I ivAsT kf:\(;ai.. It u.is <1 ncvs expel I 
etite till ili» iiiime tejin. pl.iviiiK 
till. II own iiOHtl I lie iiicltt-h 

.iKiiiiiM III iiimI Wiupiii l<ciiluci\ Wiis 

s(lie(liil( il iiiiiiu-(li,ilelv .iltei then loss 
aiAtiiiisi .iiiliMv.iU Milium Ka^.iii .iiul 
the spiii.iiiMs h.ul come to hoo the 
pl.iM'is ,1111.1 not I heel them In tait, 
uheii I’NK shot into the lead tlic\ got a 
iiiiiinl ot applause ot tht‘ kiiul that is 
iisiialK iesei\id lot the home ti-am 
III.It the plaii’is well vet to letov 
ei Itoiii tile ih II at uas also appaieiit 
tiein till II (lisplav Ihete u'as haidiv 
am ill oiiliiiatioii amoiit; the phiveis 
ami tiles iiiiilteil illaiiie atlei chance 
Ketoii' I asi III n^al could settle dosvn, 
KNK iM'til into till II .id tiiini what 
liiiik< <1 like .1 slim take II liorn an 
lilt Miti’ |iieiliiiM [Ill'll lelt h.ick .'Vmit 
li.i.i'iipt.i h.ul osei lappt d .iiicl sc nt an 
innu' I 111 looking. Ii.ill in limit ol ihe 
L'o.iliiiiiiilli Mil' sslioli detenie cs.is 
V..IIIIIII Im the litiesm.iir. Il,i^' to title 
I ip.iii lh.c'..i'' oil oili .IS III sliol ihe 


hall mill the Ko>d I sen custodian 
Rlswapt Das did not make an atltnipl 
to sasL* the hall liom eiiteiinK the net 
Hosses'ei, hast Bettf’.il equalised .i 
lew minutes hiti l sslieii loseph M.ii ha 
do's still shot he.il BNR eoalkei pm 
Kiin.il iMukh. i|ee .ind eiiteiid tin l.ii 
corner of the net Betoie tin hie.irlui 
I'.ast Be n^.il svete aisaidid .i pi n.dic. 
hul Jamshid shot sside It vs.is anothei 
spot kick which helped 1 .ist Be llit.il KO 
inio the lead \Iotioi ,ni |an Bliat 
t.ichaiv.i making mi mistake this tinu 
But the v.ilidi's 111 assaiclini> till penal 
Is II mains in doiihi ' Ilu hall i .iiiu 
<nid hit 'In hand ot oiir ol ms ileleii 
ders It was not inti'iillon.il ' s.iid BNK 
coach Dehu (Riosh Ihe tliml l'o.iI 
caim ihioiij'li Maiid ssho In ,ii|i d in .i 
S.ink.n Vclliik.ii I c I'titti lionilln iieln 
IVlOlil'N B.Vfi'VN It U.IS 11.11 d II he 
hest ihiii It ssas llii s.inie li.iiii ih.ii 
had (ilased eood sue cm lo hi .it llieii 
aicll Iti.ils (list a less dass h.iik Sin li 
ss.is the lioini ti .nil s piiloiin.nni 


.ii’ainsi Sonali Sihii It was quite appa- 
lent that the team was just not in- 
iLiesiecl in plasma '1 hev sveie indeed 
lucks to letiirn home ssith full points, 
has inn vsmi hv ihe nairowest ot mat- 
mils 

'riieie w.is not a single coiistiuctive 
inoce and llic allimpmtant poal was 
tnoie an .iccident than .insthiiiK else 
; Mihii Bose h.id t.ikeii a shot ttom the 
lop of the bos Whethet it w.ts diiected 
tosvaids the noal is ansiiocis’s ^iiess 
liancis Di'Soii/.i ssas inside the box 
.iiicl the liall touched his teet de 
Heeled .ind esetil in \s tlic hall had ' 
e hanm'd diieeiioii at thi last mo me tit, 
the uo.ilkei-pei had iimhintt to do 
I he'll es.is no hie in the c;.imc' .iiicI 
I'M'ii the haiileme Moinni Baitan sup 
pmims eeanicei ilic I'.atne to end as 
! soon ,1. possible II ' e i tiled I he Imiiie si 
/'ll riinuiles esei I line pist seemed to 
eh .ip so iioi inp \s .IS till all.ill il.ihih ! 
dill not pi.IS hei.iiisi ol .11' niiins .nid | 
in. II pi III nil III Sill,IS Biia .ni.iin ' 














j F'lfi' -fpi'.'.; ‘ isf 3i rij.i /jiiK's tjdi"st 

I ImuikI m lo |<l<i\ Ills tialiii.il 

I u.iiiU' lie IS .IS K'pl.isLii li\ Slu.iin 
I li.ip.i III ill! sciond li.ilt, hill It did not 
in.tk' .IMS ililli u ill 1 Moliun K.i^aii 
lo.uli s.ink.it R.iiii'i Its- said that ii 
!iii|i)uiiid ' 1 ) 11 .III'!' ihf plast'is 
I iiTidi il 'll 11 1.is .dill ill! hi(j in.ilili' 
iVIOH\M.VII.UA\ SC When the 
othiT USD hiH (.lulls notiht-d up a 
hat link eai 11 ihioiit'li Xavinr I’lus 
I I Miiluin Ihiitaii I aniU I) hiancis (Fast 
I Bfiiiiali lespeilisfls ii ht'c.imo a pie 
, slii'i I.sun Ini Mi'li.iiiinindaii Spill ting 
i vslio siiiivn- III V.I111-- till .1 similar 
I at tiici nirifiit In tin ii ISth outing 
jthullii.id stiikci Sli.ilihn All scoind 
iiolli Ills sidi s goals—one in e.'icli 
hall- againsi gursj Kiddniporn, hut a 
third Dtosed irtipossihh’ lo get The 
home side did its he^t to gis-e .Shahhii 
the fluid goal hill .ill 'ueh attempts 
piosed ahoilivn 'Had there been a 
lillh mine limi' I wiii'd piohahly have 
sun ended It was ipalL unfoituriate 
lor me,” said a depi.ssid Sh.ihbii in 
the eluh tent 

But the .uthiteil ..f l)..'h goals ssas 
ilie speedy iviiiger Uidesh Bose This in 
spite ol the faet that he was not very 
im|)iessive. suite he 'v.is being s'le- 
cessfullv tackled by siaiiig Biswapi 
Chosh "Both goals vsi lo ilue to lapse . 
by inv set Olid goalkeepei .Ashis Fal 
Had Tamil Bo^H been under the hai 1 
don’t think oui iippoiintii.s would have 
siitteeded Both thips bv Bidesh 
should have been foiled by Ashis 
Tarim did not phiv In i .iiise of :i pain in 
the nnek," said Kitkli-ipoie loaeh Nii 
mal Sengupta 

Mohammedan S C did miss some 
good chances through Akbar (who letr 
the field with a .sprain), substitute 
Tapan Das, Bidesh Bose and finallv 


inntbo I’lasu'i Bnnei |ee A rasping vol¬ 
ley ftoni Frasnn at a range ot 2') yaids 
lebouncled oil the toinei of the tioss 
piete, (lo his chagiiti) Prasun, who 
was not lotalh lit did not eveit himself 
much on the dav 

One taiinot tommeiit on this match 
without a woiil ot praise toi the Kid- 
derptire hoys who displayed gallant 
fighting qualities Had their torwaids 
displayed some moie incisivehess they 
could have earned a couple of goals 
rtiev did miss one good chance when 
substitute Subli.is Modak's pile-diiver 
which only a custodian ot the cabbie 
ol Bhaskai (laiigulv could have saved 
Rhaskai dived to list Modak's shot 
biilhantlv late in the second session 
Said the Kidderpote coach “We 
loiight thc-ni tooth and nail foi 70 
minutes In fact, we had no intention 
ot l.illing on the delensive I told my 
boys lo attack and to foiget that they 
weie playing against a big team I 
don’t blame Ashis Pal as this was his 
Inst big match under the bai Though 
the team plaved well as a whole, the 
most outstanding player was stojiper- 
back Nil mal Rov Chowdhui y Ills tack¬ 
ling was good and he displayed good 
anticipation,” concluded Sengupta 
Abdus S.itrai, the Mohammedan 
SC coach, had this lo sav about his 
team’s peifoimance “The team did 
not click today The giound conditions 
and humidity put the damper on us, 
enabling the young Kidderpore boys to 
display their stamina They played a 
spii ited game though we hatl a number 
of chances Kidderpote always put up 
a good show against big reams and this 
game was no exception ’’ 

IT was a blitzkrieg when Moham¬ 
medan S C took on lowly-placed 


iiiiimiHuiwwiiiiip'i’ift’ 'iii'irfiiiiiiii nn riiiTr*tfflf 


Bhiatii Saiigha Though their 6-0 
ti lumph was the largest victory margin 
thus far, they could nave doubled their 
tally had their forwards not frittered 
away the umpteen chances that came 
then way Ii was sad indeed to see 
Bhratri custodian Tapan Paul at their 
mercy “We thi ashed them hands 
down Theie is no doubt about that," 
said the Mohammedan coach Abdus 
Sditai, adding, “It was hard luck (hat 
Shabbir missed yet another chance of 
scoring a hat trick We should have 
netted at least a dozen ” 

The jumoi team just failed to play 
according to the ground conditions 
and wilted against the formidable ! 
giants The home side started m whirl- ' 
wind fashion, seen mg the first thiee | 
goals within twelve minutes Kartick 
Sett diew In si blood off a Shabbir 
move when he availed of a Balai 
Mukheijee ceiuie Manash followed a 
minute later and in the 12th minute 
Prasanta beat the goalkeepei with a 
gioundcT 

Gouraiig<i Baneijee was seen in 
action after quite sometime when he 
replaced Chinmoy It was through his 
centre from the lett flank that Shab¬ 
bir, lying handy, headed home when 
goalkeepei Tapan Paul missed the 
flight Shabhii scoied the fifth goal 
five minutes before the long whistle 
off a combined move with Kartick Sett 
and Manash Shabbir was in the run¬ 
ning lor a hat-irick but referee Pradip 
Nag disallowed the third goal he 
scored, enraging those in the green 
galleries However, substitute Uenis 
Williamson completed the tally off a 
Bidesh forward pass 

As for Bhratri, this defeat has pul 
them dangerously close to relegation 


3} 





Sportspeople 


Arrows that 
tumoitgolil 

T he cynosure of all eyes at the 
recent World Archery Cham¬ 
pionship, held at Punta Ala, Italy, was 
Natalya Butuzova of the Soviet Union 
when she wrested the overall title 
The 27-ycar-oId archer was a silver 
medallist at the 22nd Olympics and 
this feat surely proves that she had 
plenty of room for improvement. All 
the hard work and effort that she put 
in by way of training bore fruit at 
Punta Ala' After a mediocre perform¬ 
ance on the opening day (she stood 
eleventh) about which she felt under¬ 
standably depressed, she resolved to 
spring back on to the scene Asto¬ 
nishingly, not only did she catch up 
with the rest of the contenders, but 
outclassed them all Buturova also has 
five of the six "classic” world records 
to her credit 

The archery world championship 
saw her chalk up 2,514 points from 288 
“golden" arrows The runner-up posi¬ 
tion was claimed by Alic)a Ciskowska 
of Poland, with 2,499 points, while 
Marilyn Kiimley of Australia was un¬ 
fortunate enough to be edged into 
third place by just one point 

It may seem incredible that 
Natalya, who has now reached such 
diz^y heights, was once lethargic to¬ 
wards sport She had the potential to 
take up any discipline although she 
was quite a late starter She first 
visited an archery club when she was 
19 Arsen Balov, the head coach of the 
USSR national team, considers dili¬ 
gence hei most outstanding asset. 
Though not veiv powerfully built (she 
IS 165 cm tall and weighs 50 kg), she is 
easily the most impressive on the 
intci national circuit Surpiisirig 
though II mav seem, not a single male 
can match her teat of notching up a 
score of 2,514 points from 288 arrows 
in an olficial competition 

A patron Oeparts 

T he Karn.itaka spoits fiimament is 
infinitely poorer after the untimely 
death of P I Joseph (69) at Singapore 
on June 9 An active person through¬ 
out his lite, he had taken a cultuial 
delegation to the Far Fast where he 
bieathed his last 

Sott spoken and a tanuliar figure 
with a giev tiop of hair, Joseph was to 
Karnataka spoils what Vidhana 
Soudha IS to Bangaloie 

Ills eiitiv into the Karnataka spoils 
field dates back to the Forties when he 
loined the local Binny Mills as a labour 
weltaie officer lie had just come to 
Bangaloie altei completing his gra¬ 
duation III Uelhi 

In .iddition to laboui welfaie, 
Joseph sought to impiove the condi 
tioii nt spoits in Kinny Mills and in the 


State in general. His efforts resulted in 
Binny Mills winning the coveted Staf¬ 
ford Challenge Cup Soccer Tourna¬ 
ment in the late Forties. 

Jo.seph devoted most of his time to 
sports and proved to be an able admi¬ 
nistrator It was thanks to him that the 
various associations in the State today 
have their own constitutions. 

He also served as the vice-president 
of the Bangalore District Football 
Association. He was like a pillar on 
which the BDFA rested On many 
occasions he contributed his mite and 
the BDFA were saved from many 
embarrassing situations 

Joseph took an active interest in 
the organisation of other sports too. 

However, the most wonderful con 
tnburioii that he ever made was the 
formation of the Karnataka State In- 
dustiies Sports and Arts Association in 
the early Fifties This enabled various 
industries in Bangalore (later in the 
entire State as well) to come togethei 
III the field of sports and arts Thanks 
to his efforts, many promising sports¬ 
men were able to gel into yanous 
industries in the State These are gifts 
fiom Jo.eph which no sportsman will 
ever forget 

As Its secretary, Joseph organised 
an athletic meet under floodlights in 
Bangalore Perhaps it was the first 
time that an athletic meet was held 
under lloodlights in the country The 
KSISAA later made him its president. 

Along with G G Soundhi, he was 
instrumental in forming the ‘Olympic 
Recreation Movement’ in the country 
Karnataka then hosted a conference 
on the ‘International Kicreation 
Movement’ When the next conference 
was held in the United Slates, Joseph 
was an automatic c'loide to represent 
the country 

The State Government too recog¬ 
nised his service to sports and made 
him a member of the State Sports 
Council for two terms In this capacity, 
Joseph proved to be a very good 
arbitiaior A dispute in any associa¬ 
tion would be referred to him, and the 
aggrieved pai ties seldom left his office 
dissatisfied 

World reconI 
In wator treading 

F or 80 hours and two minutes V S 
Anandan was neck deep in water 
and that teat is going to get his name 
into the Guinness Book of Retards 
“Watei ticalling—Anandan, Viveka- 
iianda Selvekurnar 'Sti Lanka), 80 
houis two minutes, Anna swimming 
pool, Madras ” 

Anandan’s lecotd-breaking ettort 
overshadowed .Noiman Albert’s leat ol 
f>5 hours ol nonstop water treading, 
which involves staving afloat in one- 
spot bv pedalling one’s arms and legs 
Howevei. Anaiidan's water Head¬ 
ing record will not be the first to put 
his name into the Gumnes' Book of 
Rt'coids Some oi th«-records existing 
in h;-. name aie non-stop cycling (187 
j hours and 28 minutes), hell punching 
I (1.16 hoiiis .iiid ik minutes), sit-ups 



(165 in two minutes), standing on one 
foot (ii hours) ,md a host ol other 
unofficial lecords 


A tragic death 

A FORMER football international, 
35-year-old Ajaib Singh Gill 
breathed his last recently m tragic 
circumstances 

Ajaib dunned national colours in 
the 1970 Bangkok A.sian Games and 
the following year played in the 
Djakaita Anniversary Firotball 
Tournament A dependable stopper- 
back, he later switched over to the 
position of linkman. 

He was a member of the Punjab 
football team that won the National 
Football Championship for the San- 
tosh Trophy held at Jullundur in 1974 
and 1976 Ajaib decided to hang up his 
boots after the Director-General of the 
Border Security Force decided to 
transfer the football team from Jullun¬ 
dur to Kadamtala in West Bengal His 
last appearance in the Football 
Nationals was in 1978 at Srinagar 
After his letirement he opted to tram 
the battalion football team He was 
stationed at a border post in the east¬ 
ern region 

A toimer football Olympian, Jar- 
nail Singh, who is currently the joint 
directoi of the Punjab Sports Depart¬ 
ment, expressed his shock at the un¬ 
timely death of Mr Gill. “He was a 
great team man He played under me 
during the 1974 Jullundur Nationals, 
when Punjab won the title for the first 
time” His death is indeed a loss to the 
nation 





Former double Olymic winner al Sapporo m 1972 Mane There-. Nadiq Irorn riunn F.a-ilorn 
SwiUerland recently announced her retirement Irom World Cup •.kiing She won the 
ladies World Cup Ihis year 


News round-up. 


Race course 
for Chaniffgarh 

CHANDIGARH; The citv is soon going 
to have a beautiful lace course and a 
I tding club A committee, set up some 
time ago under the chairmanship of 
the Home Seci etary, is working out 
details of the lace toui se pioject. 
while the Chandigaih Industrial and 
General Development Coiporation has 
been entrusted with the task ot ore- 
pai ing plans foi setting up the club— 
the set ond ot its kipd in the tegion 
(Patiala alieadv ha\suLh a club ) The 
race tout se, of couise. will be the first 
of Its kind in this legion 

Though a final decision about the 
b'catioii ol the club is yet to be taken, 
the site opposite the Rock Geideil is to 
he chosen in all piobabilitv It will 
cover an aiea ol .ibout five acies 
The lace com se is likely to be 
located neat the golt club and will 
have a 2,400-metie Hack The entire 
tin t club, me hiding the lace com se, 
will be spiead ovei an aiea of 2V) 
acies Inc idc'iirallv, Delhi also has a 
1 ace course, but it is considered siib- 
standated and unpopular 

llowi'vei. It IS not known whethei 
the ('h.incligai h Adininistiation has 
ie(_ei' ed the gieen signal trom the 
t ciitietoi sc timg up the piojiosed 
laieioiiise It it conies ihlough it 
would henelit numetous stud-tann 
ow nei s in the region who now send 
I hoi st s lot the i.ici's eithei to Madias 
I Ol III Kotiibav 

I .According to esperts, the entiie 
I cost ol tilt 1 ace couise IS expected to 
I he covered in the Inst six years after 
Its itu eptioii rile I wo committees aie 
likelv to submit then lepoits soon 

'.AII'-.IIKUMAII 

Tennis tourney 
likely in Patna 

P4TNA: The Players'Association, the 
iic-wlv loimi'd tennis body of Patna 
with lusticc Shamshul Hassan as the 
Piesiclerit and Mr Bishu Dev as Secret- 
ai V, IS vei v scnious about giving tennis 
a facelift in the .State as a whole, and 
the State capital, in particulai 
Thev pioiiose to hold an interna¬ 
tional standard tenniS tournament at 
the sophisticated New Patna C'ub 
couits some time in Octobei this vear 
Bishu Dev, a foimei Bihai tennis 
celebiitv, said that the President ol 
the Playeis’ Associatuin. juslic'e 
Shamshul Hassan, had already con- 
tac ted Mr Natesh Kumar seeking 
assistance toi this ambitious scheme 
He himself has lequested the Pro 
Chau man of the State Council of 
Spoi ts, Kumar Ai (un Vikram Shah, to 
1 elease initial gi .mts for the renova¬ 
tion ol the New Patna Club courts 
before the Dusseia lestival All the top 


tennis stais of the counti v including 
Vijay Amritrai are expected to paitci 
pate in this tournament, if things move 
smoothly 

The associ.ition had eailiei 
arranged lecipiocal tours ol ditfeient 
district tennis teams like Patna, Nalan- 
da <ind Pin nea. Only lecently they 
levivfd the Patna Tennis 'I'ouniameiit 
in which promising Shishii laiswal 
won the singles title and shared the 
doubles crown with leetendra Singh, 
defeating Rat V'aidhaii Sinha and Vik 
ram Hau in the linal 
&AMin.SCNC'.llPTA 

Ridiculous 

INDORE The MP Sports Council has 
decided to induct one Chanipa, a hoai- 
m.in ot Oiikaieshwai village, iii the 
State sports hotly This is iiiclec d a 
shocking dec ision 

A Ih-vc-'ai-oltl iineduc .ited I,id, liac 
iiig passed only t lass IV, t hamjia 
eai ns his livelihood hy pii king up 
coins hum the Naimada rivei that cuts 
atro "-1 the villagf--a holy shiiiie 
where people c ome and throw coins 
into a temple in the midst of the rivei 

Now, It IS onlv because hc‘ ts a 
swimmer and hiidsfiom the iiiial 
areas that the MP Spoils Coiiiu il con 
stdeis him tit to he a memhei and 
represent tlie Swimming f'etlennion 


But hie iiony is tliat Cininipa does not 
even know what the siioils counci! 
means 

Howevc-t, this is not an unpie 
tedenled case, thanks to the pieseiil 
formula ol niduciirig jieoph'm vji lous 
spoils bodies ol the St.iie In the Ciise 
of lootb.ill a geiitlem.m, having [i.iiro 
iiised ,md oig.niisc'd oiiK one All India 
open toui iiameni, was given ciiiecl 
eiiii \ lino the Stale hodv An advocate 
lio'ii (iwalior who lias nothing lo do 
with wiesiliiig now tnicls hinisell lep 
lesenling the spoi! in I he coutic il 

I hei e aie sevenil sue h instances 
espei lulls with ii gaid to hadiionton, 
hockev, ioolh.ill, c i u kel .nid table ten 
MIS Such vc tc'i.iiis.is Ml S R ('hacltia 
Ihadiinnioiil. Shankar I.axm.iii (hock 
cv) Paviii an I footliall), lailn.iblt' 
leinnsi, ,ind Mushlaq Ali have not 
been loiiiid siiilable lo ic-piesc-nt these 
g.imes in the comic il Th<‘r< isa'soiio 
tepit'seiiMlive hoii) the Vnidliva |e 
gioii 

Moieovei ihe mass si aie im|)oit of 
NTS coal lies lioni outside ni prefei 
elite to those belonging ici the .Stale 
has 1 esiilii (I III total iii.ic tivilv espe 
I i.illv on the jiat t ot the inipni h d ones 
who take il easv .ind .iie not vt rv 
scMioiisalioul ihe nplilt ol the stan 
tiald ol spoils in MP 

suiter Ml iMANTr 



CRilgUIZ by 

14 defeats 
after sending 
others in 


Eddie Dunstan 


tally later passed by Richie Benaud (248) 
ana Graham McKenzie (246) Bailey 
was among 14 Englishmen he skittled for 
0 

As an all-rounder the Australian top¬ 
ped 1,500 runs in Tests and held 26 
catches 

Question o Who wras the 

K great fast bowler? 


Between 1804 and 1980 captains 
winning the loss invited the op^xisition 
to bat in 28 Tests Ix'lween (nglanri and 
Australia 

lac h country did this on 14 occa¬ 
sions, with (he following results 
Australia 4 wins 
5 losses 5 draws 

EngUnd 1 win 

9 losses 1 diaws 

()ne mate h in which f ngland won 
the toss and elected to tield was aban¬ 
doned—the third Test of the 1970-71 
series, whem Kay Illingworth, in Mel¬ 
bourne, won the loss on the first day and 
elected to tield fiefore ram prevented a 
start and eventually c aused the match to 
be abandoned on the third day 
England's single sue c ess was 
•K hieved wh«>n 1 W H 1 Dcniglaswon 
the toss in the fourth Tc'st of the 1911 12 
senes, in Melbourne, m Fehiuary 1912. 
sent Australia in to hat on a pile h with 
some moisture in it and won bv an 
innings and 22') runs—biggest winning 
margin in all those Anglo-.^uslrallan 
Tests in whii h a side*has t)een sent in 
alter losing tht‘ toss In the 1912 Test 
Australia were dismissed tor 191 in (hc'ir 
lirsr innings and, alter I ngland had 
refilled with 589, were all out tor 171m 
their set ond innings 

Ram during the ttiiid night freshened 
I the vs II ket and Oouglas rammed home 
I the advantage gainc*d tiy his dec ision to 
, tield tirst bv taking halt the wickets m 
Australia’s se< ontl innings -5/46 
1 he- VIC torv restored the Ashes to 
England 

While [)ougl<i> set the rei ord tor a 
wm 1)', a team sending the opposition m 
to bat, another [ngland c aptain suttered 
the biggest clelisit ot those d(*c idmg to 
field first His team went down hy an 
innings and I 54 m a test m Brisbane 
when hc‘ won (he toss and elec led to 
tield he was no doubt iiifluenc ed bv the 
lively wic ket on the same ground m the 
previous week against (Queensland 
But the lest wu ket played easily, 
England's all-spc-ed attiu k c ould make 
little impression on it and Australia 
amassc'd ()() I bc'toie thc'v dec Iared with 
eight WIC kets down 

In reply England scored 190 and 257 


Question 



Who was the Eng¬ 
land skipper? 


(jraham Yallop became Au.stralia's 
tenth captain to semd m the other side 
alter winning the toss when he made his 
decision twice m the 1978-79 series— m 
the second lest which England won by 
Kib runs ond in the fifth Test which 
England won hy 205 runs 

in each of three Australian victories 
ac hievecJ m these circumstances the 
winning margin was nine wic kets 
In 1909 at Lord's Monty Noble sent 
England m, dismissed them for 269 and 
replied with 150 In their set ond innings 
I ngland were all out (or 121, Warwick 
Armstrong taking 6/15, and Australia 
then made 41 tor one 

On three occasions Ian Chappell won 
the toss and sent the opposition m to 
bat—to lose one match try 62 runs, m 
Sydney, 1970-71, dray one, m Mel¬ 
bourne, 1974, and Wiii one, by nine 
wickets, m Perth 1974 Scores m the 
Pc'ith wm were England 208 and 291, 
Australia 481 and 21 tor one 

In lK'twc-c*n the Nolrli’ and C hafipc'll 
nmc'-wicket wins a Test was won by 
Australia by the same maigm m Mel- 
Ihhii ne at tne cone lusion ol a senes 
whic h wc-nt to Australia 4-0, recovering 
the Ashes lost six years cMiher 

The Austr.rlian captain who won the 
toss and elec led to tield pointed out later 
that the pilch was tinged with green and 
he had tour pace bowlers m his side 
England sc oied 205 and 214 to Au¬ 
stralia s 151 and 69 for one m the (irst 
VIC tory tor a c aptam sending m the o'her 
side since I W H T Douglas did it m 
1911 


Question 



Who was the 
successful 
Australian 
captain? 


t)ne ot Australia's tour pace Irowleis 
m this match dismissed 1 revor Bailey tor 
a duck m eac h innings to break CTarne 
Gnmmett's record of 216 Tc'st wit kets 
I he rec ord-breaker c ontmued pat e 
l)owlin'; iintil tour months past 18 and 
Idled hi., total of Test wickets to 228—a 


The Test won in Melbourne after the 
Australian captain's decision to send the 
other side in followed a Test m Adelaide 
m which the England skipper made a 
similar decision—with disastrous results 

Down 2-0 111 the series, after a drawn 
third Test, the England captain realised 
another draw was useless il he were to 
retain the Ashes his country had held tor 
live years 

He sent Australia in-- and wale hed 
them make 171 before a wicket tell 
lliey wi'iil on to 476 and emfoned the 
follow-on when England were dismissed 
Icjr 240 Whc'ii England were out for 270 
111 itieir set ond innings, .Australia were 
left with only 15 to make to wm the 
Ashes and with two hours lt>lt they 
accomplished the simple task witfiout 
losing a wicket 

Question Who was the En- 
uuesiion ^ captain? 

One Australian captain, Ian I ha|) 
pell, three times sent England in after 
winning the toss T wo of them, Gu'g 
Chappell and Graham 5allop did so 
twice Two England caplams also twice 
decided they would tield after winning 
the toss 


Question 5 Who were they? 

LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS 

1 Walter Ildminuiid, for Cflouct-stcr dgainsi 
Surrey, August 15, Ifa and 17 and Wories 
tei AuKUst IK, in and 20,192H at C'hel 
lenham Dcscnhing the lirst match. Ham 
mond’s biographer, Ronald Mason, wrote 
“He also look one wicket Only one, which 
in the chronicles of great all round feats 
adds up to little enough hut this was Jack 
Hobbs, with his scoie at 96 I think that is 
worth underlining ” 

2 Ian Botham, whose remarkable double was 
achieved ih the second Test against Pakis¬ 
tan III 1978 when t.ngland won bv an 
innings and 120 1 uns—164 to lOS and 119 

.1 Vinoo Mankad 

4 W G Glace, 54,896 runs, filth on the 
rungcttcis’ list, 2,876 wickets sixth on the 
bowlers’ list, and Wilfred Rhodes, .19,802 
runs, 14th on the batting list, and 4,187 
wickets, top of the bowlers 

.5 Colin Lowdrev 
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'Crossword 


SPORTY 


■ ■ ■ ■ 

!■■■■■ iBBBiaiaB 

B B B B B B 

BiOBiS B B BBilBB 

■ ■ ■ la ■ ■ 

HBIBBSaB aBBBBB 

11 IJJJJ 

tBbb ■ Sb 8 b 


ACROSS 

1 A theatrical line in billiards (1,3) 

5 Chess player's Christian name be¬ 
gins with Hollywood actress (5) 

8 American football supremacy is 
splendid basin (5.4) 

9 U S boxer who held the world welter 
and middleweight title with inversed 
initials (4,1,1) 

10 Transoression precedes a short 
laugh for an Indian Karateka (1,5) 

13 The first nightwatchman to score a 
century in Test cricket (4) 

17 Geographical charts help hitch-hikers 
and mountaineeis on the way back 
(4) 

21 Batter's unsuccessful attempt to hit 
pitched ball in baseball (6) 

24 Vegetable leaves are golfing grounds 

26 The Magpies of English soccer (9) 

27 Stars play hockey on this covering of 
grass (5) 

28 "The Fighting Marine's" Christian 
name (4) 

DOWN 

2 Skipper (7) 

3 This continent has held the Olympic 
Games tor the most number of times 
( 6 ) 

4 Swimmers are at home in this on 
billiards table (4) 

5 Colour of these indicates grades in 
Judo (5) 

6 Gavaskar Jr (5) 

7 Ascending, Mohammed All—Cassius 
Clay (5) 

8 This half back puts ball into scrum¬ 
mage (5) 

10 Vinoo's eldest son initially (1,1,1) 

11 Indian Administrative Service (1,1,1) 

12 World TT champion's surname (3) 

14 Lillee's ‘The—of Fast bowling' (3) 

15 Resting place finds its way up (3) 

16 Not off the bat (3) 

18 This English football club's home 
ground is Deepdale (7) 

19 Shergar won here on the way up in 
1981 (5) 

20 "Kdddubhai” of Indian cricket returns 

21 ^he Board of TT racket has a 


vDub iMiNK TNAr BoamAN 
mould mmnt to Hiser out 
E venv ecMT he had and 

MAKE HIMSELF A POTOF 
MONEY ON A DAY UKCT 



„ 



SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD 


beatified beginning (5) 

22 Undefeated Italian race-horse of the 
'50s (5) 

23 Ancestral stock, starts an ex-Indian 
hockey International (5) 

(Solutions nest week) 


□BBQBDIZI □□□□ 

B B B B D D 
□BBBBDDDB □ B 

B □ D O Bm— . -T 

BDISIB B BliOllBBf Ion OOX 1 

B B B □ 

BBB B B 

□ □ BBDB 
BBB 


N. Baidya, Tinsukia 

0 What IS the full name of Roger Binny'^ 
A, Roger Michael Binny 


I Q Q n n Q H I 

BGEIB BBDBBBB 


P Chakravorty, Calcutta 

0. Who are the ten greatest batsmen o1 
the world according to the runs? 
AGS Sobers of West Indies M C 





























Cowdrey, G Boycott, W R Hammond of 
England, 0 G Bradman of Australia, L 
Hutton. K F Barrington of England, S M 
Gavaskar of India, R B Kanhai of West 
Indies and R N Harvey of Australia 
Q. Who are the ten all-time greatest 
bowlers who have taken the maximum 
wickets'^ 

A. L R Gibbs of West Indies, F S 
Trueman, D L Underwood of England. B 
S Bedi of India, J B Stalham ol England, 
D K Lillee, R Benaud G D McKenzie 
of Australia, B S Chandrashekhar of 
India and A V Bedser of England 

Oeepak Llmbadia, Rajkot 

Q. In how many Tests has Clive Lloyd 
captained West Indies'^ 

A. 46 


Ou/z 


QUESTIONS 

State the years in which the following took 
place 

1 The first under-four-minjte mile; 

2 Bradman's last Test (»ntury, 

3 Pele's 1000th goal; 

4 Framing of the Laws of Football, 

5 First-ever tour of the USSR by a 
football team from India, 

6 Highest individual score in Test crick¬ 
et so far, 

7 Muhammad Ah received jail sentence 


* tor refusal to join the army; 

8. First Indian success in Durand Cup, 
9 Cruyff was named Europe's best 
footbaHer tor the first time; 

10. India joins the FIFA 

ANSWERS 


8k6t Of 
U6l 6 
Otrei '9 
Z961 Z 
8S6t 9 
£961 S 
£981 P 
6961 £ 
8tr6t Z 
t>96l t 



It IS odd how the same suit combination 
can figure twice in the same week. In the 
British Bridge League International Pairs 
Competition this deal came up, with the 
top ranking American pair, Granovetter 
and Silverman, holding the North-South 
cards against Britain'.s Friday and 
Rodrigue. 


4 Kje43 
903 
6 J8 
49863 



4 A 10 6 2 
9 10 2 
0 O 105 4 3 

474 


none 

KJB86S4 
^AO J 102 

After fairly involved bidding, Silverman 
played the South hand in seven-hearts. 


After a neutral lead, his problem was 
to guess the trump situation The Ace 
produced two low cards and the next 
tiump lead, of course-for it always 
seems to do so, brought the 10 fiom 
East "I don't know what to do I" 
announced declarer, and spread his 
cards on the table Everybody sympa¬ 
thised, and eventually South finessed 
the Jack, to go one on It probably cost 
the Americans the tournament 
Try the dea', from rubber bridge, at 3p 


d hundred 


$ 


85 

3975 
K 10 5 2 
010 2 


$ 


AJ4 

4 

93 

K398854 


N 

W E 
$ 


$ 


10976 
K O 10 6 2 
A07 
3 


4 K032 
9 A83 
0 3 864 
4 A7 


One no-trump, three no-trumps was the 
bidding and West led 0 T he defenders 
took four diamond tricks and switched to 
a heart South won, cashed four spades 


(on which West threw two hearts) and 
lollowed with Ace and another club A 
familiar situation - the 10 appeared 


This time declarer finessed with con¬ 
fidence. West had shown up/With two 
spades, four diamonds and at least two 
clubs. If his club was a doubleton, he 
would have started with five hearts. Why, 
then, did he lead a diamond? 
Conclusion. West had only four hearts, 
and therefore another club. Moral, don't 
play in International Pairs, stick to your 
3p a hundred garnet 

Lest week's quix: a reader asked 
whether the Crowhurst convention had 
any virtue it you played a weak no-trump 
and your 1 NT rebid showed 15-16 
points Not many - the major advantage 
of the convention (1 of a suit -1 of a 
suit -1 NT - 2 4 ) 's flisf '* allows you tc 
play a wide range rebid of 1 NT 12-16 
points) instead of restricting yourself 
inflexibly to 15-16. 

This week's quiz: how do you show a 
maximum if partner asks with a Crow- 
huist 2 4 ? 


Chess 




"From the viewpoint of the chess his¬ 
torian, I was very fortunate in that the 
accident of my birth made me a con¬ 
temporary of the three world champions 
who dominated the chess scene in the 
first four decades of this century." This 
quotation comes from The Adventure of 
Chess by Edward Lasker, who died in 
March at the age of 95 He was a writer 
of distinction, and his classic book 
Schachstrategio, translated into English 
as Chess Strategy and revised as Modern 
Chess Strategy, will have a permanent 
place in the literature of the game. His 
successes in the tournament arena were 
not spectacular, but they earned him an 
invitation to one of the greatest events 
ever held. New York, 1924, where the trio 
of giants referred to above took the top 
prizes Here is one of the two wins he 
managed to register in that high-class 
contest 

White Edward Laahar; Black Rleliard Rati. 
Ruy Lopei (New York. 1924 1 

IP-K4,P-K4; 2Kt-KR3,Kt-OM 
3 • - Ntt. P - ««; 4 R - R4. Kt - n 

S 8 - 8. ■ - KS: 8 R - N1. P - QKM 

7B-Kt3,P-03i 8P-B1.8-S 

eP-KR3.Kt-'OR4; t8R-Rt. P-B4 
11P-Q«,0-R>: 

II P - 05. P - R4 

illdi k‘s aim IS lo weaken the enemy OP. but he 


IS left vulnerable on the while squares. 

ItPxP.Kt-KOi 15Kt-IU.R«P 
18 Nt(K4) - Ktl, ITP-KKM, RaB 
0 - 08 ; 

18axB.P-KO: 1tO-R4. BxKI 

»KtaB.Q-OKtt: II P-KB4... 

This IS the right policy the game is lo be 
opened up before the black Knights can return 

10 the centre 

ti... Q X P: a p X p. OR - Ki 

aOxO«k,KtxO; MP-K8.R-B1 
BR-OI.KI-Bt; MRxP.P-RS 

26 R - K2. according lo Alekhine ,n the 
oincial louritamenl book, was the most stubborn 
defence Now Bleck loses the exchange 

nKt-KAKRxP: a Kt - Back. R X Kt 
aRxR. K-Ktt; aR-08,R-IU 

11 P - Kts. P - Rl; a a - R3. P X P 

a P X P, Rt X P; 34 R - KM. Kt - R4 

a R X RP, Kt X R; a B x R, Racigas 

CampatMian tMT7. Solution next week 


Black 


L 

mar 


■ 

■» 


■i 

ItB 

■ABiH 

fli H 


■ 

m 

■ 


m 


m 


B 



mt 

m 



■ 




White 


White lo play and win Grade 3 (medium) 
Prizes ot £10 lor the first three correct solul ons 
Send yours, on a postcard, lo Chess Competition 
G477. The Sunday Times, 12 Coley Street, 
London WC98 OYT, by May 9 

Balartloii to No 418 (Raahevaliy - Kaakdan, 
Raw Varh, IBa). (lr1nl/p^bk/q3plp/4Ppl P/ 
ftPta«IIIMt/n08P1/liaKI - WbHa to 

plair.) While's pressure on the K side decided 
the game as follows 30 R x Bch, K x R. 31 
B X Pch, K - R2 (if 31 K-B2. then 320 -Kts 

wins). 32 0 - Kts. R - 02, 33 8 X Kl. R X Kl. 34 
0 - Ktech. K - Rl. 36 O - K8. RIB6) - B2. 36 
B - K7ch. K - KI2. 37 O - KBSch, K - R?. 38 
0 - B7ch, with mate next move 

Prablen i Ha 1148. Solution next week 
6. Haatbeata (First Prize, Revue d'Bchecs, 

1904) (b4k8/M/l|w8/8/1K8M/8PR4/q8pI/ 
ShBR - T wbHa nan; 7 Mack), White lo play 
end mala in two moves 

Bakrtlaa to Ha I14f (Wanbarv). (Ma8K)8/ 
pHpUihB40/a1ptK>/M ■ mat# «a twa.) 

1 Kl - 04 (zugzwang) (a)l. Kt - 84 2 Kt - B6. 

(b)1 KI-KI8.2KI(04)-B2.(c)’ KtxB, 

2 Kl(K3) - 82. (d) 1 P x Kl 2 0 x Kl. (e) t 
P - 87. 2 0 - Kl 


42 








B« our partnor today 
Social Welfare Scheme 


to solve 
your 

financial 

problem 



Growth is our Promise, § 

Welfare is our Commitment 

SAVE FOR THE FUTURE 

Through 

JAMUNA SOCIAL WELFARE ENDOWMENT SCHEME 

♦ Low Premium * Higher Return * Fabulous Bonus 
* Attractive Rebate 

* Unquestionable Security & Free Double Accident Benefits 
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Flavour you can taste. 
Flavour you can fed. 

Capstan flavour. 

There’s nothing like it. 

CAPSTAN 

FILTER KINGS 


.^Flavpiir 

comesto 






Cot n« kx flavour 
Stay with taste 



MA'olimY WAKtJ>NG 


CIGARETTE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 


C*KCAS.2.8I 
























helps strengthen your gums 
while it cleans your teeth 


Gum troubles could mean loss of healthy teeth 

H Dentists say that if teeth are not cleaned 
properly a thin layer of bacteria ceilled 
plaque, which forms around your 
teeth and gums, starts accumulating. 

This leads to tartar which weakens and 
pushes away gums causing even 
healthy teeth to fall out Gum troubles 
can also harm health in general. i 

Forhan’s protection for the gums r 

Dr. Forhan’s exclusive formula with \ 
ib special astringent strengthens 
^ gums to help you resist gum troubles ^ 

I (I' ^ So brush your teeth and massage 
V v {/ your gums with Forhan’sJToothpaste and 
. Forhan’s Double Action Toothbrush 

lorhania For the gums 
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^Letters to the Editor 


' Incredible 

M y heartiest congratula¬ 
tions to Ian Botham 
and Bob Willis for their 
magnificent performances 
which steered England to ,in 
incredible viLtoiy in the re¬ 
cently concluded Leeds 
Test This viLtorv should lilt 
the sagging morale of the 
English ciicketeis who have 
been constantly bartered by 
the hostile pace attack of 
Austialia laii Botham plav- 
ed a marvellous innings ot 
149 not out to pave the way 
tor an English victory 
Willis bowled magni¬ 
ficently to roiii Australia for 
111 which revived the 
memories ot the devastating 
spell of Kapil Dev ai Mei¬ 
bom tie not long ago when 
he shattered Australia toi 
89 Btavo Botham, bravo 
Willis 

M aOVTAM PRAKASH 
KUARIWAU 
Riiti galore 

INCREDIBLE is the 
word to describe Eaigland's 
win over Australia in the 
Leeds Test Botham and 
Wilhs were undoubtedly the 
arthitetts ot England’s vie 
tory But the man who 
strikes me most is Mike 
Breatley He has ihe capac- 
iiy to influence his players 
and bring out tlu‘ best .n 
them. 

N KRISHNAMURTHY, 
New Delhi 

KUDOS to Ian Botham 
for his supeih peilormance 
against the Aussies in the 
Leeds Test The critics have 
been unnecessarily harsh on 
Botham True, he did not 
perform well, as expected of 
him, after the Golden 
Jubilee Test match against 
India But every player 
undergoes a lean patch 
sometimes, and Botham is 
no exception to this Botham 
was, in fact, staggering 
undei the burden of cap¬ 
taincy 

The peiformance of Ian 
Botham in the Leeds Test 
has once again proved that 
he IS the greatest all- 
rounder today, and it is un¬ 
just to compare Kapil with 
Botham 

SMITA NARANC, 
New Delhi 

OH CRICKET' Lovely 
Cricket' What a fantastic 


example of glorious uncer¬ 
tainty it was at the Leeds' 
The Leeds Test has pro¬ 
vided a fresh lease of life to 
the current series. Skipper 
Botham put his side one 
down in the series, but the 
all-rounder Botham has 
wiped out that deficit with 
the kind of performance 
that IS seen once in a blue 
moon Also, there was a 
heioic and bistoiic perform¬ 
ance by Bob Willis Brearley 
has kept his reputation as 
an astute captain intact 
JAYANTA NANDI ROY, 
Cauhati 

Records 
and records 

R ARE.LY has a Test been 
maikeil l)\ so many re¬ 
cords and milestones as the 
retcntlv loncliided Leeds 
Test between England and 
Austialia (I) )ohii Dvson hit 
his maiden Test (eniurv in 
the 1st innings (iii Kndney 
Marsh claimed his 2h4th Test 
viiiim, thus bieakiiig Alan 
Knot I's pievioiis world record 
of 2f>3 victims (nil Bob 
Taylor's 1,271 si In si class vii- 
imi in his Cuieei bioke )uhii 
Mmray’s previous lecord (iv) 
Bob Willis’ 8 lor 41 was Ins 
caieei-besi tiguies Tins was 
also ihe best howling pel 
foiin,ince against Ausiialia at 
Leeds (v) By dismissing Wil 
ley m the 2nd mmiigs, Lillee 
claimed his 142nd wukel 
agamsi England This bet- 
lered Hugh 1'runible's (ally nl 
141 wukets IVI) Ian Boih.im's 
149 no in llie 2nd innings 
was his highest score in Test 
cricket Ivii) Ian Botham's si\ 
wickets in ihe Isi innings and 
lO and 149 n o niadi' him the 
hi si player in the histoiv of 
Test cncket to lake five wiik 
els oi mote in an innings ind 
scuie a centutv and a halt 
cemiirv m the same lest 
(villi Bill ham also hecanie the 
fust English (tiiketer lo lake 
five or mure wickets in an 
innings and also siote a cen¬ 
tury in the same Test against 
Austialia (ix) No cuuntiv has 
won a Test alter conceding as 
many as 227 runs in the first 
mniitgs lx) It was the first 
lime 111 this century and only 
the sciond lime m Test his¬ 
tory that a lounti V won a 'I est 
matih after lollowing on (this 
was done by England foi ihe 
first time against the Aussies 
at Sydney in 1894-95) 

GUl l'RAA/. IZKKll'.L, 
Madras 
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the rabthot heals 

Other balms may relieve 
pain. lODEX heals while 
It relieves Because it 
contains iodine 

There's only one balm for 
muscular and loint pains — 
lODEX 





ll''- 


•J 'J -f. 



-puts you 
bmkinaitian 


IINTAS lODEX 2«-2« 


Queen again 

C ONGRATULATIONS to 
Chris Evert Lloyd on her 
thrashing 6-2, 6-2 victory 
over Hana Mandlikova in 
women’s singles final in this 
year’s Wimbledon. The en¬ 
tire final was dominated by 
Mrs Lloyd except when the 
young Mandlikova seemed 
to be on top in the initial 
period when after clinching 
the opening game, she led 
40-30 in the second game of 
the first set. Thereaher, 
Chris applied heavy press¬ 
ure which Mandlikova could 
not withstand Chris, I 
think, was nervous in the 
first game, although she 
came into her own im¬ 
mediately afterwards and 
never looked back She was 
seldom tested at net and 
more or less the whole final 
was confined to the baseline 
only. 

Hana could not show her 
true form, which helped her 
in the Australian and 
French Opens this year, and 
succumbed to Evert’s su¬ 
perb baseline shots. Howev¬ 
er, the few occasions when 
glimpses of her talent were 
revealed, were in the 1st, 
6th and 7 th games of the 
2nd set Hana was also erra¬ 
tic in hei service and 
seemed to have forgotten 
the importance of a good 
service at critical moments 
On the contrary, Chris 
served steadily though not 
always accurately. Further, 
Chris had several years’ ex¬ 
perience of playing in the 
Wimbledon finals. 

Better luck for the Grand 
Slam next time, Hana Hats 
off to Chris Evert Lloyd for 
becoming three-time cham¬ 
pion 

K G RAMANI, 
New Delhi 

Shameful conduct 

T he Press reports of the 
arrest of five athletes 
undergoing training in the 
second phase of the all- 
India preparatory camp at 
Bangalore are indeed shock¬ 
ing. If the chdiges are true, 
July 15 marks the most in¬ 
auspicious day in Indian 
sport 

Of late, indiscipline has 
been plaguing every aspect 
of Indian sports This 
malady of Indian sport 
should be cured and the evil 
nipped in the bud. Whatev¬ 
er may be a player’s track 
record, his misbehaviour 
puts him away from the 
nomenclature “sportsman”. 


A sportsman should neces¬ 
sarily be true to the sacred 
word both by the letter and 
spirit. 

The indisciplined play¬ 
ers have a lot to learn from 
Vijay Amritraj, the man 
who IS often described as 
the “Indian Ambassador”. 
His gentle behaviour on and 
off the court has made him 
extremely popular with mil¬ 
lions of people all over the 
world It was mainly his im¬ 
maculate behaviour that in¬ 
fluenced the former US 
President Carter’s Adviser, 
Jordon, to invite Vijay to 
the White House. Also, the 
news that touched our 
hearts was the revelation of 
Vijay in your June 17 issue, 
the personal invitation he 
received from James Cal¬ 
laghan to attend the meet¬ 
ing of the Commonwealth 
Prime Ministers in London. 

Hats off to you, Vijay' 
The nation is proud of you 
You are the ideal Indian 
Ambassador abroad 

P S MONY, 

Trivandrum 


shamel 

C HUNI GOSWAMI’s re¬ 
ports on the football 
matches in Calcutta are not 
impartial, nor are they ob¬ 
jectively written This is 
even more noticeable re¬ 
garding a match between 
Mohun Bagan and East Ben¬ 
gal. May I ask himwhy he 
does not make any adverse 
comments about Mohun 
Bagan? Whenever Mohun 
Bagan loses a match he 
either says the players are 
injured or blames the 
ground conditions, but nev¬ 
er do we find him criticising 
the players of Mohun Bagan 
for inept performances We 
do not expect such partial 
and one-sided views from a 
legendary figure like Chuni 
Goswami. 

On the other hand, the 
reports of P. K. Banerjee. 
the ex-Indian captain and 
contemporary of Goswami, 
are most objectively writ¬ 
ten. Being closely associ¬ 
ated with both Mohun 
Bagan and East Bengal, P.K. 
neither fully supports them 
nor passes any judgment un¬ 
favourable to either of these 
club. 

Finally, Mr Goswami, 
how do you bet on the I. F. 
A. Shield? 1 favour East 
Bengal. 

PRABAL GUHA, 
Assam. 
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Bon Tompleton and Turn FI'lnidn 


FEET AND DUST 

London: An English subject complains in their national daily 
that the city's dustcarts are driven as though their drivers 
were taking part in the Monte Carlo rally As a consequence 
old ladies have to run up streets carrying their bins in pursuit 
of the speedy dustmen' And we thought only the B E S T 
drivers did that 
WHO'S TIGHT? 

Quote: Liverpool Manager talking after team's historic but 
stolid victory in the European Cup. "The only way we re going 
to open up the game is to reduce teams to 10 a side, to 
create more space on the soccer field It's become imposs¬ 
ibly tight out there" 

NO HOG-GING THE LIMELIGHT 

London: If you aspire to be a tennis player you better leave 
your animal instincts at home And you better not model 
yourself on McEnroe, Connors or Nastase After all this 
game's supposed to be a blessing not a curse As such, the 
English Lawn Tennis Association has advised British' 
umpires to penalize players who "curse, grunt and groan" in 
major tournaments, including Wimbledon Such behaviour 
distracts players and may simply take them from the play 
court to the pay court 

HORSE LAUGH 

Hampshire' it was a great day—for the bride, that is But what 
about the groom? While the former was engaged in reciting 
her vows in the register office, the latter's attention was 
otherwise engaged He had a mini transistor glued to an ear 
and was engrossed in listening to the commentary of the 
English Derby' 

B TELLIS 
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Sportsworld Special 



Ule on the 1982 circuit 

Abuse. Obscene gestures. Questioning of line calls. 
Umpire-baiting. They are all an integral part of the 
professional tennis circuit now. Gone are the days of 
chivalry. Every point made means a dollar in the 
bank. Though officials are cracking down hard on 
errant players, there is still plenty happening that isn’t 
exactly tennis. What follows is an attempt to visualise 
how a novice might describe life on the tour next 
year. 


January 1 
Dear Dad, 

I played the lirst match of m\ 
professional careei today, df;ainst 
Fiitd Ruehiiinfj 1 wonder if you re- 
membei him'’' lie’s tlie Ing tall Ruy who 
never combs his hair and who was 
fined at Wiiiitiledon last yeai foi 
asktrig an umpire something about his 
parents 

I lost, hut I ieaint .something about 
the use of adieclives on the court 
Biiehiung ceiiainly has a quaint tutn 
of phrase, but 1 did notice the paint on 
the umpire’s chan getting blistered 
I'ume to think of it, the umpiie tuined 
a i ouple of shades pinker than normal 
I'm in a bit of a hurry now, b(‘cause 
I have to look up a lot of words in the 
dictionary I heard ntiehniiig using 
them and t noticed that eveiyone 
looked the othei way whenever lie did 
so I wonder what language he was 
using 

* • * * 

lebiu.uv 17 
Deal Dati 

llete I iiin in Califoinia, as you i. .in 
see tioiii ihe postcard 

I still haveti'i won a match (<n the 
c 11 cult yet, but 1 heai that there is { 
some sett of pri/e tor the best losei at 
the end ot it all Maybe they have a 
nil.kies' tom nanient, just like thev 
have the Masteis Who knows’ I might 
tutn out to he rookie of the yeai 
I s.iw Nasta.se playing McEnioe 
yeslLidav in the semi-finals They tele j 
vised the whole ni.uch but I’m told \ 
tn.it a n'iniber ot portions had to be 
censoied Nastase behaved like a pet 
feet genllenian, liy today’s staodaids 
He oiilv called the iinipiie an idiot on 
two occasions 

{.'ll, ses, he did appioa..h a linesman 
at on. >tage, bin I don’t know what he 
ineaii' Mayhe you’ll understand if I 
tell \ou It all happened when Nastase 
thi'iiglit the ball was in and the liiies- 
inaii tlusiiglu It was out Nastase didn’t 
s.iv a wold although we weie waiting 


anxiously to set what he would do 

He just went and boilowed a pan of 
dark glasses from a punk rocker sitting 
on the sidelines Then he went to an 
old gentleman sitting at the coiirtside 
and askt‘d for his w.ilking stick Then 
he went back to the linesman and with 
a broad smile on his fac e, he removed 
the linesman's glasses and pul the 
dark glasses on him instead 'Phen he 
put the walking stick in the linesman’s 
right hand and returned to the base- i 
line to continue the game 

This had eveivone laughing and 
holding then sides but I must admit I 
didn't see the hunii ur in it Do explain 
It to me if you see the joke. 

I’ll be waiting for vour letter 

« * * * 

.April .1 ! 

Deal Dad, 

j A couple ot days ago I played Peter ; 
I Fleming in the first round ot the Open • 
I liut maybe you’ve aheadv lead about i 
I the results, so 1 won’l waste time j 
' spelling “annihilation ’ I 

' Fleming broke a lacket in disgust \ 
, atrei T won iny first point (that was in 
■ the second set) and the umpire fined 
him five hiinctied dollars on tlie spot 
for what he called unbecoming be¬ 
haviour 

Fleming asked “Becoming what’" i 
end got fined another two-fifiy for 
jiieiving an umpiies judgment 

Bye tor now 

* * * » 

May 21 

Deal Dad, 

1 still haveii’i won a game on the 
circuit yet (yawn) but 1 guess even 
Boig took a couple ot yeais to become 
a champion Or perhaps it’s just that 
I’m the shy, reining type and I don’t 
'nave the killer instinct like that Indian 
plavei ihev’ie always talking about 
Pc-iliaps I should have stuck to my 
b.illfl lessons 

I was tilled today, but I swear 1 
didn’t mean it 1 was calling myself a 


dirty word and the umpire thought I 
was talking to him. 

He asked me what I had said so 1 
told him, thinking he was probably a 
bit hard of hearing The crowd thought 
it was great fun and the next thing I 
knew I had to pay a fine. To make 
matters worse, I have been hauled up 
by the people who run the tour and 
they have given me my first warning 
1 am very worried Do you think I 

should contact a lawyer? 

* * « 


June 15 
Dear Dad, 

I’m wondering whether I will be 
able to play at Wimbledon this year 
Perhaps they will let me play the 
qualifying tournament The only prob¬ 
lem IS, you have to be ranked above 
300 in the world and I don’t think 
there is anyone lower than me on the 
ATP computer at the moment 

Do you think I should find out 
whether they have a qualifying tourna¬ 
ment for the qualifying tournament’ 
■* * * * 

August 1) 

Dear Dad, 

Well, I didn’t make it to Wimble 
don, as you must know by now 
The reason you haven’t been read¬ 
ing much about me in the newspapeis 
IS that I’ve been banned for playing for 
two months I laised my eyebrow, 
querying a Imeswoman’s call in Britain 
and the papers called it “gross insub¬ 
ordination ’’ The tournament commit¬ 
tee suspended me for 60 days 

Arfudlly, it wasn’t raising my eyeb¬ 
row that caused the trouble It was 
what I said before that, but I can't 
repeat it or the letter won’t get past 
the censois I’m beginning to wondei if 
I should give up the circuit 
* * * * 


October 27 
Dear Dad, 

McEnroe told me today that I was 
coming along nicely I wonder what he 
means Does he mean my tennis is 
improving or does he mean that I’m 
almost as good an umpire-baiter as he 
is’ 

We’re thinking of forming an asso¬ 
ciation, Dad McEnroe, Buehning, Nas¬ 
tase and (sorry. Dad) yours truly We 
aie fed up with the way the Press 
vilifies us We can't stand the way 
tournament officials tiy and bully us 
We refuse to be cowed down by 
anyone any longer We have taken 
enough Now is the time to revolt 
That reminds me We call ourselves 
the “Revolting Pros Association ’’ Peo¬ 
ple are saying snide things about the 
word "revolting” being an adjective 
and not a verb McEnroe’s lather, a 
lawyer, is going to be uur patron We 
want you to be our treasurer 
Do reply fast 

* * * * 

November 7 
Dear Dad, 

Thanks for your letter letting me 
know that you have legally disowned 
me 



My most memorable moments 


GURBACHAN SINGH RANDHAWA 


G URBA chan SINCH RA NDHA 
WA hei,tme thf tmr \poit‘>mjn 
to leci'ive the Aijutui Award in 
the veai ot its instiiunon In a 
distnifiinshed caieei. Cutbachan 
held two Common wealth it ^ aids in 
the deiathlon and 110 m hurdles 
The athlete w.js also the lecipient 
ot the Home Mniistei's gold medal 
duiing the peiiod 1900 19l>h Many 
in the athitiics fiaieiniti still be¬ 
lieve that with a little moic tinan 
1 tal siippoit dinbarhan coido have 
fared betrei than a filth plate w 
the O/wHf'/i s On the othei hand, 
the .ithlete hiinsi II looks liatk with 
out a ristrige ol leiiiet 
j I'he liriesi athlete the countiy 
has piodiu ed so tat is now a Depun 


finished fifth in the 110 metres 
hurdles f still lemembur Ohulam 
Ranq, the Commonwealth cham 
pion, w^s of the view that we were 
wasting our time by going through 
the piehmiiidries 

Ghuldm RaziC] was to be proved 
wrong as I suivived an eailv set 
back by just stiaping thiough to 
the semi-finals by viitue ol being 
the lastest loser Running on a 
soaked and heavs tiack many dis¬ 
tinguished stars made then eMt, a 
Get man with 113 seconds to his 
credit being one of them Somehow 
1 clocked l.-l 97 seconds and found a 
Ireitli in the finals Running last till 
the fifth hurdle and seventh till the 
tenth hurdle a last second singe got 


the decathlon I found a bei th on the 
Rome bound plane as a high jum 
pel My lump ot 2 02 >ii was 2 cm 
above the-* ciualitviiig maik 

international aii^aiin came two 
years latei, asiposted a new record 
bv tails ing (>.912 points in the Asian 
Games \!v pci toi main «• lould have 
been miiili bettei hut for an elbow 
inpiis which alnuist caused me to 
withdraw .iftei the ihiid event 
(Inly Ml Jogiiidt'i tsnigh Sami’s 
coaxing persuaded nit to continue 
and 111 tilt' process I clocked a 
lemark.iblc* 48 4 seconds in the- 400 
m lliis was one of ihe few races 
which was to give birth to ifu 
speculations ihat I could have been 
a heller 400 m hurdler than 110 m 


< Cuiiimaiidani in the t RPI me a fifth place in the* finals | 

I t 

E VI-RN uiiiiiu'll ol m\ fiilileiic Todiiv if I sit hack and leview ms 

^ caiMi IS .• iiioiiioi atile oru loi i.oinpetltivc- veais 'hc'i 1‘J()0 was 
me- N'liioiU' ami deleais came the hiimching pad ot mv aihleiK 

alike- ami 1 did niv I'l si wiih whai caieel Compfriiig in the men’s sec 
evil I liad non tor Ihe first lime, I amassed | 

I If ac liic %oiiK-nt IS In he 1 fit'cute 'i973 points to create a new iiation.il 

I non loi mv most iiic moialrle mo- decathlon record on mv wav to 

I iiieiit rlu II the' lokvo Olvmpics gain selection lot the camp at Mount 

! piomuu'iKo Alihoi'gh 1 was not Atiu As fate would have it, instead 

c'xpeiitd lo siiiviie the fie.its 1 of attaining the (jualifying rnaik in 



fuiictlei .IS 1 lacked sjreed 

Afler the \si ul vicloiy along 
Willi Miihaiak .Shah, I was loi iw d 
lo compete in an intc'riiatioiiai meet 
III Ibiantla Ruhhing shouldns with 
till hc'sl 111 the worlil, 1 leapt past all 
the hill die}' to tinish second iti 14 4 
seconds This meet not orilv hoosied 
iny moialc' hut also piovidc'd iin 
with vital ijcing piai'ticc piioi to 
the t’ominoiiwealth Gaines I wa > m 
gieat form loi the Gaines hut ihe 
Chinc'se aggression in 19(>2 th p 
lived me of mv hr si (oiuptimg 
opportuniiv 

Observing ihe pie-.cnt i otidi 
lions 1 mii'.t coi.sich'i mysi'll bn' v 
I'll haviiig goi all those laiiiig, 
"ppoiliuiilies I'lio! to rhe OKin 
('ll' On a looi ol We .1 (jeio'iiiiv 
llollaiwl aiici Swil/etland I 'c.n 
vnloMoli- 111 eight of liiy niin i-ol 
mgs iiiid had a tour best ol 14 1 
sc'c onds 

After tlie Tokyo Olympnid I 
managed iiiioihei notable vniorv 
bv outpai ing mj (.citnan rival wh i 
h.id 1 f 7 se. Olid', to his c lecht iii .ho 
lodoGeimati ‘Test’ at I’ati.ila 
Iheie w.cs some confusion .imong 
^ic' time kc epcTs. ,is iw.. vv..i(hes 
showed IW seconds .i ut MK 
sei'incls, icspeclivelv Since n*' .me 
could f'elievi' tin- .-imirig ihev sli.ck 
with th». ihud oO‘- which ‘l''i''ed 
14 0 seconds Kven the gi<ai T)r 
(Jito I’eli/e'i’s clock shewed M8 
second', .ind hi' iH'lic'vetl it 

Willi me he 1 'ears hehii'd iiu' 
and I’o UK ertii'i's lett, ielu erta'iil 
was an obvious c hcm.e m Not 

even the suipri e pa'I et of iv > 
•Scroll', c I r lityiAg that I had < 11 . 1 " 1 
two ( ommonweahh ret ends in the 
decarhlon (1962 4siad| and JIO m 
hurdles (Tokyo Olympiad 14t ! j, 
could revive* ri]> spiiiis and I quii 

/lb lold 1.1 I'lM :,e '.I'AHMA 
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m Sportsworid Exclusive 




In die beginning, 
there was darkness..... 

And, says MARIO CABRAL E SA, reporting on the 
development of sport in Goa, there is still nothing 
much to cheer about. Except football, of course 

T he death of the Cooperage ground I The Goan women’s football team, 
at Bombay is, weirdly but truly, the however, won the National title in 


J. at Bombay is, weirdl;^ but truly, the 
best evidence of the vitality, techni¬ 
que, appeal and popularity of Goan 
football A whole stand collapsed 
under the weight of an over- 
enthusiastic crowd rooting for Sal- 

§ aocar (a top Goan team) during a 
:overs Cup engagement 
Goa and Bengal have come to be 
the main attractions at the football 
Nationals, with Bengal, often enou^, 
cast in the none-too-heroic role of a 
Goliath, brawnier rather than brainier 
at times. 


The Goan women’s football team, 
however, won the National title in 
1979 and were runners-up in 1980 and 
1981, two years in a row Goans have 
come a long way from the days of 
barefoot games in freshly harvested 
paddy fields and a ball made of rice 
husks stuffed in old and discarded 
isocks Or for that matter, from vol¬ 
leyball played on cowdung-plastered 
floors with an inflated pig's bladdei. 

Goan raconteurs—and there is no 
dearth of them in chatty care-free 
Goa—will tell you how JRD (JRD Tata 
himself) would make his rounds of the 


I 









dingy and grimy hovels of Dhobi Talao 
in Bombay, hunting for fresh arrivals 
from Goa, footballers, pole vaulters 
and cricketers, for his company’s 
sports clubs. Much of it, of course, is 
plain fabrication JRD’s biographers 
have never, at least thus far, projected 
this particular consuming passion of 
the great entrepreneur. The fact, 
however, is that hundreds of Goans 
played for Tata’s and headed, kicked, 
dribbled and long jumped their way 
through the company’s cadres thanks 
to no particular ability other than 
their friendly sportiveness 

At one time, six Goans were in the 
Indian Olympic team—and those were 
the days when to capture a gold at the 
Olympics was no act of God, as now 

It was an achievement of MEN— 
yes, in capitals. 

Those also, were the days when half 
a dozen, or more, Goans held national 
or regional track records—and two of 
them, both Pintos, bid fair, one from 
India and the other from Kenya, tor 
world honours at two different Olym¬ 
piads. 

As for football, half of Maharash¬ 
tra’s side has nearly always consisted 
of “original” Goans And ironically 
enough, a third of Goa’s State team 
has been made up, over the last de¬ 
cade or so, with Keralian “pros" re- 


Landmarks Of 
Goan Football 

1883 Fr, Lyons referees the first 
football match in Goa at 
Arpora grounds. The teams 
were allowed to interchange 
players I 

1908 ’Britons’ Vs Margao—the 
British won 1 0. 

1918 British officers and Sergeants 
Vs Portuguese Officers and 
Sergeants (reportedly, the 
Portuguese promoted a cou¬ 
ple of corporals to strengthen 
the team) The Portuguese 
won. The Governor General 
and his entouiage were pre¬ 
sent throughout the match. 
Ladies and gents dressed 
most formally Police band in 
attendance. The winners 
were kissed and hugged by 
men and women There was a 
fantastic fireworks display at 
the end of the match. 

1959 Major Faustino Duarte, a for¬ 
mer Portuguese international 
footballer, for the first time 
"organises” football and 
other sport activities in Goa, 
on modern and scientific 
lines. 

1960 (A year before Goa’s libera¬ 
tion) Benfica visited Goa. 
Their match with the “natives 
of Goa” ended with a 4-0 
drubbing of the latter 

1962 Goa, now liberated, merges in 
the national mainstream 

















cruited by Goa's prestige football 
teams 

From all accounts, Goans at school 
level were introduced to football by a 
certain Fr Robert Lyons—a most fasci¬ 
nating man He was not a Father, to 
begin with A lay brother, from Manga¬ 
lore, he came to Goa, at the turn of the 
century, lured by the tales of a miracu¬ 
lous spring which rid men of all dis¬ 
ease 

Brother Lyons suffered from lep¬ 
rosy—and the spiing washed him 
clean He settled down, near it, at 
Arpora, a village about 25 kms from 
Panaji, the capital city of Goa There¬ 
in, he founded an English school, the 
first in Goa, levelled a paddy field, the 
first playground in Goa, and taught his 
wards football, cricket, hockey and 
athletics A strict disciplinarian who 
never spared the rod—there were 
several bamboo groves by the school 
ground—he gave his boys what most 
Goans lacked; a goal in life 

And, thus, aimed with Fr Lyons 
English and sports training, they 
boarded a train to Bombay, to gritty 
Dhobi Talao, where, going by fiction, 
JRD prowled on the lookout for 
them—and AFS Talyarkan spun his 
yarns about them, in the then still 
nascent craft of radio reportage. 

T hen came World War II, German 
and Italian ships (the future real- 
life cast .of "TTie Boarding Party") and 
the bored sailors went about Baina, 
the red light area of the Port town of 
Vasco da Gama, playing (and teaching 
local urchins to play) European foot¬ 
ball. 

On the other hand, working on the 
sure premise that only idle, minds 
indulge in politics, the then' Portu- 

g uese dictator Dr. Antonio de Oliveira 
alazar, ordered that football be given 
a new impetus. They had a football to 
kick around and an exciting game to 

__J -. 1 .. _ jtj _ . - 


bother their dictator toi 40 long years 
By I emote control, that is what 
happened in ('oa, too And Fr Lyons’ 
notions, that he who kicked hardest 
and highest played best, made way 
first for the 2-3 5, the WM, the 4-2-4, 
and for a brief while the rather cra/.v 
.1-1-6 Goa never looked back after 
that Clubs like Dempo, Salgaocar, 
Vasco, Sesa have figured in the finals 
of—and often enough won—the most 
important national tournaments 
Cricket, hockey and athletics seem 
to be yet undeveloped Hockey is rid¬ 
den with politics And athletics, being 
incompatible with easy ways, of which 
Goans are very fond are, sadly, a bald 
patch of grey Timothy Spadigam, the 
President of the Goa Athletic Associa¬ 
tion, says with all the regiet of a stern 
drill mastei, “There is no outstanding 
material ’’ Spadigam ought to know 
what he is talking about—a Coorgi 
from an old family converted to Christ- 
lanity by German Lutherans, tall, ma.s- 
sive and still nursing a broken neck 
(from a horse fall), Timothy has 
trained at the Police Academy at 
Mount Abu with “nearly all the IGPs, 
and below’’ now serving in India. 

The fact is that facilities for 
athletes are almost non-existent. 
Arrangements foi jumping events are 
hopelessly primitive and the less writ¬ 
ten the better about the poor state of 
the grounds for the meets The Goa 
Amateur Athletic Association has a 
membership of 25 colleges and institu¬ 
tions It IS to a great extent being 
sustained with the help of the grants 
from the State Council of Sports 
Goa was represented for the first 
time in the ten0 All-India Open Meet 
at Madras in 1971 and has since then 
been a regular, if very poor, competi¬ 
tor in such meets Topping the roll of 
honour is Elma D’Cunha, who, in the 
very first ^ear of Goa’s participation in 


won ihe second place and the silvei 
medal in lavelin Odette Mi-iidis won a 
broiue in the hurdles In ihe Piasdiiiia 
Kumar Memoiial Open Meet at Baiiga 
lore in 197.1, Daniel CoUc-o won the 
second place in the 100 ineires F.lma 
and Danial also won the .)iva|i 
Dadabhai Kerkar Awards 

ATHETICALLY, in games like bad 
ininton— a Goan, Viiav Madgaokat 
was the National Champion iii the 
Forties—politic.s and dii t v games h.ive 
dulled the prospects of a lairlv latge, 
111 relative tei ms to Goa’s si/e, number 
of keen young men and women who 
have the right instincts, enoimous 
potential but, at present hti'e giii 
dance woirh the name So si>eins to he 
the case in other fields - like vol 
leyball and cricket 

And even a game like teuni- in 
which the famous, and still wealthy, 
Sequeira brothets. Jack and l-'iank 
won outstanding honoius, is all but 
dead At the pompous “C iiihf de Triii', 
de Caspar Dias’’, an elitist lomt vshcie 
Portuguese officers once made passes 
between sets at porttlani-faied oam- 
sels, while Mamas played budge, sip¬ 
ped high tea and kept an tyc on the 
proceedings, the oiiK game now play 
ed IS rummy at a Rs 2 a point There is 
a Rs. 50 side bet on the best thies first 
cards, a Rs 100 side bit on the best 
three last cards i take home, oi leave ii 
theie) and Rs 2000 or mote pet plav 
ing “day”, often enough a marathon 
extending over two dav. and thicc 
nights 

New games have tome into tieing— 
like hututu and kabaddi, delighrtully 
dt’shi, but where Goans with their 
East-West hangups, stand little 
chance, ignorant as they still aie oi ihe 
validity of such techniques as t aich as- 
ratch-can or of such eminently useful 
tactics of grabbing an adversary by his 
hair . 



County Cricket Review 


BENSON & HEDGES CUP FINAL 

Richards pulls it off 

ASH IS RAY reports 

H F. did It 111 ihf Piudenticd (up I ^uies and {;t‘tlinK a 
final in in the (Iillfiie «'up Thiiius haven’t cnai 


Xlfiiidl in III the (Iillftie t'up 

final the same sfusiin and in the '1 e»-t 
matches lasi veai Now ai’iiin, in the 
1981 Benson and Hedges ( up liiial. he 
picxhiced vei iiiKithc'i thundening cen- 
tni V 

Said lliKlii'iii (it the dav. Antiguan 
Vivian Ri( hauls "I d1waV'> dic'umt ab¬ 
out coming out till (High those white' 


gales and getting a hundred at Lord’s 
Things haven’t changed I still feel the 
same motivation” 

Yes. a major contribution from 
Richards on July I'i was as certain as 
such accumulation can he in this game 
of gieat unpredictability At five for 
two, Sylvester Clarke, looking as quick 
as anybody in the world, had lemoved 
Peiei Denning and then greeted Peter 



Roetiuak with a bouncer, which the 
bespectacled man knew nothing ab¬ 
out. After that, he proceeded to test 
Richards with a couple of really nasty 
fliers, but the maestro weathered the 
storm, and went on to wreak havoc on 
the other bowlers to finally compile 
his runs off 128 balls. 

His investment in a third wicket 
stand of 105 with Roebuck, his best 
friend, was 80, and although Ian 
Botham later lived up to his Heading- 
ley heroics with a swift 37, the person 
to hit the headlines and the winning 
stroke—a lofted drive to midwicket for 
four—was this 29-year-old West In¬ 
dian 

And Jim Laker, now thankfully rec¬ 
overed from a recent heart operation, 
presented him with the gold award, 
symbol of Man of the Match Indeed, 
those who argue that a portion of 
Richards’ success stems from his play¬ 
ing foi the West Indies—a star- 
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studded unit if there ever was one^— 
were left with fewer debating points as 
he had w'alked into a crisis, made light 
of it, and with the most ferocious 
onslaught on the leg boundary, 
emerged the complete master of the 
situation 

Anything short was hooked or pul¬ 
led fiercely, anything overpirched was 
driven or fln-ked with power and ele¬ 
gance, and even good length deliveries 
were sent blazing through the square- 
leg or midwicket region 

He blended all this with a most 
delicate exhibition of late cutting- 
one such stiokc to third man for a 
single heralding his hundred. 

Thus, not by any manner oi means 
was If a gripping contest or a nailbit- 
ing finish Richards’ performance put 
paid to that Indeed, the only tense 
moment of the day was when Somerset 
lost I heir second wicket with just five 
runs on the board, but with Richards 
stamping out his authority trom there 
onwards, the match veritably returned 
to Its one-sidedness 

The breaks had gone Somerset’s 
way frtim the very beginning, with 
Brian Rose winning the toss and put¬ 
ting Suiiey in on a slightly moist 
wicket Siibseguentiv, with Ciarnei 


and Botham, particularly the former, 
bowling an immaculate opening spell, 
only four runs came off the first six 
overs. At this stage, Jack Richards, the 
wicketkeeper playing the role of a 
makeshift opener, had hi.s stumps up 
rooted by the ‘Big Bird’ 

So, the struggle continued for the 
South London cJub With Garner at his 
most accuiate and thicatening to lun 
amuck, it was foi tunate for Sun ey tliat 
the left handei Roger Knighl cuiijiiied 
a captain’s innings ot 92 Bui iilinnati 
ly, the skipper got an inside edge onto 
his pads, and the ball ricocheted to 
gully for the burly wicket keepei De¬ 
rek Taylor to lake .1 ■■mai: catch A 
slightly uncomnion dismissal, but 11 
added up Garnei rounding off the dav 
with the sensational figuic-s of 11 r> 14 
5 

In the process, Suriev weie peggcnl 
down to 194 foi eighr in ihoir 'i.'l ovei •, | 
“This was 20 luns too shoit”, Kiughi, a ; 
candidate for the England captaiiu v in i 
India, later commented, adiliiig, “But 
with Viv in such tremendous form, 
even 60 more would have been too 
short” A valid leniaik sinte Somtisei 
coasted to then taigei with ten and a 
half overs siill to spare But despite 
the favourable conditions. Garner's 


was an extraordinary showing—tl 
best-ever bowling display in a Benst 
and Hedges final, just as much • 
Richards' wa.s the highest score, ar 
indeed, only the second bundled in tf 
ultimate stage ot ihis toiiinament 

All the same, Knight’s e. 
perimenting with the batting ordt 
could have been reserved for a lei 
Cl IK lal occasion In the absence of th 
expel leiK'ed Alan Biitchei, to sen 
Rnhaiils to open the innings repn 
sented ,1 folly, as did the demotion t 
I he soasoiiccf Giahum Roope to nun 
her eight The last mentioned came i 
aftei even Clarke, while the young an 
ioTn|)ai,itivcl> untested Montv Lync 
took his place at number five 

Bui Somc-iset weie the lavouiires 
.uul ihev lived up tu the people's faith 
and the ’rusi t-l the thousands wh< 
ina.l," iht^ pminey to the* ‘Mecc.i’ fron 
the vsfst loiiiiirv It was an exodir 
woiib ilie eflon, and one* man hat 
I'.ivelletl an evi-n grearei distance— 
iioiii Bomb IV (u be |<rccise to onioj 
the lOiujiK >t The satislac tioii Sum 
ilciv.ick.ii ■ ould not savour in Some 
I set’, c'lloms 1 i«-i veai, he imhibed a: 
.1 spc-ciatoi this lime and appeared tc 
he ,is li'.riMi'd as .iiiv'nie in llie puhlic 
galleries 




News : International 


ICC MEETING 


South Africa still out in the cold 

ARIJIT SEN and ASHIS RAY report from London 


T he 1981 Intcrnariondl Cricket 
Conference meeting, at fiord’s, will 
certainly go down as one of the most 
significant in recent times It marked 
the long nntu ipated entry of Sri Lanka 
into the told, and no less important, 
slammed the door on South Africa's 
face foi .1 seemingly indefinite period. 

The upgrading of Sri Lanka has 
been on the cat as for several years 
The mam objection to this “promo¬ 
tion'’ was that this country has not 
been in a position to offer more than 


England, where Bandula Warnapura's 
team is currently on a trip, was also 
sympathetic. In fact, it was while play¬ 
ing Yorkshire at Sheffield that the 
tourists were conveyed the happy 
news ot their elevation, and not surpri¬ 
singly, the revelry which followed 
matched anything that transpired at 
Colombo and Kandy 

India and Pakistan have for long 
propagated Sti Lanka's full mem¬ 
bership of the ICC And once Austra 
lia’s attitude became known, the 



hcp.->; iVe' '.I’l*; iv South AfncB relaxes before a match 


two 'lot venues to visiting teams, 
which <-.iinewhar defeated the objec¬ 
tive of leciprocity The circumstances 
have nor changed, but two recent 
developments have influenced the six 
niembei nations, namely, England, Au- 
siralia, West Indies, New Zealand, In¬ 
dia and Pakistan, to take a different 
view of the matter, and as a result, the 
admi.ssion was unanimou'^ly approved. 

The favourable points were, first, 
Australia’s good impressions of the Sri 
Lankans, ba.sed on their recent tour, 
and then, the opinion formed here in 


acceptance of this year’s application 
became a mere formality, since no 
country wish'd to he labelled as ob¬ 
structive in any way Thus, England’s 
scheduled visit to Sri Lanka after 
touring India this winter will, in all 
likelihood, include an official Test, the 
details ot which are expected to be 
finalised shortly 

On the other hand. South Africa’s 
renewed bid for a restoration of their 
membership was a non-staiter, given 
the background of the Jackman Affair 
and the Springbok’s Rugby tour of 


New Zealand. Today, more than be¬ 
fore, the worldwide demand for sanc¬ 
tions against South Africa is insisting 
on plugging every ‘sporting’ loophole, 
with a United Nations-blessed ban on 
individuals providing the slightest en¬ 
couragement to apartheid not ruled 
out But England, Australia and New 
Zealand voted in favour of South Afri¬ 
ca’s recall, which was rejected by the 
West Indies, India and Pakistan, and 
this “deadlock” could well become a 
majority ballot against any immediate 
consideration in future with Sri Lanka 
siding with the non-white nations Of 
course, the ICC in its present composi¬ 
tion did resolve that ‘‘Every en¬ 
couragement should be given to the 
continued development of multi-racial 
cricket in South Attica” 

The Secretaiy of ICC, Mr Jack 
Bailey, commented “In view of world 
political opinion, ciicket opinion, and 
the lealities of the situation us they 
existed, nothing more than that could 
be done to encourage South Africa ” 
Interestingly enough, on an issue 
not unconnected with the South Alri 
can uuestion, the Conference “de¬ 
plored” any move to take letaliatoiv 
action on the basis of the doings of 
other autonomous bodies, which was 
an obvious refeience to the threat now 
faced by New Zealand regaiding then 
tour of the West Indies, arising from 
the Springbok’s visit 

Another resolution stated that “All 
member countries of ICC agree that 
the selection of teams is entirely a 
mattei for the goveining bodies con 
cerned. The bariing of individuals tor 
political reasons by other Covei n- 
ments or Government Bodies cannot 
be allowed to interfere with such 
selection,” This, clear enough, was a 
direct sequel to the Jackman Episode, 
but one wonders how fai the nations 
concerned will be able to stick to then 
word once pressure is applied by a 
United Nations motion 

On the technical angle, the issue of 
slow over rates was discussed all over 
again, but no fiirn decision could be 
reached It was felt that a regulation of 
16 5 overs an hour should be incorpo¬ 
rated into the tour conditions, but as 
illu.stratcd by Austtalia’s recent refus¬ 
al to comply with the 100 overs stipula¬ 
tion, expediency could get the better 
of setting an example. And in an era 
where winning and prize money are so 
vital, mundane matters like giving the 
crowd their money’s worth do not 
enter a strategist’s thoughts 





Xenophobia In English cricket 

RAVI CHATURVEDI reports on how overseas cricketers seeking to play 
County cricket are now coming under a cloud 

T he unprecedented restrictions im- quired to register themselves with the from Peter May, the former England 

posed by the British Immigration Test and County Cricket Board skipper In his opinion, engagement of 

Department on prospective overseas (TCCB), the final authority to decide overseas players has harmed the cause 

cricketers have marred their chances whether such contracts are in the best of English cricketeis 

of playing as professionals in County interest of English cricket. The neces- May felt that due to an increasing 

ana l,eague engagements in England, sary work permit is issued to the number of overseas pace bowlers in 
The new legislation, to be effective players only after approval by the County cricket, England has not been 
from 1982, will set a skill-experience TCCB. able to unearth fast bowlers of Test 

criterion for issuing work permits to The Professional Cricketers’ Asso class within the country His list of 
players intending to participate as ciation in England welcomed the new pacemen presently engaged by the 
professionals in English County and legislation, which in their opinion. Counties included West Indians Andy 
League cricket The legislation, which would safeguard the interests of pro- Roberts, Michael Holding, Norbert 
has the sanction of the League Cricket fessional cricketers in England Phillip, Malcolm Marshall, Sylvester 

Conference, stipulates three condi- The events of this season indicate Clarke, Joel Gainer and Ezra Mosley, 
tions. Firstly, that the incumbent must that fiom next year overseas cricke- Australia’s Jeff Thomson, New Zea- 
have played first class cricket, se< oiid- ters might face a total blackout from land’s Richard Hadlee, Pakistan’s Im- 
ly, that he should have represented his the English County championship In a lan Khan and Sarfraz Nawaz, South 
country in Test cricket and finally, recent article, former England skipper Africa’s Clive Rice, Garth Le Roux, 

1 hat the contracting body pays a mini- Ray Illingworth asked the MCC and Mike Piocter and Vincent Van Der 
mum remuneration of £1,500 per the TCCB to restrict the number of Bijl 

season overseas players on the County staff. Dwelling upon the paucity of top- 

A communique issued by the Brit- regardless of the duration of their class fast bowleis in England, Illing- 
ish Immigration Department stated, employment with the various Coun- worth said that since the emergence of 
"From the 1982 cricket season on- ties He has also suggested that from Chris Old, Bob Willis and Mike Hen- 
waitls. only players who have repie- next year each County be permitted drick, only two quick bowlers of Test 
sented then countiies or who have only one overseas player per team standard had been produced by Eng- 
played regularly in first class cricket However, this may not be applicable to land—lan Botham and Graham Dilley, 
will be eligible to secure work permits the players under contract before among whom the latter cariies ilie 
to play as professionals m County and 1979 label—the “Great White Hope of En- 

League cricket” Hitheito, anyone In order to check the South African glish Crickft” 

could be conti acted to play by a Coun- players who have found loopholes in England's cricket problems stem 
tv or a (lub the qualification clause for England from considerable foieign influence 

Immtgiation records show that out Test team selection, Illingworth sug- on the County game Although theie is 
of 84 peimits issued this season to the gested that only those with British no deaith of fast bowlers in England, 
professional cricketers, 29 played m passports be made eligible to play foi they lack opportunities to piove their 
English Counties and the rest in the England Illingworth’s call to reduce potential The lemedy lies in rcsinct- 
League cricket The overseas players the number of overseas players in the ing the engagement of overseas '.ricke 
contracted by the Counties are re- English Counties found ready support ters in English County ciicket 

Khun and J(M‘I Garnm are ihcir rf.ivs on the County circuit numbered^ 


Analysis 


Begin the search for 
fresh hlood now 

I TONY LEWIS, while admitting that England played 
I magnificently to win the Headingley Test, urges that 
the selectors start unearthing talent for the forthcom¬ 
ing tour of India 


T in.liisi thiiL'ilavs III iht' 

Ifv U-st v\t u‘ nu'ii'h till.' work ol 
itioii.tls, aiul 100 OIK-••ided 

K, produtL' a liveda.\ dr.iina wiih a 
■ Hist III the tail 

lloui‘\er, mil ol the iniiiky skies 
laiiie the hiind ol lari DownLiisi 
|{olh.inl, v\ho had pist lost the I'ni'iaiid 
(apiaiiKV, plaved an innings ol stall 
I lin^ liiuialitv and Rob Willis, not mails 
i .1 lilt still on uvo knees whii h have 
; sufleied the suineon’s knite, touiid the 


ehaine of youth in his limbs aeain. 

Ketneinbci, F.nniand had tollowed 
on Botham’s 14‘J not out with support 
tioin Gtahain Dillev, 56, and Chits Old, 
2‘J, Kuve Kurland only the slenderest 
ihance Aiistialia had IHO to win, bai¬ 
ting last Willis smashed through them 
with X loi 4.1 and toi only the second 
lime in Test ciKkel history, the side 
lollowing on won the match. It was 
met edible to see 

Yon will be light if you guess that 


the pijch was a devil on which to bat. It 
was, but it was not a great deal more 
difficult for Australia than it had been 
for England 

There were ciacks in the surface 
from the start, the ball had bounced 
unevenly and moved sharply off the 
seam Although Australia’s captain 
Kim Hughes icept his spiiinei, Kay 
Bright, in his side, Mike Brcarley had 
gone into the match without a spinner 
at all 

England were 227 runs behind 
when they followed on. Graham Gooch 
went to the admirable Terry Alderman 
for a duck Geoff Boycott grafted for 
an age for liis 46, Peter Willey, too. But 
at IT? for 7, all appeared lost Austra¬ 
lia would go two Tests up m the 
six-match series We were resigned to 
It 

1 watched Ian Botham’s innings 
with a smile at the start Eveiyone had 
detended, but he was going to play a 
few shots He hit a few delivei les from 
Lillee and Tcriy Aldeiinan with alaim- 
ing powei He played and missed The 
outfield was as giiirk as glass 

Bang' Four through exiia cover off 
the back toot 

Whack' Four whipped ovei mid 
WK ket 



ii • I' l n\Mt)iough Mii/As cleun lyow's Bright to set' hcImaos fate m the thud Lunjuil ffst 
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Crash! Over the top for another 
boundary 

There were no delicate singles No 
craf^ build-up England were sinking, 
and Botham was not piepared to swim 
spasmodically with the game’s chang¬ 
ing currents. He went blindly into the 
waves and struck oui for the shore I 
expected to see him drown 

When he did not, I decided to get 
around behind the bowler's arm, up in 
the BBC radio commentary box, to see 
if the ball was still moving It was, and 
more trickily, it was bouncing uneven¬ 
ly What happened was that Botham’s 
swishing blaoe had put the long line of 
slips out of business 

If he struck an edge, the ball flew 
over their heads. Kim Hughes set a 
fly-slip, but then Botham also spent a 
lot of his tune middling the ball in 
•front of the wicket The power with 
which he hit can be gauged from the 
fact that the boundary fielders could 
not cover more than half a dozen yatds 
at square third man to lun down his 
mighty cuts 

If, as a schoolboy you di earned ot 
doing the heroit deed for vour coun- 
tiy, this was it All the old players, 
iiveied to the windows of the Heading- 
ley pavilion, felt certain it had to end 
They knew that (.ticket is nut a game 
to be manipulated by schoolboy 
dtearns It can be haish, and who knew 
bettei about that than Ian Botham'-' 
But on he went 

Now, what about Australia'-' How 
did they weather the blitz'^ Truth is. 
they did not Just as England had been 
too generous with their run saving in 
the fust innings when Australia gut 
401 for ‘1 declared, so Hughes let ii 
slip. Botham was going to attack, come 
what may, and Hughes should have set 
the sort of defensive field which most 
cC'untties used to set to the West 
Indians Botham, like Everton Weekes 
of old, was not going to lesist the full 
tango of strokes 

Kim Hughes, after the event, will 
also see that he overhowled Lillee and 
Alderman He lefused to trv the spin¬ 
ner, until too late Aldeiman bowled 
l.S over' up the hill and Lillee, now 
aged .12, found it frustrating nut to 
come back with his initial veive 
Yet, still, these events were fairy 
stones, not reahtv All we could say, 
when the blast was over, was that 130 
luns to win ought to be got, hut nut 
without a struggle Norman Yatdiey, 
tormer England captain of the late 
Forties, agreed that it is often easiei to 
chase 230 than 130 

Funny things happen in dressing 
looms Panic builds up. And so it was 
with Australia. Wilhs thumped the 
ball into the pitch, short of a length, 
and depended on his speed and the 
uneven bounce A lot of defensive 
strokes were played chest high 
The catches stuck for the first time 
for England. Edges flew and were 
held Taylor held four of them safely 
behind the stumps Lillee skilfully 
played shots as Botham had and so did 
Bright. 

Brearley controlled the England 
effort with aplomb The incredible 


happened when Willis took out 
Bright's middle sUiinp to complete a 
lest match miratle, which had people 
all ovei the cuuiitiy stopping in the 
high streets to ogle at television in 
shop windows, to see England assett 
Itself at Id.st on tlie < rirket field 

So what now’ Should India tiemblc 
as they prepare to meet this new 
England spirit'-' The answei. to mv 
mind IS “No ’’ This is no revolution I 
will nevei deny this team the gieat 
two days and the impos.sible victory, 
but It rather papered over the t racks 

In this side .'re old-timers Boycott 
Taylor, Brearley, of forty years oi 
older. Old, Willis and Willey moving to 
theii mid-rhirties Foi Willev that is 


not cnicial, but toi the taslei liowuis 
the end i.s in sight 

The seleiiors, I know had ihoughts 
()1 intiodiicuig tin- Miuiig liloixi ot 
1,1 vale, Mendis, Patkci and oiu ot a 
^iou|i 111 vouiig last liiiwleis I oi the 
momc-ni, the England siippoiieis .lie 
happy with ihi-ii win Init liuliiuis (.Jii 
risk a wtv cfiuckle th.it itu- n-novariuri 
ot the team whiib ts cssetiMal beloie 
the Indian loui has bi en pnsiponerl 
It was ihiit wav in l’)7 2, vrhi-n I w.is 
.iski (I to b-ad to Indi.i ,i p.irtv lonsist 
trig mainlv of riovui's ( luket .ibio.ul 
IS h>itd withriiii the light Idend ot 
cspeiienie and youth At tins nionient 
III lime th(- ineinheis of this I-iigl.ind 
tt.tin would not last the (muse So 
something must be done 
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KAPIL DEV: 

Is he the best Indian 
all-rounder ever? 


ASHIS RAY attempts to answer the question 
that everyone has been asking ever since the 
talented Haryana all-rounder appeared on the 

Test scene 


L ong yeais ago—in the Thirties to 
be accurate—India possessed a 
pair of excellent opening bowlers in 
Mohammed Nissar and Amar Singh 
After that, Ramakant Desai in the 
Sixties promised a lot, but never quite 
attained an exalted place in the annals 
of fast bowling 

Now, after an interminable wait, 
the country has discoveted in Kapil 
Dev a pacer lo be proud of He is not 
yet genuine quick, but rapidly zeroing 
in on that plane, and his average 
return of around four wickets a Test 
match, places him in the company of 
the very best. 

In terms of all-rounders, Dattu 
Phadkar, Chandu Borde, Salim Duria- 
ni and Bapu Nadkarni have all made 
deep impressions but the only one to 
claim a spot in cricket history is Vinou 
Mankad The person who has matched 
the illustiious Mankad is none other 
than Kapil Dev, who completed the 
“double” in 25 Tests—just two more 
than his famous ptedcressor 

Yes, it goes without saying that the 
advent of Kapil Dev Nikhanj on the 
Indian cricket scene and especially the 
fruition of his bowling piopensities 
has blown across like a whiff ot fresh 
air in an otherwise pungent enviion- 
ment It’s not that there has never 
been anything to enthuse over iii Indi¬ 
an cricket After all, Ranji, Duleep, 
Merchant, Hazaie, Mankad, Gupte, 
Chandrasekhar, Prasanna, Bedi, Vish- 
wanath and Gavaskar all evoke stimu¬ 
lating memories, hut in this corridor of 
fame Kapil Dev is unarguably the 
latest sensation As Gavaskar magna¬ 
nimously puts It “He’s the superstai 
of Indian ciicket" 

“I was not bom into a cricketing 
familv, but into a genet ation ohse.ssed 
with the game" savs the Haryana lad 
He ailived in this world in Chandigaih 
,on 6 January, 1959, the second 
youngest of seven childien His father, 
who died when he was only sixteen. 


was a businessman An oldei brothei 
played cricket at the university level 
But that is as far as the Nikhanj 
family’s contact with the game of 
cricket went 



Yet, ten veais ago, when Kapil Dev 
first began to take a serious inteicst in 
the flannelled spoit, hockey, which 
had viitually dominated life in North¬ 
ern India, was slipping from its pedes¬ 
tal and cricket taking its place And 
todav’.s hero was among those swept 
up by the tide 

Significantly, m 197i he met D P 
Azad, his fust coach who is still his 
mastei arid mentoi That brought ab¬ 
out a tangible difference lie was 
obviously exceptionally gifted, a natu¬ 
ral, 111 othei woids But Azad groomed- 
this talent to a sound technical 
approach, paitn uiarly in respect to his 
bowling So much so, that within a 
couple of seasons ot that fateful en- 
countei he had made an exemplary 
Ranji Tiophy debut, taking six foi .39 
against Punjab, a stmt the senior 
Nikhanj was able to watch before hts 
sudden deni'se 

My fust glimpse ot Kapil Dev came 
only a few months later The setting 
was the Eden Caideiis and, as fai us I 
lemember, on a beautifully sunnv win¬ 
ter afternoon in Calcutta he captured 
tw'o early wickets to have Bengal on a 
bit of a hop The home team resusci¬ 
tated Itself but the scenario ot those 
outswingers sent down with a 
pleasantly side-on action (he was no 
mure than medium-pace then) lingers 
to date 

Those days, and even now, it wasn’t 
unusual to be turned on by anything 
even remotely lepiesenting a fast 
bowling ptospect Time and again 
have Indians hankered down this trail, 
only to be disappointed But this 
looked a suretiie entity The boy was 
voung, tall and strong and with a 
classical overtone in his movements. 

T he question, as always, was would 
he get the proper guidance:* 
Needless tu mention, Azad did a 
marvellous job, but when selected to 
*our Pakistan in 1978, Kapil Dev still 
needed a bit of polishing The rough 
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edges had to be smoothened out. He 
had catapulted into the limelight with 
an innings of 327 in a varsity match, 
and also drawn attention with a few of 
his Ranji Trophy feats 

But when picked for the trip across 
the border, he was given the nod more 
in hope on the part of the selectors 
than in expectation of a heavy output 
of runs nr wickets Crucially enough, 
of course, he ensnared four wickets 
and notched up an unbeaten 60 in the 
Irani Cup tie just before the announce¬ 
ment of the squad, and that, in all 
probability, tilted the scales in his 
favour 

Ever since the war, a certain de¬ 
speration has been noticed in Indian 
selectors when it has come to en¬ 
couraging fast bowlers, and anyone 
indicating the slightest semblance of 
speed has been thrust into the tore- 
fiont in an indisciiminate manner But 
the “spotting" ot Kapil Dev was to 
prove an unqualified windfall 

However, as expected, in Pakistan 
Kapil Dev howled spiritedly, but v.ith- 
out any outstanding control The wick- 
ets, according to him, were 
“graveyards for fast bowlets" He still 
managed to produce a lot of file, 
though Over and above this, as a 
taileiidei, he conjured up a couple of 
really gutsy innings, one of them a 
hard hitting half century against the 
dteaded duo oi linraii and Satfia/ 

In, by and iaige. ideal batting con- 
riitions, the seasoned Indian spinners 
were torn to shieds, but out of the 
massacre Kapil Dev c'merged, if not 
totally unscathed, pimcipally unhurt 
And that in itself comprised a minoi 
triumph As It happened, iheie weie 
more impiessive conquests to follow 

For a start, on his return to India, 
and versus Kallicharran's West Indi¬ 
ans, he was promoted in the batting 
order, and fully justified this eleva¬ 
tion, compiling runs most consistently 
He capped it all with a glamorous 
undefeated 126 at the Ferozshah Kot- 
la, and then played a major role in 
India’s Chepauk win 

But by the end of this seties, the 
young ciicketer had started feeling a 
nagging pain in his knee In fact, he 
concealed this ailment from most peo¬ 
ple and without any fuss, embarked on 
the tout oi Englind Indeed, it turned 
out to be a wise decision, as despite 
resorting to pain-killing injections 
quite constantly, he adroitly assimi¬ 
lated the essentials and improved by 
leaps and bounds as a bowler. By the 
conclusion of the trip, he had become 
a force to reckon with in international 
cricket 

“I spoke to Rajindei Fal betoie 
undertaking the journey,” he reveals. 
“And he gave me very good advice ” 
And what was it that impressed him 
about English cricket, ancl created the 
required maturity^ “It was the profes¬ 
sional approach that struck me, and 
watching some of the senior players 
handle the varying conditions, drove 
home some useful points.” 

A dmittedly, Kapil was a maj’or 
letdown in the Prudential Cup 
matches. But the few weeks that sepa- 
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rated this tournament and the first 
Test at Edgbaston saw him exploit the 
County games to the full, and in the 
Birmingham engagement he took all 
the five wickets that tell in England’s 
mammoth first innings of 633. 

Indeed, he amplified his ability 
with every outing and finished with a 
haul of 16 in the series, which included 
a marvellous spell off a shortened run 
at Headingley in the third Test He 
captured the wickets of Boycott, 
Gooch and Gower in that stint, and 
had the home side struggling at 58 for 
four at one stage 

But as a batsman, he recorded a top 
score of 21, and reached double fi¬ 
gures only twice, which, to put it 


mildly, amounted to a gross under¬ 
statement of his potential. 

Back home and still suffering se¬ 
vere pain in his knee, he, however, put. 
to perfect u$e his visit to England, and 
pulverised both Australia and Pakis¬ 
tan to spearhead an Indian victory in 
both sequences. 

He emerged as the highest wicket 
taker in both serie.s, grabbing 28 and 
32 victims respectively to, perhaps, 
confirm beyond doubt that he was a 
new hurdle to contend with as far as 
batsmen went. 

In the realm of world cricket his 
batting, too, signalled flashes of bril¬ 
liance, his most notable being his 83 
and 84 m the two confrontations at 


Chepauk, and the blazing 69 at the 
WaiMchede Stadium. Looking back, of 
course—and not surprisingly—he 
rates his all-round performance at 
Chepauk against Pakistan when he got 
that brilliant knock and gobbled up 
eleven wickets in the match as his 
most memorable endeavour. “Beating 
Pakistan in that Test, and the fact that 
I played a part in it, has given me the 
greatest satisfaction of my career so 
far”. 

But by this point, the strain on the 
knee was beginning to tell. A total of 
26 Test matches in a span of a vear and 
a half would take a toU on anybody. To 
play 17 of them in a seven-month 
period with an increasing cartilage 
problem was sheer madness. And 
when the Jubilee Test arrived, he was 
virtually a spent force. 

Yet, fascinatingly enough, he 
emphasised in this Test that he had 
immense possibilites as a batsman, if 
only he applied himself He contrived 
a highly responsible, and technically 
illuminating innings of 45 not out in 
India’s -second venture, and that 
amidst the shambles of an impending 
innings defeat. Unfortunately, he has 
not always indicated the same dedica¬ 
tion or reliability since, which remains 
a slight pity. 

T he knee indisposition was the 
most worrying thing for Kapil Dev, 
nay for Indian cricket, after that com¬ 
memorative clash with England and 
one wondered what was going to be 
done Here, to their credit, the Board 
of Control for Cricket in India stepped 
in very wisely and sent the fast bowler 
to Birmingham, where a well-known 
specialist along with Bernie Thomas, 
the E^land physiotherapist, did a 
splendid job 

The delicate operation for the re¬ 
moval of a minuscus and a cyst was 
performed to perfection, and within 
weeks of the surgery the Indian all- 
rounder was ready to pound away on 
surfaces both hard and soft Indeed, it 
was this galloping up and down on 
tough soils which had dune the dam¬ 
age in the first place, but the trauma 
was over. 'T feel fine” he said when he 
left London for India in the autumn of 
last year, and was soon to establish 
that, in fact, he did feel fine 

Ibe next commission was Australa¬ 
sia, and a vital one at that Before the 
first Test m Sydney, he moulded a 
murderous innings against New Zea¬ 
land in one of the over-limit clashes, 
but it was at the SCG that he really 
blossomed into his own as a bowler, 
taking five wickets in Australia’s only 
outing. 

True, the Australian bpwlers also 
did exceedingly well in this match, but 
they were helped considerably to¬ 
wards their, bounty by some really 
anaemic batting by the Indians—a 
kind of letup which wasn’t forthcom¬ 
ing as far as theur counterparts were 
concerned. 

Then, at Adelaide on a peach of a 
pitch, he subjected his foes to a thor¬ 
oughly torrid examination, bowling 
with exceptional fire and appearing to 
be the quickest bowler in the match. 


Up poas (he umpire's finger and Kapil has another scalp that of Wasim Ban 
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« mn uiv |U'Mnu«a» niiiDieac wav siiii r 

to cooie. In Melbourne, Kapil Dev was I 
laid low by a groin injury, and did not 
take part in the proceedings on the 
thud and fourth day of the Test, 
barring batting tor a brief while with a 
runner. With Australia chasing the 
most manageable of targets, irrespec¬ 
tive of the venom in the wicket, India 
were reduced to ju.st one physically 
unhandicapped front-line bowler in 
Karsan Ghavri 

Shivlal Yadav had been withdrawn 
from tlie match after incurring a frac¬ 
ture on his foot, and Dilip Dos'hi, 
although devastaring in his distom 
foir, was also bothered by a hairline 
fracture In the circumstam es, Kapil 
Dev, veiy much against medical 
advice, went up to his captain at a 
party on the eve of the final day and 
intimated his availability for the fol¬ 
lowing halt day, as it pioved to be 

The rest, one reckons, is still too 
frtsh in everyone’s memoiics to de¬ 
mand repeliiion But to touch on this 
gloMoits moment in Indian cricket his- 
tuiv, let It be said that although all 
that isas expected of a bowler on a 
track like the one at the MCG for the 
last liidia-Aiistralia Test was a proper 
length many an experienced player, 
in a similar situation, has failed to 
debvei |usc that 

Kaiiil Dev did not fail and with 
siippoit from Doshi, spreadeagled the 
Austr.ilijii innings to shoot them out 
for then lowesi-ever total against In¬ 
dia He emerged from the encounter 
covfied with glory and India, for the 
first lime, had asoided h'sing u senes 
in Au.iiali.i 

Of course, a scctioii ot the Austra 
ban Press, .ind perhaps, even the home 
crickeiers. weie a little suspicious ot 
the events mat had overtaken them 
How could a man who louldn’t walk 
propel 1\ ihe previous nighi. they 
askec' bowl 'in II a .spelP 

And si.irouridnig him in the cites 
sing loom ,u!ei fhe nidich, some of (ho 
sc I ihes ijiici led the nature ot the trear 
menr he h.id undergone Did he take 
iniecTions' Did ht take anabolic ster¬ 
oids"'' In u'spoDse, the hounded hero 
rc'iii.liked “AH I applied was an oinr- j 
nic'iu picsc nbed to me by the doctor" j 
He added, and this was leprndiiced in 
many a p.ipei “I had to do it for 
Sum'" 

The truth is, he woke up at five 
o’clock on the fateful moimug and 
went Icii jog around the hotel Thercmt- 
ter, he s.n down with his fiiend and 
teammate Yogiaj to recite the Gttd 
with a firm resolve Perhaps, n was the 
will power that can led him thiough 
Hi.s skippi'i Sunil Gavaskar, in a Press 
conference .itter the showing called it 
“a miracle" and qualified the state 
menr by saying "Mnacles do happen in 
Indian cricket" 

A fter tins euphoria. New Zealand, 
just as much as it was for India, 
was an antichniax Admittedly, he was 
ijuite thunderous at the Basin Resei /e 
in Wellington, but faded away subse¬ 
quently, and bj the Auckland Test 
looked a tired and jaded tiguie 



But he is back in busine.ss in the about his alleged affair with the film 
L.incashire League, where playing for actress Sarika. he stoutly denied the 
Nelson, he has aheady accumulated matter and promised to teach her a 
500 runs With an average of around 55, lesson foi linking him with her 
and taken about 40 wic'cets for approx- Whether he kept his word one doesn’t 
imately sixteen apiece'. Natuially, he’s know, but he did maintain “I am not 
quite' an attiuction loi the locals, and inteicsted in such cheap publicity” 
hundreds Hock to the ground to catch And somewhat keeping to this 
a glimpse of th»* all rounder c'xtraui tiend, he bowed to his elder brother’s 
din.nv wishes, got engaged in the tiaditioiial 

In the absence ol Sarirar Nawaz, he manner, and on May b this year, ex- 
h.in pkiycd a couple of games for changed vows with Kciini Bhatia, a girl 
N'liithtimpionshire and, in fact, is on a from Bombay “J don't know anything 
iwo-vear conn art with them This, af- about it”, he says a little embarrassed, 
irr refusing Middlesex, who were very when leleience is drawn to his bet 
KiM'ii III einplov his .services for the full rothal “My family artanged all that”, 
sc.isun, and who have since settled for but he* would take great pains over 
till' Australian left Thomson It’' re wilting his letters to his then fiancee 
maiknble that a shrewd cricketing from Australia. 

brain like Mike Brearlev’s—and he is Kapil Dev is an unabashed admirer 
the Middlesex captain—should prefer of other cricketers Dennis Lillee, he 
Kapil Dc'v to “Thommo", but that’s the considers to be “the greatest” About 
respect the twenty two-year-old has Gavaskar, he says “There is no corn- 
earned tiom analysts and fellow pansoii with anyone else". Vish- 
cricketers wanath, he describes as “extraordin- 

But despite the honour, the adula- ary” As for himself, he is very modest, 
tion and praise, Kapil Dev Nikhanj “I don’t think I have done anything 
remains a simple .soul Fame and glory special. Getting the double in 25 Tests 
have not wraped his mind When a is all right, nothing very swift”, 
lady journalist, w o had done a cover 

story on a popiilai Pakistani cricketer. He, however, claims he’s had no 
an effort much lesenied by the Indian disappointments in his career. And 
camp, came to him fot an interview in what about his ambition? Does he 
Bangalore during the first Test be- want to lead India? “I am in no hurry, 
tween the neighbouring countries a Whether 1 become captain or not 
year and a half ago, his answer was a doesn’t bother me. All I want to do is 
flat "no”, and he immediately went to serve my country", 
back to his colleagues to gleefully He believes he is going to be faster 
advertise.- the encounter. still in the coming seasons. Indeed, 

Again, when the news was splashed bowing he points ouf, is his prionty. 
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The modest 


L ike any other great tiickerer, 
Kapil Dev Nikhanj too has his 
detractors 

Not that the> hother him, for they 
are a negligible miiioriry in lompan- 
son with the thousands who claim that 
he IS the best thing in a long tune that 
has happened to Indian cricket 4 few 
veais ago, Kapil coiiid have walked the 
streets of any majoi city in the lountry 
and gone unrecognised, but that is no 
longer the case Even in out-of-the-way 
towns, his face is probably as well 
known as that ol (he Ptime Minisiei, 
Mis Indiia Gandhi 

He had a hectic h.iptisiii of tire m 
the ciuel woild of I'eNt iruket, where 
many a piomising voiing star's ambi 
nons have been tiidt I> shaiiei-'d, iiev 
er tf> he rekindl<*d 'Mi it tiisi I'l ir ot 
I'akistaii under Bedi aeiir a long way 
to establishing 'he Muirig Haiyana 
I id’"-' name as a lioiisi “loKI uoid Then 
I ame the home •■eios ag mist Ka’ 
licharran’s West fndn s, followed liy 
'lie World (.up and 'he seiics against 
rngliind. Back again 'e India fui a twin 
senes, tirsi against •> im Hughes’ Au- 
sii.i'iaiis and then .\sil Iqbal’s Pakista 
nis An aboited toui < 1 the Wt ■ t Indies 
and then \ct anolliei twin tour of 
Ausimlia and New '/.ealand 

Kapil Dev, iii othm wotds, is a 
veteran at an age when most other 
people have just begun to think in 
terms of a Test caieer He spelt out 
what India needed most to build up a 
team that would he i.ipable of taking 
on any side in the world India have 
long mourned the passing ot fast bow¬ 
lers Kapil was an answer to the critics’ 
prayers Besides, all-tounders are hard 
enough to find nowadays and Kapil 
was soon establishing the fact that he 
was one of the most talented all 
tounders in a long lime 

His appearance lent new strength 
to the Indian side, which was already 
going thiough a vital period of transi¬ 
tion The spinners were on their way 
out, the middle order W'as as brittle as 
ever and there was no pace attack 
worth mentioning Kapil changed all 
that, dra.stically While he could do 
nothing to offset the passing of the 
spin quartet, his development as a 
strike bowler meant that the Indian 
captain would not need to rely so 
heavily on the guile ot spinners India 
at last possessed a bowlei who could 
attack from the beginning of an in¬ 
nings, rather than just tiiindle through 
the formality of the opening overs to 
wear off some of the shine of the ball 
for Bedi and Co. 

The middle order suddenly began 
to swell the total of runs scored Kapil 
took most of the credit for that and 
rightly so His maiden fifty in Pakistan 
was an omen of gt eater things to come 
and even thou^ he has not exactly 
lived up to his hard-hitting reputation 
in recent times, there is always a 
perceptible change in tempo when he 

wnllrc Aitf t-n rho nrcMidim 


superstar 

Kapil IS a favoiinie of ciowds all 
over the countii, hut rho Eden Gai 
dens I rowd will alwavs have a soft spot 
foi him, jftei llicy witiie.ssed that 
hurricane innings against the West 
Indies that had fieldeis rctieating to 
the furthest comers of the gigantic 
arena Kapil’s shots scnnhetl the glass 
that iTUiMUiig and ihuugti he tell tat 
I short of the ceiitiiiy dial the iiowd 
was willing him to gel, lu had left his 
mark 

When the .Australians iiridei 
! Hughes loiiied this coiintiv riiiist peo j 
I pie SCO!lied tlU' rbmight ot goiiiK to 
: isauli the lests. instead i«ieuiiiiig lo 
save thtu motu \ .iiid iv lU tor ihe 
I forthroinmg dash when I’.ikistaii 
j touted a couple of moiuli' lait-i Ihe 
I Aussie’S, ai’c.iiciiiig to pidiln opuuoii 
weie easy me.ii. while the leal tlinils 
would leme when lijlial’-, M<lt 

airicod Yet, tluTo was one voting l.id | 
who queued loi houis m Delhi (>>i a | 
ticket and when asl>ed whs he wa, 1 
wasting his time, iriswered enthusi.is 
III alls thill hc‘ w.is onlv doing so oi 
oidei to be able to wauh his heio iii 
actioe One did no( iicH'd to eiKiiiiie 
wl'idi lieto he meant 

Kapil sec ms to have a sriaiige atfin 
Uy toi the Kolia ground !ii tJctobei 
1979, he wrecked tile Aussies, taking 
five wickets for 82 runs, fits best 
figuios at the tune But gieatei things 
were to follow- otue again at the 
Kotla ground Against the I’akistanis a 
short while Liter, hc' locked the oppo¬ 
nents in a fashion which has come to 
bc" associated wuh only Kapil Dev He 
ripped through their batting lineup, 
opening the howling fiom the Delhi 
Gate and swinging the ball viciously 
Ho started by removing the aiis- 
tocratic Majid Khan The lattei, bril¬ 
liant batsman that he is. refused to 
rubble at the deliveiies that whistled 
past his off stump, but in tiuth ho 
played only two balls before Kapil 
knocked his off stump clean out of the 
ground, lo the toars of the crowd 
Zaheer Abbas, struggling lo find the 
form that had tormented and frus- 
tiated the Indians only the previous 
winter, was the next to go, his oft 
stump sent Hying yards behind the 
batsman Pakistan were H tor two 
wickets and Kapil was firing on all 
cylinders in a fashion that no one who 
was privileged to witness, will forget 
in a hurry 

Miidassar Na/ar, century makei in 
the fust Test at Bangalore, was the 
next to come And go Kapil came 
round the wicket and had him caught 
immediately by Chetan Chaiihaii In 
nine overs he had sliced through the 
top of the batting, removing the fir.sr 
three batsmen for only 17 runs The 
next day he removed Wasim Kaja and 
Wasim Ban, ending the innings with 
figures of 5 for 58 

Yet, in a typically modest gesture, 
he said later that he hadn’t done very 
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L.P.G. Stove 


I Latest 
development 

Several biands ol gas stoves 
are now in inaiket, but the 
eonsumei needs t'i choose 


I one w Inch coniui ins to salelv 
I and elbcRiiLV siandaids 

I’l ANI-'l. IS a most lepnled 
Hi)inb.i) proijuct, known loi 
! hii'hcst t|ci:il(!\ ellic p nev and 
saleU, m.winlael tired as per 
latest iniein.nional tleseiop- 


meiits. an,! up d ilini’ lioni 


time' to Him 

Asked wlis Uie I 'uisimK'i has 
lo Wall in c|iiei!e ioi luivinr. 
Pl.A.NI.I. Alls IM AM i he 
licves in miality lalhei than 
quantity. Naturally IM ANI-'I 
carries 1 S I mark and has 
won Ciold Medal 

The latest development in 
PLANFiM' IS that it is now 
available with unbreakable 
burners made Iroin special 
quality imported steel and 
alloy burner heads loi extia 
longhte Ihe maiuifaetiiic'r 
has nt) hesitation m (iuaran- 
teeing its life ftM minimum 
five years. 

PKANIVI Stoves iiovs iii ma." 
ket aie specially designed lor 
highest etlieieiiey and give 
you moie cooking houis per 
cylinder 

C'onsumers interested in 
1M..ANF:'J quality need insist 
only on PI.ANI-'T (a Rcgd, 
I’rade Mark) rather than simi¬ 
lar looking, unauthori.sed 
duplicate ones available 
under diflcrcnt names. 
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Rocking the 
boat—^violently 

Once again, controversy has gripped 
East Bengal. After the club’s toss at the 
hands of Mohun Bagan, the three 
Iranians and coach Santo Mitra came 
out into the open, each side alleging 
that the other has done more harm than 
good to the club. The Iranians accuse 
the coach of groupism and callousness, 
while he in turn claims that they are not 
a part of the team in any sense. 

SARAJIT DEB spoke to both sides to 
get the full picture 




C ONTROVERSY is nolhmg new ui 
East Bengal, or so u would seem 
At around the same time of the 
year, the club was under a cloud in 
1979, an incident involving three Pun¬ 
jab players who were then assisting 
the side Manjit Singh, Gurdev Singh 
and llarjinder Singh had problems 
with Karnataka star Devraj The up¬ 
shot of the trouble was that the latter 
was forced to leave the citv, followed 
by Aroon Ghosh, the coach that year 
He relinquLshed his post because he 
was unable to cope with the internal 
bickering and wrangling that peisisted 
at the time Headlong clashes involv¬ 
ing players and officials distuibcd his 
schedules and made a mockery of his 
plans for his side The interference, 
too, proved to be too much Aroon 
Ghosh, in short, had no other option 
but to quit 

Are we about to witness a similar 
scene this year’ Once again, there are 
thie? out-stalion players involved, in 
this case the Iranians Majid Basket, 
Jamshid Nasirri and Mehmood Khaba- 
jti. Discontent has been simmering for 
a long time, but matteis finally came 
to a head the day after the Mohun 
Bagan East Bengal match Santo Mit- 
'a, the present East Bengal coach, 
eported on the match for one of the 
ocal dailies and his despatch was 
pven the heading “A match cannot be 
von with mercenaries” 

Who were the mercenaries he was 
eferring to^ The East Bengal coach 
vas prudent enough to avoid names, 
>ul it was clear that he was lashing out 
t the three Iranians The article cre¬ 


ated quite an uproai because of an 
incident mentioned After Mohun 
Bagan had scored, wiote Mitra, one of 
the Iranians—Majid - was noticed 
lying on the ground. The coach, fear¬ 
ing that his star player had been 
injured, rushed onto the field to 
attend to him To his surprise, he 
found that theie was nothing wrong 
with the footballer and was further 
humiliated when Majid ordered him 
off the ground In his leport, the East 
Bengal coach stared that the Iranians 
do not feel fur the side 

This, quite naturally, upset the 
three foreigners, who were further 
humiliated by East Bengal supporters 
when the club played their next 
League fixture When I met them later 


He (Santo Mitta) 
always stressed on : 
Indimual play and 
did nothing to 
develop 

combination, team 
spirit or stamina. ^ 
There was no 
co-ordination in the 
side but he did not 
make any attempt to-‘ 
develop it. 


to get theu version of the story, Kha- 
bazi assumed the rule of spokesman 
and explained exactly why things had 
started going wrong, but the other two 
also helped out with the details. 

All three of them, they explained, 
had played soccer in Iran for the fun of 
the game They came to India for 
higher stqdies and thought they would 
devote their time to their bonks Kha- 
bazi was the first to start playing in 
Calcutta and it was he who told his 
friends about his experience on the 
Calcutta Maidan. The three of them 
signed for East Bengal in 1980 after 
club officials had approached them 
with an offer. Majid and Jamshid 
made their first appearance on the 
Calcutta Maidan in the Federation 
Cup and, as they admit, it was a great 
feeling to be able to live up to the 
expectations of their supporters Ma¬ 
jid and Jamshid found the behaviour 
of the massive crowds novel. “In Iran, 
whenever there is an important match, 
the stands are full, but here the 
crowds throng the ground for all the 
games We found it difficult to adjust 
so quickly to the old 4-2-4 system that 
IS followed here We knew that, given 
the time, we would be able to do so 
because we have played in the 4-3-3, 
4-4-2 and 4-2-4 systems some time or 
the other in our career. 

“There was an element of mis¬ 
understanding between P. K. Baner- 
jee, (our coach last year) and us but 
that was soon cleared. He helped us a 
lot and developed a tremendous fight¬ 
ing spirit among the players. We used 
to practise a Tot, whira helped us 




develop stamina and with the help of 
the experienced flayers in the team, 
we were a tough side. East Bengal was 
the only outfit that maintained a clean 
record against Indian sides last year. 
Though we were considered the third 
strongest side last year, we drew with 
Mohun Bagan in the Federation Cup 
final and defeated them in the Rovers 
Cup semi-final In the final, we drew 
against Mohammedan Sporting. We 
played well last year, confounding the I 
critics who had predicted that we were 
doomed even before we had started. 

“This year, immediately after the 
transfers, our team went to Bangalore 
to partidpate in the Stafford Cup We 
emerged the joint winners with 
Mohammedan Sporting, after which 
we came back to Calcutta. Must of our 
outstation players had gone back 
home, which meant that we had hardly 
any piactice before the team left for 
the Federation Cup. It was quite appa¬ 
rent to those who witnes.sed our match¬ 
es, that the team was badly off form 
and that there was hardly any co¬ 
ordination We have no complaints 
about the coach who went wilh us, 
Prahir Mazumdar. We did not face any 
problems with him but one thing we 
were sute about—he was not capable 
of coaching a team of East Bengal’s 
stature 

“Before the League started, we saw 
a new coach, Santo Mitra, taking 
charge of the team We won our first 
tew League matches quite convincing¬ 
ly and he was happy with the margin 
of victory each time He always stres¬ 
sed on individual play and did nothing 
to develop combination, team spirit or 
stamina 1'here was no co-ordination in 
the side but he did not make any 


to ivttettuM 

tthat 
' 4iy»tNit that does 
.not mean wears 
niiicamiriest not by 
:r ilong streak. 

attempt to develop tt Even the laymen 
can tell you that coordination is the 
most important ingiedieiit of success 
“He soon started creating jiroliloms 
among the players. As it is, we have 
players from various States in our 
team. He tried to exploit that and 
started forming groups In fact, we 
think he wanted us to join his group, 
else how does one explain the fact that 
he used to call us to his office^ 
CCTT'HE relationship between a play- 
X er and a coach should exist only 
on the ground or at most iii the club 
tent Why should we go to his office’ If 
he had anything to say to us, he should 
have been able to say it in front of the 
rest of our colleagues What was so 
private that it could not be said m 
front of everyone else’ 

“This kind of thing had an adveisc 
effect on the playeis .No one was sure 
at any given time whether he would ui 
would nut be playing in the torthi oin- 
ing fixtures In fact, neither was our 
coach Even before big matches, he 
never used to discuss the relative 
strengths and weaknesses of out nv 
als, simply because he haa no confi 
deuce in himself whatsoever How can 


a team suddenly switch over to a 
completelv new system of play? 
Strange though it may seem, we had 
only played the 4-3 3 system on the 
blackboard. 

“After we conceded that goal 
agaiti.st Mohun Bagan, he changed our 
formation from 4-3 .3 to 4 2-4 He just 
was not sine ol what he was doing. He 
dithered about whether to lepl.ice 
Fareed or Joseph Machado and to 
bung 111 Khubazi instead We had noi 
been told till two days prior to the 
game what toimaiion we would b« 
following Because of this, we were not 
even mentally attuned to the needs of 
the game We weie just not keyed up 
We were worried even before the 
match had begun, simply because no 
one knew what was happening How 
ihen (oiild one expect us to give of our 
best in such a iiucial match, given the 
conditions prevailing’ 

“To our minds, the coach has pub¬ 
lished those statements to safeguard 
his own interests hetausc his team 
lost Had we won. he would not have 
said anything He is only .saying these 
ihmgs to save his own skin 

“We can defend each of his allegjt- 
tions made against us lie claims that 
we come late to (iiarinc sessions but 
what does it matlei il soiiieone is sav 
ten or fifteen miiiuus late-* The coach 
still has suffii lent time to see to the 
needs of all his playeis, so that is no 
excuse at all He is just making ex 
cu.ses to cover up his own inalnlitv to 
in.spire the ream. We don't understand 
why wc .skould be singled out tnr (he 
failuie of the side Kveiyone must take 
the rap the playei.s, the coach and the 
officials must share the hlame 

“He has callt'd us meiietiaiies He 


Ihe lhrei‘ Irunhiri'- Jdrt’ihid Khdbdii anif Md/id mih their captum Monordni.m i-diconcl friwn letl) 












says we do not feel for the side. To 
this, let us pose a question by way of 
an answer. If we are mercenaries, as 
the coach has claimed, then why did 
Jamshid once play with stitches? He 
did nut have to. His head was ban¬ 
daged but he played in the interest of 
the team. True, that was some time 
ago, but that sums up our attitude 
towards East Bengal. Last year, Kha- 
bazi was also injured during the DCM 
tournament but he continued playing. 

“It is not that we do not feel for the 
side, not in the least. It is just that 
anyone can have an off day All right, 
so we did not play up to expectations 
that day, but that does not mean we 
are mercenaries, not by a long streak. 

“We do not wish to become in¬ 
volved in any controversies. We will 
continue to play for the club and try 
our best to help the side win top 
honours It is for the club to decide 
what they must do with the coach He 
did not come to the ground after we 
lost that match to Mohun Bagan, 
although we cannot find a reasonable 
excuse for such action. If he was 
lonfideni of himself, he should have 
stayed on and tried to improve not 
only himself but the team as well ” 


Even before big 
matches, he never 
used to discuss the 
relative strengths 
and weaknesses of 
our rivals, simply 
because he had no 
confidence in 
himself whatsoever. 


Ma|id, when asked whether he had 
m fact told Santo Mitra to “get out” 
during the hast Bengal-Mohun Bagan 
encounter, replied in the affirmative 
“Yes. I did say that But that was 
because I was upset at the rime I was 
disturbed because he was ihe man who 
had failed to do his dutv towards the 
club ” 

S ANTO MITRA was equally candid 
in his revelations “My story be¬ 
gins,” he said, “with the offer to coach 
my old club, East Bengal After they 
had lost to Mohun Bagan in the Fed¬ 
eration Cup, some of the club officials 
approached me with an offer to coach 
the team Initially, I told them that 1 
did not have sufficient time to devote 
myself fully to such a task, because of 
my job, which is quite a responsible 
one (he is a senior officer in the State 
Bank of India) Yet they repeated the 
offer to me and requested that I recon¬ 
sider my earlier oecision.” 

“Since I was in something of a 
; quandary, I consulted some of my 
colleagues and they told me that I 
' should take up the post as a challenge. 
I They told me that since the club was in 
I the doldrums—as a result of their 
I Federation Can defeat—it would be 


creditable if I could bring them back 
to peak form My friends impressed on 
me that anyone can take over a suc¬ 
cessful pioject and emerge from it 
covered in glory, while true satisfac¬ 
tion comes from having turned a disas¬ 
ter into a success 'I’here was made a 
lot of sense to me so I approached the 
people in my office and they said they 
could spare me this year, but definite¬ 
ly not in 1982 That was how I took up 
the assignment, but it was basically my 
love for the club that prompted me to 
accept 

“The Iranians .say that I failed to 
inspire the team To this let me reply 
that the building up of team spirit is 
not just one-day traffic There must be 
a positive effort in.ide on both sides if 
team spirit is to be strengthened 1 
have a clear conscience in ihis regard. 
It was nor my job to take injured 
players to visit doctors or to take them 
off to hospital Yet 1 used to do these 


things because, to my mind, it helped 
foster a closer spirit 1 even used td 
visit the Iranians’ quarters (a flat in a 
posh area of the city) in an effort to 
understand their problems. 

“I felt that since they are basically 
outsiders, they might appreciate it if I 
made the effort to see if I could help 
them I made a conscious effort to mix 
with them, entertained them at my 
expense and generally tried to make 
them feel at home. I did not want them 
to feel in any way that they were being 
treated on a different level from the 
Indian players in the team. 

“I believe that it is the duty of a 
coach to nurture a spirit of kinship 
among his players, no matter how 
diverse their backgrounds or upbring¬ 
ing may be I used to visit the camp— 
where our outstation players stay— 
almost every other day Then again, 
after practice sessions, I used to wait 
to give some of the players a lift in my 
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Khabazi was that there is hardly any 
difference between him and Sumenath 
Bancrjee 1 knew that the Mohamme¬ 
dan Sporting stoppers aie not headcis, 
while Khabazi is capable of sending in 
good lobs Basically, however, I 
wanted the best efforts of the other 
two Iranians 

“Khabazi played eventually, but we 
lost that riiaicb I shouldered the whole 
lesponsibilitv and even said that Ma¬ 
jid was not fully lit I did all this 
beiause I wanted my plaveis to feel 
foi the side We still bad one impoi- 
tant match ahead of us, the game 
against Mohun Bagaii, and 1 knew if 
we won that matih, we would regain a 
lot of piestige 

“We had lost our last three impor¬ 
tant matches (two in the Fedeiation 
Cup, one each to Mohammedan Sport¬ 
ing and Mohun Bagan and one in the 
League against Mohammedan Sport-- 
ing) and it w'as a matter of existence 
foi the club I thought the players 
would be more serious in their 
appioich, but Majid misbehaved, 
saying he was not fit and would only 

Afi/'.l rt ih ‘'as Jiin^ln.l •.hoot J hjll 



play, if he was sorely needed What 
one fails to understand is why he did 
nut play ftum the start in those match¬ 
es What was his problem^ It certainly 
wasn’t physical fitness 

“The other players may not have 
been as responsible as they should 
have been, but definitely they were 
not harmful It’s just that then in¬ 
volvement was not evident to the ex¬ 
tent It was in the case of the local 
players We lost the Mohun Bagan 
match because there was no co¬ 
operation from the three Iranians 
“The charge that I concentrated on 
‘blackboard play’ is absurd I did so on 
only three occasions as I believe that 
the tuit IS the best blackboard possi 
ble Before the Mohun Bagan match, it 
was decided that we would adopt the 
4-3-.S formation They (the Iranians) 
agreed to the proposal, but stressed on 
including experienced players. At the 
beginning I did not understand that 
they had a definite ulteiior motive 1 
thought that they were being helpful 
But afterwards I realised that they 
wanted Khabazi to replace Fareed in 
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the half line and for that rea,son were 
stressing the need for experienced 
players. 

“Khabazi stated somewhere after 
the match that he was in the team but 
was later dropped How did he know 
about the formation of the team’ The 
team is decided on just before the 
match When the team was announced 
and Khabazi found that he was nut in 
the first eleven, but was included as an 
extra, he said he would not even get 
dressed. 

“In the presence of the football 
secretary he said the repercussion of 
this (his exclusion from the team) 
would be seen after the match. He told 
the football secretary that he would 
only change if ordered to by the foot¬ 
ball secretary himself Just before en¬ 
tering the field, all the players took an 
oath to try then best, but Majid was 
totally indifferent When the other 
players asked him what was wrung all 
he told them was ‘If you help me. I’ll 
help you, otherwise 1 can do nothing.’ 
What did he mean by that remark’ 
Was It II sensible thing to say before an 
important match’ 

“On the ground also they started 
misbehaving Fium the stall (about 20 
minutes after the match began) they 
(Majid and lamshid) stalled shouting 
and saying that Fareed should be 
replaced by Khabazi The football 
secretaiy and the general secretary 
began applying pressure on me It is 
not that they meant any harm They 
simply hoped that if Khabazi was 
brought in, Majid would play well and 
store a goal They badly wanted the 
team to win, but what they do not 
seem to realise is that nowadays no 
player can score a goal of his own free 
w'lli, because the opposing playeis will 
not give him any leeway 

“After the match they s.iid some¬ 
where that they (the liaiiians) felt a 
change was needed in the team Why 
should that be the case’ The captain, 
Munuranjan Bhattacharya never told 
me anything Then they said that I 
only brought in Khabazi afti i we let in 
that goal That is true, but what they 
seem to have forgotten, veiy conve¬ 
niently. IS that 1 had told Khabazi to 
warm up before the goal It was my 
bad luck that the goal was scored 
during the peiiod he was warming up 

“My expenenies of the last two 
months say that these Iranians ate 
being baikfd up by a section of the 
officials or else they wouldn't have 
had the courage to misbehave Some¬ 
times they have been vei v good dining 
practice, but then suddenly the next 
day, thete is a change in their atti¬ 
tudes Theie is a lot of wrangling 
between the officials and the football 
section was victimised because most of 
the membets and suppot lets aie main¬ 
ly interested in football I know the ' 
officials have nothing against me per¬ 
sonally, but in the ultimate analy.sis 
the team has suffered because of in¬ 
fighting among the officials 

“Yes, 1 was a bit upset emotionally 
after our defeat at the hands of Mohun 
Ragan I had mentioned the word 
meicetiary, but not in the context it is 










now being quoted in ceitain quarteis 
What 1 meant was that these players 
reap all the benefits possible from the 
club, but what are they giving the club 
in return’ The othei plavers also gut 
money, but they have seme affinity foi 
the club Not these Itaiuins 

CC A I'TER the Moliainniedaii Sport 
xxiiig match, I had assumed full 
responsibility foi the loss but then I 
decided that the but k must stop at 
some time ot the othot Why should I 
take the responsibility again foi the 
defeat against Mohun Bagan’ I knew 
the problems vs'ould peisist lo rnt. 
East Bengal, as .1 team, is an insiitii 
tion, IS fai more important tli.in the 
three Iranians It is toi the club otfi 
cials 10 decide who tsns light .mil who 
was wrong My consfience is , u-ai 
Whatever 1 did was loi the wt llaie of 
the team. 

“Mom of these acts r,i ludistipluie I 
used ru take place in tioni of the 
football setrelaiy .iiul soiiietiines esoii 
the getieial socretaty So, tin v niiisi be 
well awaie of the tact* They know 
that the Iianians uuiei miKod with the 
other playeis and wei t aiways the lirst 
to leave the ground Thi s ,»lso know 
that they never even used to bath aiii'i 
the matches and piaclire scssion.s, but 
used to put on tlieit clothes and go 
away 

"Fiom l‘f7S the achiesenu ui. of 
the club amount to piactically noiliing 1 
Never m the hisimv of the club ha\e 
there been fom lunsev iitive 111.1101 
defeat.s Now is ihe t'lnt lo take soint 
serious action In l'J7h 77, iht club was 
bold enough to take disi iplin irv ac 
non against tour stai pl.ivers (Oaui.im 
Sarkar. Sudhir Karmakar, iVshokolal 

To me, East Bengal, ] 
as a team, as an j 
institution, is far 
more important than 
the three Iranians. It 
is for the club 
officials to decide 
who was right and 
whd'was wrong. 


Banet lee and Tarun Bose) but what I 
do not undei stand is why they are 
hesitating to rake any steps now 
“In 1‘'I79 Aroonda (Aroon Ghosh) 
left because of indiscipline, but the 
hangover still prevails If someone 
tell 'ne that there was no problem last 
year I’d be the last person to believe 
hull I was .1 witness to what hapjiened 
diifing the DC^M between last year’s 
coach 1* )■ B.merjee and the Iranians. 
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P K Banerjee may not have said any- 
ihing, hut I am the last person to 
toiciate indiscipline Coaching is not 
ni> bread and butter while this may be 
in the i ase of others It was love for the 
sidt that prompted me to take up the 
1 hallenge 

“When we played foi the club, we 
tame undei J C Cuba He was a strict 
in.iii a.s far as discipline was con¬ 
cerned You cai say we are his disci¬ 
ples We Will never stand foi anything 
wtong. All this time I kept quiet be- 
(.luse 1 felt lot the club, but now I 
, think the imu- has come for me to 
1 speak out I'veiv lime something goes 
I wiorig. It IS the <('aches who are made 
I the scapegoa'. This should not be the 
case It m.i', o happen fhat by me 
comin^ out in the open, the other 
ci-aches will benefit 


My experiences off 
the last two months 
say that these 
Iranians are being 
backed up by a 
section of the 
officials or else they 
wouldn’t have had 
the courage to 
misbehave. 


“Some people may say that I am 
taking this stand because we lost to 
Mohun Bagan. Yet, I swear that I had 
decided before the match itself that 
I'd speak out, inespective of the out¬ 
come There must be a stop to all this 
indiscipline It 1 $ immaterial whether I 
continue coaching or not but this sort 
of indiscipline must be prevented at 
all costs 

“I puiposely did not go to the 
ground after the Mohun Bagan match 
because 1 wanted to point out the 
indiscipline that pi evaded on the part 
of the Iranians I have written to the 
general secretaiy asking him to give 
me some time so that I can inform him 
about the problems If he tries to 
dilly-dally inv request to meet him. I’ll 
formally inform the club that I’m relin¬ 
quishing mv post as coach It ts toi the 
club officials 10 dt'cide as to what 
sitind they will lake " 

I met the vuiiiig football secretary, 
Pia.santa Ghosh and asked him what 
he had to say about the whole aitaii 
“At present all that I c.iri say is we aic 
waiting anxiously for the whole thing 
to be settled I know I am being very 
optimistic because once a glass breaks. 
It is next to impossible to fix it pioper- 
Iv. But we are trying mu best At the 
present we are not think ing 111 terms of 
other coaches The League has more or 
less finished Let us see whai happens 
in the meantime If Santoda does not 
want to come back, we’ll have to 
decide all over again on what is to be 
done 

“Yes, It IS very simi'ar to the 1979 
incident but that year the team did not 
play many tournaments after the in¬ 
fighting. I do not want that to happen 
all over again And if we want to play 
in tournaments 1 think the services of 
the Iranians is absolutely essential.’’ 

Though he did not say it in so many 
words, it was quite apparent that if the 
club was forced to make a choice 
between Santo Mitra and the three 
Iranians, the foreigners certainly 
would not be told to leave. 

As we go to press, we learn that the 
East Bengal general secretary has 
met Santo Mitra and has requested 
him not to take a hurried decision. 
He has sought time. Another in¬ 
teresting development is that the 
three Iranians have left their flat 
and, for all practical purposes, are 
miK^. __ 
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CALCUTTA LEAGUE 

Only Mohun Bagan 
impress 

Mohun Bagan was the only side among the big three 
to win two matches during the week in question. 
Mohammedan Sporting drew their only match, while 
East Bengal lost one. A CORRESPONDENT reports 

MOHUN BAGAN: In the first match of ty box. so the referee awarded a direct 
the week, against Tollygunge Agraga- ftee kirk This incident seemed to 
mi, Mohun Bagan won convmcinglv bv inspire the Mohun Bagan side who 
a clear 3-0 margin Deepak Baiu.'iee ' went all out toi the goals 
played in place of Md Habib iii the ! It w.is Suiajit’s ihiough pass that 
half line alongside Cautam Saikai, | Shvam latched on to bear the goal- 
Shyam Thapa in place of Xaviet Pius, keeper, Sumit Mukheiiee, with a neat 
Sanjib Choudhury in place ot Compton placement Aftei the iiiteival. Mohun 
Dutta and captain Pradip Choudhury Bagan added two more to their tally 
replaced Samar Bhattachaiya Uespitc j The second goal for the .side came 
the number of changes, the team did fiom Ulaganathan He ran down the 
not function too badly Indeed, theie j lelr flank, cut in and from the top of 
were a few good moves during the | the box sent a i-ight-looter which beat 
encounter i the custodian all ends up as it swerved 

In the fust hall, a lot of chances ! into the net Deepak Baileelee scored 
were wasted betoie Shvam Thapa gave 1 the thud goal from a goalmouth 
them the lead But what leally in- sci amble 

spired the team was a ioul committed I'laga seemed to legain some of his 
by Tollygunge Agragaini left back foini that he had displayed in the 
Swapan Bose Surajit Sengupta got beginning of the season Mihir Bo.se 
hold of a ball and dodged past Swapan, tried haid hut Surajic, again, tended to 
who seeing that Surajii had only the take things easy That Shvam is still a 
goalkeeper in front of him, caught toice to leckon with, especially in the 
hold of Surajit’s jersev and held on foi heavy, rain-affecied pitch was amply 
dear life It was way outside the penal- proved In the half line, Gautam again 
Ulaaanathjn lakes a shot p.Js/ Aryan delunder Prangopal Das 

fr 
o 

A 
rr 

K. 



disappointed his fans Perhaps he has 
not yet recovered fiillv from the harm- 
string muscle inpiry he sustained at 
the beginning of the League The ih- 
fence was g. neiallv solid and it was 
good to see Pradip Choudhuiv plaviiig 
a cool game after a long lav-ott 
Mohun Bagan coach Sankar Bancr- 
jee said “Though there vseie seveial 
changes in the side, there was mobility 
in the team Gautam was injuied again 
during the match, but let us hope it is 
nor very serious ” Saiik.ii Baneijee 
also happens to be the coach ot Tolly- 
gunge Agragami, but lor the day Pra¬ 
dip Duita, a senior player was in 
charge of the team Piadip said “We 
played the 4-3-3 system but our players 
failed to tope with the pressure, espe¬ 
cially since I he gi oiind was so heavy If 
oui goalkeeper had been more aleit, 
we could have avoided the last goal, 
but It would hardly have made .inv 
I difference to the result of the match ” 

T Hfc, second outing of the week was 
billed as an important match, be 
cause Aryan, over the years, have been 
known to put up a fight against the big 
teams Though they have slipped down 
the League table this veai, tbev are, 
generally considered the foiiith team 
in Calcutta, aftei the big thiee There 
were further changes in the Mohun 
Ragan side Sujas Beiii in place of 
Deepak Banciiee in the h.ill line, 
Kesto Mitra foi Mihii Rose in the 
forward line and Biswapi Hose for 
I Shvamal Baneijee in the detc-nce 
From the stait it looked as it M.ihini 
' Bagan wanted to stay on the light 
' tiack and sdoie a goal or two As has 
I become a custom with the big teams, 

; Mohun Bagan also missed a couple oi 
sitters before they scored then first 
goal, again thtoug'h .Shyani Thapa He 
got a free ball inside the Aiyan teiii 
tory and advanced towaids the goal 
Seeing the Aryan custodian, 1 axmau 
' Belel coming out, he intelligently shot 
over the goalkeeper’s head The ball 
dipped in like a rainbow and alter 
kissing the ciosspiece, entered the net 
The second goal should have been 
credited to young Biswajit Bose He 
took a perfect comer which would 
have entered the goal, had not a 
defender sent it back from 'Iv brie 
The ball came to Kesto Miti.i who shot 
in through a forest of legs 
I After the change of ends, I>eepak 
I Banerjee replaced an in lined Kesto 
Mitra and Mohun Bagan played in the 
4-3-3 formation It did not help at all 
and though they tried to inciease then 
I margin, they made hardly any con 
I structive moves Gautam once again 
I failed Surajit hardly did anything of 
i note except for essaying a couple of 
centres The two stoppers, Subiata 
Bhattacharya and Pradip Clioudhuiy 
played well although thev nude one 
mistake that gave the Aiyan side j 
chance But Mohun Bagan uisiodiati, 
Pratap Ghosh, rushed out and savi-d 
the situation 

The playei who caught the eye of 
everyone piesent was Biswajit Bose, 
the left back The junioi Indi.i captain 
displayed real football sense. Lxcept 

on one on a cion be ni-vei m.snassi»d .1 





ainue ih>u. nis uicKung waai wimiuem 
ana he was generally a picture of 
confidence. Another person who play¬ 
ed with a vengeance was Sujas Bera. 
He worked hard and was all over the 
field. He tried initiating a few moves 
but was generally very successful in 
thwarting the opponent attack. v 
Coach Sankar Banerjee said; 
“There were a lot of problems in my 
side. A few of the players are injureo, 
while some are sicic. When Kesto was 
injured, I had no other alternative but 
to adopt the 4-3-3 formation. Our basic 
idea in the second half was to maintain 
the lead we had gained in the first 
half." Aryan coach Ram Das quite 
frankly said: “My players failed to 
perform well. What can one do with a 
team like this? Most of last year’s 
players have left the side, so it was a 
piroblem buUding a completely new 
side. The goals were scored off mis¬ 
takes by my defenders, but my for- > 
wards failed to neutralise them ” 

MOHAMMEDAN SPORTING: The 
home team experienced a severe set¬ 
back in their quest for the League 
honours after a lapse of 13 years, when 
they were held to a goalless draw by 
Salkia Friends in their only match of 
the week.They thus lost their second 
point in the current League, having 
drawn their earlier match against 
Mohun Bagan. The gap between these 
two teams has narrowed, with Moham¬ 
medan Sporting just one point ahead 
of Mohun Bagan 
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T he sitauion at die 
East Bengal ground Is 
getting from Dad to worse 
luter their defeat at the 
hands of Mohammedan 
Spordnfe a sizeable pm- 
tion of tine supporters did 
riot turn up to witness the 
League matches that were 
plaj^ before the Mohun 
Bagan match. Those who 
came, did so in the hope 
that their favourite teun 
would win the prestigious 
tie against Mohun Bagan. 
But when they lost that tie 
as well, the crowds thin¬ 
ned down fiuther. 

There were ugly scenes 
when the team entered the 
field under police protec¬ 
tion after the Mohun 
Bagan match. At one 
stage, the lawmen had to 
resort to a lathi-charge to 
disperse members who 
were creating trouble. 
Added to their woes, coach 
Santo Mitra refused to 
come to the ground for 
various reasons. Thus, the 
person in charge of the 
team was the football 
secretary, Prasanta Ghosh. 
It was he who made the 
necessary substitutions 
and, in fact, he was about 
the only official seen on 
the ground. 

In 1979 a similar situa¬ 
tion arose when Aroon 
Ghosh (the coach that 
year) had relinquished 
charge of the team. 

Ano Aer ex-plawr, Peter 
Thangaraj, had taken over 
(for Rs 3,000, as reported 
then) and bad even taken 


Maidan musings 



Police escorting East Bengal club officials out of the grouna alter me 
mato/i against Port Trust 


the team to play in the 
Gold Cup tournament at 
Darjeeling, after which he 
also Itf t. This year, even 
since Santo Mitra stopped 
coming to the ground, a 
few ex-players have been 
hovering in and around 
the tent, in the obvious 
hope that they will be con- 
sioered as replacements. 
One rumour that gained a 
lot of ground was that Bob 
Bootland, a Britisher and 
former coach of Dempo 
Sports Club, Goa would be 
appointed. He was seen at 
the East Bengal ground 
and even in the building 
where the three Iranians 
used to stay. But the 
cleverest of them all was 
another ex-player, Dhan- 



A mother with a small child is seen aiahming a match at the Mohun 
Began ground 


raj, who gradually started 
taxing control of the team. 
He was seen enteriiu with 
the team, talking wini the 
players and so on. 

But what he did not 
realise was that East Ben¬ 
gal was in for another 
shock. They lost against 
Port Trust and there was 
utter chaos at the ground 
after the encounter. This 
defeat was too much for 
the home team’s sui^r- 
ters, the last straw on the 
camel’s back. They attack¬ 
ed the only officiau present 
at the ground, football 
secretary Prasanta 
Ghosh—^with anything 
they found handy. Even 
gallery benches were 
hurled at him. In spite of 
being escorted by the 
police, the football secret¬ 
ary was hurt. Even the 
players had to go back to 
the tent under police pro¬ 
tection. 

In contrast, the whole 
atmosphere at the Mohun 
Bagan ground has changed 
completely after their win 
against East Ben^fal. In the 
members’ stand, it was 
quite a common sight to 
see women watching the 
match. But, only after one 
saw a woman with a small 
child watching the game 
from the public gallery, 
did one realise how safe 
the mother must have felt. 
It is indeed a good sign, if 
this sort of atmosphere 
can be maintained on the 
Calcutta Maidan. 

TATHENwrUltheAUIn- 
V V dia Football Federa¬ 
tion take a firm stand? 
Judging by the way things 
are going, they seem to 


iverydifl 
ahead of them. Initially, 
the second Asiad camp 
was supposed to be held 
from July 20. The reason 
which seems to be most 
obvious is that the secret¬ 
ary, Ashoke Ghosh, 
wanted all the important 
matches of the Calcutta 
League to finish before 
the camp started. One 
must not forget that the 
last big match was billed 
for Ju]& 18. But due to 
unavoidable circumst¬ 
ances, the match had to be 
deferred to July 22. The 
date of commencement of 
the camp was also post¬ 
poned. but on the ground 
that there was orouble in 
Secunderabad, where the 
camp is being held. But 
was that the real reason? 
The camp is being held in 
a military area. Ftom 
when has a military area 
become unsafe? It was 
quite obvious that the 
AIFF did not want to risk a 
confrontation with the big 
clubs. 

T70R the camp, four 
Jl players from Mohun 
Bagan (Xavier Puis, Amp 
Das, Biswajit Bhat- 
tacharya and Sudip Chat¬ 
ter jee) and two from 
Mohammedan Sporting 
(Shabbir Ali and Kartick 
Sett) were on the list. Just 
after the camp began, 
seven more players were 
called to strengthen the - 
team that is to participate 
in Merdeka. They are 
Mihir Bose, Shyamal 
Banerjee and Compton 
Dutta from Mohun Bagan, 
Prasun Banerjee, Bid^ 
Bose and Bhaskar Ganguly 
from Mohammedan Sport¬ 
ing and Monoranjan Bhat- 
tacharya from East Ben¬ 
gal. They were told to join 
the camp by July 31. 
Xavier thus and Shabbir 
Ali had sought permission 
to join the camp with the 
other seven pliers. But 
did that mean ^abbir was 
given permission to play a 
match? Technically, ne 
should not have played. 
After all, he was playing in 
a League match after the 
camp was supposed to 
have started. If he is fit 
enough to play in the Cal¬ 
cutta League matches, 
surely he could have 
joined the camp. When 
trill the AIFF take steps 
against such offences? 

Had he been given permis¬ 
sion? If so, by whom? 
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Off a beautiful turner kick taken by Biswa/if (not in picture) the ball went to Kesto Mitra (also not in 
piLturaj who scored the second goal tor his side 


I khana began with a new vigour and 
A ultimately drew level. A powerful shot 
s by substitute winger Hiranmoy Mishra 
; hit the crosspiece and Gautam Deb 
Roy, lying handy, made no mistake 
with a neat placement. Stung by the 
reverse, East Bengal got down to se¬ 
rious business and shot into the lead, 
again through Jamshid. This time it 
was Joseph Machado who gave him the 

E ass. But even this lead would have 
een neutralised had not East Bengal 
custodian Dilip Paul collected a ball 
from the goalline after Gautam Deb 
Roy had got the better of Monoranjan 
The home team lost yet another 
match in the League, this time against 
Port Trust This was their third defeat, 
fallowing earlier ones against Moham¬ 
medan Spurting and Mohun Bagan In 
addition, they had drawn against Rail¬ 
way F C That means they have lost 
seven points and have fallen way be¬ 
hind in the running for the League 
honours. 

After the initial raids by East Ben- 


A fail result of the match would 
have been a victory for Salkia Friends, 
a team that is a good blend of youth 
and experience On the other hand, 
Mohammedan Sporting, who fielded a 
side without Bidcsh Bose and Md 
Akbar looked a very disjointed lot 
Theie was hardly any cohesion 
amongst the players, and the team 
never really settled down Bidesh was 
latei introduced to reinforce the 
attack but even his inclusion made no 
diifercnce 

The Salkia Friends forwards were 
not awed by the occasion and repe¬ 
atedly attacked the citadel of the 
home ream Once Sibabrata Nath shot 
wide with Bhasker Ganguly at his 
meicy and later. Bibash Panja’s shot 
hit the post after beating Bhasker On 
numerous occasions Bhaskar saved his 
team from certain danger Mohamme¬ 
dan Sporting also tried for goals but in 
their path stood Salkia custodian 
Gautam Ghosh and stopper Rabin Das, 

A Calcutta Gymkhana defender blocking a Majid 


who saved a sure goal late in the ^ 
match after Gautam was beaten by a " 
Manash Bhattacharya lob 

EAST BENGAL: The forwards failed 
to combine, the defence—except for 
captain Monoranjan Bhattacharya— 
cracked up under pressure and East 
Bengal generally put up a very poor 
show in the match against Calcutta 
Gymkhana, which they won by the odd 
goal in three. With all their shortcom¬ 
ings, the home team could have won 
more comfortably had their forwards 
converted the chances that came their 
way 

They scored the fi’ st goal, through 
Jamshid Nasirri, miuway through the 
first half Gathering an Amalraj pass, 
Sankar Adhikary ran down the flank 
and centied the ball fur Jamshid to 
place the ball into the net They could 
have added one more goal had Majid 
Basker’s shot not hit the crosspiece 

After the breather, Calcutta Gym- 

left-fooier 







The Port Trust flayers exult after scoring the 
match-winner against East Bengal 

gal, the Port Trust players gradually 
settled down and established control 
of the proceedings Sekhar Chakravar- 
ly scored the all-important goal with a 
beautiful shot from about 35 yaids 
which dipped in, giving custodian 
Dilip Paul no chance at all Sekhar, 
who was the livewire of the Railway 
side in the last Nationals and who had 
the distinction of scoring a hat-trick in 
the Santosh Trophy, brought back 
memories of his display at Rourkela 
and Cuttack as he never allowed the 
East Bengal defenders to settle down 
East Bengal missed a few chances, 
the main culprits being Jamshid and 
Machado Majid, the main schemer of 
the side, came in after the interval but 
his entry made no difference as the 
frontlines continued muffing chances 
In the dying minutes, one of Majid’s 
pile-drivers was beautifully fisted 
away by custodian Tanumoy Bose. 
Veteran Port Trust coach, Achyut 
Banerjee said; “My players played 
better, constructive football and won.” 








ASIAN CHESS 

Good news 
for India 


T iruchy natesan parames- 

WARAN had the finest result of his 
career in the sixth and final leg of the 
Asian Masters' Chess Circuit spon- 
soied by the Sakthi Sugars In fact, it 
was the best result ever in out country 
by any Indian 

When I asked him to share his ideas 
on the ways in which he developed the 
game. Parameswaran replied, “I love 
chess, because I manage to express my 
thoughts and emotions with the utmost 
precision and this confidence pushes 
me ahead Two ol my brothers, Rames- 
waran and Sundareswaian are already 
good at chess Above all, I still remem- 
I bei the inspiraiion given to me by the 
Argentine Cundmaster Miguel Na- 
jdoit when I held him to a draw at the 
! age ol Ki in one of the exhibitions in 
j Madias neailv a decade ago He said I 
I would become a champion too ” 

This year’s Asi<in Masters’ 
attracted live foreign plavcis, includ¬ 
ing two title holciers—Grandmaster 
Rosendo C Ralinas and international 
Master Ruben Rodtiguez, both of the 
Philippines The other three were 
Edhi Handoko of Indonesia, Chia See 

rh'P'. I'lc/i.i inf'n '() I'. I t'ill-M.iilfr 
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Cheng of Singapore and Chiisti Hon of 
Malaysia They joined eight otliei Indi¬ 
an playeis to play a lound lobin of 13 
rounds The Indian side consisted of 
national champion and intei national 
Master Manuel Aaron (Indian Bank, 
Madras), T N Parameswaran (Air In¬ 
dia, Madras), R Ra\ i Sekhai (Lakshmi 
Group, Coimbatoie), Ratiq Khan 
(BHEL, Bhopal), P M Thipsav (Bom¬ 
bay), S Nasii All and V Koshv (both 
CRPF, New Delhi) and young 1) V 
Prasad of Bangalore 

Initially, the oiganiseis had a diffi¬ 
cult time getting a thud title holdei to 
fulfil the requirements of FIDE regula 
tions in stamping it as a title tourna¬ 
ment Fur an IMS tournament theie 
should be -a minimum of three IMS 
participants Bui with only Aaron and 
Rodriguc'z in, the third one was iimei 
tain even aftei the start Mi Florencio 
Campomanes, the FIDE deputy piesi 
dent based in Manila, first suggested 
Rico Yap Mascarinas and it was easy 
for this player to flv from Moscow to 
Delhi But It happened otherwise The 
Filipino was to arrive from Moscow 
only after completing a tournament 
there Then the second choice fell on 
Domingo Ramos, another Filipino IMS 
Asian ’unior champion Counting on 
this, India’s second international Mas¬ 
ter, V Ravikumar who received sevet- 
al invitations from Europe was never 
intercepted and was given a farewell 
long before this Asian meet 

This sudden turn of events caused a 
rush in Madras and Manila chess eli¬ 
des. Messages went across the sea Mi 


Campo, the most vocifeious in the 
Philippines Chess Federation, and 
otganiser of the Kaipov-Koichnoi title 
bout in Baguio City, rose lo the otca 
sion in sending Asia's second Grand¬ 
master Balinas himself Meanwhile, it 
was also ascertained from FIDE that 
R Ravi Sekhar, who had already 
gained his two IM.S norms in the 
previous legs in Djakaita and Kuala 
Lumpui, has to be enrolled as a full- 
fledged title holder only aftei the 
confirmation fiom the FIDE Congicss 
during the thud week of July in Allan 
ta (IISA) 

i'uithcM, as the cut tiff tliitc*s loi the 
FIDE taling list aie the first ol Jaiiii 
aiy and July evety veai, the players 
could nut be lated by cuiieiii taiings 
till the third lound At last the FIDE 
lating came and Balinas as well The 
lone Grandmastei in the Masieis’ was 
rathei foiced to finish his ponding 
games and theie weie occasions when 
he had to plav iwo g,imos a day 

The first round iiselt saw a battle 
royal between the two aiailable ii tel 
national Masteis, A.non and Rodii- 
guez The Indian mastei wiili pu-i ision 
play and !i8 moves i .i.iu on, siimss. 
ful Ihipsay also legisitied tns ii> * 
win III the first louiid iiselt wld'ii he 
deteati'd ihe higlils i.iled I ILoid 
oko (240')) ot Indoiiisia 

At the end ol the Inst ii.iii boih 
Nasir All and Paraiiie'wai ,iii weie in 
the lunning foi then In si IMS noun ol 
eight and a half jioints Siir.ilaiiy, 
Thipsav and Kosliy had slim chant es to 
gain IMS liorm 








(US) out of a prize fund of US $2000, 
but also got his first IM norm of 8V^ 
points (a minimum of &7Vt per cent in 
the 12 games he played) 

In the chess world, nowadays, it is 
very rare to find a man climbing the 
ladder like a tightrope walker. Rather, 
a desperado mission achieved in a 
grand style. 

Despite the defeat at the hands of 
Parameswaran in the last round, Rod¬ 
riguez finished second while R. Ravi 
Sekhar with an identical 7 V 2 points 
was placed third on account of his 
minus score against the sharer As far 
as the prize was concerned, they took 
an equal share of the $700 (US) prize 
money 

The triumph of the Indian players 
did not stop with Parameswaran Both 
Rafiq Khan and Thipsay, with 6V1 
points each (a minimum of 53 per cent 
in 12 rounds) also got the FIDE Master 
norm. The FIDE Master title is a 
recent innovation by the world chess 
body to identify above-avei age players 
in international events But all these 
players including Parameswaran 
should repeat similar performances to 
claim their respective titles 

R Ravi Sekhar won the overall 
Grand Prix prize of US $600 In the 
previous legs, he won the second posi¬ 
tion in Baguio Citv (Philippines), out 
right fust in Diakarta (IndoneMd), 
sixth in Singapore and again first in 
Kuala Lumpur and finally third in 
Madras Looking at this peiforinance, 
Ravi Sekhar is undoubtedlv the best of 
the Indian playeis today If he puts in 
a little extra homework, he definitelv 
collect his first IM noim in the Interna¬ 
tional Chess Congress to be held in 
Bangalore during July-August Both 
Parameswaran and Thipsay can also 
get the titles of IM and FIDE Master 
respectively in Bangalore 

Besides actual conduct of the 
tournament, the organisers had two 
other plus points on their side Within 
a short period they made all possible 
arrangements to have a special postal 
cancellation to commemorate this 
Asian meet on the final day Secondly, 
the results of daily games were printed 
overnight and released the very next 
day On the final day, all these daily 
bulletins with a cross table were made 
into a booklet and sold as hot cakes at 
Rs 6 per copy. Usually, in an interna¬ 
tional tournament the games are 
either cyclostyled or xeroxed 

Mr N. Mahalingam, president of 
the Tamil Nadu Chess Association and 
also the newly-elected vice-president 
of the All India Chess Federation, gave 
a purse of Rs. 5000 to R Ravi Sekhar 
on his obtaining the IM title. Young D. 
V. Prasad, who caused many upsets in 
the final stage, received Rs. 500 on 
being adjudged the most promising 
player 

Mr R M Veerappan, Minister for 
Information, Government of Tamil 
Nadu, announced a cash prize of Rs. 
1000 to T. N Parameswaran for having 
won the final leg of the Asian Masters’. 

V. KAMASWARAN, Madras 







The Patna -Jamshedpur 
cricket venue battle 

T he recent controversy over shift- why Mr Sagar had not broached the 
ing the venue of the MCC vs East subject before 
Zone match from Jamshedpur to Patna Mr Chinnaswamy seemed impress- 
is not just a polarised issue It dues not ed by the facilities offered by the 
only involve the two rival camps uf the stadium and agreed immediately to 
Patna District Cricket Associalion hold the match involving the Pakistan 
(PDCA) and the Bihdi Ciicket Associa Under-19 team at Patna The match 
tion (BCA) Rathei, the controveisy was played there on February 7 and 8, 
has also touched the hearts o( 1979, as per Mr Chinnaswamy's assur- 
thousands ut cricket lovers in Patna ance Mr Chinnaswamy also told Mr 

Prem Sagar that if the BCA wanted to 
bid for matches at Patna, they should 
mention it beforehand to avoid any 
confusion or embarrassment 

Dr Prasad, however feels that since 
there were no representatives from 
the PDCA to accompany the BCA 
against a visiting team When the officials for discussions on the con- 
PDCA approached the BCA for permis- trover sial issue of the change of venue 
Sion to hold the East Zone-West Indies for the MCC-East Zone match they 
match at the Moinul Haq Stadium at misrepiesented the facts about the 
Patna some time in April or May 1*^78, Moinul Ilaq Stadium Wicket 
the BCA agreed to the request on The BCA President, Mr Hoini 
condition that the PDCA pav a sum of Budhanwalla, on the other hand, dis- 
two lakh rupees as royalty to the BCA closed in a Press conference, held at 
This hgiiie was (|uoied over and Jamshedpur on July 19, that Dijagari- 



The dllegdtioiis and couiitei 
allegations of both associations are 
continuing, albeit on a lowei key than 
before 

Patna has long been deprived of the 
honour of staging any ciicket match 


Hallicharan brushes up his team's lielding their game agaimt Fast Zone was ullinaiely played at the 


Keenan Stadium 


above a sum of one and a quarter lakh 
rupees as capitation fees to the Board 
of Control for Cricket in India Dr 
Prasad, the Secretary of the PDCA, did 
not find any justification in the 
amount demanded by the BCA, and 
was reported to have told the latter's 
officials “Let us share the piolits, if 
any, but why fix such an abnormal 
pre-condition’ We are )ust trying to 
find our feet ’’ 

Later, the PDCA dec ided to make a 
formal i equest to the Board of Control 
for Cricket for permission to hold the 
match at Patna Its secretary insisted 
that he should also accompany the 
then BCA Secretary Mr Prem Sagar, 
fur talks with the Board President, Mr 
Chinnaswamy Thereafter, the BCA 
Secretary, Mr Prem Sagar and the 
PDCA Secretary, Dr Prasad met the 
Board President at the Wankhede Sta¬ 
dium, Bombay, on September 25,1978 
When the Board President was shown 
the photographs of the Moinul Haq 
Stadium of Patna he allegedly asked 


nath Mishra, the Chief Minister ol 
Bihar, had expressed his opinion that 
Patna, like Jamshedpur, should also 
stage matches involving foreign teams 
Thus, on April 27, Mr Russy Mody, 
the patron ol the BCA, met the Chief 
Ministei ut Patna and informed him of 
the State association’s decision to 
accept his proposal, and a letter was 
also sent to the Secretary of the PDCA 
informing him ol the BCA’s deccsion 
Following the discussions between 
Mi Mody and ihe Chief Minister of 
Bihar, a high-level meeting between 
the State Coveinment and Bihai 
Cricket oflicials was held at Patna on 
May 21, 1981 Apart from the discus¬ 
sion on such issues as the pitch, the 
outfield, the pavilion and the 
scoreboaid, an organising committee 
for the match it Patna was also consti¬ 
tuted In order to ensuie that all 
pieparations are completed before the 
arrival of the MCC team in Patna, it 
was agreed that TISCO would prepaie 
the design, submit an estimate and get 


the job completed as soon as possible 
after the estimates were approved by 
the Commissioner of Education. 

Meanwhile, the MCC observer, Mr 
Peter Lush, who came to India to 
investigate the ground conditions, re¬ 
portedly submitted in his findings to 
the authorities in England that the 
Moinul Haq Stadium at Patna could at 
best be suitable for football or hockey, 
but not for cricket. The MCC repre¬ 
sentative also opined that the author¬ 
ities in England should have been 
infoimed of the proposed change of 
venue of the match at least six months 
earlier. 

Mr Bodhanwalla said that he had 
personally informed Mr Wankhede at 
Siinagar of the BCA’s proposal regard¬ 
ing the change of venue. The latter 
suggested that Mr Bodhanwalla see 
him in Bombay in early June to discuss 
the matter Accordingly, the two met 
at Bombay, but Mr Wankhede regret¬ 
ted the inability of the Board to shift 
the venue from Jamshedpur to Patna 

He said, “Our committee as well as 
the authorities in England will not be 
disposed to undertake the responsibil¬ 
ity of playing on a wicket and at a- 
venue where real first class matches 
have not been played, although you 
have given the assuiance that ground 
and other arrangements at Patna will 
be fully taken care of ” 

With regard to the charge that 
“real fust class games" have not been 
staged there, let it be put on record 
that the Bibar vs Orissa Ranji Trophy 
match was played at this venue last 
November, when both batsmen and 
bowlers experienced equal success 
While Milan Dutta scored a century on 
his debut, paiemen Raiidhir,Singh and 
.Shekhar Sinha and spinners Paramjit 
Singh and Venkatiam captured a num¬ 
ber of wickets Earlier, in February 
1979, when the Pakistan Under-19 
team took on the East Zone side, the 
game continued m spite of rainy condi¬ 
tions throughout the duration of the 
match and the wicket behaved well 
Moteovei, the Pakistanis opined that 
the pitch of the Moinul Haq Stadium 
was mure lively than that of the grass¬ 
less, banen Keenan Stadium. 

The officials of BCA are afraid that 
once Patna gams fame as a new centre 
of cricket, Jamshedpur will naturally 
be relegated to second place m Bihar. 
It IS precisely this that they want to 
avoid 

By refusing to put Patna on the 
Indian cricket map, the BCA is only 
proving Its own shortsightedness A 
time will come when matches will have 
to be played m Patna as Jamshedpur’s 
Kee.ian Siadiuin cannot accommodate 
more than 10,000 people Although 
enihusiasm ioi ciicket among the Jam- 
shedpui public is tiemendous, the city 
lacks fust class hotel facilities and is 
not as well connected by air and rail as 
Patna is .Since Jamshedpui can never 
claim a place among Test centres in 
India, the case of Patna should have 
been considered with a sense of 
reality. 

PREM KUMAR, Patna 
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Oh the mad 
to meooeiy 

T he comeback of Angel Mary 
Joseph has been delayed by new 
health problems. About two months 
ago the national women’s pentathlon 
champion was admitted to New Delhi’s 
prestigious All India Institute of 
Medical Sciences for treatment of 
spinal trouble which not only 
threatened to end her athletic career 
but could also have rendered a cripple 
After SIX weeks of lumbar traction and 
TNS (transcutaneous electrical nerve 
stimulation) she was pronounced fit by 
the neurologiral specialist at the insti¬ 
tute and asked to resume training. But 
the pain still persisted After a new 
round investigation it was discovered 
that she was also suffeiing from stones 
in the kidney The uiological specialist 
attending her has advised her to stay 


on at the AIIMS for a few more weeks 

When the neuro-surgeons asked her 
to resume training in mid-June, the 
Delhi public school promptly placed 
Its ground and every other facility at 
the disposal of the 24-year-old Welfare 
Inspector from Southern Railway. Her 
latest ailment was discovered when 
she noticed blood in the urine after 
strenuous training sessions. 

Two months ago when the Press 
brought Angel Maiy's problems to the 
notice of the public there were assur¬ 
ances of help from various places, 
including Mr Kedar Pandey, the Rail¬ 
ways Minister, who sanctioned Rs 
4,200, which amounted to the bill for 
SIX weeks' stay at the institute The 
Indian Olympic Association responded 
with a cheque fur R.s 500 and Mr Buta 
Singh, President of the Amateur 
Athletic Federation of India, Chair¬ 
man of the Asian Games Special Com¬ 
mittee and Minister of State tor Ship 
ping and Transport, also assured all 
help. In a letter to the Ministry ol 
Railways, the Education Mmistiy had 
also expiossed its concern It is hoped 
the authorities will be able to find 
their way lo foot the bill for Angel's 
exiendeci stay at the instiiute ^c•tteI^ 
of coiueiti alone aie noi enough 


A disciplined government servant, 
Angel knows where to draw the line 
when talking to reporters “You are 
not supposea to be here,” she told this 
journalist when he visited her to find 
out how she had been progressing at 
the AIIMS But she was disarmed when 
told that journalists don’t take orders. 
She would talk only athletics, but 
nothing about the mounting bills at 
the AIIMS where a room in a private 
ward costs Rs 100 a day 

Angel IS quite confident of picking 
up her best form once she leaves the 
AIIMS completely cured She is also 
quite optimistic about her medal 
chances ai next year’s Asian Games 

The pentathlon has been replaced 
by the heptathlon, but "no problem,” 
she says “The two additional events— 
200 metres and javelin—are not new 
to me,” explains India's leading all¬ 
round female athlete Verv few re¬ 
member that as a 17-year-old she had 
won a javelin silver medal at the 1974 
national meet at Jaipui Her best 
lavelin effort is 41 metres and her 
fastest 200 metit's tuning is 26 (> 
seconds 

Angel has missed the Hydeiabad 
(oadiiiig lamp, but she hopes to be 
abli- to )(iin till' next one 





Lawn hockey 
developing In USSR 

MOSCOW: The Soviet men’s and 
women’s lawn hockey championships 
eot under way earlier this year It is 
the twelfth such tournament for men, 
and the third for women Though lawn 
hockey is still new spurt in the Soviet 
Union, the season started in an atmos¬ 
phere of optimism. 

The game’s progress in such a short 
period of time in the USSR has forced 
connoisseurs everywhere in the world 
to .sit back and wonder In repoi ts on 
the 1980 Olympic tournament, the\ 
i note that among all the national asso- 
I ciations making up the Intel national 
I Hotkey Federation i FIH), that of the 


I Soviet Union chalked up the greatest 
I progress in this outdoor pastime At 
I the l-’IH Congress in Btiissels last Au 
I gust, both the men's and women’s 
I teams from the USSR weie unani¬ 
mously selected among the paitici 
pants toi the mam iiiiernational fix- 
I tuies in 1981 


The Soviet plavfi s pi oved that the | 
Brussels decision was collect This I 
year’s world championships in Buenos | 
Aires saw the Soviet women’s team ! 
take the bron/e medal, finishing third i 
behind Wesi (leimanv and Holland, | 


the two time world champions 


The Soviet men’s team won the 


Inteicoiiiineiiial Cup in Kuala Lum¬ 
pur In this qualifying tournament for ' 
I the woi Id c hainpiotiships in Bombay in 
I December, the Soviet playcis defeated 
I Italy, Japian and Zimbabwe in group 
I games and weni on to gam the iippei 
hand in the finals over New Zealand, 
the Montreal Olympic champions and 
Malaysia 

A sizeable contribvition to the snc- 
I tessful peiformance of the Soviet lawn 
hockey selc*cts is being made by the 
players of the Central Asian Repub¬ 
lics, where the pa,time is very popu¬ 
lar For instance, the women's team 
from the Uzbek city of Andizhan was 
outstanding in the last world title 
meet On the other hand. Dynamo 
players of Alma-Ata, Kazakhstan, are 
the backbone of the USSR men’s team 

Getting back to the USSR League 
story, six teams—two women’s and 
four men’s—are fielded by the Central 
Asian Republics in the now-started I 
championships Their challengers are 
from Moscow, Sverdlovsk. Kiev, Baku 
and other cities, which proves that 
lawn hockey enjoys a lot of attention 
in the Soviet Union The overall con¬ 
trol of the sport in the country is in the 
hands of the National Hockey Federa¬ 
tion, which became a member of FIH 
in 1970 and has been active in its work 
ever since. 

The system for promoting the 
national championships is being im¬ 
proved all the time Close attention is 



also being paid to the involvement of 
even greater numbers of young people 
in the game 

As in previous times, the current 
Soviet championships will piuvich' the 
players with excellent training lor 
f 01 thcoming majoi internaiioiial 
meets of the year The women, loi 
instance, will compete in the socialist 
countries’ Friendship Cup touitiameiit 
in Czechoslovakia, and the men will 
appear in a similar fixture in Lening¬ 
rad The latter is regai ded as a stage of 
preparation for the Bombay Woild 
championships, where the Soviet team 
will face India, Pakistan. Ausii ,dia and I 
other strong sides j 
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Punlab’s hockey 
problem 

CHANDIGARH; Purijab achievt'd a 
retold, having fielded as many as S4 
players in the Tumor Natioual Hocke 
('hampioriships held at Kolhapui eai 
liei thisvear And the players weie 
boiioweii tiom vai ions otiici teams, 
the Puniab team being hit by a 
•trt meiidous talent dram’ as team 
managi i Swindei Singh Sami put it t 
III, report I he team, however, did 
well to Imisli third 

He savs that ifie Punjab players 
were i>Li\u.g toi the Combined L’ni- 
vei silies. All India Schools’ eleven ar 
some iiitiei iiiMitulious, and then pel 
tormance wa- iiideeil saiistving Asa 
resuli, tbeie was .i ti'elmgot Inistia- 
tioii anil'll)', siHiit’, Joveisiil the State 
that Punjab li.ul been deprive d of the 
SCI vice, ol aiiuii'bei of veiy good 
jil.ivcisoi us own Noiieilieless, ten 
jil.ivei', tiom Puiijal) luivl been 
selei ted .•inoii).' i hi 14 in obables toi 
ilie fiimiii V\ ■! I('lie. kec (’uji whith 
IS .1 leiiiai k.ii.l' ,n liieveinfi!i 

I liooi,li coi.tionu-d wiili the diffi 
t nil *.lsk o' -ell ( Cog .i.iii l.ltei 
( 0.11 long .1 leani wuhoot niost ot the 
j)i'iiiiisiiig iniiun ., who had been in 
< ludi'il 'i: ihi { t)iiib(iied I'niversities 
aiitl ,M 1 -In(li.' .S'! ho'.ls’ te.iriis, the selt 
lots and cua> in-s indeed buill up a 
loiiiildalil ' .si" Geoige (Jiilhiridlii ) 
w.is selected as tlie c .ijir.iin, h'U only 
tie lined .iw.iv l.iler liv the t oinliined 

> 'iiiveisilies isl'fii ihe ti-ani was gel 
rtiie te.iils lo leave loi Kolhajiui Mi 
Siiiin savs ihar feelings of liusiiainni 
liei .line uiieiisi .shell il vv.is found th. 
.11- h nulls I'tiai Pl.'desh li.id not 
.paicd c I’en .i single plavei lot anv 
othi I le.nii 

I’u'i i.ifi vs IS drawii lo meel the 
All IiulM S'diools" I leveii in I he pool. 
I’.iti.ila III the (ju.n tei finals and the 
( omlniied 1 iiivers.iles In ihe sc'iiii- 
lin.'is Aboiir the vefiiu. Ml Sairii sait 
<hji Kolh.ij'iii s.as iioi the piojiet 
jilaie for .< national ineet. Iiotli be 
c.nisi ot Us lemoieness and lack ol 

public irilefe'.t in lioi keV I he jzlavm, 
. < >11(1111011, \s. 11 no I ii)> U) si.iiidaid, 
*h> gloiniil . dll,IV ,111(1 boiiij'V .10(1 tin 
lodging ,0 ' al.g. UK III S JJO"! Th.' Se*lfl 
I'll iinl till i<i.ni,,g"t III itie le irn .ilso 
i<‘iomi7iend<'d tb o ilie I'niii.ili Gov- 
ei iiii.i lit .uni t lit- - jioi I .0. ji.ii iitieiu 

'.ik" mill e Uilei es| le iJi.- lunioi 

N.illofi.il ( h.ini.'ioiisinjis IIick is du 
I'll! itv I Vi I.lit 1 1 will', li olleii le- 
snltsinli k o' I .joi ilii'.aMnii 1 hi Plu 
dioulil bi 1 I'll .1 iie(J 111 ilns iiiiUli I an 
at ii-iisf 44 gfioil j.l.isi'i' sliniiiil be 
.ii.iui.ulV null III il i( d .111(1 m.idi t'l sta 
inidei 'hi'ih.irgi of (Ik besi ol 
lo.iihe'- si.on ,1 (111 V I'.iaihi.itc to 
s(-ni<ii it".el (III >' .h.Kild bt keju in i>ii 

> oih g( 1 ties siionl.l also jil.iv tiie 
rt'.isiiiiiiiri ipiiiibi 1 ot .ill liidi.i loiiina 
nients lo gain in.itin U\ .'nd i sjn 11 
line rills Will en.ible botii iht sonioi 
and junior n <>ins lo In nig l.iuieis toi 
'he ‘ talc • 

.OV UIMAR 






CRI^UIZ by Eddie Dunstan 


301 for 
one — 

all out 

350 


Nut (fiiiic .1*. ( <3(dstroph(c d<i AusIm- 
lid's nose clivi- liom JO') lor thri‘(‘ wji k- 
L’ls lo J10 all out in tin* lirsi Tnsi against 
Pakistan in 197') Out rnwrlhclnss liovas- 
laling was a Paki'.tan i ollapsc against 
India in a Bomliay Inst m I'Xai Against 
the Pakistanis, in MnlOourne, the* Aur.tra 
lian tail ol WK kt'ts mad 49, 109, IJIJ, 
JO'j, JO"), J0(). JOU, JO'J, JIO, JIO 
Against thi' Indians in Bombav the Pakis¬ 
tanis'I.ill f)i wilK'-Is lead 'ij, JO I, JU2, 
JOJ, J18, Jl't, J..M, JJI, J49, J)0 
Australia in I lost seven wn kels 
toi live inns, Paketan m I9()t) losi nine 
|Wi(keisi()i 19 ;i marhing <00 in 
Melbourne, Auslialia lost thiee wickets 
til Pakistan, in leai hing JOO in IJonibay 
Piiki-.tan lost onlv one vvii ket to India 
the IJombav b’sl v* .is drawn, the scores 
Ileing Pakistan J'lOand lot) lor lout, 
India 4 0) loi niix' w n kefs dec Ian d 
IJelote the I'akotams c olla(>s(>d to 
l()S( nine vvii kets lor 19 two ol then 
batsmen pul on J Ih loi the ser onrl 
VVII ket so establishing ,i !(•< otd tor 
I’akist.in in lest im ket IheP.ikistan 
si'i ond-WK ket lest ler ord todav is held 
bv /ahi'er Abl)as !j'’4) iiul Mushlaii 
Mohammad ' I OOi- .'91 against Ingland 
at Brimingh.im la I'f I Mushlaii also 
played in the intg) IJo.nbav lest, as did 
hi, biother I Janit (iiie ol the bioiheis 
parineied s.ieed Ahmed in the leioid 
sei ond wii ket sl.irul that piei eded the 
sensation,il Pakistan i oil,ipse 


In the Australian Broadc asting Com¬ 
mission book "Hradman to Chappell", 

I indsay I lassett wrote "The first Icst 
was interrupted several times by ram 
For the most part the atmosphere was 
abnoimally heavy, the wk ket was damp 
and whenever the ball was dry the 
(Kiwlers were quif kly in charge Austra¬ 
lia won the toss and were assisted by 
showers that put I ngland's bowlers at a 
disadv-antage during the stop-start proce¬ 
dure 1 hose conditions continued until 
lunc h lime on the set ond day when 
Austialia took their sc ore to 244 for 
four 

During the luni h break the ground 
drii'd out and an English medium-pacer 
produced a supetl) spell of bowling that 
deslroyc'd the remaining Australian bats¬ 
men At (’lie stage 2 J7 fur three w'irkets, 
Austr.ilia were all out tor 249 From J8 J 
overs the medium-pacer had taken 7/55 
When Lnghind baited, they, loo, found 
the (onditions cJiftu ult aiuj at stumps 
h.id lost SIX wickets in taking then store 
lo 92 In a sensational atternoon's play 
12 W'li kels h.id fallen tor 98 runs 
Dismissing England lor 144 (Lindwall 
5/57i, Austialia look a first innings lead 
of 10’) but ag.iin ihr* medium pacer 
strut k During periods of play broken by 
showers and bad light, he even bettered 
his first mmiigs [lerformanc e lo lake 7/44 
from 17 2 overs as ,'\u‘-lrjlia were bun- 
dli’d out tor 12 J With I ngland needing 
22 ‘) to win, the stage was set tor a 
thrilling limsh but bad weather inter 
veneil again 1 he mate h was drawn, 
w ith I nglarid 120 tor the loss of one 
I wicket in their sec ond innings I 


QUESTION 


Which 

brother*^ 


Iwodramatic r oll.ipses bv Aiisti.ilia, 
eat h iriv’olving sev en w ii kels - lor 12 
run' and I 5 runs- -oci lined at I tent 
Bridge in 195 ’• and 8risban(’>n 1‘)7‘) 
respectively InMelbouinr ag.iinst 
Pakistan in 1979 (jraham Y.'llop's leam 
lost their last seven wickets vvh'leadding 
five runs, at I lent Bridge Lindsay I las- 
sett's team lost their last six wrekels to 
England loi the same pathetic addition to 
then scene 


QUESTION^ 


I Who was the 
English bowler 
who wrecked 
'Australia's 
chances with 
niatch figures 
of 14/99 from 
55 5 overs'^ 


Anothi-r dramaiic t ollapse—this time 
bv f nglaml -oc c uired in one ol the most 
ext iiine, malt lies in lest history, the 
loiirth lesioi ihr lt)i,| series against ' 
Ausiiah.i, ,i( ()|,, I i.itiijid Needing 258 
to vv III III 2 J(i mieutes, Fnglaiul, <0 
minutes helon' ic.i on (he tinal clay, were 
1')() loi one 1 lie\ vveie ,ill out loi 201 
t ngland weie routed l)y Australia's 
captain, Richie Bimaurf. who, in a mag- 
nilit enl exhihiiion, took h:70 off J2 
overs, including a cle.idiv s[)cll of 5/1J in 
25 b 'ils Despite ihe tall oicfei of scoiing 
at mole than a run a minutes, Engkand 
were hot tavouiites to win when a brisk 
opening parfnership of 40 from Cieotf 


Puller and Raman Subba Row was fol¬ 
lowed by a blazing innings front their No 
J. Driving with tremendous power and 
cutting and hooking splendidly, he 
sc ored 7h m 84 minutes and with Subba 
Row put on 110 m that time Suddenly 
the position c h.mged Benaud switched 
to bowling around the wicket, aiming 
his leg breaks at the rough of Freddie 
1 rueman's footmarks 

England resumed after le,a needing 93 
in 85 minutes But )ohn Murray, supei- 
bly caught by Bob Simpson oft Benaud 
for four, and Ken Barrington, trapped 
Ibw bv Ken Mackay for five, tell foi the 
addition c’t only eight runs England had 
no longer any thought of winning- only 
ot playing despciately for a draw David 
Alleyn stayed 28 mmutc’s for 10 betoie 
Simjison procluc c’d another ac robotic 
etiorl to catc h him ofi Benaud II was ,ill 
over whc’n Al,in Llaviclson knoc ked ov'er 
Brian Statham's middle stump Australia 
had won with 2(i minutes to spare, 
gaining thc'ii first Ii'stvictory at (ilcl 
Trattorcl sine e 1902 ,ind retaining the 
Ashes 

Despite pc’rsislc’nl pain from a shoul¬ 
der injury, Benaud had registered his 
best iKjrlormanc e .igainsi fngland Bo 
nauci fiimsell dost nbed the spectac iilai 
know bv I ngland's No J as "one of the 
linesi short inmrigs evei played" Wis- 
den saiil it was '.i glonous ciisplay of 
ciinirollc’d hitting ' 


QUESTION i 


Who won Be- 
naud's high tri¬ 
bute’ 


LAST WEEK S 
ANSWERS 

1 Len Hutton in the fii st Test of the 1954-55 
serios—a series England were to win 3 1 
Heaviest scores for Australia were Neil 
Harvey 162 and Arthiii Moms 153 England 
bowling Alec Redser 1/131, Brian Statham 
2/123, Frank Tyson 1/160, Trevor Bailey 
3/140, Bill Ednch 0/28 

2 Richie Benaud, m the fifth Test, 1958-59 
faking 4/43 and 1/14, he finished the rubber 
with 31 wickets 

3 Ray Lindwall, who took 1/36 and 3/73 His 
fellow pace bowlers in the Melbouine Test 
were Ian Meckiff (2/57 and 0/13), Alan 
Davidson (3/38 and 2/95) and Gordon Rorke 
(0/23 and 3/41) 

4 Peter May, fourth Test, 1958-59 Australia's 
top scorer was Colin McDonald (172), hii 
opening partner being Jim Burke (66) Be¬ 
naud took 5/91 and 4/82 

5 Ray Illingworth, in the drawn third Test of 
the 1972 senes, at Trent Bridge, and aban¬ 
doned 1970-71 Test, in Melbourne, and Mike 
Denness, in Adelaide in the fifth Test of the 
1974-75 senes, which England lost by 163 
runs, and at Edgbaston in the first Test, 
1975, which England lost by an innuigs and 
85 runs 







QUESTIONS 

In which Test did the following brothers play 
together for the first time'’ 

1 A. G. Kripal Singh and A G Milkha 
Singh; 

2 S Amamath and M Amamath, 

3 S Wazir Ali and S Nazir Ah, 

4 L. Amar Singh and L Ram|i Singh, 

5 C K Nayudu and C S Nayudu, 

6 I M Chappell and G S Chappell, 

7 O R Hadlee and R J Hadlee, 

8 Hand Mohammad, Mushtaq Moham¬ 
mad and Sadiq Mohammad, 

9 J B Stollmeyer and V H Stollmeyer, 
10 P M Pollock and R G Pollock. 

ANSWERS 

£961 ‘Bi|BJ|snv SA isei )si oi 
'eeei 'PUB| 6 u 3 sa isei PJE 6 
'(uoiseooo 

A|Uo) 6961 'puBiBaz mom sa jsaj. isi g 
■ez 6 l pueipua SA jsei isi z 
‘0/61. 'puBiDug SA jsej. pug g 
‘W 6 l 'puB| 6 u 3 SA js 8 i pug s 
‘eeei ‘Pub|6u3 sa isei IS I V 
•geet ‘PUB|6U3 SA jsei (A|uo) E 
'9/61 ‘puBiBsz MBN SA jsej. )S| g 
iqei '0081603 SA jsei jsi^ i 


Que^ion box 


An .v'IT' h/'lUfili'f vOidVii 

Saniaya Oaga, Calcutta 

Q. Is an appeal necessary, when a bats¬ 
man IS bowled'’ 

A Yes, if the batsman docs not walk away 
even on being bowled Without appeal, an 
umpire shall not give his decision 

Isharatun Nabi, Patna 

0. While running between the wickets, if 
the non-striker falls on the stumps of the 
striking batsman s stumps is he out'’ 

A. No, hp IS not out Only the striker- 
batsman can be out, hit wicket if he 
breaks his own wicket in the act of playing 
the ball and neither batsman is run out, if 
he breaks any wicket while running be¬ 
tween the wickets 

AJay Kumar, Hazarlbagh. 

Q. When, where and against whom did 
Sandeep Patil begin his Test career? 

A. In the 5th Test vs Pakistan at Madras in 
1979-80 


8an|ay Parklia, Ahmadnagar. 

Q. What IS Kallicharran's highest score in 
Tests? ■ 

A. 187, made against India in the first Test 
at Bombay in 1978-79. 

Salim Ahmad, Bangladaih. 

Q. What are Wasim Rata and Javed 
Miandad's Test records? 

A. Wasim Raja has aggregated 2,001 
runs in 61 innings (with 10 unbeaten 
innings) of 37 Tests and has captured 30 
wickets for 969 runs; Javed Miandad has 
made 2,663 runs in 34 Tests with 206 as 
his highest score in 7 centunes. 


H. liwalapsihl. Bangalore. 

Q. Has any wicket-keeper scored a dou¬ 
ble century in Tests? 

A. Yes, Taslim Arif of Pakistan made 210 
no. against Australia at Faisalabad in 
1979-80. 

Q. Who has scored the maximum number 
of sixes in an innings, of a match, in Tests 
and in first class innings as well? 

A. W R. Hammond of England hit a 
maximum of 10 sixes in an innings in the 
Auckland Test against New Zealand in 
1932-33 and in first class cricket, J R 
Reid's 15 sixes for Wellington against 
Northern Districts at Wellington in 1962- 
63 is a world record 


SOLUTION TO CROSSWORO NO 111 



Nirmal Kumar Laktiam, Jaipur 

Q What IS T Emmett's Test cricket 
record'’ 

A T Emmett played in 7 Tests tor 
England in which he made 160 runs at an 
average of 13 33 per innings He also 
captured 9 wickets conceding 284 with 
best figures of 7 for 68 
Shankar Mazumdar, Gauhati 

Q. What IS the Test career record of 
Cyril Washbrook Which country did he 
represent'’ 

A Playing for England, Cyril Wash- 
brook scored 2569 runs in 37 Tests at an 
average of 42 81 with 6 centuries 
Saniera Baneriee, Sahaiahanpur. 

u What weie the fall of wickets in the 
1st innings of India in the 4th Test vs West 
Indies at Kingston in 1975-76 

A 1 136. 2 205, 3 216, 4 280, 5'306, 
6306 

S Hasan Farooque, Oarbhanga 

Q What are the Test records of Asit 
Masood and Pervez Sauad of Pakistan in 
Tests’’ 

A. Asif Masood scored 93 runs in 16 
Tests (<i 10 33 and captured 38 wickets 
<(i 41 26 with 5 for 11 1 as his best bowling 
analysis Pervez Sajiad captured 59 wick¬ 
ets conceding 1410 runs at an average of 
23 89 per wicket, 7 wickets for 74 was his 
career best bowling 

Q Who IS the fastest century maker 
from India in Tests'’ 

A. D N Sardesai, who completed his 
century in 127 minutes in 4th T est vs New 
Zealand at Delhi in 1964-65 
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Shsrma, Howrah. 

Who were the rival captains in the 
match when Sunil Gavaskar made his 
Test debut"^ 

A Ajit Wadekar of India and Garfield 
Sobers of West Indies 
Kalyan Kumar Oas, Purulla. 

Q. Who holds the world record in 
scoring most half centuries in Tests’ 

A Geoff Boycott, who in 98 Tests has 
hit 39 half centuries, besides his 20 
hundreds 

Pifush Kanii Chakraborty, Bangladesh. 

Q. Who was the most successful bow¬ 
ler in the Jubilee Test in Bombay’ 

A Ian Botham of England who cap¬ 
tured 6 wickets for 58 and again 7 wickets 
tor 48 earning the match figures of 13 for 
106 


Q. Who IS the most successful bowler 
in Ranji Trophy’ 

A. Raiinder Goel. who in 101 Ranji 
Trophy matches has captured 492 
wickets 

Abhi Kanti Dutta Mazumder, Pandua 

Q. When, where and against whom did 
G R Vishwanath make his Test debut’ 
A In the second Test vs Australia at 
Kanpur in 1969-70 
S Laxmi, Madras, Madhu Bangal 

Q Who has scored maximum number 
of runs in an over’ 

A. 25 runs were scored off a 8-ball 
over by B Sutcliffe and R W Blair of New 
Zealand and 24 runs were scored off a 
6-ball over by J F M Morrison of New 
Zealand as well as by A M E Roberts of 
West Indies 


Q. An Australian over consists of how 
many balls’ 

A. From 1876-77 to 1887-88 4-ball 
over, 1891-92 to 1920-21 6-ball over, 
1924-25 8-ball over, 1928-29 to 1932-33 
6-ball over. 1936-37 to 1979-80 8-baft 
over and in 1980-81 6-ball over 
Gautam Tagore, Calcutta. 

Q Who IS the quickest 7,000-run mak¬ 
er in Tests’ In how many Tests has he 
scored them’ 

AGS Sobers of West Indies, who 
completed 7,000 runs in 79 Tests 
S. K Nagarai, Bangalore. 

Q. Can a substitute keep wickets, in 
case the regular keeper is injured in the 
middle of the match’ 

A Yes, with the consent of the oppo¬ 
site teams captain 
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1P-K4, P-QB4; 2Kt-KB3, P-Q3 


3P-Q4, PxP, 4KtxP, KI-KB3 
5 Kt - QB3, P - QR3, 6 B - K2, P - K3 
70-0,B-K2; 8P-B4.0-0 

tK-R1,KI-B3, 10B-K3, B-Q2 

11 Q-KI, Kt K Kt. 12BxKt, B-B3 

13 0- Kt3. P - QKt4. 14 P - QR3. P - K13 

•’ .. 'III* J I I. * 'I fi yv.ly lit • ■ I 

vV'l '* J'lfl t' , 'jll l' », *, 1 I t I I 1 

-v ' -I It . I ‘ r I ' I ‘ * 

15 B - B3. Q > Q2, 16 OR » Ol. Q > Kt? 

17 P - B5, P - K4. 18 B - K1. P ► KtS 

19 RP X P. Q X P. 20 B - KtS . 

Hi l "J* r •{ . Iji, » M* , I 

1|< If'il' til t* .'I '.\ 1 n 'j' I' ll i" I 

20 .OxKtP, 21R-Q3QxP 

22 B - 01. Q - Kt7. ?3 B X Kt, B X B 

24 R X P. B - OKt4, 25 R - B2, Q > B8 

r- f 1} ll- t ■ I !!- f ' ll. , I !• 

26 R X B, OR - B1 ; 27 R - B2, Q - R8 

28 P X P, RP X P 

r ,'H M . |.l, f*'! II |.. r ll.l 

■* f* < fil' \\ f'l '»! J ' I • I 

H Kft li 3 ’ I* P 1' I 1*. 

29 R-Q6, R- B2. 30 Q x KP. KR > IJI 

31 O > OS, K Kt2, 32 Q - Q4ch. K - R2 
33 Kt X B. Resignsi 
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Solution to G477 (Panov > Makagonov, 
Tiflit, 1937). (2qr2k1/3r3p,p2pbPp1/ip2n3/ 
3Q4,'PPB3P1/2P3BK/4RR2- White to play*) 

TIu jh < III i> (i! ihn fji'liMidfi'ii () 

H.'li'ip w.i. r'zploitc'iJ fiv HR* IM F‘f K M 
P n/( h P . P. Jb 0 k P. h R1..v»0 hliMi. 
I" K". J7 B Kt4'll, tind Bid* K f» '.ion»'iJ 
Problem No 1143. Si)lulion n<->a| wrM {• 

G. Dobbe *Rnti .h Chv'»^ V)>0) 

(8^7B/8/4PRpiaR'5Nk1/8/8K1 >• 6 white men; 
2 black.) v/hi|, Id nkiy .mil ii'rtli Hi |lirin- 
111 ..n- 

Solution to No 1142 (Healhcote). (b4b2/ 
3r4 / 3pr3' S1K5N / 2PR4 / Q3p3 / SkBR - mato 
in two.) 1 (J Pii 'Mirr.it :* f. 01) (.i) 1 
t' Ka 0. r K B3, (b) 1 R-QK!'9ch, 
'' H l-lt. (| ) 1 R (| Vn, 2 B 04, (d) 

1 P 04. ti,?B Uf (0)1 K K8 ?0 RI 
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FOURTH TEST: 

lAnother nail in Australia’s coffin 


TONY LEWIS reports from Edgbaston 
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Gavaskar should tighten the r 








EXCLUSIVE: 

ASHOK KUMAR assesses 
the Indian hockey team 










Made for each other 


ClGARtm SMOKING IS 
IRWURIPUS TO HEAITH. . 



Wills Filter.The Standard of 
excellence in cigarette smoking 
for almost two decades now. 

To millions of smokers, 

Wilis Filter is the last word in' 
taste—the taste of choice 
tobaccos carefully blended and 
married to just the right filter. 

Wills Filter.Once you've 
tried it, you stay with it. ▲ 

WILIS HUBtW 

Filter and tabaax> peHectly 
nvdched in a nKdcnleabferid 


HTCW-4J10 
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^Letters to the Editor 


Oil Bedi’s 
retirement 

T o hold tl.Uciskai ic- 
spoiiMhh' toi Ikdi'N ('Mt 
lioin India's Test team 
sniai ks (it Ml Wadhwaney's 
deep pieiudice against 
(iaiaskai T'o delanie Ciavas- 
kai, he has levelled some 
lalse accusations a;;ainst 
him and the plaveis ol Rom 
has and West '/one 

It IS widelv known that 
despiti Redi's dismal pet 
till main e (i.ivaskai, puieK 
loi sentimental leasons, in 
iliitled him in the team in a 
numhei ol tests Rut how 
lonp (.oiild he have done so 
in the linhi lit Uedi's dis 
astioiis iieitoimaiiLe’ Even 
tn.illv, he had ro diop Bedi 
in l<i\oiii (it ])ilip Doshi and 
evi-ivoile IS well awaie ol 
Doshi's maKnitiient pei 
loimanic on his Test delmi 
A);.iin In acinse C',a\as 
kill of not hein^ loval to 
Belli in till'22 lests in which 
Belli led Ituli.i, iililiiates Re 
di s Lvniial disposirion 
Sunil has estended the 
utmost co-opei at ion not 
oiilv to Belli hut to eveiv 
lapiajii iindei whom he has 
plaveil In lair, some of his 
liesi hattiiift pel fill tnances 
III the West Indies, Aiisiia 
li.i and Pakistan came when 
Belli was at the helm ol 
aftaiis K R W'ailhwaney 
hasaciiised C.avaskai ol not 
lo-opeititiiitt with Bedi. hut 
he li.is possihh foigotten 
that It was Bedi who did nut 
loopeiaie with Apt Wade 
k.ii diiiinp Indiii’s toui ot 
1 nttlatid 111 I*)?*! 

Wailhwanev lami’iils 
that iMiional and interna- 
iional spoilsmen of the 
i alllire, statuie, dediiation 
and si'lilessiiess ot Bedi aie 
insiilieil in India ciiiil aie not 
shown the respeit and him 
oiii due to them But what 
has he himself dime hv bla 
tantlv iiitii.sinf’ (lavaskai 
in this diiiile'-’ Does he not 
know that (java.skar is an 
Indian'-* Ur, toi Mi Wailh 
wanev. is eveiyoiie else, en 
lept a peisoii from Bomhav, 
an Indian'' Does he not 
know that (mvaskai is a 
player of ihe same calibre, 
statuie, dedication and self 
lessnetrs as Don Bradman 
and Colin Cowdrey’ I his is 
anvthmf; but lesponsible 
luiii nalism 


1 dll not know winch par¬ 
ticular players he had in 
mind while allcKinp that 
Boinhay ciicketeis used to 
drop catches deliheiatelv 
Howevei, 1 know that I'mii 
^ai, Tainhane, Knuineei, 
Soikai, W.idekai, Gavaskai 
and VeiiRsarkar have taken 
mote (aiclies than any othei 
Indian playeis The Bombay 
pl.ivers—Iroin the days ot 
Meichant and Modi to the 
present peneiaiion of play 
CIS like (Javaskar, I’alil, 
Veip’saikai and Ravi ,Shiis- 
iri- have pieatlv contii 
hiitc'd to the lanse ol Indian 
(ticket rhetelore, I would 
advise Mi W.ulhwancv to 
Kive II edit to those who de 
serve it I would also advise 
Bedi to be ^laietiil in retire¬ 
ment He should take a leaf 
out ot B S Chaiidi.isekhai/s 
exempknv conduit .cl the 
time ol lelireinint 
M CO 1^1 AM rKARASH 
kHARIWAL 
H.iiiKdl"! e 

IT IS not iiniialuiai in 
India Ol, in anv oilii-i conn 
tiy toi that inaitc'i, that 
.sporisineii, alter liavinp le- 
iired, make allegations 
against tiieir colleagues But 
1 was SOI IV to leain that 
Bedi, till whom we ,iil have 
had deep lespect, has 
loiiied this gioii|) 

The iiueiview itself is a 
hit coiitusiiig, fill It lia.s been 
published like an aitiile 
Bedi states that a lOiispiia 
cv against him was hatched 
hv Sunil (jav.iskai, theiehv 
lesulting III his oiistei 1 do 
not think ativhodv in this 
countiv IS ohlivioiis ol the 
foim which Bi'di di'iilaved 
dining the sei les ,ig.iiiist 
Pakistan in ih,it lountiv 
Ills captaiiicv III that a I'les 
was poorei than evei With 
out lealising that li'" own 
peifoimaiice had let him 
down, Kedi cites out that 
(lavaskai h.is stabbed him 
in the li.ick 

l.jstiv, Bedi savs Cavas 
kai should leain how to 
accept an nmpiie’s veidict 
without a miirniiii Pool 
Beth' 1 think he does not 
seem to know how it .dtects 
a hatsn.an's psvchulogv ,ind 
enthusiasm when he is mis 
lakenlv given 'lut on 47, and 
when the captain lemains 
silent without even uiteiing 
anv wold of piotest ahoui 
the puoi umpiiiiig 

S £ NARAyA\AN„ 
Cdimbiituiv 




























THE interview with Bedi 
makes depressing reading, 
'-exposing Mr Wadhwaney’s 
prejudice against Sunil 
Gavaskai and his own irres¬ 
ponsible journalism The 
charges against Gavaskar 
and Polly Umrigar are 
based on self-concocted im- 
piessions and inferences. 
Bedi, who rendered excel¬ 
lent service to his country, 
had been on the decline as a 
bowler ovei the last few 
years and, in fact, during 
the Indian tour of England 
in 1979, medium-pacers like 
Kapil Dev proved to be 
mure successful than Bedi & 
Co Dilip Doshi, who filled 
the gap left by Bedi, did his 
job competently. Ravi Shas- 
tri’s first appearance in Test 
cricket in New Zealand was 
also crowned with success 
Bedi should not have forgot¬ 
ten chat he had similarly 
entered the arena of Test 
cricket, replacing Bapu 
Nadkarni and Salim Durra¬ 
ni. It IS of no use to lament 
such replacements which 
are, in a sense, inevitable 

It IS also unfair on Wadh¬ 
waney’s part to dub Ravi 
Shastri and Yograj Singh as 
sycophants. While one 
(Shastri) has already justi¬ 
fied his inclusion in the Test 
team, the other is reported 
to have learnt a lot from the 
twin tour. They were not 
selected just because they 
were Gavaskar’s “yes men” 
In fact, selection of the Indi¬ 
an team in the past few 
years has been fair, not 
being based on any regional 
or communal bias. 

Again, It would be wrong 
to say that all Bombay play¬ 
ers deliberately dropped 
catches off Bedi's bowling. 
In fact, in dune jtiys, hold¬ 
ing of difficult catches by 
any Indian player was rare 
and all bowlers, including 
Vinon Mankad, Subhasn 
Gupte, Lala Amarnath, suf¬ 
fered from this malady 
Actually it was during 
Pataudi’s captaincy that 
fielding got Its due import¬ 
ance 

I do not know how close 
or distant Gavaskar and 
Bedi are in their personal 
relations, but they seemed 
close enough on the ground. 
After decades of strife and 
parochialism, the Indian XI 
was welded into a team by 
captains like Nan Contrac¬ 
tor and the Nawab of 
Pataudi This trend has 
been maintained by suc¬ 
ceeding skippers .and play¬ 
ers. 1 hope such irresponsi¬ 
ble journalism will not mar 


the homogeneity of the 
team. 

C. SUBRAHMANYAM, 
Visakhapatnam. 

THE views held by Bedi 
regarding Sunil Gavaskar 
are quite astonishing. In his 
interview he has said that 
he would have played more 
Tests if he had hailed from 
Bombay. If this argument is 
valid, Prasanna would have 
certainly broken Gibbs’ re¬ 
cord If Bedi thinks he has 
been stabbed in the back by 
Gavaskar, it has been 
proved several times that 
Bedi has stabbed many 
cricketers in their backs, 
the most prominents among 
them being Prasanna. 

On the twin tout of New 
Zealand and the West In¬ 
dies, Prasanna proved a 
match-winner in the first 
Test at Auckland, claiming 
11 wickets under the cap¬ 
taincy of Sunil Gavaskar 
But in the next couple of 
Tests, under Bedi’s captain¬ 
cy, he failed to captuie any 
wickets because he bowled 
only 16 out of 134 overs that 
weie bowled at Christ¬ 
church and only eight overs 
at Wellington. Further, Pra¬ 
sanna was totally ignored 
against New Zealand in the 
home series in 1976. so Bedi 
can be called a culprit for 
not utilising fully the poten¬ 
tial of a world class off- 
spinner 

Again, he says in his in¬ 
terview that all except 
Gavaskar were loyal to him 
The word “loyalty” may 
have a special meaning to 
Bedi Sunny scored runs and 
batted beautifully whenev¬ 
er the situation demanded 
Bedi has also accused 
Gavaskar of using Shastri as 
Doshi’s replacement, but 
Shastri performed credit¬ 
ably against New Zealand. 
Bedi’s accusations against 
Gavaskar are actually the 
result of his frustration 

R. ARAVIND, 
Bangalore 

I WAS amazed to read 
the interview with Bedi in 
the July 22 issue of your 
magazine. Bedi claims that 
Gavaskar is responsible for 
his ouster from Test cricket 
But statistics show that 
right from the series against 
Pakistan in 1978 to the end 
of the series against Eng¬ 
land in 1979, Bedi failed to 
capture an adequate num 
ber of wickets in any Test. 
Should a member oi the 
selection panel (as Gavas¬ 
kar is) allow sentimentality 
and respect for past 
achievements to cloud his 


decisions? Certainly not! If 
it is true that Gavaskar got 
Bedi ‘sacked’, it was well 
done. His performances 
were so disastrous that one 
day somebody would have 
had to resort to such a deci¬ 
sion 

At the end of his nasty 
article, Mr Wadhwaney 
gives Gavaskar a sermon on 
sportsmanship. Maybe he 
has forgotten that each time 
Bedi lost a series, he bad a 
ready excuse. He said the 
ground conditions were 
poor in New Zealand tn 

1976, In the West Indies the 
same year too many boun¬ 
cers were bowled against 
the Indian batsmen In 1976- 

1977, the English bowlers 
used vaseline on the ball, 
and in Australia in 1977- 

1978, the umpires were 
biased. Finally, in Pakistan, 
the atmosphere was nut 
ideal for cricket. Whether 
Bedi was correct or not in 
his statements is nut the 
point. The point is that he 
could never accept defeat 
like a true sportsman. 

Not satisfied with his cri¬ 
ticism against Gavaskar, Mr 
Wadhwaney goes on to 
launch a futile tirade 
against Bombay cricketers 
Let It be known that the 
Bombay cricketers have 
contributed more to the 
cause of Indian cricket than 
cric'-eters of any other part 
in India 

What makes one really 
laugh IS that Mr Wadli- 
waney claims that he is a 
journalist wearing a garb of 
neutrality He has actually 
given a thoroughly one¬ 
sided account of Bedi's 
achievements and Gavas¬ 
kar’s drawbacks 

Bedi then questions 
Gavaskar’s criticism of man¬ 
ager Durrani But Bedi, who 
prides himself on being hon¬ 
est, would have done the 
same if he were in Gavas¬ 
kar’s place It must have 
been frustrating for the en¬ 
tire team to have had an 
incompetent man like Dur¬ 
rani at the helm. 

After going through the 
interview one cannot but 
conclude that both Bedi and 
Wadhwaney are “little men 
with no manners ” Sport- 
swarld would do well not to 
publish such scandalous 
articles in future which 
actually serve no purpose 
but to undermine Indian 
cricket and cricketers. 

GUL-FRAAZ EZEKIEL, 
Madras. 

THOUGH a hot con¬ 
troversy is likely to be fan¬ 
ned by the interview with 


Bidlan SinA Bedi, there is 
much truth in Bedi's '«o- 
called allegations. First, it is 
undeniable that Bedi him¬ 
self ms excluded too early 
from the Test side. 
Although Bedi committed a 
few nustakes on the 1978 
tour to Pakistan, he was 
made a target of all kinds of 
criticism and ultimately 
dropped as captain of the 
side. On the English tour of 
1979, Bedi put up a fine 
display, but he was not 
given enough chances there¬ 
after. Bedi's first successor 
was Dhirai Parsana who had 
shown a lot of promise in 
domestic cricket. But in the 
two Tests he played, he 
bowled only 20 overs (four 
of these were bowled as a 
medium-pacer). A promis- 
^ career was thus nipped 
in the bud due to injudi¬ 
cious handlii^ at the team 
by the captain. 

Again, Bedi is fully justi¬ 
fied in having allegra that 
the Board has been panial 
to Sunil Gavaskar, while 
other players (including 
Bedi himself) have been 
pulled up for violating the 
terms of the Board. But 
Gavaskar has committed 
such offences several times 
in connivance with the 
Board. He even escaped af¬ 
ter having dubbed our selec¬ 
tors “court jesters”. Then 
there was the controversial 
walk-out at Melbourne. 
However, the Board has al¬ 
ways treated Gavaskar 
favourably. Recently Gavas¬ 
kar was made a member of 
the committee to frame 
rules for curbing indisci¬ 
pline among the players. 

JAOaS M. BHATT, 
Bombay. 

IT is an open fact now 
that Bedi is a victim of a 
conspiracy, but he has never 
said, as is evident from the 
interview, that Gavaskar 
was instrumental for his 
ouster. Mr Wadhwaney 
makes a clever attempt at 
defaming Gavaskar by mak¬ 
ing the interview appear as 
though every word has come 
directly from Bedi’s mouth. 

I just cannot understand 
the relevance of the last 
paragraph of the article. Is 
It connected with Bedi’s re¬ 
tirement or his ouster? In 
fact, it was the coup de 
grace on the part of Idr 
wadhwaney to blame 
Gavaskar for Bedi’s retire¬ 
ment. 

SHRnCAMT, 

Hyderabad. 
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Ian Tampleton and Tom Foiman 
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N0W Yoife: The roulette wheels spun, the dice clicked, and 
the bar was doing a roaring trade at the local church annual 
bazar. Then dunng the ouess-the-weight-of-theHiaKe con¬ 
test, the cops appeared. The bar, it seems, was unlicensed, 
the gambling Illegal and minors were caught drinking. 
Embarrassed priests, shame faced nuns and nervous 
parishioners closed shop but at down it was business aS 
usual while the congregation prayed that for once the cops 
would turn the other cheek. They did. Truly the Lord works in 
wondrous ways. 

OUT FOR A DUCK 

Las Vsgas: Admirers of Donna Duck will be pleased to hear 
she's recovenng from the arrow wound in her heart The 
latter was the result of a poor shot by an indifferent 
marksman and put Donna in the news However, the femme 
fatale may have more heart trouble when she returns to her 
pond Her mate's been seen chasing another duck around 
the golf course in her absence! Just practising, see'’ 

JOIN THE CLUB 

Manchester Even ads c^n be sporting Such a one in a 
foreign magazine carries the following message. "Give the 
other man in your life 300 karate lessons For just £50, we'll 
post him 300 nightly vouchers to show his wife, issue 
progress reports and penodic coloured belts. Occasionally, 
we'll arrange for him to show a black eye or broken clavicle 
and generally ensure that when he leaves you and goes back 
to her at midnight in a sweat and fit for nothing, she'll remain 
totally unsuspecting ” Unless, of course, she too becomes a 
member 

B. TELLIS 



^OU/rfA COINClDBSlC£,.,IN A eOLF 
TOUI^NAMENT OVBfl WB WBEKBMP I 
BEAT A SUV NAMED FIEAMPTDN^ " 
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Team lacks sufficient experience 

ASHOK KUMAR, former Indian hockey captain, assesses the team 
selected for the World Cup this winter at Bombay 


T he idea of a national hockey team 
which is a proper blend of youth 
and experience is a commendable one 
indeed. But the IS-member squad, 
which the Indian Hockey Federation’s 
selection committee announced after 
the coaching camp at Fatiala, does not 
have experience in sufficient quantity. 
There is only one really experienced 
player in the team—and that is captain 
Surjit Singh himself. There should 
have been a few more players of his 
experience. 

True, vice-captain and goalkemier 
Ashok Dewan is a former World Cup 
and Olympic player. But he had been 
ignored after 1976. For a player in 
international hockey a five-year gap is 
a very long one. There is always the 
danger of his losing touch with the 
world scene. The same is the case with 
half-back Onkar Smgh. He was in the 
1975 India team, but after that nothing 
was heard of him. After such a long 
gap It IS not always easy to rehabilitate 
oneself 

In a half-line, which is not as solid 
as it should be, Baskaran would have 
been an asset. Let us not in the least 
forget the World Cup in Bombay in 
December will be played on natural 
grass. The selectors may think that he 
IS unsuitable for international hockey 
on artifical surfaces on which the 
game is more exacting But he is still 
quite all right for natural grass. His 
presence would have made a lot of 
difference. 

Somaiya of Bombay is by far the 
best among the halves selected He has 
a proper hockey sense The selectors 
have placed their confidence in young 


think he needs to develop the knack of ce 
establishing a rappoit with his col- bi 
leagues. Young Ravinder Pal, who has to 
been selected for the centre-half berth Zi 
is nothing extraordinary He is filling m 
up the pivotal berth because of lack of P< 
Gmwai strikes home against the visiting USSR team 


the right type of players for this posi¬ 
tion. 

As for the forward-line, like so 
many other people I also am at a loss 
to understand how Charanjit Kumar 
came to be selected. After a few open¬ 
ing minutes of India’s first match in 
the Moscow Olympics last year, he has 
had little competitive hockey. So the 
selectors have had little chance of 
seeing him perform in actual match 
conditions. He was not even seen at 
the Inter-Zonal Tournament after 
which 44 players for the Patiala camp 
were selected. Surprising indeed. 

Among the seven forwards selected 
there are two right-wingers and two 
left-wingers, one of whom, Syed Ali, is 
versatile enough to play on both wings. 
So where was the neecl to select a man 
like Charanjit, especially when a 
talented player like Jalaluddin was 
available? I am sorry for Jalaluddin 
Having played with him for a few 
years 1 felt that he had come to the 
stage when a player matures and de¬ 
velops the vital sense for the game. 
His omission is an error He mould 
have been preferred to either Charan¬ 
jit or Gomes. 

The seven forwards do not include 
a specialist centre-forward. It is a pity 
Amarjit Singh Rana finds a place only 
in the standbys. Surinder Singh Sodhi, 
who has been preferred, is, strictly 
speaking, not a centre-forward. With 
Sodhi to lead the attack one feels that 
It will not carry enough punch. Here I 
would point out another mistake that 
was committed at the time the 44 
probables were selected. It was the 
omission of Sukhbir Singh Grewal. The 
selectors were not quite fair to this 
centre-forward in judging him on the 
basis of his performance in only one 
tournament—which was the Inter- 
Zonal m Delhi in May. In that tourna¬ 
ment Grewal was not his natural self. 
Perhaps the training at the Central 
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Jalaluddin—his exclusion could prove costly 


Zone camp at Lucknow had something 
to do with his performance. In one 
month there, they followed a routine 
which might not have suited him. 
From my own experience I can say 
that one month is too short a time to 
develop perfect physical fitness and 
improve one’s game Sometimes these 
rigorous routines can have an adverse 
enect. Grewal was a very different 
player when he toured Malaysia with 
the Indian Airlines team in June. I 
should know 1 was there 

As for inside-light Merwyn Fer¬ 
nandes and the left-wing pair of 
Mohammed Shahid and Zaffar Iqbal, 
there can be no two opinions. But even 
these players need to mature further. 
Shahid, of course, is a very fine indi¬ 
vidual player. But even he could be 
more useful if he could develop a 
better combination with his centre- 
forward and outside-left Zaffar, the 
best left-winger we have, could learn 
from Pakistan's Samiullah. Samiullah 
had an instinct for the position of his 
colleagues even as he was outpacing 
the opposing defence and so few of his 
centres would go to waste. 

I have been asked to compare this 
side with past sides in which I have 
played. In my view our team of the 
1973 Amsterdam World Cup was the 
best Indian side of the last decade. 1 
am afraid the 1981 India team does not 
compare favourably with the 1973 
team in any department, in physical 
fitness or for sheer hockey still. 

The idea of making the senior team 
play against the junior team during 
their training at Jullundur is a good 
one for which the federation should be 
commended. But I would also suggest 
that it arrange for marches between 
the India World Cup tehra and former 
senior players. 1 am lure such a step 
would help the present set of India 
players to learn and improve. 

A* KW n A COWEStONOeNT 
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Ashok Dbwwi 



man Both are fallible But the poor 
goalkeeper is judged differently A 


an ffmn' of judgment by a goalkeep 
«r win be termed fatal It is good to 
see a goalkeeper being honoured, 
at least for a change 

ODalkeepers have lew sym 
patbisers When things go bad for 
him or fatS team But do we ever 
pause to think of the problems our 

g or underprivileged goalkeepers 
va to faie 

Goalkeeping in modem hockey 
hi pot thb same dung old-timars 
tear* uPed t«. take the emnpqient. 
m Iona leading goal- 

Imppetrs m the rest of the world 
Mire got acctistonled to wearing 


The type of padded kickers useo by 
our gmdke^ers fore quite cumber* 
some on snificW’tarf which is 
watered before and after each 
game Once the kiOkers soak the 
water they become too heavy for 
the goattceepem. For*^ aoklkeep- 
ers have gm( oker am oimculty by- 
doing away wUh these padded kick¬ 
ers altogether. What about getting 
the boott-type kicloWs used abroad 
for opr own goaBceepers? Not on 
the eve of a maior^mpaign but 
well iir advance so mat they have 
enough tune to adjusted to the 
new Ktckers Luckdy. the World 
Cup at Bombay will be played on 
natural grass. But there is little 
tune to lose if we are also thmkmg 
of preparing for the Asian Games 
> One understands that at the 
1 Patiala camp the eight goalkeepers 
rwho were vying for the two final 
k berths weie promised chest guards 
Imanufactured by the Jtdlundur 
firm of F C Soadni But even these 
were not procured. Our goalkeep 
ers are second to none in courage 
But do we have to continue expos 
ing them to danger till a fatality 
occurs «ome day^ A goalkeeper 
accustomed to protective equip 
ment is not a coward Frotecnve 
equipment only gives Mm added 
counge to dimharge his duties 
Most of our goalkeapers stray 
into the business by accident Some 
day some one asks a bey to stand in 
goal m place of an absent player, 
and the chance is that a new goal 
keeper is txwn That was exactly 
how Dewan was introduced to goal 
keeping Tdl then his first love was 
soccer—which, of course, proved an 

S saet m his new vocatum. The tram 
(tg of gpaBceepers u a long and 
arnous mncass 

Luekuy fbr Ae present lot at the 
I <ampa, ware is a maar like De 
•amuthu ta coach them Un 


tuoities Our goalkeepers, under 
the new rules, wiU have to think 
twtm before rashly kickbg away. 
The new rules also provide for a 
penalft comei agamst a goaUte^ 
er kicking the biul hish or 
Hie days of cheap thnBs are over. 
One hopes our custodians have 
• been giydh a proper mounding in 
the rulies and made to do away wiA 
(dd habits winch Could now prove 
costly 

AD said and done, what our 
goaUceepers badly need is a feeliim 
of security Even by our standards 
goalkeepers in the last decade have 
been changed too rapidly One 
could even lose count of the 
changes made since 1971 when 
Cednc Pereira kept goal for India 
It was Fredenck in 1972, Charles 
Cornelius in 1973, Leslie Fernandes 
in 1974, and Dewan in 1975 and 
1976 nil he was replaced by Chhetn 
after the 1-6 defeat bv Australia at 
Montreal In the 1^78 World Cup, 
Chhetri was out and Fredenck and 
Oiympio Fernandes found favour, 
but not for long Olvtnpio was di*> 
carded aftei the 1978 Asian Games 
where Allan Schoefield also played 
Arvind Chhabra made an mtema 
ttonal appearance in the Karachi 
Champions Cup but could not find a 
place ui the 1980 Olympic team, 
Chhetn coming back again with 
Schoefield Now both are out De 
wan IS back, with Negi as the other 
goalkeeper 

It IS difficult to prosper for play 
ers constantly fearing dismissal at 
the first failure Goalkeepers must 
be given the tune to build up tfaeir 
confidence->confidence which 
should not be allowed to lapse mto 
complacency Our hockey adminis¬ 
trators would do well to bear this ui 
mind 

A CXIRRESPONDENT 




















































Heavy burden eii a yeung side 


ASHOK KAMATH 

Y ou did not have to be a crmal- 
Razer to predict that Surjit Singh 
Randhawa, or simply Surjit Sin^ as 
we all know him, would be back in the 
saddle as India’s hockey captain. Many 
will no doubt contend that in asking 
Surjit to lead a rather youthful team in 
India’s fonhcoming international en* 
mgements the national selectors— 
Musrs. Inder Mohan Mahajan, Nandi 
Singh, Raiagopal, Gurbux Singh, Ja- 
man Lai Snarma and Raj Kumar (yes, 
there are six of them with Mahajan 
bein^ the chairman—only meted out 
poetic justice to the left full-back from 
Punjab. It may be recalled that Surjit 
was the captain-designate to the Mos¬ 
cow Olympics until he was sMinmarily 
dismissed by the All-India Council of 
Sports (AICS) chieftain Sam Maneck- 
shaw on grounds of ‘indiscipline’ dur¬ 
ing the pre-Moscow camp. 

And the man, who swore he would 
not play for India ever, again came 
back when Messrs Mahajan and Co., 
took over the reins of Indian hockey 
administration last December. 

While announcing the list of 18 
players from the first list of 44 prob¬ 
ables, the national selectors did not 
fish out any ‘wild card* from up their 


sleeves. Of course, as always, there 
have been a couple of border-line 
cases, but all told, there was nothing 
dramatic in the list announced on July 
31. (Possibly, this was because all the 
drama had been reserved and spent 
when the first list of 44 probables was 
announced. Remember the Baskaran 
fiasco?) 

At 3i0, Surjit is the oldest and most 
experienced member of the team. 
Bom on October 8, 1951, in Batala 
village of Puniab, Surjit captained the 
Indian Universities team on a tour of 
Australia and came very close to mak¬ 
ing it to the Munich Olympics team as 
a young lad of 21. The story that did 
the rounds after his non-inclusion in 
the Munich Olympics contingent was 
that he had altered the then IHF big 
boss A-shwini Kumar by not agreeing 
to sign up with the Border ^curity 
Force (Kumar was the Inspector- 
General of the BSF). Bur with his 
talent, Surjit did not have to wait long 
to get full India colours. He was 
selected for the second World Cup at 
Amsterdam (1973), thus beginning an 
international career which was 
marked by some strange ups and 
downs. 


Syed Ah (centre) m actfon m the Inter-Zonal hockey meet at Delhi 






Mervyn Fernandes 

The first such occasion was an inci¬ 
dent which occurred during the pre- 
Buenos Aires World Cup (1978) 
coaching camp. Provoked by ‘certain 
statements’ by a selector ‘against the 
Sikh community’, Surjit, along with 
Baldev and Harcharan, left the camp 
in a huff. The entire episode, replete 
with allegations and counter¬ 
allegations, left a bad taste in the 
mouth and led to Surjit missing the 
Buenos Aires World Cup tournament. 
Thankfully, better counsel prevailed 
after the dust had settled down and 
Surjit came back into the team for the 
Asian Games that followed later that 
year. 

Sharing the chore of policing the 
deep defence with Surjit will be young 
Rajinder Smgh (born January 7,1958) 
of the Railways and Vineet Kumar 
(born January 6, 1959) of Indian Air¬ 
lines. Both these former Universities 
stars came into the Indian team for the 
Esanda International at Perth in April 
1979 and have a reasonable amount of 
experience behind them. 

With Dun); Dung out of the reckon¬ 
ing and Davinder Singh not reporting 
for the camp, the choice of possible 
panners for Surjit in the deep defence 
narrowed down to Rajinder, Vineet, 
Varinder Bahadur and Manohar Top- 
no. The first two mentioned gpt the 
nod without much difficulty, but the 
promising Vannder Bahadur will have 
to wait in the wings for some time 
more. He is among the reserves 
announced. 

Under the Indian crosspiece, one 
saw the name of Ashok Dewan coming 
the moment he was appointed captain 
of the Centra) Zone team for the 
inter-zonal tournament which pre¬ 
ceded the selection of the 44 prob- 
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ables Ashuk made a splash in the 
third World Cup at Kuala Lumpur m 
197S and was a member of the Mon 
treal Olympics team the following 
year But he never was quite given a 
chance to establish himself as a regu 
lar By ordei of seiiiontv it is but 
natural that he has been chosen as 
Surjit’s deputy in the present outfii 

Goalkeeping has been one position 
which has never seen a regular face in 
lecent years The only man who stuck 
to the job with a certain amount of 
success was Allan Schoefield, but part 
ly due to his outburst after the sacking 
of Baskaran and partly due to an 
injury sustained during the inter zonal 
championship last May, Allan did not 
find himself among the list of prob 
ables for the camp This Naw and 
Services custodian could well consider 
himself a ‘has been’, in view of the 
number of promising young claimants 
for his job It IS indeed a pity, consider 
ing that Allan is only atound 2‘i years 
old 

HE second goalkeeper of the team 
IS the former Universities star M 
R Negi who has quite a bit of expert 
ence as a junior Negi's selection over 
Airlines’ Arvind Chabbra came as a bit 
of a surprise although there can be no 
denying that he is shaping into a very 
competent goalkeeper who should be 
around for some time to come, given a 
slice of luck to match his undeniable 
talents 

One feels sorry fm' Chabbra not 


making the grade and I personally 
believe that theie is little to choose 
between these two lads lo Chabbra 
must go the distinction of attending 
the highest number of coaching camps 
in lecent years without actually mak 
mg It to the final 16 Perhaps these 
umpteen camps have made this aff 
able Delhi lad one of the fittest hockey 
players around To a lesser extent 
Calcutta’s bespectacled goalie Anand 
Mandapakka has also been a familiar 
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figure at coaching camps without hav 
ing graduating from the lunior to the 
senior ranks 

In the half line UP’s Rasinderpal 
Singh has come to stay as a competent 
centre half a position that came in for 
much experimenting after it was va 
cated bv Ajitpal Singh in the after 
math of the Montreal debacle kor 
anyone who watched some of India’s 
Moscow Olympics matches on televi 
Sion It was abundantly clear that 
Ravinderpal has tew rnals for his 
lace in the team, although there has 
een a tendency to make him play as 
right half, the position he started out 
with 

By the same token it would be 
suicidal to tiv young Somaiya in any 
position other than his favourite right 
half as has been advocated in some 
quarters Gurmail bingh could fit in as 
right half ot centre halt in case of 
injury to eithei of the current incum 
bents Ihe left halt position which 
deposed captain Baskaran claimed as 
a matter of light till recently, is a toss 
up between Railway’s Onkar bingh 
and the 19 year old baby of the team 
Sujit Kumar 

As for the forward line TatasM K 
Kaustiik should be a certainty to man 
the right extreme position with a little 
competition coming fiom Pun tabs 
Charanjit Kumar Chaianjit who nor 
mally plays in the inside i ight position 
for his team was sidelined during 
India’s Moscow Olympics match 





Does Charanjit really deserve a ptace? 


C HARANJIT KUMAR, who has 
been selected as one of the 
right-wingers in India’s World Cup 
squad of 18, is the son of selector 
Raj Kumar. It is, therefore, all the 
more important that his choice 
should have been based so firmljr 
on grounds of merit that it should 
have been beyond question. But 
were all the selectors thoroughly 
satisfied that the lad deserved a 
place on merit, and merit alone? 
One is not quite sure they were. 
The close set-up that is now running 
the affairs or Indian hockey is 
perhaps not aware of the heartburn 
and frustration this has been 
caused among the players who were 
not fortunate enough to be 
selected 


Selectors have not only to be 
fair. It is equally important that 
they look like being fair When 
Charanjit was chosen among the 44 
probables for the Patiala coaching 
camp he had not even been seen in 
action by the selectors at the Inter- 
Zone Hockey Tournament in Delhi 
in May. Charanjit was then nursing 
an injury. Defending his selection, 
Mr I. M. Mahajan, onairman of the 
selection committee and president 
of the Indian Hockey Federation, 
had then said chat he had seen the 
right-winger perform in a tourna¬ 
ment at Madras and was satisfied 
about his form. Now one is distres¬ 
sed to learn that Charanjit was not 
fully fit during the Patiala camp 
also and could not go through the 
entire training grind the way other 
players did because of a recurrence 
of his old malady of piles. 

Some discards at Patiala com¬ 
plain that Charanjit made a single, 
all-too-brief appearance at the 
actual trials in July-end. To be able 
to ^et .selected on the strength of a 
solitary showing not even extend¬ 
ing to a half-hour the player should 
be a true genius or a wizard, espe¬ 
cially if be can find favour over the 
heads of such fine right-wingers as 
Aiyanna and Jalaluddin. But is he 

S enius or a wizard? Discriminating 
ockey followers are afraid he is 
not. 

Even as the team was being 
finalised at Patiala Mr Mahajan 
expressed his opinion m a New 
Delhi television programme that 
there need not be undue worry 
about the right-wing berth when a 
playei like JaJaluddin was avail¬ 
able, or something to that effect 
One IS now left wondering what the 
opinion was worth 

Players like Jalaluddin and 
Aivanna must now be asking them- 
I selves if they had not been wasting 
' their time staking their claims for a 
I right-winger's berth. In sympathe- 
I tic ^rcasm, one of them at Patiala 


was asked to try his hand at some 
other positioni 

At some stage later, two players 
will be dropped from the World 
Cup party. One of these will have to 
be a forward. Unless Charanjit sud¬ 
denly shows talent out of this world 
while on the tour of Europe, one 
fears for M. K. Kausbik. 



Charaniil Singh 


Once long ago an important vol¬ 
leyball official went to the extent of 
risking an u^y showdown in his 
efforts to find a place for his son, 
not a particularly merited player, 
in the country’s team. It led to a 
situation where the Indian Olympic 
Association stepped in to recom¬ 
mend withdrawal of the team from 
the Asian Games. The incident has 
been recalled to remind the sports 
public as to what length people can 
sometimes go to further the in¬ 
terests of sons. 

When the IHF executive met in 
New Delhi to formally approve the 
team, one member is reported to 
have suggested that an additional 
centre-forward would have been 
more useful than two additional 
wingers. But it was a lone voice. It 
was claimed that Gomes of Bombay 
could fill in that role and there the 
matter ended. The federation, one 
fears, is becoming a set-up of ‘yes’ 
men. This is hardly in the best 
interest of hockey. Independent 
opinion, even dissent, must be en- 
counted by the decision-making 
coterie. 

The criticism against the latest 
exercise in selection is chiefly on 
two counts. The halfline is too brit¬ 
tle and the attack lacks real strik¬ 
ing power. 

To come straight to the point, is 
Sujit Kumar, who will be 19 in 
December, an adequate replace¬ 
ment for the discarded Baskaran? 
Sujit was named among the 44 
senior probables, but was training 
at the camp for the juniors at 
Lucknow True, Sujit gave a good 
account of him,self at the Inter- 
Zonal in Delhi last May, but it was 
not the type to put him straight¬ 


away in the sune , class as a sea¬ 
soned campaiimer Hke Baskaran. 
Some tend to ^ew Sajit’s selection 
as a desperate measure by the 
selectors who were unable to find a 
good-enough left-half at Patiala. 
But one would be surprised to learn 
that the selectors had made up 
their mind in advance. Whichever 
way it is. they cannot escape critic¬ 
ism on procedural grounds. They 
were selecting a juayer without 
even getting hun to take part in the 
trials. 

As for the lack of striking power 
the selectors' had themselves to 
blame because in May they had 
omitted a man of Sukhbir Grewal’s 
dash and enterprise. The case of 
Grewal should serve as a lesson for 
the coaches. The conditioning prog¬ 
ramme that he was made to follow 
at the Lucknow coaching camp be¬ 
fore the Inter-Zonal camp had the 
opposite effect on him. All players 
are not made the same way. Train¬ 
ing schedules should suit players, 
not the other way about. Tne 1973 
World Cup hockey team was what it 
was because of the way the training 
charts were drawn up. Many factors 
have to be considered when doing 
this, including the time available 
and individual needs and capacities 
of each player. 

Nobody will at least find fault 
with the selection of Surjit Singh 
and Rajmder Singh as full-backs. 
Railwayman- Rajinder, the find of 
the tour when the Russian team 
visited Indie last spring, is the man 
to watch. Surjit, the new captain, 
needs no introduction. Now that he 
has been rehabilitated, one hopes 
the episode of the 1980 summer, 
when he was sent back from the 
BaMalore capip by Field Marshal 
S. K. F. J. Kfonecksfaaw, president 
of the Au InHia Council of Sports, 
will be completely forgotten like a 
bad dream. 

But whatever has happened to 
Davinder Singh, one of tpe dead¬ 
liest strikers of the ball? He left the 
camp because of “personal 
reasons”. According to some play¬ 
ers at the camp, they are too per¬ 
sonal in nature to pomit a public 
discussion. Amrding to others, he 
left because oi a sudden Spintual 
call. Whatever the treasons, pnc sin¬ 
cerely impes he has not be^ lost to 
hockey for good. Howeven Vineet 
Kumar has been given his impor¬ 
tunity. It is up to him now to moke 
the best use or it. In modem hockey 
the third full-back is as important 
as the regulars. Indeed, there have 
been occasions in the past when a 
full-back has gone into the battle 
straight tram the bmich to save the 
day for Indiai 

A CORRESPONDENT 


against Tanzania, and a whisper cam- 
aign has it that it was the presence of 
is father, former Olympian and cur¬ 
rent national selector Raj Kumar, 
which assured him of a berth in the 
final 18. 

In any case, Charanjit must have 
been run close ^ Airlines* Jalaluddin 
and Services’ Aiyanna, not to speak of 
Gurcharan. Merwyn Fernandez should 
comfortably fit the bill in his favourite 
right-inside position with his friend 
from Bombay, Gomes, hovering 
around to do duty in case he is called 
upon to do so. I cannot really see 
Gomes as a centre-forward, which 
means Surinder Singh Sodhi will be 
the sole ‘regular’ spearhead to the 
attack. None of the specialist centre- 
forwards in the list of probables— 
Amarjit Singh (Moscow Olympian, 
Railways), Sushil Topno (Services), 
Amardeep Singh (Punjab) and Lak- 
winder Singh (Universities)—have 
found a place in the team. 

The dazzling Mohamed Shahid has 
not a single rival to match his compe¬ 
tence in the inside-left position while 
there are two candidates in the team 
to partner Shahid on the left Airlines’ 
Zaffar Iqbal and UP’s Syed All. After 
making his international debut on the 
tour of Afghanistan and later New 
Zealand, Syed was a member of the 
Montreal Olympics team and the 
World Cup side at Buenos Aires two 
vears later Zaffar Iqbal replaced Syed 
for the Asian Games and vice versa for 
later competitions and these two lads 
will no doubt fight hard to make it to 
the final eleven 

HE average age of the Indian team 
IS 23 and beginning in the last 

S S Sodhi -will spearhead the attack 


week of August, there is a hectic 
schedule of international competi¬ 
tions. The first instalment of it all will 
be the tour of the USSR from August 
28 and India will go on to take part in a 
six-nation tournament in Italy from 
September 3 to 6 The other countries 
competing in this tournament are 
hosts Italy, Kenya, Argentina, USSR 
and Poland From Italy the team 
moves on to the German Democratic 
Republic and hops across to play the 
West Germans in a series of Test 
matches. The Indians round off their 
tour with visits to Spain, Holland and 
Belgium—which involves, in all, 
almost one month. 

This team will no doubt provide the 
nucleus of the one that will do duty in 
the World Cup at Bombay m Decem¬ 
ber this year, with slight additions or 
subtractions here and there The tour 
of Europe will no doubt help us assess 
where we stand in the world of hockey 
today, especially after our Moscow 
Olympics title-triumph last year, when 
most of the big names did not partici¬ 
pate. 

If the performance of Pakistan on 
their tour of Europe last June is any 
indication, India is nut likely to find 
the going easy Pakistan, who will he 
defending her World Cup title at Bom¬ 
bay this year, has a totally tiew-look 
team of youngsters and this may have 
contributed to their un-world- 
champions-like performance The 
world champs slid to a pathetic fourth 
in the PIA Champions Cup last Decem¬ 
ber, and this coincided with their 
drastic intusion of young blood as 
replacements for the old warhor.ses 
who took them back to the top at the 
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Buenos Aires World Cup (1978) and 
most of the major hockey titles in the 
'following two years. 

Pakistan's track record on the 12- 
day European tour should make fol¬ 
lowers in this sub-continent sit up The 
only really convincing win they reg¬ 
istered was against the Nethei lands in 
the four-nation Peugeot Trophy in Am¬ 
sterdam when they beat the hosts 5-2, 
and the three-cornered fight in Poland 
where they beat the host 5-1 Paki.stan 
were held by the Netherlands and 
Australia in two eailier matches But 
what IS unnerving in the Indian con¬ 
text IS Pakistan's two lo.sses against 
Poland (one'a second stung side) on 
the natural grass sutface No doubt, 
India’s performance on the forthcom¬ 
ing tour will be keenly watched not 
only in this country bur also in neigh¬ 
bouring Pakistan 

After India's P.uropeaii tour rheie is 
the four-Test match series (two in 
India and the other two in Pakistan) 
which .should capture the imagination 
of hockey lovers in both these coun¬ 
tries An identical senes pnoi to the 
Buenos Aiies World Cup diew ciowds 
the like of which was seen nevei 
before in Bombay and Bangaloie and 
the proposed series should, without 
doubt generate as much oi more in I 
teiest India was soundly drubbed in I 
the fust three Tests on that occasion, | 
with Pakistan ‘diplomatically' losing 
to India in the fourth 'uid final Ic.i i 

Howevei, an additional handicaii | 
foi out playeis is going to be the 
so-called ‘expenniental itiles’ fiom | 
September 1 this veai I 

Goal' Ashok Dewan and M R N'egi 
Full Barks; Siiriit Singh, Kajinder 
Singh and Vincet Kumar 
Halves: Somaiva, Gurmail Singh, 
Rasinderpal Singh, Onkar Singh and 
Sujil Kumai 

Forwards; M K Kaushik, Charanjit 
Kumar. Meiwyn Fernandes, M 
Gomes, Suiindei Singh Sodhi, 
Mohamed Shahid, Zaffai Iqbal and 
Syed All 
Standbys; 

Goal; 

Arvind Chabbra 
Backs: Virender Bahadut 
Halves; Carvalho and J Tirkey 
Forwards: Ravi Kumar. A Rana and 
Rajindei Singh (Universities) 
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Gavaskar should 
tighten the reins 

This move, claims former Australian Test cricketer JOHN 
BENAUD, will ensure greater success for India. The Indian captain 
needs to forget his pre-occupation with his own batting, 
instead spending more time urging his team-mates 

to greater glory. 

E ven trom a vantage point as far I That may be a pity, a course too I one-day results were washed awav 
distant as Sydney, Australia it is hasty, if one takes into account the fielding so diabolical even a fifth fi 


J_«distant as Sydney, Australia it is 
always a little startling to see how 
precise, and often bitter, are the post¬ 
mortems on a failed Indian Test team 
There is none of that here None of 
the interviews granted by captains and 
managers in which they go so far as to 
even comment on team petsonalities, 
umpiring and so on Our team leaders 
are so aware of the nakedness of their 
backs that they save forthright com¬ 
ments for the right moment a win 
In the case of losing, we much 
prefer to ask ourselves whether or not 
the selectors have chosen the right 

f ilayers And indeed, the poor Austra- 
ian performances that preceedcd last 
summer's success against India and 
New Zealand had evoked lust that 
response 

Among those selectois whose name 
was suggested for the chop was none 
other than that gieat all-rounder Alan 
Davidson. And it seems to me, asses¬ 
sing the judgments of Indian cricket 
fans, and noting the intense question¬ 
ing ot Gavaskar and Durrani after the 
tour, little Sunil may be justified in 
fearing a similar fate 


That may be a pity, a course too 
hasty, if one takes into account the 
problems the great batsman not only 
faced on that Down Under tour, but in 
fact created for himself as the team 
dragged itself down in what seemed to 
me to be a morass of self pity. That was 
brought on by an indiffeient build up 
to a first Test that left the Indians 
crushed in three days by the searing 


One should never take too 
much note of New Zealand 
tours that are tagged onto the 
end of major Australian tours. 
There can be nothing else for a 
touring team than letdown 


pace of Lillee, Hogg and Pascoe. 

It was compounded almost im¬ 
mediately when Gavaskar admitted 
his batsmen were worried by such 
pace and sent the Australians in on 
that perfect second Test pitch Com¬ 
pounded more when all the good earlv 


one-day results were washed awav by 
fielding so diabolical even a fifth for¬ 
mer would have blushed. 

In Test cricket there is no place for 
self pity Gavaskar was never strong 
enough of personality to rid his team 
of this frailty He, and especially tho.se 
youngsters in the paity, instead 
hoped—indeed longed for—the day 
when all would be resolved by the 
world’s greatest opening bat rekind¬ 
ling his reputation. Of course, his 
reputation had preceeded him 

M uch headline play was made of 
the statistical fact that he was so 
close to the mighty Bradman’s record 
of Test ceniuries Once, it was even 
suggested he might catch Bradman on 
the tour It would have been quite a 
catch—he was still six centuries be¬ 
hind. A three-Test senes, a century in 
every innings...hardly Cricket might 
be a funny game but even its peculiari¬ 
ties don’t go quite that tar 

In retrospect, Gavaskar failed to 
cope initially Against an obscure out¬ 
fit from outback West Australia, he 
strained ribs, left the field with 
Chauhan as captain, then gut a first 
ball duck when he batted at ten 


Pascoe and Trovor Chappel' the lirepower ol the Aussies backfired in the last series against India 
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The embarrassment such a fate 
may have caused the little champion 
paled beside the game result—India 
were beaten. By a rabble of country 
bumpkins They lost for one reason— 
they were too complacent. The ap¬ 
plication was not there. A danger sign. 

I Much had been made of Gavaskar's 
157 in the game before, the tour open¬ 
er, against West Australia More 
should have been made of this flop, at 
least within the team Because second- 
rate opposition though it may have 
been, it was a one-day limited-over | 
affair and, as such, represented the 
type of cricket that India would be 
called on to play a great deal of during 
the tour 

Time was short to the major games. 
Surely a ripe time to fashion tactics, to 
assess players’ strengths and weaknes¬ 
ses, and most important, approach. 
Yet the strong head so obviously 
needed was missing in the next vital 
game too 

Gavaskar missed the South Austra¬ 
lian game because of the rib strain and 
a second innings batting debacle, ii\ 
which the order was strangely re¬ 
versed, reeked of recklessness As did 
Gavaskar’s decision just a few days 
before the first Test to hand over the 
captaincy to Vishwanath so he, Gavas¬ 
kar, could concentrate on his batting. 
It was suggested the move was a 
striking success because Gavaskar 
made 79. 

Everyone else forgot—except the 
! sad-looking Vishwanath, I suppose— 
that Vishy had been having deep trou¬ 
ble hitting runs too. He made three 
Imagine how his confidence was furth¬ 
er shattered And assuming that the 
theory with Gavaskar standing down 
was to help his batting, why then did 
he re-assume the captaincy for the 
1 Test? 

If one was to be harsh with Gavas¬ 
kar, one would have to accuse him of 
irresponsibility to his team In fact, 
even question whether his tempera¬ 
ment was sufficient to withstand the 
demands of captaincy. Just as peculiar 
was his questioning during that lead 
up game of something published about 
him in a Press information kit. There 
have been a few Test match captains 
worried by such trivia at such an 
important moment on a tour It’s hack¬ 
neyed, but It’s right—that phrase ab¬ 
out leading by example 

A nd as the tourists watched Greg 
Chappell mount his double cen¬ 
tury onslaught in that first Test, some 
of them may well have wondered ab¬ 
out that Especially as Sunil had made 
only a duck and ten 

Leaving aside the point that even 
the greatest must fail sometime, one 
had to marvel at Chappell’s authority 
and Gavaskar's indecisiveness. 1 am 
inclined to agree with Gavaskar him¬ 
self when he says the season in English 
County crickePhas waylaid his once- 
excellent footwork andi even his con- 
I centration. 

I But to have allowed it to linger on 
into the first Test must have bad a 
I harrowing effect not only on himself 



but all his expectant team-mates. His 
post-tour comment chat his form did 
not worry him until New Zealand 
seems ill-considered in the face of his 
pre-Test stand-down. And then, iater, 
before the second Test when team 
manager Durrani announced Gavaskar 
was “on the verge of a lot of runs” Too 
much was expected in the way of a 
personal contribution from Gavaskar’s 

It was also expected of Chappell, 
but the Australians are resilient 
enough never to rely on one man. 

That was apparent in the second 
Test in Adelaide when the Australian 
captam made only 36 out of 528. And 
the current Australian team touring 
England does not seem to be doing too 
badly without the Great One. 


It is unfair to compare Gavas* 
kar with Greg Chappell as a 
captain. Chappell had four 
go^ seasons to adjust to this 
type of cricket, three with 
World Series and another 
tough one against Brearley’s 
men and Lloyd’s in that dual 
tour 


It was cleai in Sydney that the 
other Indian players could not produce 
the courage to rough it out with Gavas¬ 
kar gone, Patil excepted After the 
Sydney debacle iheie were Press re¬ 
ports that there had been angry scenes 
m the Indian dressing room. Gavaskar Border m art attacking mood 

Lawson, Ya/lop and Lillee reclining during net practice 





had rapdttfdly-uttered some.telling 
commehts on attitudes. 

We, Australians, have a saying ab¬ 
out “the wheels falling off” men 
things are going badly. It seemed India 
was down on her axles. And, of course, 
we all laughed when Gavaskar won the 
toss in Adelaide and sent us in on that 
flat batting strip and we made the 
huge score. 

And we gave one ol those knowing 
chuckles wnen Gavaskar announced 
that his players would imagine the 
Australians were really Pakistanis to 
try to induce some of the spirit that 
won them-that series not long before. 

And we said “Told you so” when 
the Indian camp agreed they were 
quite worried fay the prospect of facing 
that terrifying fast bowling trio on the 


Too much Was expected of 
Kapil, a great bowler and 
batsman and fieldsman. How 
he must have wished for a 
partner of Ghavri’s heart but 
of twice his pace! How he must 
have been disgusted at the 
lack of purpose in the Held of 
his team-mates! 


first morning of the Test 

Yet Gavaskar, and many more, can 
properly look back on that Test and 
consider it the turning point of the 
tour. At least the team went into that 
game with an objective. Not to lose. 
The plan was to play for a draw and 
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t|ien'wia in Melboorne whem the pitch 
^uld be ideal for India. 

There'waa even some good derived 
of the fact they went perilously 
dose to losing after seeming to be 
holding well on the final day. That was 
when Vengsarkar and ^Sharma were 
victims of diabolical Australian umpir¬ 
ing errors. 

Gavaskar showed a refreshing 
cleverness after the game when he 
announced that touring teams who 
visited India always complain about 

umpires.Australian unmires are as 

good as Indian umpires. Of course, he 
undid It all in Melbourne when he 
himself got a bad decision and tried to 
lead a team walk-off. 

Still, Adelaide showed the Indians 
could indeed f^ht hard, and I would 
have to say Gavaskar foxed Greg 
Chappell. 

C LEAR though the inference was 
that the Indians were afraid of the 
Australian pacemen, it was not neces¬ 
sarily foolish of Gavaskar to admit it 
during the game. He said “We knew 
there would be life m the wicket the 
first morning and I did not want to let 
Lillee and company have that advan¬ 
tage”. 

Greg Chappell was so impressed by 
this utterance that he actually sent 
India in at Melbourne And that of 
course meant Australia had to bat last 
on that biute of a pitch. Fans will 
recall that Australia managed less 
than a hundred, and the series was 
squared 

One should never take too much 
note ot New Zealand touts that are 
tagged onto the end of major'Austra- 
lian tours There can be nothing else 
for a touring team than letdown. Con¬ 
ditions are tnvariablv colder, pitches 
are entirely different. 

Neither England nor even the 
mighty West Indians have succeeded 
in New Zealand following close on an 
Australian tour Better to look more 
closely at the Australian tour itself, 
the make-up of which was quite fore¬ 
ign to the Indians, with its double 
tasks, the one-day World Series games 
and the Tests. 

If these are to be the norm then 
touring captains must sort out their 
pnonties very early. The days of good, 
solid four-day build-up, games are 
gone. Touring teams must be balanced 
differently too. For instance. I am at a 
loss to understand just why India sent 
two ’keepers They would have been 
much bettef served sending another 
batsman qr bowler as one-day support. 

Gavaskar could have done with 
some help in that direction. A margi¬ 
nally better showing in that form of 
cricket could well have done much to 
boost the confidence at Test level. 
That was never going to be while the 
fielding was as oad as it was. Doshi 
was very poor. 

I notice Gavaskar too made refer¬ 
ence to the voanoer members of the 


tide nsiiig their feet. One can only 
wdnder uray he wat not firmer with 
them. Again, one wonders if his tem¬ 
perament is not strong enough. Of 
course, it is not only Australian tours 
where the format mil be quick, one- 
day and fewer Tests. Already the Au¬ 
stralia tours to England have changed 
markedly. I envisage many of those 
island games in the West Indies being 
replaced by one-day internationals. 


T hese are necessarily harder tours 
than of old. More than ever, the 
captain must be a disciplinarian. 
There are none of those easy games to 
have a letdown, as Gavaskar found 
early on this tour against the West 
Australian country team. 

Eveiy pame is vital in the build-up. 
It is unfair to compare Gavaskar with 
Greg Chappell-as a captain. Chappell 
had four good seasons to adjust to this 
type of cricket. Three with World 
Series and another tough one against 
Brearley’s men and Lloyd’s in that 
dual tour. 

He was on home soil And he knew 
he was backed by a great fast bowling 
trio, the developing greatness of Kim 
Hughes, and a side, that although 
relatively new, had become quite ex¬ 
perienced at Test level and in the 


If Gavaskar is to take India 
along to a new strength on the 
international scene then he 
will need to quickly develop a 
strength of character that was 
missing for the most part here 
in Australia 


vagaries of the one-day game 

Gavaskar was lumbered with a fair¬ 
ly new side whose make-up neither 
revolved around spin nor pace. We 
were assured it was a side which would 
bat well, but when things went badly 
for the stars, it was dear the others 
were ju.st that much short on experi¬ 
ence. 

Too much was expected of Kapil, a 
great bowler and batsman and field- 
man How he must have wished for a 
artner of Ghavn's heart but of twice 
is pace How he must have been 
disgusted by the lack of purpose in the 
field of his team-mates. Perhaps this 
led to friction between Kapil and 
others. 

Where was Gavaskar in these mo¬ 
ments of crisis? Greg Chappell stood 
for no nonsense when he was building 
up the Australians to their cuirent 
level of achievement. Gavaskar seems 
to have indulged in some. If he is to 
take India along to a new strength on 
the international scene then he will 
need to quickly develop a strength of 
character that was missing for the 
most Dart here in Australia. He must 



Km Hughes, who seems to be gaming a tot of 
expenence 

not be totally pre-occupied with his 
own batting success He must spend 
more time considering his team-mates, 
urging them to greater deeds En¬ 
couragement that should be given in 
the quiet of a dressing room or hotel 
room, mind you, not in the Pies-,, as 
was so often the case here in Australia. 

All those faults were missing once 
India set her course in the second Test. 
Success followed. 
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Sportswortd Exclusive 


FOURTH TEST: 
Another nail 
in Australia’s 
coffin 

TONY LEWIS reports from Edgbaston on the 
fourth Test, which Australia, surprisingly 
enough, managed to lose—again 



G lory BE! it happened again 

Australia, in their own words of 
^im masochistic humour, snatched 
defeat from the jaws of victory, tor 
the second time At Headingley thev 
I failed to make IJO to win in the last 
innings. This time, at Edgbaston on a 
much better wicket, 151 was beyond 
' their reach 

At Headingley they were 18 runs 
short and at Edgbaston it was 29 runs 
They retreated to the hotel at the end 
of It, silent and humble Ihey had 
failed to withstand the immense press¬ 
ures of Test cricket They sat around 


Geoff Boycott is svrrounOed by jubilani spectators alter the victory 


in their rooms and sipped cool drinks, 
the odd one appealed in the bai, but 
only bnefly 

What thev had to face was their 
personal weaknesses The two Tests 
weie theirs tor the taking- they should 
have been thiee-nil up by now and 
safe They aie not. They are two-one 
down 

If, in games, you believe that some 
men are born to win and others to lose, 
then you will understand that Austra 
lia's last dav was about a communal 
collapse of moiale and resolve, rather 
than any technical weakness with the 


Botham gives vent to his toy after the victory 

bat They are not a very good batting 
side and this knowledge kept England 
hoping and trying, but you did not 
have to be very good to get 151 on a 
slow Birmingham pitch which turned a 
little and bounced rather unevenly on 
the low side. 

Having collap.sed twice in sight of 
certain victories, will Kim Hughes’ 
side be able to reverse the process 
when the chance comes at Old Traf- 
ford or at The Oval’ 

They will have one huge motivating 
loice—shame England, on the othei 
hand, understand hovs they can bully 
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pusillanimous Australians. If, at 
Old Trafford, they can only set the 
tourists 50 to win, they will still be¬ 
lieve that they are m with a chance 
This has not been so much a cricket 
match at Edgbaston, but a kangaroo 
transfixed by a lion 

This amazing Test match also did 
another thing for many watchers They 
no longer argue that the captaincy of 
England should be given to one of the 
eleven chosen as long as he is chosen 
on merit. Few would argue that Brear- 
ley is d good enough batsman to be 
included, but he proved to everyone 
on the final day how proper leadership 
works. 

First of all his presence has given 
Botham great release from all his 
roblcms. Botham himself said, after 
e received the Man of the Match 
award, that he had not believed that 
he had a bowling role to play in the 
final stages He could see how Willis 
and Emburey were the key figuies 
Had he been captain he would not 
have bowled moie than halt a dozen 
oveis Biearley gave him 14 and he 
took five wickets lor eleven runs He 
took Australia’s last five wickets foi 
one run in 26 balls Yes, they batted 
like children, across the line, but still, 
Botham had the cool to bowl straight 
He hit the stumps of Kent, Marsh 
and Aldeiman, had Biight Ibw and 
Lillee caught behind the stumps off 
one of the rare wide ones Brearley 
further biought the best out of Willis 
Willis has a new lea.se of life—his 
hundredth’ Over went the early wick¬ 
ets of Dyson and Hughes No one was 
easy against him. 

Biearley set Emburey's field with 
cool skill He surrounded the batsmen 
with close fielders, sometimes three. 


David Cower is rauohl ti\ Allan fio'dpr in' 26 

and occasionallv four (a tamiliar sight 
in India when Venkat and Piasanna 
were at their peaks) Then he omitted 
the middle iing of fielders except toi 
one on each side of the wicket, wide 
mid-off, and wide mid-on, and the rest 
were sent to the boundary 

The Australians either blocked the 
ball or slogged it None of them man¬ 
aged to play the ball fiimly through 
the close ring There was some brave 
fielding too, by Botham and Gatting 

So, twice Breailey has defended 
small targets and has brought the best 
out of his side They are confident in 


his judgement He is fnm and tan Oh', 
and bv the way, his 48 was the highest 
scoie of the match 

Kormei England plaveis weie 
generous in the pi,use toi a tine 
match, but the one wind on all their 
lips was ‘‘luibelieveable” Tins mav 
sound carping, but the standard of 
play was mediocie These two teams 
could plav tw'ti more Tests like this 
They are both vulnerable standauls 
are low ft is like watching two 
heavyweights, both of whom have 
glass taws 

“Kings ain’t what they used to be,” 
but It IS very exciting, all the same 
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Spot report 


What price a 
South African 
Packer-styie 
circus? 

ASHIS RAY 

RICKET and politics, especially 
cricket and the South African 
question have become inseparable It‘s 
been oft-repeated in Sportsworld that 
cricket is passing through a very test¬ 
ing time and that the ICC meeting that 
took place recently was going to be 
crucial 

Fortunately, the approach adopted 
at the conference last month proved to 
be a pragmatic one, and the danger 
that threatened world cricket after the 
Robin Jackman incident in Guyana 
has been largely defused And this is 


because South Africa’s application for 
re-admission was flatly rejected, and 
happily enough, Sn Lanka was in- 
cluoed into the fold. 

But a slight tension between the 
white and non-white Test-playing na¬ 
tions lingers, and this has been illus¬ 
trated by the West Indies withdrawing 
their invitation to New Zealand on the 
grounds of the latter’s rugby links with 
the Springboks Yet another develop¬ 
ment, and a positive one, is the TCCB’s 
decision to take action against County 
players venturing on a visit to South 
Africa with a team of Test calibre. 

The cancellation of New Zealand’s 
trip was officially announced by the 
secretary of the West Indian Cncket 
Board, Harold Burnett, at Port of 
Spain. He said “Certain governments 
of the West Indian terntones have 


indicated to the Board that the New 
Zealand team would not be welcome” 

Antigua, Jamaica and Guyana have 
publicly made known their opposition 
to the New Zealand cncket tour 

Of course, this has come as no 
surprise The president of the New 
Zealand Cricket Council, Robert 
Vance, told this correspondent in Wel¬ 
lington in February last that his body 
was “Watching events in the West 
Indies (meaning the Jackman affair) 
ve^ closely” and it appeared that 
objections might be raised by the 
Caribbean authorities against some of 
his players, notably Richard Hadlee, 
who has played in South Africa, and 
indeed, openly admitted at that time 
that he was considering another offer 

It was evident that the NZCC would 
not bow to any restrictions in terms of 
team selection, and moreover, after 
the dissatisfaction of the West Indians 
with the umpiring in Kiwi-country the 
last time they were there, not a great 
deal of bonhomie was expected to be 
generated between members of the 
two sides during the proposed return 
visit This was another factor that 
made New Zealanders a bit hesitant 
about undertaking the assignment 


Obviously, the fact that the South 
African Rugby Union team was 
allowed into New Zealand, and the 
government there did nothing about it, 
set the seal on the matter, which, 
incidentally, is in violation of the re¬ 
solution passed by the six member 
nations at the last ICC meeting The 
actions of other sporting bodies should 
not affect cncket, being the gist of the 
motion 

However, India, as had been 
nimoured, will not replace New Zea¬ 
land Some months ago it was being 
suggested that India would go to the 
West Indies in addition to New Zea¬ 
land. But the technical committee 
meeting of the Cricket Board in Srina¬ 
gar favoured a dropping of the idea, 
after the chairman of the se'ection 
committee, Polly Umrigar, reportedly 


oppoledthe concept. It is said that he 
received the backing of die captain, 
Sunil Gavaskar, and that, more or less, 
clinched it 

Their argument was quite sound. 
India are scheduled to tour England in 
the first half of the summer next year, 
which means that the visit will bemn 
no later than the end of April, and that 
would involve the squad coming 
straight to this country after complet¬ 
ing the Caribbean circuit, which would 
have dragged on till the third week of 
April. 

In any case, to face the toughest 
unit in the world after six Tests at 
home this winter could well have been 
to the dertiment of India’s perform¬ 
ance in England, where, over and 
above, the first segment of the season 
is a much stiffer examination tor toui- 
ists. On the two occasions that india 
have done reasonably well in England, 
namely in 1971 and 1979, both senes 
took place in the second half 

The Test and County Cncket Board 
move IS also an apparent contradiction 
of the line taken by the English Cnck¬ 
et Council during the Jackman fracas 
The TCCB has sent a letter to all 
first-class cncketeis playing in Eng 
land warning them that if they 
accepted an invitation to tour South 
Africa with a side of Tt.st standaid 
that IS being raised t« go rlure they 
would jeopaidiso their >haiucs ol 
playing fur England 

Earlier, the Cricket Council's re¬ 
sponse to the deportation order set ved 
on Jackman was that they did not 
consider that his pieseme in the Eng¬ 
land touring ream in Guyana infringed 
the spirit or letter ot the lileneagles 
agicement Of course, the I’CCB >.ircu 
lar does not go the lull distance as 
plavers have not been disbarred from 
coaching in South Africa or taking part 
in the Clime Cup competition 

It’s been public knowledge for 
quite some time that business in¬ 
terests in South Africa have been keen 
to end their countiy's isolation in 
cncket, and to ‘attract’ the world’> 
finest crickeie.s to perlorm in front of 
their crowds Holiday inns. South Afn 
can bieweiics and South African Air 
ways have been mentioned as conten 
ders to sponsor such a tour Before 
making a positive move they waited 
until the recent ICC meeting, at winch 
South Afiican delegates were given 
little encouragement to think that 
they are any nearer to being brought 
back into the set-up 

Of course, the TCCB have treaded a 
cautious course and instead of using 
the word ‘shall’ in their threat, as they 
did when issuing a note on similar 
sanctions after Kerry Packer’s intru¬ 
sion into the game, they have opted for 
the word ‘could’ They were afraid of 
interfering with trade practices and 
falling foul of the law. In 1977. they 
finished up by losing £ 2,50,000 follow¬ 
ing a famous high court judgement. 
But they are pledged to preserve the 
status quo, and this should be ap¬ 
plauded by the non-white countries, 
who now command a maiority in the 
ICC. 
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Profile 


Karsan 
Ghavri: 
the gritty 
afl-rounder 

HARESH MUNWANI 

CCTTK i.s not a champion He will 
XXnever win a match for you The 
numbei of times he hits a century or 
(apuires five wickets in an innings will 
be very few But make no mistake 
about It Karsan Ghavri is of immense 


urilfty to the Mem. lie hu it in him to 
ciup in with the crucial wicket you 
have been wanting or score 30 runs in 
a very tight situation. And because of 
his tremendous versatility you can use 
him at any time” said Kim Hughes, the 
Austialian skipper about the Bombay 
all-rounder. 

At the end of the tour to Australia 
and New Zealand a lot of people were 
talking in terms of Ghavri’s retire¬ 
ment, that he is exhausted and needs 
to be replaced. ”1 am not finished. I 
still have a few years of cricket left in 
me I am going to work damn hard and 
if I do well in the early part of the 
season my chances of making the team 
to rake on England would be bright 
One thing I know I am still eager to 
play for the country” quipped Karsan. 

i'or Karsan Devp Ghavri, life began 
to look bright at the age of 17 when he 
was chosen as a member of the junior 
side to tour Australia. On his return 
from Down Under he was selected to 
play foi .Saurashtra in the Ranji Tro¬ 
phy Attei three years with them he 
decided to switch over to Bombay. The 


reason for switching sides was that 
was trying for a Rs 3S0 job with the 
Railways. But they said that they were 
going to take on an athlete that year. 
Another advantage of playing for Bom¬ 
bay was that being a premier side, it 
always qualified for the knock-out 
rounds of the Ranji Trophy which 
meant that you had three extra games 
in the national limelight.” 

He went on saying "While playing 
for Saurashtra your place in the side 
was guaranteed but the situation was 
different when you turned out for 
Bombay. You have to fight for your 
place there because of an abundance 
of talent all around All this inculcates 
a spirit of competition.” 

Ghavri made his Test debut against 
the West Indies. He revealed "1 ^ayed 
against the West Indians led by Clive 
Uoyd in 1974-75 in their match against 
West Zone. That was a non-event for 
me Next I was in the President’s XI to 
take on the Windies at Jaipur where I 
captured four quick wickets. On the 
basis of this performance 1 was 
selected for the third Test at Calcutta 
My inclusion in the team came as a big 
surprise. To say the least, I was shock¬ 
ed as 1 was not expecting it. I never 
thought I would make it to the Nation¬ 
al team so soon Initially I couldn’t 
believe my good fortune. In fact when 
my friends told me the happy tidings I 
thought they were joking ” 

Ghavri laments “The greatest 
shock came when I was not selected 
for ihe tour of New Zealand and West 
Indies ” Ghavri continued “I played 
three Tests in the 1974-75 series and 
later had good performances in domes¬ 
tic cricket to back my candidature for 
the 1975-76 tour to New Zealand and 
West Indies I was really disapjxiinted 
and disillusioned Till today nothing 
has hurt me so much as this At that 
stage I couldn't understand how it 
happened In fact, I was at such a low 
point that 1 even entertained thoughts 
of quitting the game ” 

“Fortunately I had a few good 
fi lends who advised me to forget about 
this and start afresh They encouraged 
me to fight and regain the place” 
Ghavri adds “I am glad I listened to 
them I made it back to the Test squad 
Though I may not have played all the 
Tests since then, the gratifying aspect 
was that at least 1 was in the reserves ” 
Ghavri adds “I have been a regular 
member of the Test side since 1978. 
Except in the West Indies I have 
played in all the other major cricket¬ 
ing countries Besides, 1 played league 
cricket in England for four years ” 
Ghavri, who has played in 39 Tests, 
completed his 100 wickets during the 
Sydney Test against Australia Not a 
very healthy strike rate for a front-line 
bowler He replies “Yes but initially 1 
was asked to get rid of the shine so 
that our spinners—Chandra, Venkat, 
Bedi and Prasanna—could come on 
This allowed me to bowl jdit four to 
five overs. The spin quartet itere real¬ 
ly good so I am not complaming. But, 
for any bowler to capture wickets, he 
must bowl a good spell. It’s only since 
Gavaskar was made captain that the 


Ghiuri anti skipper Gavaskar share a /oke at the nets 



20 




emphasis in our attack has shifted 
from spin to the faster stuff ” 

Somehow or the other Ghavri's abil¬ 
ity to spin the ball has not been fully 
utilised k he himself responsible for 
this, or is It that India’s captains do not 
have much faith in his slower stuff? “I 
myself never took it seriously When it 
came to the slower stuff we had the 
best guys in the business I was not 
expected to work wonders with my 
fingers. Chandra and company were 
expected to deliver the goods I con¬ 
centrated more on my medium-fast 
bowling I don’t even bowl spin in the 
net.s, with the result that I have no 
control over line and length The only 
occasion 1 am called on to bowl the 
slower stuff is when the regular spin¬ 
ners in the side are injured" 

Ghavn is in the Indian team as an 
all-rounder, but his batting has lagged 
behind His highest score is 86 Karsan 
shrugs his shoulders and says “1 really 
like to clout the ball It’s my natural 
game I like to go for my shots If vour 
side’s score is 6 wickets down for 75 
runs, obviously you cannot play that 
type of a game Under this situation 
you have to play a tight game and 
possibly give support to the batsman 
at the other end I am not saying 1 
don’t like to fight I like to take on a 
challenge bur what I am tiying to say 
is that 1 cannot play mv natural game 
in such situations” 

G HAVRI, who has scored 913 runs 
in Tests for an average of 21.23 
feels "I go to bat at number eight or 
nine. At this position, the opportuni¬ 
ties you have are limited. With my 
kind of game, the ideal time to go in to 
bat is when the side has got 350 on the 
board. My highest score was made 
against Hughes’ Aussies in the sixth 
Test at Bonuiay. I had not done well in 
that series and I knew that if I didn’t 
do well at Bombay I would be 
dnqiped’*. 

“I was aU keyed up for the big 
occaaon. I went and played my naninu 

n e, ning for my snots. Unfortunate- 
it WI was trying to place the ball 
betw e en mid-wideet and mid-on when 


the ball caught the top edge of the bat 
and spooned up for a dolly catch.” 

Why has he not been exercising this 
kind of concentration and detennma- 
tion more often? Why was it that he 
produced this knock only because of 
the fear of being dropped from the 
team? ”It’s like I said. I am not able to 
play my own game if six batsmen are 
back m the pavilion for a small score. 
In this particular match, when I went 
in to bat we had already notched up a 
good score. Kumani got a centiuy as 
nightwatchman chat day.” 

Karsan’s batting technique may not 
satiny the purists. Two distinct pecu¬ 
liarities exist. HiS bat comes down 
rather oddly from second slip during 
the back-lift. Secondly, before meeting 
the ball with his bat, his wnsts have 
turned a complete 360 degrees before 
contact Talking about his efforts to 
rectify the error, Karsan confesses “I 
tried to do the right thing as men¬ 
tioned in the coauing manuals but 
found that I was getting into all sorts 
of new problems. Exasperated, I just 
gave up and deaded to go back to my 
old style It has become part of me 
whether I like it or not ” 

As a player, Ghavri is well aware of 
his strengths and weaknesses. He does 
not have the guile of Denis Lillee, the 
accuracy of Andy Roberts or the rhyth¬ 
mic action of Michael Holding. Refer¬ 
ring to Karsan’s speed, one of his 
critics said “He bowls at a friendly 
pace" 

I or that matter, Ghavn does not 
look like a fast bowler. He is not tall, 
muscular or broad-chested but the 
affable Ghavn who measures S’ 10* 
and ti[» the scale at 74 kg has the 
heart and the determination of a bow¬ 
ler who IS willing to work for his 
wickets. He is certainly not lacking in 
stamina nor is he known as shirker. No 
matter what the odds are, he will be 
there to give his all The reputation of 
the batsman or the size of the score 
matters very little to Ghavn. 

During the 1979 tour to England, he 
was accused of throwing the ball Kar¬ 
san recalled “In the game against the 


MCC at Lords, Mike Brearley tras hit 
on the nose by one of my bumpers. The 
next thing I knew he was screaming 
“Chucker”. They were taking films of 
my action from all angles in the next 
match but the verdict was in my 
favour.” 

Was it a psychological move on the 
part of Brearley’ Did Ghavn become 
conscious of this allegation and as a 
result check himself? What were his 
reactions when be was being filmed? 
“I think Brearley was surpnsed that 
my bumper was faster than my normal 
ddivery. It M naturally going to leave 
the ground a bit quickly, because a 
bowler always puts in something extra 
to make the ball fly over the batsman’s 
head. It's a legitimate surprise weapon 
in the armoury of the bowler so he is 
obviously going to put in something 
additional It never bothered me. 1 
didn’t even know they were taking 
films of my bowhng action. If Brear- 
ley’s action was part of a strategy to 
unnerve me, it was wide of the target.” 

This apart, has Ghavn been called 
by any other umpire? Ghavn retaliates 
“No. But there was an incident that 
took place Down Under in one of the 
night games Greg Chappell, the Au¬ 
ssie captain was hit by a similar type 
of ball that hit Brearley Ian Chappiell, 
who was the expert commentator on 
TV said that I was definitely throwing 
Dunng the break Greg came up to 
Sunil and told him, 'Tell Karsan not to 
chuck.’ Gavaskar replied tersely, ‘In 
that case you tell Len Pascoe to play 
clean.’ I have played under all 
umpires. Nobody thinks 1 throw.” 

Karsan is not a difficult man. Nor 
does he expect you to pamper him. All 
this time in the luneli^t has not given 
him a big head. He remains shy and 
reticent. He entenams few ambitions 
and is modest. Ghavri declares “I have 
never thought in terms of captaincy. I 
don’t think I am cut out for it. I would 
rather do my own thing ” 

If there is one habit he indulges in, 
it IS good clothes. Sartonally con¬ 
scious, with his hair well groomed, 
there are times when you could mis¬ 
take Ghavri for a film star. 
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News : International 


World Gaines I comes a cropper 

It was the wrong time and the wrong place. While Bucharest 
hosted the World Universad, America had its own sports fest 
over at Syracuse, New York. Television ignored the World 
Games and so did the people. ARIJIT SEN reports 
from Santa Clara, California 

I T was unfortunate, but true. Sand- sltng) and a marchpast by athletes in nothing “Maybe some kind of mini- 
wiched between “Operation Medf- “go-as-you-hke-fashion” comprised the Olympics,” was the terse comment, 
ly (a massive Mediterranean fruitfly opening of what officials felt was the Santa Clara did not recover from 
eradication programme) and the most important event since the start of this early news void. The local uni- 
annual ritualistic Santa Clara fair, the the Olympics versity apart, very few in the bay area 

long-awaited World Games I came Having seen the clockwork pieci- knew what was happening. They did 
through merely as one more diversion sion with which international meets not even seem to care. What was billed 
in California’s bay area. Hundreds of are handled, I knew that the World as the “Olympics of non-Olympic 
local volunteers put in hours of work. Games did not have a chance There events” turned out to be more of a 
but labour was lost in near-empty were too many amateurs—well- localised fun fair Perhaps, not even as 
stands, an array of dissatisfied meaning but inexperienced—manning interesting as that, 
athletes and what is turning out to be a key positions. To begin with, publicity By one reckoning, of course, the 
disaster fell woefully short of present-day re- authorities were hit below the belt. 

The trend was set at the opening quirements—to the extent that, till a When they had first drawn up a list of 
cerenjony For anyone who had day before the event, not even a local disciplines for the World Games, box- 
attended the Olympics or even the San Jo.se newspaper earned a Ime on ing had found a place But pressures 
Asian Games, the July 24 “gala” was it. I remember making enquiries a from several quarters resulted in the 
just gall. Four parachute jumpers, a month before the Games was sche- axing of what could have been the 
school band (yes, it’s true—complete duled Even Los Angeles newsmen, major attraction of the Games. This is 
with a little girl who had an arm on a baiely a four-hour drive away, knew one of the highest rated spectator- 
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sports in the United States and would 
certainly have generated enough in¬ 
terest to draw crowds from several 
nearby cities including Los Angeles, 
San Fransisco and the State capital, 
Sacramento. 

But even before boxing, there had 
been a casualty Powerlifting, a sport 
that originated in the United States to 
accommodate weigbtlifters who were 
getting too old for the exacting labour 
of the parent sport, found itself at a 
loss when negotiations between the 
World Games authorities and the ma¬ 
jor television networks broke down 

These negotiations had actually 
formed the lifeline of the Games With 
the revenue expected from the TV 
rights, all the sports included in the 
meet would have been able to finance 
contingents. Simultaneou<;ly, there 


What went 
wrong 

O NE look at the result sheet 
proves that the premise of the 
World Games was wrong. The idea 
was to present a non-national meet 
where the idea of country-wise de¬ 
marcation was to be sidelined by 
that of sport-based identification. 
But that was not to be as all the 
offiaal listings contained, in very 
clear terms, victories on a national 
basis This was one round down for 
the Games officials who have been 
crying wolf for a long time now, 
complaining about the Internation¬ 
al Olympic Committee’s step¬ 
motherly attitude. 

It IS certain that the IOC has not 
taken kindly to the idea of a World 
Games competing for attention. But 
It should have had no quarrel with 
the World Games because it does 
not accommodate or even propose 
to accommodate the disciplines fea¬ 
tured in the World Games But the 
fact that World Games officials are 
carrying on with an idea of nation- 
based sports will not do it any good, 
though one knows that interest is 
generated only when national feel- i 
mgs are aroused. But caught be¬ 
tween Its professed aim and its 
means of survival, the World 
Games is in for a tough battle for 
survival 

At the moment, negotiations are 
on with England to host World 
Games II. One does not know 
whether this wiU bear fruit, but one 
can be reasonably sure that Eng¬ 
land will manage to publicise this 
meet better than it has been possi¬ 
ble to do in the US. For one thing, 
the pressure for prune time TV are 
less in the Umted Kingdom. For 
another, there is generally a higher 
level of curiosity in that country, 
which will help garner interest in 
the games, if and when the Games 
are held there. 

ARUIT SEN 


The winners 


BADMINTON 

Men’s singles Chen Cangic, tol- 
lowed by Morten Frost Hansen, 
Padukone and King 
Doubles' Sin Zhian and Yao Ximing 
(China) followed by Thomas Kihl- 
strom and Stefan Karlsson 
(Sweden) 

Women’s singles Chang Ailing 
(China) followed by Sun Ae Hwang, 
Koppen and Fumiko Tohkkairirin 
Women’s Doubles Chang Ailing 
and Liu Xia (China) followed by 
Nora Perry-and Jane Webster (Eng¬ 
land) 

WATER SKIING 

Men Sammy Duvall (USA) fol¬ 
lowed by Carl Roberge (USA), and 
Mike Neville (Aust) 

Women' Ana Mari (jarrisco (Vene) 
followed by Anita Carlman 
(Sweden), Karin Robeige (USA) 
(One world record was set and 
another equalled in the Women’s 
events) 

TRAMPOLINE 

Men Y Milord (Canada) followed 
by Steve Elliott (USA), Randy Wil¬ 
son (USA) 

Women. Beth Fairchild (USA) fol¬ 
lowed by Baibaia Lehto (Canada), 
and Christine Tough (Canada) 
TUMBLING: 

Men Steve Hlliutr (USA) followed 
by Randy Wickstiom (USA), Steve 
Cooper (USA), 

Women Angie Whiting (USA) fol¬ 
lowed by Kristie Lamen (USA) 
Stacey Hansen (USA) 

TAEKWENDO (A maitial art re¬ 
portedly more artack-oiiented than 
karate) 


would have been nationwide publicity 
of the Games, which in turn would 
have helped pupul-arise a4 the minor 
disciplines that have been knocking on 
Olympics doois for decades now 
But TV did not take up the offer 
Powetlifting officials found they could 
not finance the region-wise competi¬ 
tion (on a worldwide basis) that they 
had planned to do and so, lost the 
$1,000 fund they received from ihe 
Games’ organisers 

Boxing, of course, fell by the 
wayside because it was alreadv an 
Olympic spoil, besides being a Mecca 
for professional'• The squeeze came 
from both sides since they did not 
want a furthei division of the pie Thus 
It was that the World Games got under 
way at the Buck Shaw Stadium in the 
Lfniversity of Santa Clara, with tug of- 
war prehminanes immediately follow 
mg the opening ceremony 

There were several thrills and spills 
before ’.he 640 and the 720 kg finals 
were worked through, the first on the 
opening day and the .second on the 
next The events which featured seven 
contesting countries, were won by En¬ 
gland and Switzerland, respectively 
But the surprise of the entire meei 


Korea won nine of the ten weight 
divisions In the heavyweight, 
Canada's Darrell Hanogen just beat 
Chong-man Park of Korea for first 
place 

ROLLER SKATING: 

Marathon men’s 26-mile race: Tom 
Peterson (USA), Hermes Fossi (Ita¬ 
ly), Danny van de Perre (Belgium) 
Women’s mile race' Anne Lam- 
brechts (Belgium), Mary Barriere 
(USA), and M Dooley (also of the 
USA) 

SPEED SKATING; 

Men’s 20,000m Scott Constantine 
(NZ), Guisseppe Cruciani (Italy), 
Moreno Bagnoli (Italy) 

Women’s 5,000m. Monica Lucchese 
(Italy), Paola Sometti (Italy), Annie 
Lanbrechts (Belgium) 

ARTISTIC ROLLER SKATING: 

USA won foui gold, three silver, 

one bronze medal 

Italy—One silver, one bronze 

Canada and England—One bronze 

each 

POWERLIFTING: 

Jim Cash (lOOKg) world record 
Doyle Kennedy 

BOWLING: 

Men Arne Strom (Norway) 
Women. Liliane Cregon (France) 
Mixed Team Ruth Guerster and 
Chris Batson (Aust) 

BASEBALL: 

USA, Korea, Australia 
CASTING. 

Flydistance single handed Sieve 
Rajeff (USA), Peter Hayes (Aust) 
Olaf Forland (Norway) 

Flydistance double handed Steve 
Rajeff (USA), Chris Koricli (USA) 
Olaf Forland (Norway) 


came in badminton The world’s two 
leading players, Liem Swie King of 
Indonesia and Prakash Padukone of 
India, had come to compete There was 
also the finest women player, la;ne 
Koppen of Sweden But there were 
absentees, too Rudy Hartono, Irena 
Verawaiy were all missing, along with 
India’s Syed Mody and Ami Ghia The 
Indonesians ostensibly had an engage¬ 
ment in Australia, while the absence 
ot the Indians was inexplicable, even 
to Prakash, who had flown straight 
tiom his tempoiary home in 
Copenhagen 

But absenteeism was not the main 
aspect of this competition at the San 
Jose CIVIC auditorium It was the cleat 
domination of the Chinese, the un¬ 
known quantities in this sport Pra- 
kash had an easy draw till the semi 
final, but he met his match in Chen 
Changie. who won 18-14 and 18-16 
“His backhand spin service in the 
closing stages got me,” Prakash said 
after the match “But the Chinese are 
not invincible ” In the other semis, 
Liem came a cropper against unseeded 
Morten Frost Hansen, losing 14-18, 
15-11, 6-15 In the final, Chen won in 
three games, 9-15, 15 7, 15-12 


















The crowd and 

Crowds play an extremely important 
role in any sport. Sometimes, the mere 
fact that a side is playing before a 
home crowd inspires its players to 
perform miracles. The Calcutta soccer 
crowd Is no exception. SARAJIT DEB 
spoke to footballers Manash 
Bhattacharya and Surajit Sengupta to 
find out how fans can influence the run 
of play. These two senior soccer 
players, while voicing their frank 
opinions, have simultaneously spoken 
for the city’s footballing community 




Calcutta soccer 

I The questions 

I The following questions 
were put to the footballers, 
whose answers to the re¬ 
spective queries begin with 
I the corresponding num- 
■ bers. 

1. Did you faco an appraci- 
abla changa in crowd reac¬ 
tion when you first switch¬ 
ed from a smali team to a 
big ciub? 

2. Did crowd reaction have 
an important bearing in 
your first game for a big 
aide? 

r 3. What distinguishes the 
Calcutta soccer crowd 
^ from its counterparts in 
I other centres? 

« 4. Is this kind of treatment 

i detrimenjtai to a player? 

I 5. What kind of pressure 
can a crowd create? As a 
player, how do you react to 
this pressure? 

0. Does crowd pressure al¬ 
ways bring out the best in 
you? 

7. Does the fact that the 
crowd can put you on a 
pedestal one day and tor- 
: ment you the next, create 
I any psychological prob- 
I lama for you? 

I 8. What does it mean to 
I play in front of your home 
crowd? 

9. Some players switch 
loyalties. Does this black¬ 
list them in the eyes of 
their former supporters? 




MANASH BHATTACHARYA _ 

1. I started playing in the Calcutta 
League in 1973 In those days I played 
for Calcutta Gymkhana and my very 
first experience on the maidan was a 
novel one We played against Mohun 
Bagan and drew the match after I had 
scored the only goal for my side 

When the match began, the specta¬ 
tors naturally sided with Mohun 
Bagan, but after they tealised that we 
were playing well, they began cheer¬ 
ing us too. It so happened that after 


the match, the Mohun Bagan suppor¬ 
ters chaired me and escorted my team 
back to the Calcutta Gymkhana tent 
In 1976 1 was with Aryan That year 
we drew against East Bengal—again 
after I scored ihe equaliser That was 
my first goal against East Bengal, so I 
was naturally very happy, but my joy 
was not shared by the East Bengal 
supporters. They had reason to be 
unhappy It was the first seiious jolt 
they had received after six years as 
League champions 

As with mo.st footballers in junior 
sides, I always tried to play my best 


game against the bn; teams ’I hat is the 
easiest was ot gairiiiie iciogmtiori and 
coming into the limelight If a plas'er 
from a lutiioi side pertoims well 
against the big teams, he is discussed 
^ by the suppoi teis nl the big leams Let 
I me give sou an ex.iniple htrange 
I though It may seem, supjmrteis ot a 
I big team, sav Mohun Bagan, would like 
I to sec a junior player perform well 
I against the other big teams and will 
prai.se him if he does so 

However, if the same playei d»ic.s 
well against Mohun Bagan, they aie 
not very pleased abou* that' Yi-t, if the 






piayer m westion were to switch aue- 
giance to Mohun Bagan, they would 
welcome him with open arms. In such 
a case, they treat you like a folk hero. 
They cheer you, encourage you and it 
becomes hard to believe it was the 
same crowd that did not have a single 
word of encouragement for you when 
you played against their team. They 
are a peculiar lot 

2. After I left Aryan in 1977 to join 
Mohun Bagan, my first match was 
against my old team. Our forward line 
comprised Md Akbar, Md Habib, 
Shyam Thapa and myself In the first 
half, I missed sitter after sitter I also 
created a few openings which the 
other players failed to utilise. From 
the public stands, stones and other 
items were thrown on the ground and 1 
became the target. 

The first half ended goalless and 
when we were returning for our re¬ 
freshments, the members abused me 
and spat on me I was naturally very 
nervous. I told Sankar Banerjee (the 
present Mohun Bagan coach who was 
also with them in 1977) that I would 
not play any more I was able to tell 
him this because we come from the 
same place and 1 have known him from 
my childhood. 

But our coach, P K. Banerjee, in¬ 
sisted on retaining me and gave me a 
lot of encouragement In the second 
half, Bidesh Bose replaced Shyam Tha- 



A woman broaks into tears (top) alter the defeat of 
her favourite team (Below) Mihir Bose being 
gartanded by East Bengal supporters (Subhash 
Bhaumik seems applauding) after scoring a hat- 
trick dunng the 1979 season Is such treatment 
good lor the players^ 


pa, grfaldi meant this was the first time 
we were playing together. It was from 
his centre that 1 scored the only goal of 
the match and Bhombalda (Subhas 
Bhowmik) was the first to congratulate 
me after the match. It was m his 
position (on the right wing) that I had 
played. 

But what 1 cherish more than any¬ 
thing else was the feeling of elation as 
the same crowd that had pelted me 
earlier now chaired me and started 
chanting “Guru, guru”. It is an experi¬ 
ence rfl remember for a very long 
time. 

3. In Calcutta the supporters 
understand nothing but a win They 
will tolerate nothing short of victory. 
True, there is always a certain section 
among supporters in other cities that 
comprises fanatics, but this is not the 
case with the majority in other cen¬ 
tres That, then, is the basic differ¬ 
ence Outside Calcutta, they support 
the side that plays better. Here, in 
Calcutta, though, tension runs very 
high Wherever one goes he is sur¬ 
rounded by people telling him that he 
must score, or play well or something 
like that 

There is no freedom for a player 
here We are pestered everywhere at 
home, in the office 1 think we for¬ 
wards suffer more because it is goals 
that make the difference between a 
victory and a loss 






Bagaa, we faced a sieiilar rituation 
when we wtm the I/eame, bcadng East 
Bengal by only one pium. The pressure 
on us players is even ip-eater because 
personal prestige is involved along 
with the club’s prestige. This has a 
psychological effect on us and some¬ 
times it ruins our performance. At the 
same tune, the additional pressure in 
some of the big matches, does bring 
out the best in some players. 

7. This is part and parcel of a 
player’s life. Wnen a player enters the 
mound the thought is always at the 
back of his mind. But again one must 
get used to all this if one wants to 
succeed. 

8. The home crowd does play an 
important role and form a major asset 
for any big team. The home crowd 
creates tremendous pressure for 
opposing teams both psychologically 
and playing-wise. But this is not con¬ 
firmed to India only 1 think all teams 
play well in front of a home crowd. By 
way of example, let me point out that 
the last two World Cup tournaments 
were won by the host nation. 

9- This is the first time I have 
changed from one big club to another. 
I have heard a lot of stories from my 


1 will give you an example. We 
(Mohun Bagan) were playing the 1980 
Durand final against Mohammedan 
Sporting. They were the hot favourites 
and in Delhi they enjoy excellent 
support from the crowd. But when 
Mohun Bagan started playing well, the 
majority of the spectators who had 
started by supporting Mohammedan 
Sporting began rooting for us instead. 
They, in general, support the better 
team This kind of discretion is rare in 
Calcutta Of course, one cannot expect 
the East Bengal supporters to cheer 
Mohun Bagan if the latter is playing 
well. 

Supporters here are biased 

4. It IS not so much the question of 
whether it is good or bad. If one wants 
to play football, especially in Calcutta, 
one has to get used to it A player 
should be mentally prepared for this 
because it is expected that a player 
understands crowd psychology. 

5. It is very difficult to pinpoint the 
kind of pressure we face, but pressure 
definitely exists. It has a harmful 
effect on our game because our sup¬ 
porters want us to win at all costs. In 
order to do that, a goal is necessary. At 
times like that, we forget our natural 
game and concentrate on the hunt for 
a goal. That becomes the prime thing, 
not the game. 

6. They want the best from us all 
the time, but we are human beings and 
are bound to make mistakes. But one 
has to get habituated to all this. Right 
now we (Mohammedan Sporting play¬ 
ers) are under tremendous pressure 
because we are on the brink of win¬ 
ning the League after so many years. 
The difference between ourselves and 
our closest rivals at this stage (Mohun 
Bagan) is just one point and this adds 
to the pressure. But, in a way. I’m used 
to this kind of pressure. 

In 1979, when I was with Mohun 











Iritndi tbottt tfie traataent tlMy re- 
cehrad when diey iwitched loywties 
hut we (Bidesh Bose, Prasun Benerjee 
and myMif) have not faced such a 
situation. 

In fact, the Mohun Began suppor¬ 
ters still feel for us and are generally 
verv encoura^ng. Perhaps oiey have 
realised that it was not our fault that 
we left Mohun Bagan. Perhaps they 
still feel that we are part of them. In 
that respect, we are lucky that we 
have not faced any untoward incident. 


SURAJIT SENGUPTA 


1. A boy from a middle-class family 
embarks on a completely different life 
when he finishes his studies and be¬ 
gins workiiA He has this pmruliar 
iMling which he finds very dinicult to 
describe. It is the same sort of feeling 
a player experiences when he changes 
from a small club to a big one. 

ni illustrate the point. During stu¬ 
dent life, there are new eiqienences 
every day; examinations, interviews, 
clasm and the student tries to de¬ 
velop himself according to the situa¬ 
tion. He prepares himself mentally to 
face those tests mid is ready to go 


I throui^ the luaddiips that are neces¬ 
sary to acquire certain goals. Mthmi 
makes it easier for him is mat there is 
little mental pressure on him. There is 
only expecuncy. 

It is the same thing when a player 
turns out for a small team. His family, 
his fellow players and assorted weO- 
wishers, club officials, who act as guar¬ 
dians expect him to play weU. 

I was with Kidderpore in 1971 and I 
know that the dun officials never 
expected us to win against Mohun 
Ba^ or East Bengal. We tried to play 
well and were satisfied if we, the 
individual players, managed to per¬ 
form well. If we managed to draw, 
everyone was very happy. Even if the 
margin of defeat was ver^ small there 
was joy among the officials. 

In 1971, Kidderpore entered the 
fourth round of the Rovers Cup at 
Bombay. That was the first time the 
club had progressed that far and there 
was tremendous joy. The officials 
came to our dressing room and started 
dancing and the players were also very 
happy. But the moment one enters 
service life, another factor is added to 
expectancy, and that is dependence. 

When a player joins a big team, 
people expect a great deal more of him 


Police proteding East Bengal players against their supporters ' wrath after their lack-lustre perlormances in 
the current season. 



dumthfjf Hi jHrevioudy. This escalat¬ 
ing anpmation riowly turns into de- 
pmidence. And the moment depend¬ 
ence creeps in,'the additional burden 
bemns to cause mental pressure. 

Ihiring the 1979 Calcutta League, a 
Mohun Began pUver pmformed a hat- 
trick. I was with East Bengal that year. 
When I entered the field, some of the 
spectators said; "Surajitda, create a 
hat-trick for Shabbir Ali.” That is 
dependence. If I had played that 
match badly, the crowd would not 
have forgivmi me. They exited me 
to play well and they depended upon 
me to help Shabbir score a hat-tnck, 
because they knew my ability. I think 
these examples wilf illustrate the 
point. 

2- In 1972 1 switched over from 
Kidderpore to Mohun Bagan. Our first 
match of the League was against 
Sporting Union. My initial success in¬ 
volved figuring in the first eleven in 
my opening match for a big team. My 
next success was scoring a goal in that 
match. This kind of success affects a 
player in a way that is very difficult to 
explain. 

Perhaps this example will explain a 
part of it: A student after passing his 
examinations, applies for a clerical 
post in a particular office. He is called 
tor the interview and is offered the 
post of an officer in the same com¬ 
pany. He faces a similar situation 

3. Almost everyone will say that 
crowds outside Calcutta are not fana¬ 


tical and that they understand foot¬ 
ball. I do not think it is necessary to be 
a fanatic to understand football. Nor 
do I say that all fanatics understand 
football. Football has become a part 
and parcel of the life of Calcutta 
spectators. When I used to play for 
East Bengal, I knew a particular man 
who used to come everyday, not only 
for our games but also for our practice 
sessions. He was always there. He used 
to enter the ground at about 2 30 or 
2.45 pm, even during inconsequential 
matches. One particular day, I was a 
bit late. I entered the field at about 
3.30 pm when T saw this particular 
man entering through the gate. The 
people who manned the gates also 
knew him because he was so regular. 
They asked him why he was so late Do 
you know his answer? ‘'My son died 
today, and I have just come back from 
the burning ghat.” That is Calcutta 
crowd for you. 

In comparison, soccer outside Cal¬ 
cutta is played once a year in most 
places. That is, in the case of an 
important tournament. The maximum 
a spectator can devote to football is, 
say, 15 days* leave from his office 
That IS the difference between the 
crowd here in Calcutta and in other 
centres. The Calcutta fans will do 
anything to be at a match and one 
must remember the season lasts sever¬ 
al weeks in this city^ 

4. This depends. There is always a 
division in the crowd. KI say that the 
treatment we receive here is only 

g ood, 1 will be encouraging a section m 
lie qieaators. And if 1 say the treat¬ 
ment is bad, I will be maligning 



Salkia Friends oltiaals and players hug each other in toy after they held Mohun Bagan supporters jeenng at the Fast Bengal players after their defeat 

Mohammedan Sporting to a draw in the current League In the small teams in the presligeous battle of giants this year 

expectations are limited 


another section 

On the day of a match, a few bovs 
came to my house with prasad and told 
me “Surajitdd, we prayed to God and 
asked him to ensure that our team 
wins Please help us ” This definitely 
inspires a player On the other hand, 
after a player scores a goal, it is very 
often seen that a spectator enters the 
field and touches the players’ feet or 
puts a garland on the player The 
player can be physically nurt in this 
manner and it is wrong to enter the 
field and disturb the game That is 
bad, and one cannot support this sort 
of behaviour 

5 If, before important matches, 
players are allowed to rest for three to 
four days, 1 think it will help a great 
deal By rest 1 mean that we will 
practise and then go home and be far 
from the public, because it is they who 
create the pressure First there are the 
supporters who always say “You must 
play well,” or “You must score a goal,” 
or “We will have to win at any cost” 
and things of this sort This creates 
unnecessary pressure 

Then comes the question of dis 
tributton of tickets A section of the 
spectators are assoaated with the 
players, in some way or the other It is 
not necessaiy that they have to be 
relatives or close fnends, but they just 
know them They come to the players 
for tickets and it is not always possible 
for the player concerned to satisfy 
them This too can create pressure 
which IS very harmful 

Besides, this is all in addition to the 
pressure that already ensts before 
important matches we know that a 
loss or even a draw in certain circumst¬ 
ances will not satisfy the spectators 


of trouble 

Day in and day out, a section of 
people used to wait for me to shower 
me with abuse This year, while we 
were returning from Calicut after 
playing the Nagjee, I faced a peculiar 
situation We had reached the station 
at about 10 30 pm, but we learnt that 
due to some trouble the train would 
not leave till about 130 am 

There were two Bengalis at the 
station that night They were talking 
with the players and even takmg our 
autographs If I remember correctly, I 
had given one of them my automph 
When the tram was about to leave, 
however, they showered us with the 
choicest of invective and from what 
they said and the way they said it, it 
was quite clear that they were the 
supporters of a particular club 

Last year a similar incident occur¬ 
red We (Mohammedan Sportmg) were 
going to Knshnanagar to play an ex 
nibition match The train had sttmped 
at Ranaghat station and suddenly 
there was a rush for the compartment 
m which we (the players) were traveU- 
mg Suddenly, one particular boy fell 
at my feet and, shouting “Guru, guni” 
asked for my autograph Police mter 
vened and asked me to oblige him, or 
else there might be trouble But when 
the train left the station, it was the 
very same boy who led the others m 
cursing me This section of the suppor 
ters wait for you, at various places 
where they know you will appear and 
start abusing you. 

But they are not the majority I stdl 
believe that the maionty of the East 
Bengal supporters love and respect 
me 


who mi^t not take it sportingly De 
termination and confidence are good 
but pressure is harmful 

6 Never Pressure can never bnng 
out the best in anybody If there is 

P ressure from cenain quartets, it can 
nng out the best in a person physical 
ly but football >s not somethmg that is 
only physical lliere is a system and a 
method and the more we can plan, the 
better for us I can never produce my 
best form in those matches which 
create tremendous mental pressure 
7 One must get habituated to this 
kind of situation if one wants to play in 
Calcutta Initially it creates 
tremendous pressure, but we get used 
to It as we go along Nowadays we do 
not feel the difference, because we 
have adjusted to it and there is no 
additional pressure 

8. When you play in front of the 
“home crowd” you have a distinct 
advantage They want what you 
want—a win This boosts the team 
When we play against foreign teams 
outside India, we know that we are the 
weaker side and in most cases we lose 
the match in the dressing room itself 
But when we play the same opponents 
in front of our spectators, we develop a 
fighting tendency 

lake in the 1979 IFA Shield when 
we vEast Bengal) played against a 
team from South Korea The whole 
team played an inspired game and we 
beat uiem in the semifinal 

9. It does blackhst them in the eyes 
of their former supporters After I 
switched from Mohun Bagan to East 
Bengal m 1974, I did not face any 
untoward situation but when I 
changed from East Bengal to Moham 
medan Sporting m 1980,1 faced a lot 
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News: National 


CALCUTTA LEAGUE ' 

The race is still on 

As we go to press, Mohammedan Sporting and 
Mohun Bagan are still in the running for League 
honours, with the former leading the latter by a single 
point On the other hand, the third big team, East 
Bengal, dropped yet another point during the week. 
SUBHASH SARCAR and SARAJIT DEB report on 


the matches 

MOHUN BAGAN: Ai the time ut going 
to press, the supporters of the home 
team are still hopeful of winning the 
Calcutta League this year They are 
one point behind the leaders, Moham¬ 
medan Sporting and in order to remain 
in the running, they must maintain a 
clean slate, winning all their matches 
The first match of the week, against 
Rajasthan, was very important for the 
home side as Rajasthan, with some 
promising players in their ranks, have 
figured very prominently iii this year’s 
league 

Rajasthan made their presence fell 
as they started on a promising note, 
playing organised football They shot 
into the lead in the fifth minute of the 
match. Subhas Rav who has played for 
both Mohammedan Sporting and East 
Bengal, used his exjierience and sent 
the other fleet-footed winger Arun 
Nath with a through pass down the 


middle Arun cut in from the left flank 
and was chased by Sanjiv Choudhury, 
the Bagan right back. 

Arun got the better of Sanjiv by 
virtue of sheer speed and sent the ball 
home from an acute angle. The custo¬ 
dian, Pratap Ghosh was somewhat re¬ 
sponsible for the goal because despite 
the fact that he was standing at the 
near post, he could not stop the ball 
which found the small gap between 
him and the post Added to that, he 
dived too late 

It IS very often seen that after small 
teams score a goal they get bo^ed 
down and start playing defensive loot- 
ball But this was not the case with 
Rajasthan, who went straight into the 
attack and held territorial advantage. 
Had not stopper Subrata Bhattacharya 
and left-back Biswajit Bose (one wit¬ 
nessed another pleasinj performance 
from this young player) not risen to 


the occasion, Mohun Bagan would 
have been in further danger. Hie pivot 
of the Mohun Bagan team, Gautam 
Sarkar, was failing and so the attacks 
that were being built up were not too 
constructive. Only Amp Das made 
some inroads into the opponents* terri¬ 
tory. Perhaps thinking that he was not 
going to get much help from his fellow 
forwards, he started taking shots at 
the goal from outside the box. One 
such shot from the left comer of the 
box swerved and entered the far cor¬ 
ner of the net, beating the Rajasthan 
custodian Tarun Dutta all ends up. In 
fact, people in the stands had stmed 
shouting at Arup for having taken such 
a rash shot as they had thought the 
shot was going out, but it curved in 
beautifully to prove his hecklers 
wrong. 

After the interval, Mohun Bagan 
went all out for the lead but their 
forwards kept muffing chances, the 
worst offender being Ulaganathan 
when he had only the goalkeeper to 
beat About three minutes before full 
time, Ulaga sent a centre from the left 
flank. Both Arup Das and stopper 
Gautam Shome went for the header 
and Gautam, perhaps not being able to 
head the ball, brought it with by his 
hands and the referee did not hesitate 
in pointing to the dreaded spot. Sub¬ 
rata Bhattacharya, who had played 
good, sensible football throughout, 
made no mistake with a low grounder. 

Rajasthan coach Shyamal Bose 
faid' “My team was playing well but 
suddenly 1 do not know what hap¬ 
pened They started playing defensive 
football. About the penalty; I still 
cannot believe my stopper had to 
resort to such means. The Mohun 
Bagan players did not have an open 
goal and there were a few minutes left 
For the match to end.” 

Mohun Bagan coach Sankar Baner- 
jee said; “My players did not perform 
too well. Amp scored a very good goal. 
Subrata and Biswajit played very well 
in the defence.” 

The second match of the week was 
billed to be an important because Port 
Trust had defeated East Bengal just a 
few days previously With a lew play¬ 
ers in their ranks who represented 
Railways at the last Nationals, it was a 
much-awaited match, but it turned out 
to be a tame affair and Port Tmst 
seemed to lose heart from the very 
beginning. 

The home team beuji by attacking 
nght from the word go and for a 
change, the forwards combined weU. 
Arup Das and Surajit Sengupta work¬ 
ed hard and were verv well assisted by 
Sujas Bera. Amp paved the way for 
the first goal (in the fifth minute) 
when he send a through pass for 
Shyam Thapa, who got past two stop¬ 
pers with a deft dodge, beating the 
goalkeeper with a neat placement. 

Before Mohun Bagan scored their 
second jjoal, the lead could have been 
neutralised had striker Monoiit Das 
not fumbled in front of the goalmouth 
with custodian Pratap Ghosh at his 
mercy. The two goals that Mohun 
Bagan scored in the second half came 
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ci!De#fter another. From h tJlaganthan 
benore, Surajit send a cross to Amp 
Das, who made no mistake with a 
rising shot. The third goal for the side 
came from the boots of Surajit, with a 
deceptive shot after dodging past a 
few Port Tmst defenders. 

Port Tmst coach Achyut Banerjee 
said; “My players failed to fight. They 
did not combine well and whatever 
chances they got, they failed to util¬ 
ise ” Mohun Bagan coach Sankar 
Banerjee said: “My players played 
better than in the previous match.” 

EAST BENGAL: The home team is in a 
mess this year Added to the internal 
trouble prevailing, Monoranjan Bhat- 
tachaiya, their captain and most de¬ 
pendable defender has been called for 
the Asiad camp while the three Ira¬ 
nians, Majid, Jamshid and Khabazi, 
have left the city. It is a problem to 
field a side and any small side, pro¬ 
vided it plays with determination, 
would be capable of snatching a point 
from East Bengal This was proved in 
the match against Kidderpore, against 
whom East Bengal could only manage 
a draw. 

After the initial period, when the 
East Bengal forwards muffed a few 
chances, the home team shot into the 
lead, by virtue of what should be 
termed a fluke goal. A feeble kick by 
Josepli Machado hit the post, de¬ 
flected, hit a defender and entered the 
net yet again, giving custodian Tarun 
Bose no time to save the situation The 
lead, however, was soon neutralised 
when striker Uttam Chakravarty, uti¬ 
lising the misunderstanding between 
the two stoppers cut in and with a high 
volley send the ball home for the 
equaliser. 

That was a few minutes before the 
interval, at which stage Kidderpore 
enjoyed the better of the exchanges 
This trend continued in the second 
half but poor marksmanship deprived 
them of what should have been a 
well-deserved victory East Bengal 
also tried their best but could not 
make much headway They were so 
desperate that they substituted Pre- 
mnath Philip for Moti Singh in the 
forward line, but even this move 
failed. Kidderpore coach Nirmal Sen- 
gupta said- “My players played better 
and created many openings but failed 
to utilise them. I think we deserved a 
victory because their goal was more of 
an accident.” 

BUT in the second match of the 
week, East Bengal put up a much 
better show even though they retained 
more or less the same team that had 
drawn against Kidderpore. They beat 
Wari quite convincingly and the 4-0 
margin was a true indication of the 
superiority that the team held over 
their opponents. The man who guided 
them was none other than veteran 
Sudhir Karmakar, hero of many a 
battle. He was helped to a great extent 
bv another veteran Samaresh 
Cnoudhury, who did not have the 
speed, used through passes quite 
often, thereby puttmg the Wan defen¬ 
ders in trouble on many an occasion 


Subrola Bhaltacharya tackles a Ra/asthan plaver 

In the forward line it was Priti 
Ghosal who caught the eye and who 
was instrumental in the first three 
goals for his team They shot into the 
lead in the third minute when Some- 
nath Banerjee volleyed in a Priti cen¬ 
tre Pnti scored the second goal when, 
following a flag kick by Amalraj, the 
ball went to Moti Singh, who passed to 
Priti, who made no mistake from close 

The third goal followed soon, this 
time through a penalty by Samaresh 
Choudhury Priti was tripped inside 
the box by a defender and the referee 
did not have any hesitation in award¬ 
ing a penalty. East Bengal scored their 
last goal a few minutes before the final 
whistle when Moti Singh put the 
finishing touches to the ball after it 
had rebounded off the goalkeeper’s 
hands from a Somenath Banerjee shot 

Wari coach Amal Chakrabarty was 
too shocked “I simply cannot believe 
that my team played so badly I do not 
know what went wrong but it was a 
very poor performance ” 

MOHAMMEDAN S.C.: It was good to 
see the home team register a victory 
after their shocking draw against gut¬ 
sy Salkia Friends—regarded as the 
‘little giants’—in their earlier engage¬ 
ment. “Against Salkia we played with 
a few injured players”, said Abdus 
Sattar However, the comprehensive 
win over lowly-placed Customs has 
given back the black-and-white shirts 
confidence and they are back in the 


running for the coveted title Now they 
will have to win all their leinaining 
League matches if they ai e to take the 
prestigious title 

With the ab.sence of stalwarts Bhas- 
kar Ganguly, Prasun Banerjee, Shab- 
hir .Ah and Bidesh Bose who aie at the 
Asiad camp at Secundeiabad, Moham 
medati Sporting looked an unbalanced 
side on paper But thev were lucky 
that Kartick Seth was available to do 
duty for the home side, as he opened 
the account eight minutes after the 
start, off a Manash Bhattacharva 
centre 

In this lackluctre encounter, 
Mohammedan S C could have trium¬ 
phed by a larger margin had their 
forwards not fritteied away sevetal 
opportunities On the othei hand. C is- 
toms failed miserably to put up any 
resistance, with the result that the 
home side literally danced around the 
defence 

“Customs dominated the midfield 
foi some time hut they lacked penetra¬ 
tion That was all”, said Sattar He 
added “If anyone performed well it 
was their goalkeeper Kushal Baner¬ 
jee” Yes, Kushal did play well and on 
a number of occasions he foiled sure 
chances 

Realising the team's shortcomings 
without the foul Asiad probables Man¬ 
ash shouldered the burden in the 
frontline He gave teammate Kartick 
Seth the first goal, but the latter was 
the worst offender in the second half. 


Maidan musings 



I cUbt Bengal ^6 KiJderpore Tarun Bose of Kidderpore fists the oaii \ 
over the \.robspivco 


T he Mdhun Bagan play¬ 
ers enjoy a good rela¬ 
tionship among them¬ 
selves. The whole atmos¬ 
phere in the rent after the 
practice se.ssions is very 
jovial. What adds to the 
whole atmosphere is the 
fact that their coach. Sank- 
ar Banerjee, once played 
with some of the senior 
players in the side, and so 
they are on fi lendly terms 
The othei day two 
I smart voung girls entered 
1 the tent (afiet the practice 
sessions), introduced 
themselves and said that 
thev wanted to meet the 
: players Shivaji Banerjee, 
Ulaganathan and this cor- 
! respondent were sitting 
I near the entrance when 
thev came m Shivaji, the 
smart one said; “Yes, 
come in. I'm Shivaji Banci- 
jee and that is Ulaga- 
nathan ” 1 o which the 
gills replied “We know 
I you, but we want to meet 
the othei players” Shivap 
told them where to go and 
and then with a sudden 
grin he told me- “Do you 
want to see some fun’” He 
; called out to Sujas Bera, 
j who was sitting some dis- 
I tance away “Sujas, these 
girls have come to meet 
you ■’ One could not help 
but notice Sujas blushing 
I Later Shivaji said “Sujas 
is veiy shv because he 
comes from a village. He's 
yet to get used to the ways 
of Calcutta ” Alter the 
girls went away. Sujas i e 
quested Shivaji “Whv do 
you have to do this to me, 
Shivajida’" That foi vou is 
Sujas Bera and the atmos¬ 
phere -at the tent 

T he Mohammedan 
Sporting camp is 
understandably quite woi 
ried They are very near 
achieving the title after a 
lapse of 14 long years. But 
there can always be many 
a slip between the cup and 
the lip and that is w'bat 
they are all worried about 
Five of their players were 
at the Asiad Camp 
(although Kartick Sett la¬ 
ter reinforced their .side), 
so they had cause to worry 
They still have a few 
matches left and know 
that they have to win ev- 
.ery one in order to take 
top honours They were so 
worried that they recalled 
Md Akbar, who was on 
holiday in Hyderabad, his 
home town Almost all the 


Muslim players had left 
for home to celebrate their 
festival (Id) and it was 
expected chat they would 
nor be back before the 
stai t of the IFA Shield 
But, in spite of an injury, 

I Akbar liad to rush back 
because his team was in 
danger 

The morning practice 
sessions at rhetr ground 
have become very strict 
F.ven those who aie only 
slightly injured (like 
Akbar) are not spared But 
they do not have to go 
through the strenuous ses¬ 
sions the other players go 
through While the other 
players form two teams 
and play matches at one 
end of the ground, those 
that arc injured practise 
shooting at the other post. 
As Akbar said; “1 must be 
fit to play the matches 
because I’ll be sorely 
needed in the team ” 
These players also leave 


the field early, of course 
after taking permission 
from coach Abdus Sattar. 

I N direct contract is the 
atmosphere prevailing 
in the East Bengal camp. A 
pall of glooms has set in 
and everyone—spectators, 
supporters and officials— 
seem to have been 
affected. First, there was 
this controversy involving 
the coach and the three 
Iranians after which the 
former, Santo Mitro, re¬ 
fused to come to the 
ground. This meant that 
practice sessions were 
lieing conducted by skip¬ 
per Monoranian Bhat- 
tacharya, with the help of 
the other senior players of 
the team. 

But after Monoranjan 
went away to join the 
Asiad coaching camp, 
there was practically no 
one to look after the team. 
Then they lost to Port 
Trust and later drew with 


Kidderpore (after their de¬ 
feat at the hands of Mohtm 
Bagan) and this added fuel 
to the fire. 

Supporters begap want¬ 
ing for the players in order 
to shower them with tihe 
choicest of abuse. Things 
reached such a stage that - 
the place where the out- 
station players are staying 
was kept under lock and 
key for 14 hours with a 
durwan keeping a close 
vigil. No one (not even 
members of the Press) was 
allowed to enter without 
the permission of the 
general secretary or the 
football secretary. 

Most of the out-station 
players work at an office 
in central Calcutta and 
tension was running so 
high that these players 
stopped going to office. It 
is not that these players do 
a lot of work, but they do 
attend office at some time 
or other in the course of 
the day. The officials must 
take some drastic measure 
if they soon want to bring 
an end to this lean period. 

''pHAT players in general 
i are a very nervous lot 
was amply demonstrated 
during the Mohun Bagan- 
Rajasthan match The 
game was heading towards 
a draw when, three to four 
minutes before the final 
whistle, Mohun Bagan 
were awarded a penalty. 

While Subrata Bhat- 
tachaiya went to take the 
spot kick, the custodian, 
I^tap Ghosh preferred 
not to look at what was 
going on. He had turned 
his back on the field and 
was facing the gallery in¬ 
stead. The captain of the 
team, Pradip Choudhury, 
sat down on the ground 
and put his head on bis 
knees, not wanting to see 
what was going on. After 
he heard the cheers of the 
crowd, he touched his fore¬ 
head with both hands, 
perhaps thanking the 
Almimty for saving the 
match for Mohun Bagan. 

He was near the centre¬ 
line and next to him stood 
two young players of the 
side. Amp Das and Biswa- 
jit Bose. As soon as they 
"heard” the goal, they 
hugged each other in joy. 
The players were not the 
only nervous ones. There 
were a lot of supporters 
who also did not see the 
all-important goal either. 






Grave 

Injustice 

W ILL the All-India Football 
Federation ever, decide once 
and for all what they want to do? It 
was a novel idea to stan preparing 
for the Asian Games, almost two 
years in advance. However, right 
from the beginning, there were 
doubts as to whether the planning 
will po according to schedule. They 
received a setback when 21 Calcut¬ 
ta players left the first camp. What 
followed in now old hat, but ulti¬ 
mately the AIFF got the directive 
from the Government that they 
Would have to suspend the players 
who will not join the camp in fu¬ 
ture. 

But isin't the AIFF doing an 
injustice to the players who re¬ 
mained loyal when the 21 players 
left the camp. There were several 
players from the three big teams 
who attended the coaching camp 
and therefore could not play for 
their clubs in the initial matches of 
the Calcutta League After the 
coaching period, the players 
selected from the camp were sche¬ 
duled to plav a tournament in 
Dacca 

The AIFF tailed to seek pcrinis- 
Mon from the Government to make 
the trip and the selected players 
were left high and dry, but were 
assured that they would be called 
for the next camp and considered 
for the team that is to play in the 
Merdeka. 

When the camp started, seven 
more players were called on to 
reinforce the players already 
selected Two days after these 
seven star players (the seven were 
among the 21 who had left the first 
camp) joined the training camp, 
two youngsters, Arup Das and Kar- 
ock Sett, were told that they were 
wanted by their respective clubs in 
Calcutta and they had the permis¬ 
sion to leave the camp and play for 
their sides. 

Both came back bjr air and both 
are now assisting their sides, Arup 
with Mohun Bagan and Kartick. 
with Mohammedan Sportin{|. 

It was certainly lyp-ave injustice 
on the part of the AIFF toiiave sent 
back these two young players. If 
they were to be recalled, why were 
they called for Hte.secbnd camp? 
Was it that the players who were tn 
the reckoning for the Indian team 
recently slumped so badly that the 
AIFF officials decided to do away 
with them after watching them for 
just two to three days durii^ the 
present camp? It is high time the 
AIFF officials stuck to their plaiiis 
and gave the players a fair trial. 

SARAJIT DEB 



The goalkeeper and a Customs delender thwart a Manash threat 


missing the easiest of chances—after 
beating the goalkeeper he had only to 
push the ball home, but he mis.sed The 
move culminating in the second goal 
was also spearheaded by Manash who 
centred for Tapan Das to boot home 

What followed was a tale of messed 
chances by substitute Denis William¬ 
son (replacing Akbar who limped off 
afiet the first goal) and Manash him- | 
self But he luunded off the tally 
before the final whistle, when he play | 
ed a one-two with linkman Uttam ' 
Mazumdar to dart inside the box, beat ! 
ing the Customs custodian with a 
grounder. 

Said Satter “1 won’t say we per | 
formed brilliantly We played in patch¬ 
es We are facing a handicap but we 
are trying to adjust ourselves slowly 
At least we will have to make do wiih 
whatever material we have” 
CONSTANT pounding by the Moham 
inedan Sporting forwards sent neigh 
hours Howrah Onion reeling to ilie 
tune of three goals However, this 
match was indeed a hut die foi the 
home team, but if anyone played like a 
giant on that dav it was the Howrah 
custodian Haider All Mondal Said 
Howiah Union coath Nikhil Nandy 
“My goalkeeper played a major lole 
In fact, he plaved 90 per cent of the 
match ” True c noiigh. it was Moham¬ 
medan S C versus Haidar Ali Mondal I 
and it was only because of the indomit- \ 
able Mondal that ihe hlack-and-whites { 
were restricted to only thiee goals 

Playing on the common ground, | 
Mohammedan S C took neailv ten j 
minutes to settle down, aftei which i 
they attacked mercilessly through Nn '■ 
mal Chatterjee and Kartick Sett | 
Although Howrah Union plaved their | 
opponents on equal terms initially, | 
things started going wiong when ' 
medio Prasantd Banerjee finally siu | 
ceeded in sending a diagonal cross to j 
Manash Bhattacharya, who flicked in 
after beating two deteiidc'rs “This 
goal was due to a gross mistake on the 
part of my defenders,” said Nandv, 
adding, “We neaily equalised a few 


minutes latei the ball deflected off 
Moidiil's bodv towaids the goal, but it 
was timely saved bv Aloke Miikhei lee 
Had that result* d in a goal, the story 
would have been difleient ” 

The Howiah goalkeeper continued 
to be impressive, saving siiionitig shots 
trem six-vard i ange f'ne of iliem was a 
rasping vollev liom I’rasani a diving 
Mondal giasped onto the ball with the 
kind of confidence which onlv sea¬ 
soned goalkeepers can exhibit 

But three minutes latei. I’lasanta 
passed to an offside Kaitick to boot 
home from close One cannot utidei 
stand how referee Shanti Gupia could 
ovc'ilook this glaring hi each “'Ihe 
second goal was offside 'I’heie no 
doubt about ii,” said .i disappointed 
Nandy He added with .i s.iuastic 
smile, “rile H A secretaiv Ashok Mit 
la, who was watching the m.itch, also 
commented that ‘this was the linin' 
However, the thud go.il hv Kaiiick 
was a suu ulai one " 

The oiilv mistake h> Haidai Ah 
Mondal tost his sidc^ deal Is when he 
failed to gaihc-i a lotv ( Innniov Chat¬ 
tel jee c’cntie and Kaiiick shot in 
IhercatUi. Kaiink tiied desperately 
to gel his hat I lick hot it I'luded him 
“1 am the one who has been de¬ 
ceived 1 Uilil the hoys to plav attack¬ 
ing football bur they didn't Mv win- 
geis in particular let me down liy 
going insule thus .illowiiig the wing- 
hai ks to oscrlap." s.iid .N’lkhd N’andy, 
continuing, "Also, niy iight-uiit let us 
down Since mv torwaids could do 
-loihing 1 put suh.stitutc I’ladip Roy in 
as a thud medio ” 

.Mohammedan S C coach Sattar 
looked optimistic but cautiously com- 
menied “I am still keeping mv fingers 
ciossed The win was a gieat lelief 
because ihc Howiah boys traditionally 
play the lole of a thorn in Mohamme 
dan S C's flesh I am quite satisfied 
with the perfoiinance of the hovs, 
especially on a slushy gtoutid I’l.isan 
ta, as usual, played veiy well But I am 
teirihly sorrv for Kartick who missed 
the hat-trick he so richly deseived" 
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Because only 
Palmolive Shave Cream 
has SGL-4 for rich 
'Moisturized Lather' to 
soften the toughest beard. 


Palmolive Shave Cream has exclusive 

ingredient SGL-4 It gives you rich 

'Moisturized Lather' that stays moist 

through the shave This softens 

the toughest beard, and your razor 

glides smoothly. You get 

the most comfortable close shave. 



PalmoSve to soften your touoh beard. 


earn a lakh 
Ithou^tlhadto 
bein business, till I 
found out about 
UcolTan” 



Earning a lakh on a fixed 
income was an impossible dream. 
Thank heavens it's no more. 

And thanks to UCOPLAN—the 
free, financial advisory service. 
UCOPLAN matched my savings 
capacity to my cherished goal 
of earning a lakh. 

There's a UCOPLAN for your 
future too. Drop by any UCOBANK 
branch today and ask for details. 
UCOPLAN has a wide choice 
o of lucrative ways to make your 

5 money work Because you've 

> worked hard for it 

O United Gmnnercial Bank 

thefriendly bank round the comer 
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4f6RWC£5 AQUAVCS 

Southern 

commanil 

excel 

S OUTHERN COMMAND once again 
exhibited their undoubted prowess 
to retain the Services Aquatics and 
Waterpolo titles in the recent XXXI 
Championships held at Fort William, 
Calcutta. Central Command finished 
second with 123 pointa—33 points be¬ 
hind the champions—and lost the 
waterpolo final 2-6. Though the Indian 
Navy was expected to go great guns, 
they had to be content with third spot 
and this was probably due to the fact 
that the nav^^en are more accus¬ 
tomed to hard water than to the crys¬ 
tal clear, blue pools of the Fort. 
However, Navy's MER P. Madhavdas 
was one of the proud members who 
stood aMinst Southern’s sweep and 
pipped Ranbir Singh in the 400 m 
individual medley. The other two were 
Indian Air Force’s Cpl. Sitaram Sawoo 
and Eastern Command’s evergreen 
Hav Ramicumar. In fact, Mindapore- 
born Sawoo, who stole the limeli^t in 
the meet «vith a new national mark 
and who emerged the best swimmer, is 
none other than the son of Rajaram 
Sawoo. The elder Sawoo was a member 
of the gold medal-winning waterpolo 
team in the inaugural Asian Games 
and an expert in the freestyle and 
backstroke events. 

A real chip of the old block, Sitar¬ 
am erased the 200 m freestyle mark in 
the name of Services’ M. S. Rana 
(2:10.02) when he clocked 2:09.6 and 
the national mark (2.10) also held by 
Rana since 1977. 

“This is an achievement indeed. 
But I have yet to get a gold in the 
Nationals, though I came fourth at 
Lucknow last year. I hope to break the 
100 m freestyle record too. Although I 
won the event I could not break the 
record because of a bad start,” said 
Sawoo. The airman clocked 0:58.4 sec. 
“But I intend to break Police’s 
Somashekaran’s 100 m freestyle re¬ 
cord (0:57.1) which he set at the Luck¬ 
now Nationals,” asserted Sawoo. He 
has been selected for the Patiala camp 
and since he is only 20 he vrill prob¬ 
ably be able to fulfil his father’s 
wish—becoming a national champion. 
Hav. Ramkumar gave the hosts the 

Qaneshap finishing the 100m buUerflY 


Sitaram Sawoo—best swimmer 

maximum points, winning the gruell¬ 
ing 1,500 m event, with a timing of 
19:25.0.Hav. S. J. Stephen of Southern 
Command came second, taking his 
revenge when he beat Ramkumar in 
the 400 m freestyle However, the 
Services record still exists ip the name 
of Ramkumar. 

Though every swimmer played an 
important role in Southern’s victory, 
the pivotal roles were played by Nk 
Atmaram Kadam and Nk Ganeshan. 
Both are butterfly experts but while 
the former reigned supreme in the 200 
m, Ganeshan pipped him in the 100 m 
butterfly in a record-breaking feat. He 
did so in great style, clipping exactly 
by one second off his own mark of 
1:06.2, while Atmaram also bettered 
his own timing by 0.2 seconds. Earlier, 
Ganeshan shattered Central’s Nk. 
Ramadhar Jha's 200 m individual med¬ 
ley mark of 2 37 1 when he clocked 
2:35.8. 

Said Southern Command coach C. 
Shammugan. “The secret of our 
achievement is that our swimmers are 
trained for nearly ten months through¬ 
out the year. We have two centres in 
Bangalore’s MEG and Kirked’s BEG 


where great stress is placed on swim¬ 
ming However, the performance is 
centred aNund the Services Aquatics 
only We cannot go further because we 
lack training facilities, and that 
perhaps is our major difficulty Yet we 
were able to set five new Services 
records. I am happy that Atmaram 
bettered his own 200 m butterfly mark 
with a timing of 2:26.1 (2:29.6) and one 
must congratulate Ganeshan of MEG 
for his two brilliant records. Both 
attended the first Asiad camp at Mad¬ 
ras Atmaram has been dropped be¬ 
cause of his age, while the younger 
Ganeshan had been selected for 
Patiala Both are good in the butterfly, 
but there are even better swimmers in 
Ashis Chakraborty, the Purkait 
brothers and Kerala’s Babu 

“Ganeshan, however, was dropped 
later as he failed to attain the qual¬ 
ifying mark of the last Asian Games. 
We excelled in the two freestyle re¬ 
lays, setting records in both events,” 
concluded Shammugan Southern’s 
Ranbir Singh, too, has given every¬ 
thing fur his team, winning the 200 m 
breaststioke gold and a couple of 
silver medals. 

L/Hav Bazri Singh gave Central its 
first gold in the 200 m backstroke 
while the 100 m first position was 
claimed by Wazir Singh, who finished 
at a terrific speed. The third gold was 
won by Babul al Mandy, who surpassed 
Ranbir Singh in the third lap at 30 
metres in the 100 m breaststroke. But 
none of the three could claim the 
honour of a record. 
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Sportspeopie 


Coaehlag proBlems 

A fter having acquired a diploma 
in football from NIS, Patiala 
Nayeemuddin Syed did not lust idle 
away his time. He had one ambition in 
mind, to get a coaching diploma 
abroad in order to ma&e his mare as a 
coach in India, even at the cost of his 
job with the Feniliser Corporation of 
India. 

He went to Budapest for a six- 
month coaching course at the Hunpa- 
nan University of Physical Education 
(Postgraduate Institute), finished with 
flying colours and is now “qualified for 
coaching activity in the sports branch 
of soccer". In order to do so, he 
claimed whatever leave he had, while 
he drew half wages for the remaining 
period. 

He obtained a “very good” in sports 
psychology, sports pedagogy, anatomy 
and sports physiology, theory of soccer 
and ability of leading training work in 
soccer. In training theory and metho¬ 
dology, gymnastics theory and practic¬ 
al leading (including sports organisa¬ 
tion) he received “good” grading. 

“Before taking up this venture I 
wrote to places Tike West Germany, 
the UK, East Germany and Hungary 
for the advance course. I did get a 
favourable response from West Ger¬ 
many and the UK but I declined as the 
duration of the couise was fairly long, 
thereby involving more money 
However, 1 was stilT undecided as to 
what 1 should do I had to seek proper 
advice and I went to Mr Jyotish Guha, 
Arun Sinha and Dr Kalyan Mukherjee, 
all of whom 1 respect profoundly All 
three were unanimous that 1 should go 
to Hungary", said Nayeem 

The major problem, of course, was 
finance, since theie was no one to 
sponsor him “East Germany accept 
the names which are sponsored by 
Patiala In my case, Patiala would have 
never recommended my name because 
I had exposed what was going on there 
and how the bosse.s treated both stu¬ 
dents and internationals,” stated the 
international footballer However, he 
added, “I wanted to do the course in a 
country ocher than Germany oi the UK 
as most Indian coaches who have done 
then courses abroad have mainly been 
trained in either of these countries " 
‘*I.er me make one thing clear The 
system m Budapest is altogether diffe¬ 
rent from that in Patiala. In fact, it was 
so simple, very practical, methodical 
and scientific Tnev treat you like a 
human being there, not as they do at 
Patiala At the Hungarian institute 
they really respect and guide you 
properly They treated me as if I was 
one of them, an attitude that is sorely 
lacking at Patiala 

“Since I knew that I would not be 
sponspred I wrote everywhere to my 
well-wishers to help me in my need. Of 
jjcourse, first I wrote to the University 
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Grants Commission who advised me to 
write to the Education Mmistry The 
latter asked me to get the recom¬ 
mendation of the All-India Football 
Federation. I feel Mr Ashok Ghosh, 
AIFF secretary, did recommend my 
name, but surprisingly, even after 1 
had fmished my coaching course at 
Budapest there was still no letter of 
recommendation forthcoming 

“However, I must sincerely thank 
Mohammedan porting for granting 
me Rs 10,000. Tins apan, ex officials 
of the club also came forward gener¬ 
ously and the West Bengal Council of 
Sports sanctioned Rs 5,000. When 
players in Calcutta heard about my 
pli^t they came forward to stage a 
charity match at Metiabruz in which 
Subrata Bhattacharya, Prasun Baner- 
lee, Moidul Islam, Kannan, David Wil¬ 
liams, Parimai Dey, Nastr Ahmed and 
Mir Kasim along with some others 
played Former Mohammedan S.C 
president Sk Anwar All was the chief 
guest. I received Rs 7,000 from this 
match. Regarding foreign exchange, 
my relatives abroad helped me out ” 
Nayeem looked a bit worried; “Now 
I have to repay a massive loan I will 
have to remind the Education Ministry 
to sanction a grant because they prom¬ 
ised to do so if I was recommended by 
the AIFF..If the Ministry rejects my 
plea then I will be compelleu to seek 
the help of the Prime Minister, Mrs 
Indira Gandhi, oecause 1 have no¬ 
where to go ” 

“I am ready to start coaching any¬ 
where, provided the terms and condi¬ 
tions, coupled with a congenial atmos- 
I phere, are suitable to me. A club in 
I Nigeria wanted me to coach them but I 
i said that 1 would let them know My 
I intention is to coach the national team 
so that India can gain a solid footing 
! among the leading Asian nei^^bours, 
I but that seems to be a far cry from the 
present situation I am stressing on 
this because in India we start late 
whereas coaching abroad begins when 


a ploifmctive fbotballcar Is 8-10 mars 
of-age. “My ambition is to go to west 
Germany, probably for a short-term 
course. I near that there is such a 
course in that country. Mr Absar Sat- 
tar, who is very influential and is 
respected by the Germans, is eager to 
help me out. But I will nave to proceed 
throu^ the proper channels, getting 
Mr Ziauddin and Mr Ashidc Ghodi to 
recommend my name for a scholarship 
once again otherwise it will have to be 
the same old procedure—eeeking for 
alms. 

TIu man 

who sMo Uie show 

T he star performer for India 
against the mighty Locomotives 
Club from Siberia who recently toured 
the country to take part in an eight- 
match basketball Test series, was un¬ 
doubtedly Hanuman Singh. This Ra¬ 
jasthan boy, who was also the senior- 
most player in the team, displayed 
excellent thrust and gusto in his drib¬ 
bling. He moved like a whiplash, at a 
speed which forced the Russians to fall 
back on the defensive time and again. 
He combines well with his own team¬ 
mate Ajmer Singh with whom he has 
an excellent understanding. Ajmer ful¬ 
ly utilises the feeding by Hanuman 

A product of the Government Col¬ 
lege of Ajmer, which is known a.<i the 
nursery of Indian basketball, Hanu¬ 
man was fond of cricket and football 
and It was only in his last year at King 
George’s Military School that he took 
to basketball. The noted basketball 
coach Bhagwan Singh found enough 
talent in Hanuman and advised him to 
take up the game seriously. However, 
he continued to play cricket and foot¬ 
ball for his college In cricket he was a 
medium-pacer and in football he excel¬ 
led as a striker, even playing for the 
Rajasthan University lootban team 
Hanuman made his international 
debut when he was chosen to play for 
India in the Asian Basketball Cham¬ 
pionship at Tokyo in 1970 Since then 
he has been a regular member of the 
Indian team A winner of the Arjuna 
Award, Hanuman is a post-graduate in 
history and works for Shriram Rayons 
at Kota as a sports officer. 

Hanuman comes from a famil}^ of 
decorated soldiers. He wanted to join 
the army as a commissioned officer, 
but had to change his mind to build up 
a career in sport Dunng the Moscow 
Olympics, the former Russian Olym¬ 
pian Boloshev described Hanuman' 
and Ajmer as international class play¬ 
ers after their noteworthy perform¬ 
ances there. He noted a strange fact 
about the Indian team. He found that 
Hanuman was so fast that other mem¬ 
bers of the team had a hard time 
keeping pace with him. He has the 
power to control the entire game. i 
Hanuman feels that with more com-. 
petition, India could do well at the i 
international level. , j 







News round-up 


Who is to head TTFI? 

JULLUNDUR: Afternhe appomtment 
of S. P. Bagla as economic councillor in 
the Indian Embassy at Washington the 
question whether he will be able to 
continue as president of the Table 
Tennis Federation of India idiould best 
be left unans wered. But it must be 
admitted that iTFl woriting has 
moved on a healthy footing under 
Bagla’s leadership. 

Only some tune ago, two countries, 
Vietnam and Cuba, played a series of 
Tests widi Indian table tennis teams 
and recent^ the Indian team played at 
the World Championships at Novi Sad, 
Yi^oslavia The coming months are 
going to be busy for the Indian table 
tennis ream. 

India will be taking part in three 
international table tennis tourna¬ 
ments at Pyongyang, North Korea in 
the last week of At^st, Open Swedish 
Championshms in December and sixth 
Asian Table Tennis Championships at 
Djakarta in Indonesia. The Indian 
Government has sanctioned a »ant of 
Rs 5,00,000 to cover the cost of air 
passages of the Indian team. 

Moreover, the Egyptian Table Ten¬ 
nis Association has asked India to take 

? art m the fifth Junior Open Table 
ennis Championship at Suez, 
ning from October 24 this year. The 


'rxiT however, has not taken dny deci- 
siim ifo far on whether to participate or 
not. The reason is that they are await¬ 
ing governmental financial aid. 

The Sixth Commonwealth Table 
Tennis Championships will be orga¬ 
nised at Bombay in February next 
year. The Maharashtra Table Tennis 
Assoc iation has accepted the proposal 
of the TTFI. An amount of Rs 10,000 
wiU be paid to the TTFI whereas thf 
association will get Rs S0,000 as a 
grant for the championship. The TTFI 
recently requested the Government to 
provide a lady coach for the Indian 
women teams, but no word has so far 
come from the Government If the 
demand is not met, the TTFI may ask 
for a coach from Czechoslovakia, 
Yugoslavia or Hungary. The TTFI has 
also been informed that Indian teams 
will always be coached by NIS coaches 
and not by the coaches of the federa¬ 
tion 

The competition in table tennis in 
the Asian Games will be held at Pi aga- 
ti Maidan. This was disclosed at the 
executive committee meeting of TTFI, 
held recently at Delhi. The federation 
has signed contracts with two 
Japanese firms for the supply of table 
tennis equipment for the Asian 
Games The firms are Nippon Takkyu 
Co. Ltd., and Tamasu Company. 

BSA Cycles has offered to start an 
inter-school table tennis tournament, 
provided it can be held in one of the 
Southern States. It has been learnt 
that their representative recently met 
M. C Chauhan, secretary, TTFI in this 
connection. TTFI is considering a 
proposal to extend it to an all-lndia 


Mveitbumey. 

Th e long-standing dupute between 
TTFI and Bengal Table Tennis Asso- 
aation has at last been resolved. It 
had begun regarding the accounts of 
the fifth Asian Championships As a 
result, the association will receive Rs ' 
50,000 in Government money The boo¬ 
ty wil be shared by the two parties. 

The Eastern India Championship 
will be organised at Calcutta in 
September this year At first, Bihar 
had been given the offer to organise it, 
but the Stare did not seem very enthu¬ 
siastic about a Latei, Assam proposed 
to conduct a from November 18 to 27 
at Gauhati, but the TTFI did not give 
permisssion 

Punjab will organi«e the Northern 
India Table Tennis Championship 
from September 2 to 6 Earlier, the 
PTTA had decided to conduct a at 
Patiala, but now the venue seems 
likely to be changed At first the 
Jammu and Kaslmir Table Tennis 
Association had been asked to oi ga 
nise a, but they expressed their inabil 
ity to do so 

About 100 applications have been 
received by the TTFI for the seventh 
international umpires’ examinations 
to be held in Novemoer this year It is 
obvious that the TTFI is not in favour 
of everybody appearing at the ex 
aminatinn A technical committee is 
likely to be set up by TTFI for scrutiny 
of the applications 

The Table Tennis Federation of 
India has not accepted the demand of 
Tawal indutfiies for the approval of 
Milano table tennis balls fot the 
Nationals 

HAHBANb SINGH VIRDI 


RACE DRAMA Italian Andraa da Caaana (in crash hatmat) runs tram his Marlboro McLaren race car attar ha ended up in the catch lencmg when an 
incident occurred in the fourth lap of fha recant British Grand Pnx at Silirerstone Incidentelly the Saudi Williams of Australian Alan Jonas (the 
rurreid world champion) also landed up off the track—alter the Ferrari of Giles ViHeneuve of Canada, spun coming out of the Woolcote chicane Beltast-bom 
John Watson won the race *' 






CRil^PZ 


by Eddie Dunstan 


One BaU^ 
Five Batsmen 
Out! 

1 


That popular cricketer and commen¬ 
tator, the late Arthur Cilligan, once 
asked, m an article he wrote for Wnden 
"Do you know how five men can be 
dismissed with only one ball bowicdr 
He admitted "of course, you must 
allow a certain amount of licence in this 
respect" but went on to say that, actual¬ 
ly, once in a County match when play 
was due to resume it was found that one 
of the overnight not-out batsmen had 
taken a wrong train and at 11 30 am was 
miles from the scene of conflict 

Arthur continued "The umpires, on 
appeal, ruled that the batsman was 
'absent' and could not continue his 
innings There is the first man out "The 
next comes in and the bowler delivers a 
no-ball, which naturally does not count 
as a legitimate delivery The striker hit it 
towards coverpoint and calls his partner 
for a run His partner, seeing that there is 
not the slightest c hance of a quick 
single, sends back the striker who unfoi- 
tunately slips and falls to the ground 
The ball is returned to the wicketkeeper 
and No 2 is run out, still with no 
legitimate ball being bowled 

"No 3 arrives and hits the first ball, a 
half-volley, with terrific force straight 
back at his partner, who receives the ball 
right in the middle of the forehead 
"The ball bounces in the air and 
mid-otf catches It easily No 3 is out, 
caught, No 4 IS also out—knocked 
out—and is carried off the field uncon¬ 
scious and when No 5 (who is No II in 
the batting list) comes to the wicket he 
finds he has no-one with whom to bat 

"So there you have five men out with 
one ball bowled " 

After that fanciful start, Arthur pre¬ 
sented what he described as another 
very interesting poser 

As he put It, "Jones is bowling to 
Smith with Robinson the non-striker 
Smith hits a very hard return catch to the 
bowler, who just touches the ball and 
deflects it on to the wicket Robinson is 
out of his crease and the ball, without 
touching the ground, ricochets off the 
stumps into the hands ot mid-on Who is 
out? Is Smith out caught, or is Robinson 
run out?" 


QUESTION 


What do you 
say’ 


Another poser put the former England 
captain 

"The striker plays the ball a fevs yards 
up the wicket and calls his partner for a 
sharp single Mid-off dashes in and the 
striker, seeing that a run is impossible, 
turns back to his crease but in doing so, 
kicks the ball into his wicket 
"With the striker well out ot his 
ground, the balls drop off and the 
umpire gives him out" 


QUESTION 




As Gilligan put 
It in his Wisden 
article How is 
the striker out’ 


Arthur c laimed that the extraordinary 
material for another of his c onundrums 
was actually provided by a match in 
New Zealand. This is how he told it 
"The last two batsmen are in, the last 
ball ot the game is about to be delivered 
and two runs are necessary for victory 
"The bowler runs up and sends down 
a good length ball to the striker, who 
takes a terrific swipe at it, sending the 
ball a tremendous way in the air When 
It reaches the apex of its flight, the ball 
breaks in two pieces Mid-on shouts 
'Mine' and catches half the ball 'You're 
out,' says the fielder 'No, I'm not' 
retorts the batsman, 'The other half of 
the ball is on the ground ' 

"An appeal is made to the umpire 
who rightly dec ides that this particular 
delivery should not count and sends for 
another ball as much as possible like the 
one which has been discarded and play 
IS resumed The bowler is so excited by 
the occurrence that he sends down a full 
toss to leg, the batsman hits it straight to 
the square leg boundary and the match 
IS won by the batting side " 

Arthur Gilligan said this case was sent 
to the MCC Committee for a ruling, the 
result being that the umpire's action was 
unanimously upheld On the subject of 
substitution of another ball as much as 


possible similar to the one discarded, 
Arthur recalled an incident in the second 
Test between England and Australia at 
Melbourne m 1925 

"After only 13 runs were on the 
board—I was bowling at the time—" he 
wrote, "I noticed that a great piece of 
leather had come off the ball I im¬ 
mediately showed the ball to umpire 
Bob Crocket, who consulted his col- 
legue and a brand new ball was brought 
out 

"Before lunch that day we had no 
fewer than four new balls, with the total 
no more than 87' When we adjourned it 
was discovered that, by mistake, a 
wrong packet ot balls had been deli¬ 
vered to the ground and that we had No 
3 grade cricket balls instead ot No 1 

When England did bat a second time 
one of their stars became the first bats¬ 
man to score a hundred m each innings 
of a Test against Australia and Ijecame 
the first to score three successive hun¬ 
dreds in Testcrickel 


QUESTION 




Who was this 
batsman’ 


In the fifth match of this Cngland- 
Australia series--the 1924-25 senes— 
Arthur Gilligan was one of 11 victims 
claimed by an Australian bowler making 
his debut 


QUESTION 




Who was the 
bowler’ 


In the same Test an English bowling 
partner of Arthur Gilligan on County and 
Test level took nine wickets (4/92 and 
5/115) to bring his total for the series to 
38. This was the record for a Test rubber 
in Australia for 54 years—until broken 
by Rodney Hogg, with 41 wickets m 
197&-79--ancris still the record for an 
English bowler in a Test series in Au¬ 
stralia 


QUESTION 




Who was the 
bowler’ 


LAST WEEK'S ANSWERS 

1 Hunt Mohammad, who made 160 before he 
was run out His partner in the record 
second-wicket stand, Saeed Ahmed, made 
121 . 

2 Alec Bedser 

3 Ted Dexter. His spectacular 76 included one 
SIX and 14 fours 
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Crossword 


SB H Hrt<>r 




ACROSS 


1 Patterson. Marciano and Moore all 
belong to this category (5. 6) 

8 Mixed steak at taces (5) 

9 John Reid New Zealand to their first 
Test victory (3) 

10 Toss up in tennis (3) 

12 Dig these suits (6) 

14 Make runs laboriously (4) 

16 This international athletics trophy was 
held for tfie first time in 1965 (6) 

18 Horizontal strokes in sprints (6) 

20 Runner deficient in speed (4) 

22 Hockey goalkeepers and wicketkeep¬ 
ers have to always be up (6) 

25 Lost in sin at Patiala (1, 1. 1) 

27 Ramesh Kiishnan won a tournament 
sponsored by this airline (1, 1, 1) 

28 Twenty-two in snooker (5) 

29 Little Miss Awesome (5, 6) 

DOWN 

2 Tumbled weather-cocks make ace En¬ 
glish wicketkeeper (5) 

3 Scotland and England for the Calcut 
ta Cup (3) 

4 Cricketer sounds like night-gowned 
nursery-rhyme boy (6) 

5 Christian name of bespectacled Indian 
T T Champ '4) 

6 This football team makes planes in 
Bangalore (1. 1, 1) 

7 First Chnstian martyr begins Olympic 
boxing gold medallist (1, 9) 

11 Bridge term begins Calcutta footballer 
(6, 4) 

13 Shortened Pataudi mixed up ranks 

tennis players (1, 1. 1) 

15 Hutton initially (1, 1, l) 

17 Narasimha's surname (3) 

19 Initial help administered to injured 
sportsmen (3) 

20 Russian football team that toured In¬ 
dia, climbs (6) 

23 I held the first jumbled Asian Games 

(5) 

24 Australian tennis player encloses 

something on the way back (4) 

26 Knighted Sobers f3) 

28 Manufacturers of Vampire hockey 

sticks (1. 1. 1) 



M i» t i 


QUESTIONS 

With what sfwrt or game do you associate 
the following 

1) Multiple block 

2) Western roll 

3) Wrong un 

4) Lock 

5) In-off 

6) Green 

7) Clinger 

8) Flick 

9) Backboard 

101 Round-the-head 

ANSWERS 
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Question box 


Biswajit Kar. Jayanagar 

Q What are ttie birth dates of Ian 
Rottiain and Kapil Dev'' 

A Ian Bottiani born nil 24 11 1955 and 
Kapil Dev on 6 1 1954 
Sumantaku Das. Silcliar 

Q What IS Vinoo Mankad s full name"^ 
A Mulvantrai Himmatlal Mankad 
Prabal Guha, Chabua 

0 Who has r.-iptumd max'mum wick¬ 
ets in a Test senes'’ 

AST Baines of England who cap¬ 
tured ttie record number of 49 wickets in a 
5 Test series vs Bnuth Atnca in South 
Atnca 111 191J I4 
Sarat Kumar Misra, Titilagarh. 

0 Who was India s fust captain and how 
many Tests did he play'? 

A C K Nayudu. who played 7 Tests for 
India and led in 4 of them 

V. Naveen, Secunderabad, Santanu 
Samajpati, Purulia 

Q What are the birth dates of Sarfraz 
Nawaz, Ian Botham, Mike Brearley and 
Clive Lloyd'? 

A Sarfraz Nawaz was born on 1 12 1948, 
Ian Botham on 24 11 1955, Mike Brearley 
on 28 4 1942 and Clive Lloyd on 
31 81944 

llran Khan, Dhanbad. 

Q Is It true that M A K Pataudi has taken 
d Test wickef? If so, give the details 
A. Yes, M A K Pataudi has captured one 
wicket in a Test match, that of M C 
Cowdrey (I b w -b Pataudi 38) in the 5tti 
Test vs England at Kanpur in 1963-64 
Q Which country has recorded the high¬ 
est total and what was the highest score 


by a player in the said total'? 

A. 903 for 7 deci by England in the 5tf 
Test vs Australia in 1938, when Ler 
Hutton scored 364 as highest score 
Q. Could you please give me a brief life 
history of Suresh Saraiya a Test com 
mentalor'? 

A. Suresh Saraiya, 42-year Cricket com¬ 
mentator of All India Radio, has beer 
giving commentary since 1968, he is e 
public relations officer in Central Bank o' 
India, Bombay He has travelled widely foi 
cricket commentary on ABC. BBC as wel 
as New Zealand and West Indies 

Kakoll Banerj^e, Durgapur 

Q A ball IS hit and the two batsmer 
complete one run, just then a dog comes 
on the field and runs away with the ball tc 
the boundary How many runs art 
scored'? 

A The umpire will call it a dead ball anc 
allow just one run to the batsman This 
amounts to lost ball 

G Raghavendra Rao, Hyderabad. 

Q How many catches did Whatmore o 
Australia hold in the India-Australia senes 
in India in 1979 80'? 

A 12 catches in 5 Tests 

M Nagarai, Gorantia, D. Sridhar Reddy 
Hanamiionaa(AP) 

Q What IS M A K Pataudi s highes 
score in Tests'? 

A 203 n o vs England at Delhi in 1963 
64 

A K. Chowdhury, Dumri 

Q. What IS Iridia s highest total in Tests' 
Give details 

A. 644 tor 7 dccI in the 6th Test vs Wes 
Indies at Kanpur in 1978-79 

Oebi Prasad Sarkar, Jamshedpur 

Q. What were the scores of the famous 
“tie” between Australia and West Indies' 
A. West Indies, batting first scored 45' 
and Australia replied with 505 Wes 
Indies in their attempt made 284 to whict 
Australia answered with 232 West Indiei 
made 737 and Australia too made 737 

Samuel Karia, Trivandrum 

Q Who was that Aussie bowler whi 
peifoinied the hat-trick in both inning 
against South Africa in 19122 
A. T J Matthews performed the hat-tric 
in South Africa's both innings in the sami 
afternoon 

Rushan Lai Bhat, Hangalgund, Kokaraug (J A 
K) 

Q Which bowler captured the first 
wicket for India in Tests'? 

A Mohammad Nissar captured the 
first wicket for India--Herbert Sutcliffe 
whom Nissar clean-bowled for 3 
Gautam Paul. Gaya 

Q When was Greg Chappell born': 
What IS his Test record^ 

A Greg Chappell was born or 
4 8 1948 and in 67 Tests for Australia, he 
has scored 5719 runs 54 99 with 16 
centuries, 28 fifties He has also capturec 
43 wickets and led Australia in 33 T ests 
Anti Kumar Kalu, Srinagar. 

Q What IS India's highest total agains' 
New Zealand^ 

A 537 for 3 wickets deci in the fiftt" 
Test at Madras in 1955-56 
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Wn ItMhma Komiri. Bangaiora. 

Q. Please give the addresses of Vish- 
wanath, Kapil Dev, Diiip Ooshi, Snniva- 
san, Yashpal and Shivlal Yadav’ 
k. You may write to the respective 
Cricket Associations who woulo arrange 
to forward your letters to the respective 
cricketers 

Blswajaal Pradhan, Nowgong. 

Q. What IS Test record of Peter Willey of 
England'? 

A. Tests 16, Innings 30, NO 5, Runs 
744, Highest score 102 no, Average. 
29 76, 100's 2, 50's 3 and O's 1 

Oebashis Kumar Guha, Calcutta. 

Q Who was the first boyvier to take a 
hat-trick in Test cricket"? 

A. F R Spofforth of Australia, who per¬ 
formed the hat-trick against England at 
Melbourne in 1878-79 


H. N. Ramakrishna. Daillrathara. l 

Q. Who were the first victims of Kapil Dev, 
Roger Binny and Andy Roberts in Test 
Cricket? 

A. Sadiq Mohammad of Pakistan was 
Kapil Dev's first victim, Imran Khan of 
Pakistan was Binny's first victim and C 
M Old of England was Andy Robert's first 
victim m Tests 

Sakbar Baruah, Dibrugarh. 

Q. How many runs did Gavaskar make in 
the calendar year ISBO"? 

A. 327 runs in 3 Tests 

Deapak Kumar Nag. 

Q. Please give me the addresses of 
Sandeep Patil Ravi Shastri 
A. You may write to them care of Bombay 
Cricket Association, Wankhede Stadium, 
Churchgate, Bombay 400 020 


Katyan Kumar Paul, Haldla. ^ 

Q. How hfiany wickets have been captured 
by Croft, Garner, Holding, Roberts, 
Botham and Willis in the 1980-81 Tests 
series between West Indies and Eng- 
land"? 

A. In the 4-Test series between West 
Indies and England in West Indies in 
1980-81, Croft got 24 wickets. Gamer 10, 
Holding 17, Roberts 8, Botham 15 and 
Willis ml 


M. K. SInha, Rourkela. 

Q. If a batsman collides with a fielder 
while taking a run and falls down and 
before he can get up and make his 
round, the ball has hit the stump Will the 
atsman be declared out or will he be not 
out"? 

A. Out, run out 
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1 P - Q4, Kl - KB3; 2 P - QB4, P - KKI3 

3 Kt - OB3, P - 04, 4 P X P, Kt X P; 

S P - K4. Kt X Kt, 6 P X Kt, B - Kt2 

7 Kt - B3, P - Kt3 

M " n,iii,"i! " 1 n 0 B 4 , a'ldriiiiKj ihc 


n.lAn I ''nlfM yy'llinu! iln'.i/ 

SB- OKtSch, P - B3, » B - QB4, 0-0 
10 0-0, B-OR 3 , 118 x 8 , KtxB 

12 Q - R4, O - BI, 13 B - KtS, Q - Kt2 

14 KR- Kl, P- K3 
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",’|i 1.1 "I iM Il'Mil ’ll' ►. nii|tit I K ‘ 

15 QR~KI 1, P- OB4.16 P -QSI. B X P 

IT KR - 01, P X P; 18 P X P, B - Kt2 
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20 P-O 8 -Q, BxO 
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27 Q - B3ch, K - Ktl, 20 R - Q7, B -- B3 
29 O - B4ch, K - R1. 30 Q - B4. O ■ R3 
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31 Q - R6, Rosiuns. 
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Solution to G479 (Panchenko - Chibur- 
danidzo, Tashkent, t9S0). (q4r2 IrlnNkbp/ I 
pptp1pp1,'4pP2'tP2P3,4B3P.P3Q1P1 I 
3R1RK1-Whiteto play.) rio AMI 11.11,'I i . 
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Problem No 1144 '> .i iii-.m ii.'t' .-.i. k 
K. S. Howard rpii .1 Pr. o /VfA. .I'./'n Wtihh 
('.r.ml" t'U") (4R3/4b1P1/SQK/1p1r2p1/ 

3pNPPt/RBtk2P1,'2Npp3,'3qn1B1 -12 white 
men, 10 black.) WIiiIm In play an,J mi 

I'ViirM.'ynS I 

Solution to No 1143 (Oobbe). (8,7B,'S; i 
4PRp1/7R/5Nk1 'S'OKI - mate in three.) ' R 

Rt (run. A,in(ii (ai t K - Kl‘ , y K R2, 

K R1, 3 K - M'., (Ij) 1 .J Mb, ? M R? 
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Olympic Coach Jim O'Doherty says: 

Nothing like Comphri to build 
strength and stamina."' 


Olympian Jim O'Doherty has trained young talent all over the 
world, including India, for tough competitive events. He 
believes champions are not born, they are made. And what it 
takes to make a winner is willpower— and body power 

"I recommend Complan for swimmers, athletes and particularly 
growing children," says Jim O'Doherty. "Complan is a 
complete food easily digestible with 23 vital ingredients 
necessary for the healthy growth which develops stamina " 

Take a tip from Jim O'Doherty. Give vour children Complan 
every day for all-round healthy growth. Complan comes in 
delicious flavours that children love! 




^ Glaxo 

Compld^i 




>! 


Comphri 

.GIC 9.24tfi H 


-the complete planned food 








Dincsh Designs the Difference 



Dinc^sh Qives vou the essential diffQ:r- 










TONY LEWIS and VENKAT 

on the rebirth of an 
amazint^ captain 

MIKE 
REARLEY 
Resurrectio 
rom the 
lAshes 






Brush vour teeth with Colgate after 
every rneal It protects you |ust the way 
dentists recommend all over the world 
Bacteria grow in food particles left 
between your teeth These can cause 
bad odour and, later, painful decay 
So always brush the Colgate way right 
after eating It's proven most effective to 
freshen your breath, whiten your teeth, 
and fight decay 


How Colgate's trusted formula works 

Odour and decay causing 
bacteria grow in food particles 
trapped between your teeth 

Colgate's unique active foam 
reaches deep to remove dangerous 
food particles and bacteria 

The result, attractive white teeth, 
fresh-breath confidence, 
protection against decay 



Colgate has the fresh, minty taste that makes brushing a pleasure. 


Stop bad breathe 
l^ht tooth tkcay 
wtth Colgate 

Dental Cream 


DC G n 80 
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VOtUMf III issur 41 AN ANANDA BAZAR PIJBLI' ATION Rs > 



-1 id HOAX OF i 

! !• AMATEURISM 
L . _ . The recent news re¬ 
ports about the West Bengal 
Income Tax Department res 
tarting proceedings aqamst 
soccer players '•aises some 
vital questions Firstly is I 
amateurism ouldalei)'’ ; 
Secondly, how badly do our ; 
sportsmen need the money’’ I 
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i 'IR ' HISFS AGAIN 

j|IO win Cnqland in the dolOiums the only man 
|l__ I tipable ot rostorino his country s lijitiess was 
i liirmo' skiatier Mike Biearlcy lONY LEWIS VFNKAT 'iiid 
, RAJU MJKHLRJEC assess an eytraoidinaiy 'e'ldei 


O'?’ 1 OHMIS t , ilYDI 
cl IjF’LAkS GUI 


'■ 1 J Ficr lenivs ha drawn 
I plenty nl tiimii’i'nls but her 
I love 'lie has been itu' lo()u ol 
I ii'Ui ‘1 ■iieater spei.ulalinn In 
I this aitide '"e tells how stie 
I anil ('i)iir,OT'~ ilmteii .iparl and 
I how she lound h,)ppinp-.s with 
I .lohn Lioyd 
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Sunny vs 
Bedi 

K R VVADllWANI-.Y's 
.inu-ivK-w with Bed I 
made inreiestmp le.ulinp It 
IS te<iil.v lanieni.ilile ili.u .i 
pLivei. who had a meteoiK 
debut 111 lest iticket, must 
also have .) disfiiaceful le 
liieinent One cannot help 
wondeiinp ahout Siinil 
flavaskai's indiscieei be 
hiiv'ioin towaids Bed), whe 
was mi'ie expeiieiued tlian 
he Bedi IS alisoliitelv insti¬ 
lled in pointinK out that 
Ra\ 1 Shasti i was not needed 
.IS a I epl.lterilelil lol Doslli 
As Sliivl.il ^ ad.n w.is in 
lined III Ni’W /e.iland, the 
Indi.ni team needed .1 iikIii- 
aiin spiniiei and not a left 
.11 III spiiiiu'i like Sll.islii 
I One slimikl leliie wiih 
I place and honoiii. so we 
1 leipiesl G.iv.isk.li le. udile 
soon lu'tiiie 1 ' IS t'Ki tale .uul 
ail Ills iilischievoiis deeds 
.11 e tnlh expost tl to the i>iih 
lit Oiii woiiilei s wli\ fhiv.is 
kill liitllletllv pot Btdl 
axed'' Was il het.iiise he 
ci.iveil loi Iritii.lii te.im s 
t .i|)t.iini V - 

C.IV.Isk.ll sli.iLild hitl 
l.tlewell lo nickel .is the 
he SI tipeiic 1 in the wmld 
anti ntil ,is a di .aiqxiliitiiu’, 
tiitkelti III till will St tap 
I i.iiii Iiitli.i has evei piti 
! fliici'tl 

I l•l{\^i■^l.(:rn\ 

I /i.iJjl.m St'illi 

I CA\'A.SkAK s efio .mil nnisi 
iins|i(ii imp I .ic I It s. ih.ii 
I .ixetl Bedi set ni to linet.isi 
('..iiaskai downt.ill Sir 
I Don Biadni.in .mil Sii O.iiv 
1 Soheis mipht li.ive lalleil 
1 hmi a woiltl class haisinaii, 
I hill will ihi'V wholt hiMiIt <1 
K suppoit ('.av.isk.ii s iiie.m 
iniiult liIll•^s 

.Should .1 spillisni, 111 II, 
lilt mieU seiisi III the teiiii 
stoop so low. .eld Vet .1,11111 
to hi a w ,11 Id i l.iss h.iisni.m-' 
W .idliwaiii-v's leve.ilmp in 
liiview iiei essilates ili.it 
(lavaskai should he ilch.ii 
It tl tioiii U'lnesi mum Imha 
loi lilt Iest lit Ins i ai ft I, if 
wi have aiiv shphtest le 
spelt liii 'spiiitsnian spun 
MONO./// .S.IVI \/ 
lliiwmh 

'\,\DH\VA\I ^•■s mieiiiew 
will' Belli w.is Inaseil Bedi’s 
siateiiicii's .iliiint Simnv 


like “who nllfKedlv rules 
the Boaid ot f'liikei Con¬ 
nor', “stab me in the back,’ 
eti . aie tolallv unspoii- 
sni.irilike, lomiim fioni a 
Hieat ciickctfi like Bishan 
Suiinv, beiiin the c.i|ilain ot 
the side, olivionslv had no 
.illei native but to diiq) Redi 
due to Ills l.iik ol Itiini Redi 
should not have expetied 
th.n he would be lei.iined m 

I he Mile |ust because he 
iianieil Ins son ('.avasmdei 
allei .Siiimv 

Some ol Bishan’s slate 
meiils ale i.iliiii ludiiious 
like Ins poliiv 111 makitm ‘ a 

jziini liphl III a losmp bar 
tie “ Ilie wav he f>dfi‘d the 
mat ill to Pakisi.iii at 
K.ii.iihi liaiillv sliiiwed 'ns 
lipinnm ipialnv 

Bislian i lamis that a b.ils 
ni.m i apt.iin would not di' 
c l.ii e Ins team's miiiiips it he 
weie on the veise ut sioimp, 
.1 leiiimv I’eihafis he has 
loiuoiieii that Siiimv as ihe 
i.ipi.im did del hue India's 
mumps apamsi ilie Wmdies 
al L.iliutt.i with ,1 iliinhle 
leiiliiiv well wiliiin ills 
leath Beth .ilso siippests 
ill.,; .Siiml -.hould he “tiiiid 
esi m viiloiv" Did Gavas 

k. ii ho.isi ol Ills tieitoim 
ante as lapiam when India 
won ap.iiiisi .\iistiali.i at 
\1 e 11)0 111 lie I li IS V e.ii •’ 
Bish.m ilainis that he was .i 
line ainbassailoi ol India in 
I’.ikistan hill I iimsi add 
lli.n III wa-. not .i line c.ip 
lam' I think he hail Ins 
piloilties wioiip He w.is 
snptmsed to he a lapiain m 
I'.ikist.m and nol ,m aiiih.is- 
s.idoi He (ipted loi the hit 
lei .It the pi ice ol iht sei les 

RAMI)\s I’M 

t .i/( 1111,1 

II stems to me, aim le.id 
mp -Mi W.iilliwaiiev's iiiii i 
view with Hi ill ih.n lie h.is 
wasted llie p.ipes ot tills 
ixtilleni iii.ip.i/iiie to e\ 
[iiess Ins piiidpe-. .ip.nnsi 
.Smmv Uilli .ill tine lespect 
til Belli. 1 think th.n allel Ills 
pel till mam es m I'akisian 
.nid m the thiee tests 
ap.imst West Imlies, when 
he was piven llu so t alletl 
■ shin I spills' he .ippi aietl 

III 1)1 ,1 sli.nlovv ol till past 
So ni.mv people lelt ih.il n 
w.is liipli lime III pive a 
ih.iiiic to ihe host o| 

l. ilented phiveis like Diism, 
H.ms, Shasiii and others So 
tin If was nothmp wionp m 
dioppmp Bedi attei olteiinp 
limi sufliciein cli.mtes iii 

















fight for d plate in the Test 
team 

What does Mr Wadh- 
waney mean by calling 
Shastn a “yes man”? Ravi 
has proved by his pertorm- 
ance that he is certainly 
more than a ves man. He 
should know that it is nut 
the propel way to encour¬ 
age a budding youngster 
MANISH A . 

Bombay 

MR WADHWANEVS in¬ 
terview with Bedi makes 
ridiculous reading. First. 
Bed] said that it was Gavas¬ 
kar who gave him short 
spells against the West In¬ 
dies This IS not true Sunny 
had initially given him lon¬ 
ger spells, but as Bedi 
appeared to be unsuccess¬ 
ful, he was taken off. 
Secondly, Bedi said that he 
would not have been in¬ 
cluded in the team had 
Gavaskar been captain in 
the 1979 Indian tour of Eng¬ 
land. 

Since this is not a fact, 
why does he blame Sunny’ 
Thirdly, Bedi said that if he 
had belonged to the West¬ 
ern part of India he would 
not have to quit cricket so 
early While saying this, he 
should have kept in mind 
that players of great calibre 
like Kapil Dev and C'hauhan 
are given chances irrespec¬ 
tive of the fact that they 
belong to North India. 

Fourthly, the interview¬ 
er thinks that if Bedi was 
elected captain of the tour¬ 
ing Indian team against Au¬ 
stralia and New Zealand 
this year, the team would 
not have performed so bad¬ 
ly But this argument is not 
warranted by Bedi’s record 
of captaincy. 

In fact, Bedi had lost his 
previous form when he was 
dropped from the side 
According to Bedi, Sunny is 
all-in-all, the citadel of pow¬ 
er in the Board of Control 

However, it is high time 
for us to search for new 
faces Both Doshi and Shas- 
tri are competent enough to 
fill the vacancy created by 
Bedi What is past is past. So 
It is useless for Bedi to boast 
of his past form 

ARUN GANGULEE. 

Calcutta 

Facts 

T HL piematuro demise of 
R.i|eet Bhaiigii, whom 1 
met at Chaiutigaih last year, 
has come as a lude shuck to 
me In that summer camp 
iimd.icucl bv MrD P Azad, 
Kaieet and Chetan Sharma 
ouiil.issed the oihets Ra 


' .s ■ 
■;r • 




R egarding; ttm tx- 

chision of 
Singh froM the 
team for the Tokyo Meet' 
in June this ymr, i 
should Uke to state tint 
the Ministry of jBduca- 
tion had infotned the 
Amateur Athletit Fed¬ 
eration of India, before 
the selection trials were 
to be held, that tha crite¬ 
rion for participation in 
the Track and Field 
Athletic Meet at To^o 
would be the occupation 
of third position in the 
last Asian Meet held 
there in June 1980. 

While, according to 
this principle, the qual¬ 
ifying standard in 5,000 
metres was 13 m. 59.8 
seconds, the perform¬ 
ance of Shivnath Singh 
in the selection trials was 
14 minutes 09.5 seconds 


m thoa.feU .iWt of -the 
required etandam.lqr 10 
sebimds. Agaih ttie'erite- 
rion in the 10,000 metlres 
was-fixed at 29 es 2.06 
seconds, but his iferform- 
a,nee was 29 m 33.2 
seconds. 

The AAH had also in- 
fpmed the Ministry of 
Education that since 
Shivnath Singh feQ riiort 
of the required stan¬ 
dards by fairly large mar- 

f ins and is 35 years old, 
e was not selected for 
the Tokyo Meet held in 
June, 1981. 

Incidentally, the re¬ 
sults in the recent Tokyo 
Meet warranted the 
stand tdeen by the Minis¬ 
try of Education against 
Shivnath Singh. 

K K. PURI, 
Deputy Press Informa¬ 
tion Officer, Education 
and SociaJ Welfare, 
Govt, of India. 


jeei, like Sandc-ep P.ilil, was 
d iialuidl hittc'i ol the ball 
He, however, couldn't con- 
tenirate much on critket 
because ot his studies Now 
that Kaieet is no more, Mr 
A/ad has sympathised with 
him 

But do you know what 
happened to this young 
hoy’ I expected Mr A/ad ro 
disclose the facts but since 
he had not done that, I 
would like ro explain what 
exactly happened to this 
young cricketei Some lime 
III June last yeai Rajeet 
wrote to me saying that Mt 
A/ad had asked him to ten- 
del a written apology main¬ 
ly tor his side’s deteat 
though he himself had 
scored a biilliant bail¬ 
ee ntuty 

What could he do alone 
when all others had failed’ 
As ht refused to apologise, 
Mr A/ad made it quite clear 
to him that he would be 
debarred from practising at 
the stadium Raieet kept on 
wilting to me that 1 should 
intervene m this matter and 
rescue him tiom ihe mess 
Eveniuallv I wrote to Mr 
A/ad in November but he 
did not pav heed to my 
request 

Me.inwhile the tiequen- 
cv ot Rajeet's letters ui 
Cl eased In Match I wrote to 
him legreitiiig mv iriabilitv 
to solve his problem I sug¬ 
gested to him that he .hould 
eiihei go to Delhi oi come to 
Bornh.iy foi his coJiege 
educatioii. A tew davs latei 


he replied lamenting, “I 
think God doesn’t want me 
to succeed What’s the use 
ot leading such a life’ 1 
haven’t touched a bat for 
the last 10 months Well, Mr 
A/ad has taught me a les¬ 
son, hut I am sure God will 
leach him another lesson ” 
That was his last letter 
Wild a pathetic end to a 
brilliant career' May the de¬ 
parted soul test in peace 
MAKA RAND WAING- 
ANK.AR, 
Bomhav 

Who is 
greater? 

M ost pundits rank Vi- 
jay Amritra^ above 
young Ramesh Krishnan I 
agree with them, provided 
age IS not taken into 
account, but I think Ramesh 
is the better of the two if 
age IS taken into considera¬ 
tion, since he has had the 
unique distinction of win¬ 
ning, among others, the 
unior US the junior Wimb- 
edon and the junior French 
championships 
APURBA DATTA and 
SANJAY NAG, 
Ranchi 

DIshearteeing 

I T IS quite shocking to 
learn that the wonder-boy 
of Indian chess, Dibyendu 
Barua had gone to Argenti¬ 
na to participate in the 
under-16 World Cadet 


Chess championship with 
only meagre financial sup¬ 
port from the Government 
of West Bengal. At the same 
time, one cannot find any 
justifiable reason, why, by 
any stretch of imarination, 
the West Bengal Ministers 
went to enjoy the Moscow 
Olympics by spending more 
than rupees three lakhs. 
Was that mission to Moscow 
at all necessary? 

SHARMOA GVHA, 
Bahjan. 

Yaga alsa 

R UDAYAN Sen has 
recommended gymnas¬ 
tics and weight training for 
our footballers in the July 
22 issue of Sportsworld. I 
think Yoga is equally, if not 
more, beneficial to those 
who desire to attain flexibil¬ 
ity of the body and develop 
muscle power. 

Yoga IS a complete sys¬ 
tem of exercise. Apart from 
regular benefits that can be 
had from any type of physic¬ 
al exercise. Yoga produces a 
highly useful effect on the 
mind, thereby improving 
one's concentration and 
bringing about a remark¬ 
able change in one’s atti¬ 
tude toward life, of mind. 
Above all, it requires no 
equipment and for a coun¬ 
try like ours, where sports¬ 
men are generally poor, this 
should be of immense im¬ 
portance 

ANINDO MAJUMDAR, 
New Delhi, 

Self-cantradictanr 

A RUP ROY’S letter in the 
July 15 issue is really 
amazing Discussing Sunil 
Gavaskar, he writes in the 
first part of his letter that 
Sunny is still to come into 
the category of Viv 
Richards or Greg Chappell 
but concludes that Gavas¬ 
kar has established himself 
as an all-time great bats¬ 
man. If Gavaskar is an all- 
time great batsman, how is 
it that he does not fall into 
the category of Richards or 
Chappell’ 

Moreover, why is there 
no reference to Geoff 
Boycott? Actually, Gqvaskar 
is yet to come anywhere 
near Barry Richards, \^iv 
Richards, Greg Chappell or 
Geoff Boycott. Consider 
Gavaskar’s performance in 
the English County matches 
where there are world-class 
bowlers Probably he was 
troubled by the weather. 

SHAIBAL GUHA, 
Assam. 




Wngnaiest 

M r JAIMIN M. BHATT 
has refuted Mr Svthiira- 
oan's statement that Bjorn 
Borg IS the greatest player of' 
all time I fully agr-^e with 
what Mr Sethuraman has said 
about Borg 

There are various reasons 
why I consider Borg to be the 
greatest tennis player of all 
time. First, Borg ha's won the 
Wimbledon title for five suc¬ 
cessive years with 41 consecu¬ 
tive victories, the French 
Open Championship six 
times, the Italian Open cham¬ 
pionship twice and the Mas¬ 
ters Grand Prix tennis tourna¬ 
ment for two consecutive 
years. The winning of so many 
tournaments in such a shot 
span of time requires a 
tremendous capacity to with¬ 
stand mounting piessure 
which Rod Laver did not 
have Accoiding to Bhatt, Lav- 
et would have picked up more 
titles from 1963 to 1967, had 
he played during that time 
But I do not think Laver could 
have withstood the pressure, 
as was evident in 1970 when 
he canu* back to letain his 
Wimbledon title for the third 
year Laver has not won 
Wimbledon five times in a 
row, but despite this people 
say that Laver is bettei than 
Borg 

Jack (Cramer and Don 
Budge constantly stated that 
Borg could be easily beaten 
on both clav and grass courts 
bv plavers like Laver. Budge 
and Kramer themselves They 
stated that Borg was not spe 
cialised in any department of 
the game, while Laver was 
belter than Borg in all depart¬ 
ments What Kramer forgot 
was that Burg has greater con¬ 
sistency than any other player 
in the world 

He has that real, coinage, 
confidence and determina¬ 
tion which IS more valuable 
than Laver's forehand and 
backhand. The fact that Borg 
has lost only three 9-setter 
matches since 1978 goes to 
prove his consistency Furth¬ 
er, Don Budge stated that 
Borg IS not the gicatest of all 
times because he has not yet 
won the Grand Slam This is 
an absurd method of deter¬ 
mining a player’s greatness 
Thougti Borg has nor yet won 
the Grand Slam, he has 
proved his greatness in manv 
other respects. 

There may be others who 
state that Borg is not the 
greatest just because he lost 
to John McEnroe in this 
' year's Wimbledon finals In 
spite of McEnroe’s victory 
triis year, Borg is and will be 
for a long time the greate.st 
tennis player of aU time 
Firstly, McEnroe is a poor 
player on clay courts. Second- 


he is !es$ consistent thhn 
Borg. Borg Will again prove 
his greatness. So, whatever 
people like Jaimin M Bhan 
may wiite, Borg is the 
greatest tennis playei of all 
time 

A’ CIRIDHAR RAO. 

Madras 

Why this attitude? 

I RE AD with an absorbing 
interest Alan Gibson’s 
article on Mike Procter, the 
Gloucestershire captain 
Procter, as chosen by 
Gibson, IS competent to suc- 
ceecl Breariey as England's 
captain, but there is a iprajoi 
snag tn this choice The Indi¬ 
an Government, it is widely' 
known, has confirmed its 
support of the U N black¬ 
list. This means that sports¬ 
men who have played in 
South Africa will be dehai- 
red from playing in India 
Needless to say, Proctei's 
name is included in that list 
Furthei more, the name of 
Geoff Boycott is also there 
Should the Indian Gov 
einment continue to adhere 
to Its attitude, the tour will 
most likely be endangered 
If this happens, it will be a 
most unfortunate incident I 
believe firmly that a line 
should be drawn somewhete 
to prevent politics fiom en¬ 
tering into sports 

It is high time tor oui 
Government to change its 
attitude towards the U N 
blacklist. 

HABUL BHATTACHARYA, 
Calcutta 

Open letter 

W HILE sympathising 
with you on the two 
consecutive defeats suf¬ 
fered by Australia at the 
hands of England in the 
third and fourth Tests, 1 just 
cannot get over a strange 
feeling of sadistic ple'asuie 
from the agonising defeats 
suffered by the Australians 
It my memory does not 
betray me, it was you who 
had said that the Indian 
cricketers should have play¬ 
ed against Sri Lanka and 
Canada before playing 
against Australia But, with¬ 
in a span of just six months 
or so, you are being made to 
eat your own words. What 
an irony of fate' 

How is It that you are 
keeping quiet now? You 
should say something at 
least in the form of advice to 
the cricketers ot your coun¬ 
try How about asking your 
cricketers to play against 
Kenya, Argentina or Mex¬ 


ico’ I am sure Sri Lanka will 
be tough foi a team that 
loses a Test after having 
imposed a follow-on on its 
t ival 

Finally, mind your own 
business Chappell, trom 
now (inwards, without mak¬ 
ing any cumments on which 
teams India should play 
against, especially when 
your advice is not war¬ 
ranted 

ASHOK DUTTA. i 
Shillong 

Be united 

A lthough East Bengal 

Club started the Calcut¬ 
ta League on a piomising 
note, they lost the vital 
matches The outstation 
players are mainly held re¬ 
sponsible for this debacle 
but It is the inteinal differ¬ 
ences among club officials 
that have contributed mure 
than anything else to this 
mishap There are instances 
in the past as well as in the 
present where several out¬ 
station players have greatly 
impressed the Calcutta 
spectators So, one should 
nut blame the outstation 
players 

I have only one question 
to ask coach Santo Mitra 
Why did he play Khabazi in 
both the vital matches 
against Mohun Bagan and 
Mohammedan Sporting, 
when he did not have faith 
in him in less important 
matches’ Khabazi was side¬ 
lined in the matches preced¬ 
ing both the big matches 
A player having so little 
match practice is bound to 
put up a poor show m vital 
matches Mr Mitra should 
have resigned before if he 
was pressurised by the club 
officials Every club has ups 
and downs East Bengal 
Club, It IS obvious, IS now 
going through a lean patch, 
but they can still salvage 
some prestige in the remain¬ 
ing tournaments if the offi¬ 
cials, coach and players 
combine with each other 
Their motto at this critical 
juncture should be “united 
we stand, divided we fall” 
ASHISH GHOSH, 
Calcutta 

Injustice! 


T he retirement of Bishaii 
Singh Bedi was indeed a 
lude shock It is leally the 
tragic end of a great plavei 
who seived Indian cricket 
so biilltantly for well over a 
decade He was diiven out 
from Test cricket at a time 
when he was as good as any 


other player. One might say 
that he was a bit tiieci after 
lepreseniing India in 64 
Tests. But, then, it he were 
rued he should have been 
asked to test toi a few 
matches > 

n.AMODAR D.\S DlJARl, 
SHI-O KUMAR r.W'ADM. 
I.ACHMAS DAS 

RAJALASLS K SISH.^.S 
K DEY.Jhatid * 

Cremt to others 

I HAVE gone ihiough 
Shaimisiha Mazum 
dai's lettei published in thO 
July 29 issue 1 think that 
credit should be first giv'en 
to V'nav Amrittat fur his 
correct assessment, then to 
both .Ashok Kamath and 
David McMahon toi their 
excellent reporting, and. at 
last to the editor foi pub¬ 
lishing It So Spot tsworld 
alone cannot desetve full 
cieciit 

SVBHASIS MAJL’MDkR, 
Calcutta 

Congrats 

C ()ngrati;lations lo 

you and your staff for 
bringing out such an excel¬ 
lent spurts jouinal every 
Week Frankly speaking, 1 
have gone through many a 
spoils magazine published 
III out countiy but Spciit- 
sworfd IS simply unpara¬ 
lleled It appears every 
week as it it were a plate'of ] 
real delicacy But, please, 
don't deprive us of enjoying 
the County cricket depart¬ 
ment A lot of thanks foi the 
splendid blow-ups of our 
sports idols 

ARUN MUKHERjr.E, 
Hooghiv 

Demand! 

F inally, vou have given 
III I am leleiring to vour 
edit.iiial (it the Tune 10 
issue Yeui pic'vious cdilo 
rial appealed in February 
2.9 issue So, alter a passage 
ot 1-1 is.sues, vou have 
obliged youi leadeis with 
anothei excellently written 
editorial Moieover, one of 
the piimaiy leasons whv we 
buv Spoitswoild IS to go 
till (High your ediuuiul col 
limns But, it you luin your 
back on us, u will be gteatly 
disajipuinting That is why 
we ie(|uc‘st you to make the 
oditoiial a regulai ic‘,iiure 
Any magazine is incomplete 
without an ediioiuil I hope 
! vou will accede to our “de 
mand” 

P S. MOSY, 
Tritandium. 


The Sporting Life 


YOU GAN BET YOUR ASS— 

California if you breed a donkey with a mare you get a mule In 
the town of uishop, there are as many mules as men It s also 
the onjy place in the world where you can wager a bet on a mule 
race the animals dont know how to run—they have to be 
taught and they never run straight The race has the slogan 
"You can bet your ass in Bishop".' There are mule parades mule 
shoe-ing contests and a braying competition—strictly for the 
four-legged' 

MS. CLUHER CHUCK 

Gloucestershire' Jamne Clutterbuck isn t married but she sure 
knows how to use a rolling pm The 19-year old school teacher 
set a new national record when she hurled it more than 141 ft 
Prospective grooms took serious note of her achievement 

PIPE DREAM 

Los Angeles' Like most things today, the traditional bag pipes of 
Scotland are not what they used to be They aren t made of goat 
skin anymore—they arent even made in Scotland anymore 
Wheh the Scots of Los Angeles held their annual high-land 
games they used pipes made of some dubious material imported 
from—of all places—Pakistan' 

INHAT'S COOKING? 

Trieste' Five weary swimmers were fished out of the Adriatic Sea 
a mile off Trieste Part of the crew of the Cypriot freighter 'Lara', 
they had jumped over-board and swam shore-wards because 
the food on board ship was “terrible" Minutes later, a sixth 
crewman was spotted It was the cook, Sylvester Jajkovi, who 
explained that the supplies were awful and he could do nothing 
with them, so he decided to come ashore, too' 


BERNIE TELLIS 


IB«n Tarnplston and Tom Form*n 



‘ hello, holiday /mm... ? ^ 



m BBOjNNIhK^ TO UNDEIZSTAND 
W rHB MOST POPULAR SPORT /V THB 
couNTpy IS swiMHiiA/ey^ 















E uphoria w the streets and 
miracles on the cricket 
grounds. This is what the wed¬ 
ding and the matches at 
Headingley and Edgbaston had 
to offer. For a few days, Britain’s 
ever-growing problems were re¬ 
legated to the background by 
some well-organised pomp and 
pageantry, and her cricketing 
shortcomings almost clouded 
over by two unbelievable vic¬ 
tories. 

For once even the bookies 
were caught short when on the 
final day odds of200 to 1 on 
England were grabbed by some 
outright punters as well as some 
cunning cricketers who were ful¬ 
ly aware that anything could 
happen to this Australian bat¬ 
ting lineup. 

unfortunately, neither the 
euphoria nor the ecstasy is likely 
to last long and the English 
selectors are'Well aware of the 
latter fact. The middle order is 
as unstable as TNT but nowhere 
as explosive, and there is a cap¬ 
tain who may be an astute man, 
but it is under abnormal cir¬ 
cumstances and as a temporary 
measure that he wears his coun¬ 
try's colours. Yet England keeps 
winning and till there is a rever¬ 
sal of fortune, or an injury, many 
key positions will have to be 
retained. 

More unfortunately, obvious 
replacements are notclearly 
visible. The County cricket cup¬ 
board is not exactly overflowing 
with talent. Not so long ago one 
would go miles to see die likes of 


Dexter, Cowdrey, May and 
others. 

Today, one would do the same 
if Richards or Zaheer Abbas 
w^e somewhere in the vicinity, 
but it would take some persua¬ 
sion to watch Boycott’s impecc¬ 
able defence or Gower’s inex¬ 
plicable misdemeanours. 

The lustre or consistencies so 
characteristic of the English 
batsmen is no longer there, and 
to some extent it is due to the 
influence of limited-overs crick¬ 
et as well as the influx of foreign 
players whose brand of cricket is 
much in demand, and who 
occupy most of the limelight. 

Another reason could he that 
since the advent of sponsorship, 
money has been reintroduced 
into the game, and with the 
present incentives, senior play¬ 
ers prefer to hang on, rather 
than look elsewhere for lucra¬ 
tive jobs (not that there is much 
hope in a country beset by infla¬ 
tion and unemployment). This 
often prevents the younger 
aspirants from achieving prom¬ 
inence till it is too late. 



There is another less cottspi-. 
huous aspect. The mly rwo uni- j 
versities which played first class 
cricket and which attached com¬ 
parative importance to sporting 
ability have changed their atti¬ 
tude. Nowadays it is only 
academic skill that gets one into 
Oxford or Cambridge, and it is a 
generally accepted fact that 
cricketers are not distinction 
material. ^ 

There are, of course, excep- i 

tions to this. Hubert Doggart, the ; 
next president of the M.C.C. not 
only got a number of “blues”, 
and played a couple of Test 
matches, but also has an en vi¬ 
able academic record. Brearley 
is another from the same uni¬ 
versity, but the output has vir¬ 
tually dried-up, and one of the 
traditional breeding grounds has 
been lost, perhaps forever. 

It was John Arlott, I think, who 
said words to the effect that the 
social and economic health of a 
country, is reflected in the well¬ 
being and prosperity that the 
game enjoys. If indeed this is so, 
then the future of cricket is 
hardly bright. In most countries 
where it is played seriously, 
there are acute problems, 
whether it be racial fUscrimina- 
' tion, repression of basic rights, 
over-population, strikes and 
lockouts 

Except, of course, for the West 
Indies, where in spite of increas¬ 
ing tension, people seem to have 
coped so far, more than ade¬ 
quately, with the business of 
producing an endless stream of 
talent. Presumably it is due not 
only to the fanatical following, 
but also to a Caribbean outlook 
on life developed no doubt by 
the even presence of the sun, the 
sea and the inevitable rum and 
Coca Cola. 

One can only hope that these 
lovely islands are left to them¬ 
selves, but once again, one sus¬ 
pects that "interested" forces 
are ever ready to influence and 
confuse a people whose guile in 
no way matches their talent. 







My most memomble moments 
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S UBEDAR Major Leela Ram, 
now 52, was one of the two 
Indians to win a gold medal at 
the 1958 Commonwealtb Meet, 
the other one being tha'^Phwg 
Sikh ’ Milkha Sin^ Majxnr Ram 
had been the national wrestling 
champion for seven cons&cutive 
years from 1955 to 1961 antU he 
retired a victim of politics in 
marts. He was recommended 
for the Padma Sree and Arjuna^ 
Award, in 1973 and 1380respei>' 
rively, but did not get them due 
to some unknown reasons. JE&» 
worth was recognised last year 
when he was tmpointed Amia- 
tant Director m the Haryana 
Sports Department aftgy the 
ouster of Cban^.Ram. Lgde. 
Ram, whohailearrom Attutdho* 
la village in Chmicbi Dedd nf 
Bhiwani district, retired from 
the army after 17 years of sef* 
vice in 1979. 

T riumph over Rustam-e-lrM; 

Mohammadi on the first a» of 
1956 in Delhi’s National Stadium 
and winning a Gold Medal at (he- 
1958 Cardin Commonwealth Meet^' 
the first by any Indian in the'meet; 
marked the most nwmoraUe mh' 
mitas m my heavyweight wretkiitag 


carem*, though captaining the 
national wrestling squad at the 
Melbourne Olyhimu wai no less an 
honour. At Card# I had di^eaied 
an Australian in the final. My 
adversary was ihen^htunber two in 
the world. ' 

Yet another protd,. pieaDent 
came in 1967 whenl wwAMMisted 
the chief coach qf thnSwHmi iqnad 
to take part in the Wei , „ „ 

CSiamptonsI^M in Delhiv; I sew nw. 
‘shagirt’ (pnpit) dtegh 

win the first'Oirm' 

-lor 'India., in .'thnTIwSm 
pioDships. Vta-. 

ginf' u£y Cband ImWdnn 

m 1961. M #c |ipW- 


me in. 1 felt dejected and disillu¬ 
sioned. And that, incidentally, was 
my last year in the national cham¬ 
pionship. 

My talent, in fact, was never 
recognised thereafter until 1967 
when 1 was appointed chief coach 
of the Indian squad for the World 
Wrestling Championships in Delhi. 
Lest year the Haryana Governor 
desired to meet the person who had 
beaten Murti Mane. It was he tybo 
atdted what 1 was doing these days. 1 
told him that besides a bit pt Sodel 
Sbndce and workii^ <m.so^ ’she' 



mtdt',1 had to vend t^'apme tiias 
^syiag 'cards in my viuate fai Bid- 
wenTmicrkt of BaiyBita,-Be wee 
shspmd end promiaed me •; 
---tliapj 





'Hha!' 

_^__ _ ' btye 

an the iHald iib 

made-iiie • NCC kmenm';- 

Mm nut ia that with polifkiam 
the helm, wreatlers have qo 
jrAaiice to emne up. They me bmirn 
ifiMred all along. Wresdiiqh it 
inteias, is now meaat only for 
Mm spore is as good e« 
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Sportsworld Special 


1 


The hoax of 
amateurism 



I fli 

Thg start of the Packer speculation—Gavaskar talking with Asil Iqbal and 
Lynton Taylor 


The question of amateurism has 
acquired greater relevance in the 
light of the recent Income Tax 
proceedings initiated against 
certain soccer players in Calcutta. 
Are sportsmen justified in taking 
money? Are commercial 
organisations doing the right 
thing by giving sportsmen special 
facilities? Are arrangements like 
these detrimental to the very code 
of amateurism? The answers to 
these and other equally important 
questions are provided by RON 
HENDRICKS from Bombay, 
ASHOK KAMATH from Madras, A 
CORRESPONDENT from Delhi and 
RAJU MUKHERJI and SARAJIT 
DEB from Calcutta. 


R evolution is an ugiy word. But 
It IS precisely the one that will be 
needed to force radical changes and 
insulate the Olympic movement from 
the danger of disintegration Lord Kil- 
lanin was honest enough to admit “the 
politicians have taken over”. The Mos¬ 
cow boycott provided a sad finale to 
his eight-year term in a tough diploma¬ 
tic assignment. 

His piedecessor, the late Avery 
Brundage, pursued two cherished 
goals with single-minded devotion He 
strove relentlessly to keep the Games 
free of “politics and the dollar sign ” 
The pra^atism of Lord Killanin, a 
liberal Irish peer, could not oust the 
idealism of Brundage which encour¬ 
aged mass perjury by the competitors 
at the Games. Rule 26, which concerns 
the eligibility of athletes, may be 
altered and amended in the light of 
experience. But it will never be re¬ 
moved from the statute book and the 
Games will not go ooen. 

Lord Killanin saiu; “My personal 
view is that the Olympic rules should 
be such that athletes are not made to 
sign lies because of political pressures 
from their national Olympic commit¬ 
tees or their governments. We must 
come im with a rule that people can 
pbey.' I jua not in favour of Open 


Games if that means professionalism 
But nor do I believe that rules can’t be 
changed One has to be realistic " 
The allegation that the magnificent 
Edwin Moses, apparently invincible 
over the 400 metres hurdles, received 
$5,000 from the promoters of an athle¬ 
tics meet in Italy last summer for 
lowering his own world record left 
sensation-seekers looking for a pay-off 
scandal cloudburst They were 
doomed to disappointment. Powerful 
Milan Athletics Club promptly came to 
the defence of the American athlete 
The allegation was officially denied. 

It is not easy to establish the re¬ 
ceipt of illegal payments by athletes 

Amateur; (noun) "One who cultivates 
a particular study or art for the Jove of 
it, and not professionally, often with 
the suggestion that he is superficial, 
trifling, dilettantish, or inexpert: one 
who engages in sport purely for plea¬ 
sure, as opposite to professional” 
Professional: (adjecaVe>: “Pertain¬ 
ing to a profession: engaged in a 
profession or in the profession in ques¬ 
tion: competing for money prises or 
against those who sometimes do so: 
undertaken as a means of subsistence, 
as opposed to amateur." 


But there can be little doubt that 
under-the-counter payments for to 
pliners are in fashion The main draw- 
cards expect appearance money Fid¬ 
dling with expenses is not the only 
means of making money on the .side 

The authoritative American maga¬ 
zine, Track And Field News, carried 
out an m-depth survey of the scene 
under the title, “Take the Money and 
Run ” For the feature, it sent a strictly 
confidential questionnaire to a broad 
sampling of athletes, coaches, repor¬ 
ters, promoters and officials in the 
United States The leplies left no 
doubt that top-class performers were 
m the habit of receiving illegal pay¬ 
ments 

One promoter admitted' “I know of 
very few indoor meets that don’t look 
after the key athletes Those receiving 
payments are pretty well confined to 
the top ten or twelve athletes in a 
meet, the athletes who will provide the 
drawing power. There is simply not 
enough money in the track to go 
deeper in taking care of the athletes ” 

Not surprisingly, no European 
athletes replied to the magazine’s 
questionnaire. But US athletes, famil¬ 
iar with the old world, were quick to 
fill in some details. At least one wa; 
filled with a sense of injustice after a 




’ S(.andinavian met'tmK ^^hell. he le- 
toiiiited “An obscure 14 set hinh 
hurcllei said ‘let’s (jo Rei out money 
and have a paitv’ He could not be¬ 
lieve It when we told him wc got 
nothing He had tinished tilth or sixth 
and he was getting SlOO plus expenses 
and trasel even though he was just a 
til lei in the field " 

1i has been going on tor a long time 
though 'A gieai mans athletes who 
jiass oft as amaieuis wrote Montague 
Sheinian in “aie not onls profes 
sionals in riuth and tact, who make a 
hung out ol the spoit, hut, what is 
I ssoise, mans ol them are making a 
I hung out ol II h\ dishonest means” 
Sheiinaii liad to admit, howesei. that 
j ”oiu Hack' will do more to make a 
I success ol a meet than ‘tifts clocks 


I N lull rtioipe had liis Olsnipic 
gold medal toi d(‘cath1oii taken 
■ awas because it was discoseied he had 
ieceua.d i'bO a month tot placing semi 
pto liasc hall III pi euoiis summei vac a 
i Hons In l‘H2. Jules l.asoutiegiie. 

Iieiiih holdci ot the vsoild mile le 
I cold, was distjualiticd attei acciisa 
' Hons that he had leiciscd 2'i.0()() 
I'lench It lines lot i unning in Scandina 
' Uii 1 .isiuinegiie missed the chance ot 
. attending Ins tiiial appeal heiaiiseol a 


I 


cai accident 

I he same sear. Paavo .Nnimi. I'm 
land's gieatest athlete was hatted 
lioni comiietmg in the Los Angeles 
i)luiil>iis .itter a stotv bs a Swedish 
pajifi I l.iimecl that the “rising Linn’ 
legulails leceised p.iunents hu uin 
nmg The (let man ledeiation stieiig 
theiied the Ciise bv lepoiting iliai 
Ntiimi had l.ikeii S3()() tot laiing in 
l».m/ig and anothei 5'400 toi uimpet 
mg III Poland 

1 iiim the I'nited States, wheie Nut 
mi had competed mdoois. came onlv 
silence Nuimi was to state latei m 
lite ‘1 e.lined ms mones thiough ms 
hi ams. not mv legs ” 

Ihc next big scandal was m UI4'i 
when Sweden's Gundei Haegg and 
Aiiie Ancletson. both wot Id lecoid 
I'teakeis loi l.SOOm and the mile 
wcie disijuahtied by the Swedish ted 
ciaiioii atlei they had examined the 
accounts hooks of oiganismg clubs 
lite stmu'liis to the msestigation had 
come liom 'he Sssedish newspapti. 
f \/wesse/i, which claimed that an un 
olHci.il taiiM existed, establishing 
what sunis Haegg and Andeison 
should he ji.iid depending on whether 
Ol not tiles piouded a nesv world 


I I'c <11 d 

Ciuidon Pule escaped punishineiu 
l>\ iiuiiiiig pnilcssuinal 'W'es Santee 
w.is houiidicl out of amateui spoil hv 
the \mituiin Athletics Association fui 
iiggmg his expense accounts He mas 
have heaiLii l)i Kogei Bannister to 
till' epoch-inakiiig suh-toui-minute 
mile His battle fm leinstatement in 
law cfimts was unsuccessful 

M H KHA SlNf'ill once confided 
that he had leceised payments 
lot lurmmg in Kuro()c He was a toplm- 
t r. .Ill outstanding ipiait'.i milei Only 
one- Indian athlete has been depiisecl 
ol .tmaieui status That was a woman 


in 


sprinter from West Bengal She mod¬ 
elled for 'tack shoe advertisements 
and paid the penalty in 1964 

But the entire Caltex football team 
was spared a similar fate after winning 
the Rovers Cup The threat to their 
amateur status was highlighted the 
moment the first advertisement was 
run with their skipper, Latif, piaisuig 
the Ml lues of pup-corn 

Speedy action was taken The pub¬ 
licity campaign was stopped The 
advertising agency played ball Of 
course, the modelling fee of Rs 2'^n 
ccliuh each plavei was paid was le- 
luinc'd I'he attaii was hushed up 
The natuinal Olympic commit tee 
and the spoils fedeiations leave the 
am.itc’ui a sside margin in this counti v 
Wiestli IS get asvav with mill del Mas 
tel ChiUicIgi Ram even acted in a 
iniiue Hut he was allosved to compete 
j III both the i\sian t'lames. wheie he 
won ,1 gold medal, and the Munich 
j Olvmpus wheie hc‘ disgiaced himself 
! b\ "I unning” Out wtestleis pick mi 
‘ sunietlung a lot mote subsianiia! than 
i mud Irom the .iA'/i.ir<is' 

' I lie amateui lules base been re 
I laxed to alluss sjionsoiship to cuvet the 
expenses ot an athlete who would like 
to studs .ibioad .A diet allocsance is 
.ilso petmissible and Kattiaiaka 
i agieeil to p.ts Rs 1.000 a month to 
I w.iicis the diet allowance ol a wiesilei 
: tiom Nuiiii India' 

\ Mal.issian s|)oi tsssriteis weie 
\ amused when oiii V\oild Cup hemes 
I weie gisen noiliing mote than gai 
I lands h\ a .Sikh oiganisation that leiod 
' ilum .\sliok Kumai vsho scoied the 
\ winning goal against Pakistan in a real 
I hockes classic was gat landed tsvite 
i ‘What a loke. said a Malaysian 
, speitsuihe But the joke was on him 
Ne.itK woscMi into the flotal tiihutes 
wcH Ixiiidles ol Slalavsian dollars 
.'end then <iui hockey hemes stiuck it 
1 ich ihioiigh the saletv valve ol lunds 
liemg laised fot then families 

T .'VBLlitennis went open many’y'eai.s 
beloic lawn tennis But the nTT 
' Hiined Its hack on {iiotessionals 
Ranhhii Bhandaii, now an NIS coach 
I landeiJ in a sshole heap ol ttouhic 
[ because he went on a tom of Austialia 
’ sutli tile piolessional team of 
i Beigniaiin and Co They needed an 
j Indian plasei loi "colout” and it was a 
I pitv that the Indian adminisriaiois did 
I not abide by the wot Id body's ladical 
j ruling 

, Monts Mete bant, now a lawn tennis 
1 coaih in the I'nitecI States, was bet 
j lased bv the 1 IPI tie was given 
pel mission to compete in a pi i/e- 
monev competition in Tokyo He did 
exriemels well theie He had some 
notable ucioties, including one over 
Siiihek He seas 'uspended by the 
TTFl and was unable to lepresent 
Maharashtra on his leiurn I'oday, the 
TTl'T does countenance pri?e-monev 
competitions 

Theie is no dividing line between 
amateur and professional in table ten¬ 
nis But the Asiad comes under the 
Olsmpit umbiella Onlv amateurs aie 
jierrnitted to pailicipate How does 
this alfect the status of plavers who 


have competed in prize-money com 
petit|pns^ Apparently, this is no bar 
That’s the impression one gets from 
the list of players who have been 
called to the coaching camp and are in 
line for selection to the national repre- 
.sentative side 

Lawn tennis plavei s made a mock¬ 
ery ot the amateur lulcs before the 
game went open But the big money 
lay in turning piofessional Rama- 
nathan Kiishnan was the onlv Indian 
vsho svas invited to do so He refused 
tempting olfers to turn pro He played 
as an amateui and he took India into 
the Challenge Round of the Havis Lup 
in the twilight of his illustiioiis career 

Amateui plavei s rigged then ex 
penses They made a pietiv penny out 
ot ail fares Some ot the more avari¬ 
cious and unsciupulous held piomu- 
teis to ransom bv feigning illness on 
the inoining ol a tinal The right 
amount ot money was an instant cure 
They were soon fit enough to go on i 
couit 

Tile stands in Madras were once 
burned 'Ihe piomoteis had this gim¬ 
mick in mind when the voting Kama 
nathan Kiishiian's taihei plioiiol to ; 
tell them that he would nut abh to | 
plav in the linal Kiishnan was told to 
lepoir on time "N'o nonsense will be i 
toleiatcd ” I 

Kiishnan did not anise at the I 
coiiit ['lie inomoieis lushed lo vl^lt ] 
him and find our what was wrong “I I 
have a soie back,” they were told “I , 
can’t plas” Ihcs otfciod him .1 louple ■ 
ot thousand iiipees “It vou give me ' 
tise lakhs,” said Krish, "1 can r oblige i 
you Ms minis will not allow me 'o ' 
play ” Disappointed Ians set tiie to the ■ 
stands 

llovind Vasani, a piomineiii lo.uh ' 
and the fathei ot Niiujiania Mankad ' 
once till on .i tiosel ule.i He oig.iiiised | 
a hovLott of a (ouinameni in Bombay i 
bv the local plaveis if thes weie not i 
paid ilie expenses and travel inones . 
otleied to visiting plaveis liom othei | 
jiarts of the coiintrv And he got his ^ 
pound ot llesh, too' A tine example ot 
jilayei-power ! 

O PF.N tennis has eliminated the | 
need lor iiiideihand dealings, but I 
Ramesh Krishnan is still plaving as ,in | 
amateui He is keen on lepii-senHiig 
India in the 1982 Asiad vshere he 
should be a turn tavourile to win the 
gold medal But did Cliiiadeeii 
Miikherjea regain his amateui status 
by keeping our ot the Calcutta (hand 
Prix which Noah won’ It would seem 
so He played foi India in the Bangkok 
Asiad' 

Competitive spoil is not a pleasant | 
diversion for the idle rich It has a ! 
much bioader base Cricket in Eng¬ 
land cherished a peculiar form of 
dpaitheiii Cienilemen (amateurs') and 
playeis (protessionals) did nut enter 
the ground thiough the same gate Bur 
that distinction is a thing of the past 
Cricket has never leally botheted ab 
out amateui s and protessionals Thev 
are allowed to play togethei 

The Indian players of today do not 
really miss piincely pationage They 
have been absorbed into the commei 





Milkha Singh talking with Mrs Indira Gandhi How long will it take to produce another athlete like him'> 


cial world purely because of their 
ability to play cricket. One commercial 
house even issued the players appoint¬ 
ment letters “as cricketers” The star 
Indian players have the best of both 
worlds They get unlimited leave to 
represent their State and country and 
to play in England as professionals. 

The same concession was not ex¬ 
tended to Gulab Rai Ramchand by his 
former employers. He is now going 
great guns with Air-lndia Ramchand 
led India to a historic victory over 
Richie Benaud’s might/Australians in 
the Kanpur Test. He was fired by his 
company on the eve of the next Test at 
Bombay’s Brabourne Stadium They 
refused to give him leave to play for 
his country' 

The Board introduced professional¬ 
ism in India for a decade or two. Polly 
Umrigar, Vinuo Mankad, Vijay Man- 
jiekar and Salim Durrani played as 
professjonaLs in the Ranji Trophy The 
Board put an end to profe.«sionalism, 
which allowed a player to represent 
any State in the country in the Ranji 
Trophy, in the Sixties Manjrekar was 
the last of the cricketers to play as a 
professional in India 

Proficiency in cricket opens many 
doors to the Indian player He is in the 
lap of luxiiiy. He is assured gainful 
employment irrespective of his qual¬ 
ifications in more vital area.s That 
may be the reason why Ghulam 
.Ahmed, in his capacity as Board 
secretary, said “We will bung pressure 
on the playeis through their em¬ 
ployers if any of them try to defect to 
Packei " 

Only two spoit.s in India encourage 
.shamateurism—wrestling and soccer 
FIFA put an end to the regular appear¬ 
ance of Pakistani stars, like Moosa and 
Oomer, in the ('alcutta League The 
oiheis allow the “firmateui” and the 
“shamateur” lull play But our 
athletes are not good enough to pick 
up cash on the side by parading the 
equipment of sports good manufactur 
ers Their turn will come when we 
prtHuce another Milkha Singh' 

T HF. Olympic ideal of sport for 
spoi t’s sake has vanished long, 
long ago What remains is a nebulous 
concept winch eveiyone pretends 
exists but in reality does not The only 
real amateurs in sport left today are 
those superannuated fitness freaks 
jogging along the beach in an often 
belated attempt to stay healthy The 
middle aged business executive, used 
to high eating and high living, shaken 
out of his sedantaiv existence by his 
doctor, taking to a religious morning 
jog in a bid to pull back that obscene 
pauiich to respectable proportions, the 
upper middleclass housewife going 
through sauna baths and back-bendiiig 
exercises in a swank health club in the 
city—these are the leftover species of 
the amatelir tribe 

At the other end of the spectrum 
are the 'also rans’ in school level 
competitions, who later grow up to 
take part in an occasional nei^bour- 
hood sporting indulgence “for old 
tiioe's sakes.” 


In the Indian context, nearly all 
high-level competitive sport is 
amateur only in name No sportsman is 
said to be employed as say, a cricketer 
of the State Bank of India but it is hard 
to imagine that, say a Vishwanath was 
employed by his employers for his 
academic and other qualifications 
rather than his cricketing abilities 

The examples are legion and it is a 
simple fact of life that all those em¬ 
ployed under the euphemism of 
“sports quota” are in reality protes 
sionals in that it was their proficiency 
in their particular sporting discipline 
that has won them their biead, butter, 
and sometimes, jam. This is the prim¬ 
ary form of “professiomhsm”, 
although It IS not formally recognised 
as such No doubt, all our sportsmen 
employed for then excellence in sport 
also go through the regulai grind of 
attending office chores unconnected 
with sports but mure often than not it 
IS only a facade that has to be main¬ 
tained to keep up their “amateur" 
status 

Employment of spuitsmen and 
sportswomen on the basis of their 
erformance on the field is about the 
est thing that could have happened to 
Indian sports Government institutions 
like the Railways and the Services, 
quasi-governnient institutions, the Air¬ 
lines, the banks and private employers 
like Tatas, Mahindras etc., have to a 
great extent stepped into the shoes of 
the maharajas of pre-Independence 
India who used to patronise sports and 
sportsmen Enlisting personnel via the 
‘sports quota’ is probably not only 
inevitable in the world today but also 
the least offensive form of “sha¬ 
mateurism” And no sport ran escape 
this 

But side by side with the crumbling 
of the bastions of amateurism and the 
coming to the recognised “pro” in 
sports circuits, a group of totally hum¬ 
bug amateurs sprang out and the best 
examples of this tnbe are our footbal- 


lets doing the rounds in the Calcutta 
League They are by far the most 
professional of ‘amateur’ eportsmen in 
this country 

RICKET circles in Madras aie still 
gasping after learning of the re¬ 
portedly high salary the dashing young 
Tamil Nadu Ranji opener K Srikkanth 
has been recently hired on Srikkanth, 
who wcis very succes.sful last season, 
was offered quite a few jobs by institu¬ 
tions competing in the local league 

As a student last year, he played for 
the Young Men’s Association (YMAi 
This IS a ream sponsored by the South 
ern Petro-Chemical Industries Coi- 
poration Last May he completed his 
engineering studies and even before 
his results came out, he has been 
grabbed by the TVS group, reportedly, 
on a salary of Rs 2,400 plus a car for 
his use if true, these are about the 
best terms a young sportsman has got 
in recent limes And a few people in 
their right sen.ses can grudge Srik¬ 
kanth commanding, and getting, the 
puce he did 

The citing of Srikkanth’s case is 
only to reinfoice the earlier point on 
this foim of quasi-protessionalism in 
Indian sport today (Siikkanth. in¬ 
cidentally, turns out tor Alwarpet 
Ciickei Club sponsoreo by TVS—in 
the TNCA senior division league ) At 
the I ate private busine.ss houses are 
going about coughing up fabulous 
sums of money to employ some of our 
top spoitsmen, government and quasi- 
government institutions may find it 
difficult to recruit top-drawer sports¬ 
men very soon 

Then we come to yet another brand 
of pseudo-amateurs like some of our 
wrestlers While technically most ol 
our matmen qualify as amateurs and 
therefore are allowed to participate in 
the Olympic, Asian and like Games, it 
i.s common knowledge that most of 
them get fabulous amounts by wav of 
prize money. This is apart from under 
the-table “guarantee money” that 






some ot our topnotcners get to panici> 
ate in Indian-style wrestling meets 
eld by private sponsors 
Quite letently the toaching camp 
tor out wiestlers which was to be held 
at the NIS in Patiala turned out to be a 
non-starter because onlv tntee ot the 
thirtv-odd selected turned up for the 
camp The leason for this was very 
simple Conturrently with the camp 
was the Saniav (landhi Memoiial 
Wiestling Championship in Delhi and 
the wrestlers preferied to take pait in 
the Indian-stvie jkhar.i rathei than 
sweat It out in the cocKhing tamp in 
piepatatiiiri ttn the Asian (lames And 
natuiallv so, when the pii/e money for 
the wiiineis was something in the 
I egion ot Rs 80 000 tor the lop caieg- 
oiv and propoi lioiiatelv lowet down 
the scale It oui wrestlers die not 
professionals, who are’-* 

It IS III contexts like these that one 
wonders wh\ the wot Id still clings to 
an ohsolete ideal like aniatcuiism 
(.■ompeiiiive spoil has given bmh to 
piotessioiialisni and no sane pel son is 
going to s.uiitice an opportunity to 
make money, to the best of his ability, 
when the going is good Amateurism is 
all light 111 non-competitive sport hut 
the man oi woman who gives the best 
Iiaii ol his oi her life in piiisuit of 
competitive spoit must necessarily riv 
and lake in as miuh money as his oi 
her spoiling pioliciencv is capable of 


H DCKI'A is one ot the lew spoiling 
disciplines m the woild sin living 
uiulei an illusion ol total aniateuiism 
But the lart lein.iiiis that “jiroies 
sionahsin" lO somt toim oi the othei 
exists Most III the top Kuiopean clubs 
pay lantastic sums to leciuit players 
and a scaled down veision ot thi.s ex 
ists m the Bengal Hin;ki‘\ l.eag'ic* 
wheie top clubs vie with each othei to 
“pui chase” oiitstation plaveis 

Competiiien loi the hoikev title iii 
the Bengal llockei Assoclatimi l.ea 
que IS so seieie that the clubs tolloiv 
the simple ruse as in then liiuth.ill 
Ccimi>aigns, ol ••impoiiing" plaveis 
Itom other States .Adheiiiig to the 
laws ot demand and snppiv. tlie Inghei 
the pl.ivei's laiing. the highei Ins pa\ 
packet '! hat is whv there is this shadv 
business ol intei-Stale liansters whicli I 
crop up lime and again The lules | 
goveinmg inter State tiansfeis stipii | 
late that the plavei seeking transfer \ 
should be a resident, at least six i 
months earliei, m the luiisdiciion ol ■ 
the State he is seeking to be ti.ins 
letted 

Many plaveis who want to paitici- 
pate III the Bengal llockev I.eagne. do 
not want to give up then jolis witli tlie 
mstitiitions they .ire already ivoiking 
in and ihercdore take then ceitilitaies 
ot residence and employment to meet 
the requitements, oi they do the next 
best thing and tti and get tiansletied 
on temporaiv duty (till the hockey 
season lasts) to then (.akuita ntlice. 
theieby enjoving the best ot hoth 
worlds 

The problem was so acute .i cou|ile 
ot seasons ago that the Indian Hockey 

12 


reaera'ion unaer m.A.M JKamaswamy 
banned three players on grounds of 
illegal transfei's and were slapped with 
a court case by the players in question. 
What was more interesting, one of the 
“poorer” affiliates ot the BHA tiled a 
case against the BHA fur aiding and 
abetting some of the illegal transfers 
effected by the biggei clubs 

The other kind of hockey profes¬ 
sionals are players like Olympians 
Cedric Pereira and M P Oanesh, to 
name two, who got themselves plumb 
c'oaching-cum-playing assignments 
with clubs m Europe hut who are still 
qualified to play in the Olympics and 
the Asian Oames because they are 
technically amateurs 

V OLLEYBALL and volleyhalleis 
nelong to that niajotity category of 
iinpamper“d sports and sportsmen in 
India Naturally, when a good “offer” 
comes along, anyone would be eager to 
giab it The Oulf has not only lured 
some ol out skilled, semi-skilled and 
manual woik toice Some of our vol- 
levballers too have been bitten by the 
Gulf bug 

It all began aiound December 1978 
w'hc'ti two Aiah officials landed in 
Delhi with the explicit put pose of 
hiring .111 Indian volleyballer whom 
they had seen on the 1 V ctiverage of 
the Bangkok Asian Gaines They did 
not know the name of the viillevlidller 
I in question but they could lemember 
j his lest tiumhei—foiii It tinned out 
I that numher four was Keralite ace 
I spikei, Jimmy George Someone in 
i Delhi (liiected our Arab friends to 
i Tiivandrum where effoits were made 
to gel in touch with Jimmy George, 
selling as a ciicle inspecloi in the 
Keiala Police 

Main C Kappeti, toimer captain of 
C.iliiiit I'niveisiiv and an Indian Uni- 
leisiiii's star, was the first to be con¬ 
tacted by the duo fiom the United 
Aiab Eniiiates and thinugh him the 
first tidteh ol thiee Indian volleybal- 
leis was hitc'd hv them dining the last 
wei'k ot December 1978 Jimmy 
I Gc'oige who could not get leave im- 
I mediately, joined them a year later 
rhi' men cuiienilv playing tor clubs in 
ihe I'A E aie Jimmy Geoige. PT 
Thomas (iaied vei v highly as a junior). 
Mam Kappeii, Railways’ Manuel, 
Ketala’s Blesson Geoige and Suiesh 
Mishia 

While Jimniv and Thomas 'epre- 
seni the .Mni Dhahi Sports Chib in the 
U A I League, Mam Kapjien and 
Manuel play loi the Al-Na.sei Yimrts 
Club. All ihiee clubs aie among the 
toji ones in the U A E With an annual 
sjioits liudget ot (hold youi breath') 
fitteeii million dith.ims (aiound 
1 ojiees J 2 cioies) the L' A E League is 
inn along tlie lines ot the County 
I Cl icket championship in England All 
clubs aie aliiiived to impoit players 
tiom any pait ot the woild and until a 
couple ot viMis ago, the number of 
foieign playeis each cluli was allowed 
to liave on its lolls was three Now the 
nntnher is lesriicted to t'vo per club 
Incideniallv. all the impoiied plav- 
fis are. on papei. employees ol some 


Government department or the other 
an^ are, ostensibly, not paid by the 
clubs they play for Thus, they retain 
their ‘amateur’ status. 

I NDIAN athletics is still far from the 
stage where organisers can afford to 
make under-the-table payments to the 
top stars You need money to do that, 
money that largely comes from the 
paying spectators And everybody 
knows that track meets are not the 
same thing as football matches where 
tickets are even sold in the ‘black 
market ’ Yet our athletes are not as 
amateur as they should be in the 
propel sense of the term It could be 
claimed on their behalf that they are 
more amateur than their European or 
American counterparts who are not 
only financed by sportswear firms but 
are al.so said to receive other under¬ 
hand payments, though this sort of 
thing IS not easy to prove ‘Amateur¬ 
ism’ is all a question of degree Some 
are mure or less ’amateur’ than others 
But very few are honestly amateur 
To start with, let us examine the 
aspect of jobs for athletes About 20 
years ago, the late Pratap Singh 
Kairon, the dynamic Chief Minister of 
Punjab, started a new trend when he 
appointed the 'Flying Sikh’, Milkha 
Singh, depiitv director of spot ts in the 
State Government in recognition of his 
feats as a 200 and 400 metres lunner. 
Many an eyebrow was raised then 
Was Milkha, who had iisen fioni an 
army sepoy to jamadar at that time, 
qualified for the job^ But a way had to 
be found to reward him and show the 
test ot the countiy that Punjab was 
always one step ahead 

To hell with the amateur code and 
all such nonsense It was claimed that 
such a step would only inspiie other 
Punjab athletes But the tact is that it 
was Milkha, the runner, who inspired 
othei athletes, not Milkha, the deputy 
directoi 

Not to be outdone, Uttar Pradesh 
also put decathlon champion Vijay 
Singh Chauhan in a chair behind a 
desk in some stuffy office in Luc know 
How many athletes has Chauhan in¬ 
spired to higher feats since he turned 
a bureaucrat’ That was UP’s way of 
rewarding one of its sons for his gold 
medals as an amateur athlete 

The scholarships offered by col¬ 
leges and univeisities to so-called stu¬ 
dents for athletic achievement are 
again a violation of the code It is 
common knowledge that in some 
northern States, colleges have e.nrol- 
led boys on the understanding that 
they will represent the institution foi 
four or five years at the end of which 
they would somehow get a degree 
Their degrees aie a disgrace to educa¬ 
tion These degree-holders are hardly 
able to converse beyond a sentence or 
two From their fees to their food, 
everything is ‘free’ Can they be called 
amateurs as the term should be under¬ 
stood’ 

There was a time when the Arjuna 
Award was nothing but a cherished 
symbol Bur now it also carries with it 
a monetaty benefit of Rs 250 a month. 





iJosl}’ JlipoJis jqainsl Kim Hughes in the 


It is called a scholarship so that the i 
amateur status of the receiving athlete ^ 
IS not jeopardised '< 

When Gopal Saini returned from ^ 
the Asian Track meet at Tokyo in a 
June, he was awarded Rs 5,000 by the j 
Rajasthan Government for having won > 
a gold medal and a silvei medal It 
might be culled a diet allowance! The 
cheque may be written in the athlete's 
father's, oi wife's name, but the money 
is meant fur the athlete. Haidly an 
amateur practice. 

Saint's long distance running re 
minds one of the gieat Paavo Nurmi. It 
IS said of the 'Flving Finn' that even ht 
ran into money in the holy age of 
amateuis Athletes, when they reach a 
state of high excellence, have a way of 
mocking at the hoax called amateur¬ 
ism It has very little to do with reality i 
Like income-tax law.s, everybody j 
breaks the amateur code In most . 
cases It IS due to economic compulsion 
In the case of the top men and women 
they expect then sweat and toil on the 
track not only to biingmedtils but also 
haul cash. Both are then personal . 
propel ty But the medals are always 
won in the name of the country, never 
mind what the Olvmpic Code says Not 
the cash, which is the most important ' 
incentive Altei all, like everyone else, | 
athletes also are human 

Jobs aie won these days on the 
i stitngth of athletic achievement No- 
J thing wrong, one might as well sav But 
when the athlete takes up his lob, 
theie IS an unwritten .igreement be ' 
tween the emplovei and the employee i 
1 that the lattei will not be expected to | 

I do actual work in ottice or factory He i 
buzzes ott alter signing the attendant e 
I legisier He is supposed to be at the 
I ground, but even it he is not there, no 
I questions arc asked 

In the Railways they are absorbed 
I as Welfaie Inspectois, a job that eii- 
I allies them to be away from office loi 
j any length ol time Once employed, 

I athletes allow themselves to stagnate 
i But that IS a diffeieiit mattei 
I Not onls )obs. even pHimotions aie 
demanded and gained on the strength 
ol athletic achievement It, as a nation | 
al champion, an athlete i'- a junior 
Welfaie Inspectoi, he expects to be 
promoted to senior on winning an 
Asian medal When promotions are 
denied, discontent causes athletes to 
I look out foi a change Gita Zuislii, who 
was a cleik m the Not them Railway 
headquarters, became an otticei in the 
Haryana Spoits Depaitment after she 
won an Asian Games mild medal The 
Railways could not offei hei anything 
bcttei than the post of a head clerk 

O rFER.S of flats and plots of land 
are yet another way ol lewarding 
medal-winning athletes Siiiam Singh, 
the national and Asian Games 800 
metres champion and Olympic finalist, 
was awarded a plot of agncultuial 
land bv the Rajasthan Government 
Han Chand, the former national and 
Asian 10,000 metres champion, had a 
similar offer from the Punjab Govern¬ 
ment. Such government awards are 
nothing new But this was a practice of 


a bygone age—the old colonial days of 
the Raj—when agricultural land, cal¬ 
led “Murahhd", was the reward tor 
meritorious service liy Indian soldiers 
m the cause of the Crown Then why 
grudge oui athletes’ rewards in the 
shape of real estate especially, when it 
IS the practice also in manv other parts 
of the woild"'' The point is Is ib legiti¬ 
mate according to the amateur code as 
laid down bv the Olympic Movement'^ 

Athletes spend sevetal months in a 
yeai at training camps at the expense 
ol the tax-payer Again, this is hardly 
in contoimity with the code Fiom 
time to time the question comes up 
when the world’s Olympic leaders 
meet Seiious sounding pronounce¬ 
ments are made but the code con¬ 
tinues to be observed only in the 
breach 

Since prize money tournaments 
weie introduced some years ago, table 
tennis playeis in India can no lunger 
be culled siiictiv amateur A ranked 
player, if he goes all out on the Indian 
prize monev circuit, however shoit it 
mav be. can expect to make a decent 
five-figure amount in a year He hasn’t 
had It so good and no one should 
grudge him his addiiioiial eainings, 
both above and undei the table But 
the question that has to be honestly 
answeied is' aje Indian table tennis 
playeis piiie amaieuis’’’ It they aie not, 
then why keep up talse pretences'* 


Inclo-Ausiralian senes 

There was a time when table tennis 
was a parlour game called Ping Pong. 
It IS now a very seiiuus pursuit all over 
the world In tact, the membership of 
the world table tennis bodv is next in 
number only to that of the track and 
field organisation ft keeps gi owing all 
the time Only leceiitly, the Koreans 
were tearing a shortage of coaches 
because of the demand foi then ex 
perts in the Middle Fast countiies. In 
oui own country emplovei s sometimes 
vie with one another to secure the 
services of good plavers because a 
table tennis tropliv tan bung some 
measuie of prestige to an institution 

Maniit Dua, one of the f’nest left- 
handed exponents of the gime the 
country has ever pioduced, was luied 
away from the Railways bv Bharat 
He.ivv Electionics Ltd That was the 
only way Delhi could be assured of his 
services in the National Cham¬ 
pionships In addition to what players 
like Dua eain fioni their jobs, they 
have liberal leave rules lo enable them 
to play m piize monev tournaments 
Only recently, a Government directive 
doubled the special casual leave for 
them to tram at coaching camps fiom 
one to two months 

For promising voung playeis, Indi¬ 
an /\iilines has a special scheme under 
which they get a stipend of Rs 250 a 
month in addition to free an travel 
and other facilities to take pait m 



tournaments and improve their stan¬ 
dards. Players like Chandrashekhar 
and Ramesh Babu benefited from the 
scheme before moving on to new jobs 
in Banks. This year the Airlines plan to 
enrol half a dozen new players, includ¬ 
ing Nitin Pun, former lunior national 
champion. In return, these young play¬ 
ers will represent the Airlines in the 
National Championship for institu¬ 
tions affiliated to the Table Tennis 
Federation of India 

Gone are the days when the Indian 
table tennis piayei played only tor fun 
Now he expects returns for his talent. 
Returns in the shape of cash and jobs 
When he is denied this, he agitates 
Today he is stronger because he is 
more organised. He haggles and bar¬ 
gains with tournament organisers and 
other officials in a way chat could 
sometimes put seasoned trade union¬ 
ists to shame The female of the spe¬ 
cies IS nut far behind Are they all pure 
amateurs? Let the reader judge for 
himself 

A mateurism is a term quite fre¬ 
quently used in various contexts 
these days Misunderstood, misiepre- 
senred, mi.sqiiuted, neveitheless the 
concept still retains its popular fla¬ 
vour Now, then what really does the 
term imply in the world of cricket’' 
Lexicon would lead us to regard an 
amateur as one who practises an art or 
a game purely as a pastime without 
any remuneration Or, to go still furth¬ 
er in a different sense, the word 
amateui is a synonym foi the unskil¬ 
led Thank God, Cohn Cowdrey—the 
celebrated ‘‘amateur”—was neither. 
His batsmanship was rare wine of 
excellent vintage and to keep rhythm 
with the poetry of his hatting art—I 
must digress 

Back to amateui ism and its ills. 
Colin Cowdrey did give the impression 
that the game was not his bread and 
butter Quite true. Public school and 
Oxford University background did not 
quite prepare him to lead the life ol 
moroughbred professional ol County 
cricket circuit But can he truthfully 
deny that cricket gave the extra help¬ 
ing of jam to his buttered toast’ The 
cricket ge«r and clothes that carried 
his name allowed him mote pecuniaiy 
privileges than what his eminent pio- 
fessional colleagues of the Test team 
earned from the game F S Trueman 
did not take too kindly to the idea of 
an acknowledged amateur earning 
more than a contract profe.ssional from 
the game itself In fact, in the late 
Fifties, Tiueman was censured by 
Lord’.s for having the couiage to come 
out with the truth in public 

In Engli-sh ciicket, there was a time 
till the early Sixties when the distinc¬ 
tion between the “amateur gentle¬ 
man” and the “professional player” 
was apparent lo the point of iidicu- 
lousnc.ss Sepal ate dressing looms 
(pre-War davs) and the addition of the 
prefix 'Mr' to the amateui's suiname 
were constant reminders ol class con¬ 
sciousness of their leudal stiucture 
Hence Cowdiev, dc.spite all contiadic- 
tions, remained a true blooded 


amateur in the hallowed pages of the 
Wisden 

This form of quixotic logic in En¬ 
glish cricket had its origins since the 
days of the “Doctor” William Gregory 
Grace, a qualified medical practition¬ 
er, decimated all apposition with cli¬ 
nical efficiency by the magic wave of 
his willow. He had no qualms about 
utilising his cricketing services for 
financial gams. Actually, his earnings 
from cricket tar exceeded that of his 
contemporary cricket professionals 
The simple rea.son was that W. G. 
Grace had more crowd-drawing power 
than anybody else. The money he 
received was rightfully his Then why 
the hypocrisy of labelling him as an 
amateur’ However, habits die hard, 
more so in case of bad habits Sir Jack 
Hobbs never led his country (although 
he deputised once) because of his 
“pro” Status Walter Hammond was 
forced to become an amateur in order 
to captain P'ngiand Much later in the 
mid-Fiities—after the sun had set on 
the British Empire—sanity dawned 
with the appointment of Sir Len Hut¬ 
ton as the fust professional to lead 
England. 

Here in India comparatively we are 
deal in this respect Unnecessary 
branding of cricketeis is non existent 
This IS a healthy, pleasant surprise lor 
we Indians are still famous fui our 
pro-British leaving.^ to the point of 
being servile. In the initial stages, the 
princely States looked aftei the finan¬ 
cial requiiements of the players To¬ 
day mercantile fii ins and public orga 
nisations have done an excellent job in 
providing security to the cricketers 
We do not really boihei to distinguish 
among our cricketers. Dilip Doshi— 
County cricket pr<".fe.ssional in Eng¬ 
land for a number of years, Madanlai 
Sharma—Lancashire League “pro”, 
and Guridappa Vishwanath—Test 
cricketer pat excellence, and all the 
others are categoiised as plain and 
simple cricketers without the unneces¬ 
sary ornamentation of amateur and 
professional status The royalty that 
Sunnv Days brings is the author’s 
nghtiful due What has amateui or 
professional status got to do with his 
earnings’ If a player asks for appear¬ 
ance-fee and gets ii, that is solely his 
business As a hanker my opinion is 
that il a commodity or service is 
niaiketable and has social valuq then 
one should go ahead full steam and 
capitalise on it Indian cricket has 
revealed maturity and commoqsense 
to a temarkable degree in its handling 
of this rather illogical though sensitive 
issue 

Now let us lake a wide view of the 
domestic marketability of Indian 
cricketers It., a known seciet that in 
the intei-office irickei tournaments in 
Bombav. certain office clubs streng¬ 
then their teams by offering cash allq- 
wances to promising cricketer.s, espe¬ 
cially college students The experience 
of some of the current Test cricketers 
will bear testimony to the fact. In the 
invitation cricket tournaments around 
the country, wealthy sponsors, for the 
sake of prestige, do not hesitate to 


uua subsciimial sums by wa^ of match' 
fee td the players. The cricketers in, 
India never really had any 
apprehensions about accepting the in> 
ceqnves as they thankfully do not 
have to justify their amateur/profes- 
sional status Howevgr, of late, a cer¬ 
tain notion has gained much ground 
that Calcutta cricketers receive under- 
the-counter payments They do receive 
money no doubt like their counter¬ 
parts around the country. But it is 
wrong to say that the cash earnings are 
not disclosed As m any other profes¬ 
sion or business, some players prob¬ 
ably do not declare their actual earn¬ 
ings to the tax authorities but others 
do. And that’s that It need,s no Ein¬ 
stein to declare that the well organised 
black economy in our country thrives 
with the help of people ftum all walks 
of life very much including the “re 
spectable” professionals in law and 
medicine 

Without trying to justify .something 
that IS illegal let me give you an idea 
ol what goes on in the Leagues in the 
north of England. In the majority of 
the Leagues, every club is allowed just 
one contract professional The other 
ten for all official purposes aie to be 
legarded as amateur club cricketers . 
The fact ts, of these ten, there are 
some cricketers mostly from overseas 
who are neither strictly amateui nor 
are they ofhcially declared piofession- 
al Thew players aie paid on a match 
by match basis stnctly under-the- 
table Their earnings aie ohviou.slv 
kept secret tiom the tax authorities 

Heie in India, sometimes we hear 
of peojiie bianding Calcutta cricketeis 
as mercenaries I am sine these ill- 
advised people are not well ac¬ 
quainted with the meaning of the 
term If by the wbid “mercenary" is 
meant doing honest work for cash 
incentive then everyone among us is a 
mercenary The eminent lawyer finds 
no time for the pooi man The re¬ 
nowned doctoi avoids Government 
hospitals and villages The business 
executive hops around at the slightest 
S9eni of exfa perk. The professor 
accepts private-tuition fees without 
ever contemplating giving a receipt 
Then why the hypocrisy of casting t.ie 
first stone at Spoilsmen’ And then 
again, when fit st-c lass cricketers 
tran-sfer their State allegiance fot 
some mtei est or other why is so much 
fuss made when Calcutta club cricke¬ 
ters change then club colours’ 

Man’s pursuit fur material \Vealth 
has not changed much in the last 
hundred years “The Doc” pioneered 
the trend among cricketers conve¬ 
niently hiding his huge frame in the 
bushe.s of amateui ism In fact, the very 
first visit of the Englishmen to Austra¬ 
lia was thi& le.sult of private spon¬ 
sorship Shades of Kerry Packer even 
in those “glorious” days! Let us be 
honest and face facts Sjitirts over the 
years has become big business and if 
you want entertainment you better 
realise you can no longer get it free 

A S far as football is concerned,, 
amateurism is a massiye htwix, 
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reasons are vei? simple. By Indian 
football, we still mean football played 
in Calcutta as this city is the real 
centre of soccer in the country. There 
are various reasons for this. Some 
might argue that Bengal lost the last 
Nationals, but it ^ould not be 
forgotten that they won the title five 
years running prior to this loss. 
Besides, if one takes into account the 
trophies won by the three top teams 
from Calcutta over the last few years, 
one reaches the inescapable 
conclusion that Calcutta is still the 
Mecca of Indian football 

Let us get down to brass tacks. 
People connected with the game know 
that professionalism, to a large extent, 
exists in Calcutta football The main 
reason for this is the fringe benefits 
that go along with the- adulation in 
Calcutta. A player who can make it to 
one of the “Big Three”, Mohun Bagan, 
East Bengal and Mohammedan 
Sporting, is expected—on an 
average—to benefit to the tune of Rs. 
50,000 a year. This holds true as long 
as he manages to remain in the club, or 
conversely, as long as he is in demand. 

why tnis cat-and-mouse 
business?” a senior player who has 
been in the top bracket for the last 
eight years said “We want to be 
recognised." At the same time, he 
would think twice about leaving his 
permanent job and turning 
professional. A better way of saying it 
would be that he wants the best of 
both worlds. 

“The whole thing is a hoax, 
especially in Calcutta,” said the same 
player. “In other parts of the country, 
the teit teams are the office sides-L 
JCT, BSP, Mafatlal, Dempo, Vasco, 
Prepiier Tyres, Orkay Mills—but this 
is not so in Calcutta. There is a reason 
for this. When I used to play for a 
Railway side in Calcutta, 1 did not 
exert myself fully, except in the 
matches against the Big lliree. That 
was because 1 wanted the officials of 
these clubs to acknowledge my talent. 
I knew if 1 caught their eye, I would 
cnobably be railed up, thereby 
fulfilling my ambition of playing for a 
side. Besides, when one plays for a 


I big side, one receives certain other 
benefits. 

“The other matches did not matter. 

1 knew my services would not be 
terminated even if I played badly 
Neither, on the other hand, would I 
receive any additional benefits if 1 
performed creditably What did I have 
to lose? 

“Most ironic of all, I got a job in the 
Railways because of my footballing 
talent. The situation, though, is 
different now. I know that if I do not 
play according to the standard 
expected of me, ray demand will fall 
next year So whenever 1 enter the 
field, for matches big and small, I 
know I have to play good football ” 

This amateurism controversy has 
become a hot topic of discussion in 
Calcutta’s football fraternity It seems 
that some players of the Big Three are 
ready to pay tax So, in an indirect way 
they are admitting that they do 
receive money. 

The ball started rolling a few years 
back when the Income Tax 
Department served notices to some 
leading players on the Calcutta 
Maidan but the whole thing was 
hushed up, mainly due to pressure 
from the State Government It 
generally happens that there are 
always a few important officials in the 
State Government (Ministers, MLA’s, 
MP's and Secretaries) who are closely 
associated with these three clubs and 
who intervene 

Over the last few years, the Income 
Tax Department have periodically re¬ 
opened these cases, only to close them 
again due to some pressure, which is 
mainly political This time, though, the 
IT Department seems to be serious 
They have, obtained a list (from the 
Indian Football Association) of players 
who have played for these clubs over 
the last three years, and have even 
asked the clubs to furnish details as to 
how much money the respective 
players have received 

During the morning piaciice 
.sessions, sonje of the players were 
served with notices. Most of the 
players and the clubs, too, have sought 


time from the Income Tax 
Department There are a few others 
who have taken the initiative and have 
settled the amount. They have, by 
doing so, admitted that they are 
getting money from their clubs. How 
can they participate in the League, 
which IS supposed to be reserved for 
■amateurs? 

As the saying goes, there is a 
solution to every problem It is alleged 
that the clubs are thinking of a way 
out They are considering showing the 
expenses as medical or travelling 
allowances They aie helping to 
safeguard the players and at the same 
time keeping their accounts clean, 
once and for all. This will help the 
players a great deal because they will 
not be labelled as pros and at the same 
time they might perhaps get rid of the 
“taxing” problem. 

In an indirect way, the offices 
which field a team also encourage 
professionalism This may sound a bit 
off the track but these officesTecruit 
players for certain posts, when in most 
cases the players do not have the 
necessary qualifications They are 
recruited only on the strength of their 
performances on the field And what 
happens after they are employed? 
Thev are Created like princes and get 
all the facilities one can think of They 
do not have to attend office, nor is ; 
leave a problem In an indirect way 
they are helping the players 
financially—which can be interpreted 
as professionalism in a very broad 
sense 

But will all these solve the problem 
permanently? What one really fails to 
understand is why not go about it the 
propel u av? I'he player quoted earlier 
was right when he said that players 
aie least bothered about their 
peiformances when playing for office 
teams So why not go about it the other 
way around? These offices spend a 
considerable sum anyway on building 
up reams Thev might just as well 
spend that amount on sponsoring a 
club to take to professionalism The 
office would get the publicity it needs 
and at the same time the standard of 
the players would improve. 
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MIKE BREARLEY: 
Resurrection 
from the Ashes 

TONY LEWIS 

1 AM not sure how many cricket over the very job Botham had inher- John's College in Cambridge, he had 
overs around the world appreciated ited ‘ from him However, even when the ability to stand back from issues 
what influence Mike Brearley ex- Botham first took over as England and to dissect the whole before tack- 
erted—and continues to exert, after captain, I firmly believed that the ling the specific 
having replaced Ian Botham in this Brearley attitude would remain in the 

series—on the game as captain of England dressing rooms for a long It was this instinct for rationalising 

En^and He first presided over the time to come. everything that secured for Mike 

England team when the long- Brearley was—and still is—particu- Brearley an immense popularity with 

established suzerainty of the Boards of larly straight with his players. He his players. In a period of‘three years 
Control of the various cricket-playing would not hesitate to call a team in which the paramount discussion was 
nations was being t^hallenged by Kerry meeting and chide the most senior always money and rewards for players. 
Packer and Wond Series Cricket. player if he thought he deserved it. He he was their most articulate and effec- 
Botham replaced him, but Fate de- applied a f^eat deal of thought to all tive advocate. He was not popular in 
creed that Mike Brearley would come his decisions and, as you might expect establishment circles. He challenged 
back again, ironically enough, taking from a man who got a Triple First at St authority, inspected their decisions 
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Brearley and the late Ken Bamnglon inspect the pitch at the Wankhede Stadium pnor to the Jubilee Test Also in the picture is Alec Bedser 


and approved them if they stood the 
test, but criticised them and worked 
against them if he thought they were 
bad toi the profession of a cricketer 

Take for example his refusal to turn 
out his team for a photograph at a Test 
match in Birmingham “But it is the 
official team photograph,” pleaded 
the man from the news agency Breai- 
ley simply asked him, “Who will be 
making the money out of this photo¬ 
graph^ Only you as you sell it to 
publications around the world So, we 
will have your photograph, but you 
must pay the team ” The photographer 
fled Brearley was right 

In Australia, a renowned English 
journalist, Ian Woolridge, was making 
a documentary film fur television and 
he asked the England captain if the 
cameras could film inside the dressing 
room Brearley said yes and demanded 
money. Woolridge said no and left. i 

Many leporters from many media 
can tell their tales of asking Mike 
Brearley for interviews “How much 
money are you payingj*,” has always 
been the response There are two 
reactions to his behaviour Some say 
that the captaincy of England 
embraces a responsibility to conduct a 
reasonable amount of public relations 
by way of radio and Press interviews, 
others acknowledge that he has 
rationalised the cricketer’s job and not 
before time. Was the cricketer not the 
most exploited of all professional 
sportsmen? 

Whichever way you think, and I 
personally have been quite happy to 
see him make his point but he should 
never be underestimated. He con¬ 
ducted the players’ revolution from 


within the established game. It is no 
coincidence that the England team has 
a commercial agent and that it is 
Brearley’s own England players no 
longer attend the many invitations to 
stores or other fringe commercial acti¬ 
vities, either at home or abroad, if 
they are not properly contracted and 
paid their price (Just think, we used 
to amble along anywhere just for a 
free suitcase') 

M ike brearley was not pre¬ 
pared to be a part of the triangu- 
lai series in Australia two winters ago 
unless the pay was appropriate. How 
much were the former Packer players 
getting’ How much were the promo¬ 
ters, the Australian Board receiving’ 
Questions, questions It was about 
time someone worked them out 

Gone are the days of the spirit “My 
country calls and here 1 am ” Now the 
deal has to be right Cricket is profes¬ 
sional entertainment and the enter¬ 
tainers are the players. 

Of course where this argument 
annoys the amateur workers for the 
cause of cricket is that the top few can 
be greedy only at the expense of the 
lower order Monies coming intc the 
Test match coffers have to nurture the 
game from the very grass roots. It is 
difficult to appeal for cash year after 
year. Test matches, income is vital to 
the sustenance of the whole game. 

There are other critics of the Test 
ciicuit and surprisingly, these are in 
the body of the County game in Bri¬ 
tain, the County professionals. The 
English professional who has never 
played for England earns a basic wage 
this season of £4,8S0 a year. Those who 


play Tests in 1980 will this year re¬ 
ceive £1,400 per Test So it may hap¬ 
pen that Graham Gooch of Essex, for 
example, will collect £8,400 from six 
Tests and another £2,500 from one day 
internationals and prize monies, tak¬ 
ing his summer’s haul, including his 
County wage, to £15,000 This is three 
times the earnings of senioi players in 
his County side, men of taleqt who are 
colourful parts of the professional en¬ 
tertainment business, such as Ray 
East, Keith Fletcher and others The 
differential between a Gooch and an 
East IS too great, say the professionals. 

They also concede that it is impossi¬ 
ble to change now How can you im¬ 
pose a wage freeze in days of infla¬ 
tion? However, it is commonlv be¬ 
lieved that the deal was struck too 
hard in the first place, when Mike 
Brearley’s name was associated with 
the counter-Packer movement which 
found an initial £1,000 per Test match 
for the England players who had 
stayed at home The Breurley touch 
has been applied mainly to the top 
echelon which he inhabited dui ing the 
wage revolution 

It will therefore remain Mike 
Brearley's legacy to the game that he 
rationalised the profession and helped 
the top cricketers achieve what they 
longed for—parity with the company 
executive, a stardom to compare with 
the international golfer or the tourna¬ 
ment tennis player 

As cricket entered an era of televi¬ 
sion coverage linked to sponsorship 
he, as much as anyone, saw to it that 
the England team and its individuals 
obtained a remuneration suited to 
their top billing. 















Three faces of Brearley 

S. VENKATARAGriAVAN, former Indian 
captain, explains the reasons for Brearley's success 


I GUESS I could cldini a close 
friendship with Mike Brearli-y and 
naturally I have had the opportunity to 
observe Mike in three different pro¬ 
files—Mike the man, Mike the cricke¬ 
ter and Mike the captain 

As a man, I like Mike fieitiendous- 
ly During my Derbyshiie days I natur¬ 
ally ran into him on many an occasion 
but I have special reason to fondly 
remember the 1979 series when we 
weie rival captains Mike’s is a classic 
example of deceptive appearances Be¬ 
hind the ostensible he’s-a-jolly-good- 
fellow exteiior lies a veiy strong 
man—shrewd, calculative and ex¬ 
tremely sure of himsell 


You talk to him and you realise that 
he knows what he is talking about, 
which IS not something that can be 
said of many uthei people. His 
academic background suitaces in mat¬ 
ters of cicket too That explains his 
deeply analytical appioaih to the 
game of cricket And moie than any 
thing else, he is able to hung out the 
best from each of his team-mates This 
IS because he is a gieat exponent in 
the lealm of the establisliment of 
human relations 

One thing that stiikes me about 
Mike as a pet son is liis absent- 
mindedness I reinemhei th.it duimg 
the Lord’s Test, Mike and I went out to 
toss but he lomiilefelv foigoi that f 
had won the toss He came back to the 
pavilion and insisted that he hud won 
the toss and not I But as it tinned out, 
I had made up my mind to bat first 
while Mike had decided to put us in. so 
either way the toss did not matter We 
batted fust 

Later, talking to Rohm Hobbs, I 
discovered that he had also experi 
enced Biearley’s absent-mindedness 
while captaining Glamorgan against 
Middlesex in a ('ountv match You just 
can't help developing a healthy re- 
.spect for this mild-mannered and easy 
eoine Englishman 


As tor Biearley the cricketei, it is 
indeed a pity that he has not quite 
found the hirin with the bat to assume 
himself of a place in the English team 
It IS nor as though his batting prowess 
is poor He has got runs at lower 
grades of cricket but in Test cricket he 
has not been able to get the kind of 
runs that would justify his inclusion in 
the side 

Would 1 select a peison like Bieai- 
ley solely on the basts of his success as 
a captain^ Well, that would depend 
upon the situation If there is no othei 
option, as the England selectors found 
themselves after Ian Botham’s failure, 
a man like Breailev has to be 


appointed solely because he is an ( 
extellent captain 1 do nut think tli.it 
there was anv othei wav out 

As a captain, well, I need not say 
anything about Mike His recoid is 
there foi all of us to judge He has 
woiked woiideis with not only the 
England team but also hack home foi 
Middlesex in the Couniv chani- 
pioiiship As I said before, he is a gieat 
exponent in human lelation.s. getting 
that ‘extia bit’ from each of his play 
eis Tliat’s what makes him an excel¬ 
lent leadei And as a captain, he plays 
It tough and fan 

One of the tiist things he look up 
after Ins recent leappoinlment was the 
question of Lillee going off the field I 
would have objected to it if i were in 
Mike’s place it just shows that this 
peifect gentleman can be a tough 
customei as a captain 

I also lernembei when, in 1979, 
thcie was this business about not bowl¬ 
ing boimceis ai tailendeis Breailey 
told me that he did not consider me a 
lailender because he knew I could bat 
stiaight and therefore would not pre¬ 
vent his bowlers from bouncing at me 
And he was right That for you is Mike 
Brearley, the man who plays it straight 
and tough 


me 

Brearley as 
I know him 

RAJU MUKHERJI 

T he cordon of slip fieldsmen 
crouched low and alert as Bob 
Willis' windmill bowling action 
reached its delivery point The bats¬ 
man shuffled across and let the ball 
pass 

To the outluokers, another Anglo- 
Australian Test had begun Unnoticed 
in the stands, a drama was being 
enacted at that very moment light in 
the middle ol the gtound, the drama 
that was to have lar-reaching consequ 
ences in the next few years Bubbling 
with enthusiasm, the voiing debutant, 
Ian Botham, at second slip, stood a full 
two yards in front of his skippei, 
Michael Biearley at first slip and 
Anthony Gteig at third 

Unobiiusive as always. Brearley 
signalled the new man hack to his 
allotted plate Botham, with the im 
permisitv of youth, stared hard at his 
captain but did not move Left hand 
taised, Biearley waited and so did 
Willis The batsman as well as the 
ourfieldeis did not fathom the leason 
tot the miiment's delay Then, as 
Botham retiact'd his steps, the hand 
came down .ind Willis began his lun 
up again 

I hat moment singulaily jerked 
Botham fiom a stupor It did more It 
alerted volatile Tony Gieig that no 
pianks would be tolerated It dawned 
upon Geoff Boycott that the Middlesex 
man was in contiol For the next tew 
years the England team to a man 
ieaint to admiie and lespect the hand 
some man with the pleasing disposi¬ 
tion 

Inheiiliiig the Y'orkshire qualities 
fiom his paternal side, Michael Bieai 
ley combined these with the subtlei 
attributes of the South tiom his 
mother into a devastating combination 
of steely nerves and philosophical out¬ 
look Cambridge University gave the 
diamond its shape and polish 

The fact that he led the B A (Phi¬ 
losophy) class 111 rank was the result of 
his Karma Yogic piactice of devoting 
full concentration and eneigy towatds 
effort without a thought for the result. 
He earned the mantle lightly 

In the highly competitive British 
Civil .Service Examinations the name 
of Michael Brearley topped the list. A 
wide choice of careers lay in front of 
the unassuming man. He chose lectur- 
eiship For yeats at the Newcastle 
University he brought all his know¬ 
ledge and wisdom into play for the 
benefit of his students 

But deep inside him, a restlessness 
grew. For an ordinary scholar a dis- 
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tinguished teaching career at one of 
the leading British Universities would 
■have been the pinnacle of success. But 
he was no ordinary scholar. He soon 
realised that scholarly pursuit need 
not tie a man to his blackboard and 
study table. He did not want to thrive 
on borrowed learning and passive in- 
tellectualism He wanted a wider can¬ 
vas to give full scope to his multi¬ 
dimensional genius to develop And 
the obvious choice was Lord’s 

As he walked down the tree-lined 
boulevard of St Johns’ Wood Road 
towards the office of Middlesex Coun¬ 
ty Cricket Club, memones of his past 
association with Lord’s came flooding 
in. Those were the days of strawber¬ 
ries and cream, decency and manners. 
They enjoyed their cricket and re¬ 
spected Its tradition. 


His own batting prospered. He ihd 
not possess the artistry of Vishwanath, 
neiuier did he compete with Lloyd’s 
power. Richards’ batting genius was 
beyond him, so was Gavaskgr’s techni¬ 
que. Btearley studiously analysed his 
technical limitations and developed 
his own style of batting. In the tough 
grind of Coun^ cricket he scored 
enough runs to justify his selection as 
the captain’s deputy in the MCC tour¬ 
ing party tp India in 1976-77 

As the Creig-led MCC team waited 
at New Delhi Airport for the routine 
customs formalities and to collect 
their luggage, the vice-captain was a 
man apart It was not for him the 
condescending smiles, the loud be¬ 
haviour, or the affected laughter at 
private jokes 

Here was an educated man in the 


letter arrived from Madras. It was 
from Mike. He had found the time in 
the midst of his busy schedule to go 
through the serious “Works” of Swa- 
miji. And he was ecstatic in his own 
quiet way. At Gauhati I remembered 
telling him that I found it surprisiiig 
that a man of his scholarly bacl^ound 
should waste time playing cricket. 

Obviously, mine was a conventional 
Indian sentiment. That day he had 
joked that cridcet was the only way he 
could go around the world at some¬ 
body else’s expense. 

But in this letter Mike added a 
touch of philosophy to his previous 
justification. Now he took a leaf out of 
Swamiji’s teachings. He claimed that 
an apple tree and an oak tree had 
different funcuons. Similarly, not ev¬ 
ery brilliant scholar should follow the 
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He knew that to the Britishers, 
cricket was not a mere game of skill, it 
was an iiiheriianre to be proud of and 
chfished And here at Lord’s he was 
to make a i areer But still something 
rankled He kept thinking and 
theorising 

A CyiflRlNG exper'ence as the 
tucker .seasons rolled by, Michael 
Brearley iindei stood that to hold their 
heads high in competitive cricket, his 
boys would have to develop their own 
talents and not copy others The philo¬ 
sopher-cricketer realised that in the 
hard-core commertial world it was 
only the victor who mattered There 
were no points tor the cheerful loser 
He set about his mission with all 
the flair of a natural leader He com 
bined tactical brilliance with a cool 
confidence and inspired his team to 
bring off victories from seemingly im¬ 
possible situations 


real sense of the term. He remained in 
the background, spoke with know¬ 
ledge and charm, kept his eyes and 
ears open to rake in everything of this 
ancient land At part of a winning 
combination, he contributed some use¬ 
ful runs and took some splendid 
catches 

But more than anything else he was 
the ambassador extraordinary. He 
evinced a keen interest in the country 
and Its people At Gauhati, during the 
Hast Zone fixture Michael Brearley 
and his team-irites were all at sea 
against the wiles of Aloke Bhat- 
tacharya He was fascinated by Bhat- 
tacharya's action, he told me. Con¬ 
versation continued and God only 
knows if we left any subject un¬ 
touched As we parted I left some 
paperback volumes of Swami Viveka- 
nanda for Mike 

One fine day, within a month, a 


conventional careers. My eyes brim¬ 
med. Here was my idol, Swami Viveka 
nanda, speaking to me through Mike. 
That moment dawned upon me the 
real meaning of the conception of 
Karma Yoga 

1977 was the year of Queen Eli¬ 
zabeth’s silver jubilee anniversary. 
And Britain—the home of pomp and 
ceremony—was in the midst of euphor¬ 
ia and celebrations. 

But the cncket scene was far from 
cheerful The WSC recruitment news 
had leaked and Tony Greig lost his 
captaincy The obvious choice was 
Mike The arrival of Botham and the 
re-entry of Boycott, coupled with a 
brand of dynamic leadersnip inspired 
the England team to victory as well as 
to substitute uncouth gamesmanship 
^quiet confidence. 

'T'HE Mike Magic was at work Test 
X matches were won with ease, the 


■rvsHmojBaas 
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nilih ti Miptrb tactical plamnag. 
Adiaa ware regained but the captain’s 
batting perfcninance did not man:h his 
leadership ability. Here again Mike 
gave glimpses of his meatness. 

Idany a man of character would 
have had difficulty in keeping his 
temper, would have lost the respect of 
his team, would have behaved irra¬ 
tionally. But here was a different cap¬ 
tain, an outstanding man. He met the 
Press and the public with equanimity, 
he earned the admiration of friends 
and foes, he remained magnanimous 
in victory. 

He kept his own problems to him¬ 
self and never for a moment did his 
behaviour or his .speech raise any 
eyebrows I was in Ei^and at the time 
and saw him only Kom a distance 
either on TV or from the stands at 
Trent Bridge and Leeds 

I purposely kept away as he was 
busy. But even then, here was a diffe¬ 
rent person. Mike wrote and called up 
often even if it was only to enquire if 1 
was comfortable and enjoying myself 
HE Michael Brearley advance con¬ 
tinued as the England team re¬ 
tained the Ashes in Australia. The 
teams from New Zealand, Pakistan, 
and India were brushed aside in the 
rocess An injury in Pakistan kept 
im away from his favourite pastime 
for a while Then all of a sudden, an 
announcement came through that the 
Australian trip would be his last tour 
abroad as a playing member 

Finally his triumphant march came 
to a sudden halt, as it must The law of 
averages cannot be foisaken Howev¬ 
er, here I felt Mike set a great example 
of cultured character In modern crick¬ 
et, especially Test cricket, captains of 
defeated sides have really never failed 
with the excuses, which at times ''ven 
questioned the integrity of umpires 
But thankfullv Mike proved himself a 
glorious exception He gave credit 
where credit was due and accepted 
failure with composure and restraint 
Some months ago, Mike confided to 


me that he did not expect to be 
recalled to lead the England team as 
he had declined to tour abroad His 
batting form was encouraging and he 
was still enjoying the hard grind ot the 
County cricket circuit 

Then all ot a sudden, England, one 
match down and four to go, requested 
the captain extraordinary to take over 
the reins once again The fact that 
Mike did accept the captaincy and 
brought about magnificent, miracu¬ 
lous victories should not require any 
reminders 

What has surfaced was the man's 
strength of charactei Cynics, of which 
there should not be any shortage here, 
will deny him his tactical brilliance as 
well as his out.standing personality 
But nobody could possibly fail to sa¬ 
lute the man’s courage to readilv 
accept a sinking ship in mid-stream 
The West Indian tour had destioyed 


the masthead of the ship in no uncer¬ 
tain manner 

Furthei, Hughes’ Australians in the 
second Test iciideied the ship’s rud¬ 
der useless The ship was wrecked well 
and proper To have the courage to 
come forward to shoulder lesponsibil- 
ity in the face of certain disaster and 
to possess the qualities of converting 
the situation into a miiaculous success 
IS a maivellous combination of human 
intellect and enterprise 

And Brearley in these days of 
mediocrity and compromise proved 
beyond debate that a natural leader 
had no substitute Early this year Mike 
had come down to Calcutta for an 
exhibition cricket match, more a good¬ 
will visit than anything else We met. 

It was exactly four years since our last 
meeting 

We had exchanged letters but not 1 
very frequently But then what is four 
years between friends'’ Typically, he 
dropped liiiu heon invitations at clubs 
and wanted to be taken to the SOS 
village at the Salt Lake City on the 
eastern periphery ol Calcutta Here, 
hr found, was a haven fur destitute 
children and women M.ignificcnt job 
indeed 

Mike, who spends his off season I 
diung research in psychotherapy and j 
psychoanalysis, exchanged ideas with 
I inv wife, .Seema. who has 'aught spas 
i tu kids The staff at the SOS village 
especially Mrs Kehana Dutta was most 
coopetative and Mike thought this was 
the most educative part of his curient 
visit 

A cniise down the River Ganges 
j was spent answeiiiig Mike’s innumer- 
I able queries, especially C.alcutta and \ 
I Its history 1 was on loose soil, but my 
I good wife saved the day 'Taiiduuri 
! chicken, pa'athas, ptawn malai cutty 
and palao washed down bv lassi I 
could understand But when Mike 
asked for srikhand, I was aghast 

Howevei that is another story, 
another time. 
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Sandeep Patil:“l had sport 
in my blood” 

HARESH MUNWANI met the young star to trace the 
roots of his career. 


tCT DON’T know if 1 will bt* selccft'd 
JL It's \ (.TV simple, if I Ret i he runs 
in the iiial Ranies I will be picked foi 
the Tests aRctiiisl F.nRland this winter 
It 1 fail —well, that's it ’’ Voicing these 
appiehensions was none other than 
Sandeep Madhusudhan Patil, the most 
successful Indian batsman on its last 
loin of Australia and New Zealand 
Whether it was modesty or the know¬ 
ledge that the selection policies in this 
lountiy can be rather fickle (hat 
prompted Sandeep to utiei these 
winds IS difficult to say The fact 
remains that Paul does not take his 
place in the national side for granted 

Sporting a new beard,. PatiJ has 
handled himself with ^eat dignity 
following his sudden projection to the 
national limelight in the wake of his 
phenomenal success Down Under The 
2S-year-old Bombay cricketer may 
appear to be casual, but don’t be taken 
in by those looks Behind that extenor 
theie IS plenty of fire and intensity. 
There is nothing that gives him mure 
of a thrill than belting the ball over 
the boundary ^ 

“Around Shivaji Park, the locality | 
where 1 grew up as a young boy, there 
were a lot of games being played My 
father turned our on the badminton 
courts and cricket giounds As foi my 
mother, she indulged in badminton 
and tennis My parents played the 
mixed doubles in badminton at a very 
competitive level” 

Talking about his early introduction 
to the game, Sandeep Paul continued 
“My father was the cricket captain ol 
the Shivaji Park Gymkhana team This 
club had a very rich tradition when it 
came to crtcker. Well known Indian 
cricketers like Vijay Manjrekar, Ajit 
Wadekar, Subhash and Baloo Gupte, 
Ramakant Desai and Manohai Hardi- 
kar all stayed in the vicinity and as 
such wete always dropping into our 
house ” 

“I also played a lot of games. Tennis, 
cycling, swimming and badminton 
were mv favourites During those days 
we had a lot of servants As a lad, I was 
a big bully I would order them to bowl 
to me all the time If I played with the 
other boys the problem was that once I 
was out I had to let the other fellows 
bat. But, this way, having my servant.s 
to bowl at me ensured that 1 could bat 
all the time Then came a time when 
my patents felt that 1 should choose 
between badminton and cricket and 
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concentrate on one in right earnest 
My parents were eager that I take up 
cricket because the family already had 
badminton Another reason 

was, of course, the attractive remun¬ 
eration a cricketer earns as compared 
to that of a badminton player ” 
Sandeep continued “When I was 
studving in the seventh standard iny 
parents rook me to Mr Ankiish Vaidya 
who was the iricker coach at Balmu- 
han Vidya Mandtr Though I was 
admitted to the nets the othei boys 
weie all against me because they felt 
my fathei's influence had got me in In 
addition, these boys reasoned that I 
was too young to be playing in the 
senior nets Honestly, it was a very 
disgusting feeling When 1 played in 
matches I would field the whole day 1 
never got bowling and went in to bat at 
number ten The hustihiy towards me 
had to be seen to be believed I was fed 
up I even entertained thoughts of 
giving up cricket altogether ” “But the 
incident that decided my fate occurred 
during my college days 1 used to 
represent Ruia College in cricket and 
badminton That year I pulled a mus¬ 
cle during the inter-collegiate badmin¬ 
ton match This happened a few days 
before a crucial cricket match for the 
college It was then that my mother sat 


explained that in Crying to spedahse 
in two games, I might end op without 
shining in any of them. 1 saw the point 
shd was trying to make and decided to 
restrict mysuf to cricket,” Sandeep 
summarised. 

“At school and at college, the vir¬ 
tues of qualities like responsibility, 
concentration and determination were 
lost on me. I would go and hit a quick 
40 01 50, execute some elegant and 
stinging shots and throw away my 
wicker”.Patil continued, ”I made my 
Ranji Trophy debut in 1975-76 season 
against Hyderabad Bombay fielded 
first and 1 had enough reason to be 
satisfied with my bowline perform¬ 
ance I captured four wickets in 50 
overs conceding 79 runs But the disas¬ 
ter occurred when 1 was dismissed for 
zero while batting It was my first big 
match and I had blown the chance. 
CCT WAS playing well that season 
xand was very disappointed with 
my duck. I realised that my career 
could be in jeopardy. In the pavilion I 
was crying, literally tears flowing 
down my cheeks Ashok Mankad, the 
Bombay skipper came and consoled 
me He said not to lo.se heart as there 
was still the second innings Ashok 
emphasised that no one was going to 
hand it to me on a platter He said I 
would have to make the most of the 
chances I got. Tf you throw your 
chances away you have only yourself 
to blame’, he said Those days 1 was 
doing a lot of bowling In the three 
Ranji games that yeai I bowled 167 
overs 

“Bombay’s leading players were 
away assisting India on the tour of 
New Zealand and the West Indies the 
next year I played in the first game 
against Saurashtru For the second 
game I was not in the final eleven. 
During this game the team to play in 
the Irani Trophy match was 
announced and I was not in the fifteen 
for Bombay Here once again A.shok 
Mankad told me nut to gel upset and 
lose heart I don't remember exactly 
what he said but they were words of 
encouragement Looking back, I think 
It was the riirning point in my life It 
was then that I decided if it was 
performances the selectors wanted, 
that IS precisely what they would get I 
wanted to make sure that such shame¬ 
ful incidents did not occur in my life 
again I psyched myself to concentrate, 
which was something 1 had never done 
before. I promised myself a century in 
every match, and it I got it, I started all 
ovei again in a bid to reach 200.” 

“All along, I was playing for Shivaji 
Park Gymkhana. But I found that 
being in a star-studded team I was not 
getting much of the action. Milind 
Rege, captain of the Cricket Club of 
India and a good friend of mine, made 
an offer saying that I would bat at 
number three, before Milind had com¬ 
pleted the sentence, I said yes, simply 
because this way there would be more 
opportunities I was getting longer 
bowling spells at CCI ” Patu added, 
“Here I was being groomed properly 
and the emphasis on healthy competi- 



rive play was another boon. 

"In 1979, the Indian team went to 
England. I was not in that squad, so I 
went to Blighty on my own to play for a 
club side. John Snow, that great bow¬ 
ler, was there too. He passed on a lot of 
tips to me during my sunt with the 
club Snow taught me how to bowl on 
all kmds of wickets and to all types of 
batsmen Accuracy and control were 
the cardinal principles for any type of 
bowler. Above all. Snow translated for 
me the meaning of the word profes¬ 
sionalism, not literally though" San- 
deep acknowledges. 

“On the basis of my performances 
against Hughes’ Aussies in the match 
against West Zone at Ahmedabad, I 
was in the twelve to take on Pakistan. 

“The first Test was at Bangalore 
Roger Binny was also in the side and 
this meant that either Roger or I 
would make our Test debut at Banga¬ 
lore In the Ranji Trophy game, a few 
days prior lo the 'I'e-st, 1 got 60 and ."iO 
in the two innings against Maharash¬ 
tra Binny made a double century in 
his Ranji Trophy match. R-'ger played 
the Test 

“I was trying to figure out what was 
needed from me by* the selectors” 
Sandeep revealed “Sunil Gavaskai 
told me |ust because 1 played the most 
attractive looking innings did not 
mean that 1 would get into a Test side 
In the final analysis it is the number of 
runs you score that matter No side has 
ever won a Test because il played 
more stylishly and entertainingly If 
you want to make it to the Test side 
you have to prove that you can stay at 
the wicket foi a long rime 

“A few days before the fourth Test 
was to begin in Madras I got 211 
against Saurashtra and right enough I 
was called for national duty I vividly 
remember on the morning of the Mad 
I as Test match I was shaving when 
Sunil came and told me the good news 
I would be telling lies if I said 1 wasn’t 
tense But that one game was enough 
lo illustrate to me the vast difference 
between a 1 est match and a three day 
game I did not pass even 20 in my fust 
Test But what gave me immense satis 
faction was that no one questioned my 
potential as a Test player In that short 
innings 1 was able to convince people 
that I had it in me to be an India 
player ” Enthusiastically, Paul adds “I 
had a pretty decent Test at Calcutta 1 
got -60 and 30 on a bad wicket, but I 
flopped in the Jubilee Test against 
England I feel I was unnecessarily 
tense, perhaps because :t was mv first 
Test on my home ground, Bombay ” 

S OON after the Adelaide Test, Greg 
Chappell told me, “everything is 
working for you and luck is on your 
side. Suck to the same attitude and 
approach, don’t listen to anybody, just 
play your strokes. A batsman like you 
will soon be a hundred plus if he stays 
two hours at the your strokes. I think 
ail you need to do is to be more 
selective with regard to the balls you 
choose to make your strokes against 
Don’t make shots at each and every 
ball. Curb your impetuousity.” 

PatU, who has scored 63S runs in the 


nine Tests he has played for an aver¬ 
se of 42.33, said "Now I don’t play for 
the crowd any more. I play for myself. 
If the people want a six I am not going 
to obhge. If It suits me, fine, otherwise 
bad luck.” 

Reflecting on the ball with which 
Len Pascoe knocked him unconscious, 
Sandeep said with a distinct lightning 
of his face muscles, “That ball really 
took off after pitching I was in two 
minds whether to duck or to move my 
face away from the line of the deliv¬ 
ery I took my eyes away from the ball 
for a split second and it proved my 
undoing. The ball seemed to follow 
me ” 


Sandeep’s critics have levelled the 
charge against him that he is a slow 
mover on the field. The six foot, 72 kg 
man does not disagree. But most peo¬ 
ple go by his casual, listless walk, 
which at times be mistaken for a lack 
of involvement with the proceedings. 
If you observe his walk, you will get 
the point. When Sandeep walks Uie 
upper half of his body does not move 
much, nor is it as supple as that of 
others He said “On the Australian 
toiu I made a conscious effort to be 
quick on the field 1 did improve but of 
course there is still a long way to go." 

Denis Lillee No conversation with 
Sandeep these days is complete with¬ 




Sandeep relaxes ,H home 


As for his bowling ability, Patil feels 
“1 am essentially a stuck bowler I like 
to bowl, if 1 1 an help it, a tight line and 
length I would rather bowl ten overs 
for 14 runs than capture wickets My 
aim IS to contain a batsman. Moreover, 
I come in handy if a regulai bowler is 
injured or the captain wants to try out 
somebody to break a big stand ” 
How IS It that a man who is such an 
aggressive batsman prefers to be a 
negative bowler^ "Is it not a challenge 
for me to bowl in such a way that few 
runs are scored of my bowling? I know 
exactly how a bowler feels when a 
batsman is scoring runs, thus I want to 
deny the batsman that thrill.” As il to 
prove his point, Sandeep adds, tongue- 
in-rheek “I have captured seven wick¬ 
ets in Tests, you know ” 

As a batsman, Sandeep relies on 
timing and eyesight rather than tech¬ 
nique. He has a tendency to play away 
trom the body This season, Patil will 
be playing with a lighter bat “I am 
fling to switch to one which weights 
.9 kg The reason for the shift is that 
the 3 1 kg bat I was using did not allow 
me much comfort while playing the cut 
or the hook.” 


out talking of the Australian bowler. 
Paul said “Lillee is a great bowler He 
will bowl three to four overs to you at a 
speed of 60 miles per hour In the fifth 
over, without any extra visible physic¬ 
al exertion he will hurl the ball at an 
amazing 75 miles per hour. Denis is 
always trying something. He never 
gives up Factors like a fast or slow 
wicket, or for that matter whether the 
innings has just begun or is 100 overs 
old, don't matter to Lillee.’’ 

In an obvious reference to the 
admiration he has for Lillee, Sandeep 
confessed “In the Adelaide Test, the 
wicket was not giving much help to the 
fast bowlers Hogg and Pascoe gave 
up But fallee, no sirl He started 
bowling leg cutters, off cutters, fastish 
leg breaks You have to be prepared to 
expect everything from him ” 

“As a batsman I like to go for my 
shots from the word go. I fani^ hitting 
the ball all around. Grafting is not my 
cup of tea. I know there is a high 
element of risk in my kind of batting 
but the point is I have always believed 
in taking risks.” 

“1 live by those rules. Take it or 
leave it,” quipped Sandeep 
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Evert 

Lloyd: 

My 

heart¬ 

breaks 

and 

ambi~ 

tions 

T HKKF. sht> was, thf focus of the 
world’s attention as she held up the 
coveted Wimbledon trophy She was 
all smiles in fiont of hundreds of 
camel as But niiriutes latei, she was in 
teais in her hotel renim “I went back 
to the hotel room and tried," recalls 
C’hiis Kveit Lloyd “Basically it was 
because 1 was depressed When I tell 
people that, they tan’t believe their 
ears They sav ‘Winnint! Wimbledon 
.should make you feel great ’ But that 
was not the case with me then “ 

“I went back to an empty hotel 
room At that time 1 had no rela 
tionships and 1 was single 1 felt very 
lonely I was totally alone 1 had no one 
to share rnv jo> with That is one thing 
about success 11 you have someone to 
share it with, it is muen sweeter But if 
you are alone, it is not very fulfilling at 
all " ■ 

But that was in 197b Things are 
! very different tor Chris Evert Lloyd 
now At Wimbledon in 1981, she had 
someone to share her success, hei 
British tennis-playing husband John, 
who helped her prepare for the tourna¬ 
ment. At last, things have stabilised in 
the personal and professional life of 
world’s best womaa tennis player 
Ten years ago, she stormed onto the 
international tennis scene by becom- 


Chr's ,inj huiOdnd lo”n share a lender mument 

iiig the youngest semi-finalist in the 
U .S Open She won 94 per cent of hei 
matches that year and was ranked 
nutnhe' thiee in the Uniied Stales, at 
the lendei age ol 16 With that began 
the tareet of a new phenomenon ot 
teenage tennis A prodigy she was 
then A chariipion she continues lo be, 
even alter shedding the Cinderella 
image 

I’loin then on, lile has been event 
ful, exciting and challenging for hei 


One rhirit,, however, has remained con- 
slant in hei life ‘he started as a 
baseline plavei and she still lemains 
orii' A lonple ol veais ,igt>. in her 
opening match at Wimbledon agarns* 
some niiknciwii oppoiieiil, titends 
olteied liei up to a hiiiidreil dollars it 
she would serve and volley orilv the 
tiisi point, ,)usi the lust ponu She 
I wanted to do it, but felt she iust could 
I not “I was scaled aboul what would 
I happen if I got m> leet all tangled up 
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«na wu on my tace," sue says. 

Other tbin^ have changed, includ¬ 
ing the men in her life There have 
been three important ones, the three 
J’s Jimmy Evert, Jimmv Connors and 
John Lloyd 

TIMMY EVERT introduced his five 
I children to tennis at an early age. 
Tne oldest. Drew, 27, is a teaching pro 
John, 20, is a professional player 
Jeanne, 23, is a former junior cham¬ 
pion who was on the pro tout between 
1975 and 1978. The youngest, 13 year- 
old Claire is one of the best young 
players in the country today and the 
closest friend of Andica Jaeget. Jim¬ 
my Eveit himself made tne pre¬ 
quarter finals at Foiest Hills in 1942, 
but lost to the eventual champion Ted 
Schroeder. 

He taught Chris the fundamentals 
of tennis under the Florida sun, when 
she was a grade student at Aquinas 
High School Tennis did not affect her 
life as a normal fun-loving student 
Her mother Colette, who used to 
accompany her on her early tours, is 
accepted as a gracious lady in tennis 
circles 

The saga of the pony-tailed puidigy 
began in 1971 At the age of 19^ she 
reached the summit of the sport, win 
ning Wimbledon and taking the co¬ 
veted number one world tanking in 
1974 She also won the French and 
Italian titles that year, in addition to a 
56-matck winning streak 

Chris first met Jimmy Connors at 
Wimbledon in 1972 That day, the two 
of them walked around the streets of 
London till four in the moining They 
had so very much in common, but it 
was both an idvilic and rocky romance. 
They both woo Wimbledon in 1974 and 
the wedding was scheduled ioi the fall 
season 

“1 started to have doubts about a 
permanent commitment." Chi is says 
"But I never had any doubts about 
Jimmy.” The relationship was under a 
lot of sttain aftei Wimbledon and the 
wedding was called off in Octobei “I 
was obsessed, totally consumed by the 
relation.ship Afterwards, I felt 1 had to 
start all over again to learn who 1 was 
Then 1 was alone and lonely, and 
hurt ” 

Ironically enough, the heartbreak 
motivated her to put everything she 
had into her tennis She reached her 
peak during this period, winning 94 
pet cent of her matches and 72 per 
cent of hei tournaments The cold and 
hard will inside a pretty frame re¬ 
vealed Itself on the clay and cement 

"I wouldn’t even tall a friend on the 
day of a match," she recalls “I’d be 
scared of disrupting my concentration. 
I couldn’t allow anything to compete 
with tennis ” The game, by then had 
become an obsession with her “Tennis 
was the foundation and security in my 
life, and I didn’t date risk losing it,” 
she said 

T hen came the security she had 
been looking foi John Lloyd, the 
British Davis Cup star and the world’s 
number 25 male tennis player was 
introduced to hei in the Tea Room at 
Wimbledon dunng the 1978 tourna- 
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Jimmy Coupon, in action at Wimbledon this year on one of the outer courts He and Chris seemed made 
fo' each other but their wedding was called oH shortly alter the two of them won Wimbledon in 1974 “I 
never had any doubts about Jimmy" said Chris 



Mr and Mrs J M Lloyd in proliie 

ment. Their first date was scheduled 
for the evening of the ladies’ singles 
final Chris lost the match to Martina 
Navratilova, and the new man in her 
life wondered if she was in any mood 
to go out after the loss “Of course I do, 
why not?” she responded 

They were married on April 17, 
1979 By then John Lloyd had slipped 
down to 3.11 in the computer rankings 
What IS beautiful about the rela¬ 
tionship is that John is not at all 
insecure becau.se of Chris’s outstand¬ 
ing success After the breakup with 
Connors, she dated several men, in¬ 
cluding movie star Bert Reynolds and 
President Ford’s son Jack “I found 
most men couldn’t handle the fact that 
1 was Chris Evert and that only made 
me more uncomfortable,” she recalls. 
But John IS different and that has 
made all the difference in hei life 
Marriage did not solve her prob¬ 
lems automatically. She had to take a 
break from tennis—which had been 
her sole secunty so far—and figure out 
her priorities In 1980, she suffered a 
series of losses to Tracy Austin, five 
straight matches with three oT them in 
ten days. Chris took a three-month 
break and returned to the European 
circuit to finish second and to regain 
the U.S Open title For her, the 1980 
U.S. Open was the most thrilling 
achievement of her tennis career for 
she had great satisfaction in dethron¬ 
ing her arch rival Tracy Austin and 
then beating Mandlikova in the final. 
History had taken a full turn. She had 
started there as a teenage wonder and 


had returned to beat a couple of her 
clones, as John McEnroe calls them. 

This year, she lost to Mandlikova in 
the semi-final of the French Open, a 
shock for the clay court queen. But she 
won Wimbledon in style, undeterred. 
“I know that when I am determined, 
I’m still the best. I proved it last year 
at the U S Open and I proved it here”, 
she said aftei her third Wimbledon 
win 

“The thing that keeps me going is 
that I don’t tl^nk I am the best! can be 
yet. 1 don’t want to retire until I reach 
my peak The thought of breaking a 
few more records appeals to me I'd 
love to play another three or four 
years”, she says, “What I want more 
than just winning is to master my 
game. If I were a perfect player and 
had no weaknesses, I would have re¬ 
tired long ago There would be no 
where else to go. 1 still have weaknes¬ 
ses—not glaring weaknesses—but I 
could improve on my movement and 
my volley That’s my goal now. to 
continue to improve and be a more 
well-rounded player, to peak.” 

Chris wants to be remembered for 
her clay court successes and her con 
sistency “If you can react the same 
way to winning and losing, that’s a big 
accomplishment That quality is more 
important because it stays with you fur 
the rest of your life and there is going 
to be a life after tennis that’s a lot 
longer than your tennis life” she says 

“1 always give the other person 
credit rather than dwell on how I 
wasn’t playing at 100 per cent or how I 


didn’t do this or do that,” she adds. 
“That takes away from the other per¬ 
son’s happiness.” 

According to Chris, this has been 
the main reason for her dislike for 
Tracy Austin who did not acknowledge 
her as number one last year, when the 
whole world did But she feels that 
Tracy’s layoff from the game gave the 
youngster a lot of time to think and 
that nas changed her attitude con¬ 
siderably “When you are younger, 
you’re not so sensitive to other peo¬ 
ple's feelings It’s easier when you get 
older ” 

Age certainly has helped Chris ma- 
tuie She IS still a very emotional 
person who will cry because the Press 
does nut notice she has lost five 
pounds “I’m an introvert,” she says. 
“I’m not a very aggressive a person. 
I'm not like Billie Jean King It has 
been hard for me to come out and 
express myself in public." 

At ib, she IS the first lady of tennis. 
In hei 10 Wimbledon appearances, she 
has won thrice, was runner up four 
times, and reached the semi-final the 
other three occasions She has five 
U.S Open and four French titles to her 
credit Hana Mandlikova calls her “the 
best player we have had in the world." 

Perhaps Andrea Jaeger puts it 
more realistically. “Chns just does 
everything so much better than you 
When she is playing well, you can’t do 
a lot., she can play on any surface and 
play her baseline game. She can do 
anything really.” 


29 



Profile 


I 


Clerc: King Luis tlie First 

He has not yet been officially crowned, but his victory 
in the US Clay Court Championships at Indianapolis 
means that he is approaching superstar status. 
HARESH MUNWANI, who met the brilliant 
Argentinian at Wimbledon last year^ traces his 
success story 
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A S' of now, there is a twcnword 
phrase whkh is synonymous with 
winning tennis. That phrase—Jose 
Luis Clerc. j 

The 22-year^ld native of Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, has burned up the 
tour once again this year with his 
scorching play, leaving players shat> 
tered in bis wake, trophies on his shelf 
and prize money in nis pocket. 

This year, Clerc has already won six 
tournaments. Four of these victories 
came in successive weeks last month. 
Clerc’s triumph at the US Cham¬ 
pionships at Boston; Washington Star 
international Tournament at Washing¬ 
ton D. C , Volvo International Event at 
North Conway and the US Clay Court 
Championships, at Indianapolis means 
that he has not been beaten in his last 
25 visits to the court. 

Besides winning these back-to-back 
events, Clerc also won the Italian 
Open and the Florence tournament. In 
terms of money, Clerc has already 
pocketed $194,000 this year and is 
sitting pretty m the No 4 slot on the 
ATP computer. 

Clerc served ample notice for his 
critics to sit up and marvel at his 
performances. In 1978, Clerc’s second 
year on the circuit, he reached the 
finals of seven Grand Pnx events, 
winning three In 1979 Clerc made it to 
three finals, winning one but he en¬ 
joyed great success in 1980, winning 
six of the seven finals he i cached As 
far as his ranking was concerned, he 
had a big jump on rhe ATP computer 
in 1978 when he perched himseli at 
the No. 15 slot after being 278 in 1977 
Two years latei, he was in the top ten 
on the tennis circuit when he ended 
1980 as No. 8 Borg remains rhe only 
clay court player Clerc has not hum¬ 
bled on the court. Sorely, on the 
evidence of all this, Jose Clerc is the 
most promising young player on the 
tennis circuit today 

Duiing his purple patch last month, 
Clerc registered convincing victories 
over Ivan Leitdl and Guillermo Vilas, 
two clay court specialists He has also 
beaten Connors and McEnroe and as 
such, his claims of being the Argentine 
number one cannot be disputed Vilas, 
who had occupied that position till 
now, would probably be the first one 
to admit It. 

Clerc has proved that the arduous 
part of the Grand Pnx suited his 
temperament perfectly and that his 
performances last year on the clay 
circuits were not flukes. Clerc arrived 
in Boston from Bucharest, where he 
was playing the Davis Cup for Argenti¬ 
na against Rumania While in transit 
in Rome, Clerc lost his baggage and 
arrived in America with just one set of 
tennis clothes But neither this inci¬ 
dent nor the jet lag, nor for that 
matter his opponents could arrest his 
winning streak. 

I first met Jose Luis Clerc (pro¬ 
nounced Ho-zay Lewis Kerk) when he 
was playing Vijay Amntraj in the first 
round at Wimbledon in 1980. The 
Indian just ran through the first two 
sets, which was not surpr^g 
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Vijay's' game is more suited to grass. 

K st eignt weeks previously Amritraj 
d beaten Clerc 6'1, 6-2, 6*2 at the 
.WCT Frankfurt event and as such, a 
lot of people were expecting Vijay to 
beat Clerc who was seeded sixteenth 
That the tournament committee 
attached considerable significance to 
the match was proved when the tie 
was played on Centre Court 

A single loose point by the }.ndian 
was enough inspiration to Clerc The 

f ame was halted because of bad light 
ut, on resumption, Clerc won the 
third and fourth sets with consummate 
ease. 

ALKING to me in the dressing 
room that evening, Clerc said 
“When I was down by two sets, I 
decided to hit the ball harder and 
flatter. 1 served with much more pow¬ 
er. Tomorrow I shall kill him, no doubt 
about that.” 

And so It was. Amritraj surren¬ 
dered the fifth set rather meekly and 
this was the first time I realised what 
confidence can do to a player’s for¬ 


tunes'. It also proved that Clerc was 
determined to do well, irrespective of 
how badly placed he was in the match 

Ust year, in the sweltering heat 
and humidity of the American sum ‘ 
mer, Clerc beat Mel Purcell for the 
title at Indianapolis and at South 
Orange, he bested John McEnroe on 
clay courts for the second time. At 
Washington he lost to Brian Gottfried 
-m the finals. 

In the month of May this year, Clerc 
found his groove again on his native 
clay courts, winning back-to-back 
tournaments in Italy, reaching the 
semi-finals of a Grand Pnx event and 
the quarter-finals at a fourth. 

The streak started at Forest Hills, 
where he reached the quarter-finals 
before bowing to Dibbs Me began to 
shift into high gear at Florence, where' 
he won his second championship in 
three years with a straight set victory 
over Raul Ramirez 

That was followed by his first ma|or 
championship, the Italian Open. 
Clerc’s victory at the Foro Iralico was 
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more than just another indication that 
his time was on hand as a legitimate 
superstar because his, mechanical 
skills had matured. It was an obvious 
signal that mentally, Clerc was now 
ready to do battle with and subdue the 
top players in the world in the big 
tournaments 

This was most visible in his show¬ 
down with Adriano Panatta in the 
Italian Open quarters where Clerc not 
only battled against Panatta’s great 
skill but also the hostile and some¬ 
times obnoxious Roman fans, both 
successfully 

“I’m very happy and how have 
more confidence because 1 was able to 
concentrate m my head tor a big 
tournament," sai^ Cleic after his 
three-.set triumph 

Atop the winning crest, Clerc rode 
It all the way home, knocking off Ivan 
Lendl in straight sets in the semi-finals 
and then Victor Pecci in the tinal, 
closing out the championship with a 
love set 

Clerc continued to rule at the big 
me, the French Open Slightly 
innoyed at the scheduling committee 
not putting him on the stadium court 
until the second week, Clerc took out 
his hostility on his opponents, blasting 
his way through the fust four rounds 
with the loss of only one set. | 

When he finally got on the centie | 
court, Clerc made the most of ir, never ' 
giving an inch against Connors, who 
made that cliche a way of life on the 
court Cleric engineered a 46, 6-2, 4-6, 
7-5, 6-0 victory, the last set lasting 30 
.minutes 

“I didn’t miss one ball in the fifth 
set,” said Cleic, who had defeated 
Connors at Longwoud last year in the 
quarter finals The winning streak 
finally broke against Lendl in the 
semi-hnals at the French Open Clerc’s 
loss was not so much a result of any 
pixir playing on his part but instead a 
tribute to the strength and nerves of 
Lendl, who saved one match point in 
the fouith set and was just too strong 
off the ground in the fifth, winning it 
6-2 

“He put too much pressut e on me m 
the filth,” acknowledged Cleic after¬ 
wards “I think 1 needed more luck 
today ” 

The cuireiit stieak has landed 
him—peimunenily, one suspects—in 
the upper echelons of the tennis world. 
Having alreads gorged himself on the 
clay courts in Euiope, Clerc is leady to 
feast once again on the American 
summei tournaments 

W’lth his lanky b'l”, 175-pound 
frame, Clei c has the perfect *build for 
the rigours of clay court tennis His 
long legs cany him urnund the court 
with fluid ease, while his upper body 
strength is revered on the tour He 
does not look like a weightlifter, but 
evidence of the power in his torso is 
supplied by the manner in which he 
can blast ins vicious topspin strokes 
(oft both wings) all day long 

Looking to compliment a tennis 
player on his perfoimance? The opti¬ 
mum phrase is “Jose Clerc.” 


. ’w'. 


s . i * • 


31 



News: National 


CALCUTTA LEAGUE 

Mohun Bagan remain 
unbeaten for four years 

Mohun Bagan notched up their 90th successive 
league victory, while Mohammedan Sporting went 
another step closer to the coveted league cham¬ 
pionship with victories over Kumartuli and Kalighat. 
SHUBHASH SARCAR and SARAJIT DEB report. 


MOHAMMEDAN S.C: The home 
team’s 23rd encounter against Kumar¬ 
tuli saw Manash Bhattacharya netting 
two consecutive goals in their 3-1 
triumph. This feat placed him on pan 
with East Bengal’s Jamshid Nasim as 
top scorer thus far, with 14 goals each 
Incidentally, when Mana^ donned 
Mohun Ba^an colours in 1979 he and 
Shabbir Ali finished as joint top scor¬ 
ers that season One hopes that Man¬ 
ash will not have to share the honour 
again However, it is likely that he 
could outdo Nasirn as he still has 
three matches left 

Mohammedan S.C. should have 
been up by two goals before Manash 
drew first blood in the 12th minute. 
Striker Nirmal Chatterjee wasted a 


very easy chance from close range off 
a KartiCk Seth pass. The pressure by 
the giants reduced the Kumartuli de¬ 
fence to shambles. 

Even the goalkeeper seemed shaky 
and lacked the necessary grit though 
in the initial stages he dived to fist 
away brilliantly a rasping shot from 
Kartick Seth. “My custodian Pradip 
Pramanik has to acquire experience in 
the senior ranks. In fact, this is only 
his second match in the senior divi¬ 
sion”, said the Kumartuli coach Amri- 
ta Chakraborty 

The first goal was not the fault of 
the goalkeeper as both stoppers were 
entirely to blame Manash was lying 
handy and unmarked, so when Nirr 
mal’s shot off a Denis Williamson 


ceincrc rebounded oti a defender, Ifan- 
asR beoted home. “That goal was the 
fault of my stopper backs. The goal¬ 
keeper cannot be blamed,” said the 
coach, adding, “But Pramanik was to 
blame for the next two goals. He 
proved himself incapable of holding 
onto the ball tightly.” 

This svas true. Mlllen the goalkeeper 
failed to clutch onto the ball off a 
header from Uttam Mazumdar, Man¬ 
ash did the damage, forcing the ball in. 
The story was more or mss the the 
same in the third goal, except that 
Kartick Seth, who had been playing 
well combining admirably with Man¬ 
ash, stretched to the maximum to head 
in dangerously. Had he missed he 
would have hurt himself badly. 
However, the home team’s final gou 
came off a Denis back volley—the only 
thing he did right in the entire match. 
His performance was exasperating. 

The way Mohammedan S.C. attack¬ 
ed, they should have been up by 
several more goals except that they 
were either erratic or hesitant. But on 
three occasions Kumartuli entered the 
danger zone, while Ashcdc Pal was the 
striker who gave the opposition some 
trouble. He reduced the margin off a 
Subhasis Chakraborty centre late in | 
the second hqlf. “We conceded the | 
goal due to a lapse by both Moidul and 
Ramen," said Abdus Sattar, adding “it 
IS pointless to say how we performed. , 
The goals indicate this thou^ we 
missed several chances. In fact, 
Kumartuli were no match for os”. 

ALTHOUGH they looked extremely 
tensed when they took the field 
against Kalighat, the Mohammedan 
Sporting team looked a happy side 
when they came off They were 
another step closer to the League title, 
having scored twice Just two more 
wins—against Behala Youth and Ra¬ 
jasthan—will assure them of the top 
honours fur 1981 The black-and-white 
team’s supporters were on tenterhooks 
as the game remained barren in the 
first half. Added to this were sticky 
ground conditions and missed chances. 
However, they were able to strike 
form after the breather and they net¬ 
ted their two goals within five mi¬ 
nutes Medios Prasanta Banerjee and 
Uttam Mazumdar were instrumental 
in the scoring of both. 

Prasanta made an attempt through 
Manash Bhattacharya when he passed 
to the speedy winger who shot but 
Kalighat custodian Bijon Chakraborty 
was only able to touch it and striker 
Kartick Seth made no mistake. A cou¬ 
ple of minutes later, Uttam Mazumdar 
gave Tapan Das a good pass. The latter 
penetrated the defence and beat the 
goalkeeper. After this, the linkmen 
and the forwards tried their best to 
allow Manash to score and clinch the 
honour of the season’s top-scorer but 
their efforts proved in vain. 

MOHUN BAGAN: In the penultimate 
match of the League, the home team 
convincinjgly beat Shlkia Friends by a 
3-0 margin. It was the same Salkia 
team that had held Mohammedan 
I Sporting, a few days previousljr—to a 





■oauew oniw. u> nenvy grouna conai* 
Sons, Mshun Bagan started attacking 
right from the word go and scored two 
goals before the change of ends. 

The first was from a header by 
Sujas Bera from a corner by Surajit 
Sengupta. Surajit's floater was headed 
by a Salkia defender and the ball went 
to Sujas, who sent the ball home with a 
powerful nod. The second goal was a 
treat to watch. Mohun Bagan were 
awarded a free kick outside the penal 
ty box. Surajit went to take the kick 
and saw that the goalkeeper was 
standing at the far post He swerved 
the ball beautifully past the wall of 
defenders and the ball curved in, eiv 
ing the custodian no chance at all. 

After the change of ends, it was 
Salkia Friends who held sway Their 
players combined well and were on the 
lookout for goals. The most dangerous 
forward was Shibabrata Nath, a for¬ 
mer Mohun Bagan player, who man¬ 
aged by sheer speed to put rhe Mohun 
Bagan defence on the wrong foot on 
several occasions. 

He was ably assisted by fellow 
striker, Parrha Dey, who sometimes 
fell back to assist the half line. Mohun 
Bagan made a substitution when they 
brought in Ashok Chakravarty in place 
of Shyam Thapa late in the march 
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Manash Bhanacnarya 120) lying on the ground after scoring a goal against Kumartuh 


Subrata Bhattacharya moved up to 
play as a forward and was rewarded 
for his efforts when he sioicd a goal in 
the last minute of the match He got a 
loose ball and dashed towards the 
goal He took a shot which was fisted 
away by the custodian, but Subrata did 


Dipak Banggae of Mohun Bagan sconng the third guai against George Telegraph 


not make any mistake on the rebound 
The Salkia Friends coach, Ashok 
Nag said “The ground condition'' were 
very bad It was too heavy and my 
playeis weie bogged down My medios 
could not play their notmal game, 
mainly because of the ground condi 
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■jSVAHTS SETT 



»pHERE was joy all 
X around after Mohuo 
Bauui defeated George 
Telemph in their last 
matcn of the League. If a 
casual visitor had entered 
the tent, he would have 
felt that the supporters 
were celebrating a major 
victory. They might not 
have won the League title 
(at least till then) but they 
surely had recorded a rare 
feat. They have remained 
unbeaten for the last four 
years, from 1978. The last 
time they lost in the 
League was midway 
through the tournament in 
1977. 

This year the police con¬ 
trolling the gates had been 
quite strict and had not 
wowed flags of the re¬ 
spective clubs to be flown 
on the stands. Naturally, 
one was a bit surprised to 
witness a huge flag on the 
northern stands (behind 
one of the goalposts). 

After the final whistle, 
spectators pave the play¬ 
ers a standing ovation as 
they left the field on their 
way to the tent. Suppor¬ 
ters who were close by 
hugged the players, not at 
allbothered by the fact 
that the players were spat¬ 
tered with mud all over 
Some of the officials pre¬ 
sent were also showered 
with congratulations. 

The general secretanr of 
the club, Dhiren Dey, is a 
peculiar man. He does not 
watch his team till he is 
sure that nothing can go 
wrong or till the team is 
leading by a comfortable 
margin. People close to 
the general secretary say 
that he does this because 
he cannot bear tension. 
Others, however, say that 
he knows he is unlucky 
and that is the mam 
reason for his strange be¬ 
haviour. 

Lucky or not, the secret¬ 
ary was more or less the 
centre of attraction after 
the team entered the tent. 
A member who was nearby 
and was watching the pro¬ 
ceedings was talking to 
another member. “This is 
what you call luck. We 
have not won the League 
and our chances are very 
thin, but look at the adula¬ 
tion the officials—-espe¬ 
cially Ohiren Dey—are re¬ 
ceiving. 1 can bet that if 
the result had not been 
favourable, he (Dhiren 
Dey) would not have been 


Maidan musings 





Jamshid Nassin ana a Uata player m an aerial battle 


here because that is gener¬ 
ally the case. People 
forget so easily—that fel¬ 
low was bom lucky ” 

While all this was going 
on, the supporters who 
had brought the flag men¬ 
tioned earlier were enter¬ 
ing the tent, through the 
main gate, in a procession, 
the flag held high On 
hearing the cheering, 
some of the players came 
out to see what was hap¬ 
pening. The people with 
the flag entered the tent, 
and according to the cus¬ 
tom, presented the flag to 
the captain 
Slowly, the supporters 
began to file away from 
the tent and while this 
correspondent was also on 
the point of leaving a 
spectator summed up the 
real reason for this 
celebration. “All this is be¬ 
cause we beat East Bengal. 
Even if we had won the 
League today, but had lost 


to East Bengal, we would 
not have been so happy. 
Our main fight is against 
East Bengal and we are 
not at all sad that Moham¬ 
medan Sporting are poised 
to take the League We 
have nothing against 
them After all it is 14 long 
years since they last won 
the title. And if they drop 
two points and we win the 
League we will have more 
reason to be happy. We 
are all the more happy 
because East Bengal is no¬ 
where near the title. 
Added to all this is, of 
course, the fact that we 
have remained unbeaten 
for the last few years.” 

T he Iranians, Majid 
Basket, Jamshid Nasir- 
ri and Mehmood Khabazi 
are back in the city. One 
might tend to think that 
we are trying to pull a fast 
one, but it is true that, for 
all practical purposes. 


they were missing for a 
certain period. The logical 
question is: how did all 
tins come about? 

To go back to the root of 
the nutter, one has to 
travel back to the Mohun 
Bagan-East Bengal clash. 
After the match, the East 
Bengal coach, Santo Mitra, 
and the three Iranians 
charged each other with 
callousness (reported at 
length m the issue of 
SportsworJd dated August 
12). While all this was 
snowballing, the three 
players wanted leave from 
the club because they 
wanted to celebrate their 
festival (Id) When they 
were told that they would 
be needed to play for the 
team, they said that if 
Fareed (also a Muslim) 
could be granted leave, so 
could they. 

In the midst of all this, 
two Iranians left the city, 
without permission, it is 
alleged The club officials 
suddenly decided that the 
Iranians must vacate the 
flat in which they have 
been staying but the Ira¬ 
nians weie not to be found 
and It is reported that with 
the help of an important 
official of the club, the 
third Iranian also left the 
city. 

Immediately after it was 
known that the three Ira¬ 
nians had left the city, 
speculation was rife as to 
whether they would play 
for the club or not The 
secretary was confident 
that everything would be 
all right because, as he 
said “They just cannot 
stop playing. We have got 
everything tied up and 
they will face a lot of trou¬ 
ble if they want to cieate 
any hassles ” At the same 
time he kept insisting that 
they must leave their flat 
and that another flat 
would be provided for 
them in more or less the 
same locality as the other 
out-station players. 

After the Iranians came 
back, they went to their 
“old“ flat and not the new 
one which has been pre¬ 
pared for them The club 
officials are naturally sore 
and keep insisting that 
since the fiat is in their 
(club) name, they can va¬ 
cate it when they wish. But 
the Iranians are not leav¬ 
ing While this stalemate 
continues, the Iranians 
keep playing for the team! 
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^ons and this somehow criraled my 
team. About the goals—^the first two 
happened even before the goalkeeper 
could settle down. He could have 
saved those had he been in position.” 

THE home team achieved a rare 
feat in their last match of the current 
League. They have remained un¬ 
beaten in the last 90 matches. The last 
time they lost a I.<eague tie was in 1977 
against East Bengal After that defeat 
they had won the remaining matches 
that year In 1978 and 1979 they were 
unbeaten champions and last year, 
before the League wa.s called off, they 
had lemamed unbeaten 

Whethei they will become the 
champions or not this yeai is very 
difficult to predict at this stage be¬ 
cause Mohammedan Sporting, who are 
leading by a point have still to play a 
few more matches and unlv if they 
drop two points will Mohuil Bagan win 
the title Till Mohammedan Sporting 
completes their engagements, the 
Mohun Bagan supporters will have to 
keep their figeis ciossed 

Coming to the match against 
Ccorge Telcgiaph, one tan s.iv with 
conviction that Mohun Bagan definite¬ 
ly deseived the 4 0 margin of victorv 
Just before the commentement of the 
matih there was a downpour which 
made the ground verv sticky and made 
It diftuuli t-i plav because of the 
I heavy luiderinot coiuhlions 
I Mohiin Kagan started in whiilwind 
fashion ami •'hot into the lead in the 
thud minute of the match, thiough a 
suicidal goal Suraiit Sengupi,i got a 
ball .-Hid after getting the bettei ol a 
drietidei i.in doicii the light flank and 
renfied Horn near the touch line Arup 
Das uho was lying handy, took a shot 
bill betfiii It could reach the goal it 
I dellecied olt Dilip Saikai's boot and 
I went in 

i The second was from a perfect 
P'ece of iiiiclerstanding Gautam Sai- 
kar got .1 hail in the midfield and after | 
interchanging with Surajit, passed it | 
to ShyaiTi Tliapa, who after playing 
one-two with Arup Das, sent the last 
named a tut ward pass and Aiup made 
no iinstaKe from close lust after the 
goal, Suiajit left the field with an 
iniiiry mil was replaced by Dipak 
Baneriee Luck was on Dipak’.s side as 
the ball touched his head from a 
Ltagaiiathan centie and deflected into 
the goal After the change of ends, 
Mohun Bagan added one more to then 
tally, again a lucky goal for Dipak 
Ulaga took a shot at the goal from 
close and perhaps it would have en 
tered the net but Dipak took no 
chances and pushed the ball furthei 
in 

tleorge Tclegiaph coiih Sunil Nan- 
dy said “Three of the four goals were 
suicidal If my custodian had been in 
position, the third and fourth goals 
would not have come off Of course, 
the second goal was a gem, because 
there was a combined move which 
showed good understanding The 
ground conditions were very heavy but 
that worked again.st both sides I must 
say that Mohun Bagan played very 
well today " Mohun Bagan coach Sank- 


A Bata 0€‘ionde^! j Miompt 

di Banerjee seemed \eiv happv “Al- 
ter some of my plavcis were c ailed lot 
the camp, 1 was nainially wuriied as to 
how the team would play But I am 
really glad that rhese playeis have 
adjusted so well Soineiimes they even 
played hettei than my fust team 
EAST BENGAL- Altei a loi might, the 
Iranians were back in action Nin ihat 
their presence made much of a dilfei 
ence as far as the peiformance of the 
team was conct-ined In an mdiieci 
way they made then presence fell 
because it was from the passes of 
Jamshid Nasirii that all thiee goals 
were scored against Bata 1 he goals 
came in the lust half and, naturallv, 
the players took n lightly aftei the 
breather and could not add any nioie 
to their 'ally 

After missing a few chances, East 
Bengal opened then account in the 
12th minute of the game, through 
Somenath Baiierjee A combined 
movement by Majid and Jamshid saw 


M s. n*-!- 

the i.ittei passing the hall to .Sonu-ii.illi 
who placed in iioiii close S.iniaiesh 
('hoiidhinv utilised an angulai pass 
liom Jamshid .ind vsith a using shot 
fioni the top of the lto\ -loied the 
second goal for his side Somenath 
completed the tally wlito he sent m a 
imweiliil shot vshicli dippid in at ei he 
had leieived a pass lioni lamshid 
The Bata side l.iiled to |)iil op a 
tight, except toi then laslodiari, India- 
natli Paul, who san d the situation on 
mans a occasion I hough they tried lo 
ciedte some raids, none were veiv 
ciinstructiM' and weio usiiallv stoTijied 
in midfield hv the last Bengal deten 
deis On (he otliei hand, ilu' East 
Bengal plaveis missed ciuiie a tew 
chances, Jamshid being ihe woist 
offender jainshid, .dong wiili M.inash 
Bhatiachaiya ol Mohammedan Spoit 
ing. cuiientlv heads ihe goal geticis 
tally with 14 goals and il hi had heeii 
able to conveit a goal or iwo ag.iinsi 
Bata, he would have been on ihe lop 


The month in pictures 


Photographs by AF 


Pele at a different 
kickoff—this time of a 
film entitled **Vic> 
tory”—^in which he 
has co-starred with 
Sylvester Stal- 
lone(left) and Michael 
Caine (right) 


Surrey Captain Roger 
Knight is sent sprawl¬ 
ing by Somerset cap¬ 
tain Brian Rose(left) 
in an attempted run¬ 
out at Lord’s during 
the Benson and 
Hedges Cup final 




DEI MUNDODC 


Reproductions of two 
of the posters herald- 
ing the 1982 World 
Cup soccer tourna¬ 
ment scheduled to 
take place in Spain 
next year. They will 
be flashed on the walls 
of two of the fourteen 
stadium cities—^Elche 
and Virgo 


Michael Spinks 
throws up his arms in 
jubilation after cap¬ 
turing the World Box¬ 
ing Association light 
heavyweight title with 
a 15-round decision 
over Eddie Mustafa 
Muhammad 


News ro und-up 


Goan football 
transfers 

PANA.J1: Some notable transfers 
have taken place for the 1981-82 
football season in Goa. The major 
gains have been made by the 
league champions Dempo who have 
acquired the services of such repu¬ 
ted players as JoSe Fernandes of 
Vasco, Prakash Naik of Sesa and 
Valente Fernandes of Salgaocar. 
The speedy and dashing winger 
Camilo Gonsalves of the last men¬ 
tioned has also had the intention of 
joining Dempo, but as he has to 
clear the dues with Salgaocar hts 
transfer has not been cleared 
Others who have joined the ranks 
of Dempo are Leocald Machado, 
younger brother of East Bengal’s 
Joseph Machado, Francis (both of 
Sesa) and Norbert of Vasco. 

•Besides Jose and Norbert, Vasco 
has also lost the services of stopper 
Vassu Chodankar and Medio Au- 
gustino. Both Vassu and Augustine 
have signed for Sesa Vassu in fact 
was with Sesa before joining Vasco 
in 1976 Sesa’s main problem lies in 


rne goat ano naicutouay enougn 
oneTound all the four poalkeepera, 
Diego, Irunen, Remedies and Fran¬ 
cis keeping the goal for them one 
time or the other during^the season. 
This means that either tomething is 
physically wrong with them or none 
of them IS competent enough to be 
relied upon. 

Gone are the days when Sesa 
used to score heavily through such 
brilliant forwards as Albino Fer- 
nandee and Visitacao Tobo who 
were ably assisted by Ernest Bra- 
ganza and Maurice Pinto Sesa at 
present do have speedy and 
dashing forwards with them but 
their finishing has been very poor 
For the last four seasons Prakash 
was their main striker. This hard 
working forward whoJias played 
for India has scored several beauti¬ 
ful goals for them, but at the same 
time has niissed countless easy 
chances Gokuldas Nagvenkar and 
Francis Rodriguez are the other 
two erratic Sesa forwards Gokui- 
da% IS perhaps the speediest for¬ 
ward in Goa but he is certainly not 
one of the brainy players. 

Pint sued Jose Fernandes who 
loined Vasco in 1974 received the 
Jivbadada Kerkar award for his 
meritorious service to Goan foot¬ 
ball last year This tenacious for¬ 
ward who does not hesitate to tack¬ 
le any robust defender is an oppor 
tunistic scorer like Francis D'Souza 


ana vempo may gun ■ joc trom am 
ivlhsion. IDefflpo’s another gain 
Valente, who netted Goa’s ^tch 
winner gainst Bengal in the quar¬ 
ter-final league match of the last 
National Championship at Cuttack, 
IS clever a linkman. However, Sal-> 
gaocar’s coach Shammugham told 
this correspondent that though 
they had lost Valente apd might 
even lose Camilo they were re¬ 
sourceful enough to make a good 
showing during the forthcoming 
season 

Salgaocar were undoubtedly the 
best side of the last season and 
were very Impressive when they 
won the All-India Bandodkar Gold 
Trophy tournament. But they were 
unfortunate to-be without the ser¬ 
vices of Brahmanand, Camilo, 
Arnold and Bento Andrew in the 
crucial Senior Division league final 
against Dempo. Salgaocar, a dis¬ 
jointed lot, lost to Dempo by three 
goals to one They were beaten, but 
certainly not disgraced as they 
fought valiantly to save the match. 
The first two goals which they con¬ 
ceded were their goalkeeper’s gifts 
to Dempo Two down at the 
bieather, Salgaocar resumed play 
in the second half with a do-or-die 
spirit and their attackers caused 
much tiouble for the Dempo defen¬ 
ders during the first ten minutes 
They were rewarded with a goal, 
but were unlucky to miss two good 
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scvinfchahcci dvrhig this short 
spt^l or ascendancy. Salgaocar suf¬ 
fered a lone defeat in the league as 
against two by Dempo, but the loss 
against the latter ultimately cost 
them the league championship. 

Dempo's two defeats were 
against Vasco in the first leg (1-3) 
and against Sesa in the second leg 
(0-2). Sesa made a bad showing in 
the first leg and were beaten by' 

MPT, Vasco and Salgaocar. But 
they were a vastly improved side in 
the second leg in which they re¬ 
mained unbeaten Vasco, on the 
other hand, fared well in the first 
leg but performed poorly in the 
second to lose to Sindao, Salgaocar, 
Dempo and Sesa In the final analy¬ 
sis Dempo had 30 points from 18 
matches, Salgaocar 29, Sesa 27 and 
Vasco 25. 

The Bandodkar Gold Trophy 
tournament failed to attract any 
outstation team of high standing. 

The local sides dominated the 
scene and in the end Salgaocar 
trounced Vasco 3-0 to emetge the 
champions tor the first tipie Sal- 
gaocar had lost to Leaders’ Club. 
Jullundur, in the filial of the inau¬ 
gural year in 1969 and had also lust 
the 1979 final to Sesa While Sal¬ 
gaocar reached the final with a 
hard earned-win over Bokaio Steel 
Plant. Vasco gained an easy entry 
into the final ai the cost of Goa 
Undei-23 who had taken Sesa, the 
winners of the last two yeai s, in 
then strides in the quartet final 
Dempo failed to quality foi the 
quarter-fwial and were thrashed 6-1 
Vasco by in a pre-quai ler-final 
match 

ACORHCSPONDENT 

AP Sports festival 

ELURU: Hyderabad district team won 
the Rajaram Memorial Rolling Silver 
Trophy, installed in memory of the 
Finance and Sports Minister and presi¬ 
dent of the Andhra Pradesh Sports 
Council, who died in a car accident 
recently The four-day inaugural fes¬ 
tival was held under the auspices of 
the AP Sports Council and hosted by 
the West Godavari District Sports 
Council at Eluru About 2,300 men and 
women athletes from 23 districts par¬ 
ticipated in SIX disciplines—athletics, 
basketball, soccer, hockey, volleyball 
and kabaddi for men along with athle 
tics and volleyball (women) 

The organisers were given the pri¬ 
vilege of playing host to the lestival— 
the first of its kind in the annals of 
Andhra Pradesh sport—and they had 
done the(r best, in spite of inclement 
weather and other difficulties, to pro¬ 
vide ideal conditions for all disci¬ 
plines Enthusiastic fans thronged the 
venues to whet their appetite, and 
thoroughly enjoyed the proceedings 

Pramila Ramakrishnaiah of Hyder¬ 
abad district stole top honours She 
hurled the discus to 37 5 metres, 
eclipsing the State mark of 35.75 
metres and the Universities women’s 


record of 37.1 metres to become the 
chily participant to achieve this feat. 
She .was also a member of the victo¬ 
rious 4x l(X)m relay quartbt. Nalini, 
Rajarathnam, also of Hyderabad dis¬ 
trict, had the distinction of winning a 
triple crown She proved to be the 
fastest woman of the meet winning the 
100m sprint in 13.4 sec, annexed the 
400 m title in 1:02.3 sec and did her bit 
in the relay. 

Both Pramila and Nalini were 
among the Asiad probables who under¬ 
went rigorous training at the recent 
women athletics coaching camp at 
Hyderabad That the training aid be¬ 
nefit both girls immensely was evident 
from their achievements 





! D Prameola Ramakiishnayya Lakshm, Haiyar- 
and R Vi/aya Lak^hmi Knshna who gol the tint 
three places in the discus throw in the A P sports 
teslival 

Slim K Lucy I'luiiiiU of Lluiu won 
the high jump gold Deiidettd ot 
Visakhapatnam sc-cuied fust pLice in 
the long jump, while Jiiyatdxmi of 
Guntur wrested the top honoui s in 
shot putt 

In the men's section, Rdmi Reddy 
of Visdkhdpdtndm ran the 100 metres 
dash in 11 1 sec to win the gold S 
Raju of West (^odavai i, an Asiad pi ob 
able at the Patiala camp, clinched the 
400 m title in 5.1 9 sec His ream-mate 
Babu Banerjee won the 800 m Sam- 
baiah of Nizamabad secured first place 


in 1,500 metres. The other winners 
were Sunil Kumar of Kanagareddy 
(high jump), Anwar Ali of Anantapur 
(long jump), Edukondallu of Guntur 
(shot putt) and Edukondallu from East 
Godavari (discus) Visakhapatnam dis¬ 
trict claimed the 4x 100 m relay gold. 

Visakhapatnam men and Hyder¬ 
abad women grabbed the athletics 
team championships, with 21 and 27 
points respectively. 

Hyderabad men also won the bas¬ 
ketball and volleyball events while 
their counterparts in the women’s sec¬ 
tion claimed the volleyball title. 
Visakhapatnam obtained the soccer 
title, and the hockey and kabaddi 
titles were claimed by Modak and 
Guntur respectively 

The idea behind this sports festival 
to take sports and games to the rural 
areas. The meet proved that there is 
no dearth of talent and enthusiasm in 
the rural areas 

MUKRAM 

Foreign exchange problem 

NEW DELHI; At least for India, the 
meeting of the Asian Basketball Con¬ 
federation (ABC) at Manila on August 
2 was far from being a routine one 
Hosts of th&ABC Championships com¬ 
ing November in Calcutta, India had 
given their representative at Manila, 
duties which were far from a routine 
nature Our man there was Raj Kumar 
Kaushik, vice-president of ABC and 
chairman of its technical committee. 

Finances are the main worry of the 
Basketball'Br>deration of IndiaiBFI), 
and Mr Kaushik was given the task to 
find ways of saving what money he 
could, especially foreign exchange 

Back home from the Philippines, 

Mr Kaushik should have reason to be 
pleased with himself He persuaded 
the ABC executive members to reduce 
the duration of the coming Calcutta 
championships from 15 to nine days 
Calculating hotel and other costs, this 
cut alone is estimated to save the BFl 
about Rs 10 lakhs According to ABC 
stipulations, the organisers are com 
muted to host visiting teams from four 
days before the start of the tourna¬ 
ment till two days after the end But at 
Calcutta, teams should be reaching 
only two days before the start of the 
competitions The ABC Cham¬ 
pionships begin at Calcutta on Novem 
ber 12 

Organisers are also siippo.sed to pay 
20 per cent ot the an passage ..ost of 
I the teams Here fuieign exchange 
: worth Rs 8 lakh-, was posing a hurdle 
j Mr Kaushik is understood to have i 
I persuaded .4BC members to agiee to 
i payment in rupees 
I Fact IS, till the time of writing the 
: Govei nment had nut given the BFI a 
I formal green signal to go ahead with 
: the ABC Champion.ships Foreign Ex 
j change isoneot the chief factors 
I considered when sue h govoi nmental 
approvals are accorded ’With this hur¬ 
dle lemoved, the Finance Ministry 
should have no objection in giving the 
nod 

A CORRESPONDENT 
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cRiv^pr by Eddie 


Dunstan 


As the Dt'ibysliiri' [•■•n Hot' lav lor anri 
Geotf Millf‘1 staler' ihfii vilal scvtMith- 
wickcf slaritl oi I 1 > in ihc liiih I^*^l<)llhc• 
l‘J7*-) senes i(;.iiiisi XiislialM m Ade¬ 
laide, theylnoke.i >4-ye.ii-ol(l lerrridr'd 
set l»v two Icf’eiiilaiv Inulish baisinen 
but naiiovviv niesed liieakiiiK .1 record 
shared b\ anotliei ie<’eridarv tiuiire I hi' 
lavloi-A^iller ().iilneislii|), which came 
artel I nuland had lost I ij icji sis wic kets 
in then second innings, ecli))sed the 
previou-. Ix'st sc'venth VM( kc't Nl.ind In 
England at die Adelaide Oval 117 
established diirini’ the third lesi oi the 
series 

That esc iliiii’ lest, whuti Aositali.i 
won in a dranutic linish bv 11 runs, w,is 
the third siicreNsive match ot the 

senes III entcT the sevemth dav 
Ausiialia hatted tirst and lost ihc-ii iiisl sis 
wickets lot 11‘I hut the last foui vvu kc'K 
put on l-'iJ as the in^jlish attac !• hc-c .imc 
seriousK vveak(*nc‘cl bv in|iiiies M.uiiue 
late was ion csl out ol ac tiun vs ilh .1 lavs 
bi(; toe Ailhui (iilliitan with a I’loin 
stiain and A I’ I'luh ■ I ii-em.in with 
an injured vviist iium a lien e |ai k Ksder 
rliive 

Allc'r dismissini; liijtland loi liil, 
Ausiialia bv the end cil the louilh dav 
wc-re Jll loi thic'C sMckels IJl 
ahi'.icl - hut lain on the tilth moining 
pieseiited lni>l.incl with a vvn ket 
eminenllv suiterl In her urcMl lell-arni 
howlers hiank Uoolev and Kov kiliii'i- 
and sevc*n vvic k(‘|s tell toi t'l Kilnei took 
•4 'll, tollowini’ his -4 l.T in Austialiiis 
hist inniiu’s, and Woollev 4 

Ni'wspapei i(>pciiis at that time- lolcl oi 
the deliiicuis escitc'menl iha' inaiked 
the iinish ol the i>ieatc*si lest VIel.iicle 
h.icl c'ver wiinesseci l )nc- ac ( ount sj.id 
"Dead sileni e p'i'vailed hetof eac h hall 
lelt the' howler's hand, dcMienini' aji- 
jilausc* ^reeled a run or a sibilant int.iki' 
ol thousands ol breaths when a halsinan 
missc'il '(aaduallv lieeman and (alii- 
Han induced ihe li*ewav fioiii ni'i'dim; 
J- loi V ic loiv die detic it c ame ciciwn lu 
IH 

" I hell (allijtan ill) jiiishc'd onc> Irom 
(iieitorv into Vic Ihc haidson's hanrls at 
mid-oti Kithaidson held llie hall and 
the c lovMi vvc’iit maci Ihe applause rann 
out tiiim stand and mound alike tc>r 
sevetal imiuites and then Siiudvvick 
emerned 

' rinlv \usli,ilian in its impailiality, 
the' VasI c c IIV c nil c' ' 1 heeied the lillle 
kec'pei to llic-11 ho liien seltled clown to 
watc h the iinal stai;i s oi the i>ieat iinish 

"Sis mine nins c amc' onlv IJ 
wanted Amid a hieathli ss hush Mailev 
Icicik the hall at Ihe norilieiM end Nol a 
suund c oiilil he he.inl ,is he luuk his lun 
and sent the' hail down slowly and 
ajipaienllv iiinocenllv hut wilhal a dead 
ly deliseiv dial broke' inches lioin thi' 
let; fic-'*mai' mi'seel ii aiic! the end was 


nol yet 

"Once more tlie hosic how lei starlt*d 
Ins run A()parenllv the same hall went 
down and Frpc*man moved across to it 
I here was .i snick and the hall rested in 
< lldlield's jiloves "How's that.^" went a 
(omhined shout liom the held II was llic- 
end Fh'eman had l«'en c aunlii and 
Australia had wem a mosi sensational 
jtanie by 11 luns Flu' sevc'n days liuhl 
had iinished Australia had won the Ihnd 
lest and the ‘Xshc's ontc* mcnc' lem nn in 
\uslralia ' 

lhc> |>aitM('iship recoid ol 117 hioken 
In Millet and laylor—rc>vivinj> memoi 
les ol this clrama ol IviiS-.-vvas estah- 
iishecl in tn^land's first inninKs ol the 
histciric match (iilliitan re-arranc'C'd Ins 
hattinji rirdei so that Ins customary 
ojieneis tound themselves hatlinit at 
Mos '1 .ind 6 and anolhc-r ol I HKland s 
'tu'atest hats 1 .inic' in at No 11 

Ihe lecord ol 117 lor iht' seventh 
WIC ket b\ Lmtiand al Adelaide (Kal w n 
sel In tw'C) ol ihc'sc' th'ee pl.ueii one- ol 
whom m.idc' ll'l the olhc’i ‘IJ 

Question |[|| Who where they? 

The|)iirtnership record elude'd Miller 
and Tavloi was Ihe fi7-y£!dr-old rec orri tor 
a sevc-nih-wic ket stand against Australi i 
establishc’d in the tilth Test ot the 1911-1J 
senes, in Sydnc'v 

In that male h, wcjn hv 1 ngLind liv '^l) 
runs -1J4 and 714 to ' 76 and 797 -a 
celebrated lelt-hander ,op-s< oied With I H 
noi out in England'c first innings Balling al 
No 7, he saved the innings, sharing ihc' 
recorcl sevenlli-wic kel stand of 141 with 
)c)c' Vine 

Question Who was Vine’s 
partner in the 
stand that remains 
a record'^ 

Invited to lial when Len 1 lufton won Ihe 
toss, Australia piled up 6(t1 Ix’lore dec lar- 
ing and went on Ici win a Brisbane Test by 
an innings and I'54 runs Biggest contribu¬ 
tors to the Australian total were* two le,tt- 
handc'rs, one ol whom made 167, the 
other I "> 1 

The mate h was the first 1 est ol the 
19S4-V> si'ries in Austialia Alter their 
disasitous '.Ian in Brisbane, England won 
the nest three Tc'sts and drew the tilth 

But 111 Brisbane they were c ompelled to 
follow on jtic'r making only 19t) in reply to 
Ihe massive Auslr,iaan total and in their 
second innings only Bill I drich (B8) and 
I'elc'r Mav 144) ottered anv prolonged 
resistance and they were all out tor 757 ^ 
The signs were bright for Australia—huSl 
the signs were niiskyding 

The < enturies sc ored by the left 
handc'rs, who put ern 702 lor the third 
vvirket, (rroved to Ije the'onlv Australian 
c enturies ot the series In fact, thc're was 


not to bc> another Australian century 
against Lnjgland for four years and 11 Tests. 

The left-hander who macte 153 batted 
tor seven hours, his century taking him 
past 7,000 runs against Englancl. But sub¬ 
sequently he managed to score only 70 
runs in six innings in the series 

The other left-hander batted 380 mi¬ 
nutes tor his 167 but in,his eight other 
innings ot the series he totailra only 192, 
of which 97 (not out) came in the second 
innings ol the second Test 


Question 



Who were these 
left-handers, one 
of whom was 
making his final 
century against 
England? 


This Brisbane match saw the first Test 
appearanc e ol one great English player and 
the final appc'aianre against Austtalia of 
anothc-r- one a batsman, and the other a 
how Ic'r 


Question 



Can you name 
them’ 


Bac k to Rob Taylor and CcHitf Miller— 
both ol them have now narrowly missed 
hitting a Test century 

1 avior was 97 when he was caught by 
'keeper Kevin Wright rjli the- last ball 
bc'lore Icinc h. trom Rodney Hogg His 
previou-, lest best was 45 against New 
Zealand in the (_hri',li liurc h m 1978 but he 
had made 9’ In'tore- tor the International 
Wandeit'r', against a South African Invita¬ 
tion Xi at johanneshurg in 1975-76 

Miller had prt'viously got c'ven c loser to 
the I Oil He sc ored si8 not out in a 1977 
Test in which he was also associated with 
Taylor in a mate h saving seventh-wicket 
stand- -this time tor 89 


Question P* 

5 


Against what 
country’ 


LAST WEEK'S ANSWERS 

1 Arthur Gilligan wrote ‘I have asked over a 
bundled people this riddle and practically 90 pe' 
(»ni have given Robinson run out I put the 
point to two first-class umpires, Frank Chester 
and Jack Newman, and they replied simul¬ 
taneously Smith IS out. caught', arid that is the 
coned answer" Wisdgn's editor added a t(X)t- 
nole’’ "MCC have ruled this aa 'caught'" 

2 Gilligan wrote “When asked tor an immediate 
decision, many people say s broken the wicket 
The correct decision is thsrelore bowled— 
played on II is jusl the same as H Ihe batsman 
had played Ihe ball on to his loot, whence H 
rebounds on to his stumps " 

3 Herbert Sutchne whose first tour Innings against 
Australia in Ihe 1924-25 series ware 59. 115, 
176 and 127 

4 Clarne Gnmmett, who look 5/45 arxl 6/37 In the 
fifth Test. 1924-25 in Sydney 

5 Maurice Tala. 
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Quiz 


Biini l Ghos<’ 


QUESTIONS 

In what sports or games are the following 
trophies contested for'> 

1 Ryder Cup 

2 Wightman Cup 

3 Melbourne Cup 

4 Stanley Cup 

5 Ascot Gold Cup 

6 Drysdale Cup 

7 Currie Cup 
8. Uber Cup 

9 Rahim Jivrai Cup 
10 Wimbledon Trophy 

ANSWERS 

(ejqiieo aoiAjeg) Sunoous egiu o l 'Aaifoou 
Pieij 6 ‘uoiuiuipeg g TaifOiJO z 'sjeHOBJ 
i^nbg 9 'buioej asJOH 9 Aa^iDOM ao| t' 
Duioei asjOH c siuuai u/wei z hoq i. 


Question box 
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Ashlm Kumar Sarkar, Dibruoarh. 

Q. What was the batting and bowling 
records of Jeremy Coney of New Zealand 
Test series, 1973-747 
A. Coney made 81 runs in 4 innings of 2 
Tests (« 20 25 with 45 as his highest 
score 

Aitand BIhari Lai, Bihar. 

Q. What IS the hiqhest individual score in 
Ranji Trophy and by whom was it estab- 
lished7 

A. 443 n o by B B Nimbalkar of Mahar¬ 
ashtra in their match against Kathiawar at 
Poona in 1948-49 

Ladu Klshore Ramchandala, Vishakha- 
patnam 

Q. Is there any instance of a batsman 
hitting a six and getting out hit-wicket at 
the same time’ Even if he is out, will the 
‘six’ be credited to his account’ 

A. Not recorded so far If a batsman hits a 
SIX and before the ball goes out of the 
boundary, the batsman hits the stump, his 
SIX will not be counted 
Q. If a bowler pets two wickets with the 
last two balls of an over and then claims 
another wicket with the very first ball of his 
next over, is it a hat-trick’ 

A. Yes, It IS 

Prabhat Guha, Balijan 

Q. What were the scores of Vivian 
Richards in the 1975-76 Test series 
against India in West Indies? 

A. 142 at Bndgetown, 130 and 20 at Port 
of Spam, 177 and 23 at Pon of Spam and 
64 at Kingston 

Sudhanya Mukherjee, Rourkela. 

Q. Who are the batsmen to make triple 
centuries in Tests’ 

A. G S Sobers of West Indies (365 n 
0,), L Hutton of England (364), Hanif 
Mohammad of Pakistan (337), W R 
Hammond of England (336 n o), D G 
Bradman of Australia (334 and 304), A 
Sandham of England (325), R B Simp¬ 
son of Australia (311), J H Edrich of 
England piO n o), R. M Cowper of 


Australia (307) and L G Rowe of West 
Indies (302) 

N. S R. Partbasarathy, Hyderabad 

Q. How many Tests centuries have 
been scored by I M Cfiappell’ 

A. I M Chappell of Au.stralia has 
scored 14 Test centuries 
Prakash Malpani, Jorhat. 

Q Would you please give me the 
names of the XI who played for Bombay 
against Maharashtra in the Ran|i Trophy 
final in 1970-71’ What were the scores in 
four innings of the final’ 

A. Bombay scored 287 and 196 and 
Maharashtra replied with 230 and 205 S 
S Naik, R D Parkar. V H Bhosle, M R 
Sampat. A D Naik, M D Rege, A M 
Pai S K Hazare, P K Shivalkar, A M 
Mehta and A A Ismail played for Bombay 
and CPS Chauhan M S Gupte, H S 
Kanitkar, S M Kabadi, C G Borde, S T 
Kirtame, N F Saldanha V N Jo.shi. S 
N Mehol, A Khan and Anwai Shaikh 
represented Maharasfilra in ttio final 
Nirmal Kumar Lakham, Jaipur, Partha Oas 
Gupta, Calcutta 

0. What IS the Test lecord of S G 
Barnes of Australia’ How was he dismis¬ 
sed in his first Test’ 

A S G Barnes piciyed in 13 Tests toi 
Australia in which he made 107? runs m 
63 05 with 3 centuries He was bowled by 
W E Bowes in his first Test appearance 
against Englarid at Ttie Oval m 1938 
K Hemchand, V V Prasad, A Rpvappa, 
Hyderabad 

0 Can you gi/o !he names of the West 
Indies bowlers whom Gavaskar has 
faced’ 

A V A hdli'ei G C Shilli-ii|ford G 
S Sobers, J M Noieiga, A G Paietl, C 
A Davis C H Lloyd K D Boyrr- L R 
Gibbs, M C Carow, R C rredcncks, U 
G Dowe. J N Shepherd Inshan All, M 
L C Foster, P B Kanhai, D A J 
Holford, A M E Roheris, B D julien, I 
V A Fticharris M A Holdmq P R 
Jumadeen, W W D.sniel A Padmore, 
Imtiaz All, N Phil'ip S T Clarke, D 
Party A L KaTichatraii H A Gomes M 
D Marshall S Snivnaiaine 
Pradeep Shreshtha. Kathmandu 

Q What IS Don Bradman s 1 est c areer 
locord’ 

A Tests 52 IntTiigs 80, Not out 10, 
Total runs 69f)6 Highest siore 334 
Average 99 9-1 100s‘29,50's 13 Os 7 
Catches 32 


SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO 112 



Quammar Mohammad, Bhadrak, 

Q. Where and when did Mushtaq Moham¬ 
mad make his Test debut and what is his 
Test record’ 

A. In the third Test vs West Indies at 
Lahore in 1958-59 and in 57 Tests since 
then he has scored 3643 runs with the 
help of 10 centuries He has also cap¬ 
tured 79 wickets conceding 2307 runs 
Q What IS the rule governing follow-on’ 
A. The side which bats first and leads by 
200 runs in a match of 5 days or more, by 
150 runs in a three-day or four-day match, 
by 100 runs in a two-day match or by 75 
runs in a one-day match, shall have the 
option o1 lequiring the other side to follow 
their innings 

Mtss Abanti Banick, Cuttack. 

Q Who was the first Indian to score a 
century in each innings’ 

A. Vijay Hazare scored 116 and 145 
against Australia at Adelaide in 1947-48 

Mona. Madras 

Q. What IS the difference between 
stumped and run out’ 

A. Wicket-keeper stumps a batsman 
when the batsman while making a stroke 
IS found out of his crease Run out is 
made by any fieldsman while attempting 
to steal a run 

Rafinder Sharma, Narayan Sharma, Malthon 
Dam 

Q. What was the age of Lance Gibbs 
when he began his career’ What is the 
best bowling figure by him’ 

A 23 years' B for 38 vs India at Bridge¬ 
town in 1961-62 IS his best bowling 
analysis in 75 Test appearances for West 
Indies 

Ashok K. Gupta, Chanpatfa 

Q What IS the bowling record by Yogra) 
Singh and Sunil Valson in first-class 
cricket’ 

A Yograj has captured 41 wickets toi 
1142 runs in 19 first-class matches as on 
11 5 1981, while Sunil Valson has cap¬ 
tured 57 wickets for 1186 runs in 20 
matches as on 1 5 1980 

G Raiinder, Bhongit 

Q Who lopped ttie batting averages for 
India against West Indies in West Indies 
I in 1970-71’ 

A Sunil Gavaskdi wflO averaged 154 00 
I in 8 innings (3 n o) of 4 Tests 

Sailendra Sharma, Tangla. 

Q What does the term 'nightwatchma'i in 
cricket mean’ 

A Nightwatchman is a non-regular bats¬ 
man, who comes in to bat at the fall of the 
wicket at the fag end of the day, to 
.safeguard the wicket of a regular 
batsman 

A. Jerome. 

Q. What IS the third wicket partnership 
record by the Indian pair’ 

A. 238 by P R Umrigar and V L 
Manirekar in the first Test vs New Zea¬ 
land at Hyderabad in 1955-56 

Raiesh, Juliundur 

Q. Who topped tfie Australian bowling 
averages in the series against West In¬ 
dies in 1977 78’ 

A Bruce Yardley, who finished with 15 
wicketa for 377 ot 25 13 per wicket 
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Q. How many South African and New 
Zealand batsmen ha/e hit double cen- 
turies'^ 

A. R G Pollock 1274 & 209) D J 
McGlew (255 n o i. E A B Rowan |236I, 
A D Noursr, Jr (231 S 208) G A 
Faulkner (204) and F J Barlow (201) ; 
from South Africa and G M lijrner(259i 
and 223 n o), G T Dowlmq (234) B 
Sutcliffe (230 n o) and M P Oonnelly ' 
(206) from New Zealand have fiit double j 
centuries j 

Rakesh, Jullundur j 

Q. Name the book which owes romplofe I 
record of first-class cricket I 

A. Book of Cricket Records by Ray Web- | 
ber and the same title by Bill Frindall i 
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Mangath Tendulkar, Pune 

Q When, where and against whom did 
Ray Bright make his Test debut? 

A Ray Bright played his first Test for 
Australia 'ii the second Test vs England at 
Mancfiester in 1977 
Ra| Joshi, Pune 

Q Wnen where and against whom did 
Ken Wadsworth make his Test debut? 

A Kon Wadsworth began playing for 
New Zealand from the first Tost vs Eng¬ 
land at Lord s in 1969 
Anil Samant. Pune 

0 When, where and against whom did 
Laird Lillee and Marsh make their Test 
debut? 

A Bruce t aird made his debut in the 
first Test vs West Indies at Brisbane in 
1979-80 Dennis Lillee in the 61h Test vs 
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1 P * QB4. P - K4» 2 Kl - QB3. Kt - QB3 

3P-KKt3. B.B4. 4 B . Kt2, Kt B3 


England at Adelaide m la^u-n ana 
Rodney Marsh in the 1st Test vs England 
at Brisbane in 1970-71 
D S. Sastry, Paloncha 

Q Please confirm that maximum num¬ 
ber of centuries hit in a Test match are 8 
out of which 5 were scored by Australia 
and 3 by West Indies at Kingston in 
1954-55 Is It a world record? 

A Only 7 centuries were made in the 
said lest West Indians hit 2 and not 3 
hundreds and the Australians made 5 
Seven centuries in a Test is a world 
record and is achieved twice in Tests 
Uday Mukherjee, Gauhati. 

Q What IS Test batting record of Gopal 
Bose? 

A Unfortunately Gopal Bose could 
never play in Tests for India 


5 Kt - B3, 0 - 0, 6 0 - 0, P - 03 

7P-03. B-K3. 8P-OR3, P-OR4 
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Allwyn watches. 

Manufactured under 
licence from Seiko. 
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The watches that were available to 
you till now were good watches indeed. 
But from now on. things are going to be 
even better 

Sf.'iko technolc iQv r/.a-5 arrived' 

.Seikcr the worlri famous watch 
comp.any has collafai'idted with Allwyn to 
bnng you the very late.-.: in time technology 
Taking the cour try zooming nght into the 
80s in line witfi the rest of the world. 

What does it mean to you~^ 

It means a ranrje of mechanical, 
automatic and cquariz watches with the 
latest standards of pre< ision and heauty 
.Standards of acouracy never dreamed of 
Isefore 


Watches with far greater reliability. 
Better serviceability. Watches in keeping 
with the times In styling and technology 
Watches manufactured under 
licence from Seiko. Japan are marketed 
under the Allwyn brand name. 

You too, keep up with th.e fames. 


ALLWYN 


WAl'C 


HES 


SEIKO 


A bi3 leap in time. 
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PATAUDI and TONY LEWIS explain 
hov/ England retained the Ashes 

GAVASKAR replies 





Forget tlw itc^ burning 
misery of pncloy heat! 
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Letters to the Editor 


Ihe 

greatest? 

R egarding asHis Ray’s 

article on Kapil' Dev, 
published in the August 12 
issue, I would like to point 
out that instead of being a 
comparative study of all- 
rounders, it is a purely de¬ 
scriptive article, contrary to 
the title. The author should 
have compared and evalu¬ 
ated the style, records and 
all other aspects of Kapil 
Dev with those of previous 
Indian all-rounders, rather 
than portraying his cricket¬ 
ing life. I am sure that the 
comparative discussion 
would have been more in¬ 
teresting On the whole, 
there was a great deal of 
scope to improve the stan¬ 
dard of this article. 

TANIYA GHOSH. 
Calcutta 

YOUR cover story “KapU 
Dev: Is he the best Indian 
all-rounder ever?” was an 
exercise in tracing the lion- 
hearted all-rounder’s 
career. But Ashis Ray did 
not, quite surprisingly, 
answer the question. 

At present, Kapil cannot 
be called a complete all- 
rounder. His batting is not 
adequate to place him 
among the great all- 
rounders of the world He 
has shown his batting pro¬ 
wess on Indian soil several 
times, but he has been a 
frequent failure abroad 
with the bat. As for his bowl¬ 
ing, he falls among the top 
class bowlers of the world 
and can justifiably be called 
the "Dennis Lillee” of India 
Many parallels are being 
drawn between Kapil and 
Botham. While Botham is 
far ahead of Kapil, so far as 
batting is concerned, Kapil 
has a slight edge over 
Botham in the department 
of bowling. To rate Kapil as 
the best all-roundei in the 
world would be a premature 
conclusion. Botham, in fact, 
is the best all-rounder in the 
world today 

Coming back to the ques 
tion "Is Kapil the best tndi 
an all-rounder ever’” it is 
still too early to assess a 
man who has not yet firmly 
established his position as 
an all-rounder in the world 


cricket Further, Kapil is yet 
to reach his peak, which he 
is expected to do in the not 
too distant future. He has 
tremendous potential and 
will surely be ranked one . 
day amongst the great all- > 
rounders of the world Till ' 
then, one must consider i 
Vinoo Mankad as the best 
Indian all-rounder ever. 

P.S. MONY, 
Trivandrum. 
ASHIS RAY’S article, "Is 
Kapil India’s greatest all- 
rounder ever’” was nicely 
written But Kapil has dis¬ 
appointed us with the bat. 
He must realise that batting 
by Test standards does not 
solely mean aggression and 
hitting He should also learn 
how to check his tempera- ^ 
ment and restrict his rlaip- 
boyance Much more is ex¬ 
pected, insofar as batting is 
concerned, of this dashing 
and enthralling superstar, 
who IS to date the only Indi¬ 
an batsman to have reached 
a century with a six. Howev¬ 
er, Kapil is an excellent 
bowler. We wish him all 
'success against the English¬ 
men this winter 

GOPAN KRISHNAN, 
Cochin. 

Shame, shame! 

T he gloomy chapter of 
the Australian cricket 
team is not yet over. It may 
be recalled that on our last 
tour of Australia, Ian Chap¬ 
pell made some uncharit¬ 
able remarks against the In¬ 
dian team. Now Australia 
has suffered defeat at the 
hands of its traditional riv¬ 
al. But the defeat at Leeds 
by 18 runs at the hands of 
England after following on 
was all the more humiliat¬ 
ing. It is also d resounding 
slap on the face of Ian Chap¬ 
pell, IS It not’ Come on 
Chappell, advise the Austra¬ 
lian Cricket Board to 
arrange an Australian tour 
of Canada, the Fiji Islands 
or even Bangladesh. I am 
deliberately not referring to 
Sn Lanka, because the 
Lankans, in my mind, are 
more talented and have a 
greater fighting spirit than 
the Australians 

SANTOSH BAJAJ, 
Calcutta. 

IT has been a long time 
since India defeated Austra¬ 
lia in the histone Test at 
Melbourne. India's victory 
and the joy it generated in 




































the mind of eveiy Indian are 
(till fresh. We Indians can 
never be oblivious of the 
scornful remarks Ian Chap¬ 
pell made about us Thu u 
now our turn to say some- 
thine about die standard of 
the Australian cridcet team 
considering their present 
performance against Eng¬ 
land In the light of their 
performances in recent 
years against India, Pakis 
tan. West Indies, Sri Lanka 
and now against England, 
one cannot help but say that 
the Australians are groggy 
boxers trying to find their 
feet against their oppo 
nents 

In fact, no country can 
remain at the top in Test 
cncket for a long time, as 
the competition is stiff and 
there is plenty of talent 
Why then were such arro 
gant remarks made against 
the Indians during their last 
tour of Australia by the 
meat Ian Chappell? Why is 
die pen of Chappell silent 
today? Why is no advice to 
the Australians forth 
coming’ 

PRABHAT SINGH and 
TRILOCHAN SINGH. 

Jhumn Telaya 

Well done! 

T EXTEND my heartiest 

congratulations to 
drearley and his men for 
retaming the Ashes by win 
nine the fifth Test at Old 
Tralford, Manchester Once 
again the incredible Botham 
proved his ability as an all 
rounder. His belligerent in¬ 
nings of 118 with SIX sixes 
and 13 fours shows his 
calibre as a batsman He hit 
22 runs in an over off De 
nnis Lillee, which included ^ 
two mighty sixes 

The newcomer Paul Allott 
deserves great praue foi his 
hardhitting 52 not out which 
helped England score a re 
spectable total in the first 
innings And what a great 
fight-back by the Austra 
bans in the second innings 
Trailing by 506 runs the 
Australians struggled hard I 
to reach the target At one 
tune when Border and Lil¬ 
lee were playing and the 
score was 365 for 7, it 
seemed that they could 
reach the target, but it was 
Botham again who captured 
I two Quick wickets and shat¬ 
tered Australia’s hope of 
winning the match 

At the end of the fifth 
That we can safely assert 
that Btearlev is one of 


best captains in the world 
today. 

£AYA ARt% 
Patna. 

ENGLAND’S most ferocious 
'lion, Ian Botham, is roanng. 
Botham’s dramatic return to 
dazzling form helped Eng¬ 
land retain the Ashes and 
he has won three “Man of 
the Match” awards m a row. 
This, by Itself, must be some 
kind of « record and he 
really deserves it 
Ever since he shed the 
burden of captaincy, it has 
been mainly Australia ver¬ 
sus Botham The whole of 
England is now singing the 
glory of Botham, who, at 
present, is the greatest all 
rounder in the world 
Indian fans hope that our 
Kapil Dev will put up a 
similar display in the com 
ing winter If he can, the 
battle between him and 
Botham—the two foremost 
all-rounders of today—will 
be most enthralling Come 
on Kapil, come on' 

VIJAY CHORGHADE. 

Pune 

ENGLAND convincingly 
won the senes against Au 
stralia and is now m an 
impregnable position 
though one more Test still 
remains to be played 
Howeyer, England won the 
senes rarnei strangely be 
cause they had not outplay 
ed Australia in any depart 
ment of the game In spite of 
this England won due to the 
superhuman performance 
of Ian Botham and shrewd 
captaincy of Mike Brearley 
who has returned to the En 

f lish squad with triumph 
otham’s resignation was 
not only a turning point in 
his career but this also 
opened up a new avenue for 
England’s success, as Eng¬ 
land had no*^ won a single 
Test under Botham’s lead 
ership Bob Willis, regaining 
his old touch and pace, also 
bowled superbly 
From the Australian view 
point only Terry Alderman 

E erformed consistently with 
IS accurate bowling Wood, 
Dyson, Yatlop and Marsh 
did not perform up to ex¬ 
pectations, while skipper 
Hughes and Border played 
moderately Lawson and 
Hogg were bogged down 
with injury andcould not 
prove their competence 
The burden of age seems to 
have affected Lillee, and so 
he could not play his usual 
game 

il VASUDEVAN, 
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Just one point 


If Bishan does have 
a grievance, then I 
am most surprised 

SUNIL GAVASKAR, while holidaying in England, spoke to ASHIS RAY 
to set the record straight about the controversial interview with Bishan 
Singh Bedi. The interview, which appeared in the issue of Sportsworld 
dated 22 July, was entitled “ Did Gavaskar get Bedi axed?” Gavaskar, in 
the course of this piece, asserts that the comments attributed to Bedi are, 
nothing but the viewpoints of the author 


W HEN I first saw the article. I 
thought Sportsworld had started 
a jokes column But most magazines 
have no more than a page of humour. 
So, I thought, this must be a new 
fiction series. 

The intriguing thiim about the story 
is that at no stage has Bishan been 
comprehensively quoted as having 
said that I got him axed. In the first 
paragraph, I noticed the suggestion 
that Bishan was axed through the 
sweep of a player-colleague-captain 
called Sunil Gavaskar, where only the 
word sweep is within quotes. lA^o 
uttered it no one knows. 

In anoher passage, Bishan is re¬ 
ported to have said ‘T do not know 
m^elf why this conspiracy was hatch¬ 
ed against me,” which is within quotes, 
but that has no reference to me. It 
appears, in fact, that the comments 
attributed to Bishan are nothing but 
the viewpoints of the writer. 

If Bishan does have a grievance then 
I am most surprised. He has been pan 
of team selection for a long time, and 
worked with the same members with 


whom I have been dealing. I can’t 
imagine or even dream of dominating 
such respected senior cricketers like 
Polly Umrigar, Dattu Phadkar, M. L. 
Jaisimha and Chandu Sarwate. 

"I think it’s quite well known that 
the captain does not have a vote in a 
selection committee meeting. All he is 
empowered to do is to take pan in the 
discussions that precede the picking of 
a side. Moreover, which captain, 1 ask, 
would deliberately choose an infenor 
player and thereby jeopardise his 
team’s chances? 

“There is an accusation that I called 
the Board President and asked for 
Ravi Shastn to be sent out to New 
Zealand. Nothing could be funher 
from the truth. First of all, it was the 
Manager who made the request. 
Secondly, what the writer, perhaps, 
does not know is that the doctor told 
us that Dilip Doshi would not be 
available till the final Test at Auck¬ 
land. while Shivlal Yadav would be fit 
for ^e second Test. 

“It turned out to be the other way 
around. But it was on the basis of the 


initial advice that we sought a left-arm 
spinner as a replacement. 

It was a collective decision, in which 
the Manager, the Assistant Manager, 
the vice-captain and myself were in¬ 
volved. 

“In any case, why would I be seeking 
to purposely weaken the side, if the 
contributor is t^ing to say that more 
deserving candidates were by-passed? 
Did not Ravi prove himself by taking 
fifteen wickets in the three Tests? 

“However, despite the article, 1 have 
the hipest possible regard for Bishan 
as a cricketer. It was a great privilege 
for me to be playing in the same side 
as him. He is the finest left-arm .spin¬ 
ner I have ever seen. 

“But 1 am disappointed with Sport- 
S¥mrld for having carried the piece. I 
am one of their correspondents, and I 
did not expect to be blasphemed 
against in this manner. It’s all veiy 
well to say ’Did Gavaskar get Bedi 
axed?’ and put a question mark behind 
It in the cover. Most people overlook 
the punctuation and get the impress¬ 
ion that I actually did get Bishan pjced. 
It’s not verv responsible ioumalism.” ' 


Gavaskar and Beat prior to ttw Bombay Teat againat the west Indies m 1978-79 







^portsworM Exclusive 


The immortal Rudy Harlono 


PRAKASH PADUKONE 

R udy hartono kurniawan 

was born in Surabaya in a lar^e 
family ot seven brothers and one sis¬ 
ter Interestingly, all the brothers and 
their sister have been badminton play- 
ets, but have played at different 
levels Only two among these reached 
international standards—Rudy and his 
sister Uttami Devi They got their 
inspiration for playing badminton 
from their father, who though he was 
nor a great player himself, was indeed 
very interested in the game. Badmin¬ 
ton being Rudy’s father’s first love, 
there was no reason why his children 
should not exiel in the game. 

He encouraged them to play this 
game from a very young age and even 
built a badminton hall specially for his 
children. It was in this hall that Rudy 
started playing badminton as a nine- 
year-old His father was his “guru” and 
he was the one who taught Rudy the- 
basic fundamentals of the ^ame Rudy 
took to the sport very seriously right 
from his childhood and won many 
titles at a young age He immediately 
caught the attention pf the Indonesian 
Badminton Association which quickly 
lealised his potentiahand gave him all 
the encouiagement he needed They 
knew, immediately that they had a 
futuie world champion in Rudy Harto¬ 
no The Association took Rudy under 
Its wings and carefully moulded his 
careei 

Rudy took the badminton world by 
.surprise whei^he won the All-England 
Championships for the first time in 
1968 at the age of 17 Until that time 
the pattern of the game was more 
traditional, with emphasis on the toss 
and drop style. The emphasis was 
more on stroke play than on power. 
The players depended more on accu¬ 
rate tosses, delicate drops and back¬ 
hand strokes, but Rudv completely 
changed the style of badminton Like 
in most other pmes, speed and power 
leplaced strokeplay. The game be¬ 
came faster and more aggressive and 
the players relied entirely on speed, 
power and fitness. Thus the game had 
undergone a complete change. To re¬ 
main on top the players had to be 
agressive and remain physically fit. 
Physical fitness assumed greater im¬ 
portance and became as important as 
the game itself Players had to devote 
a lot of time to physical training also, 
besides developing their game. 

Rudy introduced the dribble and 
smash tactic. His ‘half court smashes’ 
added a lot of deception to hils game. 
Rudy used this semiattacking stroke 
most effectively to create openings, 
following It up with full-blooded 
smashes. There was hardly any flaw in 
his game 


Rudy was comparatively weak in his 
defence but his opponents rarely got a 
chance to go on the attack. He simply 
outclassed and outplayed all his oppo¬ 
nents in the first few years. His oppo¬ 
nents just couldn’t cope with his new 
style of play. A$ the years passed by, 
thev started analysing Rudy’s game 
and gradually learnt a few of his weak 
points. 

But by then he had already won the 
All-England title several-times. Of the 
two flanks, Rudy was vulnerable on his 
forehand. He covered his backhand 
mostly with overhead strokes and used 
his backhand only as a last resort— 
that IS, whenever he was caught una¬ 
wares at the net. But those occasions 
were very few. If at all there was a 
stroke which his opponents feared 
most. It was his overhead smash, which 



was both powerful and deceptive It 
was all the more effective since he 
executed the smash with a leap in the 
air. This gave his opponents very little 
time to return the smashes. 

But the point to be remembered 
here is that to convert a backhand into 
an overhead shor one has to be very 
fast At the same time, one should also 
remernber that the forehand will be 
left wide open. Also, since a player has 
to cover more ginnnd while playing an 
overhead stroke, it is imperative that 
he be in top physical shape. 

S INCE Rudy was both fit and fast, he 
had no real problem in covering the 
court. Being vulnerable on the fore¬ 
hand did not mean that he was very 
weak. It only meant that he was more 
powerful while plavine his overhand 


shots. In other words, he could play 
only a limited number of attacking 
strokes on his forehand. 

As mentioned earlier, Rudy did net 
like to be on the defence, especially 
against hard hitters. If at all he was 
uncomfortable, it was against players 
like Svend Pri, Sture Jonson, Ippie 
Kojima and Punch Gunalan, au of 
whom had big smashes. Most of these 
players did beat or extend Rudy at one 
time or another, but Svend Pri was the 
only one who beat bun, in the All- 
Ei^and. Championships. 

fiend’s victory over Rudy in the 
All-England finals in 1975 was all the 
more significant since it brought to an 
end Rudy’s seven-year reign as the 
All-England champion. % then Rudy 
had not only equalled Erland Kop% 
record of seven All-England wins but 
had also gone one step further by 
winmng it seven times in a row. (Kops 
had won the title seven times but with 
break.s) But Rudy was still not satis¬ 
fied. He struck back strongly after a 
year and regained the All-England 
title for the eight time, thus creating a 
new world record. 

In my opinion, the other biggest 
factor which helped him to win eighth 
All-England and one world title was 
his temperament He was absolutely, 
cool and was never seen losing his 
temper even when the odds were 
stacked against him. He never threw 
any tantrums on' the court and never 
disputed line calls and decisions of the 
impires He was always a favourite 
with fellow players, organisers, specta¬ 
tors, umpires and linesmen alike 

Rudy did not play m the first official 
World Championships in Sweden in 
1977, since he had already announced 
his retirement from competitive bad¬ 
minton by that time Rudy had won all 
the major tournaments in the world 
except the offtcial World Cham¬ 
pionships. So, he staged another com¬ 
eback and won ‘the title that had 
eluded him—the official world cham¬ 
pionships—in 1980. 

Rudy,.besides being a great player 
.has always been a source of inspiration 
to his teammates. His very presence in ’ 
the team is enough to build up the 
morale and confidence of his col¬ 
leagues—specially the youngsters. To¬ 
day, Rudy is still a force to reckon with 
and can pose problems to most of the ! 
top players in the world. Rudy has 
served and will continue to serve In¬ 
donesian badminton for a long time to 
come. How much longer Rudy can 
continue in competitive badminton is ^ 
anybody’s guess, but there is no dmibt 
that he is one of the immortals in the 
game of badminton. 

Rudy is married to Jane Anwar and 
has two children, Christopher (4^ 
years) and Christine (2n years). 
Jane’s sister is married to Christian 
Hadipata, one of the leading doubles 
badminton players of Indonesia. 
Rudy’s sister Uttdhii DEvi is married 
to the U.S. National Champion Chris 
Kinard, while Rudy's younger bfbtfaer 
Ferry is engaged to. indoteaian don* 
bles pl»yer im^a, So It.^ lot^ lUw 
one me badminton iamuv. . , 
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Triumphant return 
from the wilderness 


CHUNI GOSWAMI 


M ohammedan sporting have 

at long last broken the jinx 
Although they had been totally 
eclipsed for 13 long years, they have 
finally proved that they are capable of 
taking on the best and coming out on 
top It was a welcome change to see 
the black-and-whites notching up a 
string of victories in the light of the 
fact that they have not been keeping 
pace with their traditional rivals— 
Moliun Bagan and East Bengal—over 
the last few years 
In some quarters, indeed, they were 
probably nut fancied any longer as 
part of the ruling triumvirate. Their 
dwindling fortunes were the .staple 
conversational diet on the Calcutta 
Maidan Long deprived of the tup 
honours, the club finally^embarked on 
the comeback trail at the beginning of 
the Eighties Their effoits bore fruit 
and the club began notching up some 
significant victories, although these 
were restricted mainly to outstation 
laurels 

Mohammedan Sporting’s League 
performance must therefore be 
viewed against this backdrop. Theirs 
was more than a creditable perform¬ 
ance, it was a veritable homecoming 
after long years out in the wilderness 
And, I might add, they really deserved 
every ounce of the glory 
They looked a motivated outfit from 
the very beginning of the League. 
They were clearly out to avenge all 
their earlier defeats and to erase the 
memories of all previous failures It 
was a fighting spirit that manifested 
Itself in many ways, but it all added up 
to glorious football from the specta¬ 
tors' point of view. They played the 
same brand of football throughout, 
irrespective of the standard or reputa¬ 
tion of their opponents They fought 
against strong rivals and demolished 
lesser teams with the same degree of 
skill, guts and determination They 
took no chances whatever and their 
efforts paid rich dividends 
Though they dropped a point when 
they drew with Mohun Bagan, they 
made short work of East Bengal, a 
morale booster they needed sorelv. As 
a matter of fact, it was evident during 
the Federatilm Cup that the black-and- 
would come back to form with a 
.,y«l^ditice. Utohlh they lost agaihst 

L.i. a., t. iU\ . I * I 
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MOhun Bagan at Madras, they defe¬ 
ated star-studded East Bengal and the 
manner in which they fought in this 
match left no doubt in anybody’s mind 
that Mohammedan Sporting would 
prove the strongest contender for the 
League honours this year 
Indeed, they lived up to the expecta¬ 
tions With incredible team spirit the 
Mohammedan S C players accepted 
challenge after challenge and proved 


equal to the task ahead of them The 
terrible trio of Bidesh, Manash and 
Shabbir played havoc with their oppo¬ 
nents’ defences time ar.d again. The 
less powerful teams simply caved in 
under the attack, while the more for¬ 
midable sides had their work cut out 
against the Mohammedan S.C. for¬ 
wards. The latter, realising the all- 
important fact that football is a team 
game, planned their strategy accor¬ 


dingly. Thill enabled them to play with | 
perfect understanding which was evi¬ 
dent not just among the frontline | 
stars, but pervaded me entire team, 
down to the last line of defence—the 
goalkeeper. 

Not surprisingly, therefore, it really 
paid dividends. Instead of having to 
depend solely on the form of their top 
players, the Mohammedan S.C. team 
could count on their other less glamor¬ 
ous team members as well. Every 
member of the side performed accord¬ 
ing to expectations, pulling their own 
weight magnificently. Thus, when two 
star performers—Shabbir and 
Bidesh—were called to attend the 
Asiad preparatory camp. Mohamme¬ 
dan Sporting had no real cause for 
worry Despite the absence of these 
two stars, they had wonderful substi¬ 
tutes in the shape of Kartick Sett and 
Tapan Das. This is precisely the kind 
of option that big clubs seldom enjoy. 

As for strategy, mention must be 
made of Prasun Banerjee who was the 
prime mover of the team on the 
ground. As I stressed in my earlier 
analyses of League matches, it was 
Prasun who on most occasions read the 
situation accurately and adopted the 
right strategy for his team In the 
fashion of an ideal linkman he helped 
his teammates mount orchestrated 
attacks on rival citadels Hopefully, he 
still has a long and prosperous football 
career ahead of him 

Credit must go to the Mohammedan 
S C. deep defenders too In this re¬ 
spect, Moidul and Aloke outshone 
most of their counterparts from both 
big and small clubs, with Bhaskar 
doing a splendid job for tus team in 
the last line of defence Among his 
notable performances was the brave 
fight he put up during his team’s 
last—suspense-filled—engagement 
with Rajasthan With Mohun Bagan 
having finished just one point behind. 
It was a crucial match for Mohamme¬ 
dan S C who faced a stiff challenge 
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from the Rajasthan players. But with 
Bhaskar playing a great game, Moham¬ 
medan S.C. reached home safely. 

A word of praise must go to my old 
mentor Sattarda, under whose gui¬ 
dance Mohammedan S.C. were able to 
reap the harve.st of their toil. Amid the 
current controversies over coach- 
player relationships, this veteran foot¬ 
baller has emerged successful. 

In contrast to Mohammedan S. C. 
was East Bengal If the former was 
perfroming at its valiant best, the 
latter played at its lack-lustre wor^. 
Ridden as it was with infighting aitiong 
players and admmistrators, the club 
turned out to be the biggest flop of the 
current League, much to tne dis¬ 
appointment of thousands of its sup¬ 
porters. The confusion and 
neverending stream of controversies 
over such issues as the choice of 
coaches which began at the start of the 
season at Madras told considerably on 
the team’s performance and even the 
glamour players could make little dif¬ 
ference 

Unlike Mohammedan S C., East 
Bengal relied too Heavily on its top 
players like Majid and Jamshid, who 
(perhaps for some personal reasons) 
were miserably out of form this year 
No real team spirit was fostered 
among the East Bengal player's, who 
consequently appeared a disoriented 
lot Not only did they fail to check the 
might of their arch rivals, but, surpri¬ 
singly, also fell below expectations 
against clubs that they would normally 
have sneered at The side's defeat at 
the hands of Port Trust must have 
come as a great shock 

East Bengal adopted the 4-3-3 com¬ 
bination and at one stage, this tactic 
worked very well, with Amalraj, 
[■'areed and Machado doing a good job 
against Mohun Ragan Unfortunately, 
For East Bengal it was one of those 
seasons when everything goes wrong 
and they had to remain content with a 
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humble third position in the League 
table, despite lavish investments in a 
host of ouistation players 

Coming to my club, Mohun Bagan, I 
must say that I am not totally dis¬ 
appointed to see them finish a not-so- 
inglorious second. Their performance 
was in no way inferior to that of its 
closest opponents, particularly 
Mohammedan Sporting, barring the 
debacles against Railway F C and 


Behala Youth 

It is true that its supporters must 
have left the ground after the maich 
against Behala Youth with their heads 
hanging in shame But we cannot 
forget the difficulties which weighed 
the club down A riumbei of its plaveis 
have grown old, but they tontimied to 
display their seemingly inexhaustible 
stamina on many occasions during the 
League Shvam Thapa, Habib, Ulaga, 
Suraiii and Gautam'(with an injure i of 


Moftammadan Sporting aupportw cany a nag anti Me aymtxtl of their club attar the last match 



the older group tried their best to 
bring home the championship In 
many a match, Mohun Bagan was also 
deprived of the invalimble services of 
Xavier Pius, but, it was the high 
morale of the team that was proved 
time and again 

In the defence, .Subioui was indeed 
outstanding, though Mohun Bagan 
conceded a numbei ot goals against 
junior teams With his characteristic 
alertnes.s, speed, and fortitude Sub- 
roto, in partnership with Samai and' 
others, created a stone wall which 
could have pioved powerful enough to 
take on the most dangerous forward 
line in the country 
'However, the most inteiestitig fea¬ 
ture of this year’s League is the re¬ 
markably good showing of the small 
clubs Time and again ihev took on the 
bigger teams with remarkable cour¬ 
age That fortune favouied the brave, 
IS now evident to us all As I have .said 
earliei, it is a welcome trend for 
Indian football which, for all its sound 
and fury, still signifies nothing in the 
international arena 
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Ttm Bnt big irmlch of the aoaton, bonmon Mohammedan Sporbng and Mohun Bagan players of both sidas observe one mmute's silence m memory of those 
who died when the Iasi match was staged al the Eden Qardena, on August 16, t9K The gaSery where the deaths look place, however was not open to the 
public 

Mohammedan Sporting Iasi won the League m 1667 and Ihe last trophy they won In Catutta was the IFA Shield In 197t Not surfmsingly, therefore, their 
aupportera turned lor the last match of Ihe League wHh Hags to oalebrme a posaMe viaory after more than a decade 
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4 notabie faaiure of thts yaar’s League was the poitce arrangements, espeaaHy after the ahambies wftneaaed last year. In thts ptctum we see women eryoying 
match at the Mohun Sagan ground, from the public stands—a welcome change indeed 

This is a^ fwourna^ It is tfijite obvious tha plaiw vrho is trying to It ko tho shot Is s mambar of the side that headed the League table tl 
year—Mohammedan Sporting We leave it to readers to try and identify him The first correct answer vdU be published in our forthcoming issue 
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Tft 0 Kalighal cusitxiian collects the ball hwn the leet at Jamshid Naaim Jamahid, along vHlh Ma/id Basker (partly tinkten) and Mehmud Khabazi were involved In 
a massive controversy with their coach This had an eltect on the pertormance of ttmr team East Bengal, who finished a poor third 

That the rams are an integral part of Calculta Soccer was anytly demonstrated throughout the League But the monsoon was at its worst the day Mohammedar. 
Sporting were to play East Bengal It rained so heavily that play had to be caHed oil and even the efiorts of the malis to sweep away the water lailgd 
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Coaches’ views 


My boys strove bard 

No favouritism was ever shown to any player, nor was 
this ever encouraged. Mohammedan Sporting coach 

ABDUS SATTAR tells SUBHASH SARCAR 


M ohammedan sporting had 

been without a coach since last 
November after Amal Dutta quitted. 
Explaining the latter’s departure, a 
source said, "The coach was called 
with the intention of asking him his 
future plans. However, as the football 
secretary was a few minutes late the 
coach left abruptly and we heard 
nothing about him thereafter.” Under 
the guidance of its senior players, 
however, the team lived up to its 
reputation with two joint-winner titles 
(the Rovers Cup and Stafford Cup), 
along with the DCM trophy and the 
Sikkim Gold Cup. 

Enter Abdus Sattar. "I took up the 
challenge prior to the Sanjay Gandhi 
Gold Cup at Patna. In fact, the 
assignment was thrown at me 
suddenly I had to give it some thought 
before accepting, firstly, because me 
environment was new and secondly, 
because I wasn’t sure how the players 
would react to me I think I made the 
right decision because the players 
really made me feel at home I must 
say I was fortunate to have senior, 
experienced players in the side. My 
team won the Patna Gold Cup and 
then went to Madras where they 
performed brilliantly, beating East 
Bengal and finally losing to Mohun 
Bagan in the Federation Cup. This was 
indeed a big morale booster for the 
team 

“The team returned to Calcutta with 
the avowed intention of regaining the 
l.eague title One thing I made clear to 
them was that since they were an 
experienced side, I would not have to 
teach them the basics. The only task 
ahead of me was ro give them my 
advice and guidance from time to 
time For their part, the team 
responded wonderfully, rising to the 
occasion with a spirit that hardly 
seemed possible. 

“Although we were rather 
inconsistent, the reason for this was 
post-Federation Cup fatigue. Also, the 
change in ground condiuons played a 
art in this However, the players 
egan to find their form although 
some of them did strike a bad patch 
now and then. 

“Because of these lapses in the 
initial stages of the League we 
conceded two goals against Aikya 
Sammilani and Wan AC We had the 
necessary cohesion but we'lacked co- 


because of this that we missed so many 
chances in our matches. There were 
times, too, when my deep defence 
made errors against some of the junior 
teams and this caused me some 
anxiety. Yet, even in such situations, I 
was always confident because of the 
presence of Bhaskar Ganguly. 

“I always saw to it that our best 
players were fielded. No favouritism 
was ever shown to any player, nor was 
this ever encouraged. Captain Moidul 
Islam and I did have words on a couple 
of occasions, but these were healthy 
situations Selection was carried out 
strictly on terms of merit. People did 
voice the opinion that Gauranga 
Banerjee was being sidelined but this 
was a lie. He is a good player and took 
part in a few League matches but the 


unfortunate thing was that he had twc 
attacks of malaria,' which renderec 
him very weak. At one time we bac 
thought that we did not have a propei 
substitute in the wing-back position. 

"Young Aloke Mukherjee was asked 
instead to play in that particulai 
position and he performed wel] 
indeed. The moot point'was; how could 
he be rested if he was playing well? He 
was proving his potential i^th every 
match. He is very promising but needs 
to mature slightly. If he can maintain 
this level of soccer, he will definitely 
be an asset to the nation. 

“One important guiding factor in 
our team selection policy was that wc 
would always try and fit in junioi 
players, thereby achievmg the nghi 
mix of experience and youth. I would 
be the last one to deny the fact that 
there is a vast difference between oui 
first team and our second string, 
although Aloke and Balai, and, to a 
certain extent, Uttam Mazumdar as 
well, proved to be the best among the 
second string. One must not forget tr 
mention Kartkk Sett, who is very fast 
and who can play the ball within a 
very limited area 


Prasun Barwijae, who played a vital rate in Mohammedan Sporting'e success, is lifted by 
supporters alter the victory against East Bengal 




*Tbe two liokmen, Frisun and , 
Ptaaanu, did not work in perfect 
undemanding initially but gradually 
began to work in unison. Botn ottbem 
raMered yeomen service. It was 
popularly thought that Prasun, who 
normally plays on the left, would not 
be able to help soeedy Manash 
Bhattacharya. But tbis. foreboding 
proved to be baseless as Prasun filled 
the gap created Gautam Sarkar, 
who opted to joui the black<and- 
whites. 

**That he was really indispensable 
was driven home by the fact that he 
turned up to play against medical 
advice when we were playing East 
Bengal. Psychologically, nis presence 
had bn effect on the opposition and 
added to this was the fact that a 
downpour that day moved a blessing 
in disguise for us. This also helped 
Prasun a great deal to recover and he 
was once again the vital link just as he 
had proved against Mohun Bagan. 
Indeed, the draw against Monun 
Bagan was a morale booster since they 
had beaten us in Madras. This 
confidence helped us defeat East 
Beiwal. 

“By this time we were nearing our 
goal and every sinjde match was vital 
to our success. When Mohun Bagan 
beat East Bengal, this played on our 
minds and we received a further 
setback when we were held by Salkia 
Fnends. Any mishap thereafter would 
have cost us dearly. 

“A word about Prasanta. He too 
gave of his best and took charge of the 
vital midfield area in the absence of 
Prasun. Of cousse, he too struck a bad 
patch now and then but he always 
made amends for his lapses. He was 
instrumental in the scoring of many a 
goal and also scored a few himself. The 
AIFF, I feel, have done him an 
injustice by overlooking him. 

“The great advantage m the 
forwardline was the induction of the 
country’s two speediest wingers, 
Manash and Bidesh Bose. The wingers 
were assets as also the inclusion of 
positive strikers in Md. Akbar, 
Shabbir ^ and Tapan Das. Although 
Tapan played a fewer matches he was, 
in fact, instrumental in many victories 
just when we needed them most. 

“I was literally on tenterhooks during 
our last few engagements but I was 
ecstatic when we won the remaining 
matches. Not only have we topped the 
Leuue table; we also had the highest 
goal-scorer, Manash Bhattacharya, 
who shared the top spot with Jamshid 
Nasirti. Manash deserved the hat-trick 
which eluded him till our 24th 
encounter. 

“My boys had striven for this honour 
and deserved every ounce of praise 
they received. It was a great 
achievement for me as well, since 1 
had had my reservatioiis about taking 
the challenge. When I played for 
Mohammedan Simrting in 1949,1 was 
unable to give tmm the title but this 
doM, in a (UiKerent rol^, I have 




We did not play loo badly 

Mohun Bagan coach SANKAR BANERJEE tells 
SARAJIT DEB that although his team performed well, 
Mohammedan Sporting headed the table because they 
had the great advantage of young players. 


I THINK it would be fair to start with 
Mohammedan Sporting They had a 
major advantage in the sense that all 
their players are more or less of the 
age, whep a player can maintain his 
form for the strenuous 26-match 
duration of the League There are 
some senior players in the side, Prasun 
Banerjee, Md Akbar and Shabbir Ali, 
but they were rested whenever this 
was required, thereby helping them to 
give of their best when they took the 
field again. 

Another great advantage was that 
more or less all thetr players are of the 
same standard, possessing a similar 
level of football sense. With the age 
difference being so negligible, their 
life-styles must also have been similar 
and this obviously helped them to 
develop tremendous team spirit. This 
spirit went a long wav m helping them 
during their matches again.st Mohun 
Bagan and East Bengal. They fought 
like a close knit unit 
Apparently, there was no infighting 
in the team and this certainly helped 
out. 1 know their captain Moidul Islam. 
He is a very good boy and he was not at 
all hesitant to seek the help ot the 
.senior players of the side Every 
player was a part of the team In 
addition, it was a prestige issue for 
Manash Bhattacharya, Bide»h Bose 
and Prasun Banerjee They had left 
Sunyrt Sengupta lakes a shot—It was creditable 
enbre League 


their old club and they had a lot to 
prove. 

All these factois helped the team a 
great deal, especially since the League 
j stretches over three long months and 
involves 26 matches. That they meant 
business was quite apparent in the 
Federation Cup Though they lost to 
Mohun Bagan in the final, the team 
played well and there were signs of 
things to come 

Mohammedan Sporting did not start 
the League too well but one 
consolation was that Manash was 
playing like a machine. He was the one 
who scored the important goals and 
who played at full steam for the entire 
duration—70 minutes—of these 
matches. He laboured like a tiuoper 
and if the other players had emulated 
him and gone all out for ail their 
matches, I am sure Manash would have 
played even better and would have 
scored many more goals But then they 
graduajly picked up and the whole 
team started combining well They 
truly played as a team and were 
successful 

Individually, besides Manash, three 
other players must be mentioned In 
the midfield, Prasun covered a lot of 
ground and helped the team to a 
commanding position in that zone, in 
most of the matches he played Aloke 
Mukherjee, who made his debut in a 
on tvs part to continua throughout the 
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big dub, was their besi defender. He 
gave nothing away and was one of the 
finds of the season Last, but not the 
least, mention must be made of 
Bhaskar Ganguly Bhaskar’s mere 
presence under the bar, gives a great 
deal of confidence to the other 
players He saved his side on a number 
of occasions from certain goals Take 
for instanie the last match against 
Rajasthan Had he not saved that ball, 
the entire story could have been 
different 

Another factor which 1 think helped 
the side a lot was the attitude of their 
officials They gave the players a lot of 
inspiration—and gifts—when they 
played well This definitely helped to 
build up team spun. 

C OMING to my team, Mohun Bagan. 

Right from the start, 1 knew that 
my sttength lay m my defence But I 
was also aware of a problem that I was 
bound to lace—there were too many 
senior players in the teams I knew 
they would play sensible football but 
at the same time, they were not- 
expected to maintain the same 
standard in every match They, senior 
playeis, are moie prone to injury and 
to maintain their peak for 26 matches 
IS very difficult. 

It would have been ideal, if 1 had 
been able to give them the rest they 
sorely needed, but there were no 
substitutes and so the strain on my 
playeis was apparent in most of the 
matches. We usually started our 
matches well but even after scoring 
two oi three goals in the first half, we 
would suddenly lose control midway 
through the second Tlie only reason 
for this was that my players were not 
able to maintain their initial pace 
throughout the match. 

This problem was most prominent 
among my wingers In this respect. 


hats off to Surajit Sengupta, I was 
unable to give him any rest, but he 
never grumbled and continued 
playing On the other wing, there was 
Ulaganathan. He was the man who was 
chiefly responsible for us winning the 
Federation Cup, although I say this 
without belittling the others. Ulaga 
has everything in his favour' speed, 
agility, football sense. He is capable of 
running down the flank at the same 
speed at the end of the match as he 
would at the beginning. However, he 
could not produce the fotm he 
displayed in the Federation Cup. 

In the Mohammedan Sporting 
match, he missed an absolute sitter. U 
he had been able to score that goal, 
the entile complexion of the League 
could have been changed. He had 
scored a much more difficult goal in 
the Federation Cup final—it was a 
15‘',. chance and with his speed and 
Crushing powers he had been able to 
convert it. After the Mohammedan 
Sporting game he started 
deteriorating and if he had been able 
to convert the chance against East 
Bengal, it would have boosted his 
morale and he could have played 
better 

I was unable to give him enough 
rest, because, as I have said earlier, I 
had no othei alternative There were 
no other positive wingers in my side 
Francis DeSouza was sick—practically 
thioughout the League—and though I 
tried Arup Das as a winger on a few 
occasions, he is definitely noi a 
positive winger 

Perhaps the most important factor 
which went against Mohun Bagan was 
the absence of Gaitam Sarkar, after 
the very first match of the League, due 
to a hamstring muscle pull His 
absence was keenly felt but it was 
ubviou.sly not his fault Perhaps it was 
my bad luck Like Subrata 


Bhattacharya, he is another player 
who can inspire the team a great deal, 
especially in the thick of a |8me. Even 
if the team is in a bad position, these 
players are capable of boosting the 
morale of the side. In that sphere, also, 
we missed Gautam. In addition, a lot of 
time was wasted searching for a 
suitable replacement for him. To 
compound my worries, it was during 
this period, that my team played the 
worst football of the League and lost 
valuable points This, in the ultimate 
analysis, proved crucial 

Coming to my defence, and the goals 
we let in: All four regular players, 
Compton Dutta, Subrata, Samar 
Bhattacharya and Shyamal Banerjee 
played well throughout the season 
And after the players left for the 
camp, another player who caught the 
eye was young Biswajit Bose. This 
player, along with Knshnendu Roy 
(who is in the Indian squad to the 
Merdeka) are my own creations, so to 
speak 1 made them into left-backs 
when 1 took t.harge of them as 
youngsters. I was naturally very glad 
that Biswajit utili.sed his chance 
properly and played well 

The obvious question now i.s- If all 
the defenders played well, how did we 
concede eight goals’ All of them were 
very good goals—mostly long distant 
shorts—and the defenders and the 
goalkeeper had nothing much to do in 
each ca.se. At that time, I emphasised 
to my players that they must tighten 
the reins, but I’m saying now that the 
defenders cannot be blamed That my 
defence was solid was evident in the 
big matches when they did not give 
anything away. 

Individually, besides my defenders, 
Mihir Bose, Surajit and Md Habib 
played well throughout It was all the 
more creditable foi Mihir becaii.se he 
played well both as a stnkei and 


A classic stiKiy of Bhaskar Ganguly—his mera praaanca inspired ha coHeaguas mfh oonMence 
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linkman (in the absence of Gautam 
Sarkar). Xavier Pius, whenever he 
played—which was rare—was m fine 
form. Arup was mediocre, unable to 
maintain the game standard Shyam 
Thapa, especially in the later stages, 
when Xavier and Mihir were doing 
natioiml duty, performed well. In goal, 
Shivaji Banerjee was good and Pratap 
Ghosh, though a fine custodian, lacks 
sincerity. Due solely to his own 
callousness, he has not been able to 
perform at the standard he is capable 
of. In the ultimate analysis, four 
players stood out, Subrata, Compton 
(definitely the most improved player 
this year), Shyamal and Mihir 
As a whole, Mohun Bagan did not 
play badly, if one takes into account 
the entue League. There were bad 
patches, understandably so, but these 
were overcome by tremendous team 
spirit This was evident in the later 
stages when some of my players left 
for the camp and the sidi* was 
weakened The other players 
pcrtormud in inspired fashion and at 
certain stagc.s they performed better 
than the original side More openings 
weie created, there were a lot less 
mispasses and chances were converted 
I mote often All my players were 
; sincere and gave everything they had 
I At no time, did 1 have to tell them the 
I importance of the matches—they 
lealised this ihcinselves 

W irii legaid to the East Bengal 
team, I chink they depended far 
loo heavily on the Iranian duo, Majid 
Basket and Jamshid N.isirri, Majid is 
definilcly a vital plaver. comparable 
to Subrata m out team, but he suiely 
cannot be blamed l.)r the pool showing 
of his side Players die bound to make 
mistakes and in this context, 1 think 
too muih was made of the whole issue. 
Theto was so much publicity that it 
must have affected their 
pel fornianccs 

A team can lose, but that dues not 
mean that the Iranians are bad The 
same >hiiig could have happened to 
any other player and the manner in 
which they were treated was highly 
impi oper Players must be given their 
due and T felt bad when the 
controvei.sy was given so much news 
space They too must have felt the 
strain and I think the other players, 
should not encourage this sort of 
treatment 

Among the other teams, Rajasthan 
played well under the able guidance of 
stopper Shyamal Ghosh Salkia 
Friends and Port Trus, also performed 
admirably, troubling the big teams 
and of course, there was Railway 
Football Club They were a very well 
balanced side and proved this when 
they drew with both Mohun Bagan and 
East Bengal Against Mohammedan 
Sporting, too, they put up a good fight 
This year the smaller teams fought 
well, really giving the spectators their 
money’s worth. 

Lastly, it was indeed heartening to 
see that the League was completed 
peacefuUy^ e^iecially after last year’s 


Team spirit was the key 


' Analysing the outcome of 
coach SANTO MITRA teUs 
spirit and will power went 
fight for top honours 

B efore the commencement of the 
League, I had written about the 
prospects of the championship in a 
local paper. In the article, 1 had men¬ 
tioned that East Bengal, on paper, 
were the most formidable side. But I 
also mentioned that it all depended on 
whether the out station players of the 
side would be able to adjust to condi¬ 
tions on the Calcutta Maidan. 

The Calcutta football season can be 
divided into five so-called ’’seasons” 
First It is windy, then it is very hot, 
followed by heavy ram. After the 
rains, it becomes very humid and final¬ 
ly, a condition prevails when the 
ground conditions are extremely mud¬ 
dy despite the heat and humidity. It 
was in the last ’’season” that Pele 
came to Calcutta and was not very 
successful. 

These factors, I knew, would play an 
integral part in the performance of the 
teams. But the success of East Bengal, 

I as I had mentioned, would depend a 
great deal on how the heterogeneous 


the League, East Bengal 
SARAJIT DEB that team 
a long way in deciding the 


elements of the team would be 
blended There was the language prob¬ 
lem, to start with, food habits differed 
and the team contained players of 
diverse temperament Another prob¬ 
lem I had mentioned was that there 
were not too many positive wingers in 
the side. 

Of course, there was Majid Basker and 
if he could maintain the form he had 
produced in the later stages of last 
season, the team would have no prob¬ 
lem. In addition. East Blengal had 
recruited C. D. Francis, Joseph Macha¬ 
do, Amalraj, Premnath Philip, De- 
bashis Roy (all of whom played very 
well last year), Shekharan and other 
players who had made a name for 
them.selves. So, for all these reasons,’! 
had rated East Bengal the strongest 
side, at least player-wise One thing 
you must not forget—I was not the 
coach of the team at that time. 

In my assessment, Mohammedan 
Sporting came second because they 
were a very balanced side. In addition 


Ma/id Basker goes for a header—ha did nor line up to expectitions 







Players of Mohammedan Sporting and East Bengal before their match fell through due to 
heavy ram 


their players were experienced when 
It came to Calcutta conditions. They 
had two positive wingers, stiikers and 
of course the best goalkeeper in the 
country, anothei important thing was 
that theie was a lot at stake for a few 
players because they had left their old 
club It was a prestige issue tor them 
and they were bound to play an in 
spired game 

I also mentioned that Mohun Bagan, 
with their aged playeis, were capable 
of up.setting all calculations All their 
players weie also used to local condi¬ 
tions Anothei gieat morale booster 
was the fact that they had won the 
Federation Cup heating both their 
arch rivals On the negative side, both 
their wingers and linkmen were 
ageing players, and it was a logical 
question of how long they could con¬ 
tinue Basically, it is a very good side 
for a knockout tournament—with a lot 
of experienced players, who are cap¬ 
able ot turning the tide at any mo¬ 
ment 

Though the team started by failing 
to combine properly. East Bengal kept 
getting goals in the initial matches of 
the League—and all their vlctoiies 
were by quite comfortable margins 
There were a lot of problems they had 
hardly any practice, all the playeis 
were new and Amalraj, who had suf- 
feied a severe knee in|iiiy, was not 
fully fit, at least mentally Furth¬ 
ermore, the forwards and the linkmen 
were not combining well Fareed, de¬ 
finitely the best recruit for East Ben¬ 
gal, prefers short passes, whereas the 
Iranians rely mainly on long passes 
Machado, though a sensible footballer, 
IS slow He was having trouble with the 
fast playeis of the funior teams 

The team did not fare too badly, as 
we went along But, we suddenly lost a 
vital point when we drew against Rail¬ 
way FC We missed a lot of chances 
and then there were the losses against 
Mohammedan Sporting and Mohun 
Bagan But, 1 still maintain chat East 
Bengal did not play like a losing side 
in eithei ot these matches 

We missed a great deal of chances in 
alt our engagements Take fur inst¬ 
ance, Somenath Banerjee. He is a hard 


unless chances ate created, they can¬ 
not be missed At least he tried and 
missed We relied a lot on Majid but 
he was unable to produce the form 
expected ol him If he had been se¬ 
rious, he w'ould have been able to lift 
the team and guide the front liners, as 
Monuranjan Bhattacharya did in de¬ 
fence Monoranjan covered a lot of 
space and if Majid had been able to do 
the same. East Bengal would have 
been in a much bettei position After 
the loss against Mohun Bagan, the rest 
of the matches weie insignificant I am 
not shying away from mv lesponsibili- 
ties—perhaps 1 failed to inspire the 
team to the extent I should have 
Individually, Monoranjan played a 
gjeat game jamshid Nasirri was a 
vastly improved plavyr and I am sure 
Fareed will come u,i He is very sin- 
cei e and devoted, but he must develop 
his tackling 

O N the other hand, Mohun Bagan 
started on the most confident note 
among the big three There were two 
reasons for this- their wingers, Surajit 
Sengupta and Ulaganathan were func¬ 
tioning well and the team was in high 
spirits, thanks to the victory in the 
Federation Cup Gradually, however, 
they started to slacken off and landed 
themselves in trouble 
The reasons for that two of their 
leading players, Gautam Sarkar and 
Xavier Pius were not there in the side 
Goal scoring chances became fewer 
because the half line was failing to 
feed the forwards propeily All this 
put continuous pressure on the de¬ 
fence and It was during this period 
that they drew two vital matches, 
against Railway FC and Behala Youth 
Aftei Gautaii was included in the 
team, they played East Bengal and 
beat them. This was a great morale 
booster for the side and with this 
momentum they won all their remain¬ 
ing matches of the League They be¬ 
came more serious when they realised 
that they still had a chance, that is if 
Mohammedan Sporting lost points 
The players, being local, felt for the 
team and maintained their winning 
spree, lemaining unbeaten in the 


Subrata Bhattacharya provided the 
mam inspiration for the team. He 
played treamendous football, qspecial- 
ly against Mohammedan Sporting and 
East Bengal In both matenes he was 
by far the best player on the ground. 
He was ably supported by the other 
defenders, Compton Dutta, Shymal 
Banerjee and Samar Bhattacharya. In 
fact, this was the best defence line, 
even though they let in eight goals. It 
would be unfair if mention is not made 
of Mihir Bose. He played a very vital 
role for the team 

Coming to the team that headed the 
League table, Mohammedan Sporting. 
They, too, did not start well and were 
struggling to win, even at full strength. 
Manash Bhattacharya and Bidesh 
Bose, their two wingers and their main 
weapons, were not in the best of forms, 
Shabbir All was in the camp and Md. 
Akbar and Prasanta Banerjee were 
injured The two stoppers, Moidul 
Islam and Romen Bhattacharya were 
in continuous trouble 

It was at this juncture that they 
drew their vital match against Mohun 
Bagan This gave them confidence and 
though that since East Bengal had 
dropped a point, they had a very good 
chance The wingers started playing 
well and they gained a further advan¬ 
tage when Mohun Ba^an dropped 
another point before their match with 
East Bengal This inspired the team to 
beat East Bengal 

After that, it was practically a fore¬ 
gone conclusion that they would head 
the League table The players weie in 
their element and the officials, realis¬ 
ing that the title was within their 
grasp after 13 long years, inspired the 
players in turn. I’m not saying that the 
officials of the other two teams did not 
inspire the playeis—what I mean is 
the inspiration from the Mohammedan 
Sporting officials was greater 

For the players it was a challenge 
They were more serious and played 
cautiously. Then, when the players left 
for the camp, practically the entire 
burden of the team was carried—and 
ably so—by Manash An advantage 
they had was that their reserve players 
were also capable of filling in That 
their second string players were the 
best among the big three was proved 
and they all played with tremendous 
will power and they treated it as a 
ptestige issue. Ultimately, of course, 
they were successful. 

I feel .sorry for Manash He played so 
well and yet was overlooked for the 
Indian team to the Merdeka Prasanta 
Banerjee acted as the pivot of the 
team Some people might say that 
Prasun played a great game against 
East Bengal. 1 do not agree with them, 
but at the same time I say that his 
mere presence helped the team a lot 
In goal, Bhaskai Ganguly saved a lot of 
certain goals and last but definitely 
not the least, mention must be made of 
Aloke Mukherjee. This was his first 
season with a big club and what a 
mature game he played throughout 
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Football is his ‘medicine’ 

SARAjrr DEB proBles the man who opted for 
so€x»r in preference to a medical career 


H e has done it again. The joint top 
scorer of the 1979 Calcutta 
League, Manasb Bhattacharya, has 
once again headed the goal-getters' 
list this sea.son, with 18 goals As in 
1979, he has topped the list jointly “1 
would have been happier if 1 had been 
able to top it alone, but I am even 
more happy because my new club, 
Mohammedan Sporting, has regained 
the Learae title after 14 long years. I 
am really proud that I was a member 
of the team, and also that I figured in 
all the matches, and stayed on for the 
entire duration ” 

Manash’s first-ever goal on the Cal¬ 
cutta Matdan was scored against 
Mohun Bagan That was way back in 
197? when he used to play for Calcutta 
Gymkhana Surajit Sengupta had 
given Mohun Bagan the lead and it 
wa.s through his goal that Gymkhana 
equalised That was Manash’s first 
appearance against a “big” team and 
his second in the League 

lie was brought to the Calcutta 
Maidan by Swapan Lahin, who had 
helped him to find a place in the 
Gymkhana team The same year he 
came into the national limelight when 
he represented Bcmgal in the junior 
Nationals Though they lost to Kerala 
in the semi-finals, afiei missing “a 
thousand goals", thcv won the title 
next year at Coimbatore, avenging ihe 
defeat against Kerala bearing them by 
two go.ils, both being scored by 
Manash 

Mariash lias rievei looked back .Af 
ter a two year stmt with Gymkhana,he 
(oined Arvaii ‘Tn latt 1 could have 
loinecl them in 1974. but I’d given 
them my won! th:ir I would play tor 
' two years, so I stayed on ” Ills as.s(>cid 
rum with At van also pioved fruitful 
“Befoie we st.irteil our League cam 
i paign, we went to play ihi- Kandodkar 
I Gold Cup at Goa Though we lost the 
I semi final against \'a.sco bports ( liib, I 
vsas adjudged the best plavei " But 
that veai he was unable to plav aj'ainst 
the big teams as he had otficc diuv In 
197b, an offer came from Mohun 
Bagan but Manash lefused “I thought 
I might not get regiilai chance .At the 
ume thev alieady had Bidesh Bo.se and 
LJlaganathan ” That year Manash shot 
into the limelight when playing for 
Aryan he scored a beautiful goal 
against East Bengal, after dribbling 
past a couple of defenders—a goal that 
many fans snll remember 

“It IS the wish of every footballer to 
play for a big club, so when I joined 
Mohun Bagan m 1977 my wish was 
fulfilled Sankar Banerjee, the former 
Indian uiternatioiial who currently 


coaches Mohun Bagan, was my guide 
and mentor. In fact, it was he who 
brought me over to Mohun Bagan. As 
long as I play, ITl never forget hun.” 

^fore the League got under way 
that year, Manash went to Teheran, 
representing Youth India. After he 
came bark he was a regular in the side 
and scored four goals in the five 
marches he played before he went 
abroad again, this time to Afghanistan. 
This time he was a member of the 
senior team, in which most of the 
players were junior stars. He again 
found a place in the side after the tour 
and had the satisfaction of registering 
a hat-trick against Port Trust 

He was a valuable member of the 
“Triple Crown” team. “Yes, I have 
vivid memories of 1977 In the IFA 
Shield, Shyamda (Shyam Thapa) 
scored for us (Mohun ^gan), and I 
had the satisfaction of centering the 
ball that started the goal move In the 
Rovers semi-final, we beat East Bengal 
once again, this time 2 0 It was 
Shyamda who scored both goals again, 
from my centres The year 1977 was 
very good for us Even though we lost 
to East Bengal in the League, we won 
the Triple Crown, the IFA Shield. 
Rovers and Durand And remembei, 
we had that match ar.ainst Cosmos at 
the Eden Gardens, ii which the great 
Pele played 1 think Mohun Bagan put 
up a very good fight that day ” 

But the next year did not have an 
auspicious start tor him He gut in¬ 
jured at the beginning of the season, 
“when we played in the Fai East ” He 
was injured once more in the middle 
of the League and had to make wav lor 
Subhas Bhowmik ‘’Alter the East Ben¬ 
gal match, I got into the team ” Man¬ 
ash still remembers with nostalgia the 
goal he scored against Ararat in the 
final ol the 1978 IFA Shield “Full 
credit toi that should go to Habihda ” 
The 1978 season ended very well for 
him when he helped Bengal win the 
Nationals at Sniuigai ‘It was through 
my goal in the final, against Goa, that 
we won In the seini tinals also, it was 
thanks to a goal by me that we were 
able to beat Maharashtra in the 
doiible-leg ” 

M anash was jndouhtcdly the star 
ot the 1979 League With a tally 
of 23 goals, he headed the goal-getters’ 
list along with Shabbir Ah of East 
Bengal “Tins was very unfair In East 
Bengal’s last match, if you remember, 
the score was 3-3 against George Tele- 
p-aph. Tell me, how could there have 
been such a result unless the match 
was fixed? If it had been 3-0 in favour 


of East Bengal, I would have had no 
reasons for regret. But that was too 
much ” Manash was helped a lot by his 
linkmen, Gautam Sarkar and Prasun 
Banerjee. “I do not deny their con¬ 
tribution. Another player who helped 
me a lot was Shyamda However, 1 Hrst 
tried to create chances for others, only 
later taking my own scoring chances.” 

That year Mohun Bagan won the 
League, and his contribution was in¬ 
deed considerable, especially if one 
takes mto account the vital Mohun 
Bagan-East Bengal match. East Bengal 
were leading by a goal, through Shab¬ 
bir All, when liter^Iy out of nowhere 
Manash scored the equalcser for his 
side Chinmoy Chatterjee, the right 
back passed the ball back to custodian 
Bhaskar Ganguly from about 40 yards, 
but Manash, one of the nippiest for 
wards in the game, was waiting and he 
darted towards the ball from the oppo¬ 
site flank, beat the onrushing Bhaskar 
and placed the ball in the open net 
His cardinal principle “always try to 
follow the ball, you never know what 
might happen” paid rich dividends 
that day 

Before the Indian team led by Pra 
sun Banerjee toured the Middle East, 
Manash helped Mohun Bagan to win 
the IFA Shield, beating East Bengal in 
the final. Manash tinished the trip in a 
blaze of glory, prompting skipper Pra 
sun to vwite “I have not seen a player 
perform so well on hi.s fust interna¬ 
tional outing as Manash did heio ” He 
was again in the Indian team tor the 
pre-Olympits at Singapore, befote the 
start of the 1980 sea.son 

The season was not completed, 
however, the League and Shield being 
abandoned midway Personally, too. it 
was not a very gi.od se,i.s(m tor Man¬ 
ash “Y’es, I agree I was nowhere near 
the form I had shown in 1979, bur it 
was not as bad as people say Mohun 
Bagan had played 10 la-ague matches 
and I had played nine, scoring nine 
goals In the Durand, we played well 
and won the championship, heating 
Mohammedan Sporting ” 

He wa.s included in the Bengal team 
foi the last Nationals, thereby making 
It tive-in-a-row He began representing 
the State at the Patna Nationals in 
1976 and has always figured in the 
team since then His only regret is that 
Bengal failed to win the championship 
this year Just after the Nationals, 
Manash and 20 other players were 
involved in the controversy that shook 
the country’s football fraternity; the 
desertion from the Astad coaching 
camp. Thereafter began a new phase 
for Manash, when he, along with Pra- 




mil Baneriee and his close fiiend 
Bidesh Bose left dieir cdd dub, Mofaun 
lagan, to assist Mohammedan Spoit- 
iag for the forthcoming season. 

Mohammedan Sporting started the 
season well, wmnuig the Gold Cup at 
Patna and sharing the Stafford Cup at 
Bangalore tidth East Bengal. They 
were, without doubt, the most promin- 
mtt side in the quartei-final stages of 
the Federation Cup at Madras. And it 
was all the more creditable for the 
Winers, Manash and Bidesh, that most 
of the goals came from their centres. 

Inexplicably, the team slumped at 
the semi-fmal stage and ultimately lost 
to Mobun Bagan in the final “We went 
throu^ a bad patch but we were 
confident that we would overcome our 
problems 1 remember one particular 
inadent very clearly In 1977 after we 
(Mobun Bagan) had lost to East Bengal 
in the League, Pradipda (P.K Baner- 
jee), who was then our coach, told us 
'A professional never makes the same 
mistake twice You must play well and 
win when the two teams meet rtgain' 
Thar year we won the Triple Crown 
This credo is something I really be¬ 
lieve in I also told my players not to 
be disheartened and that we would 
dcfinitelv be successful in the 
League ” 

Manash started his league engage 
ments in a whirlwind fashion At that 
point, all the other players were strug¬ 
gling to find their form but it was 
Manash who plaved an important role, 
helping his side to win those early, 
crucial matches In the later stages of 
the I.eague, when some ot then play¬ 
ers nad left to join the Asian Games 
Lamp, he piacticall> tamed the entire 
burden tif the team on his able shoul 
ders and came nut suctessfully Shab 
bir and Bidesh were in the camp and to 
add to his woes, Tapaii Das and Md 
Akbar were injured, but he carried on 
gamely and guided the junior playeis 
of the team It was during this period 
that he scuned a hai-tnck, against 
Behala Youth. “But that was not my 
best match My best match was against 
Eastern Railway In the first half we 
had faili d to score and in the second, 
we scored foui goals, tlie first three 
coming from my centres My woist 
performance in the League came ui 
the match against Aryan at the Mohun 
Bagan ground.” When I asked him 
whether it was due to the fact that he 
was playing against his old team and 
on anodier old club ground, he just 
laughed. 

1 asked him why he had scored fewer 
goals this year, than he had m 1979. 
He replied- “In 1979, it was a peculiar 
situation. At one point, I tvas the only 
one scoring and other foi wards, 
Bidesh, l^avier and Sbyamda were al¬ 
ways helping me to score. They were 
not getting the goals. I scored 23 and 
the next man was Xavier with nine. 
Hus year, tfaou^ chore was a differ¬ 
ence- In the team there were two 
strikers, ^abbir and Akbar, who are 
assets ftx- any side. My basic duty was 
to feed them mid Bidesh and I were 
successful in doing so, for 80 per cent 
of the goals diey scored, were mm our 


centres 1 snll believe, if both had 
played the full season, one of them 
would have been the tojj scorer Akbar 
got 10 goals, Shabbir nine and they 
were foUowed by Tapan and Kaitick 
Sett with seven " 

Manash was helped a lot by Cautam, 
who guided him all along in 1979 The 
question on eveiyone': lips was 
whether Manash had made the right 
decision in leaving Mohun Bagan. Be¬ 
sides, another problem that he was 
bound to face was that neither of the 
halves in his side, Prasun and Frasanta 
Banerjee, was a positive right-halt, 
which meant he could nut expect much 
help ft om them “Gautamda is an asset 
to any team, especially in the big 
matches. It has indeed been my good 
luck that I have played alongside him, 
because he has helped me a lot Ex¬ 
cept m the big matches, I did not feel 
the absence of a positive right half. In 
the big matches, the players are work¬ 
ed up and try to play their natural 
game and on that score Bidesh got 
more of the balls, because it is the 
natural inclination of both Prasunda 
and Prasanta to push the ball on the 
left. In the other matches, I did not 
feel rtiis difficulty, because both sup¬ 
plied me with a lot of balls.” 

A very good student, Manash 
passed the H^er Secondary 
examination %nth a first division and 
after that had a chance to study medi¬ 
cine, but he chose football instead and 
does not have any regrets about his 


decision He graduated with a distinc¬ 
tion and is an intelligent buv, although 
he can sometimes l>e a little childish 
As P K Banerjee, his ex-cnach said 
“He IS a very amiable bov, who is 
always willing to learn and has the 
tenacity to wnik hard 

Manash has beautiful control on 
both legs, and can trap, dribbk and 
shoot with eithei foot He is deceptive 
ly fast and this has helped him on a 
number ot occasions to put the oppos¬ 
ing defenders on the wrong foot “He 
can smell a goal, it is in his blood.'' 
said PK Another great asset ot bis i' 
that he can check his speed, a trait he 
often displayed this yeai Also, he tsi 
unafraid to shoot at goal, Mithoiit any 
delay whatever 

His willingness to learn has h. ipe-d 
Manash to mature into a fine player 
He has learnt to control his speed and 
has got over his initial hastiness ui 
front of the goal and can decide when 
to “spark” By remaining cool, he has 
been able to get goals, but perhaps his 
best quality is that he never gives up 
and is always after the ball. A man ol 
short stature, his heading i.s not up tc 
the mark, but he makes it up for thi' 
with his dedication Though he loves tc 
scone goals he says “1 feel happier if s 
goal is scored off my centret*’ 

One might fmd it hard to believe 
that Manash used to feel scared tc 
wear bemts It was only in his final yeai 
at school that he started wearing them 

This man, then, is the true gentle 
man footballer. 
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Botham: 
the one-man 
demolition 
squad 

Woe betide anyone 
who gets in the 
ali-rounder's way, 
warns TONY LEWIS 


A 1 T^^Ol'(»ll Knf'IjniJ ri'tdnied thf 
Ashts, Ausridli.i s.il',aj’, 1 ‘ 1 -! hci 
pride 1 lidl v>ds tiu’ Mniplt nii-ssap- 
fioni Old TidtIoiJ Ihe toiinsts had 
SOI) to MID op iht foatth in'iirif;s and 
adiK'M'd d massive 4di It took 
them ovei nine hums hut ili*-\ iseii- 
only H5 minutes tiom savinp the ma'ih 


and 104 runs from winning it It is the 
second highest total an Austialian 
team has evei stored in the last in 
nings ot a Test, only two runs short of 
the 404 till d by which Don Bradman's 
side won the I eeds Test tii 1048 

rhe match was played in warm, 
sunny Miuthei and on a slow piiih It 
(onlained many ol the lealures we 
have come to expect tioni these two 
sides- tht comniiitial hatting tollapse 
in the lust iimings lull ot inexpliiahle 
dismissals, nine wiikets in rhe mitch 
loi Tens Aldeimau, seven vital wick 
ets lot Boh Willis and, fiiialh. the 
almost predii'tahle duniiriaiue ut hin 
Botham Mar of ihi‘ Matih toi rhiid 
successive unit' 

I was i hatting to Mike Bieailev 
during tilt malch and suggested that 
Ruthiim, who had scored a Ineatlitak 
iiig hiiiidieU was in the mould oi 
lessop Bieailev pieferred the corn 
paiison with V4 I', ('.lace Indeed, Kini 
Hughes, the Australian eapraiii hi 
lieved that Both.im was the onh diifei 
enie between the sides in Ihiee lests 

In Kngland's fust innings nl 2.11 - 
Bieailev hav ml'won I he toss Boiham 
collected a duck, om tirsi b.dl > ot 


even in total failure, theie is some¬ 
thing huge tind heroic about him when 
he IS on stage He dtvdauifuJiy turned 
a widish ball trom Whitney into the 
hands of gully, but it was still ratht'i 
like Goliath ducking into the stray 
impertinent stone Ifis performance 
built up when Aiisiialia went in to bat 
He first caught Dvson comlortahJv at 
knee height in the third slip position 
Foul balls later, in the same ovei. he 
dived toiwaid Irom thud slip to the 
lell-handed Valloii and scooped up a 
miiacle catch-ii was tast. low and 
going dovvnwjid) He also caught 
Marsh at slip 

In spite ot the good pitch, F.ngland 
stiugghd in then second innings and 
aliliosi ground to a halt as Tavaie and 
IJo'coii collected onlv runs in the 
twu-houi nioinmg session of ilie thud 
day Korham took .i h'lig look at the 
howling and then flayed it all ocei 
Manchester His 118 sent Ingland 
soaring towaids the laige score of 404 

fame ihe t'nie to winkle out the 
opposition and Botham stepind in 
with the wickets ol Hughes and Aldt>r 
man ilien. most hiilliaritiv. a can h al 
second slip to get nil ol Dennis 1 nice 


1 Boiham raises his bat in response to the standing ovaban Horn the spoctatois as he returns to Ihe pavilion 














Lillee put on 51 for the eighth wicket 
I with Allan Border Time was running 
I out ftir England Lillee slashed an 
upward cut at a short ball from Allott, 
a shut he had played many times in the 
senes It flew two yards wide of 
Botham and shoulder-high He spun 
around, stretched to the limit, and 
held It a split second after it had 
actually passed him All eyes had 
followed the likely flight of the ball to 
tlie boundary and a stunned silence 
erupted into a mighty roar 

1 write about one man's performance 
because 1 agre-e with Kim Hughes that 
Ian Botham was the difference be- 
rween the two sides It was certainly a 
game of individuals Chris Tavare was 
recalled to the England side to play his 
third mtei national match He was 
woefully slow, but his runs were most 
valuable, 69 out of the ^iist innings 231 
and 78 of the 404 His was the third 
slowest fifty m the history of cricket in 
the second innings, made in .10.1 mi 
notes 

There wete iwo debutants, Paul 
Vlliiit lor England and Mike Whitnev 
tor .Australia Allott is six feet seven 
inilies. .slender, moustached and bes 
pecracled His .icluin is high but there 
was in) great movement off the seam 
or in the air to report He to'ik tour 
isitkets, those of Wood, the opener, 
twice. Whitnev and Lillee However, 
the lug siirpnse was his hatting In the 
struggling firsi innings, he scored .52 
not oiji at number ten 

Whitnev. ama/ingly, was plaving 
! onlv th<‘ seventh lirst class match of 
' his life He had plaved tour matihes 
' loi New South Wales and had come 


across to England toi experience with 
Gloucestershire Gloucesteishire can¬ 
not play him often becau.se of the 
restriction on overseas players, but 
Mike Procter is injured and possibly 
out for the rest of the season Thar 
gave Whitnev the chance 

Then Australia's squad tell apart 
Lawson and Hogg were injured and 
the Australian management asked 
that Whitney be relearatd from the 
County match which he had just begun 
against Hampshire So the square¬ 
shouldered, left arm seamer walked 
out into dreamland at Old Tralford He 
got two wickets in the first innings, 
Tavare and (>ower, then Botham and 
Kmbuiey in the second He gut a quick 
duck in the first and, with much cour¬ 
age he supported Allan Border for ,15 
minutes in the second, to collet t a slow 
pan 

For Australia, Alderman proved 
again hi.s stamina, and the meiir of 
having a good, whippy wrist action 
Kent looked promising, with attractive 
strokes off the back fool for fus first 
innings >2 Marsh again kept wicket 
brilliantly B.ictmg lost them the game 
in the first innings oi IJO, bur then, I 
witnessed two performances with the 
bat which have come too laie in the 
senes toi the side's good, but which 
will be long remembered at Old Traf 
ford 

(•raham Yallop iliiew off all the 
jiliers of the previous Tests He stood 
his ground and played his shots Hi 
got 114 marvellous runs and while he 
was there the talk was of a miracle 
result 

Above all others, save Both.lm, Allan 


Border played the must stubborn and 
bravo innings He had not fielded tor 
much of the match because he had 
broken a bone in the third finger of 
the left hand, liis bottom hand on the 
hat A special batting glove was cut so 
that he could strap two fingers 
together It was a miracle of endur 
aiice as ball after ball larred the iniury 
and sent his head between his knees 
and the hand swinging limply with 
|)ain 

.AppaientK, when Bordet had com¬ 
pleted a leiumv ami was looking set 
fill anoihei, .Akin Knoit took a ball 
outside the ofi-stump which had 
beaten Border'^ bat Knott ruined and 
exiiaimed to Brearlev “Did you see 
that-' Hi-- aciually missed one"' No 
greater iuinplinient van be paid 

So I ngland won by 104 inns and Ian 
Botham's reputation has reached the 
stipern.itur.ii The magnificence of his 
innings was that he completely over- 
tuined rhe whole slow tempo of the 
plav He reduced dominant, rieat-aiid 
tidy bowlers to net bow lers He always 
plaved the iighi shot to the ippropii- 
ate hall He hookc-d Lillee four times 
for SIX, hit Alderman over wide mid-on 
for SIX, and how did he pass fium the 
nineties to Ins ceniurv”’’ With a six 
swept awav olt Blight's slow left arm 
bowling which went ovei the out 
stretched fmgi-rs 'if lallee, who was on 
the boundary at lurigJeg 

Powei, strength and timing A last 
word from the IiKsing captain “When 
Ian Botham fiies, we know vl^• will lose 
because he 's i real match wmnei 
'\n\o-e who fries to i hange his 
approach is out lo be lynched'' 










It was the absence of 
Greg Chappell that cost 
Australia the series 

Had the former Australian captain been included in the squad, says MANSUR 
ALI KHAN PATAUDI, the outcome of this Ashes series could well have been 
different. Chappell would have helped turn the tide not only with his batting but 
also with his leadership qualities. However, the author notes, back home in India 
there is the worrying trend of cricketers taking swipes at one another whenever 
they get the opportunity 

I N spue of Breailey’s brain and I confusion and at critical moments Au f ning. and if the verv stionp tumour 
Botham’s efforts with the bat and straha was unsure whether to craft for that Chappell had olteied his services. 


XBotham’s efforts with the bat and 
the ball the main tontnbution to the 
lesiilt of the tecentiv decided series in 
Knglaiid was provided by the Austra¬ 
lian batsmen themselves 
Some accurate it not hostile bowling 
and some astute field placing caused 


confusion and at critical moments Au 
straha was unsure whether to graft for 
runs or to go for the big hit Since she 
did neither, she succumbed almost as 
if mesmerised 

In the final analysis, it was the 
absence of Grtg Chappell wh.ch made 
the difference between losing and win¬ 


ning, and if the verv stiong tumour 
that Chappell had olteied his services, 
which had been politely declined, fol¬ 
lowing the Ausiialian victory at Trent 
Bridge is correct, then Australia has 
onlv herselt to blame 
There are those, tif course, who will 
point out that thn paiticuhii Chappell 


Bothdm in deiiveiy 'itnde he turned the tide for England 


Allan Border gntfy batting throughout the senes 
” ‘ ■ f. nrv ‘invi'.'ij: 
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Made for each other 

Wills Filter The standcird of 
excellence in cigarette smoking 
tor almost two cic( ades nosv 
lb millions of smokeis. 

Wills Filter is the l.ist word in 
taste— the taste of c hoici* 
tobaccos carefull> blended anti 
married to just the right lilt(‘r 
WillsFilter Onceyou\e 
tried it.you stay with it a 


WILLS 


ay wiin n a 

HITERW 


Filter and tobacco perfectly 
matched in a matcniess blend. 


















has never been a great success in 
England but there cannot be many 
who will deny that the minor deficit 
which eventually decided two Test 
matches would have been made up by 
a player of his calibre. 

In effect, the situation was some¬ 
what similar to the one India faced 
earlier this winter Hei only c hance ot 
winning was to dismiss Chappell 
cheaply and the only time this hap¬ 
pened she won England had it easier, 
and despite batting against an attack 
immeasurably improved by the inclu¬ 
sion ot Alderman, her bowlers felt 
quite confident of disposing of the 
Australian batsmen for low totals 

Hughes' comparative inexperience, 
and youthful exuberance, were no 
effective substitute foi the kind of 
leadership that England enjoyed, and 
which was so necessary for Austialia 
to increase her original lead and i linch 
the series Whatever happens in the 
final Test, this senes saw some re- 
nidi'kabie games 

The standaid, howevei, was not high 


s,. 


enough to generate the kind of in 
terest that the English reserve tor 
contests against Australia Presently, 
the only 
side It 

which ^ 1 *' ■ 

can pull . 

in capacity V' 

crowds IS the 
West Indies, 
but the immediate 
futuie does not V 

envisage a tour by them, '*■' 

and the English cricket 
adminisM atui s must be praying 
that the sponsors temain keen 

India, whete people pay a piemiiim 
to see, as much as to be seen, does not 
have the same difficulties, but iheie 
aie other problems here A relatively 
new ttetid for cricketers to speak of 
and write about not only the game, but 
their associates—and olten dispaia- 
gingly so—seems to have stalled 
Vi)dy Manjiekar, one is infoinied, is 



'he captain s counsel Aussie skipper Kim Hughes gives some advice to GeoH Lawson 


Wood has eslahlished a place lor h^msell 



in the proitss ot iMiiing ,1 book that I 
intends to “reveal” all, anti so i' Bi tli 
Gavaskar has alieadv wiitlen one in 
whith some ol his lo plavt is came in 
tor a hit ol personal disaiiproval and so 
has Pidsanna 

Now, a letciif imerview givt'o hv 
Bedi has suggested th.u I'nivaskar he 
held lespimsilik toi ios piemaiuie 
depaitiiie tiom the ,irt'iia 

Bedi IS, ot couise, entitled to Ins 
view and one is quite .tw.ue that the 
piiblii h.ts CLitain rights to intorni.i 
tiori legaidjiig then lier'K-s 'linth, as 
they say, must bs* out, hu« lacts alsi> 
have .1 funnv way ol soiling jieisonal 
Intel pi etatiniis, and one must he verv 
suie ot one's tails espiii.illy i! thev 
an* likolv ti, ,uale t oiitioveisy aiivl 
aiiiinosite 


Bedi iiias be iiglit ni vsiong eiihei 
wav the game will sniMve but it tniih 
er levelations h\ iii<ketei<- aie go'og 
to be in ihe same \ein, it vsill not be 
(|iiite the same game (In a loin, and 
even dm mg .i Inane st'iif a team 
LOinistmg of a lii'iith ol iinpeifett 
liuman hetngs stiends rni'M ol i< , iirru' 
vrell wirliin heating distant) ol isiih 
oth) I 

Mans tiimus .nt. s.nd aiul done, 
snmi-tniies inidei 'ensntn and i>iess 
ute, ,11 otiuM tiinc^ wit*' ilelihi-iate 
malice, the I.*IIli ’iiosils dii, lo fins 
iration. Inn then is an nnwiillen Kiw 
that ihi'v lemaiii willnn lln piet nn l ot 
the diessmi; looni 


i 

I 


If this tieiid I, now lo sh.inge, .ind it , 
incidi'tlts ot ' estetve.it , .I'e lo he 
made pnhln. .n aiiv g'veii lime in the 
tlltllte If IS Ii'ilikels llial tlltn is gnint, 
to be ni”i-h iniiiiuil met between i 
hniuh el pla\eis whose ni.iiii ohieil is 
to plas togeihei ,is a le.im .Xiid that, I 
am , 111 . 11 ( 1 . could pot Ir.diaii ,.iuk<t 
hack .itioul it) \e,ns and mine, 'o a 
time I ,UM told when induiciii.d siucess 
w IS corisideied mole worthwhile 
pursuit, than the peitorniaiice ol the 
team 
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County Cricket Review 


Bookmakers favour 
Northants 

Asms RAY reports from London 

S o, the Natwest Trophy has reached 
the stage of the finalists, with the 
clash for the title coming off on 
September 5. It will be a match be- 
tween Northamptonshire and Der- 
byshire, who defeated Lancashire and 
Essex, respectively, to make the grade 
Both outcomes, in fact, were minor 
surprises as Lancashire boasts of a 
glorious tradition in the Gillette Cup— 
predecessor to the Natwest Trophy— 
having taken the title four times— 
more than any othei County, and 
looked like recovering their lost glory 
under Clive Lloyd this season, while 
Essex, one of the strongest County 
units in England, and current leaders 
in the John Player Sunday League, are 
always a tough nut to crack 
However, both encounters were ex- 
tremely exciting, as one-day affairs 
can be, and the qualifiers got through 
by no more than a whisker. Norm- 
amptonshire edged past bv one wicket, 
while Derbyshire, having scored the 
same number of runs as their oppo- 
nents, were declared winners by virtue V JH 
of losing fewer wickets ^ 

Conditions were difficult in both Aivm Kaiiichm 
ties, and at Northampton, Lancashire 
batting first obtained no more than 
186 for nine in their 60 overs They 
started well, with Graeme Fowler and 
David Lloyd putting on 110 for the 
second wicket, hut the latter batsmen 
made heavy weather of the Northants 
attack, which threw up the medium A S us 
pacer, the honourable Timothy Lamb, xVwho 

son of Ltird Rochester, as the most of the v 
successful bowler, with three for 28. In sistency 
Northamptonshire’s innings, Geoff account 

Cook fSl), Richard Williams (41) and AlVin I 

Jim Yardley (31) batted adequately in nents w 

the top Older but the side collapsed to • fact tfaa 
174 for nine and all seemed to he lost arinspii 

for them. But the last wicket pair of ots is 

Tim Lamb and Brian Griffith, amidst which I 

growing tension, hit the required runs ignorra, 
to denv Lancashire victory But ti 

solitary 

At Derby, too, the losers batted first must pe 

Never quite successful in coming to was gh 

terms with the conditions, Essex were turner s 

shot out for 149 All the hie names like pie of i 

Graham Gooch, Keith Fletcher and Essex ii 

Kenny McEwan failed to make an track, k 

impression, and it was left to the West ture wil 

Indian fast bowler. Norbert Phillip, other g 

top scorer with 42, to prop up the ij 

effort In Derbyshire’s venture, 21- Kalli ai 
year-old Kim Barnett struck an invalu- left-han 
able 59, while everything crumbled wickshii 

around him season i 

Ultimately, there came a point when West In 

1A .-..MO lafVM 



AIvtn KalfiCharran—an unrjnquered 102 


the last over, being, bowled by Phillip, 
with Bob Taylor and Paul Newman, the 
young fast bowler at the crease The 
first Taylor drove straight and scram¬ 
bled two, off the second he took a 
' single to third man, the third ball to 
Newman was hooked to mid-on, Taylor 
pushed the fourth ball square for 
another single. Then, Newman pulled 
Phillip’s fifth delivery to long leg for 
four, and off the findl ball completed a 
suicidal sinde, which took the score to 
149 for eignt. It was total misery for 
Phillip as he threw wide after collect¬ 
ing a ball pushed back to him. The 
throw, in fact, beat the man backing 
up and Newman was home for what 
looked an impossible run. 

Thus, It’s Derbyshire versus North¬ 
amptonshire at Lord’s, with the latter 
the bookmakers’ favourites at four to 
five, and their rivals available at 
evens. Northants won the Gillette Cup 
in 1976, when Bishan Bedi was still 
with them. Derbyshire, however, have 
never lifted this crown, although they 
were finalists in 1969 Indeed, they 
have not won any tournament since 
1936, which is going back a bit isn’t it^ 

The Schweppes County Cham¬ 
pionship, too, IS approaching a climax 
Around mid-August, Nottinghamshire, 
Sussex and Essex were the terminated 
ones in contention for what is the chief 
honour in the County scene. But Essex 
lost a vital game to Hampshire, which 
has dented their challenge to a certain 
extent The lesult was brought about 
by some ferocious bowling on the part 
of Malcolm Marshall, who took eight 
wickets in the match, and also contri¬ 
buted an unbeaten 75 in his side’s first 
innings 


Play«r off the wook 

Basharat Hassan 


A s usual, there ar« several from 
whom one can pick the player 
of the week. But if one takes coti- 
sistency over a couple eg genes into 
account, Basharat j^assan.. and 
Alvin Kallicharran -ne the 
nents who stand out, idAsMigh the 
fact that Ray East, the Essex left; 
arm spinnerj captuied twi4^ 'wieb 
ets in the natch ageing Kent,' 
which his side wen< cannt he 
ignored, , . 

But since one must decide on a 
solitary candidate, East’s dihns 
must perforce be ovefmoked as .he 
was given the .benefit of a real 
turner at Chelmsford, Where a ecu' 
pie of years ago the Indians had 
Essex in dire trouble on a similar. 
track, Moreover, East did not fea¬ 
ture with distinction in any of the 
other games in the period. 

So, the shon-h$t boils down to 
Kalli and Hassan. The Guyanese 
left-hander, Feft our of the War¬ 
wickshire side midway throuidt die 
season and now chopijwd from, ^ 
West Indian squad to towc' Amx*ih- 


lia, came back with a vengeance 
recording a majestic unbeaten 91 
against Lancashire and then 102 
not out in the John Player League 
versus Nottinghamshire. 

But Hassan cut a dazzling figure 
is idl thife three innings he played, 
gat^g S8 not out and 79 on a very 
3if»:ult wicket at Trent Bridge 
against Sussex, and then 120 not 
out at the expense of Warwickshire 
In (be Sunday League. . 

Sheikh Basharat Hassan is no 
new^ofiamr to tibe County scene. He 
made ms -debut for Notts in 1966 
and continues to be one of their 
main bati^n. 37 years of age and a 
Kenyan or Asian extraction, he has 
never been a prodigious run-getter, 
but inevitably produces the goods 
when the chips are down, thereby 
showing 4 bit of class. He has also 
tended to shine in adversity, and in 
1977 scored a century against Kent 
entirely with the aid of a runner-—a 
rare achievement in first-class 
cricket. And it’s he who gets the 
sod thhi wetde. ^ 






Alongside this meeting was the abso¬ 
lutely crucial contest between Notting¬ 
hamshire and Sussex. The latter got 
the better of this clash by a weebit, 
collecting six points to Notts’ four. But 
it still left Nottinghamshire at the top 
of the table with Z12 points from 18 
umes—two more than Sussex, who 
have enjoyed ns many outinu (Essex 
have a match in hand m theur tally of 
196). It was a low scoring match, with 
Basharat Hassan distinguishing him 
self with knocks of 58 not out and 79 in 
the two outings, while Eddie Hem- 
mings, the off-spinner, who has made 
impressive headway this season, shin¬ 
ing with the bail by capturing nine 
wickets in the two Sussex inniii«. 

Earlier, Sussex had defeated Der¬ 
byshire and Essex had triumphed over 
Kent to keep alive their hopes. But 
Surrey, another team in the running 
for the title, faltered by drawing with 
Leicestershire. The issue is still open, 
with all the contestants having to 
appear in 22 ^ames altogether This, 
indeed, is the juncture when there can 
be many a slip between the cup and 
the lip. On paper, Nottinghamshire’s 
remaining fixtures appear to be the 
least difficult But that leaves no room 
for complacency. Even a team at the 
bottom of the table can spring a sur¬ 
prise, and there are always the im¬ 
ponderables like the weather and the 
venue 

Incidentally, Zaheer Abbas notched 
up his 2,000th run on August 17 and 
continues to lead the way among the 
batsmen The next best compilation is 
Javed Miandad’s, who accumulated 
1,485 runs and is third in the averages 
after Zaheer and Phil Olive of War¬ 
wickshire In bowling, Sylvester 
Clarke still heads the averages with 49 
wickets at 14 97 apiece But Richard 
Hadlee with HI scalps is by far the 
highest wicket-taker 

Norbert Philhp—top scorer with 42 



. 1 


Graham Gooch —off colour again 

Essex might have lost a bit of ground 
on the County Championship, but they 
are on top of the table in the John 
Player League. Till lately, level peg¬ 
ging with them was Derbyshire But 
this side lost to Yorkshire, while Essex 
duly defeated Northamptonshire to go 
ahead of their rivals by tour points— 
they have 18 points from 13 games 
But close on their heels are Warwick¬ 
shire and Somerset, last year’s winners 
and runners-up lespectivelv Both 
have 36 points and any let-up on the 
part of Essex is likelv to be capitalised 
upon by either of the two. 

The mncr ri>ront rniinH nf .9iinHav 


games projected some outstanding in¬ 
dividual performances Botham main¬ 
taining his astonishing comeback and 
blasted 106 off the Hampshire attack, 
while Alvin Kallicharran, dropped by 
the West Indies for the furthcoming 
tour of Australia, get an uncoiiquered 
102 against Nottmgham.sh]ie The day 
was also highlighted by Bill A they, 
mainly a batsman, returning career- 
best figuies of fiyc for 35 yersus Der- 
byshiie 

All said and done, an engrossing 
period in the English season, as with 
the Ashes resolved, attention has now 
for used on the domesrir asnert 











News: International 


us OPEN 

Symphony in brilliance at 
the Meadow 


HARESH MUNWANI 


A LOT ol quesijons will be 
dnswerod at Flushing Meadow 
this vear The US Open, which will be 
plaved from August 31 to September 
n, will help aiiswei them. 

Will Bjom Borg, who has never won 
this tournament in his illustrious 
career, come good this time around? 
Ol will Mthnroe—bettet known as 
Junior—pull It off yet again’ Is James 
Scott Connors going to legistei his 
fit St. (it and Slam viotorv since 1978’ 
Do Ivan l,(‘ndl and lose Luis ( leri 
have It in them to dislodge the “old 


guard”, the trio mentioned earlier’ 
Onlv Septet'iber 13 will provide all the 
answers 

The US Open was shifted to its new 
site at Flushing Meadow in 1978, pre¬ 
sumably to accommodate more crowds 
and to ailotd enhanced breathing 
space to players and fans by spiending 
the courts over a vast amount of 
act edge Forest Hills, scene of so Tnany 
gallant battles, has long since been 
displaced The centre of Ameiican 
interest ovei the fortnight in question 
w ill be the new complex at New York. 


Jose Luis Cleru—will his talent manitest ilselt at New York’’ 



Jimmy Connors has by far the most 
impressive record in the US Open. He 
has won the title three times so far, in 
1974, 1976 and 1978. He lost in the 
1975 and 1977 finals and was a semi- 
finalist in 1979 and 1980. The amazing 
thing about Connors is that though he 
has failed to win a Grand Slam event 
(Wimbhedon, the US, French and Au¬ 
stralian Open championships) over the 
last three years, he has always man¬ 
aged to reach the semi-final stage, the 
only exception being his quarter-final 
loss at this year’s French Cham¬ 
pionships 

Connors is a born fighter, and the 
word that perhaps sums him up best is 
"intense” His shot-making has to be 
seen to be believed He plays every 
point with the ferocity of a tiger, no 
matter how far he is from the ball, no 
matter how badlv placed he is, no 
matter how badly off balance he is Of 
one thing you can always be sure 
Connors will try his best Foi him, 
eveiy point is a matter of life oi death 
regardless of the statute ot the touriia 
merit or the standing of his opponent 
In my opinion, at least, there will 
never be a more atti active player than 
Connors to watch 

If there is a weakness in his game, it 
IS that service of his A look at the 
comparative serving firepowei of the 
top twenty players on the circuit 
would convince anyone that Connors 
has the weakest serve among them 
And, since winning the othei man’s 
serve is what tennis is all about, it is 
cleat that Connors starts off with a 
distinct di.sddvantag(‘ It is under these 
conditions that one cannot help but 
admire his determination and that 
indomitable will to suivive Connors is 
not getting any younger, he is 29 now 
and that is old on the circuit 

This year, he has reached the final 
of five events, his only loss coming at 
the hands of Peter McNamara in Ham- 
buig He was in truly great form at 
Wimbledon After running tht ough the 
opposition in ihe early rounds without 
any apparent problems, Connors came 
up against Vijay Amritrai in the quat- 
ters After surviving a giuelling five 
setter with the Indian, Connors ran 
into Borg in the semis Connors won 
the first two .sets but the Swede pulled 
off an incredible victory Indeed, 
sevctal critics labelled this match as 
the best played at Wimbledon this 
year 

Connois has continued to play with 
his old fire While assisting the United 
States in their Davis Cup tie against 
Czechoslovakia, Connors was in great 
form, humbling Ivan Lendl who had 
just scalped McEnroe in the first sing¬ 
les His recent loss in the first round of 
the Canadian Open was a great sur- 
piise but was no doubt due to the 
alier-effects of a one-month layoff 

A JINX That IS what the US Open 
must be to Bjorn Borg, the man 
who has won practically every tourna¬ 
ment he has played. In nine title 
attempts at Forest Hills and now 
Flushing Meadow, the Swede has 


losing the final, again to McEnroe For 
the last three years he started his 
Grand Slam quest in great style, win¬ 
ning both the French Open and Wimb¬ 
ledon titles His winning stieak howev¬ 
er, has always come to an end in the 
US Open The irony of it is that Borg 
has reached the final of this event 
three times, in 1976, 1979 and finally 
1980. In 1979 he lost to big-serving 
Roscoe Tanner in the quarter final, 
despite the fact that he had beaten 
Tanner in the Wimbledon iinal the 
same year. 

Somehow or the othei, Borg has 
never been comlortable at the US 
Open Temperatures in the region ot 
50 degrees Celsius, high humidity, and 
noise from the nearby airport are some 
of the factors that unsettle him Be¬ 
sides, the surface at Flushing Meadow 
IS the hard asphalt based ‘Decoaturf’, 
which IS not Boig’s favourite 

Most impoitani, matihes at the US 
Open aie held in the night under 
floodlights, ,ind Boig has confessed 
that he has trouble sighting the ball 
undei the glare of the lamps Mis 
defeat at the hands of Tannei is a 
point HI question Flaveis with big, 

Guillermo Vilai is ne novi a spent loice'^ 


booming serves have always caused 
problems for Borg at New York 
Now that Borg has relinquished his 
Wimbledon crown, some of the press¬ 
ure IS off him. Borg says “This is one 
tournament 1 want to win Nothing 




hurts me nioie than the knowledge 
that 1 have yet to win the US Open “ 
John McEnroe, Borg's main challen 
ger, says “1 am amazed that he has 
never won it He knows that as long as 
he does not win the US Open there will 
always be some doubt, however small 
It be, regarding his being the gieatesi 
ever tennis player ’’ 

I VAN LENDL has triumphed tlitici 
this yeai in the seven finals he has 
reached Ub\iou.slv, his track record 
marks him out as a future champion If 
La>ndl has to win he will h.ive ro hear 
two of the top three His leturd 
against Borg and particularly C'oiinuis 
will not give him much encouragement 
and the same applies to lose Luis 
Clerc 

Vijay Aniritiaj reached the quarrel 
finals of the US Dpen in 197i ond i 
1974 On both occasions he loll victim 
to the guile ot Ken Rosewall Intel s- | 
persed with his good perfotinances j 
this year aie some inexcusable defeats 
at the hands of lessei ranked placets 
like Rolf Gehnng, Steve Demon. Raul 
Ramirez, Bill Si anion and Ramesh 
Krishnan 

On the plus side is Viiay's 
tremendous showing at Wimbledon 
and his win ovei McEntoe in the 
Canadian Open The iiiuiiiplt o\ei 
John McEnroe is signiticam loi Viiay 
because it tame after sm consecutive 
defeats Talent he has, but Vipiv's big 
problem is tonsisteiicv 'lo win a 
tournament you have to siting 
together at least live to six w'liis 11 
Viiay reaches the quaiteis his suppm 
teis should be happv ' 

The US Open in 1979 and 1‘'80 was 
won by Supi*r Mat The 22\e.ii old 
John McEnroe has defeated Borg this 
s yeai at Milan and Wimbledon, in addi 


Jimmy Connors—incredible competitor 

tioii to winning that dramatic five-set 
final at Flushing Meadow last year It 
was the first time in four veais that 
Boig came out a loser in a five-set 
match Obviously this has convinced 
McLiiioe that he can put it across 
Boig 

\ erv lew plavers could have played 
such an intelligent game as McEnroe 
did at this veai’s Wimbledon final 
Ml Fmoe slowed down the pace of the 
game and very often was (hipping the 
ball, iheiebv toning Boig to generate 
his own pace if he wanted to plav his 
tuvouiite topspiii forehand shots 
Mel nine hoisted the occasi.iiiai lob to 
.ichieve the tight mix and with his 
devast.ilmg sere ice he was veiy diffi- 
ciili to stop 

Boig IS up againsi .jiimhei hurdle 
Since 1974, no right liaiidc'd plaver has 
evei won the I'S (fpcii Manuel 
Oi antes and Guillermo Vilas were the 
197,'; iiiul 1977 champions respectively 
But on ihe oi hei hand, Borg has always 
done the imjiossible Remember ev- 
civboih said a plaver like Boig would 
iiecei will ill Wimbledon-' Ihe same 
man sluiiiied eveisliodv when bv be 
coming live tune champ at the all- 
I nglaiul loin iiamc'iit 

Bill M(l-nrot like the artist he is, 
will bt wailing in the wings Shall we 
sac that the scales ate tilted slightly in 
his tavoui'^ 



^ New Zealand’s 

Springbok 

scrimmage 

SAUMITRA BANERJEE traces the roots of a sporting controversy that 

could have far-reaching consequences 

S OUTH AFRICA’S springbok rugby I land, wete crowding the airport, shout- i route via the United States of 
team has perhaps never felt as ing slogans, whistling and waving ban- America 


Oteam has perhaps never felt as 
uncomfortable as it did on the morning 
of 19 July, when the aircraft carrying 
the 32-man team—including two non- 
whites—touched down at Gisborne 
Airport (Gisborne is a small provin¬ 
cial town about 280 kms from Auck¬ 
land, New Zealand ) The reason for 
their discomfort was not hard to find 
hundreds of demonstrators, mostly be 
longing to HART (Halt All Racist 
Tours), an anti-racisl group which had 
been opposing the South African 
team’s sixteen-game tour of New Zea¬ 


land, wete crowding the airport, shout¬ 
ing slogans, whistling and waving ban¬ 
ners. 

Fot the Springboks, it was not total¬ 
ly unexpected, the hostility, both 
national and international, had been 
evident from the time Australia— 
which had gone through its own 
traumatic Springbok tour ten years 
ago—first quietly tried to persuade 
New Zealand to cancel the tour and 
then openly opposed it by denying the 
South African team transit visas Un¬ 
deterred, the Springboks flew to New 
Zealand using a 60-hour, ciicuitous 


route via the United States of 
America 

But what the team faced at the 
airport was onlv a small indication of 
what was to follow the>r stay at the 
Sandown Park Hotel was more trauma¬ 
tic. HART members spared no effoi ts 
to make it clear to the Spi ingboks that 
they were definitely not welcome 
They split up into ihiee groups and 
approached the hotel from thiee diffe¬ 
rent directions 

The New Zealand police, expecting 
trouble, had gone in foi massive secur¬ 
ity measures and as the denionstratois 


New Zealand Army personnel erect barbed wire on the edge ol Invercargill Hugby Park pnor lo one ol the Springbok games 
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neared the hotel, the police swooped 
down on them, arresting 38 chanting 
and whistle-blowing demonstrators 
The violent mood had been apparent 
from the very first day. 

But violence took a more acute, 
threatening shape on 22 July, the day 
the Springbok team was to play its 
first rugby match against a local side 
The demonstrators had decided to dis¬ 
rupt the game and early in the morn¬ 
ing HART supporters, along with sym¬ 
pathisers from New Zealand's Maori 
population, began gathering at the 
centre of the town to prepare for a 
massive demonstration and a march to 
the rugby stadium 
About 50 policemen had 
gathered at the stadium and as 
the time fur the match drew 
nearer, the atmosphere grew 
more tense Finally, a short 
while bet 01 e the match was to 
begin, angrv demonstratois, 

' about 400 m number surged 
rowaids the stadium 7 he 
' police formed a ring to prevent 
i the denifitistiators from enter 
; ing but rows ol the rowdies 
broke thiough and began tear¬ 
ing down the six-leet high 
fence sui i ounding the stadium 
' Sections of tlie fence were flat- 
; tencd and this was the cue foi 
' ma.isive polKt letaliation 
The poll! e began clubbing 
the demoiistiiitors with batons 
and pushing tiu'm down an 
eight toot bunk Those who 
tame in I he way were simply 
ilattened But anti-aparilieid 
suppoiieis, ti> 'IS they might, 
could not pi event the match 
liom being held While outside 
the HAHT suppoiieis tussled 
v.ith itie police "like a huge 
rugby Si turn." inside the 
Spi iiigboks lashed out against 
the local rugby team, defeating 
them 24-() 

In New Zeal uid, opposition 
lo the Siirmghok tour was evi 
dent at 'he outset Both majoi 
political paities in New Zea 
land had opposed the tour So 
had anti-apaitheid groups and 
the Maoris, against whom the 
South AftiCcins nad once re¬ 
vised to play. Prime Minister 
Muldoon had even urged the 
Rugby Union Council ot New 
Zealand to withdraw its invita¬ 
tion to the South African team 
in view ui the mounting opposi 
non to the toui 

The Council, howevei, stood 
Its ground and dec ided to con 
tinue With the tour For them, it was 
all in black and white- "Politics has 
nothing to do with spoils," they said. 
(Mr Muldoon was to repeat the .same 
words a few days latei at London’s 
Heathiow Airport, while justifying the 
; tour to British lepurters } 

But the true sentiments of the anti- 
racist New Zealanders which had a 
clear ring of reality, were expressed by 
Rangiiiui Walker of the Auckland Dis- 
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bringing the Springboks here we have 
imported apartheid " 

Mr Walker was not alone in thinking 
in this mannei Most leaders of the 
Commonwealth nations readily agreed 
with him. The first to react was the 
Commonwealth High Commissioner 
by shifting the Commonwealth Fi 
nance Ministers' Conference fdiie in 
September) from New Zealand to the 
Bahamas to protest against the Spring¬ 
bok tour An angry Muldoon retaliated 
by forecasting a gloomy future toi the 
Commonwealth. ‘‘I thought they (the 
Commonwealth) were rather like the 
cruel little boy who pulls the wings off 
the butterfly and then cries if it can’t 


fly any longer This is about the level 
of thinking ot these people They pull 
down the Cominonwealth and then 
wonder why it goes down " 

The South African team’s tour also 
led to the woisenmg of telatioris be¬ 
tween New Zealand and the black 
African countries Cries of protest 
arose from the continent when New 
Zealand decided to go ahead with its 
Springbok plans. Manv of the naiions 
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monwealth Carnes (scheduled for 
1982) unless the tour was stopped. As 
a matter of fact, it was Nigeria which 
had led the move to shift the venue of 
the Commonwealth Finance Minister's 
Cunfeience The International Cricket 
Council too cancelled the New Zea¬ 
land Toui oi South Africa fur the same 
rea.sun In New Zealand, foui people 
began a hunger sti ike at Christchurch, 
25 demunstiaturs stormed the office of 
the ruling National Party in Welling¬ 
ton and Maons all over the coiitry 
chanted “Amandld Ariaweth" my 
people go) 

OWEVER, the loui continued, 
and as it did, so did violpiice 
e.scalate. On 24 Juno. New Zea¬ 
land Air Force planes flew 
police reinforiemeiits into the 
normally peacetul univeisity 
town of liamiiton, which was 
pieparing a massive demon¬ 
stration to greet the Spring¬ 
boks on the second leg ot their 
tour 

The seiuiity piosautiuns 
wei e unprecedented in the his- 
lory of New Zealand the aii- 
port had been coidoned off and 
as the team ariived it was evi¬ 
dent that the police outnum- 
beted the ploycis by a broad 
ratio ot three to one Fiom the 
airport, the team was rushed to 
the hotel, which like the air 
port had been coidoned off by 
the police As the players shuf 
fled jineasily into their rooms, 
the team manager, Prolessoi 
Johannes Claassen, announced 
that the playeis, including the 
team’s sole black plavei Errol 
Tobdis, would not give any in 
terviews and prompted a South 
Alncan correspondent to coir- 
menl “Thev aie living in a 
laagei ” (Laaget in .South Afri¬ 
can means a fui t ) The state of 
seige was evident 

.So volatile weie the demon¬ 
strators, that the rugby authoi 
ities finally decided on 25 July 
to call otf the match between 
the Springboks and a local 
team, after repot ts had been 
received that a stolen plane 
might be clashed into rhe 
giound Chanting “Shame, 
shame ’’ demonst I arors 
formed a tightly-iiacked squ,ire 
around the stadium some time 
before the rniitch was to begin 
They started pelting smoke 
and paint bombs at the sta¬ 
dium, while police in not geai 
fried to pieveni them 

After 40 minutes of tussle a rugby 
official announced "I am sorry to have 
to make this announcement but the 
rugby game has been officially c ancel 
led"Though ir was a victorv foi the 
anti-racist demonstrators, the reaction 
in the giandstands was quite diftcenr 
The 27,000 strong crowd which had 
gathered toi the afternoon ol rugbv 
were thoroughly disappointed and 
chanted “We want rugbv " 

('1c>.irlv in Now Zpoland where riip- 



'rtme Mimstoi Muldoon is grabbed by an anti-Springbok 
demonstrator 
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by is viewed more like religion than a 
game, opinions differed Perhaps, no 
single issue has divided the New 
Zealanders so strongly since their in¬ 
volvement in the Vietnam War 

B ut the attitude of the Muldoon 
Government remained unchanged 
On 26 July, shortly after his arrival in 
London, in the face of a barrage of 
criticism, the Prime Minister declared. 
"Only the rugby officials can call off 
the tour, not the New Zealand Govern¬ 
ment. As the Prime Minister I can 
dissuade the sportsmen from playing 
against South Africa, but 1 cannot 
prohibit them That is the way we do 
things in New Zealand and that is the 
way 1 think you do it here ” His mood 
was soon to change as the violence 
increased 

In the meanwhile, the demonstra¬ 
tors switched their target from the 
Springbok team to the South African 
Consulate at Wellington On 29 July, a 
l,2(X)-strong group of demonstrators 
made its way towards the Consulate 
In from the Parliament building the 
group was stopped by the police and in 
a brief fracas some members of the 
crowd were sent reeling to the pave¬ 
ments. clutching bloody head wounds 
S,.nie of the demonstrators weie wear¬ 
ing helmets, but the police knocked 
them down with blows on then faces 
Next, the police formed human walls 
across the road leading to the office of 
the Consul General Paul Lindhurst, a 
mile away. The demonstrators again 
tried to push past them, giving rise to a 
bloody scene outside the gates of the 
Consulate The Springbok tour, howev¬ 
er, continued, with the South African 
team winning most of the matches 
By 31 July, after his return from 


England Muldoon made a tentative 
proposal to shorten the tour in view of 
the gravity of the situation. On 1 
August, Muldoon summoned the New 
Zemand rugby chief C E. S. Blazey for 
a meeting, to discuss the issue, but 
nothing came of it. As a HART mem¬ 
ber then complained. "Nothing can 
come out of a meeting where we are 
not present.” 

But by now, the Government had 
made its stand more rigid. No, the 
violence could not be treated any 
longer as a demonstration against rac¬ 
ism It had now become a law and 
order problem and must be dealt with 
accordingly. Muldoon even gave the 
entire thing an extreme colour' the 
leftists, he declared, had taken over 
the demonstrations 
“Technical fascists of the extreme 
Left are now the leaders What was 
originally a protest movement against 
the Springbok team with lots and lots 
of good people—idealists, clergy¬ 
men—has in the last week or so be¬ 
come politicised But 1 can live with it 
and the situation will be dealt with 
firmly ” A group of MPs in the ruling 
party gave a cry for stronger security 
measures and urged the Rugby Coun¬ 
cil nor to shorten the tour 

A nd so the battle continued On 3 
August, Wellington was rocked by 
demonstrators as the Springboks ar¬ 
rived for the second Test Stray inci¬ 
dents of violence continued On 13 
August, fire destroyed the main grand¬ 
stand at the rugby ground at Christ¬ 
church All fingers were pointed at the 
HART demonstrators and a section of 
the Press began turning against the 
demonstrators 


In an editorial, the newspaper 
Dominion declared: “A week ago 
Dominion joined in the widespread 
spontaneous call for the tour to be 
abandoned, because it was seen as the 
only positive way more serious con¬ 
frontations could be avoided.. Reas¬ 
sessment makes clear this is unrealis¬ 
tic and calling off the tour would mean 
a victory for the anti-tour demonstra¬ 
tors.” 

The tour was not abandoned, in 
spite of a delayed meeting between 
the rugby officials, leaders of HART 
and the Prime Minister. Like the pre¬ 
vious meeting, this meeting too could 
not resolve the issue. 

But what the tour of the South 
African team has done is to alienate 
New Zealand from the Commonwealth 
countries, while some African coun¬ 
tries have even called this country a 
supporter of the racists One reason 
why Muldoon decided not to exert 
enough pressure on the rugby officials 
IS that with the national elections just 
a few months away, it was hardly 
possible for him to forget that the last 
Prime Minister to go back on his word 
and call off a Springbok tour lost the 
next elections by a massive margin 

But that IS not all Mr Muldoon 
seems to have made an issue of not 
mixing sports with politics The South 
Africans seem to think the same 
When at a welcome meeting, the Maori 
Council Chairman Graham Latimer 
warned the team "You must en¬ 
deavour to bring about changes in 
your country or face isolation,” the 
Springbok manager replied' “We are 
not here to defend a political issue or 
any political stand of our Government. 
We are lawfully here to play rugby.” 


A heimeted proteatar lays an olive branch on the baton of a riot poheaman lust before the first rogby Test between South Afnca and New Zealand at Lancaater 
Park 
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EXHIBITION MATCHES 

A poor show 

I F the phrase. “Morning shows the 
day” is any indication, then the 
Indian team that is going to play in the 
Merdeka is in for a tou^ time Before 
they left the shores of India they 
played three “friendly” matches, two 
in Calcutta and one at Krishnanagar, 
but failed to impress in any of these 
outings. One wonders what kind of 
training they underwent over the last 
six months. 

It was indeed a good idea to stage 
two matches under the floodlights at 
the Mohun Bagan ground as the play- 


There was only one other goal-bound 
move when Xavier backpassed to Par- 
minder whose shot was listed away by 
the RFC custodian In the second half, 
Prasun replaced Shabbir, with Naren- 
dra moving up as a forward. But even 
this hardly made any difference and as 
the match progressed, the perform¬ 
ance of the team worsened In fact 
sometimes it looked as if RFC were 
intentionally holding back from scor¬ 
ing the equaliser. 

The next match, the following day, 
was against Port Trust A few changes 


was against Mohammedan Sporting, 
who strengthened their side with the 
players who are in the Indian team 
Bhaskar, Prasun, Shabbir and Bidesh 
It was Mohammedan Sporting who 
shot into the lead in the first huf and 
only a dubious penalty by Parmer 
saved the Indian team from total humi¬ 
liation Prasun tackled Korjinder and 
the refeiee, S Hakim, who is one of 
the coaches of the Indian team, 
awarded a penalty Parmer took the 
shot which Bhaskar stopped but the 
former made no mistake on the re¬ 
bound 

Overall, Bhaskar played well in all 
the matches and it can be expected 
that he will save a few certain goals for 
his side But what about the defence? 
Monoranjan and Sudip were good, but 
the same cannot be said of the others. 
Parmer was too slow, Shyamal was 
nowhere near the form he had display¬ 
ed in the League, and was beaten on a 
number of occasions. Aslam was unim¬ 
pressive, but Compton, with his robust 



I A bir03 eye-view of one ot the matches under the floodlights 


ers needed to get accustomed to play¬ 
ing night football. The first match, 
against Railway Football Club was in 
danger of falling through due to rain. 
However, the rain stopped, enabling 
the match to be held eventually 
The Indian team that pl^ed that 
day comprised Bhaskar Ganguly, 
Shyamal Banerjee, Monoranjan Bhat- 
tacharya, Sudip Chatterjee, Aslam 
Khan, Parminder Singh, Mihir Bose, 
Narendra Gurung: Xavier Pius, Shab¬ 
bir Ali, Bidesh Bo.se They did not start 
too badly in the 4-3 3 formation, espe¬ 
cially since the centre-half, Mihir, was 
covering a lot of ground and was 
moving up and falling back. He was 
rewarded for his efforts when he 
scored the only goal of the match 
Bidesh ran down the left flank and 
centred the ball, Xavier headed it 
back for Mihir to take the shot from 
outside the penalty box and the ball 
entered through the top left hand 
comer of the net. 


were made in the Indian team* Com¬ 
pton Dutta played as the right back 
and Shyamal Banerjee moved over to 
his original position as the left back. 
Parmer replaced Sudip. Knshnendu 
Roy replaced Mihir, Harjinder Singh 
came in place of Xavier and Shabbir 
again came back in place of Narendra 
Harjinder showed some of his bril¬ 
liance he had exhibited here in the 
1977 Nationals and scored the first 
goal when his shot from the tup 
swerved in Though Shabbir scored the 
second goal, it was entirely the fault of 
the Port Trust custodian as he allowed 
the ball to slip from his grasp In this 
match again, the opponents played 
better football and could have scored a 
goal had not Bhaskar saved a certain 
goal when he collected a full-blooded 
shot from close Narendra came back 
in the second half, in place of Krish- 
nendu and Atanu Bhattacharya was 
tried in place of Bhaskar 
The third match, at Kri.shnanaear 


approach was successful to a certain 
extent He kept his zone well and 
sometimes moved up. 

In the half-line, only Mihir impress¬ 
ed Parminder, for his unimpressive 
display, became the target of the pub¬ 
lic at Calcutta, while Prasun and 
Narendra failed to strike form and 
Knshnendu looked lost A peculiar 
tiling about the linkmen; besides 
Mihir, all the others are left-footed 
players and it seemed that both Par 
minder and Knshnendu weie finding 
it difficult to play on the right flank In 
the forward line, only Harjinder was 
impressive Xavier did not play too 
badly but Shabbir, the captain of the 
side, and Bidesh were a pathetic sight 
They could hardly do anything right 

By and large, it was indeed a pooi 
show by the Indian team Only the 
optimist would dare hope for a good 
performance at the Merdeka 
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Mahara/a Kami Singh with the three tday pigeon trophies he won in North Wales 


TUB ttuBiBnia takes aim 

O NE of the most colourful perso¬ 
nalities in this year’s British 
Grand Pnx shooting events will be 
Maharaja Dr KamTSingh of India 
Winner of the Welsh Ciand Pnx at 
the North Wales Shooting School in 
Sealand and many other presti¬ 


gious prizes as well, the Maharaja is 
staying at the four star Grosvener 
Hotel in Chester with his wife, the 
princess. 

Recently a whole page in the 
latest Who’s Who has been devoted 
to this skilled shooter who has his 
own palace, his own fort and zoo in 
his home State of Bikaner. 


Sportspeople 



C USTODIAN Mir Ranjan Negt who 
has been included for the first time 
in the country’s senior hockey squad to 
tour the European countries is a pro¬ 
file in courage India’s number one 
junior goalkeeper, Negi worked his 
way up through sheer grit and deter¬ 
mination. He had never dreamt of 
becoming a hockey custodian. While in 
school he was the badminton, table 
tennis and chess champion and later 
played football and volleyball for his 
zone as a student of Central School, 
Indore. 

When he started playing hockey in 
school he preferreo to play in the 
forward line and was so talented that 
some years later he even played as a 
forward in the inter-varsity tourna¬ 
ment for Indore University. When he 

i oined Indore University he was 
mown as a footballer of class and it 
was then that he took a fancy to 
goalkeeping in hockey. He created a 
good impression as a custodian in his 
very first outing for Indore University 
and while doing his post-graduate 
course in English literature from In¬ 
dore Christian College he went on a 
tour of West Germany with the junior 
squad as India's number one goal¬ 
keeper 

When asked to comment on his 
meteoric rise, he said “Other games 
have taught me a lot about becoming a 
good custodian Soccer taught me how 
to kick, badminton taught me the 
essentials of stepping; chess incul¬ 
cated anticipation and table tennis 
helped develop presence of mind ” 
Negi says that he owes everything to 
his parents who always placed sports 
on a higher level than studies He 
added further. “If we could get the 
special shoes for playing on Astro-turf 
(which players in European countries 
use) we would not get the burning 
sensation in our legs ” 

After his post-graduation Ncgi was 
invited by Customs to play for them 
This was in 1980 and after seeking an 
inter-State transfer, he played for 
Bombay in the Nationals. It was then 
that he caught the eyes of the national 
selectors and Negi became the second 
goalkeeper to play for India from the 
Indore region 

As a student of Indore University, 
he had the honour of captaining the 
combined Universities team One of 
Negi’s characteristics was his habit of 
running to and fiom practice session at 
the Indore cricket ground Shankar 
Laxman, one ot the all-time greats, 
says. “Hockey is like opium to Negi So 
engrossed is he in his toil that he docs 
not even notice the onset of twilight. 
Coming as he does from the hill area, 
he IS endowed with the qualitie.s of a 
born fighter 


a versatile seertsmaa 

H ow many games can one not only 
play but excel in? A local 20-year- 
old policeman, the namesake of the 
great Chandigarh-bom cricketer 
would answer, “As many as one likes. 
What is needed is interest and 
encouragement”. And true to his 
words, Kapil Dev Sharma, a product of 
the local DAV Hi^er Secondary 
School and one who had at one time 
played cricket in the company of his 
namesake, has proved his prowess in 
as many as four games—basketball, 
athletics, handball and cricket. 

Initiated into basketball in 1973 by 
his school DPI, Kapil represented 
Chandigarh in tlie 1973 and 1974 Mini 
National Basketball Championships at 
Delhi and Hissar respectively It was 
with the help of topscorer Kapil that 
the UT won gold medals in both the 
meets. He represented the UT in the 
National School Games in 1975 
(Dharamshala). National Basketball 
Championships for Bovs (Calcutta 
1976), Junior National Basketball 
Championships (Andhra Pradesh 
1976), National School Game.s 
(Amrit.sar 1977) and Junior National 
Basketball Championships (Trichur 
1977). In fact, the year 1977 saw him at 
the peak of his form when he played in 
the Pre-Asian Basketball at Hissar and 
was also selected as Chandigarh’s best 
athlete among schoolboys 
The same year he was introduced to 
handball He has since then taken part 
in four National Handball 
Championships at Nizamabad, 
Ludhiana, Srinagar and Jammu 
In between, he started showing his 
skill in cricket also. Las* year he 
proved himself good enough to 
represent Haryana in the Cooch Behar 
Trophy to claim five Delhi wickets in 
the semi-finals 

Only five feet seven inches tall. 


Kapil joined the police this yeai. He 
has been selected for the national 
handball camp to be held at Nagpur. 

He is also a horse ridin|; enthusiast. 
He jogs about 25 km daily. 

The man whe serverl 

T he sudden death of Wing Com¬ 
mander K. L Khanna, a sports 
administrator belonging to a more 
leisurely age, at Delhi in July, was yet 
another sad reminder that the breed of 
pre-Independence sportsmen is fast 
nearing extinction The Wing Com¬ 
mander belonged to a well known 
family of Peshawai 

Lovingly called ‘Dipti' by his 
friends. Wing Commander Klianna 
was secretary of the Services Sport* 
Control Board in the late Fifties when 
cricketers in uniform were a force to 
reckon with Those days seem to have 
gone for good—days when players like 
Adhikari, Gadkari, Dani, Sita Ram, 
Muddiah, Ganesan and Kunzru made 
the Services an unbeatable comb, na¬ 
tion in the north 

As secretary of the SSCB, it was 
Khaiina's duty to see that eveiy sport 
got its fair share of attention But it 
was no secret that he had a soft coinei 
lor cricket and all that the game 
represented in those days. Those were 
the days of garden chairs placed by 
well-bred officers for their ladies to 
enjoy both the winter sun of the north 
and the cricket under it The vast race 
course grounds, headquarters of Ser¬ 
vices cricket, were not quite the same 
after Khanna's exit One of the finest 
moments of Khanna’s life came when 
the M C C conferred its membership 
on him in 1958 

Khanna served Indian sport in va¬ 
rious capacities Among the posts he 
held in his time ware treasurer of the 
Indian Olympic Asso4*tlon jpnd 
ger of the coumr;^s£Olotingamt io ihe 
Cardiff Commonwealth 'Games. 







News round-up^ 


Champion Vlnod 

NEW DELHI: In the crowded North 
Delhi area of Subzi Mandi many a 
scrawny boy has grown to become a 
famous wrestling champion. As a 14- 
year-old, Ved Prakash became the 
youngest-ever Commonwealth 
champion when he won one of India’s 

S old medals at the Edinburgh Games. 

ovs like him made Guru Hanuman’s 
akhara a household name all over the 
country. Today, Ved Prakash, who is 
employed as a Welfare Inspector in 
the Delhi Electric Supply Undertaking 
(DESU), has turned coach and 
established his own akhara where he 
has already produced one outstanding 
bov champion in Vinod, who won a 
gold medal in the 48 kg category at the 
recent Elite World Championships at 
Colorado Springs, USA, for wrestlers 
under-18.years (born between 1963 
and 1965). Vinod also won a silver 
medal in the Graeco-Roman style 
competition. Last year, Vinod had won 
a gold medal in each style at 
Stockholm 

Ved Prakash, who himself 
accompanied the Indian team of six 
wrestlers, is justly proud of his pupil 
from whom he hopes bigger things in 
the future In all, the team won six 
medals, which included a silver and a 
bronze in the 56 kg category by Jai 
Kishan of Guru Hanuman’s akhara 
The team also took two fourth places 
and Ved Prakash himself was awarded 
a plaque of honour for his work as a 
coach 

Overall, India were third standings 
in the Colorado Springs competition in 
which, teams from USA, Australia, 
Hungary, Yugoslavia, Canada, 

Austria, Puerto Rico and a few other 
countries participated 
Men like Ved Prakash have a 
contribution to make to Indian 
wrestling, but it is high time 
organisations like the DESU came 
forward with equipping akharas with 
modern equipment so that more and 
more of our young wrestlers are 
familiar with the modern game before 
they step into international arenas 
The akharas in North Delhi, which is 
also the home of Guru Hanuman’s 
akhara thrive on the support of people 
in the slum mohallas there These 
people are the true patrons of the 
sport in our country Most others only 
pay lip service. 

The Indian team at Colorado 
Springs, with medals won in brackets, 
was as follows;— 

48kg— Vinod Kumar (freestyle gold 
and Graeco-Roman silver); 5Zkg— 
R.G Saran^; 56kg— Jai Kishan 56 kg 
(freestyle silver and Graeco-Roman 
bronze), 60kg— Anand Prakash 
(freestyle bronze and Graeco Roman 
fourth position); 65kg— Satyawan; 
70kg — Naresh Kumar (freestyle 


bronze and Graeco-Roman fourth 
position) 

ACORnESPONOENT 

Poor show at Moscow 

NEW DELHI: No one had expected 
our athletes to bring back any gold 
medal from the Moscow International 
Meet. But it was disappointing to note 
that their performances there were 
poor even by their own known stan¬ 
dards. Not one of them touched his or 
her performance at the Tokyo Asian 
Meet two months earlier in June. 

The food might not have agreed 
with them, as one athlete complained, 
or they might have been travel-weary 
But these are not convincing excuses 
It only proves that our athletes are not 
at all accustomed to competing under 
conditions of stress 

The tour would have been more 
useful had there been more competi¬ 
tions to take part in after the Moscow 
Meet for which our athletes left their 
training camps in the south on July 
26—at least ten days before the actual 
event. Obviously, the Amateur Athle¬ 
tic Federation of India were unable to 
secure invitations to meets in Europe, 
especially in Germany. To be truly 
beneficial, a tour by our athletes 
should be like the ones cricket teams 
make. In a word, it should be a busy 
circuit Many a cricketer has estab¬ 
lished himself in the front ranks be¬ 
cause of the opportunities available on 
tour Some of our athletes also are 
bound to discover their true worth if 
the opportunitie.s aie there. This has 
happened in the past—in the case of 
men like Milkha Singh and Gurbachan 
Singh Randhawa, for example It can 
happen again 

The Moscow visit was under the 
Cultural Exchange Programme and at 
the last moment the parry was in¬ 
creased from 10 to 14—one of the four 
new men included being Sabir All, the 
Asian decathlon champion The de¬ 
cathlon was not on the card at Moscow, 
but Sabir was entered in the 110 
metres hurdles and javelin Unfortu¬ 
nately, the six-footer from the Rail¬ 
ways had health problems immediate¬ 
ly on arrival at Moscow and, it is 
learnt, doctors there had recom¬ 
mended his return home because of ar> 
upset stomach Howevei, after missing 
the hurdles, Sabir managed to take 
part in the javelin, in which he could 
throw only 59.24 metres and was way 
behind in the standings Sabir’s per¬ 
formance was at least ten metres less 
than what he is capable of “The 
Moscow experience was useful You 
get a feel of what good competitions 
are like and what it is to pei form on 
synthetic tracks and runways,” the 
railwayman from Haryana explained. 
“Give me a chance again and good 
health. 1 am sure I can hurl the javelin 
over 70 metres,” says Sabir con¬ 
fidently. 

On return home, Sabir quickly got 
down to training for the World Rail¬ 
ways Meet in West Germanv in August 


end The Indian Railways plan to send 
about 10 athletes, including Sabir and 
Gopal Saini, the Asian 5,000 iqetres 
champion Saini, along with A. Rajan 
and Gita Zutshi, will then proceed to 
the World Cup in Rome in the first 
week of September as representatives 
of Asia 

Rajan clocked a disappointing 
1-53 15 seconds for the 800 metres at 
Moscow where 23 countries took part, 
though not all of them sent their best 
athletes Gira Zutshi clocked 2 10 6 for 
the same distance in the women’s 
division Outshining Raian was Damo- 
dar Gowda, the promising runner from 
Karnataka, who clocked 1 51 72 The 
warning to Rajan is clear However, 
both Rajan and Gowda may still find 
good old Sriram Singh coming back, 
health permitting, and pipping them 
at the tape in one of the national 
meets in the coming domestic season 

The following are the performances 
of our athletes at Moscow 

Satbii Singh (110 hurdles) 15 10 
secs , D Gowda (800 m) 1 51 72, A 
Rajan (800 mil 53 61, Sukhwant 
Singh (1,.500 m) 3 59 96, Pavittar Singh 
(400 m) 49.02, Charanjit Bajwa (400 
m) 49 96, Gopal Saini (3,000 m stee¬ 
plechase) 8-49.18, Anokh Singh (3,000 
m steeplechase) 9-09.54, Balasubrama- 
ni (400 m hurdles) 53 61, Poonam 
Singh (10,000 m) 30:29.17, Sabir Ali 
(javelin) 59 24 metres, Balwinder 
Singh (shot) 15.26 metres, Gita Zutshi 
(women’s 800 m) 2 10.6, Mercy 
Mathews (women's long jump) 5 52 
metres. 

A COHRESPONDENt 

Patna outfit Wins 

PATNA: On Independence Day the 
Patna Athletic Association combined 
team trounced Calcutta’s George 
Telegraph 4-0 in the one-day Kunwar 
Singh Shield Invitation football 
tournament final ai the Moinul Haq 
Stadium here Incidentally, George 
lost by the same margin to mighty 
Mohun Bagan in the League fixture. 

The Patna team drew with Railway 
Football Club of Calcutta In the 
Calcutta League this year, both Mohun 
Bagan and East Bengal failed to beat 
the Railway outfit It would be 
ridiculous to compare the streng- h of 
the two giant clubs with that of the 
Patna boys, but their results against 
George Telegraph and the Railway 
side can be compared to those of 
Mohun Bagan 

Indeed, Birendia Chaudhury, B C.S 
Gurung and O S Ashok has made the 
P A A. quite an invincible side But 
still, they lack in confidence and 
maturity which might tell on their 
performance in the biggei 
tournaments 

For Patna O S Ashok and Suraj 
Sahiii scored one goal each in the first 
half and Birendra Chaudhury added 
two more late in the second-half 
against George. 
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ACROSS 

I Sever in billiards (5) 

3 Taking your own course is not 
always permitted in football (5) 
6 Blanchflower, Hardy & Spencer 
I played for this country house (5) 
j 7 Teams form corners of boundary (5) 

! 9 Colloquially having a problem to win 
(5) 

11 Hoopsters association in the USA 

( 1 , 1 . 1 ) 

I 13 Sobcis the Knight (3) 

I to Niyhtwatchman centurion (4.1) 
j 17 tnglish cricketer fails to hit (5) 

19 Nodh Indian cricketer ends with a 
I grade of proficiency in |udo (5) 

I 20 Brainy sounding oar used over the 
I stern (5) 

I 21 Borg in tennis, Pele in football, 
i Bradman in cricket, yield butter when 
I churned in their respective sports (5) 

DOWN 

1 Tennis TT. cricket, hockey etc, 
have this in common (5) 

2 A Task is lost in Karate (5) 

3 Tinge of colour at latter stages of 
staying at the wicket (5) 

4 Value of red and black in snooker (5) 

5 Pierce this billiard stroke (4) 

8 Christian name of hurdler who 
received the Commandments (5) 
to Ex-Indian football coach begins with 
Egyptian God (5) 

II To transgress at Patiala {1,1.1) 

12 Light breeze relays important Indian 
sports events (1,1) 

14 Shortened Indira is Christian name of 
bespectacled TT olayer (4) 

15 Surname of 8 down (5) 

16 Ex-English stumper sounds like 
directing a missile (4,1) 

17 Grotesque ex-India hockey player (5) 

18 From scnmmage in rugby (5) 


OuAsflon box 



Paresh Roy, JalpaiBurl. 

Q. What IS Vengsarkar's record in Tests^ 
What IS his highest score’ 

A. Vengsarkar has scored 2384 runs in 42 
Tests (a 44 98 with the highest score of 
157 no against West Indies at Calcutta 
in 1978-79 

Subhash Mazumdar, Calcutta. 

Q. What IS Yashpal's birth date’ 

A 1181954 

Jaebananda Panda, Saraikelta; Utpat Ghosh, 
Saritha. 

Q. What IS the batting and keeping record 
of Farookh Engineer’ 

A. 46 Tests, 87 innings, 3 times unbeaten, 
2611 runs, 121 highest score, 3108 
average, 2 centuries, 16 half centuries, 66 
catches and 16 stumpings 

K V Tbrinath Reddy and Ravlndor Reddy, 
KarimnaBar. 

Q. What are Vinoo Mankad's dates of 
birth and death’ 

A. 12th Apnl 1917 and 21st August 1978 
respectively 

Kuntal Dasflupta, Calcutta; Sandoop Dutta, 
Birbhum; Kum Asma Rail, Goorakhpur, 
Ravindra T.Oesai, Gadap 

Q. What IS the Test bowling record of 
Andy Roberts’ 

A. In 38 Tests he conceded 4,301 runs for 
capturino 167 wickets at an average of 
25 75 He captured over 5 wickets in an 
innings on 13 occasions and over 10 
wickets in a match on 3 occasions 

R. K.Ghatta^oo. Uttarpara. 

Q. What was the date, when and where 
first cricket ball was bowled in a Test’ 
A. On March 15. 16 17 and 19, 1897 at 
Melbourne 

VIvek Doora, Sacunderabad. 

Q. Why South Africa is not playing Test 
cricket’ 

A. South Afnca is not allowed to partici¬ 
pate in Test cricket because they follow 
"apartheid" policy of allowing only the 
white-skin players to participate in Test 
cricket matches 


SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO 113 



Gangaram Sapkal, Bombay. 

Q. When India were all out for 42, in 1974, 
who opened India's innings’ 

A. In the second Test against England at 
Lord's and Sunil Gavaskar opened India's 
innings 

Rupa MItra and Raju Dalta, Howrab 

Q. When, where and against whom did 
Graham McKenzie of Australia play his 
first Test match’ 

A. In the second Test vs England at Lord's 
in 1961 

Isar Ahmad Khan, Adri, A|amBai 1 i. 

Q Please split up Kapil Dev's 125 wickets 
against each country 
A. 42 wickets against Australia, 19 against 
England. 39 against Pakistan, 17 against 
West Indies, and 8 against New Zealand 

Nabha Kumar Banerfee, Rothna; Joydoop 
Chowdhury, Shillong 

Q. When and where did Sunil Gavaskar 
play his first Test and what was his score 
in both innings’ 

A. In the second Test vs West Indies at 
Port of Spain in 1970-71 when he scored 
65 and 67 n o 

Absar Ahmed Khan, Monghyr 

Q. What are the lowest and highest total in 
first class cricket’ 

A. 12 IS the lowest total reached by Oxford 
University vs M C C at Oxford in 1877 and 
1,107 IS the highest total piled up by 
Victoria vs New South Wales at Mel¬ 
bourne in 1926-27 

Utiwal Seal, Ledo 

0. When and where did Gordon 
Greenidge and Vivian Richards score 
their first Test hundreds’ 

A. Greenidge and Richards scored their 
first centuries against India in 1974-75 
The former hit (107) at Bangalore on his 
debut and Richards hit it (192 no) at 
Delhi 



QUESTIONS 

Say which team individual is credited with 
the following achievements 

1 Only hat-trick in Asian Cup soccer 

2 Only hat-trick in Asian Youth Football 
touriiument 

3 Most F A Cup wins 

4 Highest total of goals scored by a side 
for one Santosh Tiophy tournament 

5 Highest numbei of individual goals in 
one Santosh Trophy tournament 

6 Most B C Roy soccer trophy wins 

7 Most victories in OlyiUpic soccer 

8 Most Santosh Trophy wins 

9 Most wins in Merdeka soccer 

10 Most wins in European Nations Cup 
soccer (Joint wins not to be counted) 

ANSWERS 

iZ) Aueuiieo isoaa 01 
tgl EisAeieyy 6 
(61) |E6ueQ 8 
(r) AiBbunH Z 
(81 (e6ues g 

trZ6t ui S|Bo 6 G2 (qelunc^ q6uis jepu( g 
(frZ6t ui S|BoB 9^) qetund f 

U) BiMA uoisv e 
(OZ-8961) Biding z 
(9Z-24.-8961) UBJ| i 
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Chandan Gorai, Durgapur. 

G. Who has taken highest number of 
wickets in an over in a Test*? 

A. M J.C Allom, K Cranston, F J Tifmus 
and C M Old of England have captured a 
maximum of four wickets in an over 

Asbanul Baruah, Lakhlmpur. 

Q. What IS the Test bowling record of 
ROD Willis'? 

A. Before the Tests against Australia, 
Willis had captured 198 wickets in 57 
Tests conceding 5,043 runs in 11,027 
balls with 12 times bagging over 5 wickets 
in an innings 
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Suresh Thpagl, Jabalpur and Shah Noinan 
Ahmad, Bara Banki. 

Q. What IS the Test record of Barry 
Richards of South Afnca? 

A. 4 Tests, 7 innings, 508 runs, 140 
highest score, 72 57 average, 2 centuries 
and 2 half centunes 
Sanlanu Oat, Bombay; Sonu, Delhi. 

Q. What IS the Test batting record of Asif 
Iqbal of Pakistan'? 

A. 58 Tests, 99 innings, 7 not outs, 3,575 
runs, 175 highest score, 3885 average, 
11 centuries. 12 half centuries, 9 zeroes 
and 53 wickets, average 28 35. 6 times 
captain 
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Sanilb Choudhury, Doom Dooma. 

Q. What IS the bmt bowling performance 
of Wesley Hall? 

A. 7 wickets for 69 in the Test against 
England at Kingston in 1959-60 

Anil Paraek, Jaipur. 

Q. What is the highest score in Ranji 
Trophy made by Vishwanath. Hanurfiant 
Singh, Sandeep Path, BP Patel, Salim 
Durrani and Arun Lai? 

A. Vishwanath's highest score in Ranji 
Trophy is 247, Hanumant Singh's 213 
no, Sandeep Patil's 210, B.P Patel's 
216, Durrani's 137 and Arun Lai's 117 
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Brush your teeth with Colgate after 
every meal It protects you lust the wa/ 
dentists recommend all over the world 
Racter.d grow in fond particles left 
between your teeth These ran cause 
bad odoui and, later, painful deca'/ 

So always brusfi the Colgate way ught 
after eating It s proven most effe(,tivp to 
freshen your breath whiten yoiii teeth 
and fight decay 


How Colgate's trusted formula works 

Odour and deca / r lusiuq 
bact^* la qfO'A! in fnud [urtu If^ 
trapped between ,i ur teeth 

Cnlqate !> unique a' live f > < n 
re K hes deep to lemnve ri i \qr>t 
f Mid particles ar d bai tun 

The result attiaclivr white let di 
fresh breath v) fider ( e 
protection aqainsl dec 



Colgate has the fresh, minty taste that makes brushing a pleasure 


Stop bad breath. 
Hght tooth decay 
wuh Create 

Dental Cream hs,. 
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Morariee fabrics 


Because even the 
finest deagn 
must have gocxi 
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When you buy 




you get more 
than pretty designs 
and cdours. 


been carefully 
spun into each 
and every fibre: 
an art perfected 
over a 100 years. 
Because we 
firmly believe 
that even the 
driest design 
nust have good 
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Interesting 

T he p I o 111 ■ c u m ■ 
inteiview of Karsan 
Ghavri in the issue of Au 
gust 19 makes mterfstiiin 
ri'adinf 4 As an all-roundei, 
(jfidvri definiieJv does not 
fall in the Ldtegory of either 
Botham or Kapil, hut everv- 
bodv will aftree that he has 
been an indispensable mein- 
bet of the Indian ciitket 
team since 1974 
Ghavii appears to be too 
modest w'heri he explains 
his inability to bat in a time 
of LTisis In fact, on mote 
than one otcasion Ghavri 
has batted with flyinj* loI- 
ouis in moments of crisis, he 
did at Kanpui and Caleiitta 
against Pakistan and at New 
Delhi against England iii 
197()-77 

As for the allegatinns re- 
giiiding rhiovMiig, we can 
sateh igiioie them because 
Ghavri h.is passed scrutiny 
tests ananged by English 
and Austialian umpires We 
expect Ghavri to play a cru 
iial Idle in the tout this 
coining winter, along with 
Kapil and Madari Lai, 
agaiiisl England 

VIJAY CHORCHADF, 
Puiw 

THE artule on Karsaii 
Ghavn was ijuite interest- 
iiig llnwevei, I would like 
to add something more 
Gh<ivii s.tys that his exclu¬ 
sion from the New Zealand- 
houiul Indian team was a 
gi eat shock to him Perhaps 
he has foi gotten that selec¬ 
tion IS made entiiely on the 
basis of perfoimances in the 
matches pieieding the 
selection and not on the 
playei’s goorf looks alone 
The fact that he has not 
vet completed his double 
aftei playing quite a nuni- 
bei of Tests puts liim m the 
class ol an oidinaiy plavei 
lather than that of iin all 
rounder The reason he adv¬ 
ances for his not completing 
the double is that he was not 
given sufficient howling 
during the hevday of Bedi, 
C’handiasekhar, Venkatar 
aghavan and Piasanna Bur 
the interesting point is that 
Kapil also plaved Tests dui 
ing the reign of these skilful 
spinners and still secured 
many victories fur India by 
his amazing perfoimances 
Why, then, was Ghavri not 


given sufficient bowling’ 
The reason is simple, this is 
due to the lack of speed, 
accuiacv and strength 
which are musts for a fast 
bowler 

SANJEl V MEHTA, 
CjU iinu 

Thanks! 

T hanks to sporisworW 

for giving us a report on 
the Woild Games The test 
of the Indian Pi ess simply 
informed us about the first 
four places in men’s singles 
badminton with no report 
on the other sports 
The idea of tiie World 
Games was to -•tjge a non 
national meet During the 
opening ceremony, the 
teams were not paraded na¬ 
tion-wise Also, after an 
event, there was no national 
anthem of the winner's 
country nor was its flag 
laised Does this mc-aii that 
these ceiemcinies, when 
held III the Olympics and 
othei Games, cultivate a 
spirit of nationalism’ The 
question assumes impoit- 
ance because similai mat¬ 
ters aie likely io bo discus 
set! by the International 
Olympic Committee at its 
Congiess in SeiUembor 
As far as the* spectators 
are concerned, these ceie- 
nionies are the most colour 
ful aspect ol any meet Eoi 
sportsmen too, it is a chei- 
ished moment to stand on 
the victory stand with a gold 
medal round one's neck, to 
hear one’s national anthem 
being played and to see 
one’s country’s Hag laised 
The othcM aspect of the 
World Games is :o bung 
together sportsmen ol non- 
Olviiipit sports 

JAIXim M BHATT, 
Bombav 

Mockery 

I r Derek I'nderwood and 
Alan Knott weie recalled 
III the Test side only to 
bleak the tec ends of Lance 
Gihbs and Rodney Maish, 
thi'o the lutiiie of English 
tucket must be jeopai 
dised Siinilaily, it would he 
a mockery on the part cit the 
English selectors if IJeoff 
Boycott ts retained tn the 
English side simply to bieak 
the record of Sit (iary So 
bets 

C K SUBRAMANIAM, 
Chahbta 


















Because only 
Palmolive Shave Cream 
has SGL-4 for rich 
'IVIoisturized Lather' to 
soften the toughest beard. 


Palmolive Shave Cream has exclusive 

ingredient SGL-4 It gives you rich 

'Moisturized Lather' that stays moist 

through the shave This softens 

the toughest beard, and your razor 

glides smoothly. You get 

the most comfortable close shave. 


De-Luxe Lather Lemon-Fresh 

Bold mdstuline Bracing. Menthol-Cool 

fragrance. refreshing tang Cool confidence. 


Make sure 
You buy genuine 

SKYLARK 

Shuttle Cock 
Every time you buy 

SKYLARK 


toLth/s 



The range of SKYLARK Shuttle Cocks : 
Supercraft, Express, India Special, Superfly, 
Aerospeed. Silver Arrow, International, 
S.S.P, Calcutta Champion. Universal. 

Dealers (Maharashtra) 

Asha Agency , 

Pune -411004 '-^nOICe Of 

Champion Sports / champions <i 

Pone 411004 f\ . . -- 

Caxton Sports \ / \ A A 

Dhobitalao, Bornbev-400020 y \ \/ \/ ^ 

Gautam Sports 
Mahiin Boinb.iy-400016 
Gangule Sports & Stationers 
Thane-7 Maharashtra 
India Sports House 
Matunga, Bombay-400019 
Sunil Sports Industries 
Bhandup Bombay 400078 
Wagle & Co 
Dhobitalao. Bnmbav-40000? 

The only manufacturer m India 

D. B. Pandit £t Co. 

P 0 -Bahirtofa, Jaduberia 
Ulubeiia, Howrah w>’st Bi-ngai, India 


Buy from 

genuine dealers only 
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Logo For 
Lillee 


Ami no 
om' cl\e 

When you are the lead- 
iiij; wickei-taker in Anglo- 
Austrahaii Tchls and an 
MBF, to boot, you probabJy 
feel entitled to some spe¬ 
cial consideiation Denis 
Lillee IS cei taiiily gettini; 
it, having; received permis¬ 
sion fiom the Australian 
Board to wear his own pei- 
sonai emblem on his head 
band (sometimes gold, at 
t'thei times gieen) which 
has added a furthet touch 
of colour to his striking 
figure 

incidentally, this is the 
first time an Australian 
player has worn anything 
but his country’s logo in a 
Test The emblem, de¬ 
signed by Australian i ar- 
toonist Paul Rigby, fea¬ 
tures two flashes of light¬ 
ning, fitting symbols for 
Lillee, and was designed 
m support of his testimo- 
tual year 

However, English play¬ 
ers who wish to fi'llow suit 
are unlikely to have much 
joy. The ruling of the Test 
and County Cricket Board 
(TCCB) specifically foi- 
bids anything other than 
the England logo to 
appear on clothing duting 
Test matches and there is 
also a rule that all clothing 
and accessories should be 
white. 


Rigged 


Bobby 
comes back 
Who said Bobby Riggs is 
dead? At 63, he is back, 
recreating all the hoopla 
of his 1973 battle of the 
sexes (when Billie Jean 
King defeated him 6-4,6-3, 
6-3 at the Houston astro¬ 
dome) As we said, Riggs is 
back Alive and kicking 
Teaming up with old pal 
Pancho Segura (60) Riggs 
was a winner in a mixed 
competition in a $ 16,000 
winner-take-all challenge 
match The veterans 
downed 27-year-old Kate 
Latham and Stacy Margo¬ 
lin 7-6,6-4,7-6 Margolin, 
incidentally, was Wimble¬ 
don champion John McEn 
roe’s ex-girlfnend. 

But Riggs IS not one to 
sit around He has already 
started planning his next 
campaign. “We nave 
talked with many women 
pros,” says Larry Riggs, 
Bobby’s son and the guid¬ 
ing force between these 
gimmicky matches, “but 
almost all of them are 
busy I think they wei e 
actually afi aid I won’t 
test until we challenge Bil 
he Jean King and Martina 
Navidtiluva That would 
really be <i match to re- 
membei ” 


Borg’S Racket 


Some imket. 
indeed 

Bjorn Boig—the one 
man tennis corporation 
with a hefty margin of pi o- 
fit—has got so big that 
Belgium IS helping to pay 
the Swede foi endorsing 
Belgian-made Donnav 
racket frames. It is the 
fii St time that a govei n 
ment has paid an athlc-ie 
to play with a specific- 
piece of equipment 

When Borg’s i acket en¬ 
dorsement went up fot 
grabs two years ago. Don- 
nay entered -he fray but 
later pulled out as the 
stakes climbed out of then 
reach The Belgidn-ba.sed 
firm re-entered the war 
later, after it had secuicd 
a five-year, two and a half 
million dollar intcrest-ftec 
loan from the Belgian sci - 
vice for foreign commerce 


Thus subsidised, Doiiiiay 
outlasted all bidders to 
win the Borg racket sweep- 
stakes 

In addition to the $ 
500,000 per year that Don 
nay have promised to pay 
Borg, the Swede was 
guaranteed one per cent of 
the total profit from Don- 
nay Borg 1 dcket sales 
Donnay also seem to have 
a special relationship with 
the government When 
Karl Snauwaerl—ptesi 
dent of the Belgian racket 
manufacturer of the same 
name—asked fur a similar 
loan for his Vitas Geru- 
laitis, John Newcombe and 
Brian Gottfried contracts, 
his request was rejected. 

Wheie will all this lead’ 
Perhaps when Tracy Au¬ 
stin’s daughtei wins 
Wimbledon in 2001 she 
will be awarded the coun¬ 
try of Luxembourg 


All For 
A Run 


Doshi plavs 
sinpies 

We all know that our 
very own Dihp Doshi is 
one of the keenest tricke- 
teis going Just how keen 
he is, however, will be 
illustrated by the follow 
itig—ttue—story While 
balling last month foi 
Warwickshire with a run¬ 
ner, following an injury 
sustained at Ilove, he com 
mitted the unpardon.ible 
Foi getting his disability 
fur the moment, he set off 
tor a single on his own— 
and was promptly tun out 


Sugar-Free 
_ Diet _ 

The haide 
must fjo on 
Sugar Ray Leonard, 
while training for Ins fight 
against Tommy Heat ns 
suffered an eye injurs dur 
ing one of his training 
bouts recently I.eonaid, 
holdei of the Wot Id Box¬ 
ing Council welterweight 
crown and the Wo- Id Box¬ 
ing Assoiiation lunioi 
middleweight title, was 
forced to postpone a 'rain¬ 
ing session after a i ight 
hand punch fiom his spai 
ring partner put a lump 


under his right eye But 
Leonard has stated that 
the in lury will in no way 
hamper fiis preparation 
for the fight 

Ten th Ton _ 

Zaheei 
kee/i.s gfi/ng 
Anothei century by 
Zaheci Abbas, this time 
against Woi i eslc'i shii e, 
sent the statisticians into a 
huddle to compare notes 
The bespectacled Pakista 
ni batsman, who has notch 
ed up no less than ten tons 
in County cricket tins 
yeai, now has the impress- 
ice aveiage of 99 95 This 
century, however, was one 
of the most fore etui seen 
this year Need we say that 
it took him only 94 mi¬ 
nute's-' 



Carson (;ets 

PLASIEREI) 


Ih hts 
nurses 

Cbainpioii iiickev Willie 
I'.ii son, who sustained 
miil'iple iri)iii les I'.ui ing a 
I ate II'- eiiily , is still i,i 
hospital 11 f'vei mg liom a 
li.i.ruted skull, among 
other nusliaps AVith tiis 
left htuicl in plaster, t'ai 
son was helped along one 
of the corridors by a luiri-e, 
which prompted him to 
comnient that he would be 
remaining in hospital foi 
quite some time once the 
female staffers wer e 
rather good looking 





















The brilliance of 
Argentine soccer 


T here can be no aigument that the 
most impiessivc* soccer players m 
the woild hail from that vast tnangle 
of 1,100,000 square miles, the eighth 
laigest State in the world named 
Argentina bv Martin del Baico Cen- 
teiienara Lying between Chile on the 
west, Uruguay and Brazil on the north, 
and the vast Antantna on the south, 
this South American State has coii- 
tiniiallv prudiKed lop soccer players 
foi halt u ceiiruiv as no other countiv 
I ever has 

I Soccei was intioduced in Aigeiitina 
I inevitably bv the Biitish colonialists 
I The wider woild of Victoiiaii aiitl 
i Edwardian England allowed Associa- 
I tion Football, still a lespectahle pas- 
I time for the upper classes, to spread 
] on a lemarkable scale Just as the 
royal families of Europe had then 
family ties spie-ul all civet the conti¬ 
nent, SCI the uppei classes ol England 
had their contacts and connections 
even in the South American countries 
Colonies of Biitish businessmen 
sprang up in the maicn South Arnei- 
ican cities—nowheie more so than at 
Buenos Aites with its country club and 
riding school lot the new colonial-tvpe 
aristocrat y 

Footbali ut a kind was plaved by the 
Buenos Aites Club ,is eativ as 1867, 
when two brothers. Jack and riiomas 
Hogg put an announcement iii the 
local English language new'spapei 
The Sc.indaul asking lot interesietl 
people to join Lut the pioiieership was 
lelt to the Scottish school teathei. 
Alexander Watson fliirton, who at 
rived in 1884 This dynamic man in¬ 
cluded football in his English high 
school c'uiriciilum and in 1891 loiinded 
the Argentinian I-A nearlv single- 
handed Iv 

Meanwhile, mass Italian and Sicilian 
[ immigiariuti to the coolei parts of 
South Ameiica. like southern Brazil. 
Uruguav and Aigentjna was taking 
; plate While the otticial language re- 
! mauled Spanish, the Italians weie 
soon to loim the laigesi single l-iiio 
pean group ot immigrants in Aigenti- 
I na by the end ol the Second Woild 
Wai Othti Euiopean races like the 
lush, the Welsh, the Uermans and the 
-Slavs from cential Europe were /low¬ 
ing into Aigentina too 

It was against this hackdioji that 
Hutton's team, leiiameci Alumni, won 
seven i hamnionshins in nine \t-ai s and 


PALLAB MUHURY 


at one time had no lewei than 14 
players Irom the Brown laces among 
Us membeis 

Thus, while the anstociatic Aigenti 
mans took then football horn the 
British, the masses leariii the game 
trom the l-reiich and working class 
Italian immigrants The Frenchmen 
toundeci Racing Club iti 1905 after 
their Racing Club ot Pans .A tew 
months latei the Italians loinied Boca 
Juniors in the predominantlv Italian 
Boca district of Buenos Aiies The 
lialian momc'iitum saw the Italian em¬ 
ployees of the Biitish stole. C'ltv of 
London, leave the stettf sports club in 
then aspiration'- to be iiiciepeiulent 
and give it an Italian name—Indepen- 
dieiite 

Meanwhile, the lesser-known 
(Juilmes, iounded in 1887 and Rosario 
Central (1889l weie plaving in the 
league and aie in existence exen to 
this clav 

In those early clays many clubs, 
lacking m lesuuices, had to struggle to 
suivue 1-01 a lew years Indepen- 
diente plaved football on the wastes 
acioss the oils Riachuelo River, sup¬ 
ported by dockets and workers from 
the local slaughtei houses 

The league progiessed. oveicciming 
initial crises anti in 1911 ottinallv 
accepted piofessionalisiii In 19.T4 a 
leoiganised Association del I'Uthol 
look ovei conliol of the counliv’s 
sciLiei .Since then the scene has been 
tloniiiiatecl bv the big five—Boca 
Illinois. Rivei Plaie, San Lorenzo, 
Racing Club and Independieriie—all 
of vvliom won the championship at one 
tune Ol oihei 

A RCENFINIAN playeis have al 
ways been exceptionally gifted, 
but rlieii laieiits have laieh been 
pio|>etly gloomed to oluain interna¬ 
tional success Nurneiotis plaveis have 
lelt the countiv to earn more monev 
abroad Besides then jireparatioii has 
been haphazai.l and luck decided 
whethei the jjlaveis could pull itolfoi 
nut Conseqiieiulx, apaii tioin winning 
the World Cup in 1978, thee finished 
second in rhe 1'I28 Dlympiad and in 
the inaugural Woild C'.ip ol 19J(). on 
both occasions vieldiiig to tlie'i iieigh 
hours, Uruguay Despite impie.ssive 
lesult'. m the Socih Ameiicaii Cham 
pionsliips. at the national and club 
levels, they have geiieiallv tailed to 
live UP to exuectaiions 


Argentina's Olympic reams of 1924 
and 1928 had some great stars The 
great centre-forward Guillermo Sta¬ 
bile scoied eight goals in the 1930 
Woild Cup—a record unsiiipassed for 
24 years Then plavmg for Huracan, he 
was bought bv Genoa, Italy, wheie he 
excelled, delighting local football fans 
In 1935 he moved on to Red Stai 
France, and plaved for them till 1939 
when he letuiried as Huracan and 
Argentine national coach. 

Also in that team was the Al Capone 
of Argentine toothall, Luisuo Monti, 
who used fists, feet and elbows to 
miimidate his opponents But the lai- 
tei too left foi foreign pastilles, lo 
Juveiitus, Italy, and played a kov role 
in the Italian World Cuji team of 19 14 
On the left wing was the 'slim, sleek 
powerful' Raimunclo Orsi. who also 
iollowed Monti to Juveiitus wheie he 
was nicknamed ‘Mutno' He was 
tremendouslv fast and skillul—tin 
admirable ball plavei, in slioil One ot 
his gieatest feats was scoring the 
match winner for Italy m the 1914 
Woild Cup final against f'/echoslova- 
kia Ilacirig feinted with liis left font, 
he took a svveiving shot with his tight 
and the hall dipjied viciouslv over 
Flame ka, the Czech goalkeepei The 
next clav in front of Fiess photo- 
grajihers he la-led to lepeat that shot 
before an empty goal' 

Also in the Italian winning team o‘ 
19’.4 was Guiata at right wing—yei 
aiiothei Argentinian The signing of 
these thiee plavers for Italian clubs 
was bitterly lesented by the Argenti¬ 
nians In the 19.10s Italian footbaP was 
full of Aigentiiiian players The Juven- 
tus inside right, Cesarim was also an 
Aigentinian who rerurned after the 
Second World War to manage the 
team 

The result ol ihis plavei exodus was 
that .Argentina deliberately came with 
then second best playeis to play the 
1914 World Cup—Scared that the Ita¬ 
lian clubs would buy off their stars if 
ihev saw them petform The Italians 
won that World Cup with thiee Ar¬ 
gentinians in the team—Monti, Orsi 
and Gmata Fozzo defended their in¬ 
clusion against foreign critici.sm, 
saving “It they can die for Italv, they 
can plav lot Italy” Once again, the 
Aigentimaiis lelused to send a team to 
the 1938 competition for the same 
reason 



TN 1948, came the deadliest blow to 
XArgentinian football in the form of 
the layers' strike. Pederneira, one of 
the finest of Argentina’s centre- 
forwards ever, left. Nestor Rossi, a 
splendid attacking centre-half, also 
left, thou^ years later he returned to 
train and manage Huracan. Then, 
none other than Alfredo di Stefano, 
the ‘blonde arrow’ of the River Plate 
and Huracan left for Millionarios, 
Bogota, to play in the rebel league 
outside FIFA jurisdiction Later, in 
1953, as the league was disbanded, he 
left for Spain’s Real Madrid, where he 
Imcame a roving centre-forward. 

It is difficult to imagine how great 
his game was The only other player in 
the world to stand favourably in com- 

C arisen with him would be not Pele 
ut Holland’s Johann Cruyff And it is 
not surprising that Cruyff admitted in 
his younger days that he always 
wanted to be life Di Stefano Thus 
Huracan claimed and very proudly 
too, that they had discovered Alfredo 
di Stefano, the greatest player the 
world has ever seen But mysteriously, 
he was not to earn the kind of fame 
that Pele, Beckenbauer or Bobby 
Charlton did 

With him also went Hector Rial to 
play foi Santa Fe and later for Real 
Madrid, Spain Of Spanish parentage, 
he was the unsung hero of Real's 
European Cup triumphs of the Fifties 
He had a hand in many of the goals 
scored by Di Stefano, Puskas and Cen¬ 
to Like Di Stefano, he too returned to 
South America and eventually came 
back to Spain as a famous club man¬ 
ager. 

Thus, when we look at the Argenti¬ 
nian teams of the past years, are we 
going to give them any credit for the 
players with which they have charmed 
the world? 

The players' strike saw countless 
other players leave Argentina to seek 
fortune and success in Italy, where a 
law existed till about 1962, which 
peimitted them to play as ‘Italians’ if 
they could produce the requisite pa¬ 
rent or grandparent When the law was 
withdrawn, Italy had considerable dif¬ 
ficulty in fielding a purely Italian 
eleven and was trounced by North 
Korea in the 1966 World Cup 
Thus when Argentina defeated Bra¬ 
zil in the South American Cham¬ 
pionship by three goals in 1957, their 
scintillating “trio of death”—Angelil- 
lo, Sivori and Maschio—was im¬ 
mediately bought by three Italian 
clubs—Internazionale, Juventus and 
Bologna 

Omar Sivori was a supreme ball 
artiste, like must of his compatiiots, 
with a deadly left foot Juventus paid 
River Plate £ 90,000—a world record 
at that time In 1961 he was voted 
European Footballer of the Year, and 
at the end of his career he returned to 
Argentina to coach and manage Rosar¬ 
io and Estudiantes teams, and in 1972 
the national junior team. 

Humberto MaVchio, like Sivon, was 
also to represent Italy in the 1962 
World Cup at ChUe. But he returned to 



AHredo di Stefano back at the Real Madrid Stadium, scene ot his inumph in the Fifties helping this lime to 
direct a team of cameramen in a Worki Cup documentary for V0ne^ualen television 


his former side. Racing Club, and 
played for them in their victory ovei 
Celtic, Glasgow in the 1967 World 
Champion Club tournament 
Of the three, Angelillo was not so 
lucky. Though he hit Italian headlines 
with his goal-scoring feats, and lepre- 
sented Italy in many internationals, he 
could not return to his native Argenti¬ 
na at the end of his career—out ot fear 
that he would be imprisoned fot evad¬ 
ing military service' 

Apart from this “trio of death," one 
Ernesto Grille, an international since 
1953, went to Italy where Milan had 
snapped him up Later, he returned to 
Boca Juniors to play and also become 
the junior team trainer 
But preceding this trio, was a 
tremendously skilled inside forwaid, 
Eduardo Kicagni who arrived in Italy 
in 1953 He gave rise to a lot of 
controveisy and scandal as he literally 
walked into the I’^alian national 
eleven—something quite unprecen 
dented in world .soccet He went on to 
play for Juventus, Milan and Torino 
Pancho Loiaiono was another post¬ 
war Argentinian to go to Italy, where 
he performed crcdiiahlv foi lioienti- 
na and Roma. 

Two excellent left wingers. Tito Cue 
chiarom who lepresented Milan and 
Sampdoria, and Cailos I'acchi who did 
very well fot Torino, Alessandria and 
Naples, also flourished in Italy 
Naturally, the loss of such exception 
al talent led to much bitterness It was 
to affect Aigcntma greatly in the 195k 
and 1962 World Cups In 1950, Aigtin- 
tina withdrew after quarrelling with 
hosts, Btazil Foui years Inter in 1954 
they repeated the show by sulking 
during the Swiss World Cup, which 
was ultimaiely won by West Germany 
with an upset victory (3-2), over the 
all-conquering favourites, Hungaiv 
And when Argentina did eiiiei the 
1958 World Cup in Sweden, they had 
40vear-old Angel Labruna (also of 
Italian descent) and Nestor Rossi, 
another veteran, back in the side 
Though they began bv losing to West 
Germany 1-3, they reorganised them¬ 
selves, and then destroyed Ireland 3-1 
But what followed was ahsoliiteh inex 


plicable They weie routed by the 
Czechs 1-6, and were out of the cup 
This was a historic event, for it was 
followed bv a total change in the 
Aigentinian style of play which often 
amounted to bone-crushing, .sjutting 
and calculated brutality at national 
and club levels It was the famous 
Juan Carlos Lorenzo who initiated 
Argentina into this technique of power 
football And Argentina has earned 
much notoiietv ovei the last 15 
years—a period in which they pio- 
duced some of the most villainous 
plaveis in the world 
In 1962 they enieied the World Cup ] 
at Chile and with their motto of ‘sur 
vival at all costs’ drew 0-0 with Hun¬ 
gary, lost 1-3 to England and weie out 
of the tournament Then after some 
rethinking, in 1966 they fielded a 
formidable team whu h was thought to 
be individually the finest and accoid- 
ing to manv leceiii jiimdits mote 
accomplished than even then 1978 
World Cup wuiuiiig side Yet, they 
decided to be uiilair and dirtv This 
time thev even reached the quaitei 
finals aftei diawing with West Get 
many 0 0, beating Switzeilaiid 2 0, but 
had one ol then plavers, Albieiht, 
sent off the field loi unfan |ilas In the 
quarier-finals they met England 
In goal, Roma was splendidlv 
acri'batic, with two biilhau blinks 
against Petiumo and Mar/ohni Lead 
ing the assault fiom ni'dtield was the 
giant of a plavei and captain. Antonio 
Rattin Up front, Osiai Mas, Luis 
Artime and On« ga weie deadly with 
their ball-skill, shuoiiiig powei and 
magnetic intcrpassing They weie abis 
suppoited bv Feiicno, (ion/alcd and 
Cahe 

Kattin. deiisivels called “Rat" ni 
Fan ope, was a plavei who could domin 
ate the mid-field ail alone—foi Boca 
Juniors and Aigentina Foi a tew sea¬ 
sons he even played m a 4-1-5 foima 
non loi Bill a, as the enriie mid field 
was uiidei his (haige 
But this magnificent pl.iyei was te 
meet his Waterloo soon I'm attei 
being ordered off the field, his team 
mates reacted to guest l)i Stefano’s 
promptings fiom the gallery, and 




attacked the English goal with rare 
elan. England scored against the run 
ot play with a Geoff Hurst headei 
Argentina demonstrated the wasteful¬ 
ness of It all when it was apparent that 
with ten men on field they were the 
better team There was no doubt that 
had Kattin played full time, Aigentina 
would hate won that quarter-final 
match and perhaps even won the 
World Cup 

Q uite convinced that they had 
been robbed, their club sides. Rac¬ 
ing Club and Estudiantes sought to 
.square up matters fiom 1967 till 197U 
Against Celtic, Scotland, Manchester 
United (England), A C Milan, (Italy) 
and Feyenoord (Holland) the two 
teams enacted the most disgraceful 
scenes evei witnessed in international 
soccei Of course the architect of it all 
was Carlos Loren/o His strategy of 
intimidation and anarchy had brought 
disgrace to Racing Club, La/,io, Italy, 
Atletico Madrid, Boca Juniors and to 
Argentina 

Came the World Cup 1970 Mexico 
and Argentina failed to qualify, 
beaten by Peru The organisers heaved 
a sigh of lelief This brought an ex 
player of Santos, Brazil and a heavy 
chain smoker—Luis Cesar Menotti— 


The complete record 

T he table includes matches won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals ggainst 
and points obtained in first division and National chaitipioasliip since 
the start of professional soccer (including all playoffs) by the tl'cliuis who 
are still in the first division. > 
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Fifty First Division Championships won; River Plate (16), Boca Juniors 
(11), tndependiente (7), Racing Club (6), San Lorenzo (5), Estudiantes. 
Chacaiitd Juniors, Huracan, Newell’s Old Boys, Quilmes one each. 

Fourteen National Championships won; Boca Juniors, Independiente. 
Rosario Central (three each), San Lorenzo, River Plate (two each), Velez 
Sarsfield (One). 


into the picture He greatly differed 
from Lorenzo in his views on soccer 
tactics and sought to bring about dras 
tic changes in Aigentmian soccer Bui 
not even his supporters, lei alone his 
critics, had ariv faith m his words when 
he said sers ..oncernedlv. ‘ My coun- 
riv’s fuorball needs total reorganisa¬ 
tion If we could win the World Cup 
the way I would like us lo. it would 
inspne others to reassess the way we 
play the game—oui basic philosophy 
Perhaps, ir would stop us placing such 
reliance on violence and cynicism 
which are the tools ol fear Argenli 
man iuotball possess too much skill to 
need to be atraid ” 

In letrospect these weie puiphetic 
words indeed For, with Menotti a.s the 
managei of 1974 Woild Cup squad in 
West Get many, Argentina excelled, 
despite a pathetic lack ot piepar.iti(in 
Only a shakv Cariievalv m goal was c 
then undoing Carlos Babington 
dominated the nud-tield with Migual 


Brindisi, both ot whom were deter¬ 
mined to attack with their transcen¬ 
dental ball skill Up front on the right, 
Rene Houseman was majestic and 
Ruben Ayala at the left, clever and 
dangeioiis 

Though they lost to Holland and 
Brazil, It was evident that a “new 
look" Aigentina was in the offing, 
shot ti of tlieir scandalous past In 1974, 
Ruben Avala and Angel Bargas were 
doing splendidly foi Atletico (Madrid) 
and Nantc*s (France) Osvaldo Pia/za, 
another Argentinian was a mid-field 
wonder for St Etienne, France Enri¬ 
que Woltf was busy for Real Madrid 
Jorge Carrascosa resigned from cap¬ 
taincy Mysteriously enough, Biindisi, 
Babington and Ayala would be missing 
fiom the 1978 squad Rene Houseman, 
tailing to find his 1974 form, would be 
a substitute foi Daniel Beitoni on the 
light wing 

But that Argentina deserved their 
victory in 1978 can only be doubted by 


those who know little about this na¬ 
tion’s soccei scene For this is what 
David Miller of the Daily Expras 
wrote a year after the World Cup “It 
IS usually said that a team needs at 
least five world-class players to win 
the World Cup, and Argentina posses¬ 
sed those Hve Fillol, a remarkable 
goalkeeper whose catching technique 
is considered all wrong in Europe, but 
whose succession of magnificent saves 
in almost eveiy match was indispens¬ 
able, Passarella, the dynamic ‘libero’, 
a defendei with an attacking flair 
which recalled the illustrious Au¬ 
strian, Ocwirc, Ardiies, suave schemer 
with a tactical intelligence to match 
his creative skills, subsequently 
bought by Tottenham Hotspur a fort¬ 
night after the finals, together with 
reserve mid-fielder Villa, in a breath¬ 
taking L 7(10,000 coup, Luque, a vola¬ 
tile centre-forward 'with skill and 
speed and a tremendous shot, and 
Kempes, a talisman lecalled from 
Valencia in Spain to inspire the team, 
match-winner, top scorer in the com¬ 
petition, anothet irresistible player at 
speed Add to these five the two 
above-average wingers, Bertoni and 
Ortiz, and an attacking left-back 
Tarantini, and there was every justi¬ 
fication for Argentina becoming the 
sixth holders of the title in 48 years It 
IS a distinction they have long de¬ 
served, having produced a richer flow 
of world class players than any nation 
except perhaps Yugoslavia, so many of 
whom have gone abroad, bleeding the 
game at home " 

Now with the world junior soccer 
championship in their bag too, and 
with players of such calibre as the 
incomparable Diego Maradona, the 
deadly Ramon Diaz, Andreuchi, Bochi- 
ni, Valencia, Fillol and Passarella will 
Argentina retain the two world titles? 


Fifty years of professlonalisiii 


O N May 18, 1931., pT^fesnonal 
soccer was instituted in Argen¬ 
tina by 18 clubs->ll of whom are 
still in today’s fkst .division-t-as- a 
logical step to do away with sha- 
mateurism, the under-the-counter 
payments to players which were 
accounted for in their books in all 
sorts of ways, such as the purchase 
of tons and tons of sawdust for 
fields. 

.Though at present, River Plate 
kead the table as far as points are 
concerned, they were, uinost not 
included among the lA Vrno started. 
This was because its eseiabers took 


a long time to agree to the step and 
todairs powerful club could very 
weU have gone, the same way as the 
other clubs who decided to remain 
amateur with the result that they 
lost all their best players 
On May 31, the first professional 
tournament was inaugurated. Boca 

i funiors became the winners, fol- 
owed by San Lorenzo and Estu- 
digntes ue La Plata. With pro soc¬ 
cer, of course, began the big trans¬ 
fers. Soccer in those days, however, 
was more interesdng to watch and a 
higher proportion of people went to 
the matches. ' 







A future world number one 

SARAJIT DEB profiles the new superstar of world soccer, Diego 

Maradona, the brilliant Argentinian 


I N the midst of the pandemonium 
that took place when the boys of 
Argentines Juniors were coming off 
the pitch after having been beaten in 
the youth championship hnal by Pinto 
de Santiago in Cordoba, one of the 
Pinto boys put his arm around the 
shoulders or an opponent and told 
him “You’ve got nothing to cry about 
One day you’ll be the best No 10 in the 
world ” That was eight years ago. That 
day has just about arrived tor Diego 
Maradona 

Diego Armando Maradona was born 
on October 30,1960, which means he 
has a lung way to go in the game His 
inventive genius was first witnessed 
on the international front when he 
made his Argentina debut, as early as 
February 1977, as secopd-half substi¬ 
tute in a S-1 win against Hungary in 
Boca’s Bombonera Stadium Besieged 
by reporters afterwards, who wanted 
to know everything about his ambi¬ 
tions, Maradona had this to say 
“There’s only one thing I really want— 
that my father doesn’t have to work 
any mure We’re a poor family and he’s 
laboured body and soul fur us I don’t 
want him to have to go on like that any 
mure ’’ 

His background bears a marked le 
semblance to that of another great, or 
perhaps the greatest Argentine, Alfre¬ 
do Di Stefano The poor home, the 
ames on the wastelands, making a 
all out of tin and socks because no 
one could afford the real thing, and 
practising those ball skills against a 
wall undei a street light until three in 
the morning 

It’s a tough school from which Mara 
d'-na has emeiged. And, as everyone 
knows, for every one like him who 
makes it to the top, to the pinnacle, 
there are hundreds who don’t. Hun¬ 
dreds who Ignored theii schooling for 
the gamble that football would make 
their fortune And lost 
Maradona has never forgotten his 
family’s needs Aftei all, as he says, 
“Eight children take a lot of looking 
after.” He is number five Before him 
were four sisters, and after him two 
brothel s and another sister. Life must 
have been tough in the poor back 
streets of Villa Fiorito, the area in 
which Maradona wa.<: brought up He 
says' “If my parents asked me to give 
them heaven and earth, and I could, 
that still wouldn’t be enough to repay 
them for the sacrifices they made ” An 
early instance of that sacrifice was to 
buy him a proper football when Mara¬ 
dona was only three. He was so de¬ 
lighted he even slept with it tucked 
under his arm 

The man who discovered Maradona 
was a 46-year-old bank clerk named 
Francisco Cornejo, who spent his 
ja[g;s)cen.ds scouting.for Areentinos 



Juniors, the team fiom the Buenos 
Aires suburb of La Pateinal. In 1969, 
one of his neighbours' sons called at 
his home and said “Whv don’t you 
come to watch my friend’ You might 
want him in your team ” Cornejo ran a 
boys’ team in Villa Fionto. The team 
was called Las Cebollitas and Cornejo 
used to bring together boys who could, 
at the age of 12, be registered by 
Argentines with the Football Associa¬ 
tion 

Accordingly, Cornejo went along to 
watch the local team run by Marado¬ 
na's father called F.strella Koja (Red 
Star). He recalls “i knew right away 
that this boy could be a crack footbal¬ 
ler He was only nine but he had 
remarkable skill for a child his age. 
Not only that, but he obviously 
thought about his game too 1 took him 
into my team, and we played 140 
matches without one defeat ” 

In 1973, Las ('ebollitas won a junior 
championship, and afterwards Liara 
dona officially switched ovei to Argen- 
tiiios Juniors He began in the ninth 
team, and they won their cham¬ 
pionship After that he went into the 
eighth team and then progressed to 
the fifth He played only four games 
before he was promoted to the third 
team, coming directly under the super¬ 
vision of the senior staff. Vitamin 
tablets and injections became the 
order of the day to try to build his 
stamina, for the only feai was that his 
build and lack of height might hinder 
his progress In fact, it wasn't his 
fitness which delayed his debut, but 
bis mischievous tongue. 


I N the autumn of 1976, while sitting 
on the Aigentinos substitutes’ bench 
during the first team's game against 
Veler Sarsfield, Maradona was appal¬ 
led by the refereeing As the officials 
walked out altei the game the 16-yeai- 
old boy was unwise enough to say 
sarcastically "You’ll get plenty of in¬ 
let national matches like that, won’t 
you’’’ That cost him a five-week sus- 

S ension But once available a^ain, 
laradona was told bv Argentinos’ 
coach, Juan Carlos Montes, that he 
would be plavmg fur the first team, 
not just sitting around 
So, on Octobei 20, 1976, 10 days 
befoie Ins Ibth birthday, Diego 
Armando Maradona made his League 
debut as a substitute against Tplleres 
of Cordoba And whai a start! Haidly 
had he been on the pitch a few mi¬ 
nutes, than he was cheekilv playing 
the ball through the legs oi the Tal- 
leies piayeis Maiadona had arrived! 

Only lour months later, Cesar Luis 
Menotti named him in the national 
squad fur a Iriendly match against 
Hungary "He’s just in for the experi¬ 
ence,” Menurti told the newspaper, 
but secietly he had other plans Call¬ 
ing Maradona aside, he told him' “If 
everything goes well, you’ll play part 
of the game Tell your parents if you 
like, but don't date tell the news¬ 
paper ” 

And so, in the bSth minute, Marado¬ 
na became Argentina’s youngest-ever 
international and gained his fust sur¬ 
prise taste of international <uotball as 
a substitute lor Leopold Luque 
“When 1 went onto the field 1 was 
.scared to death,” he later admitted 
“But immediately Gatti cleared the 
ball out to Gallcgo, and he gave me a 
pass and after that 1 stopped wor 
rying ” Maradona later laid on a goal 
for Rene Houseman with a beautiful 
through pass which bisected the 
Hungarian defence He gamed three 
more caps in the run-up ti. the Woild 
Cup finals, but then came ilii^ period 
of unrest The World C up exclusion 
was the fust setback, the uii-off trans¬ 
fer to .Sheffield United the second 
It was a stunning decision by Menoi- 
ti to exclude him from the final squad 
Menotii had worked until the deadline 
with 25 playeis. who all knew that 
thiee would be d'upped “1 didn't like 
making that decision It really hurt 
me,” said Menoiti. “I just hoped rhai 
the boys would understand But I 
understand too that they might sa\ 
things in the heat of the moment- -iliai 
Menotti used them, and so on I told .ol 
the players that even in that case I 
wouldn't feel any the less respect for 
their ability as lootballers ' Maiadona 
'ivas one of the ihiee to be dropped 
Later, Maradona said "I was so 
upset, I |ust wanted to run home and 



hide Now that I have had time to 
think It all out properly 1 understand 
Menutti’s reasons He was right, I was 
too young and 1 hadn’t had the kind of 
experience to cope with the pressures 
of a World Cup, oi a long concentra¬ 
tion But at the time ” At the time 
Maradona stormed out of the camp, 
but realised, having done so, that all 
he wanted to do most dearlv was play 
for Argentina in the forthcoming 
World Cup tournaments The problem 
was How to make his peace with 
Menotti? 

By coincidence, a tup European 
sports goods film was trying to per¬ 
suade Maiadona to sign a contract 
with them He was uncertain What 
would he he taking on^ Would his 
team-mates be jealous and should he 
negotiate for them too^ Mat adona de¬ 
cided there was only one man who 
could advise him—Menotti They 
arranged to meet at the Argentine FA 
headquarters and he found, just as the 
manager had piomised, that there was 
no animosity ovei his reaction to the 
World Cup exclusion 

So, It was boots which reconciled 
Maradona and Menotti, the same boots 
“which 1 couldn’t afford when 1 was 
young Now new makes are brought to 
me every day to try People even pay 
me to wear them.” That is what is 
called de.stmv 

Indeed, unknown to Maradona, 
Menotti had long had his plans clearly 
mapped out for the Argenrinos Juniors 
inside left. First would come the South 
American Youth Championship, then 
the full national side’s tour of Europe, 


then hopefully the World Youth Cup 
in Japan 

Coming to the second setback, the 
on-off transfer to Sheffield United. 
Sheffield had virtually agreed to a 
£4SO,000 fee for Maradona as well as 
the centre forward of their team, Car¬ 
los Fren But, as Maradona said' “Ev¬ 
erything had been agreed on for the 
future of myself and my family I 
would get more than LISO.OOO Fren 
was as pleased as me. All the other 
players congratulated us Then our 
clui) president, said no It was all off I 
didn’t understand The dub would get 
L.‘)00,000 they badly needed as well as 
play three games in England ” 

Maradona threatened to walk out on 
the club, “unless they make up to me 
some of th,; cash I’ll lose ’’ Publicly, 
the club president blamed the decision 
not to sell on an AFA directive pro¬ 
hibiting transfers abroad of 40 young 
players born after July 19.'?9. This 
obviously included Maradona But in 
fact the list had not been issued until 
after transfer talks had been con¬ 
cluded 

In the League, Maradona continued 
to show consistent brilliance Not only 
was he the pivot in the midfield, 
working and scheming, creating all the 
openings, but he ended the metropoli¬ 
tan championship as the top scorer 
with 22 goals, exactly a third of his 
team’s tally Some of them were simp¬ 
ly brilliant efforts from the midfield 
after beating several opponents He 
was chiefly responsible for putting his 
modest team into an honourable fifth 
position That was 1978 


llaly s Tardelli (dark ahirt) succeislully marKed Maradona tor most of (he match between Argentina and the 
Rest of the World but he could not stop him from scoring here to pul his side ahead 
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But the transfer talks handn’t con¬ 
cluded. San Lorenzo made one bid and 
were rejected, Boca Juniors (his pre¬ 
sent club) made another and Rosario 
yet another, then came Napoli from 
Italy, and finally, and most senously, 
Barcelona What decided the Spa¬ 
niards was Maradona's brilliance m 
the South American Youth Cham¬ 
pionship Argentina finished runners- 
up to Uruguay to clinch a qualifying 
place for Tokyo, but Maradona was 
without doubt the number one player 
of the tournament 
In the opening game against Peru, 
which Argentina won 4-0, he scored a 
magical goal, dribbling three-quarters 
of the length of the ground, past one 
man after another, before beating the 
goalkeeper with a fierce shot on the 
near post Even the Uruguayan fans 
chanted his name during the final 
Latei, at Tokyo, he led his country to 
win the Junior World Cup 

O NCE back in Buenos Aires, Mara¬ 
dona was plunged into more intri¬ 
gue Barcelona vice-president Casaus 
made an offer of £500,000 to Aigenti- 
nos “We won’t even bothet to tonsid 
er It,” said the president of the club, 
Consoli So Cdsaus went round to the 
back door and talked to Maradona He 
offered him a home for his lamily. a 
car and £700.000 foi tour years Mara¬ 
dona instantly asked Consoli why he 
hadn’t been told of Barcelona's in 
teiest and why the club was not ready 
at least to negotiate Consoli reluc¬ 
tantly, agreed to talk to Casaus “We 
want one million pounds foi Maiacto- 
na,” he said, hoping that would scaie 
off the Spaniaid But he hoped in vain 
“Right,” said Casaus, “we can pay that 
over a year, if you agree’’ Consoli 
didn’t dgiee 

Meanwhile the fans gi evs lestive and 
Maradona felt obliged to explain him¬ 
self “I’d love to Slav and plav lor the 
national team, but 1 hope the tans 
understand that if an oiler comes 
along which would ensure .security loi 
myself and my family foi life, then 1 
would have to take it ” Meanwhile, the 
1979 season commenced and once 
again, for the second ycai running, 
Maradona headed the goal-getters’ list 
with 14 goals, al.so becoming Ameiu a’s 
Footballer of the Yeai. The next sea 
.son saw him taking this rule yet again 
So brilliant was his performance, that 
the choice was automatic and there¬ 
fore no surprise. He finished with 495 
points, and was followed by Zico ol 
Brazil with 292 points and Fillol (River 
Plate, Aigentina) with 120 points The 
difference was indeed so ptotiounced 
Maradona has been a regular in the 
Argentina team after that fateful ex¬ 
clusion from the World Cup squad. He 
was a key figure in the match that took 
place exactly a yeai after they had 
won the World Cup, when they played 
against the Rest of the World. He went 
to play at Wembley against England 
last year where the youngster had 
been given the kind of publicity buil¬ 
dup otherwise reserved for a Pele, a Di 
Stefano or a Cruyff But as the match 
progressed, Maradona proved that it 
was not undeserved. On that tour, he 
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Matriaona (far tight) scoring against Brazil in the Gold Cup 


scored a hat trick against Austiia and 
clearly maintained the image he had 
created for himself with his devastat¬ 
ing displays against Holland and Scot¬ 
land, on Argentina’s tour the previous 
year 

At the end ol the 1980 season, he 
participated in the Gold Cup, which 
was won by hosts lliiiguav There, 
Argentina’s over-ieliance on Marado¬ 
na, especially in attack became evi¬ 
dent When he tailed to function, so 
did the Argentine attack Against 
West Germany he was heavily marked 
and admitted later that Bnegel, a 
furniei decathlete, was one of the two 
men who had marked him bettet than 
anybody in his life (the othei was 
Italy’s Tandelli, playing for the Rest of 
the World against Aigentina in Buenos 
Aires in 1979) It was not until Marado¬ 
na got away from his man in the final 
stages that Argentina’s attack got 
through. Against Brazil, he hung back 
too much, but scored Aigentina’s only 
goal, off an outstanding run up the 
right when he beat a couple of defen¬ 
ders before shooting hard on the run, 
on one of the few occasions he went up 
into attack. He was the only player to 
occasionally put the Brazilian defence 
into difficulty, either on tiis own or 
with deep passes 

Hardly surprising, therefore, that 
offers started flowing in yet again at 
the start of this season This time, Boca 
Juniors clinched the deal for 16 
months on loan until the 1982 World 
Cup in exchange for which Boca 
Juniors agreed to pay his club Argenti- 
nos Juniors (a) 2.5 million dollars for 
the loan of the player, (b) settle two 
debts which Argentinos Juniors had 
with a finance company and the 
Argentina Football Association for a 
total of l.S million dollars, (c) pay the 
15% transfer and the FA’s lew 


fee, (d) transfer four players and loan 
two more, all first learners, who.se 
combined value can be estimated in 
the region of 2 million dollars and (e) 
agree not to line up the player in the 
League matches against Argentinos 
Juniors 

It appeared that Matadona would 
recieve two million dollais from the 
club during the 16-moiith period 
600,000 dollais as a signing fee, 
another 500,000 four months later, a 
monthly salaiv of 60,000, 10,000 tor 
every friendly mat'h he plays inside 
the country, 20”, of the tlub’s lee for 
ftiendly matches abioad, 700 dollars a 
point while Boca Juiuois are in the 
tirst two places and 150 dollars if they 
are lower, with the stipulation that the 
difference will be paid if they finish 
among the lop places 

He would also be at liberty to 
arrange his own publicity contract 
with the club, only taking 20'‘i. if this 
involve wearing the club’s shirt This 
means Maradona would cost Boca 
Juniors around eight million dollars m 
16 months Even if he plays 100 match¬ 
es (including friendly ties), this works 
out 80,000 dollars a match 

The same day Maradona signed 
along the doited line, he turned out in 
an exhibition march in a packed Boca 
Juniors Stadium in which he played 
for Argentinos Juniors in the first hall 
and Bora Juniors in the second He 
followed this up with his first appeal- 
ance in the first division when he 
helped his new team beat Tallere.s 
Cordoba 4-1, scoring two goals from 
penalties 

Till the time of writing, his club is 
leading the League table, Maratlona 
having scored 13 goals, and helping his 
colleague, the veteran Brindisi to heau 
the table with 15. Brmdisi, and Mara¬ 
dona rnmbm** f« fnrm » IwrK-al mirlfiaM 


combination and both have helped 
their team to remain in the lead A few 
flashes ot brilliance along with a cou¬ 
ple of goals from Maradona ate gener¬ 
ally enough to guai anree a win But he 
IS generally heavily maiked and cun 
tinually brought down He has leaint 
the trick of how to throw himself at the 
penalty box and earn spot kicks The 
teal importance of Maradona is 
perhaps being felt by his old club, 
Argentinos Juniors, who have again 
reverted to what they were without 
him, a modest club snuggling to re¬ 
main in the first division, while last 
season they were the runneis-up 
Menotti, the Argentina national 
coach says of Maradona “He’s the 
direct heir to all the great Argentine 
players of the past You can see some¬ 
thing of our old football in his very 
movement The youngsteis are sur¬ 
prised by his artistry, the older fans 
see in him a Sivori lie’s not one of 
those players who fc-el th -v need their 
personal hairdresser in the changing 
rooms Nui is he always sounding off to 
the newspapers As fat as football 
goes, sometimes he’s a bit slow to go 
and look foi the ball, hut Fele was the 
same at hr> age this comes with time 
Diego has the potential to become the 
world’s number one 
‘ For me. he recalls a mixture of 
many of the talents of both Pele and 
Puskas But he's not a second one of 
either He’s Maradona, his own man 1 
hope he stays that way*. 1 hope he 
keeps his style, maintains his charac¬ 
ter. I once said of Maradona that he 
reminded me in certain ways of the 
young Pele Eveiybody twisted my 
w(>rds and said I believed Maradona to 
be the new Pele. That’s not right. This 
boy is the Fust Maradona.” 

Perhaps, then, the Eighties will be 
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It has not exactly been roses all the way for the wicketkeeper from 
Bangalore. ASHOK KAMATH met him to find out what the last few 
years have meant for the man who has experienced success and 

disappointment in equal proportions 


W HEN he was studying in the 
fourth standard, boxing fired his 
imagination. Naturally. It happened to 
be the most popular sport in nis school 
and the school's heroes were its box¬ 
ers. Before long, our hero-to-be donned 
a pair of boxing gloves and got into the 
ring to do battle. 

Given his natuial sporting in 
stincts—which first surfaced in sport 
forms like ^illi-danda, marbles and 
kite flying—it was the most logical 
thing to do The farthest he got in 
boxing was a “Best Loser” sash in the 
sixth standard. With his changing of 
schools the following year, he hung up 
his boxing gloves. 

Years later, a pair of gloves would 
take him places. Only, these gloves 
were not of the variety graded in 
ounces but the ones used for keeping 
wickets in a less sanguine sport callea 
cricket. In this department he is consi¬ 
dered the owner of one of the best 
pairs of gloved hands around. And, 
paradoxically enough, Syed Mujtabha 
Hussain Kirmani made his mark in the 
lower grades of cricket not so much by 
his penormances behind wickets as iii 
front of them. But more of that a little 
later. 

Kirmani was born in Pudupet, Mad¬ 
ras, on 29 December, 1952. He did his 
first two years of schooling at the 
All-Saints’ High School, Malapalli, 
Hyderabad and by the time he was six, 
the family moved to Bangalore where 
his father was transferred. (Papa Kir¬ 
mani was a Government servant, cli¬ 
maxing his career as a personal assis¬ 
tant to the then Deputy Finance Minis¬ 
ter, Mrs Shamshaudoin.) 

When the Kirmanis moved into the 
Jayamahal Extension in 1958, the 
place had hardly any “development” 
(id the town planning sense) The area 
was still being “reclaimed” with civi¬ 
lisation edging Its way in slowly In 
that sense, the Kirmanis were trail- 
blazers. 

Nearby was St. Germain’s High 
School, to which residents of the area 
invariably sent their children. The 



Behind the 
close shave 

W HOEVER called the new-look 
Kirmani the “Yul Brynner of 
Indian cricket” was not being fair 
either to Kirmani or to the legen¬ 
dary shaven-headed actor him.self 
(It is a different matter altogether 
that Kirmani likes the metaphor). 

But let us explain why Kirmani 
has adopted the new look Im¬ 
mediately after the twin tour to 
Australia and New Zealand, he 
went to Dubai to play a sponsored 
tournament and decided that since 
be was so close to Mecca-Medina, 
he migh. as well make the trip 
Even though it was nor the Haj 
season, he went through all the 
protocol just as a regular Haj visi¬ 
tor would. The upshot of the inci¬ 
dent was that he was immensely 
pleased with the results and de- 
aded to let the shaven head stay. 

“I intend to play the forthcoming 
series against England clean¬ 
shaven My beard, of course, will 
remain.” 


Kirmani of our story went to this 
school It was this school, which we 
referred to in the beginning, that saw 
young Kirmani graduate from gilli- 
danda, marbles, tops and kites to 
boxing 

At the standaid seven stage, “Kin” 
joined the school his elder brother had 
enrolled in—St Joseph’s Indian High 
School. Boxing receded into the back¬ 
ground, a little later disappearing 
completely from his scheme of thmgs. 
The indigenous sport forms con¬ 
tinued—each one attracting him dur¬ 
ing the season but never throughout 
the year. 

Then, along came this “guru” of the 
colony, a youngster named Udayaku- 
mar Shetty. Recalls Kirmani “This 
chap Uday, who is now a doctor in 
En^and, used to impress us a lot 
because he owned the first pair of 
cricket boots we got to see Further, he 
was a fast bowler, a real terror for us 
and because he had a very long run-up 
to the wicket, we called him our own 
Wes Hall. 

“Like most youngsters, we played 
our cricket with a tennis ball. A little 
later, we employed a ball made of 
cork—cricket balls did not last that 
long and they were too expensive for 
us to buy” 

Standing behind the wickets with 
someone operating with a cork ball is 
not something everyone likes to do. 
For a youngster, such an occupation 
requires guts bordering on reckless¬ 
ness. And the person who opted for the 
job then was, as history tells us, the 
one to wear the Indian blazer in the 
same capacity. “1 used to stand well 
behind and use bricks to stop the 
ball”, says Kin. 

In school, things were different. 
Young Kirmani took part in athletic 
competitions, hockey and cricket. He 
instinctively took the wicket-keeper’s 
gloves and as a dashing middle-order 
bat, he walked into the school “Under- 
12” team. 

“I was above average in three disci¬ 
plines and divided my time between 
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am acknowledges the cheers alter reaching fus maiden Test century 


athletics, hockey and cricket. Then, 
one day, my cricket coach, the well- 
known Keki Taramre, called me aside 
and told me to make up my mind about 
which sport I really wanted to excel in. 
He also advised me to take up cricket 
as he said I could do well if I concen¬ 
trated. At that moment, 1 don’t think I 
really took his advice seriously I 
wanted to have the best of three 
worlds’. Then came the Cottonian 
School Shield where I turned out for 
St. Joseph’s Indian Hi^ School in 
both juniors (Under-12) and the 
seniors. 

“Thereabouts, I decided that cricket 
was ^oing to be my game By the time I 
was in standard nine 1 found mvself in 
the reserves for the State Schools team 
and the next year I captamed the 
Mysore (as Karnataka was then 
known) State School team”, recounts 
Kirmani. 

T he boy who kept wickets and got 
runs by hitting hard worked nis 
way into the South Zone Schools team 
purely as a batsman In fact, he never 
kept wickets outside his school team at 
that level of cricket. 

From South Zone Schools in the 
Cooch-Behar came his selection for the 
Indian Schoolboys’ team against the 
Australian Schoolboys’ in the 1966-67 
home series The only gloves he wore 
for the series were batting gloves. 
(There were other more talented boys 
around who got themselves picked 
mainly for their wicketkeeping abili¬ 
ties). Coming in at number four and 
sometimes at number five Kiri ^ot 
plenty of runs—centuries in the fuat 
two (Madras and Hyderabad) of the 
five Tests and a 78 at Bombay 
Did all the furious sports activity 
take its toll on his academic pursuits? 
Kirmani replies; 1 was always average 
as a student, never brilliant but at the 
same time I never repeated a year 
until standard ten. Around standard 
ei|>ht, the time when I became regular¬ 
ly involved in sports, I suffered on the 
academic side And in standard ten, I 
decided to lose a year to make myself 
eligible for the Indian Schoolboys’ 
tour of the United Kmgdom. That was 
in the 1967 series. 

The Indian Schoolboys’ outfit which 
toured England was, without the least 
doubt, the best set of youngsters who 
have figured at that level of cricket. 
The team was led by Ajit Naik and 
among the other boys who were to 
make the Test grade were the Amar- 
nath brothers-^urinder and Mohin- | 
der—along with Kirmani. Those who 
did well in domestic cncket later were 
Rakesh Tandon, Laxman Singh, Raja 
Mukherjee and others. 

For the record, it may be recalled 
that the Indian Schoolboys’ team had 
the distinction of being the only 
team—senior or junior—which toured 
England without losing a single match. 
Kirmani was the vice-captain of the 
team and this time again he was 
chosen only for his batting capabilities 
and not for his feats behind the wick¬ 
ets. In fact, there were as many as four 
wicket-keepers in the sixteen—A A.S. 


1 












Asif and Karmakar, the official glove- 
men along with Raja Mukherjee and j 
Kirmani, wicket-keepers in their own 
ri^t but chosen purely as batsmen 
Kirmani got a century in the opening 
match of that tour, and finished fourth 
in the batting averages 
If one goes into this phase of Kirma- 
ni’s cricketing career in great detail it 
is to bring home the fact that as he 
went up the ladder he was doing less 
'keeping and more fruitful batting to 
retain his place, only to complete a 
dramatic reversal of roles a short 
while later 

On his I etui n from the successful 
tout ot England, schoolboy Kiimani 
set about tinishing his SSLC (school 
final I Later, he got his BA degree via 
a coiiespundeii(.e coiiise Came the 
otter fiom State Bank and he gtabbed 
I It 

After his peiformances with the bat 
in local competitions, the State selec¬ 
tors could nut Ignore him toi long He 
made his Raiip Trophy debut that yeai 
(1968 69) and had an uneventful 
match against Tamil Nadu (K K 
Raiagupal was then keeping wickets 
foi M' .<,ie Slate) 

After two matches that season with¬ 
out having produced ativ noteworthy 
peiformances with the bat, Kirmani 
was Ignored foi the following season 
To compound matteis, 'lest star Budhi 
Kundeiaii came back in Mysoie and 
made himself available foi that State 
after finding that the Bombay selec- 
tois had settled for Farokh Engineer 
(F inding hmisell unsute about employ¬ 
ment in the Mysore Stale team, Ra- 
lagopai migiated to neighbouring 
'Tamil Nadu to stake his claims theie) 
Around the end ot the 1970-71 sea¬ 
son, Kirmani as undei study to Kundei- 
an, found hmiself accommodated in 
the final XI Retails Kirmani “Budhi 
was to migrate to Australia at the end 
of the season anti in oui semi-final 
match against Bombay at Bombay, he 
told the selettois that suite that match 
was likelv to be his last, he felt that he 
would play in the final eleven without 
keeping wickets I was theieby resur- 
lecied’ 

That was verv kind of him, I thought 
and I thus kept wickets foi mv State 
for the first lime What made that 
match more memoiable was that I got 
76 luns while all the otheis snuggled 
We lost the match on the basis of 
conceding the first innings lead to 
Boinliav Since then, whenever I have 
not been playing Tests oi touring, I 
have not missed a match ” 

I F the game of musical chans for 
keeping wickets foi his home State 
seemed '/ver with the exit of Budhi 
Kiindt'raii, Kit mam lound himself a 
pailicip.iiii III all ideiui..al game at the 
zonal ciicket ti vel Bv then, Krish- 
nanuxu'tis vlio h.id established liim- 
self as tie' legiilai wicket-keeper for 
the Seicues li,icl iiio’cd in or to 
Flvderafi.id u'd i\,i' . oiisnleied as the 
I first wicl-et I ■- O' l im South Zone in 
the Duleei- 'l'ii)>ti' (. li.iinpionship 
For the loin ui tin West Indies, with 
; Farokh Fuigiiieei lo .uailahle, Krish- 


namoorthy was selected and in a terri¬ 
fic balancing act by the national selec- 
tnis, Kussi Jeejeebhoy of Bengal went 
as Knshnamoorthy’s deputy 
“For the tour of the United King¬ 
dom, which followed the series against 
the West Indies, I was selected as the 
third wicket-keeper With Farokh 
plaving only in three Test matche,s, 
Kiishnamoorthy and 1 played in Coun¬ 
ty games alternatively I consider my 
selection for the England tour a good 
break and within the limited opportu¬ 
nities I did reasonably well on the 
tour,” says Kirmani 
But on his return home came the 
first of the series of setbacks For the 
tour of Sri Lanka which followed, 
Bhai arh Reddy, who had just returned 
from a tour of the United Kingdom, 


with the Indian Schoolboys’ team, was 
pitchforked into the senior team as 
Krishnamoorthy’s deputy 
After having been kept out in the 
cold for the home sei les against Tony 
Lewis F.nglishmen, the next opportun¬ 
ity to stake a claim came foi the 1974 
tour of Englar'i Fighting for a place in 
the team, Kirmani came up with a 
knock of 68 in the Ranji final against 
Rajasthan at Jaipur 
“This innings, on the eve of the 
selection of the Indian team, drove 
home my credentials and I was 
selected as the number one reserve 
'keeper to Farokh Engineer 
Clive Lloyd’s men came and went in 
1975-76, without Kirmani being called 
to the Indian XI a'nd the man who first 
played for India in a non-Test Match in 


1971 had to wait till the 1976-77 twin 
tour against New Zealand and the 
West Indies 

“Farokh could not make the trip as 
he was having his benefit match that 
year from Lancashire and thus I finally 
made mv Test debut in the first Test, 
at Auckland, I had a very good debut 
series in New Zealand, equalling a 
world record of six dismissals in an 
innings in the second Test at Christ¬ 
church. But as we moved on to the 
West Indies, the nightmare for me 
started. 

“I was totally at a loss, unable to 
figure out what really happened to me. 
I kept badly and there was a general 
lack of confidence on my part. This is 
ossibly the worst nightmare I have 
ad while playing”, confesses Kiri 


With that bad patch behind him, came 
the home series against Glenn Tur¬ 
ner’s New Zealanders It was indeed a 
crucial phase for someone who finds 
himself with self-confidence in acutely 
short supply. 

“One national selector, whom 1 shall 
not name, told me on the morning of 
the first Test at Bombay ’’Listen, 
Kirmani. You had better buck up and 
pull up your socks This is going to be a 
do-or-die Test for you “ 1 knew that 
myself and in the nick of time 1 came 
up with an innings of 88 and retained 
my place in the ream.” 

R ETAIN his place he did, until the 
biggest shock of his life (thus far 
at least) came his way When the 
Indian team to tour England for the 









World Cup and the senes which fol¬ 
lowed immediately in 1979 was 
announced, Kin did not find his name 
among the list 

We asked him to recall those mo¬ 
ments and the circumstances leading 
to It “It IS my personal opinion that 1 
was still the best in the business 
around. I think there was a deliberate 
attempt by a section, a small section at 
that, of the Press to put me down All 
sorts of things were being said about 
me. 

“People started saying that 1 was too 
old and that my reflexes were not very 
good and that I was a traitor and ail 
uiat." The “Traitor” part was ostens¬ 
ibly a reference to his then imminent 
joining of the Kerry Packer circuit 

How did the Packer affair begin? 


“You see, after we toured Australia, 
the World Senes Cricket (WSC) peo¬ 
ple were obviously impressed with me. 

I But contrary to what some people 
believe, 1 was not offered a contract by 
Kerry Packer then We had returned 
to India and I was playing some match 
(I don’t remember which) in Bangalore 
when I got a message that Asif Iqbal 
had called from England and that he 
wanted to speak to me He had also 
rung up Sunil (Gavaskar). A little later 
Asif rang up again and he spoke to 
Gavaskar and then to me and he said 
that Packer was interested in offering 
contracts to Sunil and me and was 1 
interested? I said that like Sunil I had 
an open mind on the issue and our 
accepting the offer. He said Lyntoii 

wmil#! K* ar*n«rt*%a in llAvnKav 


and he asked us to have a chat with 
him and then decide. 

“Sunil and I met Mr Taylor at the 
Taj in Bombay and we received the 
terms and conditions and the contract 
forms which we were to sign if we were 
willing to join. Both of us said that 
since there was no particular hurry we 
wanted time to decide and we said 
that we would let them know when we 
had made up our minds either way. 
The matter ended there until the tour 
of Pakistan in the last quarter in 1978 
There we were once again given fresh 
forms along with some others like 
Vishy and Mohinder. No one had made 
up their minds and the Packer affair 
died down with the compromise 
reached before WSC was wound up ” 


W HY did he not accept the Packer 
offer eventually’ “There were 
various things to consider For one, the 
prospect of not being able ro play Tor 
the country again You see, in the first 
place I was considering joining Pack¬ 
er’s WSC because I knew 1 would be 
competing with the best And I think it 
was a great honour to be even consi¬ 
dered for the Series because that put 
me in the top bracket of wicket¬ 
keepers in the world.” 

But was not the money offered the 
mam bait’ How much was he offered 
by Packer? “The money was there, of 
course, but it was not the main or the 
only consideration. No, I’m afraid 1 
would not like to discuss the amount.” 
But to come back to the point from 
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Packer angle, we asked Kirmani when 
exactly he learnt that he was dropped 
from die Indian team for the En^and 
tour. 

“I remember I was playing a Tunes 
Shield match in Bombay. After the 
day’s play I was returning to my room 
in the Wankhede Stadium and as 1 was 
climbing up the staircase I saw Vishy 
and his wife trying to get Vishy's 
father-in-law on the phone I asked 
what they were doing. Then I remem¬ 
bered that the team was being 
announced that day and they wanted 
to know from Mr Gavaskar whether 
the team was announced in the even¬ 
ing. Finally, when Vishy did get his 
father-in-law on the line, the latter 
started reading out the list of those 
selected For my benefit, Vishy was 


repeating each name after he heard it 
at our end. After Vishy had the last of 
the names I realised my name was not 
there and 1 thought he was just fooling 
around But Viwy was dead serious. 
He asked his father-in-law to go 
through the names once again and 
then my worst fears were confirmed. 

“Tears rolled down Vishy’s cheeks. I 
think he said something like. ‘It’s 
unbelieveable. Kin., take it easy’. I 
was absolutely speechless. Vishy 
asked me to accompany him and his 
wife to a movie 1 said ‘No thank you ’ I 
went into a trance. I just left the 
stadium and hailed a taxi The taxi 
driver asked me. ‘Where do you want 
to go?’ I said, ‘1 don't know’ He said 
‘But how can I take you anywhere 
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“I told him to ]ust keep on driving 
and not to stop until 1 told him to 1 
assured him that he would be paid his 
due and he kept driving for about half 
an hour All 1 did was sit back and 
stare at the upholstery of the cab 
Somewhere I woke up from the trance 
and asked the cabbie to turn around 
and take me back to the Wankhede 
Stadium When I got out, the meter 
showed 55 rupees 
“That night 1 did not sleep But the 
next morning I told myself There is 
nobody bettei than me as yet I will 
come back into the team soon ” 

And come back, as we all know, he 
did in the senes against Kim Hughes’ 
Australians which began one week 
after the Indian team returned from 
England 

S O much fur Kirmani the cricketer 
W’hat IS Kirmani like as a man^ 
From the superficial knowledge 1 have 
about him, he seems friendly in a 
enuine sort of way People in the 
now describe him as a walkie-talkie 
edition of Dale Carnegie’s “How to win 
Friends and Influence People " Kirma- 
m describes himself as the kind of guy 
who “leally likes meeting people ’’ 
This was testified to by a couple of 
his colleagues m the bank where he 
works Said one “You can see Kin 
there. He is refereeing an intra-branch 
!>all badminton match for the lady 
dff members He is not the type who 


would consider such a thing below his 
dignity ’’ 

Does he ever tire of trying to be 
all-things-to-all-people-at-all-times’ 
Does the glare of publicity worry him’ 

"No, I am basically like that I have 
never felt the lack of privacy because 
of being a Test cricketer On thfe 
contrary I still feel good when people 
recognise me m puDlic. As a rule, I 
always oblige autograph hunters, un¬ 
less, of course, I have an appointment 
and I am in a hurry to keep it The only 


On toast 

T he day we interviewed Kirmani 
at his Shantinagar residence, 
Dilip Vengsarkai’s article on him 
appeared in Sportsweek. Kin was 
thrilled with everything his team¬ 
mate had written about him, but for 
the part that says ne (Kiri) drinks 
occasionallv “I think he must have 
seen me raise a toast during our 
victories and thereby presumed 
that I drink. The fact is, 1 never 
touch liquor As a matter of tact, 
some of my Muslim friends and 
relatives were upset b^ause they 
began to wonder whether m fact I 
was drinking on tour and maintain¬ 
ing a facade of being a teetotaller 
at home ’’ 


problem about being a well-known 
personality is that you have to con¬ 
stantly be on guaid in public You 
know that if you make one little mis¬ 
take you will be in the news 

Would he have made it to Test level 
if he had given up keeping wickets 
early and stuck to concentrating on 
batting’ Kirmani replies. “No, I do not 
think I would have made it if I had 
stuck to being solely a middle-order 
batsman Not with the kind of keen 
competition around ’’ 

The man is often compared m terms 
of flamboyance and uasti to one of his 
redecessors—Farokh Engineer. Has 
e ever made an effort to build up an 
image consciously’ No he says Ht 
never envies the glamour that invests 
some of his colleagues. 

With a cricketing career of so many 
ups and downs, wouldn’t he have plen¬ 
ty of material for a colourful auto¬ 
biography’ 

“May be, yes. But 1 have not yet 
made up my mind about writing one 
yet ’’ 

Will he, if ever, write it before he 
retires or after’ 

“If at all, after.” 

And will the book contain “dyna¬ 
mite” like those of some of his col- 
leames? 

The stumper is stumped. 

“I don’t know I can only say that if 
and when I get down to wriung the 
book”. 
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Sunil Gavaskar 
should captain 
against England 

I 

But, says MANSUR ALI KHAN PATAUDI, should the selectors feel otherwise, 
the best man would be Syed Kirmani, albeit in a temporary capacity 

I T was one ot those situations where Fletcher to take over, and never mind consulted by his captain 
the selectors had precious little if he is also a temporary replacement In Countv ciri les it is said that he 
choice With Brearley quite sensibly of a temporary captain In fact, Fletch- can read the trend that a Raine is 
declining the post, in spite of the er’s credentials are more than respect- likely to take earlier than most others 
convincing win against Australia, and able. He has had a good season with He is also considered a competent 
Boycott never considered a suitable the bat, and on his last tour of India, it plavcr of spin, though this pai titular 
alternative, who else was there but was noticeable that he was frequently aspect has less relevance m present 



Kimmv drops Tolcha/d to the anguish ot Chandra In the opinion of Itw author, Kiman could be capable ot leading the Indian side, albeit in a tempo'jry capai iiv 















Indian condition!) than it did a few 
years ago And so it is more than 
reasniiablu to expect that England will 
continue to have the services of a 
captain who will enjoy the respect and 
full confidence of his team. 

And wliat about India'' The time is 
approaching for the annual general 
meeting, when the selectors will be 
elected, and soon after the captain 
Thei c' are those who ai e already advo¬ 
cating a change. It is felt that like 
Botham, Gavaskar, once unburdened 
with the cares of captaincy, will again 
tesume to delight the statistician, and 
satisiv his fans In similar circumst¬ 
ances, if somebody like Vishwanaih 
had been the captain, one may have 
concuricd with this line of thou|;hr, 
because highly talented players like, 
Vishwanath, Botham, and before them 
Compton and Miller are instinctive 
perlormers, better left to their own 
devices and ceitainlv not to be given 
added lesponsihility unless it is abso¬ 
lutely unavoidable 

Gavaskar is just as talented, but in 
style and attitude there is little simi¬ 
larity. and there seems no justification 
in the aigument that the cares of 
cap'^uiiicy were lesponsible for his fai- 
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lures with the bat The team’s, as he is 
surely awaie. lie elsewhere 

In a long c..reer one is expected to 
fail at times and theie is no permanent 
damage if it is followed by success, 
and with the English bowlers being no 
mure hostile than those who suffered 
while Gavaskar scored his 220 at The 
Oval, there seems no obvious reason 
why a return to foim is not imminent 

Looking back to the Iiido Australian 
scries one can only recall one tactical 
error, which had a conclusive bearing 
on the result, and that was the deci 
MOn to bar first on a helpful Sydney 
wicket In those coliditions it was very 
unlikely that Lillee and the nthei fast 
bowleis v'ould have let many batting 
sides, let alone India, take the initia¬ 
tive The decision thereafter to go for 
a draw at Adelaide, and try one's luck 
on a itickv and imeven Melbourne 
track, came in foi initial criticism, but 
m the end proved that the Indians had 
hit on the only solution which could 
save face This is not to say that 
Gavaskar’s captaincy is without 
blemish 

It has been suggested before and by 
more than one commentator that in 
Australia and New Zealand the Indian 
captain became pieoccupied with his 
own failiiies, to the detriment of the 
team This can remain only a conjec- 
ruie, unless, as seems to be the latest 
fashion, some of the players intend to 
revel all Till then there is no necessitv 
or need to change things as they stand, 
but if the selectors feel otherwise, 1, 
for one, cannot think of a more sensi¬ 
ble choice than Kirmani, but of course 
oiilv as a temoorarv measure 




Gavaska'm action aqamst Pakistan mil ha find his form’ 
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England’s 

new 

helmsman 

ASH IS RAY profiles 
Keith Fletcher 

* I'll^'l I ifUlier Wdukl laptain 

L in Kidi.i was .1 toro^ono 

»>1111.luMdt, Ik' w,l^ viituallv the oiilv 
> iiiiK f, wi'li \likt Kiddilev (.ommicted 
If >1 ((1111 St in psythoiiiinlvMs this 
I'liiilu'i, as Ian Botham is 
i I nstiit'i I d imu II ton valuable a 
i 'inpom-iii ill lilt' -nle—ho pr;)ctRall> 
■..till iho i-'i'ii'- .iiMinsi \iisiiaiia 011 Ins 
iisii ui Ik- InircJent'il liv the 
li'■lioiship .mil Ri>koi Knight, clespitf 
Ins ipi.ilitif .IS skippei I'. IjLkitig in 
if't I'speiifm. 1 '. rlif onus had 10 tall 
.11 ihc 'hills '.moil viMi old Fletcher, 
.1/(1 sii-w lull'd i.sscs, iwi. voats back. 


to their first ever County title, as well 
as the Benson and Hedges trophy 
It might seem a bit strange that the 
English selectors should teveit back to 
a man who has not plaved Test cricket 
in the last tour yeais Indeed, he hasn't 
donned England’s colours since the 
Centenary Test in Melbourne in 1977, 
but England have a problem 
The expeliment with Botham tailed 
miserably, Bovcott is deemed as much 
loo selfish a cricketer to he a good 
captain, and Ciooch and Gower not 
looked upon as elements who should 
he distracted from then batring 
responsibilities In any case, the last 
two mentioned aie not captains at the 
Countv level, which, irrespective ol 
the departute in Botham’s case, is still 
lated as an important criieiioii 
One lecall.s the msiaiicc ot Richie 
Benaud being preferred to Neil 
Haivev against Petei Mav’s side in 
lySS-iV) because the Australian 
selectois and particulaily Sn Donald 
Bradman spotted in the lornier a tlaii 
lor leadcTsliip And how right du'ii 
judgement inovod 10 be' Theie is also 
the example ol Mansur Ah Khan 
Pataudi not leading either Hyderabad 
01 South/one but holding the leins lot 


India. But the same inspired approach 
has been largely absent in the 
En^ishmen's style, which, though less 
influenced bv the e,sseatials of 
pedigree, is still comparatively 
conservative Perhaps, a faulty sy.stem. 
But there it is 

Ui course, Fletcher’s nomination is 
not entirely a negative step Despite 
his exclusion trum the Ihigland side in 
lecent years, he has remained a highly 
lospected cricketer, admired fui his 
abilities as both batsman and skipper 
In tact. Bub Wilhs, England’s vice- 
capiain lor quite some time strongly 
canvassed loi his appointment as 
captain last veai when the ciuesiioii ot 
leplac'ing Brearlev first cropped up 
This support IS likely to lingei during 
the forthcoming tour And, joining him 
in this sentiment will be several oihei 
membeis ol the squad So, the matter 
of coopeiatiun is inimediatelv sorted 
out 

But how well he haiidlc-'s Botham is 
ceiiainlv going to he iiiieiestiiig to 
watch For a start, the two li.ive oevei 
leafuied tn a Test inaich tugechei 
.Secoiiiilv, Its 'jiiite well l<riowii that 
Botham wanteci ihe i ajit.iincv hack 
He does tiiii bt'lieve ihil his 


' . .. " .if)P'e/iwns(i.e;v attw twoa irruck on Ihe parts hlalrher it the oon-stnker 
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astonishing comeback has anything to i 
do with being relieved of the | 
leadership, although nor even his i 
staunchest supporters would now v 
accept that Finallv, it was a sun of £ 
mutual admiration lietween Brearlev i' 
and Botham which brought out the i 
best in the latter Will he “vibe” in the 
same manner with Fletcher’ He might, 
and piobably will, but, perhaps, not in 
as cor! -istetit a fashion as with 

Brearlev 

Fletc her is obvionslj delighted at 
being recognised, and spoke ol the 
Stirling sensation one encounteis 
when plaving cricket in India He 
made particular reference to the huge 
crowds, citing the phenomenon of 
iiinetv thousand spectators in ] 
C'alciittti, hut he also drew attention to I 
the pressure's that accompany such an 
enviionmeiu whii li he is well awaie ol 
having been theie twice “Kvperience 
IS crucial foi a tout of India” he 
rcmaiked, whicli rnanv took as a 
: pointed mticism ot all this talk about 
I trying out youngsters Indeed, ii loiild 
i mean that the quota ot newcomeis 
I could be lediiced considerably fiom 
' the figure once envisaged 

I A rinse tint rietchci lives 

to liqlil another .Iav 




Kwlh f-lclchi" on his ur-t visit In CalcuttH 

One ot the mam reasons lor 
endorsing Fletc her’s candidature is his 
adroitness against spin Tho.se who 
witnessed his unbeareii 97 at Madras 
in 1972-7^ will iinhesitatinglv vouch 
foi thyis qualirv, and in fact, when 
Chandrasekhat was slicing thiough 
the Kss'ex innings at Chelmsior I two 
years ago on another turner, ir was the 
captain again who came to the rest tie 
He has iiist undei 3.000 tuns in S2 
Tests with an average ol 40 20, which 
IS quite leasonable il not oiitstanciing 

However, Fletcher's is clearlv a 
short term assignment, and much will 
depend on how well he fares in India . 
Next summet it’s again India, along I 
with Pakistan—neither team boasting 
a retinue of fast bowlers, which has 
been the real bother for Fletchei over 
the yeais—and he could well be kept 
on at the helm An important 
indicatio'i will be the choice of 
England's vice-captain Here, the 
selectors can easily demonstrate a bit 
of foresight by naming a younger 

g ayer for the tob, instead of someone 
ce W-iliis, -Who can’t be verv far from 


} ihe end ot the ro.iJ Iutle"d, he- li.is 
I lulled to completi both ihe l.isl two 
! wiritei lours bieuking down i*i 
I Ausltfiliu and the Wesi Indies II wil' 
I be remarkable il fu last, ibt ilistaoit 
: this time in Indi,i 

; Bui there should Im> tio sonies on 
ihis couiii legatdiiig 1 lot, lie' liei.ius. 
he is still fit. and lo a ciil.im evu.m, 
lining to go as a lesiilt of having been 
kejtt (jur ol the limelight foi sonic 
time I'urtbeinioie the tensions ot 
captaincv should not afleci Ins game 
I He tends to thrive on responsiliilitv 
He IS also likeiv in win niBiiv friends 
with his qiiui', iiittoverted tiiitlnok 
But belore he ernbaiks on the trip 
he’d like to w.n at least one rrophs this 
season in the Schweppes (ounts 
Championship. althnugli 

Norttngham.shire at the momeni, look 
the best placed, Essex arc still in witii 
an outside chance ni grabbing tlu 
honours And in th« ,)ohri Plavei 
Sunday League, they are the ones to 
beat With a domestic ncle undet ih*- 
belt, Fletchei will he jusi aboui opi 
and ready to take on India 




Patrick Eagar 
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Profile 


Rodney 
Marsh: 
Genius 
behind 
the stumps 

ABHIJIT GHOSH and V 
KESAVAN profile a 
legend 

T Hr Seveniii's saw Atisti.iliari (i ick 
I'l III ihi' di)l(liiim<. attfi siiiriniiu’ 
(li'lt'iiis lit ihf haniis (>1 South Atiira 
((Ml in I'iro €»iid l.iiplarul (() 2 l in 
h> 7 () 71 B'li livn nil'll w»ie soon to lilt 
Aiistialia to (li,v\ hciRhts, iMiiunM 
itu'ii iniiiitiv nt'w ii'spi’ii iiKiii ketin^; 
iirilos Iwo ot thesi- itii-ii wen- the 
illustiioiis ChcitipoH hiothcis, Ian and 
('.leK llu'iiihei two were the excinnji 


Iasi bowlers Denis |,.l 
li‘e and )eH Thonisoii 
The tilth was an i-biil 
I lent w 11 kel keept i 
baismaii named Kud 
iiev William Maish 
riiese five hel|>ed 
I liiiiip,( (111 entile mm 
(lies ion ot Ausiialiaii 
iIK kel inoiildni^ (hi 
team irilo a U>iniidalili' 

Test siile 

Maisii had nevei had 
It eass 1 Ill'll' was plen 
tv ol I a It'lit 111 the 
spheii ol w'likelkeep 
ini' and Kiian label, 
then ,11 the heiHhl ol Ins 
piipn l,*i 11\ w.i' not 
Uoiiii; to lie .1 piishovei But Marsh had 
one \eiv p'otnineni man to ih.itnpion 
hisiause the f:re,it Don Biadni,in .'sii 
Doiiahl s.iiit; (ns piaises, tiKlitinf; pei 
sisleniK loi the iiii liision ol Mai sli ni 
thi ii.itional sidi'loi the Dl/O 71 sene'- 
a^.iiiist I'.nfitlanil The leasnn loi ihi- 
Don''- basking was not haul to lind 
he feiientlv believed that Maish was a 
hettei batsman than aii\ ol the nihei 
wiiketkcepi IS on the Aiistialian ui 
cnit at the time 

Indeed. Maish had lust p,aim'd 
seleriion tot Western Aiistiah.i as ,1 
batsman, siorinp a leiitiirv apainst thi' 
lourinp West Indian'- m the second 
innini>s ol his debut match in 1 %S-(>‘I 
Amonjj his most notable battinp leais, 
howevei, was an inninps ol 21 (i lot his 
.State apainsi Pakistan a li'W years 
latei Sn Donald, shrewd campaigner 




Ateish la«g»s a bnMnt omeh rmnam IMy«Mr m i»m touith r«M of ma otmom oahas 


rh,il III w,i' lealiseil 
the necessity ol siieng 
thening Aiistialia’s 
middle iirdei hatting, 
the \ ulnerabilitv ol 
whii h had hc'eti iiidelv 
^ exposed agaiiisi South 
Alrica rims it w','s that 
Maish w,is go eti his 
chance 

Marsh sui lived a 
baptism ol lire in his 
first Test senes with a 
magniticeni 'ij not out 
at Mrlbimine In that 
senes the Australian 
critics nicknamed him 
“Iton (doves" bciaiise 
of the nmnbei ->1 limes 
he dropped the hall, hiii the talent was 
t leai Iv visible in Ins aggicssue 
,i])|iioaib to the ganii' and Ins abiliiv 
as a bdismaii An immcnselv luiid 
hittei ol till' ball, otteri lulling sti.uglil 
back ovei the bowli'i s he.id, and ,i 
nilhles, s(|nait--initer ol .uiMh'iig 
shotl, he has also pioved himsell i.ei 
:ihle ot plavuig delensivi ciiiket v'lth 
an impeciahiv sti light hat Mowevei, 
he IS iiatuicillv .1 haul liitimg leti- 
handed batsman who bat be,l when 
the chips are clown At Mam hestei in 
1‘172, when the Aiissii iMttiiig ml 
hipsc'd, he pulvi rised the I'-iighsh bow 
lets lor loin sixes wlulc' sconng ^'1 
invaluable nins 

Marsh also ha-, 'he ilislinclion ol 
storing the hist Test teniiitv ,imo(ig 
Australian w'K kelkoept'i". Ol his thiei 
Tesi hundieds ihe besi is peih.ips his 
110 not nut against I'.ngland in tlu 
('entenaiv Test in MelboniTu in 1477 
w'hii h brought aboni ,i ghii lous vk lot’, 
loi Australia 

T ill'' oaih pan ot Marsh's lest 
laieei was nor exaclh strewn with 
roses He had to cio'.s sevei.il hvirclles 
and oveicome sialhing ciiiKisni hi' 
lote III finally lound ,i( c eptatii e in 
Aiistialian ciickc't ciiiles Seveial 
among the Australian ciitiis, mi hill¬ 
ing the illustr.ous laik 1 iilgletori, 
wiote him oil as loi pident and i liimsv 
Although Marsh held tom cauhes on 
his Test debut, the Cl itiis dill iioi sp.ire 
him tor the three rhan< es he let oft 
They disparaged him in lonipatisop 
with England's .Man Knott, who was 
then in peak toim 

Howevi’i, even this criticism could 
not dampen his lighting spun Marsh, 
despite the adveisities wa-, detei 
mined to carve a niche toi himselt in 
the world ol cricket At that tune he 
tipped the scales at an alarming 217 
lbs, thieatening to outweigh even the 
eailv 20ih centuiv heavy-weight An 
stialian bnxei W' W Armstrong 
His team-mates dubbed him “Bac 
chiis” after the tJreek god of wine, but 
Marsh tackled the serious problem ol 
being grossly overweight through 
rigorous self-di.sciphne He abiured his 
favownte viands and beverages and 
instead began to gobWe up catebes 
behind the wickets Bv sacrificing 
beer, bread and potatoes and htmtmg 
his Iwnc-h to just three pieces of fruit, 
the !i BV'' Marsh ftnally nMnMtged ro 
strike the right ratio b e Tw een irnffn 






<ind weight 

fonsequently, of loursf, ht* be<anif less tluinsv ami moie 
lonfident behind ihe stumps The shedding ol supeiHuoiis 
flesh bhaipened his skills so greatly that Denis iailee. 
ptoLlaimed the heavy debt he owed to Marsh lor Ins 
tremendous suitess as a fast bowlei 


12 Tests edth to set then iespec»i\e teouds After the end 
ol the Old Tialtoid Test. Marsh’s tallv ol dismissals against 
1 iiglarid had incieased to 11‘) while that ot Knott against 
Austidlia stood at 1U4 

Maish’s second wot Id lecoid was the logical outcome ol 
his fust one His 100th dismissal against I nglaiid enabled 


IIiriiiriiuuua .. —--- , f i l ■■ . i. vl.lc 

'\s rf witkctkecpei hv is as duobaiit as Godtir\ Kvai\s To him to suipass Knoti s retold of ^44iauht;s m» now lioius 

Stuait Suiridge he is “the gieatesl wicketkeeper to pact iiill ihe end ot the Did lialfoid lest) the lecoid lot tlie 


bowling the wot Id has ever 
seen ' Keeping witktis 
against such last bow lets as 
Dc'tns l.illee and )ell Thoin- 
soii. as he has been doing tor 
well o\ei a deiade, is a daunt 
mg 'ask III aiiv lespect 
Robtisi and biave. Maisli 
li.is louiageuuslv laced the 
constant batteiiiig ot his 
gloM‘d hands liom balls iin- 
le.ishecl ai <i speed ol aioiind 
'10 miles pet luiui b\ l.illee. 
Ihoinson .mil mole leceiitlv 
I’.iscoe and \ldeimao His 
lumcis some!lines gel bimsed 
although he liv“ ia|)e annmd 
his Imgeis and p.n ks Ins 
i'J(»'i-s wall loam I ulilu'i He 
oli' II li.is e. '.ind 27 paces 
))• liiiici 1 111 si Kks, ili\ mg 
c.ilil' clown lilt !( g side when 
I III I'-iw I'M n I s 'll ins dll ec 
non nminn.'g to stop ihe 
ti'Mi’iil.i'x 'iiiimd boimieis 
• md limilii i ini’ op to ihe vvic k- 
. ; Hi Iii IcI I en.. 11 . 

I c.ii'iiig higii I'l dp mg 
M.ii-!i li p 111 Id soni'j 
,i'.i. ."i.lmg i all lies I he dis 
'Ms.li 'I* 'IlU'il's out il'. llP 

111 ,1 I fill ii.ii^' wliii li In. I'lok 
' !l'i I I'M i.liA e ’ 11 111 ! on 1 he 
P ,1 .n!' 'll disnii <s di ii'i I mi 
•' I ii! I III I'll iiiL'i Km I < ap 
Mill "it 'In i'.iwImg ot M.i\ 
l\ .'!l I I I'l the \iii kliiiiil 11 si 
■M I''" I hicidi mull', ihi- w.is 
li' 1 ii.i. h , ,,! c !• I n I est 
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It'S! 'illkcl 

' ii'i >.i!i\e c "ini ill I m •> iBnS 

III I'lav 10 I 'll'' I'll ak 

I " kei ^|c 

"I Jit’ll 

I.Ill'll 

K"ii p 

I o|imi.'ii il'al ‘\lai -li is aill ai ^ 

j till- ii\ niomeii: tin besi , 

I Ik ■ aiidiiv "I i Ins stal'iiieni "t 

I is 1)'s! ci.iii.mteil o\ Maishs ss ^ .. . ^ 

.n li'■ \ eMii'iits p a wiiket 

' ketpei Ihimigl'eiil Ins (i si mm 

i c;;:,;;:, 

I tiolils ihiec will Id leioiils all n^g^sh m a oolhgoranl moot} 

sei dm mg the I mieiil seties ' , . , 

I agamsi iMiglaiid , stialiaii .stale >eli. !"i • .'1 

F irm Matshlnokt .Vlaii Knoll's lei md "I 'I'l disiinssals .il ihe .State team .iml 'i 
(91 latches, M stuinpmgs, set against Ausiiali.ii and llui Maish .s .'■M..ini,ii 

I iiealc'cl the lecind ot a "icnlinv" ol dismissals ag oust one jictts wianglmgs "t team 

I pailiculai loimliv when he langht Bob W'oolmei m ihc the simiips ms' ,is he 

i ric'iit Budge lest against l.ngl.iiicl Ihis w.cs his lOOth deiade wiili i st-'\ 

1 dismissal ( 9 1 I aught, 7 ^tllmpecl I agaiiisi Lngland llowei ihestuiin's hpiuiloeili 
I ei. hoih Maish and Knott leqiined, bv sheei imninlence, bowlei > "ur ol iln g""i 


maximum mimbei ol latihes 
" lib4) III the histoiv III lest 
cricket Knott is nevi oiiK to 
Maish m ihis legaiil with 249 
catches 

I Mttish legisteieil Ins rlnid 

wot Id lecoiil on Julv IB m the 
fust mnmgs ot the Heading 
ley IcM So I at. Knoll had 
been the holder ol 201 dismis 
sals- -the ma.simum lakeii by 
a wicketkc'epi'i m 'lest mck 
el But on iliai ila\ Maish 
ovei shaciow'i'il hi'' gieai b.ii- 
glish Miunieipaii and look 
his 2b4lh dismissal ’.vheii he 
caught the M ilouhtahle laii 
Boihaiii 'ft the bowling ol 
Dents I illee Ihe. is all tlu' 
mole 11 iiiaiI ill'll' I'l cause 
Maish lequiiei.' .’2 lests less 
ih.iii .Man Knoti i" .ulnece 
this teat I 111 the eiid *-1 the 
tilth I'esi at 'lid liatloid 
M.II'll had not-In d up 2^'"i i 
dismi sal', m 7' lists, 'ihile | 
L Knoll had a lalK "1 2liB \u , 

■k tmis m ‘*4 lest'. | 

'Tt yCARSH s spm I mi’, spint P | 
iVim iimsimaine wnli hp 
dextiiitc m 11 ii Km Dm mg 
• 3 the (eiilen.i'\ li'i m Mel 
||A 1 bouiin' 111 1'i7' In M'pilleil ! 

IB Dc'iik Kaiiilail. tin' I nglish j 

^ h.itsman To ihi iP.im rtllci 
-.«ii|Bk the mii|>oi' Iniil i e.i n imn 
■ikjH oul 1 auglil bi'liind'he we kt1 

^Hjjjj hail ifiKi II ihi !('<1 

lii'uiiit l.aiei whi'i' ' 

Imii i.ipla'ii t'.it g • li.ii'in ll 
,ii|\ ised Ills lii.ithel I'l'i". 'i 






Rodney Marsh m a oalhgorani mood 


dcliM’i .iiidci.un I!' ' 

bal 1 'll I 'll B' " ' i 

lleilgi ' W m Id Si I ' ’.p !' 

ui'leil 'U I'l m.iI h "■ ' I’ ' 
hem lit , I hi reh'. '■ ' ■ 

bar 'in.II) M' l.‘ . l.'i ' '! " 

ihai'c 11 t'in.ng i 
c.inilili Ni w /' i' " ' 

ill! m.i'i I M.' !' 

\i . dm' I ... I 
i\ ini' lie ''I'-' I 
im', "I I'l.(I 1 .". , ' I' 
i!ic ini.ibK ',11 di.iii I ' ll. . I 

I in., 'hi me 1'“' .e. "■! ■' •' 

II 1 I ill I ,l*'i|' h'' ' I d ll ‘ h*’ 

SI ll I fill 1* I 'I.S] in' 'll ll li .1’ 

III .11 I mi hull h\ 'll III '" 

Ili||l I esl , .ipliUli. ' . ' 

1 hiii'^iiig Kim lliigln's i ' ' 
capl.uii "t 'be '"ii'iiig ^ 11 ’ ' ' 
Inin team l" I iiL'I.io'' ' ' <' 
was leii all I he \\ > !■ i " i" 

ili'posi it Mai sh ‘ . ' 

ilh d Himhe m I'ls '.'1 i 


stialian .stale >eli' l"i • '1 " ilepos'd Maish ■. '1.. ■. 

1)1 the State team .m'l 'tiM.'lliil Hughe m lus ;'l i 
But M.iish .s .'seiili.il!'. a !'.'m mm Not 1"' lu'' 
petti w'l .mglings I it ti'.im jn.hiii'. Hi .Mil di' hi' i"li h' * 
the slumps ins' as he h.p Imn let liis i .n.'iti' uiei i"i i 
deiade wiilii it-'i "I 'innitettou \ti,l m't"i" 

the St null's Ins t u 'to e 'll *11 s 1 1 'ina.i' . o'isl U" 11U 
howlei' mir ol lln g'lnmil 


CHETAN CHAUHAN 




'¥AL bA>t‘<4 


Interview 


I owe most of my 
inspiration to Sunii 

CHETAN CHAUHAN tells SUJEET MOHANTY 


SPORTSWOKLD: Do you think 
Sunil Gavaskar will regain his form in 
the forthcoming series against Eng* 
land? 

CHAUHAN Let me honestly say 
that Sunil is going to come back wifh a 
bang He is expected to come back 
with a vengeance and score handsome¬ 
ly He IS too good a player to be 
content with low scores for a long 
time It IS a tragedy that cricket fans 
and spoits commentators have never 
tried to understand that every great 
plciver sometimes goes through a lean 
patch But this nnlortunate pc*nod can¬ 
not continue fot a long time 

SPORTSVVORLD: How would you 
assess Sunil Gavaskar as a batsman 
and a captain'-* 

CHAUHAN- Being always at the 
opposite- end, I am supposed to be the 
bt-st iiiclgt of the authenticity ot his 
liatsmaoship 1 lan emphaticallv sav 
that he IS not orilv lechincally sound as 
a batsman, but he is also an astute 
captain \ skipper should be one who 
has the iriheietit abilitv to exiiact rhe 
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Chelan Chauhar claims he nwes a heavy debt to 
Sunil Gavaska for the maionty of his success 


best out oi his team Again, a skipper 
is like a father, harmonising the va¬ 
rious elements ot a team that mav pose 
a leal thteat to its own integrity Sunil 
also possesses this quality In fact I 
owe mote than 70 pei cent of my 
success to the inspnation which I get 
from him by batting at the other c-tid 

SPORTSVVORLD. The younger gen- 
eration has become crazy about Itopil 
Dev Can you account for this trend? 

CHAUHAN- Today all the kids 
want to emulate Kapil Dev I think 
that five to ten years ftom now, the 
fashion of the day will be fast bowling 
Fifteen years ago, voungneis wanted 
to become a Bedi, a Ptasanna, a Chan- 
drashekhar oi a Venkataiaghavan 
Now, though, there is a fascination for 
fast bowling 

SPORTSWORLD- There is no 
deaith of young opening batsmen in 
India Which of them, do you think, 
have the brightest prospects of playing 
Test cricket for India? 

CHAUHAN: Santeeva Kao, Siik 
kanth. Arun I,al, and Kuiu Sethi arc 
the young cricketers who liavc the 
blight piospects of playing Tests 

SPORTSWORI.D- Would you com¬ 
ment on the much-discussed standard 
of umpiring in Australia and New 
Zealand'-* 

CHAUHAN: Though 1 am bound by 
dll agieement with the Cri Control 
Boarci not to sav anything about the 
Australian and New- 'Zealand tours, I 
can say that with the intioduction of 
slow- motion TV rht- umpiies have got 
to be more cautious because if they 
commit mistaki-s the errois will be 
easily noticed In this ccintexi I have 
great respect tor [tuky Bird and our 
own Swaroop Kishen Noi that the 
otheis ate bad. but these two have the 
inherent capacity lo control the play¬ 
ers and the match This is what makes 
a good umpiie 

SPORTSWORf-D Do you have any 
regrets in vour life’ 

CHAltHAN- Ves, 1 have 1 feel pity 
for my coach. Mi Kamal Bhandarkai, 
because his services arc- not being 
utilised Wliatevei I am today- is due 
mostly to niv coach He, 1 think, is ont- 
ot the tiiiesi coaches in India today He 
has the sott of iniiiition to realise- 
which young piavc-i has the possibilitv 
to piospei in fulute, and devott-s spe¬ 
cial attjntu>n to these boys 1 still 
ic-colleci that, while 1 was studying at 
Wadia Coliege. I’une, I was not even 
included amongst the tw-eniy plavers 
selected foi the college team It was 
only when I requested Mr Bhandai 






Chelan Chauhan in an aggressive mood 

kdi, to include me at least within the 
selected twenty, that he conceded to 
mv request It was only then that he 
“spotted” me When I once got scared 
ro face an inswinger and got myself 
out, he came fuming at me, bran¬ 
dishing a wicket in his hand and gave 
me a whack on my bottom, saying that 
the ball would not have hurt me more 
than that It is a pity that his services 
have not been lecognised My second 
regiet ielates to the money we get 
from playing Tests, which is heavily 
taxc-d If, aftei playing 17 'tests at the 
costs Ilf my family’s displeasure, 1 get 
Rs 1,20.{»00, I appeal to rhe govern¬ 
ment, not to the- Boaid, to do some¬ 
thing about It Now you can see how 
much a Test crtiketc'r really earns 

SPORTSWORLD- Do you have any¬ 
thing to say about Bedi’r recent allega¬ 
tions against Gavaskar? 

CHAL'HAN: Please do not involve 
me in this controveisy I love peace 
and I hate controversy I have great 
lespecr ioi Sunil both as a player and 
as a captain At the same time, though, 
I must say that Bedi has done a lot foi 
the impiovement of cricket in Delhi 
and also foi the promotion of the 
interests of cricketers in our country. 
In fact. It was he who took the initia¬ 
tive* of forming the Players' Associa 
tion in India. 
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Focus 


Bhopal hockey tangle 
settled—finally 

SUBHASH SARCAR traces the beginnings of 
the trouble 


T it till' iK'iiplt* t>t Khopdl, hdckev i' a 
All eKe pales in 
coni|>ai isdii v\i(h iliis Kaine, which i.s 
utidcnialiK ilic opitiin of the masses 
hvcivont' Ml ilie aiCii can talk know- 
Icducahlv on the siihieci for hours at a 
stmch and aiituments often involve 
sirdiijtets who slop h\ to give their 
point 1)1 view 

Kit^kshaw pullets need no invitation 
to Stan ii disioiMse on the game 
I'.vfi’ me IS a iiockes fanatic A 
touinanieni is a niagnei The people of 
Khopal lan lesisi anything hut a hock¬ 
ey came I liev will tonveige on the 
venue on thiii hiindieds. leady to pick 
faults 1)11 the pail ot playeis and 
umpiies alike When thete is a hockey 
game in the olfing all else is forgotten 
Foi a long time 

The leniaikahle thing about this 
fetvoiii IS il'It the aveiage person is 
capable ol ludging players and offi¬ 
cials alike, viewing them dispas 
sioiiatelv in oidei to give a verdict 
Indeed. Bliopalis still talk in animated 
tones atioiii tlic fiei|ueni hockev bat¬ 
tles between the nitantiv teams of the 
thetiprincch st.ite Ihen eves light up 
when they discuss luiw the game fust 
took loot in the aiea oi when they 
recall tin heioii deeds of the historic 
Bhopal VVatiileiei s This team included 
the two famous hockev stats. Rashid- 
11 /Zatai and Ismail Abbasi 
The Bhopal Mm key Association 
came into being in 19.11 and the inau- 
guial Ohaidi'IIah Gold Cup was initi¬ 
ated bv General Obaidullah's son 
Kashid. both of which events form an 
iritegial pait of Bhopal’s hockey herit¬ 
age [‘inallv. the pride of the Bhopal 
people knew no bounds when Ahmed 
Shei Khan and Akhtar Husain donned 
the couimv's colouis 
Aftci the inception of the BHA, the 
affairs of the game were conducted 
smoothiv undei the presidentship of 
Justice .Salamiiddin Khan, the founder 
ot the association, who was ably sup¬ 
ported in the discharge of his duties by 
IVIa.shkooi Hasan. Rai Lala Mulk Raj, 
Viiay Gupta, 1-akliruddin. R N Nagu 
and S .Afiabuddin till the pre.sident's 
death in ISTI It was no secret that 
Justice Khan wanted Mansur All Khan 
to be his successtir The latter, howev¬ 
er, declined initially, although he 
agreed'-alheit leluctantly—to fight 
fot the post of president 

However, an undercurrent of ten¬ 
sion was already beginning to make 


itself felt uiulei the teadership of the 
former BHa secieiaiv V'ljav Gupta, 
who was (oiiii managet of the Indian 
hockey team at the Barcelona World 
Cup The Idttei is a criminal lawyer by 
profession and leniained iii otfice for 
no less liian 17 vears, in one capacity 
01 another In 1977, all posts of the 
BHA well- tonrested foi the first time 
111 the history of the body Rajindet 
Malhoiia—bettei known as the ladio 
commeiitaioi--deleated Mi Gupta in 
his ipiest lot the post of secretaiv 
Insignificant though it seemed at the 
tune. It was to tianspiri- latei that this 
single incident was to sow the seeds of 
fiituie discoid 

When, iheiefore, Malhotra resigned 
in mid-teim, Gupta tnumphantlv 
announced, ‘Tie has tesigned because 
he was unable to control hockev The 
result of this was the muitiei of hockev 
coach Sliatic|ue Pathan pi tor to the 
Madurai Nationals His inetficiencv 
compelled him to relirupiish his post as 
secieiatv’ 

But Malhotia was quick to retaliate 
“Mr Gupta cannot tolerate mv teimeii- 
dous .social standing Besides, rheie 
arc other reasons for him to feel 
lealous I am a top management con¬ 
sultant, a radio comnieniator with All 
India Radio in both hockey and crick¬ 
et The point is, I just did not have 
sufficient time ro devote to mv post in 
the BHA and this was the leason foi 
my lesignation I stepped down voluti- 
taiilv" The fact is that nothing like 
this had ever happened in the history 
of Bhopal hockey and Mr Aftabuddin 
was co-opted as secretary to till in the 
Rap 

Ghutran-e-Aiam—BHA oresidenl 




Naseem Salamuddin—BHA sacratary 

Although the BHA pi esident agreed 
to fresh elections in April, the Madhya 
Pradesh Government forced the Asso¬ 
ciation to follow the four year guide¬ 
line as laid dowii Thus, Mr Aftabuddin 
continued fo> another vear and had 
the piivilc'ge of helping oiganise the 
golden jubilee celebrations of the 
body 

At this stage, the name of a piomin- 
eiii hockey player—Aslam Shei 
Khan—came into the picture It is 
widely acknowledged that he was a 
mere tool in the hands of Mi Gupta As 
an old Bhopal hand put it “Aslam 
believes in short term glory only. He 
cannot (oncentiatc on anything for a 
vers long time, as evident fiom his 
hockev and politic s Aslam has gone on 
lecoid as having said he would bung 
back gloiy to Bhopal hockev, but this 
was a gimmick, calculated to get him 
self into the limelight and nothing 
else A number of his announce¬ 
ments—staging benefit matches for 
old players and the staging of memo 
rial tournaments—were never meant 
fot implementation The sole intention 
behind such statements was that of 
personal publicity Even his plan for a 
hockey hostel in Bhopal was frowned 
upon He had asked the government 
foi I^nd before he had even submitted 
the scheme 

It IS indeed true that Aslam is ambi¬ 
tious, but certainly the charge of per¬ 
sonal satisfaction cannot be substanti¬ 
ated After his hockey days were over, 
he resigned from Indian Airlines and 
dabbled in politics despite advice from 
local MP Ghufran-e-A/am to concen¬ 
trate on hockey and play in one last 
Olympic Games The hockey star, 
howevei, remained adamant, sought 
election and lost miserably from the 
Bhoipui constituency Thus, then, was 
the background to Aslam’s entry into 
hockey adminisnation side by side 
with Vijay Gupta A rival body was 
formed on Febiuary S, 1981 with 
Aslam Sher Khan as president and 
Gupta as secretary. This was done 
despite the threat of a legal notice by 
Mr Aftabuddin It is alleged that 
Aslam and Gupta neglected the all- 
important stipulation of producing a 
voters' list Furthermore, it seems, the 








ThB first all-Indm tournament Astern iiher Khan (sitting second fmm right) played in was in 1961 at Madras 
Saifia CollegB became runners-up in the MCC loumament, which included Ghulran-e-A7am (fourth from 


lett) 

nameii of the offite-bearers were not 
furnished The intention, although un¬ 
stated, was patently clear a parallel 
body was being tormed. A story was 
spread to the effect that an Indian 
Hockey Federation observer was 
being sent to surpervise the elections, 
but no such observer ever showed up 

Mr M S Senger, the director of 
Sports and Youth Welfare was proc- 
laim(;d the IHF and MP Government 
observer but he later refuted this, 
saving: “I did not act in such a capac¬ 
ity 1 was neither an IHF observer, nor 
was I acting on behalf of the State 
Government as stated by Mr Gupta ’’ 
After this statement, most of the clubs 
involved pleaded that they had 
attended the meeting in question sole¬ 
ly because they had been led to be¬ 
lieve that the IHF would be repre¬ 
sented 

Meanwhile, the body governing Indi¬ 
an hockey knew nothing of the latest 
developments It only knew that elec¬ 
tions were about to be held, but it did 
not know which group was about to 
hold them. More ludicrously, even 
while the Punjab Hockey Association 
informed the BHA about the schedule 
of matches in the Jullundui Nationals, 
Vijay Gupta was preparing to send his 
own team for the same tournament. In 
the meanwhile, Aftabuddin had in¬ 
formed the IHF about the formation of 
a parallel group in the State and the 
IHF president, l.M Mahajan, replied 
“The IHF is being dragged unneces¬ 
sarily into the internal affairs of the 
BHA”. 

The parallel group, however, re¬ 
fused to deviate from their aim of 
sending a team to the Nationals, de¬ 
spite a warning from the Punmb Hock¬ 
ey Association. Ultimately, the break¬ 
away faction’s team went unrecog¬ 
nised Though former IHF vice presi¬ 
dent Mashkoo: Hasan, with the future 
of the players in mind, suggested that 
a combined side be fielded, Aslam 
remained adamant and refused to 


agree Aslam then left for Delhi, claim¬ 
ing that he would get clearance fur his 
team through influential politicians, 
but he failed to return, leaving his side 
high and dry. 

Vijay Gupta tried his level best to 
have the Bhopal issue raised at the 
IHF meeting at Julluiidur, but when 
the topic came up lot discussion, Ghuf- 
ran-e-Azam (vice president ol the IHF) 
announced “We aie holding our own 
elections in April and would like ihe 
IHF to send an obseiver" This is on 
record in the IHF minute books The 
elections were indued held in April 
and weie conducted bv Mr Aftabud¬ 
din Mr I-akhruddin presided over the 
meeting, while Mi Akhtar Saeed, a 
leading advocate in Bhopal, func¬ 
tioned as elettion officer The IHF 
observer was one Mi Katare The out¬ 
come of the election was that Ghufran- 
e-Azam assumed the post of president 
and Naseem Salamuddin took over as 
secretary, all the other office-beaiers 
being democratically elected 

Gupta, meanwhile, retaliates by 
saying “Ghufraii called an election 
after having assured him.self of the 
support ol his personal favourites He 
declared himself the BHA president 
and Naseem Salamuddin the secret¬ 
ary In my opinion, he was just seeking 
to use his influence” 

Aslam, meanwhile, was geared tor a 
showdown It was feared that he would 
try his level best to sabotage the 
prestigious Obaidullah Gold Cup as he 
did not want the Ghutran group to 
take the credit fur the tournament 
Thus It was no great surpiise when the 
top teams decided to give the tourna¬ 
ment a bye, puzzled bv the contusion 
over the running of the Gold Cup. In 
the words of Nassem Salamuddin, “Af¬ 
ter I took charge as secretary on April 
26,1 took charge of sending letters and 
telegrams to teams that would be 
participating Most of them accepted 
our invitation and we then started 


informing them about our terms and 
conditions Concession fuims had to be 
sent to the respective teams and 
though we went to the station to greet 
teams, many of them never even 
showed up. This was because of confu¬ 
sion created by the dissidents, who 
claimed that they were hosting the 
‘real’ Obaidullah Gold Cup from ,]une 
12 onwards, which happens to be the 
monsoon here in Bhopal Is it any 
wonder then, that the top teams chose 
to stay away’” 

Continued Salamuddin, “We thank 
our lucky stars that we were able to 
host the Obaidullah Cup tournament 
eventually To local hockev lovers, this 
tournament is nothing less than a 
hockey festival, a kind of Mardi Gras 
One cannot help but wonder where the 
dissidents are getting its funds from. 
Money is not easy to come by these 
days, but they are certainly getting it 
from somewheie Let me point out that 
the team they sent to the Nationals did 
nut avail of the railway concession- 
s .this kind of thing cannot be easily 
overlooked ” 

With regard to the relationship be¬ 
tween the two bodies. Mr Salamuddin 
said “There are so many platforms on 
which one can choose to fight. I cannot 
understand why they had to pick on 
hotkey, a sport which is so close to the 
hearts of the jieople of Bhopal I am 
not saying that the Obaidullah tourna¬ 
ment IS our private property or anyone 
else’s It belongs to the people of 
Bhopal ” 

The tangle remain unresolved, with 
both sides sending a team to the 
Kolhapui Nationals in May One ques¬ 
tion that needs to be laised at this 
stage is how did the chan man ol the 
tout nament ask the two sides to form a 
joint team, especially since the Aslam 
Shei Khan group had not even paid 
their entry fee’ The blame seems to 
lest entiiely on the IHF While Maha» 
lan lecognised Aitabuddin's team at 
Juliundut, the lederation hesitated in¬ 
explicably at Kolhapur. What was the 
IHF up to’ Was It playing a double 
r ole? 

In the end analysis, the trouble boils 
down to a clash between Aslam Sher 
Khan and Ghufran-e-Azam. The latter 
commands a great deal of •'espect in 
the State of Madhya Pradesh and 
whisper has it chat Aslam was trying to 
encroach on liis popularity Said Ghuf- 
ran when asked to comment on this “I 
do not want to discuss the issue Why 
don't you ask Aslam foi his views on 
the subject’ I wouldn’t say that I am 
solely lespimsible fur what he is 
today ” 

But the Bhopal hockey tangle was at 
last resolved when the IHF recognised 
the group headed by Ghufran-e-Azam 
as the true i epresentative of hockey in 
the I egioii This decision, taken in the 
first week of August, was. needless to 
say, a long-awaited one 

But the last word on the is.<in6 must 
sutely go to a Bhopal hockey veteran 
who said. “Why was Mahajan so hesi¬ 
tant about resolving the tangle’" 

Why indeed? 


Ultimately, pedigree shows. 
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Good breeding invariably gives birth to good results. 


VVi,' liht lij !hill^ of our scooU'pm ab 
nioro llidti bleoli lieautv on two 
whorl',, Thor(juHfilii'Hfis 

Foi (lilt: IhiiiH, tht'v'vo come flown 
from the most oripirmi Sfuioler 
(ioHini! Ill the world llalian 

But there! b more Aiivway you look 
fit thorn. 


Sturdine«t. I'htr atrontiesl, most 
atnlrle scooter on the road. Truly 
broad wheel base 

Safety. Centrally nHiiinted eiijtine 
Porfordiy balanced. 

Canifort. .Am|ilt> lejjrooni for rider. 
Fiill-lenxth footrest for |jilliori rider, 

Elejianre. Wide ranye of pleasant 
shades and tones. 

All of wfiicii, pul loKelbei, e.xphiills 
why Over -4 (HTOWI sronlers are on 
the Iniban road 


/a/nf>v ISO 

The originals of a grand 
Italian design. , „ 
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INTERNATIONAL POLE VAULTING 

The sky is the limit 

RANJITKUMAR GHOSE 

D espite the fact that the Olympic motto is “Citius, 
altius, fortius” ^Faster, higher, stronger), the Games 
themselves seem to i evolve almost entirely around the 
words “Citius" and ‘’fortius”. To be precise, the altms 
component is confined to only two sporting disciplines, the 
high jump and the pole vault 
Of these two, it can be grgued that the pole vault is the 
more challenging, as well as the more spectacular. Indeed, 
a recent survey confirmed that it is the most popular 
athletics event among spectators It could be noted in 
passing that the pole vault event of the 1968 Olympic 
Games lasted almost till midnight—totalling almost seven 
and a half hours—keeping thousands of spectators and, of 
course, the participants as well on tenterhooks It was also 
no surprise that the event had to be disturbed frequently in 
order to hold the victory ceremonies of the other events 
It >.> obvious by the very nature of the Olympic Games 
that an Olympic record can only be set every four years 
This record can be, although not necessarily so, the world 
record as well. Thus, in the period between two Games, it is 
possible for world records to be set in various sports This in 
tact is precisely what is happening in the pole vault event. 

Wladyslaw Kozakiewicz, the Pole who previously held the 
European record, cleared 5 78 metres at the Moscow Games 
to take the ^old medal and also set up a new Olympic 
record This, incidentally, was a world record as well, but it 
was destined not to last more than a year Thierry 
Vigneron, the most famous of the French pole vaulting tno, 
(the other two are Rhilippe Houvion and Jean Michel 
Bellot) improved on the Pole’s mark earlier this vear, but 
his new record was destined to be even mote short-lived 
Twenty-one-year-old Vladimir Polyakov of the USSR did 

i 'ust a centimetre better to wrest the crown shortly after 
ncidentally, Polyakov is the first Russian to hold the world 
pole vault record However, this was a record which several 
people, including this correspondent, thought would be 
broken by the great Konstantin Volkov, also of the USSR 
Without attempting to belittle Polyakov’s achievement, one 
IS tempted to say that it was a sort of aberration, corrected 
brilliantly by Volkov himself on August 3 Volkov cleared 
5.84 metres and the world recoid went to the man who 
deserved it most, so to speak 
Volkov had been one of the favourites fur the gold at 
Moscow, while the others in the running were Polyakov and 
Tnofimenko (USSR), Vigneron, Tadensz Slusarski (Poland; 
The last named had won the Olympic gold at the 1976 
Games Volkov, however, had to remain content with the 
silver. Actually, he and Slusarski tied at 5 65 metres, but 
Volkov was placed second on the “countback” rule 
l^y was Volkov so widely tipped for the gold at Moscow’ 
His past records will explain. He held the world indoor 
record (5.64 m) He was the 1979 USSR pole vault champion 
(5.55 m) and in 1980 won the US,SR winter championship in 
addition to the more prestigious European championship 
■ Before winning the USSR championship gold (‘979) 
Volkov, then the world junior champion and .silver medal¬ 
list at the 1979 European indoor championship in Vienna, 
said "My personal ambition is to clear 5 65 metres. When I 
achieve that 1 can start my assault on Olympic heights ” 
The young man from Irkutsk (Siberia) has more than 
fulfilled his promise 

Konstantin Volkov ir a chip of the old block His 
pole-vaulter father Yun Volkov coaches him. When the 
Volkovs shifted from the Ukraine to Sibeiia, the senior 
Volkov took charge of a .sports school there which special¬ 
ises in the pole vault The school is now famous throughout 


the USSR Konstantin wAs among the first pupils of the 
school, which is now busy training budding gold medallists 
of the country. As a matter of fact, the Irkutsk pole vaulters 
are the most respected lot in Europe, not to mention the 
USSR 

Sowjetunion Heute (the German language edition of 
Soviet Sports) in its June 1980 issue predicted that 
competitors at Moscow would be able to reach 5 80 metres. 
Five months later Sport in the USSR which said that all 
records were in danger, put the likely world record at 5 85 
metres Volkov is on the brink of that mark, but there is no 
reason to suppose that the record will not be broken It may 
rest at a higher level Personally, 1 shall not be astonished if 
the year 1981 witnesses a record of 5 88 m It may be Volkov 
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himself or it may be one of the many others lying in 
background—Polyakov, Vigneron, Kozakiewicz and Slu- 
sarski, to mention only a few 
Be that as it may, the record may be broken any time 
Uneasy lies also the head that wears the crown of a world oi 
an Olympic record The charm of the whole thing is that 
both record-holders and their prospective rivals know this 
and silently do they prepaie for the eventual showdown 
And in the process the record will go higher and highei 
How far? That we do not know The sky is the limit, you mtiv 
say. And is this not literally so in the case of the pole vault 
at least? 

I NSTEAD of unnecessarily busying ourselves with the 
possible point of saturation oi diminishing returns in pole 
vault OI even with speculating how precarious is Volkov’s 
perch at the top, we can better try to assess the strength of 
the leading pole vault 'powers’ From the statistics avail¬ 
able, It seems reasonably certain that in the next few yeais 
to come, the battle for world supremacy in the pole vault 
will be characterised by a severe Russo French duel 
The world records of Polyakov and Volkov are sort ol a 
warning to the world ot sports that the Russians are coming 
As Volkov himself savs, pole vaulting “is growing moie and 
more popular in the Soviet Union with every passing yeai 
No other country has smh a large reserve of first-class 
pole-vaulters ’’ Duting the 1978 season more than 60 Soviet 
athletes cleaied five metres and 17 of them topped the 5 .10 
m inaik 

And what about the Ftenchmen’ The world famous 
sports newspaper L’equipe calculated that in the seasons ot 
1979 and 1980, Fiench pole-vaulters cleared 5 55 m (and 
higherl no less than 42 times, including 23 times between 
January and July last year' And the Vigneron-Bellot- 
Houvioii mo had the lion's share Eight oi those 5.55 m plus 
vaults weie by Bellot, five bv Houvion while Vigneron had 
to his credit seven including his first world record perform¬ 
ance (5 70 m) which he repeated only three weeks belore 
the Moscow Olympics It was indeed a pity Vigneron could 
not do well at the Lenin Stadium Otheis to be watched with 
interest are the Poles, who did so well in the last two 
Olympics, and the East Germans 

Ol couisc, no one should forget the USA In fact, if is 
difficult to ascertain then current strength, since thev were 
not present at Moscow However, it must be admitted that 
in the Seventies there was indeed some sort of a decline in 
the U S supremacy in the sport They monopolised the 
Olympic pole vault from 1896 to 1972 when Bob Seagreti, 
gold medallist in Mexico, lost his title to Woltgang Vondwig 
of East Geimany Seagren was at a disadvantage because 
his “catapult” style ol vaulting was banned USA-USSR 
contests in athletics are always of absorbing intcnest, and 
one moil* such contest will enrich the spoit of pole vaulting 
Strangely, this is one sport which does not have a Gieek 
oiigin It has a British heritage The Fen district of eastern 
England is dotted with .marshy patches including ditches 
and dykes and in Saxon days, Englishmen showed the 
encroaching Normans a clean pair ot heels by vaulting ovei 
those obstacles with the help of a long pole To be exact, 
that was pole “climbing” as distinguished from “vaulting ” 
In any case, that was the beginning 
Since that hoary past, many brilliant athletes have 
associated themselves with the sport How can one foiget 
the American ‘Dutch’ Cornelius warmerdam who reached 
4 5 m (15 ft), the first vaulting milestone It was a 
tremendous achievement on his pan to have cleaied that 
height 47 times before any other vaulter cleared it once 
Another milestone was reached by the Greek Christos 
Paparicotaon in 1970 He crossed the IS-foot barrier when 
he cleared 5 49 m (18 ft ‘ i inch). Mention must also be made 
of Robert Richards of the USA, the only athlete to letch 
three Olympic pole vault medals (bronze m 1948, gold m 
1952 and 1956) 

The use of fibt e-glass poles has brought quite a revolu¬ 
tion in the sport And it is a proven fact that recoi ds have 
considerably improved since the introduction of tuch poles 
Man’s inventive genius being what it is, one cannot rule out 
newer poles with which new records will be set eventually 
But that IS a matter of the distant future Till then we shall 
have to be content with what we have at hand 
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News: National 


TTFI SELECTION CONTROVERSY 

Why I quit 

FAROKH KHODAIJI tells HARESH MUNWANI the 
reasons that forced him to resign from the TTFI 
selection committee 


I N what seems to be essentially a 
dispute over the actual powers and 
functions of the selection committee of 
the Table Tennis Federation of India, 
Farokh Khodaiji, one of the members 
of the committee, walked our of the 
meeting to select the Indian team for 
the Pyong Yang international, because 
he felt that the TTFI honorary secret 
ary M C. Chowhan was overplaying his 
hand as the convener 
Th** 39 year old Khodaiji, who be¬ 
came the national champion in 1966 
and 1967, represented the country for 
nearly a decade Besides, he had ear¬ 
lier served as a selector from 1975 to 
1978 He said, “Ranga, dunng my 
earlier tenure, never interfered in the 
selection process He was willing to 
leave it to professionals With him it 
was a question of trust ” 

“At the rnont meeting I found that 
everything was pre-determined, who 
was to be seleited and who was to be 
diopped. It was an exercise in plan¬ 
ning and 1 was not willing to be a 
rubber stamp”, mused Khodaiji 
The selection committee consists ot 
Thiruvengadam (NIS. Delhi), Jagan- 
nath (Railways), Mir Khasim All 
(Hyderabad), Suresh Ciawde (Indore), 
R Bhandari (NIS representative) and 
Khodaiji (Bombay) 

Chowhan, as secretary, is the con 
vener of the committee and Gawde is 
the co-ordinator, but his role, however, 
IS not exactly defined For example, he 
does not have a casting vote as 
chairman 

“As tonvener, Chowh-in’s authority 
extends to informing the selection 
committee as to what should be the 
guidelines for selecting the team If a 
player is not to be considered on 
disciplinary grounds, that’s fine But 
Chowhan insisted on wh,U lire com¬ 
position of the team should be It was 
nothing short of interference,” sard 
Khodaiji 

Elaboraiing on the issue, Khodaiji 
said, “I had suggested that since the 
Pyong Vang event was not going to 
affect India's ranking in world table 
tennis, wc should send a team ol 
youngsters My argument was that 
with the seniors around in the team, 
the juriiois don’t get much of ai, oppor¬ 
tunity and It can be really frustrating 
This point of view could be explained 
to Marijit Dua and Chandrasekhar; 1 
fini sure they would apprecrate it The 
former has been playing for nine yeais 
and the latter for five years. Whatever 


they could have leaiiit from exposure 
in international events, they have 
picked up 1 wanted to use this oppoi - 
tuiiity for our youngsteis To piove mv 
point let me give you an example At 
Novi Sad, Siiram did not play a single 
match in the team events while Kam- 
lesh played just one With Manjit and 
Manmeet in the side whai chances are 
the youngsters going to get’” 



ChandrashekhBF was he deliberately sidelined ? 


“But Choishan said Manjit had to go. 
because he was among the probables 
for the Asiad The governmeni has 
sanctioned Rs 5 lakhs for the prepara 
tion of the team toi the Asian (ianies 
and if t.hev do not tirid Dua in the leain 
for Pyong Yang, they mav piotesi." 
Khodai]! said N'olhing could be moie 
absiiid In the firsi place, it was wioiig 
ot the TTFI to wiite to the government 
to lake permission to include Maiiiii 
three months prim lo actual selection, 
even though he will be outside the 
2.5-year age limit This was done with 
out consulting the selection commiitee 
and was tantamount to usurjiing the 
prerogatives m the seleciois Second¬ 
ly, the TTFI made it out that this 
25-yeai age limit was as per the direc¬ 
tive of the Asian (iames Committee 
Only recently Buta Singh clarified that 
this decision regarding the age was to 
serce as a guideline So Chowhan was 
misleading the selection committee 

Khodain further revealed. “At that 
ciucirtl meeting of the selection com¬ 
mittee, rhe 1 iFT then asked me why 1 
did not want this policy of sending 
yt-.’ngsteis i.r be applied to the 
women’s event 

“I replied, that oui women, who aie 
ranked number three to eight above^ 
25, are automatically disqualified The 


number nines and tens are way behind 
Indu Pun. This gap is not so big in the 
men’s section and they definitely have 
a case This was an absurd suggestion 
and smacked of lack of vision, but 
unfortunately this was how some sec 
tions of the TTFI fell. 

“A classic case of supplying wrong 
data involved Manmeet Singh At the 
meeting we were supplied with a pap- 
ei which said that Manmeet Singh had 
won all the six matches at the trial 
games at Patiala Bui Manjii Dua and 
Chandrasekhar told me that Manmeet 
Singh never played any of these 
matches." Khodaiji said 

Of late theie has been a lot of 
criticism because Chandrasekhai, the 
national champion lor the last two 
yeais, was not in the team Khodaiji 
said, “They don’t want him He was 
told before the selectors had met that 
he would not he in the team 1 think i 
Chandra had a light with Pak I’ Gill. | 
the Korean toach and has hence lalleii I 
out of lac OUI I he plavers, beto’e I 
leaving Patia'a, had to sign ceitain 
vi.sd applicarion foiins Do vmi know 
Chandra was not asked to put his 
signature on those embassy loi ms’ Is 
this not a poiiitei oJ pie-m»‘ditatod 
decisions'’*” 

“During the natioiiai chain 
pioriships, when ihe new commiiii’es 
weie being seleded Ratal Kathiina 
was told in the jiiesence ol iwo [ilavei -, 
that It would be sufficieiit loi him to ! 
play the .senes against \ lel Nam tind 
that his lequesi lor not atiending ilie i 
training c ainj) due to his esainin.mons | 
was granted in ordei to make him I 
eligible foi the ream to Novi .Sad And j 
lel me lell you when the seieitcns sal 
clown to pick the team toi Noci Sad. 
Chowhan explicitly said that those 1 
who had not attended rhe camp should ' 
not he consiileied In table itnius ' 
elides Chowhan isn’t famous lot his ; 
truthfulness Th,ii was .t big blow i > I 
Kathuiia The sc^cretaij had no right ! 
to make false pi onuses waihoiit con- I 
suiting the executive coiiiiniiiet ' 

“I know I was in a minoritv, but llU' 
pity was that rhe other selector-, re¬ 
fused to look bc'vond then noses 
There weic no discussions oi clelibeia 
tions Eveivthing was pre-planned and i 
smacked of nothing but short 
sightedness 1 figured that w.rs not the 
place for me to stay, so 1 quit The 
TTF'l can tell me that a paiticulai 
playet should not be considered feu 
leasons other than table tennis Other 
wise, the selection committee’s verdict 
should be accepted in toto I have 
nothing against Manjit Dua All I feel 
IS that thev have diffcient rules when 
It comes to Chandrasekhar 

“It was at this point that Chowhan 
flared up and said that the selection 
committee ts a sub-committee and that 
the executive committee can ovei-rule 
Its decision 1 told him ‘soiry, but 
that’s not true ’ This was against ail 
norms of sport and seemed to be a 
unique and isolated case Furthei, 
Chowhan wasn’t allowing the othei 
selectors to discus.s these i.s.sues It was 
at this stage that I got up and walked 
out,” Khodaiji concluded. 



NATIONAL CROSS 
COUNTRY 

Shivnath 

proves 

himself 

R unners at the ISth National 
Cross Country Championship may 
have had few complaints about their 
board and lodging but they were far 
from sure that they ran the correct 
distances In the junior and senior 
boys section, the distances were more 
than stipulated, but in the men’s, 
women’s and junior girls’ section the 
course seemed to have shrunk 
Organisation, it seems, is a widely 
misunderstood term in Indian sport 
The oiganisers of this championship 
failed to utilise the facilities offered 
by the Steel Plants to the comfort of 
the participants Even though the par¬ 
ticipant’s hotel was a proverbial 
stone’s throw from the stadium, the 
morning races gut going rather late at 
7 30 a m and the evening races a little 
eaily at 5 30 p ni At these hours the 
sun shone untolerablv 
However, there was one man among 
the 4‘sO odd participants who lefused 
to be overawed by the bungling of the 
organisers Shivnath Singh, who was 
dropped at the last minute from the 
Tokyo-bound Indian track and field 
team in June, gave a sharp rebuke to 
the officials who had discarded him on 
gtounds ol cieeping age 

Not even the pilot jeep which ob¬ 
structed his path could deter the veter¬ 
an in his efforts Shivnath, represent 
iiig Steel Plants, lan a well-judged 
tare and followed the leading bunch of 
Ddsrath, Harjit, Inder and Giirnam up 
to the turning point Then on he took 
thi lead and nevei looked back. Be 
hire the second man, (lurnam of Ser¬ 
vices arrived in the stadium, Shivnath 
had enough time to go through the 
official formalities and get back into 
his track suit 

Asked to comment on the race Shiv¬ 
nath remarked sarcastically in his own 
jargon “Hum buddhe se pooch kar 
kya karoge'^" (Why do you ask an old 
man like me’) However, he latei 
revealed that his coach Md. Iliyas 
Babar had extracted a promise from 
him that he would win the race in 
below 40 minutes. Shivnath’s faith in 
his- coach was enough to carry him 
home in 39 53 3 seconds Though the 
distance appeared to be slightly less, 
yet It was a magnificent effort 
On the treatment extended to him 
prior to the Asian meet at Tokyo an 
angry Shivnath retorted; “ye log 
kehte ham hum buddhe ho gaye, Agai 
hum buddhe ho gaye to hamen koi 
marta kyon nahi Jab humko koi ladka 
mardega to hum apne aap retire kar 
jayenge.” (These people say 1 have 


become old, if I have become old why 
doesn’t somebody defeat me’ The day 
any youngster beats me I will volun¬ 
tarily retire). Seeing his excellent con¬ 
ditioning and his confidence we can 
hopefully await the re-emergence of 
Shivnath in the Lucknow Open in 
October this yeai 

Another notable international m the 
race, besides Dasrarh Singh. Indei 
Singh and Harjit Singh, was Han 
Chand of Police Though Han Chand 
could only finish 13th he helped his 
team to dethrone the reigning cham- 

ions Services The lialante could 

ave tilted in favuui of Sei vices had 
the reigning champion I’ounam Singh, 
who was on a tour of Russia been 
present Services lost by a meagre 
seven points 

Not surprisingly, Sui |ii Kaur of Pun¬ 
jab recorded a woild cl.iss perform¬ 
ance by clocking 8 42 2 seconds lor the 
3km race. Once the race was on Siirjit 
gave little chance to her rivals and 
finished some 30 metres ahead of 



Shivnath Will retire the da^ he is beaten 


second placed Rachna Goel (UP) The 
team championship in this section was 
retained by Railways Chhobi Shah, 
Leena Dutta and Puiabi Pass placed, 
3rd, 41^1 and 5th, respectively, contri¬ 
buted significantly towaids winning 
the trophy 

Surjit Kaur also won the lunior girls 
title She pushed the 1980 3000-metre 
national champion Rekha .lain of Ra¬ 
jasthan to the se( oiid place However, 
Surjit’s efioris weie not enough to 
snatch the team championship ftom 
Paiasthan and Punjab could only fin¬ 
ish third behind Kainataka The tim 
mgs of this race wete not announced 
to avoid embaiiassment All the same, 
14-vear-ald Surjit has enough talent to 
be a winner on the track in the coming 
years Alieady she has 2 18 5 seconds 
to hei credit for 800 metres 

The winners in both junior boys and 
gills section had one striking similai- 
itj their coirect age—a laritv m Indi 
an spoit In the junior boys section, 
Gurmai) Singh (Punjab) and B S. Hire- 


goda fought It out up to the entrance 
but the last lap sprint of the former 
settled the issue It was during this 
race that for the first time distance 
irregularities came to light 
The course was around G 5 km in 
stead of 5 km Gurmail, who lecently 
clocked 15 28 0 seconds on the track 
for 5,000 m, could only clock 20 31 2 
seconds at Bhatinda The longer dis¬ 
tance surprised Hiregoda and he could 
not win even after leading for more 
than 5 km He was almost a dehy 
drated corpse after the finish. 

The disciepancies did not end here 
and only six runners fiom nine teams 
were allowed to compete in the senioi 
boys section When approached for an 
explanation, the organi.sets answeied 
that this was done at the instance ol 
Mi J S Saini, national coach But Mi 
Saini denied this and stated “1 wasn't 
even pre.sent when the race started ” 
This correspondent then contacti'd Mr 
G S Sivia, secietaiy, Amateiii Athletic 
Federation of India He promised to 
look into the matter and explained 
that no circulai announcing a change 
in rules had been sent to the State 
bodies. Contradicting his eailier state 
ment, Mr Si via on the inoiiow ■•'lated 
that a decision had been taken earlier 
but the State bodies could not be 
intimated on time As a last minute 
gesture the organisers could, at least, 
have permitted the runners coming 
from far flung States to compete with 
out taking into account their position 
for final standings 

More unfortunate is the fact that an ] 
allegedly "overaged’’ paiticijiant, Gur- 
nam Singh, an ex-iailwaymaii, was 
allowed to win the race One look at 
Gurnam’s easy paced running was 
enough to reveal his .maturity Guiiiam 
worked with the Railways foi almost 
three years before leaving le^entlv 
The athlete was stationed at the Sha 
kur Basti junction in Delhi One Rail¬ 
way official who had actually re¬ 
cruited Guinam, happened to be offi 
ciating at the finish post One remem¬ 
bers the days of late Mi I. R Khaniia, 
torniei AAIT secieiary, who liad on 
several occasions phvsicallv pulled out 
overaged participants 

The course, once again, was longei 
than the stipulated 10 km 1 he Andhra 
coach protested that the rmiie was 
changed at the last minute Raimdei 
of Andhra Piadesh could t.iO’e dime 
bettet than a foiiiih position had the 
couise been measured lorrectlv He 
was the oiilv oulstation lunnei in the 
fiont bunch of foui iiiiirurs tlie other 
three weie from I’uniab 1 he distances 
were eiratic as once again the timings 
weie not announced 

Distance running is lapidly gaining 
pujiularity in Andhra Prade.s’h and ev- 
eiy foitnight toad laces are organised 
at the I.al Bahadur Shustri Staduun 
The lesptinse shown by tieailv 200 
participants confirms this No wondei 
the Andhra team finished ahead ol 
thud placed Delhi Funiab laptiiied 
the lust three places and won the 
team championship 

LOKESH SHARMA. Bhatinija 


35 













The Britaniiia 
MiUcKscuit 



So good to grow Up m^fh! 



DeUdous, nourishing 













Newsroun d-up, 


RalasHian soccer 
dlspiile ends 

JAIPUR: After two and a half years of 
f action-fightin& calm now prevails in 
Rajasthan football following the set¬ 
tlement of all disputes between the 
two rival groups, one headed by the 
former Transport Minister Dr Hari and 
the other led by former Advocate- 
General Radhsikrishna Rastogi Both 
factions, in their bid to prove them¬ 
selves the official Rajasthan Football 
Association, caused a great deal of 
harm to the interest of football in the 
State. Each group went to court to 
challenge the other’s existence and 
the All-India Football Federation, 
moreover, added fuel to fire by recog¬ 
nising one faction for one national 
championship and the other for 
another championship. 

The long dispute has now been set¬ 
tled, thanks to sincere efforts on the 
part of Thakur Magan Singh Tanwar, 
chairman of the AIFF selection com¬ 
mittee and secretary of the Western 
India Football Federation, who was 
also vice-president of the Rastogi 
group An ad hoc body, headed by 
Bhagirath Bishnoi, the State Inspector- 
General of Police, has been formed 
' with Han Singh and R.K. Rastogi as 
vice-presidents 

In fact, the president of the All-India 
I Football Federation, K Ziauddiwho 
came to Jaipur, dissolved the two 
bodies and formed the ad hoc commit¬ 
tee in question. B R Bishnoi, who 
heads this body, is an experienced 
sports administrator and was a vice- 
- president of the IHF for a number of 
years The ad hoc committee will hold 
elections within six months, but before 
that It will work to unite the faction- 
ridden district bodies. 

According to Bishnoi, both groups 
will be asked to submit a list of 20 
probables each, from which a team for 
the national junior championship, to 
be held in October, can be chosen 

Similarly, efforts will be made to 
resume several All-India tournaments 
which have not been held for quite 
some time, much to the detriment of 
the development of the game in the 
State. 

PRAKASHBHANDARI 


Some 'novel* sugeestions 

INDORE; In the wake of severe critic- 
i ism against both the Madhya Pradesh 
Sports Council and the Government 
regarding the stagnation and negli¬ 
gence of sport in the State, the senior 
vice-president of the Sports Council, 
Mr Abhay Chhajalani, said that he has 
already submitted a few proposals in 
this r^ard and it is now left to the 
State Government to implement them 


j 1 ?** *}*M®s*ions I made are un¬ 
doubtedly novel, but sadly, thus far 
they me not practised by any sports 
council in the country. If our proposals 
are accepted, the standard of iport 
will improve by leaps and bounds in 
the State," Mr Chhajalani told Sport- 
sworld. 

For the securi^ and encouragement 
of sportsmen and women the f oUowing 
have been propo»d: (1) In the case of 
government service, the achievements 
of players should be considered by 
allotting a special quota of marks for 
them at the time or selection; (2) the 
government shoidd give directives to 
all public and private institutions that 
at least two per cent of seats be 
reserved for those sportsmen who 
have donned State colours in national 
tournaments; (3) Those sponsmen who 
have re^sented the State in Open 
National meets should be exempted 
from appearing at preliminary ex¬ 
aminations of uie Public Service Com¬ 
mission; (4) if the parents or guardians 
of players, who are internationals, are 
in government employment, they 
should be TOsted at such places where 
their children can get all the facilities 
to play and practise their game of 
interest, and should not be transferred 
from these places for a minimum 
period of five years 

SOJEETMOHANTV 


MP gains top players 

INDORE: There are glad tidings for 
the MP Table Tennis Association this 
year It is reliably learnt that Sudhir 
Phadke of Delhi, the quarter-finalist in 
the last Commonwealth 
championships is seeking transfer to 
play for MP this year He expressed 
this desire during the Times of India 
Table Tennis championship at Bhopal 
recently The reason for Phadke’s 
intention to switch over to MP has 
been his recent scuffle with Hukum 
Singh of Delhi This is indeed good 
news for MP whose team for men had 
been performing badly of late 
MP received another shot in the arm 
when 1974 junior national champion, 
stylish left hander Rita Jain, who is 
returning to table tennis after a lapse 
of three years, wrote to the Railway 
Sports Control Board to allow her to 
play for MP this year It may be 
recalled that 2.^-year-old Rita Jain was 
once reckoned by leading sports 
scribes as the hottest prospect in 
Indian table tennis Tneiefore, with 
Rita Jain and Snigdha Mehta, the 
finest top spin exponent in the country 
now and rated by Korean coach Pak-U- 
Gil as the best Indian prospect at the 
moment, MP would have a formidable 
side for the women's event It is 
expected that with these excellent 
players MP would easily move on to 
the finals to face Maharashtra, a team, 
which, with such potential as 
Kalavathi Seetharam, Vyoma Shah, 
Nandini Kulkarm and Kashmira Patel 
seems the only other strong team in 
the women’s group Thus Maharashtra 


A team and MP can be expected to 
prove the strongest contenders for this 
year’s national championship. 

Meanwhile, Snigdha Mehta is going 
to miss the Indian tour of Korea and 
Japan, as she is to appear at the 
supplementary examinations of her 
degree course. Her exclusion from the 
team has given rise to much 
controversy here The MPTTTA had 
appealed to the government that a 
special examination be conducted for 
her one week before the scheduled 
examinations, citing the precedence 
set by the Punjab University which 
had made similar provision for a 
hockey player some years back when 
the said player was to accompany the 
Indian team to Perth, Australia 
Though the MP government, 
especially the Chief Minister Arjun 
Singh was very sympathetic towards 
Snigdha’s case and referred the matter 
to Indore University with the State’s 
green signal, the authorities of the 
University refused to make anv such 
special arrangement for Snigdha. 

Annoyed, the MP Sports Minister, 

Lt Colonel Ajay Mushran, described 
this decision as uncalled for The 
minister also added that though the 
university did not hesitate to change 
examination dates on various pretexts 
they failed to rise to the occasion to 
recognize and honour a State player 
who had been missing the 
examinations for the last three years 
to uphold the prestige of the nation 

However, one thing should be 
pointed out in ihis context Firstly, 
though Indore University refused to 
arrange for the demanded special 
examinations for Snigdha, it is they 
who were the first to introduce in the 
countiy the provision tor revaluation 
of papers, whereas formerly thet e was 
only the system of rechecking in 
effect Did not the university take the 
lead in making such revolutionary 
changes’ They could have even made 
provisions for this special examination 
had the government helped the 
universitv authorities in this regard 
The university already conducts such 
special examinations for convicts in 
jails Therefore, is it not time for the 
government to do something in the 
manner of giving special directives to 
the respet tive universities to allow 
players donning India colours the 
privileges of appearing :it special 
exams? 

Meanwhile M, C Chauhan, 
secretary TTFl, has in a written 
directive informed the TTFI officials 
that a strong Swedish team is expected 
to tour India Irom December 4 to 11 
this year The State association to 
whom the match would lie ailoted will 
have to pay a guarantee money of Rs 
5000 to the federation The Swedish 
team comprises Anders Johansson, 

Per Sandstorm, Jonas England, 
Jonastt Berner, Heans Wrestling and 
Thomas Berg All these players are in 
their ear K twenties and are bound to 
replace the current older players like 
Gergley and Bengstton 

SUJCET MOHAN rv 



CRiWUlZ by Eddie Dunstan 


He was the first 
to score this 


Until the 1978-79 Ipsts no playtM 
from pithoi InKland oi Australia had 
made an innings ol 12^), I or I'll) in 
mate hes t)t*twoen these c ountries 
Pelore the 1978-79 series endefi one 
of these scores had bt>en posted—by an 
Englishman 


QUESTION 


What was the 
score and who 
made it*^ 


It was one ot the si\ centuries re¬ 
corded in the series and sharevi by three 
Australians and two Englishmen 


QUESTION i 


Who were the 

century- 

makers'^ 


\Uke Bre I'ley and Cjeritt Boycott had 
little sure e--'. as openers m tfie 1978-79 
series against Australia their best stand 
was 17 in the first innings ol the sixth 
lest and then other partneiships yielded 
2 and 1 in the third Ti'st, 18 and t) in the 
fourth, 10 and 11 in the tilth and 11 in 
the sec ond innings oi the sixth 
But It was a ditterent stoiv in the 
sc'c ond England-Pakistan Jest at Hsder- 
abad in lanuarv, 1978, when thc-v init on 
18'i betoie being parted m Lnglanci's 
second innings 

When England bc-gan then sc’cond 
innings 10 minute-, before the c lose on 
the touiih day the\ needed 144 in 140 
minutes to win 

An England vk tors vsas nc'ver a possi¬ 
bility and the Englishmen's main con- 
c ern was to play out the Pakistan s()in 
atiack that had bowled thenn out lor I'M 
in then tirst innings 
(l^adii, with his lountJ-lhe-wif ket leg 
spirineis. had taken 8/44—best pertorm- 
anc e bv a Pakistan him lei against Lug 
land, ec Igising tht‘ legendary Fa/al's 
8,44at lhe()val in 19S4 ) 

[ ngland fmishi'd the tinal dav with 
onc’ vsickf’t dr)\\ii lot 188, all but one i.l 
the runs has mg been made' by the 
openers 

BrearIc'V was rjui m thc‘ sec ond l.ist 
o\ei ol theilav lot ’4 caughtoll 
Wasim Kata's leg, spin but fieoit 
Bov< oft, missed oti.) shoit-leg bat-pad 
(jpporfunilv when he ss.i, J i, went on to 
complete his I'lih lesicent'iiv Uc 
imisherJ with exai tiv 10') in this drawn 
ni.ilr h -P.ikist.m . r”! ,rnd .’19 lor loin 


dec lair'd England 191 and 188 tor one 

1 he 100 earned Boycott 100 bottles ol 
c hampagne Irom a London c asino for 
bee omir g England's first century-maker 
ot the senes 

The 18S-run partnership ot Breai ley 
and Boycott was the biggest liv a pan of 
England openers sine e a muc h more 
sfiect.K ular stand of 214 by Boycott (84) 
and a daslnng lell-hancler (18'i) in Svd- 
Mt'v in the 198'i-86 senes 

"the left-hander sc oreri his 18'i otI 272 
hath in 291 minutes m w'hat Wisdrn 
desc iibed as "an innings ot magnificent 
aggression " He hit 19 tours in what 
remains the highest sc ore hy an E ngland 
balsmaii on the fust cl.iv ol a Test against 
Australia 

In the AiiMrali.in Broadi asting Com¬ 
mission book /Irar/man fo Clwppvll, 
Australia's c aplain in the seric*s, Boh 
Simpson, wrote that in the 19tji)-81 
Wc'sl Inches senes Sobers had pi lyed 
what he thouglit was one ot the finest 
inningsc-ver played in lesi cm ket on the 
Syrinev ( iic ket Ciround Mtiiswasan 
innings or 188 ol a West liichc-s total of 
119 cluiing whic h Sii Ciartielcl, after 
moy ing slowly to 80 unleashed a 
tremendous attac k on the Australians 
when the new ball was taken alter tea, 
scoring 72 m as many minuti’si Simpson 
wrote that in the thiiri lest ot the 
19bS-(i(t I ngland Australia sctic's 
B ovc lilt's partnei played an innings 
whic h hoie comparison with that ol 
Sobers 

' 1 1 an give no highm praisc'," wrote 
Simpson adrimg "Hr> was almost un¬ 
known beloic- lie arrived in Australia but 
he< ame the fuse wliic h ignited the En¬ 
glish batting on this tour No occasion 
was loo big or too sniaU foi him and he 
levcsiled an almost total disregard lot 
l)owlr*i-> 'll-, innings will long remain in 


mv memorv 


QUESTION, 


In this 1986 Sydney Test, which 
England won by an innings and 93 
runs- -488 to 22 1 and 174—the brilliant 
left-hand openc'r became first vie tim of 
an Australian medium-pace bowler who 
went on to linish with the magnificent 
figures ol 7)10S ott 13 7 overs 
England were 3()J tor the Ic^^s of two 
wickets when the left-hand opener was 
Iwwled, his wicket starting the bowler 
on a devastating new ball s(.)ell which 
swept aside England's midcile batting 
In eight overs he tcjok the wickets ol 
Ken Barrington (1), Lolin Cowdrey (0) 
and Mike Smith (8) lor 14 luns and with 
his first ball on the second morning he 
bar] Uavid Brown c aught iiv Wally 
Cirout lor one 

QUESTION S. Who was this 
bowler, whom 
■A Richie Benaud 
■ has described 
as“one of the 
finest medium- 
pacers to play 
for Australia’”? 
The l9()'>-(i8 s(*nes s.ivv lli<' iniroduc - 
fion lo lest (rii ket ot a pkiver who 
h(*( ame the sixth Australian to sc tnc' a 
I entury against England in the lirsf in¬ 
nings in Ins Inst appeataru e I k* made 
I ■)'> m the iirst 1 est and lollowed it up 
with another rc-nturv in ihe second 
lest-- 1 I')■-becoming the second Au 
I slialian--Bill Ponslord was the Inst to 
sc ore a cenluiy in eacti ol his first tv\o 
Tests 

Mis captain Bob Simpson, said he 
vsas unquc'stioiiablv the man ol the 
series and added "It was not so muc h 
his tec hnique that took the evr' but moie 
his c ool and c onliclenl approar h " 


QUESTION 


Who inspired 
Simpson to 
this enthusias¬ 
tic tribute—a 
batsman who 
topped the En¬ 
gland run- 
getters on the 
19C5-66 tour of 
Australia with 
1,001 runs at 
an average of 
50 05*? 


Who was this 
batsman who 
finished the 
senes with an 
average of 68 
from these 
scores 155, 

22 and 115,23 
and 35 not out, 
0, and SO*? 


I LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS 

1 Ndcar Muhammad, in the second Tesi of the 
i l'IS2 il senes between India and Pakistan Z 
. Jackie McGlcw, 215 not out, in the first Test of 
! the J452 53 New Zealand—South Africa senes, 
I in Wellington J Frank Worrell, in the third 
I Test of the !’)’>'> fcngland West Indies series, at 
I Trent Bridge The mate h was drawn after a 
I magnificent fightback by the West Indies, foi 
whom 0 0 (Collie) Smith made 168 4 John 
lidriih in the third fe.sl of the 1965 England- 
I New Zealand Senes 



1 “The Fortnight" (9) 

4 Remnant of broken branch on cricket 
field (5) 

9 Tennis player also part of imaginary 
cricket trophy (1,4) 

10 Connors affectionately returns (5) 

11 Nadia Comaneci, Kathy Renaldi and 
Raiesh Dam are still in their—(5) 

12 More than one pit of stomach in 
boxing (5) 

13 Highest ordinary adult male voice (5) 

14 Bal |ust fails to make it (5) 

18 Hanif Mohammed's ci icketing son (5) 

20 Japanese gymnast now has extra 
circle (5) 

21 Everything is all right at the beginning 
lor this tennis player (5) 

22 This Plate are a South American 
Association Football Club (5) 

23 Impetuous beginning of match (5) 

24 Tennis player starts before lunch 

( 1 , 8 ) 


2 This game makes money in the 
middle (9) 

3 Repose upwards on billiards table (4) 

4 Groups of golf clubs (4) 

5 Be in this International Badminton 
Championship (4) 

6 Letters dispatched on football and 
hockey field (4) 

7 Wonder-boy Lakhani (4) 

8 If there is an ice-berg on eadh It is 
him. It IS him, it is him (5 4) 

15 Lauda's Christian name (4) 

16 A roe IS lost while modelling (4) 

17 A team finds ils way up (4) 

18 What—of a game is tennis It is a 
ball game (4> 

19 Make of aircraft ascends (4) 


FRIDAY M0IININ&... 


I^Y tOeA PA(0 OFF SPORTy ! 
see I'M DOWN TO PLAY GOAUe 
IN Trie CUP MATCH ! SCC YOU ON 
THC GOAL UNE THIS AFrCRNOON! 







McEnine encounters before this year s 
Wimbledon linaP 

4 Several players were oent oil m the 
1968 Olympics Socce, final How 
many’ 

6 In whiob year dio the Tnanqulars of 
Indian cricket start i 

SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO TIT 


lEIDDD 


iQuiz 


QUESTIONS 

1 Whose lecord would Borg have equal¬ 
led if he had won the men s singles title 
at Wimpledon this year’ 

2 Who has to his credit the record numhe' 
Of singles title m Grana Slam tourna¬ 
ments’ 

3 Who hao the betini record in Bc^g 


IDQDia 


DdDBI 


BOIlDCl 


THE (rAME OOESNT 
START TILL SEVEN 
THIS EVENING ,' A 
ITS A FLOODLIT J 
MATCH ! 


6 And in which year dio the "Quadrangu- 
lars' start ’ 

7 Can you name the British powlc' who 
twice bowled the great Ran|i out foi a 
duck in a match in Poona in 1898'’ 

8 Whii h cricket league r oninetition m 
India commemorates a great Parsee 
batsman’ 

9 Which international soccer sta' was 
nicknamed Golden Head ’ 

10 Who was the owne' oi the ang Pickles 
who rer;overed tl’o stolen Jules Rimet 
Tiophy > 

ANSWERS 

1 William Ren;,‘iaw iwho won from 1881 
to 188b I 

Ruy Erner-^on who won the Australian 
final SIX times tielweer '961 ar'C '967 

3 Borg who led /’-6 

4 Four pknyers 

? 1907 

6 1913 

/ t M Oeas 

8 ilir H O ) Kanga league compeMion o' 
Bombay 

9 Sardon Ko-^sis of Hungary 

10 David Corbett 




















































Question box 


bv Su<1h'( Vn'riy.i 

DMraiidn Kumar, Bhagalpur 

Q. Who was the first Indian batsman to 
score a double century in Test cricket’ 
A. P R Umrigar 

U. Rajan, Katnasgarh 

Q. A bouncing ball hits the batsman's 
chest While it is falling down after hitting 
his chest, the batsman catches it himself 
and throws it down Is the batsman given 
out for handling the ball’’ 

A. Only on appeal, he can be given out 
'Handled the ball because he willfully 
touched It 

Q. When is a no-ball declared'’ If the 
bowler's toe has crossed the line, but not 


the heel, then is it a no-ball’’ 

A. If no part of the bowler's front foot is 
grounded or raised behind the popping 
crease, it is a no-ball 
Manoi Mehta, Calcutta. 

Q. What IS the record of Chandu Sarwate 
and when did he make his Test debut’’ 
A. Chandu Sarwate played his first Test 
vs England at Manchester in 1946 and in 
9 Tests thereafter scored 206 runs at an 
average of 13 00 and captured 3 wickets 
conceding 124 66 runs apiece 
Samil Shekhar, Muzaffarpur (Bihar). 

Q Who made the fastest century tor 
India’’ 

A. D N Sardesai, who reached his cen¬ 
tury in 127 minutes in the 4th Test vs New 
Zealand at Delhi in 1964-65 
Arun Mourya, Amravati. 

Q. If the ball is collected by the keeper 
after delivery and he whips off the bails by 


his foot when the batsman is found out of 
the crease, is the batsman out? 

A. Not out The wicket-keeper can break 
the wickets with the hand while holding 
the ball or by throwing the ball on the 
wickets, but not by his legs 

Subir Pal, Burdwan. 

Q. Who IS the first woman umpire in India? 
A. Miss Mehra, who had passed the State 
umpire’s examination from Delhi 

Aahis Roy Choudburi, Jalpaiguri. 

Q. If a batsman hits the wickets of the 
non-striking end, trying to save himself 
from being run out, will the batsman be 
declared out? 

A. No, If he breaks either wicket 
accidentally He is out only when he 
breaks his wicket in the act of playing at 
the ball 


Bridge 


Bcri' Scliap'fn 


Sol' i lit 'hoie-fiicl'’ prnbliinii, (wlu'H' 
thoio IS, a cortain loiitc t.: Aiiat 

evfi flic riiitntii.ilif)ni al^' witli 

the potential o1 a suite or a (,i b laijnij 
three low i aids Atter dijwipq Ininip'; 
and elimindtiprj the side ■ uils, a lead 
towards tfip A 0 9 gudianh't ■ two tncl". 
You simply rover the raid (il.iyrci in 
front of your tionour^ and the nthi'i 
opponent i, ond-['layt'd. luri ed In eon- 
cede a riift and dr.'.arrl iw lea I inin the 
remaining te-.ice po'.itinn d Inukcd as 
though last v.epk'.s gui.’ wa- based nn 
this idea ItiPse wi'ie tin FastWeM 
hand', with V./Hst di'clart r in -sui spade. 


wrsi 
4, ikO :< 
.1 i 

0 '■« t 

^ A K 


LAST 

4 h .1 M ■; i . 

'■r A 

/' A 0 f, 

4 HI. ^ 


Howpvei, when the hand • aine up in 
malrh play, nne dK,lan''i l.iil'iwed tnr’ 
elimination plan Iiuiiip;., hejiK arid 
clutJS all driupppared a’ld Uit'ii r.inu 
the Irjw diainon'l tr',rn Uf '.'/'•".t h ml 
Bui North put up tlin ', Ui and v.hi", Itie 
Oueeri lost tn the K'ng '.Mautli au. .iMs 
to return a di.imnnd satelv ijriiui ty 
ppihapr,, to the play 'would wiu o k 
weie right or, indeed il M'irtn I'.i'.t I'ee'i 
unanle tn play an inlermpiliate 'liP!"."'",! 
on tne tu .t mund 

I tip West playei at th" wtfiei t.ibie tuuiid 
a slipt,l impii;w,>rnnnt i)i. In l.i moie 
accurate, ne n meni.err d a shglit iiii 
provement for, atlnr .nrppilini) dummy 
hP aiiiuuiri, {d "I've s''i n tin:, iheriie 
hPlorc-l" .'.ell, tin . was tlic lull d< al 
4 10 
K 0 I ’ () 

10 ,’ P 

4 0 »r> t * 

4 r j M 4 r :■ 
"/A 

V AOa 

4 ' 1 ' ‘1 

4 

V' 11'L .I” 
f ,1 an 
4 10 r 3 

How did 'iVi ,t 'lue I'irn.cif a d.slini 1 
edge? 'tnii iiiiiy ‘'jv(' tiearu ot a inari 
I oeoviu in ',qui'e/t' pijy krinwn 1 ,-. 'I'au'. 
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4 A Q 7 I'l 
''/ J 0 .1 
.'1 'j 4 .7 
4 A r\ 



felling ttii' menjre', (And hy that I do 
nut iiipan peri.u,adiiio you' regulai 
p.idrie' tn play for a rival ti'ain ) 
t)p lai'T won Ihr' ',V K learl, cashed 
4 A K and tln'w trumps 1 tien tip tuflpd 
4 f' '■! ha-id anil leri ty J Aftt'i all, Nrath 
was nurktsl with ' 0 nttei 'us lead, and 
tin duly 1 .iv.'ied Novr 'A'p-.t camp bark 
tr. h.md 'wiffi a trump .ann It'd V 9 It 
N'litli had ptodui ed 10. dr'daier 
would ti.ive her'ii lodiuPvl to trying his 
lui K in dianiund', ilnwevei, Nnitti could 
noi- . over ^ ') and now dummy's 0 8 
went away M was now a 'lo.er-on lo'.er’ 
play, and 'tin i .inliact w.as assured, tor 
•Soulti wa:. left o 1 lead 
This week's quiz; A iiMdei asl c "Wl.a' 
art.' attitude ip.ad',, and have tlipy any 
advai'tagp;.?" 


Chess 


Owing to its very complicated nature, 
rni'a'.ured iri millionp ot possiliiliti.'s, 
r tioss IS a game of many surprises That 
t/phi'iib v/tiy r,,'>n it'O bp .t player'., 
sfi'vin,) [„)i to rvt'ilu ik anything inipurt 
int, sornelipie' think Im nn inoidiniit'' 
l.'iKjtli ol tirnp and then get into rlo'.k 
trnublf The list- c'l tuing siirpnaed is 
'peat' St wi.en your opponp'ii i'. un- 
'lUe'.ti Jii.rlily ..tiongei, arid I'l SU'ti a 
' a .e |i may pi ne c/tipr.iply h.rnt to 
'.uppre ,' the t, olmg that every (".niiiy 
nil ve '.’.ill brill.) vnu a shriek, ot I Dinse, 
nutri.i,') e! th" ' urt may tiappuri, I'ut theti, 
liavh.ij tiern lulled into a false -.ense ot 
..I'lurifv, y..u .ir.' haul.' to a na .tier |0l1 
than cvi'i, I he tollinvuiu game, it seems 
tn III. fi.i'On.is nlnnij ttirne lioes, the 
|. I'I.r'.il'i i)iandm<i'ti'i, lacirirj one ot ttie 
rri'isl 1"i' ■iiiao'e |r,iirrianioiit r nnipetitors 
01 ill '■! I , w.i. lijinq well eiiough until 
hr ui.ii ,'1 ml/ gave u)' bis KH for a 
will') p.|,\'. Tluui, lUSt a. Ilf went tn 
urid(.immi llu n(ipii',inq pawn reotir;, 
Ilf' wa. i-nn. >.'d ilo.vn t)/ ,1 pur.adu'if,il 
nini'(' wtu'iil-'i.'ii I' tiiii’.eir li.i-e up 
hi', pawn • b,ir bul t'l" 'i'iImIwc hi ttie 
er.diiig prl .snd ii|1" hiucbnois hands 
,Tid 'luii Ki/ gfiKinj him th, ,'...1 ,inn 
Wliili Cudmundur Sigurionsson; Bi.n.l' 
Victor Korchnoi r>i n. s li. tip i ivVsV 
urn /I'e, Pnin I 

IP K4, P K3; 2 P Q4, P Q4 

3 Kt Q2, P QR3; 4 KKt - B3, P OB4 


5 QP X P, B X P; • B 03, Kt - QB3 
7 P - Qm, KKt K2, ■ 0 0, D 0 
9 P QKt4, B R2. 10 B Kt2, Kt Kt3 

11 P B4, P Q5 

t" .T". Iinoi prelers ■i"ial,, uhon,. lu llu viir.,ji>'i 
II F' V HP, i'< k • » p. P- KM, drill Whitu 

ri'phi's ,n'hi' „i 111 ''I/ll I'll'daiiii'si I-P HL 
IflllDwi'd h, 'vl 841 

12P K5?l,QKtxKP,13Ktx Kt, Kt X Kt 
14 B X RPeh, K X B; 15 Q R5ch, K Ktl 
16 Q X Kt, P B3. 17 Q K4, P - K4 

IBP - B4?... 


Mth'jii ill I'Jirii-.il, 'tiis bill', 
i) IM R3 wj. SIP',-11.1 


I...P B4’. 

) Q - QSch, Q X Q; 

! B - B1 . . . 
rcoh 01 iii'T e;’ 

(. .. P QOch; 

I Kt B3, B Kt2, 
t R X P, B X Kt. 
i K Kt7, R - KtSch 
he w'lllt KtUU * 111 
b'i. K BP 


19 Q X KP, R KI 
21 P X Q, R K7 

I, C'l .''I'll I 

23 K R1,P OKt4 
25 R 01. B X P 
27 P X B, R KBch 
, 29 Resigns 

a iiid'iiMi nf * .ihei '/I'l 


Pidi I- 



Jliiik lij |ilay and wii l.rjdi 4 ihdrd) Pii/iis 
ol 7-Id tor '111 liisl lliFPc 1 01 ^ 0 '! I soliilions bend 
your'-, on a puialt.vd, *0 riicj'. Cornpe'itiun 
IvttJI, llir ii'nd.ir lime , 12 C iilry Slicpt, 
I orujoii weny ')Yt, bv Jeiii' 20 
Solution to C482 (Petroslsn, A, Orlgorian, 
Erevan, 1980). (rShf/pp3p2/2p2npB,'q2nNb2/3 
R4>IP4P1;P4PBP/OSK1 White to play.) 1 he 
clcariii,-) til Ihij Inna bl.it k 'li.icjonal. lo enable 
Wliitv In eialP at h KI7, was achieved hy 23 
R X M.KI / R(i1?t PxK,thc.n24M -Bbl), 
24 B > M, K - 82.2!) Kt B4 and Bldi k ruMOiied 
Problem No 1148. Snlnlioe next wetk 
V. F. Rudenko (Ptai a, 1936) (4b3/4B3/1K 
3p2/2RpkP2)3NpN2/3PqP1B/1Q8/2b1R3 - 11 
white men, 7 black) WhitP it. play .ind male in 
two moves 

Solution to No 1147 (Fabol). (8/1p1p4/1Pkp 
4/2bN4/8'5K2/4Q3/7n mate In four.) 1 0 - 03 

|/iiil/wai'p) (a) I ht- B7, 2 0 - B4. Kt - 
Or'', 3 0 - 0R4i h, K X Kt, 1 O - K4, (h) 1 
B»P.20 B4ch, B B4, 3 0-0 R4ch, P- Kt 
4, 4 0 - R8 






“Limited Overs Cricket does not mean 
hit-and-run tactics It calls for organising 
one's ability in batting, bowling and fielding..." 



Vijay Merchant 


The House of Wills proudly presents 

WILLS TROPHY "SBI 


The leather hunt is on again 
Now the willow IS at once a 
rapier and a broadsword Cutting, 
slicing, heaving Cricket at its 
exciting best Cricket that keeps 
the turnstiles clicking and jHn 

spectatois applauding All the , 

superstars in action Pitting then ^ 

cr^t against the wiliest bowlers 
and the most fleet Icxtied fielders in 
the land This is Limited \ 

Overs Cl irAet—Limitless en|oyment, \ 
with never a dull moment 

Will Wills XI do K again? 

Last year's Wills XI barely scraped 
through in a cliffhariger of a final 
Come September the battles start M 

anew With each team vying for ' I 
honours in the country's I 

premier Limited Overs < 5- ^ 

Tournament For each team ) . 
a test of skill and stamina 
But improvisation will wm 
the day as it always has f 9 




Fh II elusive spark of genius tnai surfaces 
when It IS needed most - that unplayable 
impossible catch, that breathtaking 
’- SIX over long on Unfoi gen able moments 

Only instant cricket can provide this 
Fourth in the Series, the liiytily popular Wills Fiophv 
Tournament will star all the game s current celebrities 
Test and Ranji Trophy stars -so the teams will bo 
evenly balanced And the sparks will really fly 

Bumper Prizes 

I WinningTeam: Rs 6.000 Runners-up Rs 3.000 
I Semi Finalists. Rs 1,200 each 

L Plus 'Man of the Match* Award for each match. 


\ ■ 


Limited ' 
Overs Cricket 
Limitiess enjoyment i 
IVom Wills/ 


T/\ 






itiiiiiii 






STAGE 


Quwterfinals 


Semifinals 


MATCH NO. 



DATE 

VENUE 

TEAMS 

Sep 30 
Sep 30 
Sep 30 

Indore 

Nagpur 

Jaipur 

Bombay vs Haryana 

Hyderabad vs Bengal 

UP vs Board President's XI 

Octi 

Oct 2 

Indore 

Jaipur 

Wills XI vs Winner of (1) 
Winner of (2) vs Winner of (3) 

Oct 4 

Kanpur 

Winner of (4) vs Winner of (5) 



iLM'tiil Mum. 
blNJill BiTfufitillt 


Ibciays tasteHSiver. 


CIGAREHE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 






















The Lion 
roars 
again 
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the lirst Indian to reach the 
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Unfortunate 


Xthat ii nuMt spi.iism.iii 
like Uish.in tti'di slimiUI 
huvi' iii.iile (ihieituiii.ilile 
'fiiuuks .iLt'iinst Sunil 
(>.t\.lsk,ll - .uiiiliu'i pitMt 
(uniL'iniHiitU t III his 

1 li'fl lh.it Bedi u'ouki 
n.i\i lu eii (iilipped tinm the 
fust l\ si .ipaiiist the W*‘st 
Indies m i‘J 7 H tun lui 
Suiiil \l th.it imu Bedi was 
luiwheu iKMi his nun 1(11 in 
I r k\SSA\ 
lUiniiniil 

Ml'C H h.ii lieen said and 
wiiiien .illei Mi 

Wadtiwaiiet's intei\iet\ 
willl Bedi w.is piihlislied 
Some jieopU r.ill Gav.i-.kai 
puilis .iiid snnu deleiid turn 
Belli l.iiins th.ii he was 
imdei iiiiliseil on setei.tl 
(n.iasiiiiis when ti.i\.iskai 
w.is ilii -kiirpei, but what 
w.is his atnrudi inwaids 
I’uuaiin.i. the sili'iit 

ailtei 1-1 

U e i.iii lUMlhei (..I'l 
(wwask.n .1 s.iiiit 11(11 laii we 
tiim Bedi such But out 
spoilsmen should iiol 
em oui ai>i- sulIi altai ks It is 
unloi luiiale that nut 
lavniii ite plaseis liaxe olleu 
(.ome .teaiilsi iheii tellow 
team 111.lies I Ills should be 
depii (aied 

\IH \ M( hHI’HII.I 
}l<n‘tihl\ 

III! I esilusitt. lUteiview 
with Bedi .ippeaiinp in |ul\ 
1 S-.U1' tlilK espusetl the 
iiatiiie (it 111 esponsible 
loiii u.illsm I was shiu ked to 
iisid the uuiiisi .dieit.itions 
.tttainst the man whose 
hw.iltv and dediLaiiiin to 
the inuntis is bexond 
qiissiion It IS unfoitiin.ite 
ih.ir siiih an inleixiew. 
whu h nie.itlv endatlpeis the 
esisiiiu; liamspiiil was 
piililished in .1 m.i|.M/ine 
whiih i.inks .loiDiit. lilt Ih'si 
in lilt w.iild 

r .s .i/o.M 

/'iM.irn/t urn 

Courageous 

T he pioiile ot S.mdeep 
P.itil III the issue of 
■Xupiisi 2(> revealed leiraiii 
iiiieiesiiiip tacts abinii 'his 
vouiiu cttckeiei I he 
vaiious statements made bv 
Paul induate 'he loiii aoe 
he possessi's This is what is 
needed to bei ome (41 eat in 


ativ held Bui theie is 
leltain iiuomplete 

iiifoi inatiun .ihout hnn 
I'IISt, It IS not mentioned 
how he played in the seiond 
iniunps ol Bombav in tlu 
IkT't 7l> Kaiip Iiophs 
Seiondlx it was not known 
how he plated, when he w.is 
.isked b\ Mil.ind Rege to h.it 
.It No 1 foi .Shivaii P.ii k 
Gvmkhaua 

SWjriA 

(. 1/1 iirr.i 

Editorial 

T ill iVneiisi 2'> issue ot 
iS'/Kii/sii (II/(/ (allied .1 
luagnilILL III editoiial, 

lelleLting I'at.iudTs 

desiL I ilx and (li .11 
Luiiiepiioii of mikel But 
.s'poitsitriift/ IS not |ust a 
11 II kei m.ig.i/iiie So viiiii 
L-diliii nils should .ilsu 
lomi’ienl on oihti games 
k\M\ll\l)l l)l 
/iafan.igiii 

Rare feat 

1 .\.N HOIIIAM should iu 
< ongi .itiilaii-d till his 
ieiii‘1 feat ol sdniiig 2 (lOO 
inns .Old gi.ibbiiig 21)0 
xMikets m lilt leLtiitU 
loiiLluded sene'- aL',.iiust 
\usti.ilia DiiK two iithei 
.dl-i(iiindei s III the histoix 
ol I LSI (lukel li.ive 
aihieted ibis laie leal \ 1 / 
Sii (,ai\ Sobeis.iinl Knhie 
Bi n.iiid Botham slnnild 
Lioss Reii.iud's lall\ ot 24.S 
wiikels Inn 1 wondei 
whelhei Iu will In- .ible to 
bie.lk .Sobei s leL'Mil o! 
B 012 1 uns 

SOI .in 1 LH\l l>{ll R 1 
( .!/( nrta 


Congrats 


E \11 M) iiu hi ..I Ile^l 
iongi.11 id.itions to Ka|u 
Mukheiitt bn his escelleni 
aitiile on Mikt Bie.uKs in 
the issi.i (It August 2 b The 
aititle was .1 siipeih one 
lexe.iliiig the mans aspeilL 
(It Bie.iili's 

V,1//' \Hn \ DAS 

/{.II lll/Ult 

RA. 1 L Ml KHI KJI.I's 
arriile iiiaiie iiiieiestmg 
leading He deset tes gieat 
piaise for his exielienl 
attule on Bieailes Tht 
aiMcle not onlv depnls how 
skilful Hiiailex was .is ,1 
Ljpiaiu bill also ih.ii In- 
diaws 'll eniL'iidoiis lespeii 























from his icam-niates This is 
fully revuriled by the 
incident wheie Brecirlev 
signalled Kothain to go two 
yards tunhei back in the 
slips 

Howevei, Bri:arl»-v has 
nevei captained knglatid 
•igainst the t'ai ibbeaiis fio 
this leaves us m (oiiieLtiiie 
what he would h.ive done 
against the mights West 
Indtaiis 

\7.Mi LHORCHADi\ 
Punt- 

Remarkable 

S ARA nr DKB’s artiile, 
“Rocking the boat 
violentlv", published in the 
issue lit August 12 was 
remaikable in the sense 
that It unlolded the u-asons 
fill the ((uaitel and tussle 
between lo.uh Santo Mitta 
and the lianiaiis Please 
(.ontiiiue to publish such 
inieiesting articles 
SI' ^Rl P KUMAR SAHA. 

kut <>fi)nn 


At last 


Excellent 

T HK aiticle. “'I he boas of 
amateiiiism”, in the 
issue ot August 2t) made 
excellent reading The 
coioui bltivs-ijps ot Satidoep 
Paid, kaisan (.ihasri and 
Kapil Dev III I ecent issues ol 
Spoifswo/id were also 
remai kable 

VIVl.K DOCRA. 
St\ iitidriilbjd 

Suggestion 

I N view of the ioithcomiiig 
toui of the English cricket 
team to India, I have a sug¬ 
gestion legal ding the selec¬ 
tion ot the Indian cricket 
team As the eldei plaveis 
of the Indian team show 
inconsistent form, it is high 
time that the young players 
should be given chance to 
show then talent At least 
they will not be as unprc 
dictable as the senioi play¬ 
ers of India 

However, for guidance of 
the inexperienced players, a 
few experienced players 
should be letained in the 
team. So, we may try such a 
team lor the first Test 
against England Sunil 
Gavaskar (to be retained 
mainlv tor captaincy), 
Chauhan, Snnivasan, Patil, 
Srikkant. Kirmani Kapil 
Dev, Yogiaj Singh, Ravi 
Shasiri, Dilip Doshi and 
Sunil Valson 


SUBKATA CHOUDIfUKY, 
Assam 


SO Sri Lanka has finally 
got Test match status This 
was long overdue. The per¬ 
formance of the team in 
recent years was ample 
proof of their rising stan¬ 
dard With seven countries 
playing Tests, there should 
now be room for more tours 
With India, Pakistan and Sn 
Lanka so close to each 
other, other countries can 
be encouraged to make com¬ 
bined tours Also, a triangu¬ 
lar tournament including 
the Asian Test-playing coun¬ 
tries can now be staged. Sn 
Lanka’s admission should 
also encourage the other 
associate countries to try 
harder 

As far as Sn Lanka, it is 
indeed a pity that Anura 
Tennekoon, the man who 
did so much for Sn Lanka 
cricket, has retired 
Perhaps, he can still be cal¬ 
led back to lead in a couple 
of Tests 

Interestingly, Sn Lanka 
finished ahead of India in 
both the Prudential Cups. 
Now that they are full mem¬ 
bers, will It mean that India 
will have to qualify for the 
World Cup? 

JAJMIN M BHA TT, 
Bombay 

Excellent 

B t'ING a regular readei of 
your magazine, 1 tollow 
with gieat interest your 
coverage of County cricket, 
which is excellently re¬ 
ported While most leader!: 
have complained about stuf¬ 
fing the magazine with too 
much cricket, 1 have a diffe¬ 
rent grouse 1 think the edi 
toi, who has played a great 
deal oi cricket in England, 
IS still under the hangover 
ot Ins cricketing davs in tlie 
English summer 
The editor should now 
chink in terms of encourag¬ 
ing Indian cricket also, by 
giving match leports of va¬ 
rious zonal games, 

DEKPAK JAIN, 
Jaipur 


Unlustlfied 


TOHN BENAUD has criti- 
I cised Sunil Gavaskar, in 
fne issue of .August 19. ior 
losing his temper and incit¬ 
ing a walk-uut But I am 
sure. Benaud would have 
done the same thing had he 
been in Gavaskai’s place. 
Gava.skar had been suffer¬ 
ing from a famine of runs in 
chat series He found his 


form at Melbourne and so'it. 
must have been all the more 
frustrating when he became 
the victim of a dubious deci¬ 
sion Further, the Indians 
suffered because of the dis¬ 
tressing standard of umpir¬ 
ing III Australia 

It would have been much 
better if Mr Benaud had 
kept his criticism to himself, 
because we have a bettei 
knowledge of our own prob¬ 
lems 

H ANAND, 
Calcutta. 

JOHN BENAUD’s article 
on Gavaskar forms a timely 
warning for our prepara¬ 
tions foi the forthcoming 
senes against England 
Gavaskar's dismal perform¬ 
ance in Austialia proved 
again that he is vulnerable 
against genuine fast bowl¬ 
ing He will have to work 
hard to cope with Bob Wil¬ 
lis, who has lecenrly le- 
gained his old touch, and 
the VICIOUS <:wing ol Ian 
Botham 

There is a growing cam¬ 
paign in India, following the 
example of Botham, that 
Gavaskar should be le- 
lieved ot the burden of cap 
taincy so that he can fully 
devote his attention and 
concentration to his batting 
and regain his old form 
Since Gavaskar is not an 
astute captain, he must 
voluntarily give up the re¬ 
sponsibility of captaincy toi 
somebody else and play as 
an otdinary member of the 
team 

R VASUDEVAN, 
Kdlpjkkam 

Quota system? 

T he Indian team for the 
Merdeka clearly reveals 
the much talked-about 
quota system It should be 
remembered that the main 
objective to send the team 
was to prepare tor the 1982 
Asian Games But the team 
does not contain the best 
available players and some 
of the promising players of 
the season have been ex¬ 
cluded from the squad, 
namely Subiata Bhat- 
tacharya, definitely the best 
stopper in the country; Man- 
ash Bhattacharya, the most 
promising foiward and one 
of the fastest; and Prasanta 
Banerjee, who played a 
great role for Mohammedan 
Sporting this season If this 
trend goes on, one cannot 
hope that India will perform 
well in the Asian Games 
ARIJIT GHOSH, 
Cakuttd 


Congratulations 

H ats off to Mohamme¬ 
dan Sporting for head¬ 
ing the Calcutta League 
table after a lapse of 13 
years Special credit should 
go to coach Abdus Sattar, 
skipper Moidul Islam and, 
of course, the other players 
Bhaskar Ganguly has once 
again proved that he is un¬ 
doubtedly the best goal¬ 
keeper in the country today 
But a request to the Moham¬ 
medan Sporting side—don’t 
be too cock-a-hoop because 
there are othei tournaments 
leit Besides, pride always 
comes before a fall 

PRABAL CUHA, 
Balijan North. 
OUR patience paid oft and 
Mohammedan Sporting are 
once again at the top Keep 
up the good work' 

WAZl NASEEM, 
Calcutta 

HATS off to Bhaskar Gangu¬ 
ly for making that spectacu¬ 
lar save in that last match 
against Rajasthan and also 
to Manash Bhattacharya foi 
scoring the match winner 
All the playeis fought gal¬ 
lantly and helped Moham¬ 
medan Sporting to remain 
at the top 

SAILESH PA TTANA YAK 
and 

ALOKE SANYAL, 
Dantan, Midnapore 
VIJAY AMRITRAJ did a 
great job by defeating John 
McEnroe, the holder of the 
l(S and Wimbledon titles, in 
the Canadian Open Vijay 
has defeated all the top 
players but had never won 
against McEnroe and so the 
was a great feat indeed 
RAJESH OMPRAKASH, 
Ahmedabad. 

Badly treated 

W E are very perturbed 
to note that the three 
Iranian players of East Ben¬ 
gal are facing a great deal of 
“torture” at the hand> of 
the club coach, officials and 
supporters It is quite clear 
that these players were 
either provoked by some 
people or they are not feel¬ 
ing comfortable m the club 
It is indeed a great shame 
that after signing on these 
players, they are being in- 
suited. We feel proud that 
Majid and Jamshid came 
forward to donate blood on 
August 16, in memory of 
those who died last year 

PRAHLAD GHOSH, 
Calcutta. 



The Sporting Life 


CHARGE OF THE mi BRIGADE 

Nm* York: The latest electronic game to hit the market is called 
'Fireman'. It involves catching a baby falling out of a burning 
building and bouncing it into an ambulance aM in one smooth 
action If you miss, a bteeper sounds and an angel appears, 
which means you know what 

THE NAKED TRUTH 

Athens: A Swedish holiday maker caught swimming in the nude 
on a beach near here was jailed for 10 days It was the first arrest 
since the new law was passed outlawing nudity on Greek 
beaches. The sharp young arresting officer was—a police 
woman 

THERE'S 'NOTHING' TO CHUTING i 

Muskogee: Parachutists with nothing flapping in the breeze but | 
their bare bodies and chutes, shocked officials at the National 
Parachuting Championship The six men and four women 
looking like tiny specs descended from a height of 3,000 ft, 
holding hands Said Jack Bergman director of the event “It's 
never hopened before anri we'll make sure it never happens 
again" The ten have been ejected from the U S Parachute 
Association for “naked violation of convention" 


(it (f* ag 1 liu » N •sewi S» r* •* 



SOME 'BODY' SPECIAL 

Wembly: Biceps were bulging and pecs (pectoral muscles) were | 
pulsating at the Wembley conference Centre as Tarzans and | 
Janes competed in the 1981 European Body Building Cham¬ 
pionship The International Federation of BBs whose slogan is 
"Body Building is important for Nation Building" say it's a serious 
sport, not a beef-cake contest, where participants show off their 
muscles, balance, physique, posture and poise in set poses The ' 
audience cheered every body—especially the female. j 

THEIR CRICKETING YEARS i 

Bangalore: Congress(U) President Devrai Urs ' They (Cong-I) i 

are batting now We ll have our turn of batting too " But who s j 
bowling'? ; 

BERNIE TELLIS I 


HEARTBREAK 

HILL 



KF SEFABATB 
THE WOMEM the girls 



. ARP WERE rLEAEEr> TO HA\ E 
OUR EirBClAL E^UE>r rORk'^T THE COACH 
OF A c'REAl C/wnERBLLA TEAM. ' 


























County Cricket Review 


Derbyshire win Natwest final 

ASH IS RAY reports from London 


T MI-KK in ri lot to Ik‘ Njid 111 taioui 
ot liinitfd-nvt"i s criikiT It 
demands hi|>hl\ culioit c:ipt>urii.v 
albeit ot a cleteiisue kind It tias 
eatupulrcd (.atthiiitt and (>round 
fieldinfi; to a lemaikabh di//\ height 
Vastlvjrnptlived running between the 
wit-kef! And last but not the least, 
guarantees a {lositne lestiJt to 
spet taroi s 

Bui when .1 niati.li is dei ided with 
the aid of a leg-bve si i ambled m tlie 
ta&hion of a iiigbs ‘tt v', one wondeis 11 
this IS leallv i ticket Those 
aLiMstomed to till shoM l:\ed thiills ol 
siKiei—and this is no slight on the 

PelP' Wii'pi ii jnriv .'’afsn'.i/i 


game loi I am an unabashed football 
Ian- would piribablv deem it as 
exiiiiiig. and it was pretisels such an 
eltoil executed oft the last ball ot the 
da\, that tetched mi tots tin 
Dethvshiie in the Natvsesi Tiophv 
final at Loid's on Septembei 

Chasiiig Noithamptonstuie’s store 
ol 2 -t's till M V'enkataiagliavan's 
loimei Coiuitv leathcd 214 loi 0 with 
a ball to spate Sensing the inipoitain e 
ot that one uin, since Northarits had 
lost inoie wiikets tleott Cook, i|iiite 
astiitelv. otdeied his lieltl to i lose in 
01 del to jneveiit that single In othei 
wolds the challenge toi 'I'unnitlilfe, 











who was taking strike, wa.s to beat that 
in-tield, which it he succeeded in 
doing, the match was his But fini 
r.rifliths bow'led one on a neat-peifeet 
line and length, which the batsman 
failed to connect and wa.s iii.stead 
rapped on tfie pads And as the hall 
ticocheted awav. (leoff Miller backing 
up smartly, coveied his ground and 
then dived lorward to make absohirelv 
suie he wasn't going to be run out 
Pei haps, a shv at the bowlers end 
would have earned heiiei dividends, 
hut oiue the initial hid came a 
cMippei, an ahei native attemiu was a 
non slarler And, so, liv virtue ol losing 
levvei wickets, nerbyshire lifted her 
lirst ovcM-limit title and he. first 
Clown ol any kind since vsinuing the 
County Championship 111 I’tib 

The siinnv dav began with Bariv 
VVood winning the toss and pulling 
Northainpionshiic in to bat Indeed, 
Cook arul I.aikiiis made a niiiisense ot 
the move h\ leahsing ‘IS lot the tnsi 
wicket The lattei out (laced his 
paitiiei. Inti di'paited tiom the scene 
when iaught hrilluiuh at sguaie leg 
b> Millet otl Wood lot Si Cook, 
howevei. t inilinued in a captain's vein, 
impressing m paiti^ulai with neat on 
side sfiokesand the controlled sleei to 
thud man to notch uji 111, which was 
only the tom lit ceiiiutv m a C.illetie 
Cnp'.Vafwest liophv final The 
pievious holdeis ot the distinction 1 
being (leolliey Boycott, Clive Llovd \ 
and Viv lan Rich.iids In fact, the essav I 
earned Cook the man ol the match j 
aw aid, and in all piobalnlitv, a set tons . 
consideration in the selectors' j 
discussion regarding the squad lor I 
India 

But the advantage built up by the 
o|)c*ners was soon fritteied away Allen 
Lamb, Petet Willev and Tim S’ardlev 
weie all luii out. and the test ot the 
batting caved in lathei tamclv to 
leduce Noi tharnptonshire fiom 204 lor 
three to nine down for 2 . 1‘5 Tins, in 
sixty oveis, baldly lepresented an 
unattainable raigei But nerbyshiie, 
loo, made beavy weather of their task, 
winch, il anvthjiig, contrived the 
eventual dead heat 

Koi Derhv. John Wright of New 
Zealand the South Afiican, Peter 
Kirsten, were, not unexpectedly, the 
main contiibutois Indeed, the pair 
put on 12.1 luns tor the second wicket 
to lav a handsome loundatiun fur 
victory But both made rheir exits in 
the same ovei —Wright lot 76 and 
Kirsten foi 63 —leg before to young 
Mallender Then, with three more 
wickets going down, and the overs 







lii« we#: 

Iteoffby Cook 

W H£N a maa b«cotn«s only rhe 
fowrtb bat$man to j|et a 
- in a Gilintte Cup or 
lwtn«st-t^phy fmal, h« certatnly 
deserves i^eater attention than 
othert in the week the petf urmancct 
-took pla<^- My vote for player of 
the weieic is without hesitation 
Geoffr^ Cookt captain of 
Northamptonshire and the 
centtirion at X^d*s. ' 

Northants did not'win the match, 
hut Cook’s display, ' quite 
emphatically, etood out as the tRest 
individual showing in the inaugural 
Natwest final Not only did he get 
more runs than anybody else, but 
looked safer than all the others. 
And none of the bowlers could 
really match his feat. Not 
surprismgly, therefore, he took the 
man of the match award. ' 

Cook, 29 years <ddi made his 
debut for Northants irt 1971, and 
earned his cap four years later. For 
^uite some time, he has caught the 
eye with bis correct technique, and 
' his inclination to play straight 
instead of attempting side shuts. 
Indeed, this penchant for the arc 
l^tween cover dnd mid-wicket 
remains a feature of his game, 
although a slight emphasis for th^ 
on-<iide ha.s been 'noticed as well as 
a certain amount of improvisation 
when It comes to playing over-limit 
cricket. 

Highly re.spccted ' for his 
capabilities, he has been hiied by 
Ea.stcrn Province in South Africa 
fur the past three winters, and in 
fact, capidined this side last season 
Indeed, his highest score m firsi- 
clu.ss cricket was hit in the Cuirie 
Cup in 1978 against Northern 
Tiansvaal. 

Akin to previous summeis, he has 
again been in the teckonuig for an 
England cap But the light scute at 
the right time has seemingly eluded 
his grasp. Now. of course, he has 
made the grade, a wili-di Served 
break, to sav the least 


I If I ,<in •). o jnd Lnphmd 

ticking dw.iy ■.tt'ddiU. a slightK | 
foiebodmg 19 luns weie lequiied ott 
the ld.,i 12 bdlis 

In the second last uvers—sent down 
liv Sdifid/—-Tiiniiiclifte hit two fouis 
and 12 luns were collected in all 
Seven to get oft the last ovei, and 
Deibyshire obtained one less, l>nt that 
was enough to call foi the champagne 
at the end ot one ol the longest days in 
cricket Indeed, by the time the pri/e 
dtstiibution took place, the sun had 
leceded well below the horizon, and it 
was in uniquely, moonlit splendours 
that the crowd made therr way back 
home 

It was by no stretch of imagination a 


•n dplivm '■I iilr 

(jualitv lonit St And 1 would 'litlei 
with c<>nunentatois who inibib<-<l 
stimul.iiKiri tioiTi that concluding 
episode I iiiiheii|iuie, it was pixn 
batting lathei than incisive bowling 
that led to the collapses Rut akin m 
most oin -das allaits, the tie uiili'aslied 
a heads biand ot ups and downs 
sslucii acUled anoihei cha|nei to the 
extiaoi dinaiV tvsisls and turns (,t |||, 
1981 se.ison 

But, peihaps, theie's more to lonu 
A photo finish api>eaied to be on the 
caids in the Schweppes ('ininis 
Championship, with Nottinghamshire, 
Sussex and Somerset, maintaining an 
uninterrupted winning stieak in then 


l.isl tliiee eiig.igoiiu'iits Nolls, who are i 
al the lo|) 111 the l.iblo. lead Sussex bs | 
tom points while .Somerset with a | 
niaich in iKind 2(1 in ihcir iisals' ' 
21 - li.ise 2" I (loinis 2li points behind ! 
Sn.st s II I'oiu ot the ihiee ciacks i 
iheii .Nouingliampstuie look the j 
likiln si (li.iinpioiis But let s ssait and i 
see I 

I In |o|in Playei Sundas League I 
seems 1(1 be no less i omplu ated lli-ie, 

\\ at VM, kshiK sioied a ciiicial win 
ovei Kent, but still lagged behind 
I sse\ bv two points, wh,i duly 
disposed oil .Middlesex Waiwuksliiie 
c.in letam ilioii tide only if l.ssex lose 
till u last game, while the toimei wm 
then’s 






Hughes exercised toe 
much charity 


TONY LEWIS, the former England captain, reports 
on the final Test 

T he Oval Tesr match was much I Blame the batting, but also observe 
mote like a normal match than any the high proportion of Ibws, 43, and 


JL moie like a normal match than any 
other of the senes which was coloured 
by many collapses The pitch was good, 
level enough to play handsome 
strokes, springy enough to give the 
fast men lift if they were strong 
enough to dig the ball in, and on the 


Blame the batting, but also observe 
the high proportion of Ibws, 43, and 
another conclusion has to be 
reached—that the pitches have been 
more than usually responsive to the 
faster seam bowlers. 

Although, England had already won 
the senes The Oval was packed with 





iA bowlers in his side, including one 
spinner He also removed Australia 
from the position they have grown to 
fear, of batting last in search of win- 
ni^ totals. 

Inis was a match of huge individual 
performances. Of Australia’s first in¬ 
nings of 352, Allan Border scored 106 
not out. This was an innings of the best 
vintage His defence was straight and 
brave. He refused to be hemmed in by 
Brearley’s close field to Emburey, but 
rather than play across the line, he 
made ground down the pitch and 
drove many splendid straight fours 
through the mid-off and mid-on areas. 
Unluckily he was stranded with the 
tailend batting When Whitney, the 
last man, went to bat, Border had 
scored 80. Brearley tried to give Bor- 
Allan Border cult, oaweikilly lor four runs 


, "•‘Vv*/’",'' 'i"' __ ;'v 

Grenam YallOfj sweeps an English spinner Ip the boundary 



fourth and fifth days, the two spinners, 
John Emburey and Ray Bright, got 
some turn. 

It was still a mystery how so many 
batsmen contrived to gel out The 
techniques throughout the series have 
been poor too many England players 
looking to steer the ball to third man, 
showing only half of the bat’s blade, 
fell to slip catches Australia weie no 
more certain outside the of! stump 
either In the series of six matches, 
there have been 100 catches in either 
the gully, slip or wicket keeper areas 
That IS an unusually high proportion 


cricket-lovers knowing that these two 
sides were incapable of playing a dull 
match. The gates were shut before the 
start on tin first three days The 
takings at The Oval of £ 295,000 were 
second only to Headingley’s L 389,297. 

It was hot too, and it was astonishing 
to see Mike Brearley decide to put 
Australia in to bat when he won the 
toss It was proved to be a wrong 
decision He expected tho recently 
relaid pitch to respond more im¬ 
mediately to tile faster bowlers The 
decision almost lost the match Just 
think, Brearley had only four special- 






der the sinde to get at the number 11 
who had only two ducks behind him in 
his short Test career. Border blocked 
three an over. In came the fielders to 
save the one. WhackI Border crashed 
the ball through or over the cordon 
and then even had the stand among 
the very best. 

Meanwhile, that man Ian Botham 
was taking six wickets for 12S and 
holding a couple of catches for good 
measure. He was responsible for the 
dismissal of no less than eight oppo¬ 
nents in the first innings 

When England batted it I 
was the turn ot the old 
rivals Geoff Boycott and 
Dennis Lillee Lillee has given the 
nod to advancing years. His hair is 
thinning on the crown. He has suffered 
the physical setback durmg the tour of 
a viral pneumonia, he bowls off a 
shortened run, but even so, beneath 
the coloured headband lurks all the 
old fire and the sheer animal instinct 
for being on top. 

So too Boycott, patient, stoical, 
under his blue helmet and under all 







Lillee in ump''e Birds cap 

the protective padding. He does not 
know how to not to try. He was some¬ 
what inelegantly thrust back on his 
stumps by Lillee bouncers but he 
would prefer that position to a seat in 
the dressing room. He got 137 in the 
first innings These two may never 
again face each other. Lillee got 
Boycott for a duck in the second in¬ 
nings, but luckily The Oval stage was 
aride enough for both of them to take 
their final bows with bouquets. Lillee 
took seven wickets for 80, and 4 for 70. 

The next hero on stage was Dick 
Wellham. In his first Test match, he 
scored a century in the second innings, 
103. Yet so long was his progress 
through the nineties that Kim Hughes 
had to delay his declaration ovem^t. 
Instead of bowling some ovets at Eng¬ 
land on the fourth evening, he settled 
for the last day target of ^3 to win in 













Marlin Kent does a highslep as he gets out ol the nay ol a llier 


five hours plus 20 overs. Hugbes exer¬ 
cised too much charity. He should 
have closed the innings with Wellham 
short of his hundred, a cruel decision 
to have to make, but in the context of 
winning the game Australia lost their 
way 

It took only a couple of fitting 
defensive innings by Knott and Brear- 
ley to save the match. 

England now prepare to meet India, 
and Australia Pakistan. Both teams 
are vulnerable, but I should warn 
India that there are members of the 
England side who are capable of bril¬ 


liance, Gower and Gooch with the bat, 
Willis with the ball, and if Ian Botham 
has a good day with either, the effect 
is likely to be so devastating, the 
match could be won or lost by him 
alone. He was made the Cornhill man 
of the series by Alec Bedser 
But I do not need to remind Indian 
cricket lovers about Botham He was 
the one who spoiled the Golden 
Jubilee party by ending it with a day 
to spare, contributing the small matter 
of 6 for 58 and 7 for 48 and scoring 114 
He IS that sort of fella Worth 
watching. 
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ASHES SERIES REVIEW 

The Lion 
roars again 

But, says Ashis Ray, the only silver lining as far as Australia is concerned is that 
this tour has thrown up plenty of talent which will serve the country well in the 

near future 


X England nbviciuslv disappointed at 
having tailed to win a senes they weie 
well placed *o ensnare at one stage 
An'* isith It. they lost the opportunity 
tn regain the Ashes they siirrendeied 
here four veais ago 
Bui thev will be remennhered toi 
being participants in a contest which 
has piovided a real shot in the aim for 
Man oi Ihf Malm Dennis Liliee and Man ol the 


the game in England The senes that 
has lost concluded has provoked a 
welcome levival of public inteiest, 
consp.i uoiisly lacking in recent 
summers, even last year when ihe 
West Indians were the tourists 
Fiist ot all. the Aussies. seemingly 
down and out aftei the loss of the first 
one-day international, snatched a 
victorv 111 the second limited-oveis 
Senes Ian Botham enchamje congratulations 
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meeting with pist two delivenes left 
and went on to registei a comtui table 
■success III the deiidet hngland, the 
most experienced ovei-limit side in 
will Id t ricket. had been vanquished bv 
a team still looked upon as novices m 
the ait of one-dav ciicket 
Many tell the result was a flash in 
the pan, but a remindei to the 
conttarv soon tollowed when England 
lost the fust Test, and despite the 
drawn second lc‘st at l.oid’s, the signs 
of despeiation were cleat Iv on the 
wall 

The exacting demands ot nine Tests 
against the West Indies in a span of 
ten months was beginning to upset the 
concentraliun of the leading English 
batsmen, namely Geoff Boycott, 
Graham Gooch, David Gower and 
Peter Willey And even the gieat Ian 
Botham looked incapable of 
recovering his touch Indeed, he got a 
“pan” in the second Test, and more 
important, seemed to be totally 
without inspiration as a captain 
At this criv lal juncture, the England 
selectors did what was somewhat 
unexpected Pi ess speculation had 
generally centred around the 
institution of Keith Fletcher as 
skippei, bearing in mind his suitability 
for India But Alec Bedser and 
company pretened the lecall of the 
tested Mike Brearley, and it worked 
like magic 

N Ol' surprisingly, of course, the 
Middlesex man gaye nothing away 
as captain, and marshalled his 
resources impeccably in two very tight 
situations at Headingley and 
Edgbaston and in more easier 
circumstances at Old Trafford To tup 
It all, he played a match-saving innings 
of .'ll in the final Test at The Oval to 
ensure no diminution of the 31 
margin 

Looking back on his achievement, 
however, Brearley, not untypically, 
strikes a philosophical cord. Assessing 
the series in The Sunday Times he 
as.serted “Post-natal depression is 





fairly common for mothers, and j 
students often have a similar 
experience aftei exams There is also, 

I find, post-Test let-down, even when 
we have won. A medal is a feeble 
symbol of the value of creative 
endeavour, and the pleasure of 
winning is mitigated by awareness of 
the fact that the gloom on our 
opponents’ faces could so easily have 
been the feature of our own.” 

Admittedly, matters could not have 
been narrower than they were at 
Headingley and Edgbaston, but a side 
needs a bit of luck to escape, and 
escape twice, so closely But, to a large 
extent, the man who made the 
difference was the rejuvenated Ian 
Botham Here, too, the credit goes to 
Brcailey for his succe.ss in pulling his 
team mate out of the dumps and 
restoring him to his old savagery as 
batsman, bowler and fielder But the 
fact IS that the Somerset all-roundei's 
extiaordinary comeback mpped in the 
bud all Aussie aspiiations, and to the 
chagrin of fans Down Under, Kim 
Hughes’ youthiiil band returned home 
a defeated lot 

Botham's seiisarional exploits began 
with his butchery o( the Austiahan 
attack on the unpiedictable wicket at 
Headinglev Only a man of exceptional 
technique could have survived the 
tiack in the fashion ol Botham Indeed 
Boycott’s mastc-ily ,idherence tti the 
book fetched him but 40 odd runs, 
which lelt just one louie open to the 
all-rounder—to rake a i hance and 
blast awav With foiiutir smiling on 
him the plov worked like a miracle, 
andAustialid wh,) weie eventuallv set 
a taiget of 111 to win, lailed misetahlv 
III then bid 

At Edgbaston, on the fourth and 
what ruined out to be the final dav, 
Australia stood at lO.sfui loin needing 
I'll to win It was all ovei lor England, 
bdi the shouting ot so it seemed But 
Botham, in an inspned spell, picked up 
five wickets oft 2fi balls loi one run 
And Australia had been demolished 
v» > again 

The tourists once more made u hash 
of their batting in the first ventuie at 
Old Trafford, but weie fast 
neutralisiriT the disadvantage in the 
England second innings when the 
home team lost five wickers for just 
104 Almost inevitably, Botham 
entered the scene at this point and 
collected 118 luns in the most 
astonishing fashion 

Unlike his essay at Headingley, this 
was not merelv a slog, but a demolition 
of the bowling in the most scientific 
fashion Indeed, the knock could rank 
as one of the gieatest ever played 
Statistically as well as aesthetically, it 
can have few peers in the history of 
the game And as was automatic, it put 
the issue beyond doubt and kept the 
Ashes in England’s possession 

Many in the cricketing cosmos have 
been forced to eat then words as a 
result of the levival of Ian Boiham 
But, perhaps, none as humbly as Gieg 
Chappell Sitting in Australia, the 
former captain, remarked after 



A fi'surrpc tpfj rai/cKp ptevt'd l'>r .iMilv (c 
build an inmn'/s 

Botham’s resignaiioii from the 
captaincy that "he will iie\ei tome 
hack, even as a player” The 
undercurrent of hostilits between the 
Chappell family and the Englishmen is 


quite well known The story goes that 
during the eldesi Chappells 
considerable amount of Pummie- 
baiting some vears ago. Botham 
grabbed Ian Chappell hv the collar 
and shined iiim off a bai stool After 
this, the Chappell's probablv have 
nothing to sav now aboiii Botham, nor 
do they relish his obvious brilliance 
Indeed, ihev musi have been very 
pleased at his rapid decline Anvhow, 
whaievei the background. Gteg 
Chappell has been made to look a bn 
ot a iool aftei Botham’s revival 

A longside Botham’s 

pyrotechnics, theie was another 
lactor that contiibuted immeasurably 
to England’s ultimate triumph This 
was the ie.surgence of Bob Willis Sent 
back from the West Indies for a knee 
opeiation, the Warwickshite captain 
appealed to have plaved his last Test 
But baik m sterling form in the 
County games this season, he was 
again accommodated in the fold, but at 
the same time, seemed to he lacking 
his old file lie, howevei, captured 8 
foi 43 m (hat vital fourth innings at 
Headingley. and continued to push the 
visitois onto the hack lout in each ot 
the succeeding Tests, which in English 
conditions is a teal bonus He was able 
to uncoil that extra pace, which, bar 
I mg Lawson, no other bowler in either 
side could unleash 
Hughes. Graham V’allop and, to a 


Alderman /las iiis ilumpi. <!nallere(< b\ Botham m Australiahrst mnings ji the h.iai Test 













lesser degree, Allan Border are twice 
as dangerous when permitted to settle 
into a front foot rhythm Wilhs, simply, 
did nut give them the oppoituniry to 
do so. A moment of depression, then, 
foi Australia And it is impossible to 
defend their showing in the third and 
, fourth Tests Inexperience can be no 
excuse for tailing to score 1 <1 and 151 
runs, the second of the challenges on a 
comparatively easy wicket 
But thev can console themselves on 
two counts One, that they were hand¬ 
icapped by the weather in the early 
part of the tour and when it came to 


half centuries when the chips were. 
down midway through the series, 
looked a very complete batsman 
Geoff Lawson, too. impressed with his 
speed and control, hnd might have 
exerted a greater influence on the 
senes but for his injuries. Also had 
Rodney Hogg been fit as well, Austra¬ 
lia might have had a tremendous influ¬ 
ence on the series. 

Of course, the more seasoned cam¬ 
paigners, barring Dennis Lillee, Bor¬ 
der and to a certain extent Yallop, 
disappointed grossly. But given decent 
conditions—which was a rarity this 


England. Equally satisfying for them 
has been the fruitfulness of Mike Gat- 
ting’s gutsy approach. And Boycott, 
too, amidst a lot of worries, swam 
through to calmer waters at The Oval 
with that hundred But if Gooch and 
Gower don’t click in India, England 
could be in real trouble. 

Moreover, the bowling looks a bit 
worn out It is certainly time for Gra¬ 
ham Dilley and Paul Allott, if they are 
picked, to take over in India. But they 
do not evoke the kind of confidence 
emitted by either Alderman or Law- 
son Botham and Emburey will need 



Paul Parker laHi to a sharp catch py Martin Kent 


tackling difficult,surface.s, like the one 
at Ileadmgley, they were found want¬ 
ing And second, that the visit has 
given rise to a mushrooming of new 
talent—a featiiie likely to prove niOre 
beneficial to them in future than any 
similai development in the opposite 
camp 

Ttiry Alderman, lor instance, 
finished with 42 wickets—a record for 
an Australian bowler against Eng¬ 
land—and IS now an established Test 
player, if ever theie was one. Dirk 
Wellham announced himself with a 
century m his maiden Test appearance 
at The Oval, and Martin Kent, with 


summer—the batsmen displayed their 
wares quite attractively And Lillee, 
when he finally recovered from his 
illness and functioning at full throttle, 
demonstrated m no uncertain manner 
what an amaaing bowler he is. He 
captuied !• wickets at The Oval, and 
ended the senes with a career-best 
haul in England of 39. Hts close friend 
Rodney Marsh served up excellent 
support to him behind the stumps and 
enjoyed a magnificent senes. 

The fact that Chris Tavare came 
good, and significantly enough, spent 
long hours at the crease for his efforts, 
is, no doubt, a happy development for 


sustenance. 

So, a grand resuscitation of the 
game this summer, when even the 
vexed question of slow over-rates re¬ 
ceded into oblivion. But the issue of 
too much cricket remains a burning 
topic. The surfeit of outings is causing 
inconsistency in the best of players, 
and a shortening of the career spans is 
likely to be a sequel to all this But 
with no one interested in restricting 
income, this will persist in being the 
order of the day There is a threat that 
the novelty of Test cricket might gfa- 
dually wear out, but who’s worried 
about all that? 
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Good Heavens! 

DAVID McMAHON takes a look beyond the pearly 
gates at the reaction to England’s Ashes win in the 
recently-concluded series 


S AINT PETER was worried He was 
picking up a lot of static on his 
short-wave radio. That sort of thing 
just wouldn’t do at the best of tunes, 
and with the Ashes in the balance, it 
was bordering on heresy Almost like 
fiddling while Rome burned and that 
sort of thing. 

So he gathered up his robes and left 
his office. He knew—or so he 
thought—where he would find the 
man he wanted Saint Peter was in a 
hurry There were a lot of new arrivals 
that had to be processed but they 
could wait. Aftei all, this was a special 
series, wasn’t it? 

He picked his way acioss the field 
till he came to a shady tree Sure 
enough, sitting under the tree in his 
favourite deck chair was the person he 
was looking for The good doctor, with 
his bushy black beard, doffed his cap 
as Saint Peter approached 
“By Jove”, he shouted as Saint Peter 
hurried up, “That chap Brearley really 
has them on the run, eh? Better re¬ 
serve a special place for him up heie. 
You could give him a pass to the 
Members’ Enclosure, alongside me 
Probably make him feel all that run¬ 
ning around in the sun down there was 
worth n after all,” he added as an 
afterthought 

‘T)r Grace'” exclaimed Saint Peter 
(It would have been terribly infra dig 
to refer to the legendary cricketer as 
simply “W.G.” or some such thing) 
“This young lad Botham. 'What do you 
think of him’ Playing so well, bless his 
soul” 

“Do a lot better if he played the 
hook with more care,” said the doctor 
gruffly It was clear that he did not 
like non-trickerers praising these 
young pups “Seems a good chap Pity 
he's so young, though We could have 
done with an all-rounder like him up 
hete It’s been a long time since we 
won the annual festival match against 
the Hades XI ” 

“Yes,” agreed Saint Peter “They 
have whipped us soundly the last 
seven years and even you got a duck 
last year ” 

The doctor shifted and mumbled 
something darkly. It was clear he did 
not like to be reminded about his 
failures at the ciease, even in these 
surroundings But it was true They 
had been humbled every year for 
seven seasons now 

“It seems a great pity that so many 
of the greatest players had to rind 
their way down there, doesn’t it’” 
asked Saint Peter helpfully 
But the good doctor only grunted 
noncommitally Saint Peter had given 
him a particularly gruelling session 
during the pre-entry interview and it 
was rumoured at the time that the only 


reason he had been granted entry was 
that Heaven’s batting side was begin- 
niM to need a little shoring up. 

Tne subject needed changing and 
Saint Peter was one of those born 
diplomats who knew just how to do it, 
even though he didn’t know the differ 
ence between a leg-cutter and a yur- 
ker. So he just said “1 thought I’d come 
and listen to the commentary on your 
radio. Mine is picking up a lot ol 
static.” 

“Australia are losing wickets like 
nobody’s business Our fellows are 
simply mowing them doum but that 
young chap Bordet is playing up stinks 
with our bowling. As far as the others 
are concerned, it’s like shooting rats in 
a barn Easy as hell” 

Saint Peter coughed pointedly. It 
just wasn’t done to use those 
metaphors up here 

The doctor realised he had made a 
faux pas and he stroked his beard 
distractedly He was searching foi 
something clevei to say. but could 



think of nothing appropriate. The 
airival instead of Percy Fender saved 
both men from an embariassing si¬ 
lence 

“Lovely weathei loi ciicket, isn’t it. 
Doctor’” greeted Fendei “Aha, I see 
you’re tuned in Hope we’re i hi ashing 
the living daylights out of them” 
“We are, we are,” replied the doc- 
toi “The point is, it’s all getting a 
little boring now If these chaps would 
fight—not too much, of course—it 
would help where gates aie concerned 
Besides, an Ashes seiies jiiM isn't what 
It used to be in my time” 

“Ah, yes, but that was a long time 
ago, eh’” said Fender with a iiendish 
grin on his face He knew very well 
that the doctor did not like people 
making snide references on that count 
and took a delight in doing so lust to 
iriitate him 

Just then Sid Barnes and Warwick 
Armstrong strode past, obviously 
trying to ignoie the three men, but the 
doctor, recognising the oppoitunity to 
needle the two Ausiialians, hailed 
them and beckoned them over 

“Things looking a bit glum, aie 
they?” he ci led out hapi>ily as the twci 
men walked over, their eyes on the 
ground and their hands in then 
poc kets. 

Saint Peter, watching closely, le- 
tlected that the last time he had seen 
that gleam in the doctor’s eyes was 
when he had hit an AiJ,SMe from the 
Hades XI foi four consecutive sixes 
Slow left ai m, if he remembered right 
Oi was It right? It didn’t make a 
difference anyway Point was that he 
was slow 

“Wonder what old Ian Chappell is 
saying now, eh’” contiiuieci the doc tor 
He believed in rubbing people’s noses 
in the dirt when they weie down 
Especially if they were Austialians 
But Barnes hadi a sen,se of humour 
j “People up hete say Brearlev’s been 
spending a lot ol time ai the altar 
Besides, half of England's been saying 
prayers toi him and his side We 
Aus.sies aren’t so religious That's our 
problem ” 

That kind of took the wind out of the 
doctor's sails He hadn’t expecieil the 
bait to be taken that way So ho tried 
something el.se “What do you think of 
Botham’” 

Armstrong played that one vMth a 
straight bat “Luckv, isii’, he-'" 

The doctor tailed to rc'alr.e that he 
was being baited now He Hew into a 
rage, shaking his fist at Arinstiong, 
shouting “That one lad is capable of 
taking on your whole side down there 
and tanning them” 

Saint Peter, worried by the ioaring, 
moved a lew feet away 
But the doctor was really worked up 
now “You chaps think you’re cricke¬ 
ters, eh’ You aren't even fit to take on 
a girls’ school side’' 

Just then, the last Australian wn ket 
fell and the doctor .set up a great 
triumphant whoop England had won 
the A.shes, so there was no point in 
making an issue ol u anv longer 
Besides, Arm.strong’s icach was Ion 
ger than his. 




"Instant Cricket is much more than 
chancing your arm... It is anticipating, 
improvising, outwitting...the opposition." 



Salim Durrani 


The House of Wills proudly presents 

WILLS TROPHY'81 

Limited Overs Cricket Ibumament 


The leather hunt is on again 
Now the willow is at once a 
rapier and a broadsword Cutting, 
slicing, neaving Cricket at its 
exciting best Cricket that keeps 
the turnstiles clicking and 
spectators applauding All the 
superstars in action Pitting their 
craft against the wiliest tjowlers 
and the most fleet footed fielders in ■*' 
the land This is Limited 
Overs Cricket ■ Limitless enioyment, '\ 
with never a dull moment 

Will Wills XI do it again? 

l.ast year s Wills XI barely scrapwl 
through in <$ i liffhanger of a final 
Come September the battles start 
anew With each team vying foi I 
honours in tfie country's fl 

premier Limited Oveis <* Jp 

Tournament For each team 
a test of skill and stamina 
But improvisation will win 
the day as it always has .• af 3 





That elusive spark of genius that surfaces 
when It IS ne^ed most—that unplayable 
ball that impossible catch, that breathtaking 
SIX over long on Unforgettable moments 
Only instant cricket can provide this 
Fourth in the Series, the highly popular Wills Trophy 
Tournament will star all the game's current celebrities 
--Test and Ranji Trophy stars— so the teams will be 
evenly balanced And the sparks will really fly 

Bumper Prizes 

I Winning Team. Rs 6,000 Runners-up: Rs 3,000 
I Semi Finalists Rs 1,200 each 

k Plus 'Man of the Match’ Award lor each match. 
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STAGE 


Semrfinals 



MATCH NO. 

DATE 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Sep 30 
Sep 30 
Sep 30 

Octi 

Oct 2 

6 

Oct 4 


VENUE 

Indore 

Nagpur 

Jaipur 

Indore 

Jaipur 

Kanpur 


Limited ' 
Overs Cricket 
Limitless enjoyment i 
From Wills X 




nited^ 
Cricket JL 
ment 

Villsy ^ 

I- 


TEAMS 


Bombay vs Haryana 
Hyderabad vs Bengal 
UP vs Board President's XI 

Wills XI vs Winner of (1) 
Winner of (2) vs Winner of (3) 

Winner of (4) vs Winner of (5) 



i.HJilinsuoii'iii, 

''.mMi&imni" 


CIGARETTE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 


Ibdays taste-gher. 


14 




Headingley heroics 

BOB WILLIS, who shattered the Australians with an 
amazing eight wickets for 43 runs at Leeds, looks 
back on that memorable afternoon 


T he Bob Wilhs who walked off the 
field at 2.20 on that amazing after¬ 
noon at Headingley was a totally diffe¬ 
rent man from the chap who switched 
on his car radio at S o’clock. Not until 
Henry Blofeld’s fruity tones regaled 
me with the details of the Test did I 
realise what had actually happened it 
was me he was talking about I had 
taken 8 for 43 It slowly dawned on me 
that I had played my full part in the 
most astonishing few hours of cricket 1 
had known. 

Out victory was the lead story on 


Even now, some weeks latei, I am 
only starting to come to terms with the 
Headingley Test The memory of Ian 
Botham^s marvellous innings will al¬ 
ways remain with me Apart from the 
fact that It gave us something to bowl 
at, It was the kind of knock that 
“Both" alone could have played He 
made it look a simple game, playing 
beautifully straight thmugh the “V", 
hitting the ball massively hard, taking 
chances with loose delivciies, and all 
the time enjoying himself as he rode 
along on the adienalin of the delirious 


bowled just as well in the first innings 
(0 for 72) as on the final day I would 
nut completely agree with that, 
although my first innings performance 
underlined again that luck plays vital 
part in cricket On the Thursday and 
Friday 1 beat the bat on many occa¬ 
sions On Tuesday the same thmg 
happened, the batsmen got edges, and 
the catches stuck 

Trevor Chappell's dismissal con¬ 
vinced me It could be my day, but the 
crucial dismissal came just before 
lunch when Botham took a magnifi¬ 
cent slip catch to rid us of Kim 
Hughes. In the same over Mike Cat¬ 
ting snapped up a halfchance to get 
Graham Yallop That 40 minutes over 
lunch was vital tor us It gave us time 
to collect our thoughts, to develop a 
collective will to win We came out 
breathing tire at the Aussies—a quali¬ 
ty for which those great competitors 
are themselves noted 

The batsmen did not quite know 



Willi‘> /"art's Ihr Cnqltina li'.int nil held e/lt't rt/i nt'drinijn t- 


both radio and TV news that evening 
The Stock Exchange closed early 

Was it reallv RGDW— the man with 
the wonky knees and the no-ball prob¬ 
lems—^who had helped send the men in 
pinstripe suits home from the City 
with li^ht hearts’ Did the mandarins 
of Whitehall really postpone their 
highpowered meetings to listen to the 
progress of the Australian innings’ 

Friends tell me the effect on morale 
in factories, pubs and offices w'as asto¬ 
nishing—that incalculable psycholo¬ 
gical tning is something a sportsman 
can never really understand. We ate 
on a plateau of self-absorption during 
a day’s play such as that one at 
Headingley—and 1 am more involved 
in a cocoon of concentration than 
anyone. It is very difficult for a man 
like myself to stand aside from the 
emotional commitment of bowling for 
England and to be able to appreciate 
the sheer enjoyment of bowling well. 


crowd 

How I envy lari’.s ability to say to 
himself “This is great I’m loving this” 
at the actual moment rather than 
hours later So full credit to Ian 
Botham—but Chi is Old and Graham 
Dilley have nut received their due for 
the part they played They were loyal 
lieutenants to the brilliant Botham, at 
the same time .sensibly smashing the 
ball out ui sight whenever possible. 
We needed runs from both ends, and 
Dilley and Old did their job splen¬ 
didly 

I felt chat Kim Hughes could have 
tried the spin of Ray Bright earlier 
against Botnam and Dilley instead of 
relying on his tiring pace trio But we 
didn’t complain. 

Full marks, by the way, to Kim for 
his gracious posr-match comments to 
the Pi ess and public—a pleasant con 
trast to the views of a certain War¬ 
wickshire and England fast bowler on 
the same afternoon' Kim thought 1 


whether to play normally or in the 
Botham style When Lillee and Bright 
added a few precious runs it seemed as 
if boldness would wm the day Lillee 
took advantage of some continual 
short-pitched bowling (unwise of me) 
and 1 had to leassess mv line and 
length. The first ball I pitched up to 
Lillee was chipped to mid-on, where 
Catting took another splendid catch 

Ray Blight was expecting some 
short-pitched deliveries from me, but 1 
managed to come up with the perfect 
ball for the occasion a middle-stump 
yorker I wish I could always bowl that 
one at will' The memoiy of Bright’s 
iniildle stump cart-wheeling out of the 
ground will waim me when I’m grev. 
stoop-backed and nodding off by the 
fireside. 

Yes, I loved that day Yes, I am sorry 
1 could not instantly appreciate the 
emotion and atmosphere And, no, I 
shall never forget every ball of that 
diamatic Tuesday 
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Tourists 

Wifi OaiiK 

on Botham 


T he 15 pidyfei-s to aecompatiy 
Keith Ftet^r {or th» tnckM 
tour of India, indicate Just two 
surprises, if they can he termed so 
in the inciusioti of Jobd Lever and 
Geotf Cook. Otherwise,, this scfuad 
comprises four fast bowlers,, two 
^nners, seven specialist bntstnen, 
two wicketkee^rs and an alL 
roundm’ in !an Botham, 

.. The. .election of Lever, who 
ha*‘.‘t played a Test match simSe 
the first lest against the W^sr in¬ 
dies last summer, ts lightly pnex- 
pbeted. One Wotild have thouglu 


/ p’ v ’ a '" 

that Chf is Oltf and Mike -ll^ritk 
were rather more stnm^y hi the 
running for ^lace in the stde* .But 
hyslintf snumen being/sns- 
IS ptdbai^y tated the s^es 
'lef^B^^i ihediatn peer's 
Lever’s showing'for Essex 
ilar- 


Tjvr-y , . 


thiir 4 
pe«Jt,tt 
hi the 
favoth. 


' )y 'borstandii 
repprd in ‘ 



■'•kh Bedmn. Mr canftal figure m the party 


ling but here again his 
liidia-^ith or Without 
Vt^dine-^possibiy.. strengthened 
' .Ms-.tmsiws. , . , 

OF coursei whetlmr Lever 
command a regulpr pbum id Oie 
Test side is a mattmr for conjetmnre. 
With both John Embiurey and 
' rek l,lnderWaod (recalled as ^er- 
ally forecast) likely to be accoduno- 
dated in the fold in Indian condi' 
tions, therd would be jost one posi* 
don vacant for a fast' bowler other 
than, Botham, or at the very most, 
two {places, if a batsman makes way 
' for ah ektra bowler. 

Cpmpeting for this .slot or slots 
. WjiO he bob Willis, Paul Allan and 
Crahanx Pilley, who to a’vs^ peat 
. extent Jias .bedn picked on repUta- 
.deb,' Lately , he has been' Ian- 
: guldiiog in tne Kent Second tdaven, 
completely denuded of his. coiift- 
dente, but, perhaps, this recogni- 
dim wilt provide the boost ha badly 
retires. '. ■ 

The batdng witnesses the antfev 
pathd return Graham Gooch and 
David Gower. But Geoffrey CQOk.i$ 
a oewcQtner who’s been 'preferred 
to ihe likes of Wayne Larmiis, Paul 
Parker and Dennis Amiss,, whose 
'name aj^ording to the diamnui of 
the selection conunittese, Alec Bed- 
ser, also cto^ped up in ^ <HshU»- 
sioiu,, Cool^ captain , of Horfh-' 
ampitottshire and uist winter abo of 
. Eastern Province in South Africa, is 
a sound technician, and in all likeli- 
hood clindied his place with the 
idred in the recent Natwest Tro- 
_ final. His nomination certainly 
represents a positi've step on the 
part of Bedser and cominuiy, but at 
the same time, the Sohth African 
Non-racial Qlympip Committee 
(SAflROC) could raise a hue' and 
cry about his admission into India. 

As for the gloi^ exponents. Bob 
Taylor became an automatic choice 
as first wkkatke«pi«r' oitOa Alan 
Knott intimated 'his uhavailabiHty 
for the trip. Bat iho tdtOice ’«■' 
second wieketkeepet-^urrey’s 
Jack ftkhaxrds s^als'd departure 
from recent convention Jn mat the 
.man picked is'essaoimUy h 'keep 
er—probably thh best yoting mw', 
pect in Eiigian^->-<and not a osca 
man. It was rumoured that in view 
of the dmee oneniay intomathnigla 
someone like Geoff Humpnge uf 
Waswickshire->-a top 
ahn-T-would get die nod. ladend^ 
’Rkh'jrds’ IncmsiiMi might bediltas* 
preted. ns a slight asponfiMi od 
Indif^e' abpittes in ove^Udthl 
cricl^' 'V ^ 



■Hratiam Qaach- saarchtnii tar his oU Awn 


$ 0 , a good, balanced English 
team, with Raman Subba Row— 
whose father bailed from Guntur in 
South India—as manager to 
embark on the tour of India and Sri 
Lanka, this winter. The selectors 
Jhave, obviouaty; taken into acconht 
^ changed curcumstaiices in In- 
' thus, chosen just two spin' 
is that * 


•tr. 


<Ba. end: . 

The thinking is that India are 
likely to prepare wickets which will 
suit her mam bowler, KapU Dev— - 
(«thm"than the dower'bowtenv and ‘ 
with Eve seamera in the vOWdng 
party, they hope to cash in as a 
result. 

It’s intnresting that only six of the 
players who turned out against Au¬ 
stralia at The Oval era retained in 
the squad, but there ere 11 payers 
who have been to lndia,'and Fletch¬ 
er has got the FeiSperlence* he re¬ 
portedly ,0$. ojqwsed to an 
experithentiL unit- (Gook and 
Richards am.die onhr two unetw 
ped plkyert) ^d heTl also be de¬ 
lights^ tiptt Willis, who has cpaslfr ‘ 
tenm canvassed for Pletcber’s 
appotAtment aii captain, wUl be his - 

^l^uncing tbe side at Lefips, • 
Bedser deland^. ihd inkipi'- 
ttovorsles in .Oie t/mptmtikit. by 
saykig, *A ihr^monm ' 

dia is QUiie.-duKceht fessa.a fivm < 
day .Tsm mpteh in.Eaglaiid'’. Bar^ 
11m he had pidd • glowing trUnKi to 
Botham, w^thov^ troubled by a 
recurretice of his muck problem af 
prtkmatt is dba central fuura ia-th* 
party. Indeed; Eimlmm inre«ei».' 
tive of ^fenmsortlie others, wju- 
iMuikhBi^yatLtbeeaecessattlida ■ 
eaaaordmiHryjoddmtark ‘ r.‘- 

ASHIS .WY, tondpn ^ 
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Allan Border: the Southpaw Samson 


SUPRAKASH GHOSHAL profiles the man on whom 
Australian cricket leans heavily 


N orth Sydney High School has 
produced ;< number of Australian 
Test cricketers, notable among them 
being Peter Philpott, Ian Craig and 
Graeme Hole. But the most famous of 
Its products at present is without 
doubt Allan Robert Border. 

Born on July 27,1955, Border joined 
Mosman’il first-grade side at the age of 
16 After a few years of rigorous 
training he found himself making his 
debut for New South Wales at the age 
of 21 It was during his first match for 
the State side that his talent was 
officially recognised His innings of 36 
prompted team captain David Colley 
to predict his future emergence as one 
of the best batsmen produce d by the 
State 

Colley’s prediction began to emerge 
into reality Soon after his State debut. 
Bolder began to play fot the 
Gloucestershiie second team, the 
result of a note from Brian Tabei to 
Frank Thistleton ol Whitbiead 
Breweries The experience on the 
field—and off it, too—was invaluable 
Savs Border, leminiscing, “Captain 
Mike Procter invited me to join in 
pre-season training At the players’ 
loi dl put) I had my first pint of English 
ale Some hours later they poured me 
out at mv small flat’’ Out in the 
centie, thoiigli, Border distinguished 
liim.sc'lf with two centuries, one of 
which amounted to 159 tor Robins XI 
against Cambridge University, an 
encounter which was ranked as a first 
class match 

In the 1978 Lancashire League 
Border turned out tor East Lancashire, 
distinguishing himself when his side 
was faced with the seemingly 
impossible task of scoring 290 runs off 
36 overs in ordei to beat opponents 
Ravtensrall Yet the impossible was 
accomplished East Lancashire won 
with seven wickets standing and an 
over to spare, thanks to a cavalier 
innings by Bordei who hit 13 sixes and 
15 fours to emerge with a score of 179 
not out It was an innings which was 
rated as genuinely top class and in 
some quarters his batting style was 
likened to that of the great Everton 
Weekes 

Bordei recalls, “1 had been a bit of a 
dasher but on English tracks I had to 
tighten up my game, watching the bail' 
closely It all seemecl to come together. 
I made 2,200 runs, average about 50, 
and took 72 wickets 1 recommend the 
trip to anyone thinking of going”. 

It was clear that this budding genius 
was profiting from the exposure he 
was getting to English conditions. 
.Back home, in the colours of New 
South Wales, he earned praise from 
criucs in a State game against 
Queensland. He faced a menacing Jeff 
Thomson with confidence and skill in 


equal proportions and played the role 
of saviour, holding together a 
crumbling innings by virtue of a 
dogged 67 in 198 minutes 
His career was nearing an important 
juncture at aiound this time Two 
consecutive centuries towards the end 
of 1978, drove home the message to 
Australian Test selectors that a new 
player with enormous potential was on 
the threshold of dpnning a “baggy 
green”. 



Australia s hero ol the Iasi Test displays his 
lucky beard and a b'Oken linger 


True to form. Border was selected 
for the third Test against England and 
there began a significant new era. 
Ex-captain Bob Simpson described 
him as the most improved batsman in 
Australia with the mental discipline 
and defence needed to survive in the 
cruel world of Test cricket. Border 
failed to live up to expectations but his 
debut score of 29 drew generous praise 
all round. In the words of his skipper, 
Grah-im Yallop, “A1 has great 
application He plays very straight He 
doesn’t care who is bowling, he plays 
the same". Amid the adulation. Border 
remembered nevertheless to give 
credit to his English training with 
Gloucestershire and the two seasons in 
the Lancashire League to which he 


owes much of his success. "They 
improved my cricket and gave me the 
incentive to try my luck as a full-time 
cricketer” 

Shortlv before the arrival ol the 
Pakistani team in Australia, Border 
reached a new level of perfection, 
which, as he was to admit later, 
instilled tremendous confidence in 
him. Against Ta.smania he made 100 
off only 179 deliveries and emerged 
the only man to score three Shield 
centuries that season 
It was against Pakistan that Border 
reached a memorable milestone of his 
career—his first Test ton At 
Melbourne he scored 105, a gritty 
innings that took him all of six and a 
half hours. A chanceless innings, it 
heralded the arrival of a new 
Australian superstar Border played a 
model innings, batting calmly and 
confidently against the pace attack of 
the tourists, spearheaded by Sarfraz 
Nawaz In his 275 minutes at the 
crease, he hit only seven boundaries, 
an indication of the doughty little 
batsman’s self-restraint 
At Perth, however, Bordei began to 
have problems. True, he got 85, but it 
was an undistinguished innings, when 
Border s'’eemed to struggle for runs It 
was the kind of innings that no one— 
least of all the batsman—would want 
to be reminded of He got his runs off 
as many as 245 deliveries and survived 
two caught-and-bowled chances off 
Imran Khan at 47 and 61 When finally 
he was out, only sighs of relief must 
have been heaved by everybody 
present, including himself 
As a batsman. Border is stylish, 
aggressive, and above all dependable 
He came into his country’s Test side at 
a time when it consisted of fledglings, 
with the established, older stars 
playing for Packer’s World .Senes 
Cricket Border added an element of 
firmness to the national side and 
helped shepherd the team through 
many a crisis Technicallv, he opted 
for front-foot play, the method 
adopted by most of his contemporaries 
and one used by Border to great 
advantage This tactic gives the 
batsman a stance conducive to stroke- 
play With a straight, controlled 
backlift. Border drives effectively 
while drawing on his forearm power It 
is a useful technique that helps him 
evade the areas of risk where other 
batsmen have floundered 
In his careei Border has faced many 
dangerous bowlers all over the world 
But the most devastating to his mind is 
Jeff Thomson, of whom he says, 
"Thommo—he is so much quicker than 
anyone else You have to get used to 
his pace ” Second to Thomson, in 
Border’s estimation, is Pakistani fast 
bowler Imran Khan. He moves the ball 
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in the air as well as off the ground. 
Even when his hand is high overhead 
he produces outswing that can make 
you miss” 

Border had a prolific season during 
the 1979 Australian tour India He 
started with a magnificent century in 
the first Test at Madras, at a stage 
when the tourists needed a big stand 
Border occupied the crease for 416 
minutes and .scored 162 alongside 
skipper Kim Hughes who also 
registered a century The young NSW 
batsman seemed headed foi a well- 
deserved double century when he was 
tragically lun out, backing up too far 
only to see a powerful Yallop straight 
drive deflected bv Doshi onto his own 
stumps Bordei tell just one run 
behind Norman O’NeilTs record foi 
Austtalia in a Tost against India, an 
•innings Border will always look back 
on with pride 

Though he maintained his form in 
the second Test, scoring 44 valuable 
runs in the first innings, he failed to 
find his touch in the third Test which 
Australia lust by the humiliating 
margin of 153 runs With scores of 24 
and 8 in the two innings rc.spcctively 
Border failed to cast himself in his 
customarv role of saviour 

Border dragged his poor form on to 
the next Test—the fourth—at Delhi 
Reeling under a mammoth Indian total 
of 510 for 7 declared, Australia made 
298 in which Bordet’s contribution was 
an obscure 24 in the first innings and a 
somewhat improved 46 in the second 

In the fifth Test Bordet treated the 
cric ket-crary Calcutta crowd to a 
.spectacular h.dt (enturv, though in the 
second innings he could manage onlv 
eight runs before being stumped bv 
Kirmani 

Then came the sixth and the final 
Test at Bombay It was a disastei for 
Australia who suffered the heaviest 
defeat at the hands of India in the 
history of Test encounters between the 
two countries Critics described the 
defeat—by an innings and 100 runs— 
as abiect surrender But Border was 
not in a submissive mood In 
partnership with Hughes, who scored a 
magnificent 80, Bordet struggled on to 
salvage .some prestige, hitting a 
memorable 61 Australia may have 
lost, bur in defeat Bolder and Hughes 
emerged defiant And in the iinal 
averages, Bordei wa.s second onlv to 
Hughes, who had enioyed consistent 
success on the tour 

After his return from India, Border 
sutfeied a brief spell of pooi from only 
to reassert himself against the touiing 
English team at Perth tn the first Test 
iiiDecembei 1979 To avenge his early 
dismissal by Botham tor only four in 
the first innings. Border hit 115—his 
third Test centurv—in the second and 
thereby contiibuted richlv to 
Australia's victory ovei English by a 
margin of 138 runs It was an innings 
which not onJv left an impression on 
those wlio watched it but also— 
literally —gii the batsman as well With 
hts score on 109, Border was hit over 
the left eye bv a rearing delivery tiom 


Graham Dilley and had to be removed 
to hospital for stitches After medical 
attention, he leturncd to the crease 
with his contidcnce unshaken He did, 
howevei, take the precautum of 
donning a helmet thereafter 
In the second Test at Sydney, Bordei 
did not have much luck with the bat, 
but he era.sed memories ol this failure 
with his scintillating 62 at Melbourne 
in the thud Test With Greg Chappell, 
who was batting superbly. Border put 
up ta fifth wickei stand of 126 in 166 
minutes, thus paving the way for 
anothei .Australian viitoty Boidei 
finished thud in the final senes 
averages, but there weie even brightei 



£3iifrtc'f t‘i<’ i /lei", n/ Ihe Liowd 

tiftei hi^ I en/er> in Ifir finnl tt*s| of thp recontl\- 
fanrlutJctl A'.^es Sfv/fs 


days ahead He reai heel peak fioni in 
the third 'lesi against Pakistan duiing 
the 1979-80 tom, becoming the fust 
baisnitiii in Tesi hisioi v to reach 150 in 
each iniiint'.s Bordei scored fiis fourth 
Test bundled in ll'l niiniiles, ending 
the Inst iniiin’s .it 150 not out Rut 
that was not all He scoied 1.5.1 in the 
second innings to totind off the 
performance oi a iileiiiiie In fact, that 
was a season when Bordei was 
destined to slune Not onlv in lest 
■marche.s but on ihe domestic tioni as 
well, The 197980 Sheffield Shield 
engagements saw him hit an unlieaten 
200 iigainsi queensland in Brisbane, 
which brought him a ptompt offei to 


joill t^ie very team he had scored the 
runs against. In August 1979 came the 
Centenary Test It was a match which 
would stand out among all others in 
the annals of Test cricket Bolder, 
pet haps keeping this in mind, was 
deiernimed to do something 
significant and was i awarded nut 
undeservedly He was the only 
batsman in that encounter not to lose 
his wicket, and hatted in determined 
fashion against England's bowlers to 
score 5b not out and 21 not out 

Australia suiely did not have the 
happiest of times during their lust j 
concluded toui of England The most i 
fiusiiating ihing they could have | 
anticipated indeed hap|>c-ncd as | 
England staged a miracle lesunectiori ! 
afiei losing the first Test to the I 
tourists Howesei, one of the few plus i 
points loi the Australians on the tout 
will suielv be Boider's peiformaiues 
which prompted the Te/egrap/i [ 

to comment, "We have seen a niajoi I 
new batsman in Allan Boidei who is ' 
tuining into ihe key Australian ; 
plavei ” Indeed. Boidei baricd ' 
defiantly, often against ibe tide ol ' 
foi tune in seveial encounters I 

In the first innings ol the second 
Test he made a steady 64 wlin li could 
be seen as an indication of things to 
come But in the ifmd lest 
expel tat inns wi'ie somewhat 
dampenc'd as he pul up an inclifleteni 
show wiih eight ami. woist ol alt a 
duck in the second 

In the fourth Test living h.iid to 
regain Ills touch. Kiudei made a not-so 
uiiimpiessive 40 in the second miiings 
aHei batting toi ihiet and .i halt 
boms, lieloie <i straight uppish 
deliveiy Irom l-mbuic v made him play 
lorwaid onl\ to be caught In G.iitiiig 

Boidei lose lo tiis ties' in the titlh 
Test It was a decisive match as 
Brearlec's fiovs seemed all sel to 
clincii the Ashes But Boidei held hi 
giound despite an in|uied fint’ei in the 
left hand which was biiii.ed nine 
agam atic'i 40 niinme.s of iilay on the 
final day Australia lost, liiit not 
Border, who lemained um oiujueied 
witli a scintiJlaiing 128 

Border earned his piolific ftom on 
to the sixth Test I'lim in defence and 
CHlciilating in attack lie hit anothei 
■ nipeccahle innings of 106 once again 
lemaining unconqueied In the sec ond 
innings too, he pioved his worth and 
hammered the Englishmen for 84 
valuable runs 

Besides Ins obvious batting aptitude. 
Bolder lias proved his abilities in otbei 
departments ol the game loo As a 
left arm spinner he had made manv a 
breakthiough and, in addition, has 
pioved himself an asset tot his side as 
fielder 

Need a cricketei of such calibre pay 
heed to any supeistitioiis? Probably 
111)1 But superstitions nt'ed no leason 
and iced on the success and failures of 
the man posse csed with them Bordei 
believes that it is unlucky to shave 
during a match A iattei -dav Samsun. 
suiely, whose hirsuitt appearance i.s 
the source of his stiegch 
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The Terry 
Alderman 
success 
story 

ASHIS RAY 


thmiigh rlit- Idsl Avistr.i 
li.in stMM)n whfM tiu- idf.i ol 
linngiiig riTf\ Mdi'iman tci l-iigl.\iul 
wj‘. iitst intxiU'd, <1 rna|i)iitv iit vncki'f 
lovers in that loontiy wfie cjoite siir 
piisL'd at the suggestion Indeed. Kim 
Hughes, his State (<i[>tain, is said to 
h.f'e ieni.itked at that stage “He is not 
vet I f^adv “ 


III tail, even when the squad ot 
' 1 st •en was announced in Marsh, the 
J'i se.n old Western Austialian’s in 
< ill aon was Heated as veiv niusli ol a 
sniptise hv the Auslialian media To 
day lleghes desiiihes Ins teatniiiate’s 
pi-iformause as “plienomenar'. and 
ti'unni; Australian itickst wnft'rs and 
conmieiitaioi s soon lan out ot supeila- 
' lives ulun talking aliotit his ft .its 
; Iineiiinvosallv, Aldiiman is now the 
toast of all Aiistr.ili.i 

Aldetman tirsl hit the headlines in 
7'1, wlieii he took eleven witkets 
in the match ag.nnst 1-iiglaiid at Perth, 
j playing foi Weslei n Australia But the 
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display was on a beastly pitch, and 
although iiiiite sensational at the time. 
It did iioi i.nse out a lasting impies.s- 
lon Ol courseby this stags' ot his 
i.irreei, the up and t oming player had 
m.ide the iinpoitant switch fiom 
genuine last to fast medium, which 
cave him greater cuniiol ovei line and 
length, and more significaiitK, infused 
him with the ahilitv to move the hall 
much nioig 

Alderman in fact, even when tlie 
si]uad of sixteen was announced in 
Man h, the 24-yeat-old W'estein Au- 
stiahan's melusion wastteated asverv 
mush ol a suipiise by the Australian 
media today, Hughes describes his 
teammate’s petforniance as “phe 
nomeiial’', and touiiiig Austiahan 
s Ticket writei s and commentators soon 
ran out ot siipetlatives when talking 
about bis teats Unequivocally, Alder¬ 
man I. now the toast of all Australia 

Alderman tiist hit the headlines in 
l‘17S-7‘), when he took eleven wickets 
in the mate h against England at Perth, 
playing fot Western Australia But the 
displav was on a beastly pitch, and 
alihough quite sensational at 
the time, ii did nor raive out 
a lasting impression Of 
touise, by tl.is stage of Ills 
cdteei. the vp and-coming 
pldvei had made the impoi- 
tdiit switch tiom genuine last 
to tast medium, which gave 
him greater control over line 
.irid length, and mote signifi¬ 
cantly, infused him with the 
ahil'tv to move the hall much 
moi e 

Alderman, in fact, came to 


Britain foi the fust lime last year 
when he plaved as a professional loi 
Watsoniaiis lu Ldmburgfi “I enjoyed 
the experience very much The pitches 
were mostly wet and slow and while I 
was theie I learned that a good length 
hall IS fuithei up to the bat than it is in 
Australia ” 

The young man is one of five chil¬ 
dren in a family with strong sporting 
connections Hisiathei played Austra¬ 
lian Rules Football for Western Au¬ 
stralia, and prior to his entry into 
Tests, his 21 year-old sister, Denise, 
had achieved the family's highest hen- 
our, opening the batting tcir the Au- 
'’.tralian women’s side “I have bowled 
at her a couple of times in the nets” 
Alderman remarked, smiling, “and 1 
was very impressed too.” 

Alderman has light brown hair, 
handsome features and an amiable 
look about him He used to sport a 
beard, and lately a moustache, but 
now thrusts forth a clean-shaven 
appearance, which lends him a youth- 
fulness more in consonance with his 
years 

“When I was young I used 
to bowl oH four or five paces, 
then I was given some advice 
by Basil Rigg, a former Stale 
player He told me to come 
back and to howl off 25 paces 
and to see how it went For 
some time 1 had trouble with 
my run although it’s better* 
now, bull got wickets playing 
for Subiaco-P loreat in Pen¬ 
nant Cricket in Perth and 
ended the season playing for 
the State Schools’ side 
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a^inst Victoria in Melbourne and got 
nine wickets altogether in that match. 
At the start of the next season, 1974- 
75,1 was in the State side and played 
my first game against New South 
Wales at the Sydney Cricket Ground I 

f [>t five wickets in the first mnings ” 
ut this information had to be dragged 
out of him for he is a modest man, 
unsure about his own figures and even 
moie reluctant to divulge them 
He does, however, add. “I think 
Alan Turner was my fiist victim I had 
him caught in the slips or gully ” The 
latest Australian find, however, has no 
doubt at all that Lillee has been the 
biggest help to his career “Denis has 
been a constant source of encourage¬ 
ment to me. When he is fielding at 
mid-off or mid-on and is throwing the 
ball back to me, he keeps talking to me 
all the time He gets me thinking for 
he knows a hell ot a lot more about it 
all than I do He keeps picking up 
things that I have missed He’s been a 
bigger help to me tlian anvone ” 

B it Alderman has proved himself 
to he mentally tough enough to 
cope with the disappointment which 
inevitablv comes to all bowlers He 
reckons that the best thing (har hap¬ 
pened to him was being dropped from 
the Western AusMaban side “At the 
start of the 1976 77 sea.son I played 
two or three club games and a couple 
of State trials I hadn't bowled well, 
but I tbought I had done well enough 
to sta> III the side Then I was left out 
It made me realise that things weren’t 
going to come as easily as they did 
initially 1 got eveiything tai too easy 


in my first two seasons. 1 had made the 
step from schoolboy to State cricket in 
one season Getting dropped did me a 
world of good ’’ 

Phil Ridings, the chairman of the 
Australian selectors, is said to be the 
man who prompted his inclusion in the 
squad to tour England Ridings, a verv 
shrewd judge of the game, felt Alder 
man's abilirv to bowl within biinselt 
was greatly in his favour With I.illte 
and Hogg shaiiiig the new ball, the 
newcomei would make an ideal third 
seamer and a stock bow lei who could 
operate foi long spells and keep one' 
end going Indeed, he has rurned out 
to be a workhoise e\tiaoi dinars and a 
wicket-taker exceptional 

He was critical ot his own bowling 
the start of the tom "i was .living 
down the leg-side at Aiundei (his tirsr 
outing in England t and in Sri Lanka 
The trouble was that I had not h.id 
enough bowling, but u was getting 
better against ‘ Hampshire at South 
ampton ’’ 

Then, with Lillee Tecovering tioin 
his imeumonia. at Tieiu Budge he 
puked up nine wukc'fs in the first 
Test The ciuestioii as in wheihei Au¬ 
stralia would be .seivued adM|iiaiely 
by the new quicks had been aiisweied 
with a bang This was to be replaced 
again and again in the following 
weeks. 

He exhibits n good lUitswiiigei, and 
the ability to move the liall both wavs 
off the seam Throughoui the tour, he 
bowled against rho wind, and vet 
forced the batsmen to perpetuallv iuii 


ry theii strokes In addition, he was 
brilliant in the slips In fact, his pesti 
lence as far as Englishmen are con 
cerned was such that he became the 
target of assault by Lancashiie County 
Cricket Club membeis at Old Trafford 
during the fifth Test 

The first allegation was that Alder 
man had grabbed a spectator afiei 
being patted on the back as he made 
his wav back to the dressing loom But 
as 1-red Bnnett. the .Australian mana¬ 
ger laiet explained, “I'hi language 
was pi ft tv bad aiid ii had a lor to do 
with dunk Terry was giabhed .itiil 
then he pulled .iwav He is the most 
meek and mild gii\ in tin pari> 
England have, ot com si-, won the 
sc-iifs, and there is little likelihood ol 
a lepetition ot the jiu ident aiivwheie 
else this surnmei. but the- lespect 
■Alderman has e-itneti winch was bii* 
letlecied In the h-isribrs towards 
him -will, i>erliaps, bngei tor a vciv 
long time 

Wliat does he [laitii iilaiIv lernem 
ber in his caieer, lit w.;s risked on hn 
arirval in l.iigl.iiul tins ycai “A'ou 
remember am ocv.ision vou get G( 
(Greg Chappellt out I he tiist time I 
did It wai in niv tn -t oi sei ond season 
when I had him caught behind in 
Peith I bowled him an out'wiiigei .iiid 
he drove anti iinkod it ’ he is leirutted 
to have replied 

That, now, will sun K be snpeiceded 
by the inemoiv oi ilm sensational visit 
to England “A dream,'’ be i .ills ij But 
it IS a dream he h.is wor Led tor most 
ardous’v, and a dre.ini which h.is at 
last come true 


A/derrnae is surnjiinclnd dv inhikinl le.iin-nules after sfa'p/nq Uunoft '■'Orn .'eft Xe-'l M,i sd r.iftug Hou/ies .ifii/ IViiih/ it-irftv 'iK'-it'-O 
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Bring out BRITANNIA MARIE 


Teamates. the cup that cheers and 
the biscuit that goes with it, Britannia Mane' 
Just th** thing to serve when guests 
drop in The crisp light tea-time bite — 
Britannia Mane Keep a park handv 


BRITANNIA] 

fimt 
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the crisp tea-time favourite 


Britannia biaeuita ara the beat 

UNTAS-BIN-MRE 6-203 


























A mind-boggiing 
performance 


RICHIE BENAUD assesses the feats of Terry Aider- 
man, the young Australian who emerged as the 
sensation of the recently-concluded Ashes series 



'•n U\K ',tn h A/(irrnun ttoyiieJ hy Jan ,n thf* fourth Be/ow Mthr 

U^kt^s »»» 7sa'#* a fitpf frofi* Aldor*n,tn 



T erry alderman’s performance 

in England is the most sensational 
by an Australian bowlei ever By way 
of piouf, just lake a look at the sink 
ing rate of othei Australian bowlers 
who have taken 27 wickets oi moie in 
a senes in England 
Wa> back in 1921, MiDoiiald took 27 
wickets in the senes, whiih worked 
out to an aveiage ot a wiikei eveiv 45 
balls Then, in 1910, (tiinimeri took 29 
ai an average of a wicket »-\erv 71 
balls In 1934 we had O’Reilly who 
took 28, OI a wicket eveiy 71 balls, 
exaiily the same striking rate as ilrim 
niett Alter the St'coiid Woild War. in 
1948, Johnson took 27 wickets, or a 
viitiin in eveiv 6” deliveries Then 
c.itiie the gieat Oialuitn MrKenrie in 
19(i4. with 29 wickets at a rate ul n 
wicket eveiv 49 balls Eiiiallv. voting 
Aldeinidii, in lus debut sent s in 1981, 
taking no less than 42 wickets at a rale 
of a viciitn every 45 deliveiies 
His was a tiulv phenomenal display, 
Mtiiplv ten dll And when one takes 
into I(iiisiileianon the fact that this 
was lus lust lest series ii is indeed 
rnind bogglm)’, Tiue, even the great 
Denis Lillee was on I -s tirst visit to 
England in 1972 wlien he pet formed so 
ailmiiably fun he had ahead'' played 
Test ciuket befoit he embaiketl on 
the tup 10 the I'nited Kingdom 
It might he said mat foi a bowler ot 
Aldeiinan’s kind. Lnglisfi conditions 
are ideal The reality of it is. howevei, 
that he made the best of the conditions 
prevailing His is a riue, easy action 
and he is ijiiite 4harp, much quicker 
than he attiialiy looks This fart has 
often had the English batsmen in a hii 
of a tangle. 

He has a decent out swinger and a 
late inswinget and he moves the bal' 
both ways off the seam He is siiutlv 
an against-the-wind bowler and-this 
has been a leal boon tor his i aptaiii 
Added to this is the undeniable fact 
that Alderman possesses cxtraoidin- 
ary stamina 

In this respect, the interesting thing 
IS that three years ago, his energy was 
detinilelv suspect Now, after the 
Ashes senes, it is perhaps rathei iro¬ 
nical—although good news foi Austia- 
hans -ihat he is a foue to reckon with 
in intematioiial cricket 

Alclernian is a pleasant young man, 
tall and strong The selectors, I am 
•suie, expected him to do leasonably 
well on the tout, althougn 1 d,) not 
think even thev dated to anticipate 
just how well he- would serve his 
country Persoiiallv, 1 teel he will noi 
be as successful in Australia a.s he has 
been out heie in England as the wick¬ 
ets at home are liaider and less green 
Bur the experience ar>d confidence he 
has collected on this tout will stand 
him in very good stead 

I don’t think he will have anv diffi¬ 
culty holding on to his place in the 
side, and that's saying quite a lot | 
Don’t forget, Pa,scoe will be hack in I 
the reckoning next winter, ovei and ! 
above Lillee and Lawson There is ■ 
room only for two or three pace bow 
lers, yet Alderman is moie or lcs,s 
certain to be one of them 
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Safe bet under the bar 

SARAJIT DEB profiles Brahmanand Salg^oikar 


I NJURY hail been the bane of many a 
sportsman’s existence Some have 
been fortunate enough to recover and 
continue in the limelight, others have 
not been so lucky, having to abandon 
promising careers But there remains 
yet anoihei category those sportsmen 
who arc injured and who do not know 
whether they will evei be able to 
return to the scene of their former 
tiiumphs 

liiiludcd in the last category is the 
gallant Biahmanand Salgoikar, oi Sal- 
gaomai, Goa A custodian who has 
proved his mettle time and again 
against the best opposition, this out¬ 
standing goalkeepei would have been 
an automatic choice lor the Indian 
squad to fht Meideka and also 


erhaps for the Asian Games to be 
eld next yeai at Delhi 
But luck deserted Brahmanand 
when he needed it most During an 
exhibition match among the Asian 
Games probables, he rushed out in 
anticipation of a shot, getting his left 
hand crushed undei the boots of 
Rosario Antau in the process This 
resulted in a compound fracture and 
Brahmanand was rushed from Patna to 
Calcutta and operated on immediate¬ 
ly A plate and screw were employed 
to get the hand back into shape 

“When It happened, 1 shouted in 
agony, realising the extent of the in- 
lury,” said the injuied custodian 
“Now that the operation has been 


4 tinf Ci> to cuhf'ct thr bdll 



pronounced a success, I have the self 
confidence to return to the camp. Why 
shouldn't P I am very strong mentally 
and after all, several players have 
suffered compound fractures and yet 
have not quit the game Take Md 
Habib, Harjinder Singh, Inder Singh, 
to name but a few. 

“True, this is the worst injury I have 
ever suffered in my career, but what 
does that matter’ I feel that I am 
capable of leturning to the game. The 
last time I sustained an injury of this 
sort was in 1969, when I was travelling 
in a bus which overturned. But even 
that injury was not so serious by way 
of comparison ” However, even the 
best team of doctors and physicians 
could not get Brahmanand back into 
shape before the departure of the 
Merdeka team and the question of 
whether he will evei play at all is still 
difficult to answer 

Brahmanand was born on March 6, 
19S.'> at Ribandei, Goa He took to the 
game of soccer at a very early age and 
as he himself recalls, was an avid fan 
of the game as a schoolboy Goalkeep¬ 
ing came to him instinctively “1 used 
to pick up the balls when other keep¬ 
ers were playing and it was at this 
stage that 1 was advised to take to this 
department of the game seriously,” he 
recollected 

In 1970 he made his entry into 
bigttme soccer when he joined the 
Panvel Sports Club Four years later 
he switched over to Salgaoncar, whose 
colours he still continues to don. He 
came Kito the national limelight as 
early as 197.) when he was included in 
the Goa side for the Santosh Trophy. 
From 1975 onwards, he has been a 
regular member of the Indian side, 
first in the junior ranks and then 
progressing to the senior grade. Also 
in 1975, he was a member of the junior 
India side which participated in the 
Asian Youth Championships The fol¬ 
lowing year he donned Inoian colours 
at the Bangkok Youth Games and the 
same year he figured in the senior 
Indian team that toured Afghanistan 
A rare achievement, indeed, by any 
standard. 

This was followed by the Merdeka 
the same year In 1977, he toured 
Afghanistan again, followed by trips to 
Seoul, Zambia and ultimately to Bang¬ 
kok to participate in the King's Cup 
“But 1 missed the 1978 Asian Games 
because I was sick ” In 1979, he was a 
member of the Indian team that 
toured the Gulf countries Ultimately 
he went ro Singapore to participate tn 
the pre-Olympics last year 

B rahmanand has been a regular 
in the Goa State team over the last 
few years and has always hgured 
prominently in the side though he has 
been a trifle unlucky In the last two 
Nationals, at Coimbatore (1979) and 
Cuttack (1980) Goa lost in the semi¬ 
final stage On both they lost with the 
enforcement of the tie-breaker and on 
both occasions bowed out to the ulti 
mate winners, Bengal and Punjab re¬ 
spectively. This does not mean that 
Bi ahmanand had let his side down In 
fact. It was just the other way 






around—thou^ he saved a couple of 
I shots. It was nis colleagues who had 
' failed to convert their shots. 

^at Brahmanand is quite capable 
of handling penalty kicks had become 
evident as early as 1977 when on the 
Zambia tour he saved two shots out of 
three and at Seoul, the only one that 
was taken against India Not $un>ri- 
singly, therefore, he was called to the 
Asian Games camp where he per¬ 
formed very creditably till injury 
struck him down. 

Salgaoncar have looked after him 
quite well. He started as a junior clerk 
and in the course of time rose to the 
senior ranks, but his employees re¬ 
warded him with a promotion to offic¬ 
er's grade after he represented India. 
In turn, Brahmanand has also done 
yomen service for the club. Thou^ 
they have failed to win a major trophy 
at the national level, he has always 
excelled under the bar. This was again 
evident in the last Federation Cup at 
Madras. Though he let in the max¬ 
imum number of goals'(seven) in the 
quarter-final league, he saved his 
citadel from what looked like certain 
^oals on a number of occasions Surely, 
u Brahmanand had played for a better 
team, nis record would have been 
more creditable. Playing for Salgaon¬ 
car and Goa, he is constantly under 
pressure from rival forwards 
“Yes, I do have to conoibtrate all 
the time, but that goes for all )|oal- 
keepers. Anything can happen in a 
• split second. A long range shot might 


come from the midfield and if it enters 
the net, the blame wiU fall on the 
dustodian,” he said. Peter Thangaraj, 
the famed custodian of the Sixties, has 
been Brahmanand's inspiration. "He 
has helped me a lot, guided me. He 
was very safe and that impressed me a 
lot. Another goalkeeper who left a 
mark on me was Tarun Bose, who was 
very acrobatic. But I prefer safety-first 
tactics. Only when it is absolutely 
necessary do I go in for acrobatics. I 
always try to reach the ball and then 
hold it. When I’m confident, only then 
do I grip the ball, otherwise I prefer to 
fist it away. There’s no point in creat¬ 
ing unnecessarv danger, is there?” 

Brahmanand has some advice for the 
up-and-coming youngsters, who want 
to be goalkeepers “They must watch 
good goalkeepers in action, and try to 
speak to them and ask about the 
special training they undergo. They 
should get hold of someone capable of 
pointing out their mistakes, and gra¬ 
dually with time, th^ will learn the 
value of judgement. The most impor¬ 
tant aspect, of course, is to have a 
genuine love of goalkeeping, as well as 
a certain amount of confidence. The 
goalkeeper, being the last line of de¬ 
fence, has a very important role to 
play. Not only is he in total command 
of the penalty box, he can also guide 
the other players of his team because 
he is in an advantageous position from 
where he can watch the entire pro¬ 
ceedings. But all this can only come, if 
he has confidence in himself ” 


One cannot help but compare 
Brahmanand with Bhaskar Ganguly in 
the course of such an article, although 
this is destined to raise some con¬ 
troversy. Both have their plus points, 
Brahmanand with his height (six feet) 
and Bhaskar with his agility. There is 
very little to choose between the two 
As Prasun Banerjee, captain of the 
India team that toured the Gulf coun¬ 
tries and took part in the pre- 
Ol^pics, told me. “It is a very aiffi- 
cult choice Whoever is chosen to play 
the first match of the tour inevitably 
performs so well that it becomes diffi¬ 
cult to replace him.” 

What does Brahmanand himself 
have to say about this? “I think Bhas¬ 
kar should be preferred as he has 
proved himself on several occasions 1 
think he did a tremendous job at the 
pre-Olympics. He is very good in one- 
to-one situations and is always ready 
to take risks ” 

The youngest in a family of six 
brothers, Brahmanand enjoys music in 
the fashion of most Goans “I really 
love It,” he adds with a smile But he is 
definitely not a pessimist ‘T feel that 
the standard of the game in India is 
improving With proper planning and 
more international matches, we are 
bound to improve even further.” 

At this stage, the crucial—and ob¬ 
vious—question crops up again Will 
he recover to play foi his country once 
more? The gallant custodian is certain¬ 
ly not alone in hoping that the answer 
will be d lesounding “yes” 



So good 
you canTt keep it 
to yourself 


Coconut cookies. 
Lactobonbons Toffees 
Coconut crunch and 
Soft-centred sweets 
Peppermint rolls 
Minipops 


MOBTON 


SWEETS OF 
DISTINCTION 


MORTON CONFECTIONERY & MILK PRODUCTS FACTORY 
P.O. Marhowrah (Dial. Saran) Bihar 



28 



News: International 


WORLD CUP 

Brazil, Chile 

B razil, the only country to have 
won the World Cup three times and 
to have played in every final since the 
tournament’s inception, were the first 
country to actually qualify for the 1982 
World Cup playoff in Spain They 
thereby join automatic qualifiers 
Spain (hosts) and Argentina (holders) 
by virtue of having topped Group One 
of South America which featured Boli¬ 
via and Venezuela as well. As a rule, 
all matches are played on a home-away 
basis, where all the teams have to play 
two games against each country one at 
home and a second on their opponent’s 
home ground. Incidentally, Brazil won 
all their four matches 
Brazil played their away matches 
first, winning both by a one-goal mar¬ 
gin In the first match, against Vene¬ 
zuela, Brazil won with the help of a 
penalty converted by star player Zico 
However, the decision of the Uru- 
uavan referee, Ramon Barreto, was a 
It haish as the foul involved a casual 
handball by a Venezuela defender, 
Ziro, predictably, was the livewire of 
.the Biazilian attack and but for Vene¬ 
zuela’s tight defence, Brazil would 
have won comfortably 
In their next match, against Bolivia, 
they emerged triumphant 2-1 in an 
intense match They exhibited a super-, 
lor brand of soccer in the initial stages 
of the encounter and it was during this 
period that Socrates, with a fine head¬ 
er, gave Brazil the lead After this 
goal, both teams fought haid for sup¬ 
remacy and chances seemed about 
even as the Brazilians hit the post 
twice and the Bolivians once Just 
before the change of ends, Aragoena 
scored the equaliser with a terrific 
grounder but Reynaldo gave Brazil the 
match-winner after the interval 
By way of comparison, the home 
matches were easy affairs for Brazil 
They first beat Bolivia 3-1, Zico scoring 
all three goals, the first from a penah 
ty Against Venezuela, they notched 
up a 5-0 margin with Tita (two), Zico 
(one off a penalty). Junior, Socrates 
doing the scoring. In the first half, 
there was some resistance from Vene¬ 
zuela but Brazil put on the pressure in 
the second half and scored no less than 
four goals 

In the first match between the teams 
that did not make it to Spain, hosts 
Bolivia beat Venezuela 3-0 and it 
seemed during this encounter that 
their forwards were able to hnd the 
gap better than the Brazilians Agui¬ 
lar, Aragoena and Reynaldo were the 
scorers for Bolivia In the return 
match, however, Venezuela beat Boli¬ 
via by a solitary goal margin, Acosta 
scoring the only goal of the march 


qualify 

C HILE became the second team to 
qualify, topping Group Three of 
South America They remained un¬ 
beaten against Paraguay and Ecuador, 
the result, no doubt, of their training 
methods. Theirs was the lengthiest 
and most thorough team preparation 
process in the country's history and 
this paid rich dividends In their first 
match, against Ecuador on the latter’s 
home ground, Chile played a defensive 
game and were successful in their 
mission, gaining a point 
In their next away match, against 
Paraguay, they played defensively 
again, putting up a strong wall guided 
ably by the veteran Figueroa, back 
from the United States of America, 
where he plays for the Fort Lauderale 
Strikers Though Chile won 1-0, Para¬ 
guay were all over the field, attacking 
from the very beginning. But missed 
chances, coupled with poor finishing, 
began to have an effect on the players 

I . . . . . I M l. . 
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and at one stage the entire team 
moved into the attack, so desperate 
were they to win It was at this stage 
that they left themselves vulnerable 
and the Chilean defenders' long passes 
up-field spelt danger True enough, 
Yanez latched on to one of these and 
frustrated Paraguay’s hopes by scoring 
the only goal of the encounter 

As was the case with Brazil, the 
home matches were comparatively 
easy affaiis for Chile In their first 
home match, they beat Ecuadoi 2-0 
and made sure of a beith at Spain 
They took an early lead, through 
Rivas, but were unable to oveicome 
their nervousness due, no doubt, to the 
pressure on them to win at all costs, 
exerted by the home crowd Ecuador 
refused to give up and began controll¬ 
ing the match but the Chilean defence, 
again with Figueroa standing out, 
withstood the storm and five minu'es 
from the final whistle, Casezelv sealed 
the issue beyond doubt 

In the last match of the group, Chile 
beat Paraguay .3-0, though the match 
was of no consequence With the three 
goal victory, they finished with a 6-0 
oal record, which is indeed creditable 
y any standard They scored all three 
goals in the first 25 minutes of the 
match, through Caszely, Yanez and 
Neira 

An inkling of Chile's stiengtb was 
first made apparent last yeat when 
they held world champions Argentina 


to a 2-2 draw. Chile had played care¬ 
fully in their away matches and coach 
Luis Santibanez had said ‘'Even if I 
had told my boys to attack, they would 
not have done so in the away matches, 
because they still have that losing 
mentality. 

Paraguay, absent from the World 
Cup finals since 1958 (u-sually elimin¬ 
ated by giants Brazil and Argentina) 
saw this as their chance since neither 
country was in their group Paraguay 
arc the current South American cham¬ 
pions, but they did not play adventur¬ 
ously enough against the weaker 
Ecuador side and went down in an 
unexpected away defeat Paraguay 
attacked from the start and had at 
least three good chances but were let 
down by poor maiksmanship In the 
thud minute of the second half, 
Ecuador scored what turned out to be 
the match-winner, through defender 
Klinger 

In the return match, Ecuador held 
out for the first half against dominant 
Paraguay, but then defence fell to 
pieces after the interval and the home 
team (Paraguay) won comfortably 
with second half goals by Michelagno- 
li, Morel and Romero before Figueroa 
reduced the margin 

Among the other groups. West Ger¬ 
many look like the favourites to head 
Europe’s Group One, which comprises 
Austria, Bulgaria, Albania and Fin¬ 
land If they face any resistance, it will 
be tiom Austria who aie close behind 
West Germany Europe’s Gioup Two, 
consists of Belgium, Eiie, France, 
Netherlands and Cyprus but it is ex- 
tiemely difficult to forecast who will 
ultimately emerge as the leaders Till 
the time of writing, Belgium have 
secuied tune points from six matches, 
Eire seven from six, Netherlands six 
from five and l-rance six from four It 
will be an interesting battle between 
these European countries 

Wales leads Europe’s Group Three, 
comprising Czechoslovakia, the USSR, 
Iceland and Turkey The leaders have 
nine points from five outings and aie 
closely followed by the USSR with five 
from three and the Czechs with six 
ftom four matches Another interest¬ 
ing gtoup is Europe’s Group Four, 
which has England, Romania, Hun 
gary, Switzerland and Norway Eng¬ 
land have seven points from six out¬ 
ings, Rumania six from five iiid Hun¬ 
gary five from four They all have 
equal chances with Hungary posses 
sing a slight edge, as they have lost the 
least points Italy and Yugoslavia are 
vying for the top place in Europe’s 
Group Five, which also features De¬ 
nmark, Gieece and Luxembourg Both 
Italy and Yugoslavia have diopped 
two points in the five and four matches 
theV have played respectively 
F.uiope’s Group Six comprises Scot¬ 
land, Northern Ireland, Portugal, 
Sweden and Lsieal Scotland lead with 
eight points from five outings and in 
Europe’s Group Seven, it should be 
Poland who have won both their 
matches against East Germany and 
Malta 

A CORRESPONDENT 


29 




MIDDLE-DISTANCE 

RECORDS 

Coe and 
Ovett: 
odd couple 
of the track 

RANJITKUMAR GHOSE 

J OHN McENROE once said about 
Jimmy Connors “I’ll follow that— 
the ends of the earth. Every time he 
turns around he will see my shadow ” 
Though the relationship between 
Sebastian Coe and Steve Ovett, the 
two great middle-distance runners 
from Britain is no less cordial, neither 
of them will ever talk about the other 
in such a manner Still, sans the exple¬ 
tives deleted, the above comment nice¬ 
ly sum', up the attitude of the two 
arch-rivals to one another. 

Their rivalrv in respect of the world 
mile record has already attained a 
historic level and reminds one of the 
running battle between Gunder Haegg 
and Ame Andersson, both of Sweden, 
in the early Forties. Incidentally, I 
canno' resist the temptation of quot¬ 
ing what I wrote in an April issue of a 
local journal: “Bi>th Coe and Ovett are 
in excellent form now Therefore, it 
will not be too much to expect that 
their rivalry will clip some more 
seconds from the world mile record in 
the not-too-distant future.” Coe did 
recapture from Ovett the mile record 
at Zurich on August 19, setting in 
motion “the greatest 10 days of middle 
distance running the world is unlikely 
to have the pleasure of witnessing 
again,” as Ken Mays wrote in The 
Daily Telegraph. 

It would be wrong to assume, howev¬ 
er, that the intensity of the rivalry 
between Coe and Ovett is confined to 
the mile alone. Far from it Their 
rivalry embraces the entire range of 
middle-distance running which com-il 
prises the 800 metres, the 1,000 
metres, the mile and the 1,500 metres. 
True, the competition between the two 
is more intense in connection with the 
mile than with any other event. At any 
rate, in the period between August 19 
and August 28 the mile record 
changed Rands between the two maes- 
tros on no less than three occasions. 

It has been a case of Coe-Ovett-Coe- 
Ovett-Coe from July 17, 1979 to Au¬ 
gust 28, 1981 One notable fact is that 
no third runner has ever taken the 
mile record during this period. The 
Coe-Ovett seesaw Ras seen to it that * 
the record has been bettered by 2.1 
seconds in the process. It is an in¬ 
teresting coincidence that before the 
era of Coe and Ovett, none but the 
1 Swiss rivals, Haegg and Andersson, I 
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were able to recapture the mile record 
after losing it. Coe and Ovett became 
the third and the fourth runners re¬ 
spectively in the history of athletics to 
achieve the feat. 

Coe (born September 24, 1956) who 
first started to run at the a^e of 12, 
gained international recognition for 
the first time in 1975 when he won 
third place in the European junior 
1,500 metres. Two years later he went 
on to win the European indoor title 
over 800 metres, but his first real 
breakthrough came on July 5,1979 at 
the Bislett Stadium, Oslo, where he 
shattered Alberto Juantorena’s world 
record in the 800 metres, running the 
distance in Im 42.4 secs. “I will never 
forgiet it as long as I live,” Coe told 
Christopher Brasher afterwards. 

That was but the beginning. Coe 
delighted himself and his greatest fan 
Peter Coe—his father-cum-coach— 
when, twelve days later he won the $ 
2,000 Dubai Golden mile trophy, eras¬ 
ing John Walker’s four-year-old re¬ 
cord. And on the night of August 15 
that year he capped is superb perform¬ 
ance with his tRird world record m 41 
days, this time breaking Filbert Bayi’s 
five-year-old record in the 1,500m by 
one tenth of a second Coe literally ran 
into the history books, becoming the 
only athlete ever to hold the record for 
the mile, the 800m and the 1,500m at 
the same time 

But, as Coe himself admitted, “you 

Steve Ovett in action at the Cryatal Palace 



cannot live in history. Tomorrow is a 
different ball game...”. Ovett came 
from Breton to make sure that Coe 
did not. Which brings us to the second 
act of the drama. 

Ovett, senior to his Sheffield rival 
by just one year, had to his credit the 
European junior 800 metres record. 
But Ris preatest season (before any 
notewoimy confrontation with Coe) 
came in 1977 when he bagged both the 
European and Worid CupT.SOO metres 
titles. The British records for this 
distance as well as the mile were in his 
pocket till Coe appeared on the scene, 
setting the stage for the most intri¬ 
guing athletics duel in the second half 
of the twentieth century. 

On July 1 last year Oslo witnessed 
the second act of tRe Coe-Ovett drama. 
The venue was the Bislett Stadium. 
Coe set a world record in the l,O0C 
metres, his fourth. Four world records 
at a time was a truly astounding feat, < 
but Coe’s achievement lasted only 35 
minutes! 

Ovett stripped Coe of his mile re¬ 
cord to restore the status quo ante. It 
was a fine piece of simpliiication for 
kindergarten-stage children; three 
plus one minus one makes three! And 
this added a new dimension to the 
rivalry between the two Britons. From 
then on thev were the sworn enemies 
of world atRletics 

Each girded his loins for the show¬ 
down at the Moscow Olympics three 
weeks later. The million-dollar ques¬ 
tion on the lips of millions of athletics 
lovers was- Who will win the direct 
coirfrontation between the two in the 
800 m and the 1,500 m? 

T he Moscow Olympics were certam- 
ly crippled by the US-led boycott, 
but keen competition in certain fields 
(and, of course, sincere USSR efforts 
to make it a success) acted as a healing 
balm to a great extent The Coe-Ovett 
double encounter was one such phe¬ 
nomenon. But in this third act of the 
drama there was an interesting rever¬ 
sal of roles which merits more than a 
passing mention 

After he had broken the mUe record 
in 1979 Coe hastened to explain that 
his real event was the 800 metres. On 
the other hand, the sporting public all 
over the world was inclined to believe 
that the 1,500 metres belonged to the 
Brighton middle-distance runner. This 
was so not only because of his earlier 
records, but Ovett was the 1,500 
metres European champion as well in 
1978. 

On July 26.1980 the Lenin Stadium 
remained aghast as C^e surrendered 
the 800m gold to Ovett. Peter 
could not conceal his disappointment. 
He exploded. “First is first and second 
is nowhere. That silver medal will go 
in the bottom drawer, if we don’t 
throw It away. He ran like a novice.... 
He ran like a chump and now he feels 

ashamed.He was very silly. Stupid. 

Now he’s the one who has to live with 
it. He’s not feehng depressed. He’s 
experiencing anger and disgust. To my 
dying day I won’t be able to explain 
what happened.” 




Coe had to wait till August 1 when 
he turned the tables on' Ovett in the 
1,500 metres, the latter’s favourite 
event. While Coe took the gold, Ovett 
finished behind Jurs^n Straub (GDR) 
to take the bronze. Ivo world or Olym¬ 
pic record was rewritten in either of 
event but the spectators had definitely 
been treated to their money’s worth 

When British promoters arranged a 
Golden Mile at the Crystal Palace on 
August 25 last year after the two 
returned home, it was a sellout, Coe, 
however, cried off eventually and the 
much-awaited direct confrontation did 
not take place. Ovett lost a possible 
chance of wresting the mile record. 
However, 48 hours later he ran the 
1,500m at Koblenz (W Germany) as if 
with a vengeance and bettered Coe’s 
record in 3m 3136 secs Thus the 
Olympic reverse apart, Coe received 
two blows from Ovett in less than two 
months which cost him two world 
records 

No further records were broken by 
this talented pair last year. lu 1981, 
the goals of the two rivals are identic¬ 
al, namely, recouping the loss and 
consolidating the gained Coe im¬ 
proved both records left to him, the 
800m (1-41 72 secs) at Florence on 
June 10 and the 1,000m at Oslo on July 
12, perhaps thinking all the time about 
the mile and the 1,500m which had 
slipped fiom his grip 

Knowing perfectly well that his re¬ 
cords were threatened, Ovett has repe¬ 
atedly tried to improve on his 1,500m 
timing but without success At Oslo 
(twice), Milan, Lausanne and 
Budapest, Overt chased his own 
1,500m record, obviously with an eye 
to keeping Coe at bay But till the time 
of sending this article to press, all he 
could do was to surrender his hard- 
earned mile record to Coe. 

Before tracing how the milfe record 
swiftly changed hands within the span 
of ten days, from August 19 to August 
28, some stray incidents can be re¬ 
capitulated to measure the depth of 
the rivalry 

When on July 7 at Stockholm, Coe 
just faded to get his most-sought-after 
record—in the 1,500m—(3m 31.95 as 
against Ovett’s record 3m 31.36) be¬ 
cause his pace-maker James Robinson 
dropped out after two laps, he was 
furious He complained bitterly about 
the track officials’ lapse in not sup¬ 
plying him lap times and said, “The 
most obvious track courtesy was not in 
operation at this meeting ’’ Later a 
cooler Coe said that he was “very well 
and not as he was after being beaten in 
the Olympic 800 metres final” by 
Ovett 

Again, when Coe regained the mile 
record on August 19, tie said he was 
disappointed at not having shattered 
Ovett’s 1,500 metre mark as well on 
his way. 

When Coe broke his own 1,000 
metres record at Oslo, he made his 
intentions clear, (That was on July 12). 
“It (the 1,000m) is nut an Olympic 
distance, but it is the logical step 
between the 800 and 1,500 metres and 
I now know that I can concentrate on 


the 1,500 and the mile for the rest of 
the season because there is nothing I 
can add to the shorter distances If I 
can get the 1,000 riglit, then the rest 
should be okay” 


Sebastian Coe during the Van Damme Memorial 
meet at Brussels 



The fourth act of the Coe-Ovett 
drama began with the former’s recap¬ 
ture of the mile record at Zurich 
where 27,000 cheering fans including 
his father and mother Angela saw him 
clocking 3m 48.53 secs Ovett grabbed 
the honours again (3m 48 40 secs) at 
Koblenz on August 26, though the 
threat of non-recognition on technical 
grounds clouded the record for some 
time. 

Came the lAAF Golden Mile at the 
Ivo Van Damme Memorial meet in 
Brussels on August 28 Coe had come 
to Brussels with an eye not to the 
record but just to winning Ovett’s 
success, however, spurred him on and 
he did It f3m 47 33 secs) in stunning 
style World record-wise, the scoie 
stood at 3-1 in favour of Coe 

The relation between the two greats 
of middle distance is a shaky one Did 
Coe congratulate Ovett after the let¬ 
ter’s 800m gold haul in Moscow'^ 

“Yes, I did, but I don’t remember 
him saying anything” And when Ovett 
was asked if there was any personal 
animosity between them he said “It 
would be wrong to call us friends, but 
there’s no bad feeling between us” 

That more than adequately sums up 
the relation between the two True, as 
Ovett pointed out, the bad feeling was 
a brainwave of the media “The media 
has to be black and white. Seb is white 
and I am black ” 

The two will not meet again before 
the Coca Cola meeting at Crystal 
Palace this month But even then the 
outcome is immaterial For Coes and 
Ovetts transcend themselves And sci¬ 
ence IS learning from the athletic lives 
of men like Ovett and Coe, as they 
progress further into the unknown 
territory of human limits Each record 
attempt is another experiment and 
each experiment another harsh ordeal 
for the human exhibit under observa¬ 
tion 
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The 

powerboat 

racing 

struggle 

TIRTHANKAR GHOSH 
traces the beginnings of 
the war 

Grey skiei above. Drizzles 
Eater the knights Like members of 
some galactic force, they stand an the 
pier, orange helmets in the crooks of 
their elbows Each raises his head, 
sizing up the other Not a word is 
spoken Just nods oi deference ot 
perhaps dismissal 

Strapping on their helmets, each 
ste^s into the cockpit of a sleek, 
powerful charger, vaguely reminiscent 
of an aircraft with¬ 
out wings Embla¬ 
zoned across their 
helmets and on the 
sides ot then craft 
are names names of 
the high and the 
mighty 111 the world 
of business 
In then thick, pad¬ 
ded anoraks, the hel- 
meted knights aie 
ready to go out to 
battle in a war in 
which reputations 
will be made and 
lost, sponsors will be 
foi gotten and 
gained It will be a 
war ot speed and 
powei, skill and 
nerves Above all, it 
will be a war nhich 
will keep alive the 
enmitr rot only 
among the competi- 

manufactuiers of The Oig-angmad OZ 
the strange, wingless craft as well 
Finally the signal Within seconds, 
speeds reach 125 mph The wingless 
craft surge forward in a buist ot .speed 
Their hows rise: they flv foi 20 or 25 
yards before landing on the water 
again This could be a war to death but 
the competitors, unmindful of that, 
race on 

T ins IS the world of inland power¬ 
boat lacing The wingless monsteis 
ate the latest variation of speed¬ 
boats—the Formula One series Power 
boar racing came to be recognised as a 
sport ever since boats with engines 
became an accepted fact. Races were 
held, perhaps foi the first time around 
1895 But the sport gained popularity 
in the 19.50s when the lighter outboard 
motors u/oio added tn boats Rv 195b. 


offshore racing was officially a sport. 
It continues to be popular but is wide¬ 
ly regarded as a sport for the affluent 
Indeed, owners of such boats spend 
nearly as much as Rs 10,000,000 a year 
on their running. 

Not many can affoid that sort of 
money when inland powerboat racing 
IS so much more cheaper The light¬ 
weight boats used for competing in the 
Formula One series cost in the region 
of the equivalent of about Rs 4,00,000 
a year to run And the running cost 
works out even lower when one consid¬ 
ers the number of sponsors for each 
boat 

With the increase in sponsors there 
ha.s been piessure to raise the per¬ 
formance of the boats Higher speeds 
have always been the goal for the 
sponsors, the manufactUMsrs and of 
coutse, the powerboat drivers. Not so 
very long ago, the fastest boats were 
the two-litre ones, i.e., those with an 
engine capacity of two litres. However, 
those who wanted faster boats natural¬ 
ly could not get them in the two-litre 
series 

The loophole in the law was soon 
fount! According to the official classi¬ 
fication, Formula One powerboats 
should be “2,000 cc and over ” The two 
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boats line up on Lake Como 

words, “and over” provided the excuse 
needed to beat the organisers at their 
own game Those very words have 
been the cause of a lot of lealousy 
among the drivers. In fact, they also 
caused a major upset in the powerboat 
racing world- this year, instead of a 
single Foimula One Powerboat World 
Championship, there are now two 
The stoiy behind the fracture starts 
about foul years ago The world cham¬ 
pionship was decided (till the forma¬ 
tion of the second world championship 
this year) on the total points won in 
the six Grands Prix held in Europe and 
America through the year. The Paris 
Grand Prix, four years ago, was a 
significant event for powerboat com¬ 
petitors. Not only was it a gruelling 
six-hour race, but it was also a race 


wlSich caused tremors in the racing 
world. It was the first time that a boat 
“over 2,(X>0 cc" took part. 

This was the spark to the highly 
volatile world of powerboat engine 
manufacturers. Rivalry among manu¬ 
facturers had existed all along and 
now that an“over 2,000 cc” boat had 
taken part, the battle which had 
formerly existed only behind the 
scenes, now burst out into the open. 
Design engineers took out their draw¬ 
ing boards to set new standards. 

Foremost in the war were the two 
world leaders in marine power en- 
mnes—Mercury Marine Company and 
OMC (the Outboard Marine Com- 

E any) This was the opportunity both 
ad been waiting for and they used it 
to maximum advantage. Each channel¬ 
led in more money and more research 
in order to manufacture the fastest 
and most powerful engine in the 
world. 

Four years of work produced, what 
each hoped, was the best The com¬ 
panies hand-picked 12 of the world’s 
leading powerboat drivers to test the 
engines for them Within a short while, 
the engines proved their merit—most 
of the prizes in the Grand Prix were 
snatched away by the 12 drivers in 
question Their 
boats were given 
special classification 
letters—OZ—by the 
spurt’s organisers to 
diffeientiate them 
from the less power¬ 
ful two-litre engined 
boats used by many 
of the Formula One 
drivers. These were 
named the ON. 

T he laws legard- 
ing engine speci¬ 
fications were nazy 
and to confuse mat¬ 
ters further, Renato 
Molinari, the Italian 
powerboat racing 
champion, competed 
in the Italian Grand 
Prix ui a boat with 
two engines! That 
caused a furore 
among the drivers as 
Molinari had 
stretched the “over 
2,000 cc" point very 
far indeed In 1980, the driveis of the 
less powerful boats put their foot down 
and took steps against the OZ boats 
No less than 28 of them ganged up and 
signed a petition, asking the organis¬ 
ers to ban the OZ boats from the World 
Championships. And while the OZ and 
the ON camps fou^t it out, some 
sponsors quietly wiuidrew their sup¬ 
port 

Perhaps the first to react officially, 
and in the right direction, was the 
Cotswold Motor Boat Racing Club, the 
organisers of the Bristol Grand Prix 
The club’s commodore, Charlie Shep¬ 
pard, a 71-year-old retired civil en- 

§ ineer with a passion for powerboats, 
ecided to ban the OZ machines from 
taking part in forthcoming Grands 
Pnx. He said that Formula One rnrins 




32 


Responding to the Cotswold Motor- 
boat Racing Club’s directive, four of 
the six world championship Grands 
Prix organisers also decided to ban the 
“over 2,000 cc” engines from the 
Grands Prix races. The other two orga¬ 
nisers did not follow suit. Result: two 
distinct camps. Today, there are a 
senes of six Formula One races orga¬ 
nised by each camp. 

Sponsors like the cigarette manufac¬ 
turers, John Player Special, and a few 
others have come out in full support of 
the OZ machines and the “unlimited’* 
Formula One races. But there are not 
many advocates of OZ only about 10 
boats can take part, all run on OMC 
engines. The other camp is supported 
by FONDA (a recently formed orga¬ 
nisation—the Formula One Drivers’ 
Association) and aided financially by 
Mercury 

T his camp is firm in its belief that 
their Grand Prix would be more 
interesting and competitive if 25 boats 
take part, unlike OZ’s 10. OZ, howev 
er, have captured the world’s top driv¬ 
ers Bub Spalding (the present world 
champion), Tom Percival, Renato 
Molinari (the Italian champion), Fran¬ 
cois Salabert (the French champ) and 
Ceesvandcr Velden (the Dutch cham¬ 
pion). 

Perhaps because the top ten are not 
allowed to take part the two-litre en¬ 
gine lima has caused a lor of unhappi¬ 
ness. Champion racer Bub Spalding 
believes that while there was a need 
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Jack Leek (centre) of John Player, with colleagues in the team van 


for a limit it was unfair of the ON camp 
to limit them with only a few months’ 
notice “especially when OMC do not 
have a commercial engine capable of 
competing’’ in the two-litre class But 
then OZ racing was “more exciting and 
more spectacular’’. Spalding, vowed 
never to stoop to accept the ON camp’s 
rules. 

But the aftermath of the limitation 
war has already been ielt in both the 


The stery en hie traeii 


T he engine controveroy has 
brou^t atidut two world-power* 
boat racing championshipa in, 

More or less the tame tteigliap'', 
pened on the Giaind Priit Motpr 
racing tracks this year. ' - 
There are rules for enginas on. 
Ponnula One racing cara»*-notinal. 
anglaas have to be of IkOOO’oc whila 
supercharged ones are of 14^00 cc. ' 
With these limitations, designers 
have thought of ways to OjAradt the . 
highest speeds**«‘*ottt*tiiiB*» 
reachiu 200 mphon-etraiibt tra^ 
and ISO mph on cttrveS. Aerodlyita- 
nk deeigiu have halpad oiSL. 

The principle of "iproand- 
was Rnt usejd by racer Colin Chap* 
inaa. His totus garage eni^iiHMlf 
made a smooth undeitaniage w 
the racing car. similar; to tha wing' 
- of 0 plana. TUs undorcarriagafava-.- 
^ racer what is npW kntwn .as a 
force’*. Thk “fbrca** pulk« li 
tM racer to the froisniEL a tector of ' 
'imaumse help thnag cnirm 
..at nigh spaada. . 

- EotnppM with the smqoth iijpite- 
;caniw cars couM^talea cmtsKfiiL 


(q0«oa between the undermriiita ^ 
-m-ilia grtMihd, Gsnsing a lefiiid or ' 
meant ti^inibtwa , 

spc^. had ifttla chanejii^ ^ ' 
maiag oyer.* 

At tM start of the saihMin . 

vaar, me Faris-basad FOdiwatioa .■ 
utternfAional du Sport Aatomomle,' 
dadded,tQ ban skirts on racer* and ' 
ordered, that there shovild be a. . 
daaranca of 6 cm' between the 
bodywork and the urounAlhi* was . 

. rasanted by the Ehglkh Fenimtn 
Obe Constructors Assodikkn. So 
sbymg'was the resentment tiiat;ler* 
^''Ecclestone wss'oa )ha wcria of , 
weaking vp the duaaidonslii)^' 
into two groups. 

/Latm, good sense pteyailed and . 
tjdie Eirnioi and the witish signed' 
% egraement, suiuwy tancd, n'- 
^‘Coiikortle Agreement." TMra 
- mnild be no skuts bnt there wnM 
-be new variable anspension qra' 
tarns. Enginems gave foil play to 
their imaginative talrntt and came 
tip trumps: -push a button or a lever 
and the whole car.goes down. 
Thereby, racers era measured in 
f the i^s by the orfshisert to check 
: if diey confmm to tlm 6 cm dear* 
'.once rule, but ah soon a* they move 
i oh to the track they can forget the . 
f rifles as their racers hug the 
I'fround. / 


camps At Bristol, 24 boats took part 
but in the Brussels Grand Prix the 
number decreased to ten; while twelve 
OZ boats competed in West Germ'any, 
only eight were available for the Ita¬ 
lian Grand Prix at Lake Como. 

Even the manufacturers who pre¬ 
viously remained nonchalant with re¬ 
gard to the whole issue are now sitting 
up. Soon, they feel, an understanding 
will be reached between the two 
camps, because Japanese engine 
manufacturers like Suzuki and Yama¬ 
ha who are already taking part in the 
small-engine category will be entering 
the larger size engine classes OMC 
will then have to produce two-htre 
engines commercially to maintain su¬ 
periority “It IS like driving a car at 
300mph across a rutted field.’’ That’s 
what Alan Jones, the world motor 
racing champion driver said after 
trying out a powerboat Rutted field or 
not. It is a dangerous sport There have 
been only about ten Formula One 
accidents in nearly as many years 
Most of the accidents happen because 
of flips—the backward somersault af¬ 
ter a boat takes off And flips do occur 
regularly for to be really fast, a power¬ 
boat driver has to literally make his 
craft fly over the water 

Powerboat drivers remember the 
accidents very vividly and otten talk 
about them In 1974 the former Italian 
champ, Censari Scotti’s boat flew out 
of control and he was left stuck to a 
bridge parapet. More recently, the 
two-man crew of a rescue boat were 
torn to pieces by the propeller of a 
boat which flew over them. In 1980 
Austrian Erwin Zimmerman was 
thrown out of a boat 

In spite of ihe accidents and the 
division of the powerboat sporting 
community into two distinct camps, 
Formula One racing continues to thrill 
sport addicts For the addict cannot be 
like the Shah of Persia who did not 
like watching a horse race simply 
because he was aware that one horse 
was fastei than the rest 
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Ghous Mohammed’s 
fight against cancer 

In 1939, he became the first Indian to reach the quarter-final stage of 
Wimbledon. Four decades later, he Is unable to speak because of tongue 
cancer. ASHOK KAMATH went to Hyderabad to conduct a most unusual 
interview, in which Ghous Mohammed wrote down the answers to the questions 

because of his inability to speak 

I 

F or the post-Independence genera- 6 
tion of tennis enthusiasts of this E 


A/ tion of tennis enthusiasts of this 
country, the name of Ghous Moham¬ 
med will hardly ring a familiar note 
Ask any present generation follower of 
the g’-ne “Who was the first Indian to 
make it to the <][uarter-fiiials of a 
Wimbledon championship’” and, nine 
to one, the answer will be “Rama- 
nathan Krishnan” or, worse still, “Vi- 
jay Amntraj”. 

Not without reason though the last 
time Ghous Mohammed played for the 
country was in 1947, as captain of the 
Indian Davis Cup squad Just to set the 
record straight for the uninitiated, the 
first Indian to enter the last eight of a 
Wimbledon championship was indeed 
Ghous Mohammed, who accomplished 
this feat way back in 1939 

Today, this man is suffering from 
cancer of the tongue We went to meet 
Ghous Mohammed at his Humayun 
Nagar residence in Hyderabad on Sun- 
dav, August 30 Mrs Siddiqua, the 
eloest daughter-in-law of the ailing 
tennis star, informed us that "Pappa” 
had developed fresh complications the 
previous night and had been rushed to 
hospital 

“His health took a turn for the worse 
three days ago and last night he did 
not have a wink of sleep despite the 
sedative that was administered to him 
He began spitting blood—it was a 
dreadful sight—and was in great pain. 
I have never seen anyone suffer so 
much as Pappa has over the past few 
days But he is a brave man Even in 
acute suffering, he puts up a brave 
front,” she said 

The scene shifts to the Mehdi Nawaz 
Jung Cancer Hospital, Hyderabad We 
walk into Ward Number One half 
expecting to find a decrepit old former 
national tennis champion, bedridden 
and melancholic, ready to dole out sob 
stones by the dozen on the slightest 
provocation 

Instead, the person we meet is some¬ 
one who strikes us almost immediately 
as one who stubbornly refuses to be 
cowed down by the dreadful disease 
he IS suffering from In the first inst 
ance, Ghous Mohammed’s cancer- 
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Ghous Mohammed mrd family fnenas 

Stricken tongue prevents him from 
speaking normally So how was he 
going to answer our questions’ 

No bother He would write down his 
replies We were a little hesitant, but 
seeing this, he shooes away with a fiini 
hand the suggestion fiom his wife and 
eldest son nor to sriaiii himself He 
adjusts the pillows he uses to prop 
himself up on the bed railing and looks 
at us as though to say: “Go ahead, 
what are you waiting for?” 

Our photographer meanwhile is 
readying himself to take a few photo¬ 
graphs and the patient indicates to 
wait Reaching tor his pen and pad, he 
scribbles' “Take one of me with mv 
wife and son” The clicking done, we 
settle down for what one personally 
considers one’s most unique inter¬ 
view—in terms of the manner in which 
It was carried out 

G hous mohammed khan was 

bom on November 2, 1915 into a 
family of Jagirdars owing allegiance to 
the Lucknow Nawabi Given the econo¬ 


mic power of a Jagirdai\ in seini- 
feudal India, it would be superfluous 
on our part to say that Khan Bahadui 
Momammed Yusuf Khan—Ghous 
Mohammed’s late fathei—was a man 
of high means 

The familiar house in Mahhabad— 
some 25 kilometres from Lucknow — 
had an excellent tennis court within its 
premises The Jagirdat would invari¬ 
ably be found in a pau of tennis shoes 
when he was nut donning hunting 
bouts and out in the wild in search of 
game 

Not many youngsteis can boast of 
having a tennis court in a backyard 
and in Ghous Mohammed's case it was 
as though he was, to distort a cliche, 
“born with a tennis racket in his 
hand” But when he went to school in 
Aligarh it was a far more plebian 
sport—football—which caught his 
fancy 

"I was very good at football in school 
as well as tennis But my teacher 
scratched out my name from the foot- 




ball team afid forced me to concen¬ 
trate on tennis as it was felt this was 
the game I was best suited for ” Hind¬ 
sight tells us that the switch of loyal¬ 
ties from football to tennis was a very 
pt of liable one Three years later he 
was crowned the Aligarh Muslim Uni¬ 
versity (AMU) tennis champion 

The man who dominated the Indian 
tennis scene for the most part of the 
Thirties and Forties played his first 
Wimbledon championship in 1938 The 
next year he made history by becom¬ 
ing the first Indian (and the first Asian 
too. his son informs us) to reach the 
quartei finals 

It was in this round that he met his 
match 111 Bobby Riggs Riggs went on 
to win the crown that year but the 
American did spend a tew anxious 
moments in the quarter-final against 
the Indian star It was a good yeat foi 
Ghous Mohammed, having narruwlv 
lost the Queen’s Club title just before 
Wimbledon Subsequently, the in- 


was based largely on my serve~-l had 
a powerful service—and my lethal 
backhand" 

After his playing days he took up a 
job with the Osmania University in 
Hyderabad as chief sports organiser 
Did he feel that his services were not 
pioperly utilised by the All-India 
Lawn Tennis Association^ 'T’m soiiy, I 
think I shall not answer that ques¬ 
tion”, he writes 

But Ghous Mohammed did explain 
that Lawrence, the well-known tennis 
coach from F.ngland had a good word 
about his coacliirig prowess 'T did not 
know Lawience", he wrote, “but he 
had seen me plav at Wimbledon In 
summer I used to play at the public 
gardens and he saw me coach youngs¬ 
ters there. He went back to England 
and wrote an ai tide in a spurts maga¬ 
zine saying that Ghous Mohammed 
was the best coach in India and the 
wards under me weie in good hands oi 
.something to that effect The late 
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tervening yeais of World War Two 
pievented him, like countless other 
sportsmen, fioin living his fortunes in 
Internationa! competitions when his 
career was peaking 

W F decided to ask Ghous Moham¬ 
med to go on a nostalgic binge 
; What was it like playing tennis in 
those days-" How isas it diffeicnt from 
the standards obtaining today’ 

With a ceriain amount of difficulty, 
the onetime stai wr.ite “In my days, 
tennis was fun. pure and ■-imple fun 
Win OI lose, we would be happy to 
produce our best game each time we 
went out to do battle Now it has 
become a full-time profession and, of 
course, there is a lot of money in the 
game if you turn professional The 
only thing playeis aie butheied about 
now IS winning and making money 
Because of the fierce competition, you 
have unspoitsmanlike behaviour on 
court, and this is something that was 
not so common m our days. My game 


Jimmy Mehta also once wrote an arti¬ 
cle wheieiii he iccalled that even the 
great Bill 1'ilden could not help him 
sort out the problem with his (Jim 
my's) backhand while Ghous Moham¬ 
med managed to do it,” 

Even though he did not say it in as 
many words, it was obvious that he 
was hurt that his services were never 
used to the best extent at the national 
level He spent his energies helpin" 
promote sports—not just tennis—at 
the Osmania University, retiring from 
that institution in August 1974 
Hameeduddin Mehmood, a friend of 
Ghous Mohammed “for the past fifty 
years” described him as a perfect 
gentleman, generous to a fault and a 
great sportsman “in the truest sense of 
the term". Mehmood, who was at the 
ailing man’s bedside during the couise 
of the inteiview, opined that “Even 
though my good friend might not agree 
with me, I think the best match he 
played was the exhibition tie against 
McNeil of the United States here in 


Hyderabad. It was a glorious five- 
setter and after trailing, he came back 
in each of the five sets, only to lose 5-7 
in the decider I can never forger this 
match which I consider his best Mind 
you, 1 have seen a good deal of his 
playing career.” 

We asked Ghous Mohammed to 
nominate his most memorable match 
in terms of personal satisfaction “I 
have no hasitation,” he wrote, in nomi 
nating my encounter against Stead¬ 
man, who was then the reigning New 
Zealand champion, at the South Gym¬ 
khana Club in 1935. 

“I beat him but what gave me more 
satisfaction was the fact that my father 
watched me beat him and he was very 
proud of me that day This was among 
my earliest big victories”. 

If there is one thing about the than 
that IS bound to strike you after com¬ 
municating with him for a while, it is 
the fierce pride which he retains to 
this day At one point, he went into a 
violent spasm of coughing and even as 
we were trying to give him the heavy 
brass spitoon, he grunted his displea- 
.surc and insisted on lifting it himself 
as though to say. “No, I am strong 
enough to do it myself”. 

At another point we asked him ab¬ 
out the extent of financial help that 
has come in fi om various quarters He 
scribbled “I was once a rich man 1 do 
not think you should mention how 
much came in” We tried asking again, 
only to determine what the reaction of 
the tennis world in this country was in 
terms of helping the ailing former 
national i hampion financially But he 
was insistent that we leave that angle 
out 

From lelatives we found out that 
some Rs 3.5,000 had come in from 
vaiious quarters and as hi.s daughter- 
in-law pointed out to u.s, “At the mo¬ 
ment, It IS not so much the financial 
contributions that matter as help in 
the form of the arrangements that 
could be made to get Pappa admitted 
to say tne lata Hospital m Bombay or 
some such institute for advanced treat¬ 
ment ” 

The tale of Ghous Mohammed’s 
affliction starred with a small boil-like 
ciuption on the tongue which was 
noticed to be malignant s'lmc time in 
April this year The eruption was a 
tinv one, something of the size of a 
sand particle, but suddenly it b 'gan to 
grow in size 

On May 4 he was opeiated upon in 
the King George Hospital, Lucknow 
and the offending tumoui was re¬ 
moved That did not hi mg much relief 
and It was then that the cldei of his 
two sons, Mohammed Chous Khan, 
asked him to come to Hyderabad tor 
treatment r.ven though doctors 
attending on him in the Mehdi Nawaz 
Jung Cancel Hospital did not conclu¬ 
sively say so. It IS reasonable to be¬ 
lieve that Ghous Mohammed's con¬ 
stant pipe-smoking caused his p'-esent 
ailment He has been undergoing what 
doctors lefer to as “chemotheiapy” 
How well he will respond-at this stage 
IS any one's guess 

But, as his friend Mehmood told us, 
“The man’s will to live is tremendous’" 



TTFI CONTROVERSY 

Why was 

Khodaiji 

annoyed? 

T he hue and cry over the exclusion 
of national champion Chan¬ 
drasekhar from the squad bound fori 
DPR Korea has still not settled down. 
Indeed, the sequel to Chandra’s omis-, 
sion the resignation of national selec¬ 
tor and former champion Fardokh 
Khodaiji, caused quite a considerable 
flutter in table tennis circles in the 
country 

In the words of Mr M C. Chowhan, 
the secretary of the TTFI, “Mr Kho¬ 
daiji was of the opinion that a fresh, 
new-look team should be selected as 
he ''iaimed there was nothing of im¬ 
portance at stake at Pyong Yang The 
other selectors did not agree with his 
viewpoint since the topnotchers in 
world table tennis would be participat¬ 
ing at Pyong Yang. In fact, it was the 
majoritv view that selection should be 
earned out on the basis of the per¬ 
formance of players in the trials dur¬ 
ing the coaching camps This was de¬ 
cided on to encourage a certain 
amount of seriousness on the part of 
the players, who tend to take such 
camps as a joke. 

“I attended the controversial meet¬ 
ing of the TTFI on August 16 in the 
capacity of honorary secretary and 
while I was appraising the committee 
members of the Government stand, Mr 
Khodaiji shouted out words to the 
effect that I had no business to sit 
there and interfere in the process of 
selection. In fact, it was not my inten¬ 
tion to interfere with selection at ail, 
but as the secretary of the Table 
Tennis Federation of India, no one can 
question my right to sit m on anv 
meetings of the federation, least of all 
Mr Khodaiji When I told him this, he 
walked out angrily ” 

It IS learnt in table tennis circles 
that Khodaiji was dissatisfied with the 
way things were being handled in the 
present set up. Eyebrows were raised 
at the fact that he had not attended a 
single meeting of the selection panel 
since the day he was included on the 
panel This, in fact, added up to a 
period of eight months In fact, he had 
not even bothered to explain in writ¬ 
ing the reasons ior his continued abs¬ 
ence from these meetings despite the 
fact that he was a nominated member 
of the said panel. 

However, it appeared that he had no 
inclination to correspond with either 
the secretary or the chairman of the 
selection committee concerning mat¬ 
ters of selection with regard to the 
coaching camps The reason for this 
1 ^ seemed to be Khodaiji’s dissatisfac- 

36 



M C Chowhan 


tion with the working of the selection 
panel. 

Sources close to the TTFI claim that 
the former champion harboured ambi¬ 
tions of becoming a member of the 
executive committee or one of the 
other committees of the federation It 
is true that he had a long innings 
during the Ranga era Was he then 
annoyed when the present TTFI bosses 
nominated Dilip Sampat of Maharash¬ 
tra to the executive panel? This, it 
might as well be pointed out, was done 
on the basis of the fact that Sampat 
was a former international and al.so 
represents the players’ community 
What made matters worse was the 
TTFI’s nomination of Maharashtra's 
Karlekar as chairman of the technical 
committee The reason for this was his 
vast experience in technical matters. 
Adding fuel to fire was the fact that a 
third Mahaiashtrian, Mi Ruby Craw¬ 
ford, secretary of the Maharashtra 
Table Tennis Association, was in¬ 
cluded in the executive panel as a 
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S est Zone representative. This meant 
at Khodaiji could no longer find a 
place since his Ihome State had 
obtained more than its quota of repre¬ 
sentatives on the panel. 

The TTFI, for its part, could not fail 
to acknowledge the claims of Madhya 
Pradesh and Mr'Suresh Gawade was 
nominated chairman of the selection 
committee. The deciding factor in Mr 
Gawade’s nomination was his vast ex¬ 
perience He IS one of the few officials 
who has witnessed all major table 
tennis tournaments in India over the 
last decade or so. 

As Mr Chowhan added, “I personally 
feel that Mr Khodaiji should have 
given a note of dissent before going 
straight to the Press with his grie¬ 
vances It would have been much bet¬ 
ter if Mr Khodaiji had tried to con¬ 
vince the other members of the selec¬ 
tion panel as to the merits of his 
suggestions On the other hand, failing 
this, he could have gracefully accepted 
the views of others present at the 
meeting instead of walking out in the 
manner he did " 

Even selection committee chairman 
Suresh Gawade thought it unbecom¬ 
ing. “I have always had the highest 
regard for Mr Khodaiji, but his sudden 
outburst and his strange behaviour 
that day shocked me deeply I feel that 
he should have conveyed his objec¬ 
tions to me instead of resorting to the 
course of action he chose 

“He was of the opinion that budding 
players be given a chance in the 
tournament, nut he should have exer¬ 
cised moie care in the way he dealt 
with the subject I welcomed his sug¬ 
gestion and had agreed to it in princi¬ 
ple provided the same terms were laid 
down to the women’s team However, 
he disagreed with this and I told him 
that we could not follow one particular 
guideline only when it suited us. None 
of the othei members agreed with his 
theory. 

“In order to avoid any further con¬ 
flict and to prevent any useless, time- 
consuming debates I asked all the 
selectors to nominate their teams on 
paper, but Mr Khodaiji did not agree 
with this suggestion and walked out of 
the meeting I was surprised at this, 
especially as he is a man who com¬ 
mands a great deal of respect in sever¬ 
al quarters of the game I expected 
co-operation from him but unfortu¬ 
nately, this was not forthcoming,’’ con¬ 
cluded Mr Gawade. 

In a further communication with Mr 
Chowhan, the TTFI secretary strongly 
denied Press reports to the effect that 
the visas of players like Manmeet 
Singh and Manjit Dua had already 
been processed even before the 
announcement of the team. As he 
stressed, “This was done only after the 
selection of the team Let me stress 
that the days when teams were 
announced without the knowledge of 
the selection committee are now over. 
Interestingly enough, Mr Khodaiji was 
on the panel during that time.” 

SUJEET MOHANTY. Indore 
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News round-up 


Arjuna for Maniit? 

JULLUNDUR: Former national 
champion Manjit Dua, is to be the 
recipient of the next Arjuna Award 
According to the Punjab table tennis 
circles, the decision to this effect was 
taken by the Table Tennis Federation 
of India in the last executive meeting 
held at Delhi recently The Ministry of 
Education and Cultural Affairs had 
sought the recommendation of a 
player for this award from the TTFI, 
The federation in reply recommended 
the name of this lefr-handei 
international from Delhi 
Manjit has the honour of being 
allowed to play for Deutsher Tisch 
Tennis Bund, a club in Frankfurt, West 
Germany It is learnt that Manjit Dua 
had sought the permission of the TTFI 
to join the club, and the federation 
pre«'dent Mr S P Bagla has agreed to 
it However, it seems certain that Dua 
will continue donning Indian colours 
for some time more 


MamitUua 



According to a visitor to the Patiala 
TT coaching camp prior to tire Py on^ 
Yang tournament, the probables were 
made to play each other on a league 
basis recently. Out of the 18 matches, 
Dua won 17 matches and remained at 
the top It may be recalled that Manjit 
Dua is the first Sikh national 
champion Belonging to a family of 
sports-lovers and table tennis players 
Dua rose to prominence in 1971 at 
Jullundur where he won the northern 
India table tennis title beating 
Bombay’s Suhas Kuikami. Later, he 
became the national champion 
outplaying Kasim Ah of Andhra 
Pradesh With another national 
champion Niraj Bajaj, he formed the 
most awesome pair which touched the 
peak of excellence at Hongkong. Dua 
IS 30 and still a bachelor 

H S VIRDI 

Uilm club wins 
Miiga iMirals 

PATNA: Despite the presence of some 
of the top Calcutta teams, the Patna 
District Open Bridge Championship, 
held here on August 22 and 23, saw the 
Union Club squad of Ranchi carry 
away the laurels. In a thrilling finish, 
the winners rallied magnificendv from 
behmd to overtake the team of tne 
Income Tax Commissioner, Bihar, S.P 
Singh. After the completion of 16 out 
of the 32 deals, the Ranchi team was 
down bv four international match- 
points, but they finally turned the 
tables on their adversaries, winning 
74-59. 

With the participation of teams like 
the Bhowanipore Card Club, the cur¬ 
rent RUIA Gold Cup winners, P.C. 
Goenka’s team, Calcutta Furniture, 
Nalinesh Mohitosh Memorial Club, 
also of Calcutta, the Maheshwaris’ 
team from Allahabad and two teams 
from Nepal, besides the leading Bihar 
teams, the district championship 
looked like a mini-national tourna¬ 
ment. 

The Bhowanipore Card Club team 
included Sukharanian Ghosh, Kamal 
Mukherjee, G. Sinaia, S. Ganguli, 
Shantanu Ghosh and Debashish Roy, 
while the famous P.C. Goenka’s team 
comprised L.N. Vijajf and Nant Dutta 
In the Calcutta Furniture R.C. squad 
were M. Chatterjee, S- Kantha, S. 
Siddhanta, A. Ghosh, S. Baneqee and 
Kama] Roy, but these players just 
could not dick. 

The four teams which qualified for 
the semi-fintds from a field of 33 
entries were Union Club, Ranchi; 
Friends’ Club, Jamalpur; and N.P. 
Singha’s and S.P. Sink’s teams both 
from Patna. In the clash for spots in 
the ultimate round, S.P. Singji’s team 
beat Friends' Club 126-40 and Union 
Club got the better of N.P. Smgha’s 
team by a 95-49 margin. 

The results have come as a shot in 
the arm for the teams from Bihar, who 
can now hope to challenge leading 


I phtycts much more con- 

The ^ster Pair’s title was daimed 
by L.N. Viiay and Nanti Sen who 
bagged 555 points as against SSOVi 
pouts scored by the Dutta brothers, 
Dilip^and Nirmal. Patna’s Gautam Roy 
and P.C. Bhattachar iee finished a very 
dose third, only half point behind the 
Duttt brothers of Calcutta. 

PREM KUMAR 


Jillundlirfiraiti 
SHMily hockey halls 

JULLUNDUR: Hockey balls made in 
the dty mil be used in the forthcom¬ 
ing World Cup men’s hockey tourna¬ 
ment, to be held at Bombay m Decem¬ 
ber this year. This was made dean in a 
letter from K.L. Passi, organising 
secretary of the tournament, received 
recently at the Punjab Hockey Asso¬ 
ciation headquarters. The company to 
earn the distinction is the same one— 
Beat All Sports—which supplied the 
hockey balls for the third World Cup 
at Kuala Lumpur where India defe¬ 
ated Pakistan by a solitary goal. 

It may be recalled that a number of 
sports goods manufacturers from both 
Jullundur and Meerut had floated 
offers to the Indian Hockey Federa¬ 
tion. But, it seems, IHF president In- 
dennohan Mahajan opted for this com 
pany because it has brnn kitting the 
Indian Hockey team for a number of 
years. 

H S.VIRDI 


And'ni Vedernikov of USSH criTsses the hd/sh 
line Id viin ihe mem anialetir road race at the 
World Leveling Championshifi in Prague 







Exclttng WCT Circuit 
ahead 

AJMER: Following the split between 
World Championship Tennis and the 
Volvo Grand Pnx, the commencement 
of the rival WCT tour was a mere 
formality. Indeed, if the schedule for 
1982, just published, is any indication, 
WCT may well reduce the Volvo Grand 
Prix to a circuit for second-iaters. 

WCT IS pumping $7.43 million into pro 
tennis next y'-ar; they plan 17 events 
in each of which the winner will 
receive $100,000 In contrast, the 
winner of a large Volvo tournament 
will receive a mere $3.S,000 

The circuit commences with the 
“Spring Tour”, from January to May 
The top eight players from eight WCT 
events and four 1981 events—the 
Tournament of Champions, French 
Open, Wimbledon and US Open—will 
qualify for the annual W'CT Finals at 
Dallas, the winner receiving $150,000 
and large bonuses Previous winners 
include Rosewall, Ashe, Borg, Connors 
and MdEnroe. 

Next follows the “Summer Tour”, 
from July to October. The top eight 
players from four WCT events, and the 
1982 French Open, Wimbledon, and 
US Open, will qualify for the WCT Fall 
Finals, to be played in Rome. The 
winner will collect $125,000. 


The “Winter Tour” will run from 
October, 1982 to February, 1983. It 
will consist of seven events, leading to 
the Winter Fmals, to be held in Japan. 
In addition there will be the $500,000 
WCT Tournament of Champions, with 
bonuses totalling some $467,000 
offered by the Hyatt Hotel chain and 
Braniff Airways 

The 1982 WCT Circuit promises to 
be more exciting than ever before. 

Ken “Mr Evergreen” Rosewall once 
remarked, “WCT established what a 
pro circuit should be . nearly 
everything about pro tennis had its 
start in the WCT series” There have 
been variations over the years, but the 
concept still stands ..a quest for the 
best. 

RAHUL JACOB 


Ssarcli for rurai taiant 

INDORE: The Madhya Pradesh Table 
Tennis Association, four times winner 
of the President’s Award for being the 
best organised State association in 
India, has of late experimented w'lth 
the idea of delving deep into the tribal 
and adivasi areas of MP with positive 
results. L.G Verma, secretary of the 
MPTTA said, “We want to erase the 
notion that table tennis being a game 
of psychological warfare cannot draw 
good players from the tribal and 


adivasi pockets, since the players of 
these regions are not sufficiently 
advanced intellectually Our present 
formula of holding the State 
championships in these backward 
sectors has yielded rich dividends 
Because of the positive i espouse that 
we have got thus fai we have decided 
to hold the 1982 State championships . 
in the remote adivasi district of 
Chindwara For this our State 
association is making every effort to 
get tables and other equipment to 
these areas Last yeai, when the State 
championships were held at Raigarh, a 
remote tribal area in the Bastai 
district, we were elated to find a tribal 
lass in Kumari Kaushilaya becoming 
the runner-up in the sub-junior girls’ 
event, while R Ramalu iroin Bastar 
lost in the pre-quarter-final in the 
boys’ event Is not this a positive sign 
of budding talents in the tribal and 
adivasi districts’” asked L G Verma 
It can be pointed out in this context 
that except for veteran Narendra 
Kaushik, all the State ihampions are 
products oi the Indore table tennis 
coaching camps organised by the 
Indore District Table Tennis 
Association The Indore TT coaching 
school has about 50 trainees who are 
coached by experienced senior 
players 

SUJEET MOHANTY 
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CRIV^^UIZ by Eddie Dunstan 


AIUm W«iltl War I it took (nf’land M 
IpsN to score a wn ovci Australia And 
alter World War II il look I '> When Test 
cricket was resinned alter the l‘M4-IR 
War Australia, led hy Warwick Arm¬ 
strong, recorded eight sue c t*ssive \ irtor- 
les against Englaiui - live stiaight m the 
I‘120-.? I senes m 'kiislialia, then three in 
a low in the I'lJI senes m England 
belore drawing the last two matches 
England at last gained a victory—-their 
Inst oven Austiah.i since 191? —m the 
fourth Test ol the- 1‘124 J'') semes—a 
scnic-s won hy Australia 4 1 Arthur 
(nlligan won the toss m tht- lointh lest, 
in .Melbourne, and England, hatting lirst, 
amassed S48 rims Australia repheii with 
269 and 250, losing by .m innings and 
29 runs Mam contnbutoi to England's 
big score was a pl.iver who batlc'd 
llnough a day Itjr the third lime m the 
senes toi his lourth century 


QUESTION 


1 


Who was this 
bowler who in 
the first innings 
took 5/49 off 
18 overs, his 
victims includ¬ 
ing Arthur Mor¬ 
ris, Lindsay 
Hassett, Neil 
Harvey and 
Keith Miller, 
whom he 
caught and 
bowled each 
innings? 

Mlhougll the l‘•-)^)- ’>l -.cries Wiis uciri 
4-1 by Australia, an Englishman v\as the 
cjLitstandmg l).i!sman -in It) innings 
s( onng 11 runs, mote than I ’>0 heitei 
than any other hatsman cm eithei side, al 
,m ayc'rage cil HH. mote than twice the 
average of any olhei hatsman, Austiahan 
or (nglish 


QUESTION 




Who was this 
batsman who 
made 143 in 
this Test, after 
scores of 59 
and 115 in the 
first, 176 and 
127 in the 
second and 59 
in the third*^ 


Melbourne* w.is again the sc c‘ne when 

I ngland hiokc* their sc-cond (mst-War 
drought I he last 1 est l)elore Wcjild War 

II had [iroduc c'd EnglancJ's biggest vie - 
toiy over Australia - an inim.gs and 57‘) 
runs, at (he Oval in 1918— .md the lust 
lostaftei the W'ar, at Uiish.uie in 1946, 
produc cd Australia's biggest vtc tory over 


England— an innings and .112 runs Au- 
stiaha went on to take the 1946-47 series 
.1-0, with two matches drawn, and the 
1948 series, 4-0, w'lth c>ne draw In the 
1950 51 -.eries Australia were loading 
4-0 when England at last broke 
through—to win by eight wie kets, with 
more than a day to spare, in Brisbane 
England s heroe-s w'ote Rc*g Sim.oson, 
who made 156 not out Ho c*c|ual Len 
Holton's 1 56 not out in the fourth Test, 
second highc'st sc ore ot the senes to 
Arthui Morn . 206 m the fcjurth lest), 
Alec Bedsei who took live wic kerts in 
c>ach Austialian innings to finish with 
mate h iiguies ot 10/105 off 42 1 overs 


QUESTION 




Who was this 
batsman”^ 


Kevertiiig to England's baircn pc'riod 
attei World W'.it I-- Alter the 1924-25 
senes, the first lour Tc'sts ol the 192b 
senes in England wc're drawn It was 
nc'c c'ssary to play the filth lest, at The 
(Hal, U» a iinish to decide the rubt)er 
England won hy 289 mns only their 
sc'conci VK toiy m 20 posi-War Tesls 
agamst ■\uslralia, and lecaptured the 
\shes then had Itist live yeais c'ailiri 
Spectaculai te.ituresol the match m 
c luded Arthur Madey gc'tting rid ol six 
ol the lust sc'vrMi h.itsmen m Englancf's 
iiist innings H«-bowlc‘d hoE>bs Sutcliffe 
and \5'oolii'y . an opc>ning stand ol 172 m 
Engl.ind''' ser oiul innings by Hobbs and 
Sole lillc' m()^l ot It on a malevolent 
wii kei .ittei he.iyy overnight r.iin and 
niomiiigsun, lack Hohljs' magnificent 
c entuiy h's lirst and .jtily hundir>d 
against .Nustialia on Ins homeground At 
lone h on the tfuid day he* was on 97 I he 
prosper I ol his liondtcd svvellc'tj The 
< Jval (low'd (lisiingiiished arrivals dur¬ 
ing luiH hlirne iru luding 'he I’rince ot 
W.iles d.ilei Edw.irdVIll) During the 
morning Hohhs .md Sutc liMe hart added 
112 on what I lobhs biographer, Ronald 
Mason, (iesc nbecl as "this leriible wick 
el' against "thi', keen and riienac mg 
attac k' It me luded Jac k f iregory, 

Aithui Mailev and ( lame (»rimme:l 
Immediately .liter luru h e ame the c ul 
mmalionitl Hobbs wonderful hundred 
All oyer later he w ,is out to (iregory for 
esac tiv 100, Suit litle s splendid mmngs 
ol 161 \itei the dep.itture ol Hobbs the 
[ ngland inmng was built around Sutc lif- 
It' in wh.il nolc'd c ric kc‘t writer Den/il 
B.k hc'ioi lies! iibed as "<me oi the maior 
gl.iiies ol 1 ngl.mcl's < rit kelmg history 
Emlween the Wais " As VVoolley, Hen- 
dren .md t hapman lost their wic kets, 

Sutc liile I onimued to demonstrate his 
line lecliriic|iir- anri lempr*iamcnl until 
bcjwled by Maile' sgciogly m the last 
over ol the day Australia, lett with the 
task of getmg 415 to win, were all out for 


4 


125—and the Ashes were back with 
England In this memorable match Eng¬ 
land's selectors sprang several surprises, 
a new c aptain, 25-year-old Percy Chap¬ 
man replacing A W Carr, a new fast 
fciowler-21 -year-old Harold Larwoexf, 
whose SIX WIC kets were all top bats¬ 
men—Bill Woodfull, Warren Bardsley, 
Tom Andrews (twice), Herbert Collins 
and Charlie Macartney, a veteran recal¬ 
led m his 49th year—a player who had 
last reprosentecJ England m 1921 and 
had made his debut in Test c ric ket in 
1899, before three niemlK’rs ot the 1926 
team. Chapman, G 1 S Stevens and 
Larwood, had been liorn But he was 
taking WIC kets consistently and was 
leading the national bowling aveiages 

QUESTION Who was this 
veteran who 
pl^ed his part 
in England's 
memorable 
win by making 
28 and 14 and 
taking six wick¬ 
ets— 2/35 and 
4/44—his vic¬ 
tims being 
Woodfull, 
Bardsley, 
Ponsford, Col¬ 
lins and Arthur 
Richardson 
(twice) 

I he Ashes lost hy England to Woodlull's 
1910 side were regained m the con¬ 
troversial Eiodvline series ot 1912-1.1 m 
Australia tiy the team led by Douglas 
lardine 

QUESTION Who was the 
first England 
skipper after 
Jardine to re¬ 
capture the 
Ashes in Au¬ 
stralia? 

LAST WEEK'S ANSWERS 

1 ISO, scoied by Derek Randall in the first 
innings of ihe fourth Test, 1378-79 England- 
Austral la series, in Sydney 
i r or Australia Graham Yallop, 102 in ihe 
first Test and 121 in the sixth, Kim Hughes, 129 
in the first, and Graeme Wood 100 in the third 
Foi England Randall, 150 in the fourth, David 
Gower, 102 in the second 
d Bob Barber 

d Neil Hawke Fnur of his seven dismissals 
were rumpletcd bv Giout—Cowdrey. Smith 
and Iim Parks in addition to Brown He had 
Bamngtiiii caught by Giaham McKenzie and 
bowled I J Jones (16) Hawke finished the 
1965 66 series al the top of the Australian 
bowling, sharing most wickets, 16, with McKen¬ 
zie but with a better avei age~26 18 to 29 18 
I 5 DougWalteis 
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QUESTIONS 


SPORTY 


JUST BEFORE To’CLOCW 
TMWr KVINING. 


1 Who hit the first century recorded in 
India’’ 

2 Who captained the first tour of England 
by an Indian cricket side’’ 

3 Which was Alec Bedser's debut Test’’ 

4 Which was India s first official home , 

(cricket) Test’’ ! 

5 Who IS the first women’s Wimbledon 
champion in the era of open lawn tennis 
to lake the title without dropping a set’’ 

6 When were, for the first time, sex tests 
held for women in an Olympic Games’’ 

7 When for the first lime did a woman light 
the Olympic flame’’ 

8 Who won the USSRs first Olympic 
swimming gold’’ 

9 Who was the last eastern cut-off style 
high jumper to win an Olympic gold 
medaP 

10 When did England last beat Australia in 

a cricket Test at Lords’’ 1 

ANSWERS 

1 One 'Spens'm a match between Poona 
and Bombay in Poona. 1875 

2 Dr 0 H Patel who led the Parsee 
cricketers trip to England in 1886 

3 First Test against England at Lords. 
1946 (June 22 24 25) 

4 The first Test against England 1933-34 
(Played at Bombay from Decembei 15 
to 18 1933) 

5 Chris Lloyd who achieved the leal this 
yeai 

6 The 1968 Olympics (Mexico City) 

7 Same as above Enriqueta Basilio 
ignited the flame 

j 8 Galina Porsumenschikova who won the 
' 200 rri breast-stroke in the 1964 Games 

' 9 John Winter (Australia) who did it in 
1 1948 

! 10 1934 


iQuestionbox i| 


iiKiri i 

Anupam John. Bareilly (U P ) 

Q After a team gets out the other team 
gets 10 minutes to get ready but if a team 
IS out just 10 minutes before the draw of 
stumps what will happen’ 

A There will be no piay on that day 

Gaulam Mullick. Calcutta 

Q. How many Test wickets has Gavaskar 
taken’’ 

A Just one conceding '49 runs 

Abhiiit Pal. Raigani 

Q When did the Kiwis score the'r lowest 
total of 26’’ Who was the highest wicket- 
taker'’‘Who scored the highest runs in the 
Test’’ What was the second innings 
score’’ 

A In the second Test against England at 
Auckland in 1954-55. R Appleyard took 4 
wickets for 7 runs Opener Bert Sutcliffe 
was the top scorer in the New Zealand 
innings, who in the first innings had 
totalled 200 

Reona Sen, Bombay. 

0. What IS the number of Kim Hughes' 
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scores of double century’’ 

A 213 by Kim Hughes against India at 
Adelaide in 1980-81 was the double 

SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO 114 


CaaDDIIIIIDQD 

iDDia □ m 
n QQcioii 

__IDB D □ 

_IBBB B DBDBO 

SbQDB B BDgOQ 

B B 

QBDflB D BOBr 

S B aBBBB □ 

BQBDBBDDB 



century in Tests 

Duial Cbaniira Misra. Tangla 

Q. How many Indians have been out on 
99’ 

A. P Roy. M L Jaisimha. A L Wadekar 
and R F Surti 

Narendra Tbaang, Darieeiing 
Q Is there any record of a country winning 
all the 5 Tests of a series If so. give 
details 

A. Yes 4 times Australia defeated Eng¬ 
land in Australia m 1 920-21. South Africa 
in Australia m 1931-32. England defeated 
India in England in 1959 and West Indies 
defeated India in West Indies in 1961-62 
in all the five Tests of the aforesaid 5-Tes1 
senes 

Q How many Tests have been played 
between India and New Zealand’ What 
were the results of those Tests’ What 
was the resutt of the first ever Test 



















between these two countries? 

A. 25, out of which India has won 10, New 
Zealand 4 and the remaining 11 drawn 
The first Test between the two countries 
was drawn at Hyderabad in 1955-56 
Knliab GhMii, Punwa. 

Q Give the score of the innings in which Sir 
Gary Sobers made 365 not out 
A. C C Hunte—run out 260, R B Kanhai— 
c Imtiaz Ahmed b Fazal Mahmood 25, G S 
Sobers—not out 365. E D Weekes—c 
Hanlf Mohammad b Mahmood 39, C L 
Walcott—not out 88, Extras 13, Total 790 
for 3 deci 

Anil Kumar Oupts, Calcutta 

Q. How many ducks Sunil Gavaskar scored 

in Tests'' 

A. Seven 

K. S. Narayan. Japtlal 

Q. At which Test centre, most Tests have 
been staged'' 


A. Melbourne—72 Tests 
Cbamll Goiwaml 

Q. Let me know who are the South African 
bowlers who have raptured over 100 wick¬ 
ets in Tests 

A H J Tayfield(170). T L Goddard (123), 
P M Pollock (116), N A T Adcock (104) 

Qamarul Hoda, Rourkela 

Q How many Pak cricketers have scored 
triple centuries'' 

A. Only one—Hanif Mohammad who made 
the third highest score of 337 vs West Indies 
at Bridgetown in 1957-58 

AbhliH. Oebajit and Kalacband Paul. Raigant 

Q Who scored the fastest century for West 
Indies'' 

A K H Weekes who reached the 100-run 


Jfiadt in 110 minutes in the third Test vs 
England at The Oval in 1939 

Amitabba Pant. Manni Pant. 

Q When where and against whom Sir Don 
Bradman make his Test debut? 

A Sir Don Bradman of Australia played his 
first Test against England at Brisbane in 
1928-29 

Alulya Kumar, Narkalaraganj 

0 What IS the date and place of birth of Kirti 
Azad'' 

A 2nd January 1959 at Purnea in Bihar 

Debashlsh Rau, Prabin Chakravoity, Bannani 
Chakraborty, Olbrugarb 
Q Who was Kirmani s first victim in Tests'' 
How dio he dismiss him? 

A Kirmani st Sevan Congdon off Bedi for 58 
in the 2nd Test vs New Zealand at Christ¬ 
church in 1975-76 


Bridge 


Bofi% Srhdpiro 


If you remember Iasi weekartu le, in 
whi'ii I discussed the certainty of A 0 V 
faring three low caids giving two tikk, 
in a suit end play, while A 0 H tcuirig lev. 
ca'^ds was not quite enough tor 'jiiiely, 
you will be struck by the siiiiilanty ot the, 
week deal Surprise, sutpnse, there wa'j 
,A 0 d atjtiinl this time there was a 
sligtitly different setting and the deeliuei 
that I watf tied missed Ihe pcrint ol itic 
hand completely 1 hi. was tt'e ileal 


4 A08 

'i? 0 .) 8 f, 

0 A 

♦ o r t. 2 

4 10 1 s 4 

0 .1 10 9 I 
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4 f..i 
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South df’alt at nil .md t(,(. i)idij,',,| 
was slightly a'ldicial, eul a'ciiMb- 
South opened one tiej't (ohinviru) ,i live 
raid suit) Norll, n spvr.de I 1 NT hnn iiii|i 
and Sr'Uth, i 'impelled te I id ori sele' tea 
two r lute II didn't mattei vstiat he c hnse, 
foi North wont on to tnin tieail . 

Nmtii'o s(,r(uenf« showed a high rard 
rni.se to toji-hearts (not di aMtiutioinjI,) 
wilti 1.0 good side .suit, not paili nl.ii'y 
good trumps and no surh'it ot > ontrel. 
It .ounds ,1 great sy'.leiii I rnu ,t I iki it 
up soTieda, and it , eriaody all,,wed 
both plJV'i.-, to express their vakn , .ind 
end in a sensible game 
Aqaiest teiir hearts West led J ind 
do'ldtei won on the table, Oiew troirtp' 
and played r-t* the dianionds lo 'liscard 
a '-IUO horn the dummy Ned came a 
low spade, but v'.est unkindly put in ttie 
10 Now, after 4 0 h.iJ lost to ttie King, 
East had a sate- .spade reiorn and in the 
lullness ni tmie derlaii r could nnt avoid 
the loss nt three c luh tricks I'l g(> one oft 
How shnold he t.ave phiyr cl' fh, re was 
a neal scj'uti'.in Vv'htm he c a.vhi'd the vvei 
rung diamonds he should clisi ard 
dummy's 4 8 Then, sroriimg any 
pos.sible tmesse in the soil, he simply 


plays ef! 4 A .ind 4 ' h 'e.i r win', 

this I 1' le 1 orn eo. ,1 loll fni dis no! 

or open fi|f ( Mh , li. c|,ve 'i.h |,i'. In*!' 

t'lcr 

Last week's quiz A n .tch 1 1 le,:, 

" A'b.'ii iv' ir' .ithlijile l‘ . I , ,.i it li !*■' 
Il'ey iny iJ..int.ii|( ' ,-)|iIi ua o,ie', 

hor Ihe iile.i I, Piaf, il liMdimi lll■nl ,■ 
I' mg . id d'la" 1 n ■ h 'I'.'p', pn 1 i,vi" 

!r,r void /(111 |i ,10, III'' go ilei /o 11 e.l. 1 

(‘st |M tim ■ ,111 ., I, Il 111’ k ,1 h h . , /oil ,1 ,1 I 

Ihe !.' ,1 0(11 III ' lid t Him .1 / o ' y h, 

I !hi Mlcigi ih.'i 1 1. [lO.ii I , ) 

A'l well ang goinl 1. . n 1! hann . i.el 

a I 0110 .. V i.i I . 11,1- i)ii a I. in' i ii 

111 tl,‘ I'lil !.i hioi-|i ,1 I I ifl ii,(|i|.,. t ii 
It no! ilitf lilt III v.i'il oiii 'III*. lUfV \ 

I inh. the ie,j,lii| h ilil Voi |.a ''5 vo"' 
m 'Mi'v 

This week’s quiz 'd 1 une ,ii: e, Iimhi 
nljy yo(, hold 4'i " ' '1 ' , ’ o ' 4 h '.i 

I In g n .mil df ill I'l' /'ll' in* > It * ‘it,i 

dllill iloO to / il i-p lilt' i| , iiiOd 11 ) 
nil tt od' inhneiU.e /on de ision ' 


Chess 


HHHHHHiHHHHHHHHHii P'<t f r t irk I 

I I 111 Iiibli all' III la I Ml' I'dl’ ot f 1 I 'lie 
I if'" ';n ,ti Cl 'I" I-.jl'.toi'J ,il Jlo e, 

] papoi bai I I vva, J 111 II mindi r II’.1 ii 
I atil'i'ji I. 111 .) I'lM'lcl I'ldh u . All 'iind"t 
' Koto , III’ o| the ‘,o.- t Union' lilo ,t 
'iishniric h"i) g'ai.ilma'.li. 1 * .e d a lo, mei 
lari'licilh 1ni the v'^cjikl 1 .'‘,.li'i;'i "1 .hg., 
||l^•■ll in .J.innai'/ al Ihe age ol f , hi 'h's 

Ifl'dli'inl , vvf'ii h 1 onUileniei f h, i.iile’i 

j I hink I iki .1 (i.tind'iirf If ami r'/avAAi 
I ' I'a'.i/'Oie.A / he ti.e, lo eiO'iil.i'' Ifie 
I be,! inettroih a '.Mrlyii g . |,i ■ and 
I geveliining i ph'lnseiiby Im ( laying lie 
I., n |ila( es, sharply '■rifii.ii 'iltnila,'' 
gerieiation, wainiiiii tl ,'m dial Icio m.iny 
lo'ioianic nt r.iay nitvi,”! them tiom 
.11 c|n.nii'] the I le.mve ,enj ciih.ied 
afipioic n neejpil ,il ihe hi(|ne,,r icvi I 
It A'liilo 'I t.'iar iioail li.mi Kar()o/, 
only t'otii'it M.ili.h'i IMS M ede a sigrii 
fii a'.I l.real hiioi.g'i, ,ind hi .i|.|ni.ii,-iOi e , 
an I ii'Ui.Ti.rli mly oj'i t orritieldnls 
liki ,0 I I.'I, I 11 *' iinl 1 iiM'iiin IlMvi' 

sh I a lot to ilo III TOO llii ./ I ,ii| |iii(ie to 

r-riiiilale K ihn. ■ iioi'.irmni • m the 
13'it' liiler.'onal, whoo I" ,hnti a ,vilh 
eight III ■('..'/• 've . 101 ! hill',lied 
'1 n'C I'lOinl . ' n <11 iiMh I 'll I I I leie i.- .1 

rrieirioiaLh /i* li'i'v '! mi Inal evi’nt 
Will!' Alexander Kotov; Hlai v Gedeon 


i 


I 


Barexa Ui' ' 1 1' eh < i,, I uii 1 1 1 ii 1 , in * 

I',I, > . ’ 1 (ii, I,.I, 'i.i'l „.i, i.ii I '>1'.''' 

I P-Q4, Kt-KB3. 2 P-OB4, PeKKt3 

3 Kt - OB3. B - KtZ, « P - K4. P - 03 
5P-KKt3, 0-0. 6B-Kt2, P-K4 

7KKt-KZ, PxP. OKtxP, KI-B3 

0 Kt - B2, B - K3, 10 P - Kt3, Q - Q2 

110-0, B-R6, 12P-B3, BxB 

13 K X B. P - QR3, 14 B - Kt2. Kt - R2 
L''.*' I I I s it , I. ,3 ,1 I I III 1 I I , ' ii 
'll. I, S.'li II . , I I, . 1. I ■ (I r. 

II l I ' III 11 I I 11. 1 ,,l I 

I, V', ' I*" I I' 

1SO-QZ, P-QKt4 1SKt-K3, P-B1 
17 OR' 01 , OR-Q1 18KI-K2. Q-B2 
10B-B3. Q-K2 2aKI - 04. Kt- Kl 
21 Kl(04) - BS ■ 

I tie III I , 1,1 1' I I'l II 'I I ‘ I.I ' el, I 

, 1 1 ll.l, , , I 1 ' I ,1' 1.1,1 I I I' III I I II 

21 . P X Kt. 22 Kt > P, Q - B2 

23 Kt X B, Kt X Kt, 24 B - B6, K - R1 
25 O - KtS, R - KKtl, 26 P - KR4, OR - Kt 
27P-R5, R-K4, aoBxR, PxB 
280-B6'. Kt-Bt, 30P-R6, Kt-KZ 
31 R - 02. Resinns 
Competition G484 , * ... 


I.I I I 



111 »i I I" ||i,1 .liuj 'I' I I. I'll le,' 

Solution to G483 (Strauss - Bisguier, Lone 
Pino, 1979) (lOOSppk P3b3 4Pq2.'4p1P1 
2B1P3,'3PB1K1.7r-Black to play./ Il" 

,llt.l 11 (1 III. Whili 1 mi, 'll I’l 'e'i ,’i l ovi ' 

,1 ,1 II I' 'I'ii I , , ulii 111 II i 41* K H/i '1 

4 1 r* 'I. tj T. '1 "4 h 111 0 I-'I n, 4S 

I t'l ' ij ■ h !' 4i. y I'll ij ■ ) I’l I., j'lfi 

/v'i'i II lit'1,1 1 ! At 3 ti? null If 

Q rii cl* Ml In Li nil. ‘in f. I Is 0 
f'H. Il '•■I I* f.a 'J in.h, 'll- Kl 0 

KIHl II 111’ I I ', t 1 Hr- , I It. I 

Problem Mo 1149. ‘."i iii.ji, i,. ,1 , | 

B. P. Barnet 'i i* 1 1*' fci'* ' ie/„i hi-i, 
I'H./i (K1Bb1BQR'7fa. R3pn2 Srlk'7p/6pN,' 
6P1'8- 8 white men; 8 black.) Vvlnli; In ;il<iv 

II ,1 'M.lli 'I' Iv f’ II ii’m 

Solution to No 1148 (Rudenko). (4b3/4B3 
1K3p2 2RpkP2.3NpN2,3PqP1B tQ8/2b1R3 - 
mate in two.) 1 IJ i* Fi'> .'im ,ti '' H - Pi (,i) 
' H Rl •• I-1 . rl, fin I 0 • KliOl). 
Kl - Kill dll IJ V KUBEi). 2 R > KP 
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If a shine is all you're 
looking for, any shoe polish 
will do. We’re talking 
about what happens under¬ 
neath the shine—the 
caring that’s necessary to 
prevent the leather from 
ageing, hardening or 
cracking. 

Thb is KIWI care. 

KIWI is made of rich 
waxes—natural and syn¬ 
thetic—and dyes. As you 



brush your shoes with 
KIWI, youll notice a 
‘deep shine’ coming 
through because it works 
more than surface deep. 
The waxes sink througn 
and nourish the leather to 
pliant softness. Making 


things comfortable iaside 
the shoes as well as work¬ 
ing up a shine outside. 

What’s more, the ‘deep 
shine’ we’re talking about 
isn’t affected by water or 
dust or a little roughing 
up. A minute's light bmsh- 
ing brings back the shine. 
Youll soon see what 
KIWI care is all about. 

It’s life for the leather 
and shine for your shoes. 

(KIWI) 




CKIWI) Shining life into your shoes. 
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Only 

BLUE STAR 


can give you 



The world renowned refrigerator 
with the most reliable compressor. 

Tried and trusted in 150 countries for a 100 years. 

I ~ lild 


Buy a llO'iaiU tfit refriqp-ilot know'i wo'Mwior 
for It'. (xi t’llent pr rl' Tiiiarv r Barkrd Pv Rlut; '.ilat b 
efficient, c.^untiywide beivitt riftwirk 

• flic world b mobt effini-rit mcbt reliafiie 
Oimprrwr 

• Pertettiv tialarni'd rcfrisera'ion systein 

• Saves 2b% m ps'wei r ost 

• Autonidtif dcfrobt iyitern on 98f) and 1^‘3 litre 
mo'iels 

• Othtr si/eb 1 i'l 90 ano 6b litres 

• 5 year BlUl SI AR warranty ixi alt niori* i-. 

Be sure to colle't your warranty card alorn^ with 
your Lcoriard 










Another quality product from the leaders in refriseration. 
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1 ANOTHER BASTION 
FALLS 

_iThe decision to allow 

prolessionalism into athletics 
albeit in a discreet--and suit¬ 
ably indirecl'-fashion, is 
bound to have worldwide re¬ 
percussions ARIJIT SEN 
willing from London, examines 
the issue Plus an exclusive 
piece on arch r.vals Sebastian 
Coe and Steve Ovetl 
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Wtial lb wrom with ,poit in f'e Stalf nt We'.' 

_lltf'IKI.ll ' Wh<il '.in lx I'll'"' I' I’nli titl.I.'ilU, 
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_lonce again, Biorn 

Borg's diuani of winning the 
coveted US Open cfiam 
pionship, faded as John Pat¬ 
rick McEnroe whipped him in 
the final at Flushing Meadows 
GEORGE K GEORGE reports 
on the third tournament in the 
Grand Sl.im Plus an exclu 
sive daily diary of events and a 
profile of Ivan Lendl 
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Try him 

T he playori in the l.iis 
land team lo tout India 
and Sii Lanka this winter 
aie iKit ol great lalihie The 
learn seems to be haiulicap- 
jii-d in some guatteis I'Oi 
example, apait fiom Ifndei- 
wood and Embniey, the 
team should havt had at 
least one iighi-aiiii spinner 
either in the pel son ol (Jeotl 
Miller in nt Phil Edmonds 
In the department ot pate 
bowling tilso Paul Allot 
Liiiild lia\c been leplaiid 
bv (';eliaii Meiulis, who 
laied so well in t!ie Counts 
O’ 'Iclies 

Suite the Ltiglisl) (eaiii is 
nolveis srnnign isbetlei to 
give a Lliaiue to tliose Indi 
an [ilaveis w tio have not yel 
plavetl iiiiv Pests In tins 
contexr, I letiuesi ihe Boaid 
ot C'ontiol loi (ticket in 
India to ti rile Inn Iv Bengal 
paceman Rarun Bin man in 
at least iint lest .igainst 
Fnglantl this wiiitei It plav 
eis like 'Sogiaj Singh aim 
Roger Binnv tmild make it 
to the final eleven, 1 do not 
see anv reason whv Bin man 
should not be tried onte 
The Bengal bowlei is muth 
betlei than either Vogiai oi 
Binny He is ,\ biilliant iitl 
tier, bat' g.iiluntlv and, 
above all holds pioniise as a 
bow lei 

In tat I. It h.is been a tiadi- 
tion to deprive East /.one 
plavt'i'. ol a place in Ihe 
ie.'-t side, oilieiwise Sam- 
baraii Baiiei lee muld have 
donned the Indian i ap as a 
wicker-keepei long agii 
Sambiiiun i.i superioi to 
eithei Reddy oi Siinndet 
Khanna, who toured Lng 
land in 1979 end tinned out 
to he nnseiable tailuies 1 
rate Bauer lee as onlv next 
to Sved Ktimuni in this 
lountiy 

1 hope that Baiun Biirman 
will piove the ideal paniiei 
for Kapil Dev 

rKABAL ClUIA. 
Riililjn \i>trh 

Errors 


JLcouph.' ot mi.slakes m a 
recent issue ol Sportsx^oiId 
First, the answeis published 
in the Seitlemhei 2 issue 
under t'RIQUl/ were the 
same as those given in the 


August 2(> issue I woudei 
what happeiieiJ to the solu¬ 
tions ol CRIQUI/ ol the 
August 21) issue 
The Question Box column 
was also replete with mis 
lakes The tkiie of biiih of 
Sved KIImam was .st.iieti as 
29th Peiembei. lOTI In 
tact, Ml Siuflin V.udva has 
made Kninani voiingei bv 
two veals betiiasi' he v\as 
atiu.dlv bom on 29ili l)e 
tembei, in4‘) 

111 leplv lo anothei tpics 
tioil i oiit ei niiig the iiowling 
lignies ol Leii I’astoe, some 
iitelevani inmibei' vveie 
given Pile niiml»e' ol laltll 
es held 1i\ (t.nt Sobeis in 
Ins 1 esl tail er w.is gi\ ell iis 
110 Bill !s(il)e| , ,i( IIIall V 
lielil 10'' tall''. 

I'lll I 111 I . I I.e il.i I 'e i)t 

('■eoll How tilth Wtis V .oiiglv 
piiblislu d as (Icdtt B.ivtori 
ni the ansivei ot .mol'it i 
()lieslitiu 

IWhsU li'WnS. 

lU'.tiih.td 

Excellent 

article 

I t oiigr atiilate H.iiesh 
Munwaiii tin having win 
let) an extelleiit at title on 
Stindee)) I'aiil will) happens 
lo be the niosi r< liable bats 
man in the liitli.ni te.iiti .it 
piesenl Sanile> ji along 
wilh Lhelan L h.nihan, tiled 
to keep iiji till piestige ol 
Indian tiitket on the lasi 
twin trnu ol .Vii-.ti .ili.i and 
New /eal.ind 'lli.n Samfeei' 
will be a gifdl iiieki<ei in 
lulnie IS pi lived bv In-, sett 
Ltmlidente. but all iietln 
goe t to his p.nenis who 
attuailv liioughi up this 
great t'ii'kelei Oiii finnliv 
)s in neetl ot I'loii ..old'- ot 
suth jMieiiis 

S.indeep is now an jiiio 
niatic tlioite on the piestiit 
narional te.im lit will ina 
tuie into <1 g>I ,it liatsm.io in 
tutuie His ■■t Hi riiein - “ 1 

know iheie i- u high ele 
merit ol lek n in', kind 'ii 
batting bur I'le point is I 
have alwavs believed in tak 
mg risks I lite t)v those 
lilies " spi ak-) volonie'. toi 
his flelt 1 itniialion lo tie 
tome gi .0 Suidetp lias 
est.iblisheil hnnst It as an 
outstanding tinkelei I 
wi-sh him gloiions Miiies'- 
this wintei in the turning 
senes against England 
UHKl'BAJYOTI BORAH 
,4 ssam 

























Misunderstood? 

M K Sail ).11 Guhti of 
Assam wioto m th(. 
issiif ot Aul'ust 2(1 rhat niv 
letlfi was pun-lv “si'lf 
(oiKiacIo loM " 1 uoitlcl ask 
Mr Gulia to uo thtouf^h mv 
lertei mite moic raretully 
bvforo making; siiiti a iiduu 
lous Ci>inri)( ot 

Ht' Lotild haidlv imdet 
stand wliat I attu.illv wioiv 
“Clfii I'lilv (I.ivask.it dofs 
not lu'looR to the latfftorv 
ol I'lttioi Vi\ Kiiftaids or 

(ai'K ('happt'ir - rills Ltmi 
mt'iii IS niio'iallv niadt' bv 
those who osotlook Gavas¬ 
kar's liieatness and letuse 
to at kiioivledjje his gonitis I 
nt vot m.ido siith a foolish 
statonirnt about tlasaskai 
(m till' oihoi hand to pioio 
tiavask.ir as a woild ilass 
batsman I ha«o iiii'd soino 
loiiLiote examples I iievei 
lompaiod Gasiiskai with 
oilhot Kiihaids oi C'hd|) 
poll, boiauso 1 porsoiially 
believ that evois ilass 
batsman is a mastn of Ins 
own toi hni(|ii‘. anil stvh . 
.mil tor this lo.ison, I novel 
said I li a r Chappell 
ICilliaids 'll Bom oil ate rlol 
ol f.a'.ask.n’s il.iss 1 novel 
undiiest ni.itid rhtrn oi 
Gavaskai Don Bi adman, 
(idiv Sob'.'is, 1,011 Hutton 
and Mike Bts.iili'y have 
Idled liini .IS ,1110 ol the 
gte.iiest baismeti of all 
time I think, these stal 
watts (\| iiiiket iniiUistund 
linker i.iiehrlv bi't'er 'h.in 
we 

.\Kl !• Ri)y. 

(\tli iittti 

High time 

W ITH oniv two uiui a 
halt month.s to go be¬ 
fore the lust Test between 
England and India at the 
Wankhede iltadium at Bom 
bay. It IS high time that we 
should stait our ptepatd 
tions III right earnest 
Mv suggestion is that An 
18 membet squad should be 
named and a physiial tiaiii 
iiig lamp started Not mall v 
we ii.irne .nir sqiirnl some 1^ 

I days [iiioi to the lest and 
then art inge fm the phystt 
al ttaming camp Rut this 
peiioil ot fj days is inadequ 
ate. siniplv beeaiise it usual¬ 
ly takes atioiii two tnonths 
I for the plaveis to le.iilt 
I then peak 

I Past espeiierttes h.ive 
i shown thdi It ts ot no use tt, 

I select 10 pl.i'.eis foi the 
camp beidiise almost h.ilt ol 
them do not even I'lnie neat 
the Tt ,st standard vvithni the j 
I'l davs pi noil 1 suggest the I 


naming of 18 players, who 
really fall in the category of 
Test ciicket I am aware 
that the season ha.s not yet 
.started, but then the selet- 
loi.s know the standard of 
all the players 

In my opinion, the follow 
mg playeis should be called 
for the naming camp 
Gavaskai, Chauhan, Veng- 
sarkar. Vishwanath. Patil, 
Yashpal, Kapil, Ghavn, Kir- 
mani, Sha.stn, Yadav, Doshi, 
S Viswanath tw.k ). Arun 
Lai, Sunil Walson, Copal 
Sharma, .Siinivasan and 
Madaiilal 

P Jj MONY, 
Tiivandrum 

Exciting 

T he Anglo Atistialian 
battle tor the Ashes is 
now ovei But what ,iii exxit- 
ing senes this has been' 
Two Tests were decided by 
the margin of I8and28iuns 
lespectively and there were 
some brilliant pei turmances 
bv laii Botham, Dennis l.il- 
lee. Tiny Alderman and 
Allan Roidei 

l-oi Botham, this senes 
pioved a lesurreition from 
ins dark davs ol lapiaincv 
He sillied lun.s with two 
wliiilwind centuries and 
took Pi wuket,s, capturing 
moie than 200 wicket,s in 
the proiess in a men* 41 
Test.s H«’ was also at the 
ihie.shold ol crossing the 
2000 I utis murk, in Test 
(iickei Botham is all set to 
create many records in the 
near future While Geoft 
Boycott duly completed a 
ceiituiy of Tests and will 
protiahiv hieak Sobers’ le- 
cold ol 8012 runs in Test 
cricket (although he is no 
match for Sir Gary’s batting 
prowess), Dorinis Lillee is 
poised to demolish Lame 
G I b hs ’ I eI ot d of .109 
wiikets, 

With the M (’ C tout ot 
India loiind the corner, and 
the Atistialians taking on 
the mighty West Indians 
and the Pakistanis this win¬ 
ter. we ate just about to 
witness new landmarks in 
the recoiii book ol Test 
cticket 

,S’ ACIIARYA, 
Pat'M 

Forgonen 

A LlIlOl'tiH Ian Botham 
and Mike Breailcv play 
ed a gre.it part in England’s 
vi'ioiy ovei Australia this 
suniinet. the man who did so 
miiih loi Engiand has beer. 

I absolutely forgotten Yes, I 
I mean Ken Barrington whose 


contribution to the >981 
Ashes win is immense It 
was under Barrington’s te¬ 
nure as A.ssistant Manager 
and coach that England pio- 
duced .such talented cricke¬ 
ters as David Gower, Gra¬ 
ham Gooch, Mike Carting, 
John Embuiey and Ian 
Botham Barrington may not 
have had a hand in shaping 
these players in then early 
careers, hut he channelised 
these talents m the right 
direction and extracted the 
best ol the.se players 
In the euphoiict ovei the 
magnificent victnty again.st 
Australia, let us not forget 
this gieat man 

UEEPAK COIL, 
Bangalore 


lileiitificatton 

N response to the quiz 
for the readers given 
on page 12 in the issue of 
September 9, many let¬ 
ters have reached us. Of 
course, we are happy to 
announce. John Vergb- 
ese and P L. Venkat 
have currectlv identified 
the player as Shabbir 
Ah Editor. 


Better side 

I AGRl'E with Sar.ijir Deb 
when ho savs rhat AITE 
could have chosen a bcltei 
Indian side foi the Mc'ideka 
sotcei louTnanient Por any 
fuiuie tmiinamerit. Subrata 
Rhattai hurva, Piemnath 
Philip, Ptasanta Banoiiee 
and Maiiasli Bliattacharya 
shiuild be seleiied in place 
ol Sudip Chattel lee. Aslam 
Khan, Kiishnondu Rov and 
Vi lay Kuiiiai respectively 
But I disagiee with the 
authoi on one point Sub- 
lata Bhatiachaiya is de 
firiitelv not iht- best stopper 
in India tod.iv; Maiioianjati 
Bhaiiachaiya is undoubted- 
Iv the leading stopper m the 
country I suggest the fol¬ 
lowing Indian team in anv 
flit me tiniriiament Bhas- 
kai. Shyamal, Manotanjan, 
Suhiata. Philip, Ptasanta, 
Paiinindi'i, Manash, .Shab- 
bn, Giiriiiig iKidesh) 

SIIARMILA Gl’HA. 
Balijan North 

Well-balanced 

T HL Piiglish cticket team 
to loiii India undei the 
lapiaiiuv ot Keith Fletcher 
IS a vvoll-balanced side The 
inipmiling senes against 
England will he a challeng¬ 
ing one fot India, because 


the English players are now 
lull ot confidence, having 
beaten Australia bv a 3-1 
margin 

India faces an uphill task 
as the English ream is a 
blend oi attacking and ex¬ 
perienced batsmen—Geoff 
Boycott, Mike Gatting, Gra 
ham Gooch and the wot Id 
class all Id undei, Ian 
Botham However, the team 
suffers tiom a deficiency in 
the depaitmeni of spin 
bowling, as it has only two 
recognised spmneis while 
the pitches at C'alcutta, 
Madras and Kaiipui are 
favourable to the spinners 
RAJNISH CHOPRA, 
Chaniiigaih 

Congratulations 

H LAR'^Y congiaiula 
tions to Siyoit'.noild foi 
pioviding two excfllcMiI 
pieces 111 the issue ol August 
26 Chi IS Even Lluvd is my 
tavuuiiie lady in the woild 
ol spoil So to lead aliout 
hei he.ii I breaks and ambi 
lioiii w'.is an added altiai- 
tion toi me The setond 
piece w.is the one on Mike 
Bleat ley wri'ten bv R.i|u 
Mukhei |i‘e Tht* aiiule on 
the siliolai skippei was m 
deed a in.tstei pieit 

JAYAMA NAMU ROY. 

Gauluiti 

One more 

G eoff boycoti has 

added one more to liis 
va,sf stock of records in the 
recently concluded fifth 
Test against Australia at 
Old Trafford When Boycott 
reached seven in England's 
first innings, he became the 
scorer of maximum runs for 
Endand in Tests, beating 
Cohn Cowdrey’s lecord of 
7,624 runs 

Reaching tins landmark. 
Boycott required 11 Tests 
less than Cowdrey While 
Cowdrey had to play 114 
Tests (188 innings) to scoie 
7,624 runs. Boycott has so 
far played 103 Tests (182 
inning) to score these runs 
Now he is next only to Sii 
Gary Sobers who holds the 
record of scoring the most 
runs—8,032 1 uns in 93 Tests 
(160 innings)—in Test 
cricket 

I hope he will de¬ 
molish Sobers’ world 
record of 8,032 runs during 
the coming .senes against 
India. 

W RAVI VINCENT, 
Madras. 




The Sporting Life 


Ban Tamplelon and Tom Forman 


PAINFUL NEWS 

California: Gamblers are increasingly beginning to suffer from 
what's been called ‘slot machine tendinitis'—a shoulder pain 
which IS an "occupational hazard" of one-arm bandit players 
While video-game fanatics suffer from 'space invaders' wrist, 
due to the frequent use of the space invaders' control arm 
requiring rapid arm movements So what's the cure'’ Doctors 
prescribe retirement—or an early jackpot' 

SPORTSMILES 

Stay spiritually Fit—jog to church 
Karate is Chop Talk 
Duelling is a sworded affair 
A Golf Course is a site to be holed 
A handsome athletics star is a Sprints Charming 

NEVER ON A SUNDAY 

Amsterdam: Elders of the Calvinist Church community in the 
small Dutch town of Waddinxveen have forbidden one of 
their congregation 21-year-old Gerda den Besten to marry 
Derek Haveiiaar the man she loves because he plays soccer 
for a local club on Sundays—the Lord's day of rest. The 
religious consider it a sin even to have the TV/radio on, on 
I that day So Derek has no option but to find a place in a club 
that plays on Saturdays 

I BJORN TO SAVE 

I Gstaad: Bjorn Borg may have lost his Wimbledon title this 
! year, but the multi-millionaire tennis ace is a born saver of 
I other things— like money, for instance He changed his hotel 
j this year in I ondon because it would not offer him free board 
I and lodging And his wife Mariana still washes and irons all 
1 his clothes' herself, in hotel washbasins—to save cash' The 
1 guy just can t bear to lose 
I 

; B TELLIS 



Va/C TfZUSTBES GTATB THAT FtRINB A 
COACH >5 A P£MEAH/He,3*/<BARJC PRACTJCe 
y/eu JBShiEATH THE DjeHtry of our 
UNIVERSITY... AHD SEYBHTEEH TRUSTEES 
WANT TO THROW THE BUM OUT. 



I GOTTA GBT top PRIZBMOAiBy 
JUST TO PAy OPF THE GAS BILL/ 


thankgop tycc^ pmJLtve ToseE7H/5i 

































^News : International 


Yet another 
bastion fails 

The decision to allow professionalism, albeit indi¬ 
rectly, is going to affect the world athletic scene. 
ARIJIT SEN reports from London 

A t lonK lasr the bastion of amateur-I Antonio Saiaaianch, attending the 
ism has fallen Athletics, ‘the on lAAF meeting, seemed to endorse the 


xxism has fallen Athletics, 'the on 
ginal sport' and the one most stead¬ 
fastly adhering to the concept of ‘sport 
for sport’s sake’ has become the latest 
hunting ground for commercialism 
The International Amateur Athletic 
Federation had a change of piesident 
in Rome from Adiian Paulen to the 
Italian Primo Nehiolo A day before 
this sivj'ch came the momentous deci¬ 
sion to allow professionalism 
Of course, it is too eaily to sav that 
professional athletes—born our of the 
decision—would not paiticipate in the 
Los Angeles Olympics International 
Olympic Committee piesident Juan 


Antonio Saiaaianch, attending the 
lAAF meeting, seemed to endorse the 
decision “It is impossible for me to 
see some athletes taking part in the 
World Championships and not the 
Olympic Games If athletics wants to 
create a professional group such as in 
skiing, then it’s perfectly all right” 
But this is a personal opinion, which 
will have to be endorsed by other IOC 
membeis when they meet at the Olym¬ 
pic congress in Baden Baden later this 
month 

The move to regularise payments to 
athletes has been done in such a 
manner that the label ‘pioiessional' 
may be haid to pin on to athletes The 


arraagemenr is inai auueies wui oe | 
allowed to endorse products or ser¬ 
vices, but the money accrued would be 
handled by their respective national I 
athletics associations The details are 
still not clear, but the athletes have 
been allowed to negotiate their own 
contracts. The money they earn will 
have to be kept in a trust fund for 
them by the national associations, a 
large pan of which will be given to 
them after their track and field days 
are over 

But, seeing the initial reaction to the 
move here in Britain, I feel most of the 
money will be taken by the athletes as 
soon as the contracts are finalised. The 
lAAF has ruled that although no direct 
payments could be made to athletes, 
the latter could receive monetary 
assistance with regard to “accom¬ 
modation, food, transport, education 
and professional training” Each item, 
here could run into several thousand 
pounds (and lakhs of rupees, tor that 
matter) Accommodation could mean 
full loan for a house, transport could 
be the buying of a car, and the 
amounts for food, education and pro¬ 
fessional training could ever be really 
completed in exact terms 

There are, of course, othei issues 
still to be decided At the moment, this 
LAAF decision legulanses what many 
have suspected foi long Several world 
class athletes were, in fact, being 
assisted by business houses, though 


Peacock o! the USA leaos for the mens high jump goto at Home He crossed 228 metres 












this was being done on a low key and 
in future interest. 

The pressure was actually on for 
prise money in this sport. Buffeted by 
the strong wind of commercialism 
blowing through every sport, it was 
onlv a matter of time that resistance in 
athletics crumbled. Thus, it was a 
working committee that prepared a 
paper on the subject, hoping to get 

T fessionalism in by the back door. 
HE meeting in Rome proved that 
athletics amters were more than 
ready to take the plunge The total 
complement was 528 When voting was 
over, one found only 14 votes against 
the move and a crushing majority of 
330 for it In taking this decision, 
however, the members did not prob¬ 
ably realise that this was the fii st step 
towards a total change in the context 
of the Olympic rules And. of course, 
athletics 


The move was initially made by the 
Americans, which is understandable 
since the bulk of adsertising prospects 
are in that countiv But Britain was a 
close second, backed by a large num¬ 
ber ot countries to which a decision 
either way could not make much ot a 
difference flnitially, there was some 
confusion about the rule The piesi- 
deiit of the European Amateur Athle¬ 
tic Association, Aitliur Gold, felt that 
the decision was only in the nature of a 
recommendation not a new rule 
There was also the feeling that this 
would become opeiative from April, 
1982 But both suggestions were dis¬ 
missed by the lAAI-' general secietury, 
John Hull He said that the move 
towards payments loi adveitisement 
was a rule and that i! was effective 
ftom the day it was passed) 

One cannot tealK visualise what 
etlect this will have on Indian athle¬ 




Eamonn Caghlan (46) ot Ireland who won the qiuelling 5 000m with ease attar Hanr^ Rono optad out 
loUowihg a row with the African committee 

liliili'lllli 
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Ranaldo Nehemiah—will reap a rich harvest 

tics Fiom the letent World Cup show¬ 
ing, one rcMlises th.it ilieic- is a world 
of (iiffeteiut- in perlnrmaiiee India is 
really mnvheie on the woild athletics 
map But there are a few glamour 
persoiidliiies in the Asian context. 
These will not In liee to adveitise 
pioducts and expect soe>- return 
thiough Mie Jeviiiiis means ouilineu by 
the lAAl Km •! Sniain Singh here and 
a Geetii Zutshi theic will not do much 
foi the average Indian athlete For him 
w<ill remain the ludiineutary tracks, 
ancient equipment and an iiisuimount¬ 
able wall oi ottnial apathy 
III Europe things aic vastly diffe¬ 
rent The Woild Cup in Rome saw the 
money rolling in Fhe lA AF. entitled to 
50 per cent of television tees and 20 
per tent of the adtenising revenue, 
netted a tot.il of about 45 lakhs, while 
the Italian Athletics Fedention re 
ceived, in addition to that amount, the 
nett returns from gate receipts —about 
3B lakhs and now, commeicial races 
are being plannecl everywhere, with 
New York first on the list this month 
with the ‘Fifth Avenue mile' In addi 















~~?rc£rfTain Tcina or man 
will only be seen in plains... 



In polyester and polyestet blends 
from Mafatlal. 

A man who has grown into a discerning 
individual. Whose style is never loud but quiet. 

An assertion of a distinctive personality. 


Mafatlal 
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Shirting 













non U) the inteifst gt'no'dted by hinli 
pressuic jdveinsinR, Now Yoikois 
will wfliomc the idea betaiise it 
means the road will get a face lift 
(Calcuttans will be .surpii.scd bv the 
similaritv in the ‘holey’ uiad surlates) 
NE hurdle has been ciossed The 
focus IS now on the demand toi 
prize money and ‘appealante nioiiey 
The tormer is an accepted iiffei lot 
majot sjiort events but the latiet 
seems like a gladiatorial format These 
issues will be debated at next year’s 
congress in Athens But, bv then, pre 
paratioiis will be in full swing toi the 
fust World Championships, to be 
staged in Helsinki 
In the meantime, the futute of the 
World Cup seems to he assured, 
although it was originally meant to be 
just a forerunner ol the World Cham¬ 
pionships The next cup meet, sche¬ 
duled for 198'>, will be held either in 
.lapah or Aiisnalia, depending on 
which centre has a laigei lAAh pull. 
Tokyo or Canbewa 
But to get back to athletiis, while 
people like Renaldo Nehemiah wili 
reap a rich haivest in the United 
States, athletes li'Ke Seb Coe and Stove 
Ovett in Britain are wailing foi the 
* offers to come in Coe, alieady leceiv 
mg 50 to 60 offers a week (before the 
lAAF decision) now expects the same 
number every day “But I’m not nego 
tiating directly Let us see how things 
go. As long as this is handled properly 
by the national associations and the 
federations, it is a good thing. Each 


individual will have to decide what he 
wants to do It is ceitainly better than 
anv move to bi mg in cash prizes It is 
not just going to affect top-flight 
athletes such as myself and Steve U 
will go much fuithei down the sport 
You might have an athlete who is 
asked to advertise bv his local 
butchei" 

The light vein apar!. Coe’s cotitiacts 
are likelv to be handled bv the Intei- 
national Management (iroiip, beaded 
bv Maik MiCormack, who looks after 
the financial side of Bjorti Borg’s 
career Although the lompanv denied 
liaving I'l do aiutliiiig with Coe, it is 
known th,it I’eter Coe Seb's lather has 
a contract with (hern 
Ovett has decided to I all in wiih the 
Aniateui Allileiic Assoclatioii He has 
give them the tight to negotiate on liis 
hehdli rile A.AA tieasurei, Rav 
.Stioiid, will lesigii next month to tun a 
ni*w company tlu AA\ will set up The 
l.AAl ‘s plan lo! trust tunds will enable 
Ovett to dijw his cMrnings alter de 
having expenses undet the irems 
allowed bv the lAAE foi ‘ruiiiiing 
athletes' 

WORLD CUP 

D f.SHlTfc' the hullabaloo over the 
change fiom pure amateurism to 
present day necessity, the Olympic 
Stadium was agog with excitement 
ovei the prospect of a wot Id class 
treat But this wa.s denied in laige 
measure by the old Roman skies. 


which kept opening up to allow rain to 
soak the artificial surface 
The meet as expected, failed to 
provide a rgsh ot records The condi¬ 
tions precluded such an outcome But 
the combined team from Europe 
sounded a clear warning to world 
leaders USA, USSR and the UDR The 
final World Cup standings showed 
Euiope in first place with 147 points, 
followed by hast Germany (l.U)),USA 
(127), USSR (118), combined Americas 
(95) and Itlav (93j Africa notched 66, 
Oceania G1 and Asia weie last with 59 
The women's scene was sliglitly diffe- 
lent, wuli GDR lopping the list with 
120 5 points, followed by Europe f 110), 
USSR (98), USA (89|, Americas (72), 
Italy (68 5), Oceania (58). Asia (32) 
and Afiica bunging up the tear with 
26 points 

Bui these are mere figures What 
line saw was gieat piogiess made by 
the Kuropeaiis, with Liigland dominal 
mg the sprints, the 800 mettes and the 
1500 meiies While Coe took t barge of 
the 800 meties, Ovett kept hi, 1500 
meties place uji front Alan Wells won 
the 100 meiies dash, but tiiiished 
si'coiid behind 1'SA‘s Mel Lattanv in 
the 200 meties, attiibiiting his defeat 
since the OKmpic Games last yeai to a 
case of stomach cramps In the 
women's 100 meties, Kathy Smallwood 
tame m tiom the reserves to take 
second spot behind Lvelvn Ashford of 
the United Slates Then, with Henry 
Ron.i taking himself out of the 5000 





The best ef enemies 

ARIJIT SEN follows the footprints of Coe and Ovett, the 
masters of the mile track 



j metres event following a row with the 
' African committee, it was relatively 
: easy for Eamon Coghlan of Ireland to 
; win 

USA was upset by the absence of 
Steve Scott to battle with his name¬ 
sake in the 1500 metres and the 
world’s best 110 metres hurdler Renal- 
do Nehemiah To make matters worse, 
Henry Marsh was disqualified after 
winning the steeplechase when it was 
discovered that he had missed the 
water jump on the last lap Other 
disappointments included world- 
record holder Marita Koch’s display in 
the 400 metres, where she was pushed 
to second place by Czechoslovakia's 
Jarmila K-atochilova 

The two Indian stars in Rome were 
barely visible Geeta Zutshi kept a 
place in the front bunch of the 800 
metres runners fur less than a quarter 
of the distance Thereafter, she fast 
faded away, lacking pace and stamina, 
to come stru^ling a distant last 

Gopal Sami was in the 5,000 metres 
and very evident fur more than half 
distance. He led the pack and seemed 
to be going strongly Even when he fell 
back slightly, he was in the pack of six 
that led through the rather slow race 
But his positioning was all wrong. 
When he went behind the leaders, he 
kept to the kerb and one could see his 
rhythm being upset by the two people 
ahead of him in the first lane And 
when the others opened up in the last 
lap, Sami did not have any strength 
left to compete He finished just ahead 
of the Oceanian and African partici¬ 
pants. 

These were but two of the examples 
of the kind of fare provided m Rome 
By allowing Asia, Africa and Oceania 
(Australia and New Zealand) the field 
was far less competitive than it could 
have been if it was thrown open to the 
best talents However, Asians, exposed 
to world class competitors, could be 
expected to improve as a result of the 
experience. And this is true of the 
hordes of Japanese and some Chinese 
. who took part. 


O N my left—the champion of the 
poor, Steve Ovett..on my right— 
the fresh-faced, Loughborough econo¬ 
mics student who represents the haves 
of the world, Sebastian Coe. Sitting in 
the middle, in London, I can almost 
feel the punting spirit spilling over 
into a ten quid note on either—de¬ 
pending on who IS racing—to break a 
record. 

Yes the rivalry—not always gentle¬ 
manly—between Coe and Ovett has 
reached epic proportions Nor that 
anyone is regretting it, though Be¬ 
tween them, the two have torn to 
shreds the mile block that saw its first 
thread come asunder under the severe 
pounding of Roger Bannister (But 
there is an age that .separates that first 
burst under fuui minutes and the 
current battle between the two Bri¬ 
tons It IS dt once dn unprecedented 
assault on the mile and a bitter battle 
against the clock ) 

As things stand, the Coe-Ovett feud 
could set the clock back mm h further 
than the 3 min 47 33 sec that stands 
as the latest electronic proof ol the 
battering the mile is taking 
The “Britons’ war” began in light 
earnest on Julv 17, 1979, when Coe- 
returned a time of 3 min 48 95 sec 

The greatest rivals—Steve Ovett (right) and Sab Coe 
(Olympics IS welcomed by Ovett on the podium 


Less than a year after, on July 1,1980. 
It was Steve Ovett who powered his 
way thiou^h to a mile in 3 min. 48.8C 
sec The rivalry was silent but deter¬ 
mined Both runners devoted theii 
energies to the breaking of records, as 
neither was willing to face the other in 
a direct clash 

Then came the unbelievably torrid 
ten days in August this year On Au 
gust 19, in Zurich, Coe set a scorchin{ 
pace to cover the distance in 3 min 
48 53 sec While the world watched 
with wonder, ,Steve Ovett went tc 
Koblenz exactly a week later and 
pounded his wav through the mile tc 
chop off 0.13 seconds off Coe’s time 

Ovett’s feat was in danger of nol 
being considered as official The Kob 
lenz meet did not originally include 
the mile event It was a last-minute 
inclusit^n .Since the meeting program 
me did not include it, the record tailec 
to qualify under the Internationa. 
Amateur Athletic Federation (lAAF] 
rules Rut the presence of lAAF offi 
cials and the meet organi.sers’ pressure 
led one to believe that it would be 
ratified, the lAAF deciding to over 
look the technical lacunae 

But all that became quite unneces 
sarv The reason? Sebastian Coe all 
The latter, wtio won the 800m silver at the Moscow 
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over again. Before going to Brussels 
for the “Citizen Golden Mile” Coe had 
said that the mile could come much 
quicker than it had in the past. “I can 
see the mile being run in less than 3 46 
by the end of this decade” He was 
obviously talking seriously becau.se at 
Ae Hevsel Stadium in Brussels, which 
is barely ISO miles from Koblenz. Coe 
came in at 3 min 47.33 sec., a clear 
1.07 seconds faster than Ovett 

It was an unbelievable race Amer¬ 
ican Tom Byers, who had paced Coe in 
Zurich and came in third when Overt 
broke that record, told Coe that he 
would set the race up for him “In 
Zurich, I was sick and faded after 
1,000 metres Here I could take it all 
the way to 1,200 metres and make it 
much easier for him” Byers kept Ins 
word 

At the start of the race, Ol cuuise, 
Coe had a lot of other pressures 
Initially, he had planned this race as 
one that he had to win The competi¬ 
tion was fierce He had to face the 
German Thomas Wessinghage, New 
Zealand troopei John Walker, Spain's 
Jose-Luiz Gonzales, Kenya's .?4-vear- 
old Mike Boit and, above all, Amer¬ 
ica’s Steve Scott The lattci had 
broken Jim Ryun’s US mile 1,500 
metres records and said he was in 
peak condition “For the first time this 
year, and perhaps ever, 1 ran take on 
Seb and beat him,” was his comment 

A packed 40,000 capacity stadium 
roared as Tom Byers swept to the Iront 
from the gun and completed the first 
lap in 54 92 .seconds, the fastest ever 
The second was compleied in 1 54 92, 
again the best tune so far All along, 
Coe kept light behind Jimi But at the 
very next bend, Coe appeared to stum¬ 
ble, apparently hitting the cuib But 
he didn’t fall, surging ahead, instead, 
Bvers faded out 

But Mike Boit was barely three 
strides behind. And he kept going 


Slove Ovett, the winner of the 1976 “mile of the 
century' at Tokyo, with Sharon Davies, Common¬ 
wealth Games double gold medallist 
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Seb Coe breasting the tape in record hme in the 1000m at Oslo's Bislalt Stadium in July last 
year compatnot Steve Ovett winning the tSOOm at the same meet 


strongly, at one stage threatening to This summer, Coe has set world 
rake the lead. With a lap to go, Coe records in 800 metres, 1,000 metres 

appeared to flag He was, at that point, and the mile twice Turning 25 next 
a little off the record-breaking time month, Coe has run only six mile rates 
But he came back strongly in the last and has broken the retold three times 
lap to finish with an amazing burst of But he has not yet been able to touch 
speed Bolt finished .second in 3 49.45 Ovett’s 1,500 metres record 
and Steve Scott a distant third at It is clear that the mile can still take 
3-51 48 serond.s a beating If he had not stumbled, Coe 

“I ran into Tom (Byers), but I wasn’t could have finished earlier Be.sides. 
going to fall", Coe said after he had he showed no signs of exhaustion after 
run across to the corner of the bend the race Naturally, one feels he can 
where his father and coach, Peter, had set a faster time, especially after his 
been giving him interval times comment that “It’s possible to go 
“There’s still time to come off”, he through the half way stage in 1 48 
said. seconds". 










Interviews 


We need honest men to help the 

cause of sport 

RAJU MUKHERJI speaks to top officials to determine what can be done 
for sport and sportsmen in State of West Bengal 


TO the <,i)nrti> crazy people of Calcutta, 
the cigar smoking Jatin Chakiabortt, 
affectionatelv known as “Jat kieda ” is 
d man after then own hearts Official¬ 
ly. he holds the portfolio of Minister 
for the Public Works Depai tment and 
Housing in the (lovernment of Weit 
Bengal However, his fust love is 
sports and spot tmcii and he is a pet sun 
who can never really stay awav from 
the '^.aidun Although be has no locus 
standi in Calcutta sport circles, he is 
the man who nurses Calcutta sport as 
his own babv 

S PORTSWORLD- A lot of sporting 
activities now take place at the 


Kshudiram Anusilan Kendra. Can we 
say that the (iovemnient can take the 
credit for this? 

JATIN CHAKRABORTI: Partially, 
yes It IS indeed satislying to see young 
boys and girls undergoing strenuous 
practise at the coaching centre I flunk 
It IS veiy t onimendable on the part ot 
the West Bengal Spoils Council foi 
oigan.sing training camps in gymnas¬ 
tics, table tennis and badminton at (he 
stadium 

SW: But the Netaji Indoor Stadium is 
lying waste 

JC: Not really Internationai and 
National championships are held iheie 
from time to time 


SW: That is true. But it is a shame to 
have such excellent facilities beyond 
the reach of aspiring sportsmen. We 
are sure you will agree that the Netaji 
Indoor Stadium was built with sports 
in mind 

JC: Yes 1 realise that you are hinting 
at the miisiial soirees and exhibition 
wiestling contests dial t.ike place in 
that stadium Well, vou will appreciate 
the high maintenance cost (hat the 
pl.ice leqmres, and so to make ends 
meet the Goveinnient needs the re¬ 
venue tiom the.se souices 
SW: But why is it not possible to have 
local championships in table tennis, 
basketball and badminton played 
here’ We feel the Govcrnnient makes 
enough money trom those hmitions tc. 
provide facilities Iree ol cost or at a 
nominal charge. 

JC I think It IS a good idea We will 
)(H>k 111(0 the iT.dttei It de.seives se 
nous corisideiatioii 
SW' The much-heralded Pankaj Gupta 
Indoor Stadium is another while 
elephant Do you think anything 
worthwhile will come out of it.-‘ 

JC' Funkiv, I -till lerv dis.ippoiiited 
with the Cricket Associai'oii ol Beng.il 
They wanteeJ imlooi lai iliiies toi trick- 
i‘i practice dining the oft season We 
provided them with spact and helped 
out iiriarii I lily with the construction 
But these people want to be spoonfed 
.til the i.rne. Iliey are tolling in wealth 
but they shirk responsibilitv when the 
cpiestion of munitendtii.e crops up 
Kveii with tegaid to die giound ni the 
Kden (laidens diev aie alw<iys rom- 
plaining although we go out of oui way 
M attend to these complaints 1 think 
they really should care moie fo' the 
game 

SW: Are you happy with the facilities 
inside the Pankaj Gupta Indoor Sta¬ 
dium’ 

JC: Not exactly There arc a few 
problems but those can be rectified I 
remenibei at the time of construction 
some people mentioned misgivings re¬ 
garding the playing surface and ven¬ 
tilation .\t that time senior cricketers 
and technical people assured us that 
evervthing would be fine. Now we 
have realised that not everything is as 
we wanted them to be However, once 
again let me repeat that minor prob¬ 
lems tan always be settled Here I 
would like to divert your attention to 
Ashoke Chose, the AIFF secretary. 


Existing system will remain 


T he Home Secretary of the Gov¬ 
ernment of West Bengal, 
RATHIN SEHGUPTA takes a very 
keen interest in sporting affairs of 
the State. It is said that he and the 
PWD Minister become more tense 
than the players themselves on "big 
match” days during the Calcutta 
football season 

SPORTSWORLD: As vou might 
be well aware, there is a great 
disparity between the "big” and 
the “small” clubs at the Calcutta 
Maiden. Do you think this a healthy 
traid? 

RATHIN SENGUPTA: It may not 
be a healthy tiend but that is how it 
has been for a long time. By Calcut¬ 
ta football we mean Mohun Bagan, 
East Bengal 'jnd Mohammedan 
Sportme. 

SW; That is unfortunately true. 
The smaller clubs constitute the 
nursery of Calcutta footbaU and yet 
they never reap the fruits of their 
foil. Any suggestions for improve¬ 
ment? 

RSG:Well, changing the existing 
system is impossible, I feel. 

SW: As the Home Secretary, can 
you bring about any change? 

RSG: Our activity revolves 
around giving grants and maintain¬ 
ing law and order. 

SW: That means you cannot even 
keep a check on whether the grant 
is misutilised? 

RSG;We don't reaUv have the 


power pr the machinery to check on 
whether the funds are properly 
used or not. I must add that there is 
no reason to feel that funds are 
being misused. 

SW; As regards law and order, 
you must be happy to see the 
Maidan so peaceful this year. 

RSG: Yes, everything is under 
control this season Last year’s un¬ 
fortunate incident forced us to stop 
football in Calcutta as we felt that 
the law and order problem would 
take an ugly turn. 

SW: There are too many clubs in 
the first division, leading to a fall in 
standard. Any comment? 

RSG: Yes, we know there are just 
loo many clubs. In iWl there were 
14 clubs in the first division and the 
competition was fierce. Today 
there are no less than 27 clubs. 
Obviously the standard has suf¬ 
fered, but unfortunately our hands 
are tied 

SW: Can’t the Government do 
anything about the constant in¬ 
crease of clubs, fixing of matches 
•etc? 

RSG: We know very well about 
what goes on but we cannot do a 
thing Our problem is the moment 
we try to exercise control, the clubs 
and the association accuse us of 
interference as they did last Au¬ 
gust. Howevei, we will remain very 
Firm in our commitment to main¬ 
tain law and order on the Matdan. 





r rom left Ashoke BhMacharya 8 K Saha Ashok Mitra ISerretary IF A), Rathm Sangupta and otlxuals ol East Bengal discuas a point with Jatin Chakraborii 


Hi-if IS jii h<int'sl man who loves the | 
game He has even tinned Kabindra 
Sarobar Stadium uito an active toot- 
ball centre aftei veais ol nenlect We 
need men like him. The mam problem 
IS the men we get aie all with vested 
Intel est, lighting for power at the 
expense of ralenied sportsmen 

SW. How is It that although yoiii 
department is not really connected 
with sports, you go out ol your way to 
make the sporting scene in Calcutta a 
success'^ 

JC: Attudlly, 1 teel sorry for the way 
the officials play God with sportsmen 
I wish 1 had more puwei 
SW; Don’t you think we can utilise the 
existing facilities available at the 
different parks around Calcutta? Say, 
the tennis facilities at Deshapriya 
Park and Oeshabandhu Park can be 
utilised by the Government for 
coaching youngsters by providing a 
subsidy to the respective clubs. The 
same goes for cricket at ^he White 
Border Club in Rabindra Sarobar Sta¬ 
dium and volleyball at the Boy.s’ Train¬ 
ing Association in Kalighat Park In 
fact, there are also other parks which 
have the infrastructure and which can 
easily be utilised for various sports. 
JC; I think it is a very ronstiuctive 
suggestion I will speak to some in¬ 
fluential colleagues and do something 
worthwhile 

SW: Have you got anything construc¬ 
tive coming up soon? 

JC: We have decided to have two 
grounds each, exclusively for cricket 


We win eeneentrate 


T he West Bengal Spmts Cotmcil 
receives its regular share of cri- 
tidsjtj but hardly ever any pnite, A 
deputy secretary with the Jkhfii^ty 


as the secretary of the WBSC'temls 
that the criticism is withova idsd- 
ficatioa. 

SPOBTSWORU): As the imeet' 
snt of the WBSC, what 
major responsibuUiaiW'>« 

ASHOKE BHATTAC^AirVA: 
WBSC looks al.teir eoathing' 
scheilies in various' discipline{t. We 
provide the finance and also super¬ 
vise the projects. We cuncehtrate 
mainly on the eotf, m the- 

mthnent Mm 

schemes ui m 

over the State^'"-, ,'' ■' 

'SW: WUK .if 
t#ith the offifiit 
associatletts? - , ■ ■ 


were not reihlly ^ce«t«d:in the- 
profflotiod of .thlMr' respective 

epOFCS. 

SW: EutdieiilliKissyottliaveiM 
podrar tyvar ^ Asfff? .. 




AB: No, none at all. the lUnlt* 
have their comtitotipns to. guide 
.them. Our basic function is to alio- ' 
cate funds for coaching youngsters: 

SWi. How do you rate the 
coaching schemes at .the district 
level? 

■ABilamhaptwtosayti^twenro , 
v^ successful We have uneanhed 
.some very talented vo*ibgsterS 'in 
diCferene disciplines; i axn very opti- ' 
tmstic about the development of 
Sports in- 'the 'imal areas, but 
cannot, say the same thing about 
Calcutta. ' 

SW: ’lh..Cidcutta there 1$ nqf a 
' single track for athletes on whienfo ' 
pntetisa. Have you ^vettthouglit.h> . 

' this sMiohtem? 

. A& It is true we -have not done 
much for adiletes. However, now 
ihat'.'we have datided to' teme over, 
the !labladra..$arObar'. Etadium ' 

: fi^om Che Caleutta mprov^ent 
-Tritit we will a'cinder track 
. there as well as-onh « die Salt Lake . 

■ StadiUm. ■ 

i $W: But Salt Lake .Stadium is ,. 
only-a disoint .dreum. 

AB: Not reallyi 1 am sure it will 
be ready, in tme to four yearn’ 
time. 





You see, the Government is trying its 
best but the existing tramework is full 
of corruption If we get the tune we 
would like to do away with those 
officials who thrive in bias and corrup¬ 
tion 

SW; Now let us come to the issue of 
football in the State and especially 
Calcutta. Would vou like to make a 
comparative assessment ol the stan¬ 
dard in Calcutta over the years? 

JC; Having watched football in Calcut¬ 
ta foi more than 30 years I can safely 
conclude that the standaid of iootball 
has deterioialed greatly ovei the 
years 


It is most 
unfortunate that 
even “big” ciubs 
have not been above 
suspicion in 
certain cases. 


SW. Can you pinpoint some reasons 
for the decline’ 

JC: To begin with, theie are jusi loo 
many ciubs, not only in the first divi 
sion but also in the othei divisions 
Only a few iliibs devote time loi 
propel piai'ticc and tiaining iliruiigh 
out the yeai Most clubs ate interested 
in big match tickets Then theie is the 
problem of ‘'f'ved" niaiihes among the 
hnttom-rankt I ^ in an eitoit to avoid 
relegation to the lowei divisions It is 



TOe icene ol the Irounle thdl tOPh ^'laco Iasi /pm ,./i AoqosI Io »Sen s,. cer Ians m'rt- mlipo and lltP 
League jnd Shield had le bt* l ailed oH 


Police promotional 
prospects lacking 


T he Deput V Inspt'L tor Gonet jI of 
Police, Crimindl Investigation 
Department, B. K SAHA, is a famil¬ 
iar face in Calcutta spu/ting drdes. 
An excellent tennis and table ten¬ 
nis p]aye> himselt, he keeps a close 
eye on the Maidan. 

SPORTSWORLD: This year the 
police have done an excellent job at 
the football grounds, it enabled the 
spectators to enjoy more space than 
before. But do you think the police 
will be able to carry on looking 
after the entry gates in future? 

B. K. SAHA; Thank you In fact, 
this year we even went tn the 
extent of controlling rhe membeis' 
gates to discourage unauthorised 
entiy You will appreciate this is 
not a police function at all but in 
view oi the gross mi.smanageincnt 
at the gates by the club and associa¬ 
tion officials, we had to intervene 
We were also veiy strict regarding 
entry into the actu.il plaving arena 
At the moment there is tust no 
alternative but to tarry on in this 
fashion 

SW: As a good sportsman your¬ 


self why don't you strengthen the 
police teams in Cal<;uctj|? 

BKS: Here, my hahds are tied. 
We have certain Government for¬ 
malities regarding recruitment to 
fulfil. Then again, even promotion¬ 
al prospet ts in the police force do 
not take into account the merits of 
spoilsmen, not even internaiiwiial 
performers The case of Indian 
hockey goalkeeper Bir Bahadur 
Chettiy is an unfortunate exan^ile. 
Even aftei lepresenting the victo¬ 
rious Indian team he could not be 
considered foi promotion because 
there was no such provision in our 
rules in this we will never be 
able to iitira"t talented spoilsmen 
to our ranks 1 quite agree that a 
strong spoils image will give a 
boost to police morale. Actually, 
years back, the police teams won 
lauielsTn vaiioiis games, mcludiiig 
one IFA Shie'd vicioi v sometime in 
the forties At (hat time some ex 
cellent sportsmen, mainls Anglo- 
Indians, biought Cl edit to the force 
But iinioMimatuly that is a thing of 
the past 


I calls tunnv ihc svas these iliibs fix 
matches Thes ilo not lealise th.it since 
at ieasi one team in cath disision will 
ht leleg.ited eseiv seai, no matter 
ln)W hard thes try thes aie hound to 
teel the axe sonietimt oi tin- olliei Ol 
lOurse Ihev otils get tenipoiaiv le 
suite li IS niosi unfoitutiate that even 
the “big" clubs base iiut been ahos’e 
suspiiion in Cel tain tases 
SW' Do you think it will be possible to 
gise office tournaments mure scope 
and greatei status in otder to discour¬ 
age the business of fixing matches? 
JC. Fiankls. that is the best solution, 
as ise obserse in other States But m 
Calcutta vse base a iradition ol club 
teoihall ss'hicti ohviouslv we do not 
svant 10 abolish 

SW- Fair enough Well, in that case, if 
the small teams in the first division 
have a share in the stands of the 
enclosed grounds, thev may be finan- 
ciallv strong enough to waid off cor¬ 
rupt external influeiires 
JC riiat would he excellent because 
everv i lub will then have .i shaie of 
the levenue peiieiated bv the popular 
its ol IooiImH in Crilcutta Untortu- 
iiatelv tlieie are »oo many constraints 
to ove’come .So, lor the moment the 
tsisiitm sc*t up cannot he drastically 
alteied However, we wdl frv our best 
1(1 help the sniallti clubs in lime to 
come Ihis veai v*e have provided 
these clubs with permanent chaneing- 
looni facilities at the hden Garciens 
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Lord of the 
Meadows 

Two months after the excitement of Wimbledon, the leading stars on the 
professional tennis circuit converged on Flushing Meadows, the venue 
for the US Open Championships. The scene was set for yet another 
classic confrontation between Wimbledon champion John McEnroe and 
Bjorn Borg, the man whom he dethroned earlier this year at the 
All-England Club. McEnroe was on the lookout for his third successive 
US Open title; Borg for the one honour that has eluded him thi’oughout 
his brilliant career. GEORGE K. GEORGE reports on the tournament 


B jorn BORG was onJy 16 when he 
made hi& debut at the US Open in 
1972 He was out at Forest Hills play¬ 
ing against an all-nme great Roy 
Emerson, who had won the title in 
1961 and 1964 It was the latter’s 
farewell game At the sidelines knelt a 
13-year-old ballboy serving the two 
masters ot the past and the future His 
name was John McEnroe 
On September 13 the 
same lad—now a man— 
sent away his one-time 
master without the title 
which he has coveted for 
the past ten years For the 
second consecutive time 
John McEnioe had beaten 
Bjorn Borg in the final of 
the US Open 
That makes it seven vic¬ 
tories each between the 
two legends of modern 
tennis Two titles at this 
US Open assured McEnroe 
of the No 1 ranking in 
singles and doubles for the 
rest of the year. However, 
he has yet to prove his 
skill on the clay .surface or 
at the Fiench Open Never 
mind He has proved 
beyond doubt that he is 
the only player today, who 
IS capable of taming the 
cold tennis machine called 
Bjorn Boig 

The final at Flushing 
Meadows was a dis¬ 
appointment Not just for 
Bjorn Borg, but for the 
connoisseurs of tennis as 
well. There was something 
missing in Borg’s game 
What was it? He was not 
there to explain at the 
post-match Press confer¬ 
ence. Even before he was 
awarded the runner-up 


prize, he was escorted by a bunch of 
security men through the back door 
Some of the crowd thought that he had 
left as a sour loser, skipping the award 
ceremony and the Press conference, 
but in actual fact he had received a 
second death threat while playing the 
match and there was no point in taking 
any chances 




The day of the final belonged to 
John McEnroe. Borg was certainly 
under pressure. It was his fourth final 
at the US Open This one title, which is 
considered to be the second highest 
honour of tennis, has denied him the 
titles of all-time great in spite of five 
consecutive Wimbledon and six 
French titles 

Borg won the first set by 
breaking McEnroe in the 
seventh game and he went 
on to take the .set 6-4. In 
the second set McEnroe 
broke him right away to 
lead 3-0, then he movM to 
5-2 Borg serving at 30-0, 
committed a double fault 
and then one more to lose 
the set at 2-6 
By then McEnroe was in 
command He served with 
guile and variation. He 
charged to the net as often 
as he could Still, Borg led 
4-3 in the third .set and 
served for a 5-3 lead. Sud¬ 
denly the complexion of 
the whole match changed 
as McEnroe broke him and 
went on to win the next 
two games. Two back¬ 
hands and a superb lob 
won him the crucial game. 
“That’s one of the best 
games I have ever played 
on someone else’s serve," 
he would recall later 
Borg looked completely 
lust in the fourth set. He 
lost his serve at 15 in the 
fourth game to concede a 
3-1 lead to McEnroe. The 
maestro broke back in the 
next game but then the 
fire was gone McEnroe 
broke back once again in 
the following game. .4s 
Borg served at 2-5 he gave 




' •- -riJ, '' ' 


Tracy Austir} regained her vne with a spectacular wtn /n tne ^inat 


The bndie i 

T he shadow of John Panicfc McEnroe Ipo) 
Chan ever at Flushing Meadows. With 




X than ever at Flushing Meadows. With In dm 
straight title, even the meat hard-boiled 
critic would tie hard-pressed to deny the faceflMdaib 
man is a genius. Agreed, the iKM seeded ydaydr 
McEnroe met was Gerulaitis. (no. IS) in the jMni- 


McEnroe met was 
finals. Agreed, Bor{ 
(besides, he is pn 
anyway). Agreed, i 


has the WimUedon title bndfvMaW^hihiddi 
UE Open dtle to his hael asdwQ^^M WWj 
Kooyong—4ie hongxy foa ydt «QoAl 4 r;in fhit i 
tian Open. He has not.Vtoa 'dM 
which to do so and it is quitodOihlgbMdffWw 
Borg has stiU'becB miaidb^ > *,. 

Consider the facts. Mcfigro* iiWRi Aa.g|Mi|[ 
McEnroe and lletsdog ms'tkellrabwWjl 
sindes at Flushing Meadtoisfc htjtWfe WO^li 
doubles at Flushing MoiiWMMb fludnn fit M 
professional circuit todgy cmuiflC 'M dewkg. 

Biom Borg, the player who domlnatod 
preferred to concentrate oa Maataa ahMHk-lM 
reason is simple: by focusshw m s^tt OfM) 
tennis. And, as his record KWait tSM Walni 
McEnroe foUows no sudi pnin|iMhPMdM 
same dedication and fiereo coiaiMlHyia mil 
waited for an imanriaw whit jan at wfiiM 
douMes quarter-liittl wflh twamg.) 

The McEnroe-Borg otwtHiMar ttaM htahif 
matches before the WMs M adait Sm, hdr- 
Adequately. - •/* 


shscmM 

'»gg|wwe 



piOBiy.arSgie la 
eahih to-do afhat 


won ae 

4 ' 

A doeado of tennis, has ala^ 
ggamdsahlap ahogeiher. Ihe 
iMtth hahopes to jAvf better 
ihpSTaaid rich dty wK i de . But 
and sinidw>^ the 
L |ipw dinabers oC ilM Tress 
ho was h laen^s 


fiidhmio trsiied by twjs 

p' .amdii 


McEnroe two championship points but 
recovered with a stunning iurehand 
passing shot and an ace Tlic crowd 
cheered wildly as he won the game, 
with eager expes'tation of another dis- 

C lay of Borg magic But this was nut to 
e McEnroe held hi.s serve in spite ot 
committing a double fault in the begin¬ 
ning, then he took the next four points 
and Borg sent the last serve o\er the 
baseline to make it 15-40 The final 
score read 4-6, 6-2, 6-4, 6-.^ in favour of 
John McEnroe Jr. 

There were no tiebreakers and 
though Borg showed flashes of his 
brilliance occasionally he nevertheless 
looked hesitant and subdued. McEn¬ 
roe thinks that it was the cause of too 
much pressure “It seemed like he 
kind of let up and got careless after 
the first set I don’t think he was really 
sure what he wanted to do He just 
seemed kind ot tentative after the first 
set,” he said 

In fact. It seemed like Borg’s day 
when he played Connors the day be¬ 
fore He played superlative tennis to 
overcome Jimmy Connors in the semi¬ 
final, yet another Wimbledon replay 
It wa^an awesome display of power 
and skill on the part of Bjorn Borg The 
6-2, 7 5, 6-4 score is an unfair indica¬ 
tion of Connors’ performance He play 
ed his usual fiery brand of tennis with 
total dedication and determination 
But things just did not happen the way 
Ihe wanted. Seldom has Bjorn Borg 




served like this. He served 15 aces in ] 
all, most of them over 100 miles per 
hour. 

They were meeting at the US Open 
after a lapse of three years and in their 
three previous encounters at this 
tournament. Connors had won each 
time. Connors was broken in the very 
first game of the match and Borg went 
on to oreak again to take the set 6-2. In 
the second set, Connors led 4-1 with 
one break. In the sixth game, Borg 
served at 0-40 but bounced hack to win 
the game. Two aces and a service 
winner did the trick He served out 
four break points in that game, which 
proved to be the turning point of the 
match Borg got a break in the seventh 
g^e and another one in the ninth. 
Once that set was lost, Jimmy Connors 
just could not recover. “The main 
thing was that he outserved me,’* he 
said later “1 should not have lost that 
set.” 

At 3-3 in the next set, Jimmy Con¬ 
nors committed a double fault while 
serving but levelled at 30-30 A bad 
call against him made it deuce, yet he 
won the game As Borg served at 3-4 
Connors had an advantage but Borg 
forced another deuce and won the 
game. Again at 4-4 Connors offered his 
rival a double break point which he 
gratefully accepted Borg held serve to 
make it 6-4 “It has been a very long 
time since 1 served this well,” Borg 
said after the match According to him, 
the last time he served so well was at 
the Wimbledon final of 1980. 

M artina Navratilova shared 

a heartbreak day with Jimmy 
Connors She had reached the finals of 
the US Open fur the first time in her 
career, a feat that meant something 
special to her, as she had become an 
American citizen two months previous¬ 
ly Before the tournament, the two- 
time Wimbledon champion was not 
expected to make the final Everyone 
was talking about a Lloyd-Austin final. 
Suddenly she pulled off the biggest 
upset of the tournament by conquer¬ 
ing the reigning champion with a 
splendid display of power, speed and 
skill She trailed 2-4 in the final set 
after splitting the first two with Chris, 
but simply grabbed the next four 
games with strong nerves and her 
favourite cannon volleys “Since the 
last time I won Wimbledon I've never 
been this excited,” she said “Butterf¬ 
lies were in my stomach I felt like this 
was the final." 

It was not And that is probably what 
went wrong, as she would admit at the 
award ceremony the following day 
She swept through the first set against 
Austin 6-1 making her opponent look 
like a battered child Anyone else 
perhaps would have buckled under 
such pressure. The crowd was with 
Martina Still, Tracy went about her 
business in her calm and cool manner, 
playing hei baseline game and serving 
better than before Marty Reisen’s 
coaching seems to have improved her 
serve and she even served a couple of 
aces although, of course, she was not 
par with the 90-mile per houi serves of 
her stronger opponent. 


In the second set, at 4-4, Martina had 
two break points for the set However, 
Tracy held serve and won the game 
Probably ii was at this point that 
Martina Navratilova let the youngei 
rl off the hook. In the next game, 
artina’.s eighth double fault of the 
match gave Tracy a break point, but 
the former forced the deuce and 
advantage to win in the next game 
Tracy served with the advantage foui 
times before eventually winning it 
Martina served the last game, dou¬ 
ble-faulted to give Tidty a set-point 
lead, forced the deuce and won it That 


led to the tiebieakei which Fiacv took 
7-4 

In the final set, thev tied at .'i-'i At 
this crucial juiictuie lanie Maitina’s 
eleventh and twelfth double faults, 
giving Tiacy a 6-5 lead But immediate¬ 
ly she foried Tracy from tO-0 to deuce, 
bieaking back to make it 6-6 lioiiu al¬ 
ly, at the end of the tiebreaker she 
served hei thirteenth double lault to 
give Austin a 7-1 lead and the cham- 
pion.ship This was the first time that a 
US Open final has been decided on a 
tiebreaker 

At the presentation ceremony the 











Rameth Knshnan in action aqaimt Stan Smitn 
whom he defeated in straight seti 


crowd cheered Martina for five lull 
minutes She broke down and cried 
openly at that unexpected expression 
of love, then she smiled through her 
tears and then she laughed “It took 
me e.ght years to get to the final,” she 
said with hei usual wit “I lust hope it 
doesn’t take me another eight years to 
win this thing ” And the crowd 
cheered all the more 
Tracy Austin was emotional too 
“This means more to me than the last 
one,” she said “At 16, it all came so 
fast It was kind ol like the next 
stepping stone I had come on to the 
women’s tour and gradually gotten 
better and bettei I was too young to 
realise how important it was ” 

Anothei person who wanted to win 
very bac'ly was a new, motivated Vitas 
(jerulaitis After his tense match 
against Ivan Lendl, he sent a flying 
kiss to the ciowd and shouted “1 love 
you " Foi him it was a homecoming, 


S‘>nie sorf ot a lebuth “Vhe bov is 
back." he exclaimed as he looked at 
the cheeiing ttowds tied Stolle, his 
voaih, seems to have injeited soiiu. 
thing new into him—the will t<> wm 

In his semi-final match aga,nst 
McEnroe, he was realiv unlucky He 
won the first set 7 6 bv using the oiJv 
break ol the set McEnroe survived ten 
double taiilis in the match and tune 
break points in the fifth set Even in 
the second, third and ioiiith games, he 
squandered fat too many bieak points 
A couple el times the wind played 
havoc w'th his luc's His second serves 
weie loo weak and Ins return of seive 
loo high He returned belter in the 
fourth set and became more aggu-s- 
sive as he had m the match against 
Lendl, but nothing seemed to go his 
way 

In the fifth set he was playing well 
and serving foi 2 2 when McEiiioe 
started an argument with the referee 


and hit the CBS microphone with his 
racket in anger The strings broke and 
play was held up It certainly dis¬ 
tracted Gerulaitis, who lost the game, 
but at 4-2 he had two break points 
against McEnroe However, after a 
couple of deuces more, the defending 
champion made it .‘>-2 tor himself and 
wrapped up the match 

HE biggest scare for John McEnroe 
came from Ramesh Kiishnan m the 
quarter-final McEnroe lost the first 
set on a double fault In the second set, 
McEnroe broke Ramesh’s first seivice 
game and led 3-0, but the woi Id no 101 
fought back even as he trailed 1-4 and 
broke the champ in the seventh game 
to level at 4-4, giving away only two 
points in the process The set went to 
the tiebreaker and at 4-4 McEnioe 
came alive to .score three points to 
even out 

McEnroe broke in the tuiuh game of 


Chris LInyd punchet a backhand 



t^e third set and the fifth and seventh 
games of the fourth to progress into 
the next round. “You should never 
take anyone lightly,” McEnroe said 
later. “But 1 did a little today.” 
Ramesh felt that he had his best 
chance as he served for the second set 
at 5-4, but at 30-30 he mishit a drop 
shot by a couple of inches into the net 
and that was it 

McEnroe yelled and sci earned 
throughout the match “He is serving 
at ten miles per hour," he moaned. 
“Come on”, he yelled at Ramesh 
“Shucks, you break my legs,” he 
groaned at another moment He 
turned to one of the Indian fans and 
screamed, “Shut up or I’ll stuff the 
ball down your throat ” That was the 
only unpleasant episode of the whole 
match “He played his game and I did 
not play mine,” McEnroe admitted 
later “He only serves at 10 miles an 
hour," he added “He would just get 
his first serve in and then go for a 
winner ” 

It was an unusual brand of tennis on 
the fast Deco-turf Ramesh played a 
solid baseline game, foicing McEnroe 
into long I allies with soft bulls The 
ciowd enjoyed every minute ol McFn- 
loe’s misery and rooted loi Ramesh It 
IS no exaggeidtion to sav that until 
McEnroe bioke him at 4 4 .ind 40 0. in 
the thud set. he called the shors 
against the no 1 pl.ivei in the wmld 
With a little mine luck, Ramesh Kiish 
nan could have pulled oil the greatest 
upset ot the decade 

I’hete were 128 tiieo .ind 12^ women 
in this tournament Some ot them 
disappointed the Ians Ivan Lendl, 
Jose Luis Cletc, Hand Mancllikova and 
Andiea Jaeger vvetc- the most out 
standing losers Hnu.i liad protested 
hei no 5 seeding, which was done 
strictly on the basis of the computet 
tanking When Wiinbledoii seeded hei 
no 2. distegaidmg the Lompiitei tank 
ing, she had been the ceniie ol 
atuiilier conttoveisv Biiice Maiison 
and Ramc'sh Kiishnaii inovided 
pleasant suipuses Andies Cioiiie? and 
Juan Nuner too piovideil some thiills, 
but most of the improved plavets .uid 
tiesh talents came tioiii the women's 
section Bdibara Pottei has eineiged 
as the most iinpioved jilaver ot the 
yeai at age 14 Andiea I,eand, Baib.iia 
(.eiken and Kathy Horvath have 
already lined up as ihe second geiieiu- 
tion Young Kathy Rinaldi showed hei 
skills in the doubles and mixed dou¬ 
bles, as also up and-coming 19-year old 
Bettina Bunge 

When Andrea Jaeger recovers from 
her shouldei m|uiy, the women’s cir¬ 
cuit IS going to light up It was dull 
tennis till the semi-tinals in the 
women's set tioii, hut from then on it 
was elecirilying Only Victor Pecci, 
“BKi^ei” raioc/y, Gianni Ocleppo and 
Eddie Dibhs were missing Horn the top 
men pi us Billie Jean King and Evonne 
Guolag'ing weie certainly missed in 
the women’s division 

They vvill all be back next year John 
Mtfcnioe says he will be too So will 
the house-full crowds at Flushing 
Meadows Mavbe Bjorn Borg too 



18 







U. S. Open daily diary 


GEORGE K. GEORGE 

Day 1 

T he fiisi (lav <)t Septembci The 
(tpeiiint; match in the stadium ts 54 
numitos late due to ram The first 
game leatuies Chi is Evert Lloyd’s hus¬ 
band John and her foimet fiance, the 
first meeting between the two men 
since ('hiIS broke u{) with Connors 
Ranked only 227tfi in the world, John 
Llovd IS a Wild card entry to the 
toLiinametit Chi is watches fiom a seat 
high in the stands as Connors races to 
a 6-0, 6-0. 6-2 win 
John McEnroe has to sweat for four 
hours and .14 minutes against the 
world’s no 191, Juan Nunez of Chile 
1 he defending champion loses the fast 
set III a tie-bieaker 6-8 The 6'2" 180 
pound Chilean has all the crowd sup¬ 
port possible McEiiioe earns two 
ysarnings, one toi delaviiig tactics and 
the 'irhei lor bad coiulud 
blaii .Smith, the toiinet champion, 
st.ie,-. .1 classic come troin behind vmii 
. diet trailing bv two sets and three 
match points ag.nnst |ohti Sadii foi a 
,5 7, t)-7 (2 71, 7 1) 4 7 (i (7 5 1 lesull 

The mauh winch begins at 1 20 pm, 
eiicic at S 10 with two laiii delays in 
between It is ceitainlv llie best match 
of the clay te.iiiiniig some cusp and 
tenacious tennis I 


Elliot Teltscher disposes of Victor I 
Amaya and Biian Teachei (the eighth 
seed) knocks out Bill Scanlon The 
only upset in the nien’.s section is 
caused by Kevin Cuiren who edges out 
Wojtek Fibak (14) in straight set.s 
Ramesh Krishnan scoies a convincing 
win over Per Hjertiiuist of Sweden, 
who manages only five games against 
the young Indian stai 
Theie are some surprises in the 
women’s section. Anne Smith removes 
Dianne Fromholtz (16) and Rosie Cas¬ 
als surprises Regina Marsikova of 
Czechoslovakia in straight sets Hana 
Mandlikova survives a shaky round 
against lormer Wimhledoii junioi 
< hampion Mary L(>u I’latck Mary Lou 
wins the first set on a tie bieakcr and 
serves with inarch point tn the second, ^ 
but Hana saves three match points to > 
level the score She is down by two ' 
games in the thud set befoie rallying 
to W.ll f)-.1 

Day 2 

T his day Bjoin Borg makes an 
appearance on a tennis com t after 
seven Weeks of seclusion His innocent 
lUTirn IS Maicus Cunthardt of Switzer- 
l.irid Borg blesses him with two games 
III each of the first two sets and then 


.!> sr I' aasi J/i.i i Ptiiid Cdder 



siveeps the third. 

The other leading men, Vilas, 
Mayer, Gerulaitis and unseeded Mel 
Purcell march ahead. Purcell’s en¬ 
counter with Hie Nastase provides 
comic relief in an otherwise dull day of 
tennis Nastase amazes everyone with 
some superb tennis He takes the first, 
loses the next two, but takes the 
fourth He gives the ballboys a helping 
hand and does an acrobatics number 
on the net There are still flashes of his 
brilliance in evidence The desire to 
wm, howevei, is missing By the fifth 
set he runs out of gas and Purcell takes 
it 6-3 

Chris Evert, Atidrea Jaeger and 
Martina Navratilova have easy victor¬ 
ies over their unknown rivals Their 
opponents collect a total of only four 
games Martina looks convincing and 
formidable in her 45-minute sweep of 
Australia’s Nerida Gtegory Andrea 
shows no signs oh foiced her out of the 
Canadian (>pen a few days previously 

Theie is one notable upset Four¬ 
teen-year-old Kathv Rinaldi, the 
youngest pto, who cieated a sensation 
at the French Open, is beaten by 
16-year old Kathy Horvath 7-5,3-6, 7-5 
The pressuie on the youngei girl 
piove.s too great The media has built 
her up as a superstai, failing to realise 
that she is not yet one 

Day 3 

T he battle between John McEnroe 
and (he shotgun nininphones of 
the CBS television network continues 
Is It that Tom Cullikson bungs out the 
worst It' McEnroe-' li was Juriiig his 
ntati h against Gollikson at Wimfiledori 
that \IcF,n:oe biokc his lacket and 
abused the teleree 

McFnioe lornes to the loiiii unis 
three houis after the Men’s Inictiia 
rional Piofessional Tennis Couni il s 
annoiiiicenient lega'ding a tf-t-il of 
S72.')') in fines tor his VVitiibledon be 
hcivioiit .\hfnroe piof/.ibh takes it 
out on (lullikson, humiliating him 'n 
stiaight sets 

Iv.ip Lendl of C/eehoslovakia, 3'aii 
nick Noah of France and Johan Kriek 
of S'lUth Airua are> the nthei se* ds t-e 
move along The upset of the day i'- the 
lout set dr leal sutfeud bv inoniisinf; 
Briar Teachei ai llie hands il Ma'tv 
Davis of California no 127 ni the 
W’oild I. Hikings 

The- sutpiise of the dav comes fiom 
Ramesh Krishnan, who knocks out 
Stan Smith in stiaight sets Years ago 
his tatfiei Ramanailiari Krisbnai. had 
done the same to Smith when he was 
17 Now at 34, he has no answer to the 
angled passing shots and clever 
change of pace generated by 'nis 20- 
yea] old apponerit 

Day 4 

A DAY <»f many familiar fates with 
bioad smiles The winners include 
Burg, Vilas, Knek, Purcell. Noah, 
Panatta, Clerr. Gene Mayer, Solomon 
Peter McNamara, Tanner, Connors, 
Teltscher and Vijay Aniritraj Vilas 
accounts foi Ramirez, Teltscher pre- 


vails over Tracy’s brother John Austin 
and Vijay beats Giles Moretton of 
France. McNamara’s victim us McEn¬ 
roe’s doubles partner Peter Fleming. 
The victory of Andres Gome? of 
Ecuador over New Zealand’s promts 
ing Chris Lewis is also notewortliv 
Jose Luis Clert almost loses to I'lm 
Wilkison 111 a 4-hour, 20-minuif live 
setter. 

But the teal shoi.k of the das clu 
defeat of No 2 seed Andiea i.i..-Kct 
who IS removed bv Andrea Lc a 
17-yeai old amateur hum Balt.inoie 
and a wild card entry to the touina 
ment A couple of disputed calL dus 
rupt her concentration and the shoul 
der injury suffered at Toiunrn >c<ems 
too much for Jaeger 

The othei upset of the dj\ is the 
three-sei loss ol tenth .seeded Mima 
Jausovec ol Yugoslavia, to Kathj Hor 
vath and of Sue Barkei ilSth seed) to 
Sharon Walsh But the laravan that 
moves on iniludes Tracy Austin, Hana 
Mandlikosa. ('Inis FviTt Lloyd, Maiti 
na Niiviatilovd, Pam Shrivor, Kathy 
Jordan, Vitgiiua Ruzui, Wendy luin 
bull and Sylv la Haiiika 

Day 5 

T rouble Jnse Luis Cleic is sche 
duled to play the tough young man 
from Kentucky, Mel Purcell The 
match is slated for 11 am Llert pro¬ 
tests against ihe schedule, saying that 
he needs some test But the tourna¬ 
ment committee refuses to postpone 
the match Cletc eveiUL'dIly plays in 
the morning, the result being f>-3, 0-6, 
0-6, 6-4, 6-3 in his favour Put cell leads 
4-3 in the fouith .set with a break point 
in hand, hut the "rookie ol the year" 
on the pro tour of 1980 lets Cleit off 
the hook and si|uandcis the chance of 
making the last 16 ot the national 
tournament 

John McKnioe beats Pat Dupie in 
straight sets befoie blasting the CBS 
reporter at the post-match interview 
The prosotation comes fiom the lepor- 
ter wlio questions him about the con- 
tioversy ovci the shotgun mic- 
'■ rophones at the net McFiiioe declares 
that he will nevci giant anoihei inter¬ 
view to the reporter invoiced 
Thcic rire a tew up»ets Unseeded 
I Biute Manson of 'lexas eliminaies Pe¬ 
ter McNamaia, seed No 11, in a tour- 
settei I>iik Hee Lee of Koiea beats 
ninth seeded Viiginia Kuziit and 
Gerulaitis disposes ot Harold Solomon 
Meanwhile, lean 1 endl and One 
Mayei are among ihe oihei well 
known winnets of this lust Satuiday of 
September 

Fiom India's point ol view, Ramesh 
Ktishiian's win ovei Marts- Davis ot 
California is impiessive The tinal 
score reads 6 2, 7 6, 6 7, b-4 The third 
round win bv Ramesh gis-es India two 
berths in the loiiith loiind, ceiiainly 
an impicssive posiiion, c-onsideiing 
the opposition in this tournamenc 

Day 6 

The mosi c-xciting matili ot the 
tournament lasts tom houis and 23 


minutes On one side ot the net is 
29-year-old Jimmy Connors, on the 
other a 20-yeai old Ecuadorean, 
Andres Gome? The forinei champion 
comes veiy close to <i scorching 
Gamer, No 50 in the All’ lankings, is 
basically a i lay couit plavei The final 
scoie is 6 7 t7 4). (' 3, 6 1, 4 6 .'-ii i7 5) 

No 189 Mike Cahill eliminates 
Johan Knek the No 12 seed, in loin 
sets Giiillermo Vilas ,ilso sioies a 
foui-st-l win ovei Adiiaim I’anatta ot 
Italy Rosioe Tanner detc-ars Chi is 
Mayotte and Biian ('.ottliiod sends 
home Chi US's vounget bi other T nn 
Borg has aruithei easv wn, ihis time 
over Aiistidlia's David Caitei 

Vijay Amritiaj us knocked out of the 
tournament bv Elliot Teltschei ot 
Sebiing. Fluiida The No .S seed does 
not meet miuh resistance fiom the 
Indian champion and legistei s an easy 
(i-2. 6 4, 6 0 win 

There is an upset in the women’.s 
competition Barbara (ieikin, the un 
seeded i7-yeai old liom California de 
feats Wenciv Turnbull ot Australia 7 5. 
6-3 Andiea I.eand, who knocked out 
Andie.i Jaeger, proceeds to the last 
sixteen by beating Julie Haiiington 
Rosemary Casals loins hei. earning 
the right to meet Tracy Austin in the 
pre-quarter finals 

Day 7 

The star of the day is imdoubiedly 
local boy V'ltas Gerulaitis. He roils foi 
3 hours and 27 minutes to lemove Ivan 
Lendl who had eained the third seed¬ 


ing ahead of Jimmy Connois 

But the leal shocker lamt later 
Unseeded Bruce Manson ot fort 
Woifh, lexas, gioiinds Jose Luis Cletc 
of Aigentina Clc-tc, who ii-igiied snp- 
lemc- tins summer, luns oal ot ga.s 
allei tile two long duels he had louglit 
c'-arliei The score is an itiiieclible 6 3, 
7 C, 6 .3 

I’am Sliiivei, the No 8 seed is 
hutnilidied bv ii)>-antl coining Anne 
Sinuh ID sti.iiglii sets Not too mans 
jx'ojilc aie soiiv foi I’.iin wlio receiiilv 
cuMicd .1 sensation 1»\ slioweiing pro 
t.inities on I'lacv Austin aitoi her loss 
in ihe Canadian 0|)eii 

Ihe othei surpiisc- ol the day is 
piovided t>> In.lid's veiv own Ramesh 
Kiishnan In a late evening match 
Ramesh loses the tiisl two sets against 
(Teiie Mavei 4 6, 1 b and then takes the 
next twti at 7 0 and 7 5 At this point 
Mavei letnes due to ciainps, depnv 
ing Ramesh ot the complete thiill of 
an upset Still, u is a gieat achieve¬ 
ment to move into the quaite' tmals of 
the US Op<'ii, lic-ating the -No 7 seed 

I'tacy Austin, .Svlvia Itanika, Marti 
na Navratilova, Chi is Even {doyd, 
Hana Mandlikoia. Baihaia Geil in and 
Rdi bara 1‘otiei man h into the quartet 
finals Tiaiv beats veteiaii Rosie Cas¬ 
als who had claimed that she was 
undergoing a reincarnation at 33 Bat 
baia I’oitei puts an end to Andrea 
Leand's winning streak after a close 
match Bettina Bunge, the No 12 .seed, 
plays well initially against Chns Evert, 
bur g*- idually fades out a.s the leigning 
champion takes tull control 





The leading stars at 
Flushing Meadows 
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C iiX iton, tO} ■ /rff / /^ i* i* * ^ M. L nrne put o 7 «*n 

jrf fiif tht^‘ henrtit iV tftr ^.nrritfru’uon //»r’v '■hi n/ied I^^Pir titiphips fci 
the mrn'i >^ub>fs With lhi'> \fich*‘y ''uu vjhhod up j Jautyfp in *^ie 
trjditionothf*^\A/iitihiP<itvi\n.'toru'sr,i huf lUf s'>ur ’ Vnijiniti Wjde *itrpk hes 
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4 Gene Mdvvr who ^.onct•ded h»s m-itm .hjuinst RuniP*fh Kn^hndn iftvr the 
fnduifi htid fought uim point tor point CuiiHermt' v^//d« the PO<?f ot the 
Pumpd^ PowtHi out Orirty 6 Jitnrr)\ Cooi'or. filoyea in*yp>ieii tonni^i d'i u^uol 
but lost to Borg in the semis , Chns I inyi^ wds upset hy Nnyrjti/oyn fl A 
tense munienf du/ing the Borg-7jnnef e/hcuntei 


* ^ ^ ^ l■■l * 


ji' 


OT?! 




Kvitwjpff,-. v-Xtsk 

»» ♦ if- >>* »» !» :>■ .'C; »■ it4 

■ ■ ^ ■ *. #-«!, » X)ii. ly.tj-.fl J 
















Day 8 

T fir. nulliDH ddilitr question of the 
driv levohes aioiind Hand Mandli 
kova’s aljilify to beat Chris F-veit 
(do>d A iiunibei of people have their 
nioriev on the voung Czech, but it is 
not to be She is looied in straight sets 
6-1. 6.1 This w.is F.vert’s eleventh 
consemiin entry into the semifinals 
ot the I'S Open 

B|otn Borg, who had liounced Van 
nick Noiih of I'lance last vear in the 
tourth lound, beats him in a five 
seltei Noah lakes the fust set on a 
tie-bie.ikei <ind jrlavs a faiilv good 
in.Mch though he (aniiot couniei Borg 
Rosto" I.iiinei and (luilleinio Vilas 
tieale alb Open lecoid loi the 
longest He Ineakei in tlieii tourth set, 
stteuhing U to I'lll laimer. one ol 
'he ni.ist p.nseifni seneisof the game, 
pit Ills .igaiiisi I lie Aigenliiiean poet 
.limnis Connors h.is no iiroblem in 
t’lVing .1 lesson lo Mike ( .thill in 
sttaigin St ts 

Day 9 


West Germans Barbara Potter stores 
a straight-set vutorv oiei another su 
perb youngster, Barham (^erken John 
Newcombe and Fred Stolle move to 
the semi finals of the men's doubles 
through a five-set battle again.st Mike 
Cahill and Tom Gullikson 

Day 10 


B jorn BOKG is nushed to a tie- 
bieaket in the thud set against 
Tannei after losing the second Rut 
Roscoe lanner's bullet serves do not 
deiei the Swede liom making a setni- 
lirial date with .Iirnmv Ctmnois The 
Idtiet takes a straight sets wnii against 
Fllioi Teltscher. but ihe .second set 
takes 4^ minutes, with the fust game 
going to l.'r miiiutfs with eight deuces 

Tht thiiller ot the d.iy comes trom 
two “old men” lioni Austtaha, Jotin 
N'fwcomlre (i7) and I'led Stolle (42 1 j 
who shake up Wimliledori champioii'. 
John McCnroe and I’e'ei Fleming in a 
2 6, 2 (>, r'i i7 2i, ()-' (^7) encounter 
which lasts thiee houis and 18 tni | 


This morning Heinz Gunihardi of 
Switzerland wakes up with a se\cre 
attack ol flu He cannot leani up with 
Peter McNamara foi the men's dou¬ 
bles linals McKnroe and Fleming win 
bv delault Kathy Jordan and Anne 
Smith take then sweet leienge 
against Martina by disposing ot her 
and her partnei Pam Sliiiver 

Day 12 

T HK women’s final tinns mu to be a 
one-sided altair as Maitinu Navia- 
tiloia whips Tiaev Austin 6-1 in the 
fust set But the tide changes and 
Iiaty lakes the next two sets im iie- 
I'leakeis to regain her title 
Vitas Gerulailis is certainly unhicky 
lo lo>e to John Mi F.riioe altei winning 
the fust set Jinimy Connois plays 
supeilatixe tennis once again, but ev¬ 
erything goes light toi Bjoiti Boig 
Martina Navi jiilova and Pam Siiriv- 
or aie stunned in the women s doubles 
si'ini-iiiiaK by Rosemaiv Cassals and 
Wciidv Tuiiibull Zina Gariison ot 
Texas pievjils ovei Kate Gompert in 
the Hill oi gill’s tinal 


Mil NR()t IS 1 ,login ,1 tew 
's in hiiini'if. .,nd lhe aii ol 
I 'eiin'. (w .■ lOiiiig man timii 
'■ oiii sli Ktishn.m shoiks ihe 
!i .I'.e • Ml) Ol Ol and tn wit 

. p.i.ii ' 'th > sii]i'.'i li ills]'! i\ 


nutc", Then tollows the fiit’iiiest post- 
nidrihPres' conlcienci one iould evei 
hope to atleiid 


Day 11 


, p.i.ii " •••'th > siiiiei li ills]'! i\ I 'T^Ht biggesi ups-i of the 1981 l!S 
, 'll!!' lot (till I lioiii - <iiiii 27 ! J. Open takes jiljce .is Chiis l-Aert 
. loll l".'iit; 1/1 loin sets | l.loyd is shocked bv MaiInia Navratilo 

] vd in thice seti ( tins who was ex 
i' '111 I’.'. ]>itiwLi Cl..Ill I [leiTid to lenili ih- final .ind plav 

I ’.’.1 '-. 1,1 It! iiiKi'li' i lout I .liistiri lor llie title, goes out as the 

|i. 1 ,,' h'l 1 !i.i''di I Is loo iiowd looks on in stuimi'il silence 

li .11 't.'i . ! ,' <mii Kaibara 1‘ortei ha-, tew answi i . to 

' - ,i\i 1 , 1 'O'. I'l ilie pn//les offeied Iw liics '\iistin 

\ ■ I. II II i.i.n I'ei , fidiv iff- hei ll.ive loui Kaii’es as a 

1 ' I , 1.1 .,il Ml' ' 1 .) I ''.ist , mi memo ot liei litsi eim I S Opi n 

1 li w I id il : ' 1' 1 • 11.11,'i I 111 ' st'il'i 


Day 13 

A Rl.I-’l.AI' of Wimbledon 1981 
and the CS Open 1980 The only 
difference is Boig's inability to force 
the pace Mclcnioe scores a liaitriik 
with his thud successive win heie 
Anne Snnth and Kathi Joidan scene 
a str.light sets \icloiv ovei leteiars 
Rosit t.assals and Wends Tianbull 
Anne Smith also teams up with Kevin 
Cun ell ot South Afina to win the 
Tstised doubles agairisl Joanne Ru-.sell 
and Steve Denton 

Thomas Hoegstedt i ' Sweil'Mi beats 
fl.iiis Schwaler ol W ' Genitatiy to 
ilaiin the lunior bo’ s I'lh 


Czechoslovakia’s pride 

AUSHIM KHETRAPAL and SARAJIT DEB 
profile Ivan Lendl 

CCT HAVE always wanted to reach I birth of a new generation 
Xthe top Hovering around midway European superstars Lendl 


Xthe top Hovering around midway 
serves no real purpose and anyway it 
would irritate me". So said Ivan Lendl 
He has certainly been working to¬ 
wards his ambition of reaching the top 
No other man—or woman—on the pro 
fessional tennis circuit plays as many 
tournaments as this Czech star Tennis 
IS his life, his everything It dominates 
his every movement The quest for 
perfection goes on regardless 
The year 1981 has not been a very 
good one for Lendl De.spite successes 
on the lesser tournaments on the pro 
cii cult, he has come off second best in 
the three Grand Slam constituents 
played so fai His loss to Boig in the 
final of the Fieiich Open was followed 
by his first round upset at Wimbledon 
at the hands of unknown Chat lie Fan- 
cutt and finally his hopes in the US 
Open v\eic shattered by fifteenth seed 
Vitas Geiulaitis * 

Not situe JaiiiSlav Urobny has 
Czechoslovakia pioduced a male ten¬ 
nis srat Ilf similar standing Navratilo 
vd bi ought her country glory but she 
chose to dete(.t .ind the airival on the 
SI cue of Hana Mandlikdva and Ivan 
I.ondl IS surely the first step in the 


birth of a new generation of East 
European superstars Lendl ted his 
country to a first-ever Davis Cup vic¬ 
tory last year but even in this sphere, 
there was only disappointment this 
year as Czechoslovakia bowed out to 
one of the stiongest US teams in 
recent history, despite Lendl’.s victory 
ovei Wimbledon champion John 
McEnroe 

Lendl was born into a family of 
tennis lovers His mother Olga was 
once ranked third among the country’s 
women tennis players His father, a 
lawyer by profession, is also a keen 
tennis player Thus it was not sui pris¬ 
ing that Ivan was first introduced to 
the game when other children are 
learning to cope with numbers and the 
alphabet. At the age of four. Lendl 
junior Icaint to swing a racket Paiti- 
cipation in touiiianieiits began when 
he was eight and he began bringing 
titles home within a year 

He did not have to wan for long 
before he achieved his •imbilion of 
winning the Orange Howl In 1978 he 
ousted favourite and top seed Yannick 
Noah of ihe Fieiich Canieioons, earn 
iiig the distinction of the world's top- 
ranked iuiiiur tennis plaver “How 





exuberant I was. The world number 
one junior at seventeen " Determined 
and fiercely ambitious, Lendl made it 
to the top twenty on the ATP computer 
the following year He had not reached 
a single final, but he took home 
$77,401 all the same His ferocious 
forehand and his tigerish spirit on the 
court drew praise from even the most 
hard-boiled critic As bis list of scalps 
grew more impressive so his fame 
spread Lendl became known as a 
“dangerous floater" and his perform¬ 
ance in 1980 held great hope Yet he 
was modest about his achievements. 
“I’ve never leally watched my foie 
hand Fveryone savs it is good, but it 
all comes naturally to me. It's an 
aggressive shot but I believe in the 
credo that aggiession is what the game 
IS all about " 

O STRAVA, 170 miles east ot Pra 
gue, has as its duet claim to fame 
the fact that it is an iip-aiid-coming 
indusiiial city Now. luivveicr, it can 
add to that the fact that it is the 
biithplace of Ivan Lendl The iVedi 
number one leaiiit the game theie and 
his parents, who encouiaged hmi ev 
ery inch of the was, made no .illo- 
wancestor his behac tout neveithc-less 
Outbuists on the limit wtoe Irnwiied 
upon and often ptiuished seveiely as 
his parents helped mould the voiuig 
lad into a fiituie champion who would 
be able to contr')l his tempei on loiin 
Lendl may no: exat tlv he a paiagoii of 
virtue, but lie is ceti.iiiilv an impiove 
ment on players like Md.iiioe and 
Buehniiig 

About a year ago spoif wiileis pie 
dieted that Lend! would seon m.ike the 
world's top ten giaih Theu when 
Btorn Rt'rg was aski J I. o : iii the yis-u 
to name il,e most piun'''-ini. i liiwi on 
the ciivu.t. he n inn •! lloee 'U 'luii 
VOUIlgsti‘i h>,t 'I'U'h't Oil! 1,1 !i 0 tor 
spec 1 il pi iis( 

I.eiicll woiked !'.,’l.l il. in.ike hugs 
assessment come ituc In iti» set-.n 1 
ii.dl 111 •‘•HO. Ill tinalK m.sde tin lop 
it'n ct.ide oil tin \ 11’ h t .tnd In 
Dei enil't 1 he w.o at ih*. ii iiuiii i 'n 
spot The l.eudl s.'i. es sMtv n ili\ 
began in l‘)7S vsh.'ii l.» v on sini.il 
l.iurels on ihe iiit.'i national lUa'oi i n 
cult At tel a st'ing ot since s .f. In ws.s 
Itii.illv iiu hided ill ilK ( '/edi u.ilii.iial 
*i*ain to play Bntaiii in a i>a\i> t u)> 
match Leiuil In a Ins U" hot .aine iii 
lot [ilentv of pi.ii'i til'.i-iiicTess 

Bo: rheic was j no; dili l)j\i, t up 
sui., css in ihc olfiiig lor I < ndl 
C'/i’diosh'va!>ia had i> .iclied iheit fii^i 
final in 197'i ‘sheo iliey lost 2 1 to 
Sweden. I.iit in U'Sli Lendl am! Sniid 
made in inisfaki in disposing of the 
Italians. I tiid! winning both nis sing 
les games .Is Well .IS the d.mhles in 
pai'iiKiship with snini ladni thev 
had caused .c stiisation tu heating 
Aigentiiii. in the sein' finals an nno 
pecK (1 ill litrv. to sa\ the least Lendl 
had set the hall i.dling heating (lull 
lei mo Vilas 7 "i, H (>, 9 7 Then lie and 
Smid l.i-at Vilas ind Cleii and finallv 
Lendl beat lien tn lonnd ult an 
inciedibh' iiclotv 

Tiiill tin'll, a new siipeistar had 
aimed 








Profile 


Homesick soccer star 

SARAJIT DEB profiles C. D. Francis 


(C T r ua<> d had mistake on my pait 1 
Xu'dll^ feel soils that I lelt the 
Asiad loathing camp durinf; that con 
tioveisial period Pei haps, if I had 
remained, 1 would have been in the 
Indian team that has (>one to Merdeka 
It was a siiiftle mistake which could 
chantje the course of niv caieut in 
mans isavs,” said C D h'lancis fiom 
the wav he spoke, it st'emi'd ht was 
le.ills sons' lot the mistake and has 
still not loiKiveii himself 

Challesseis V'allappila Devassv 
Francis poptilails known as |ust “CD” 
was imolved m a gteat deal of ton 
tioctiss esen lieloie he started plav 
intt in (.alciitta lot Ins ijew club, hast 
Keiiu.il .luduinubs his peiloiniance at 
the 1 1 st Nationals foi Keiala and othei 
loiiinametils lor I'lemiei I'yies, he was 
selected lot the first phase ot th«‘ 
Asiad coat Ill'll’ cani() at .Salt Lake 
Siidcleiils the loothail li .tti inits of the 
coimtis was locked sshen 21 inohables 
lelt the camp of iheir own volition 
Ninleen ol them weie fiom BeilUal, t D 
heiiin one 111 the two “oulsuleps ' 'I he 
otliei wti' t.iieed and both ot them 
were iatei to |oiii hast Ueimal 

"In svheii Xaciei I’ltis (Moh'iii 

B.inaiii Pieiiinalli I’hilip, Vld Nap eb 
.inci Itiii.ikai i.dl III Mohiimitiedan 
S|ioiliin’' lell Premiei Isres, 1 was 
.ilso eiseri an oltei lo loin the black 
and whiles Bin there wetc taiiiils 
pic'blenis atid so I could not make it 
that siMi rills seal while I seas at the 
,Salt L.iki', 1 dsl Beuital ollicials 
I appio.ichcd me vsiih an ollei to |oin 
them Pieninaih eiitotn aBetl me and it 
was ni.iiiils because of him that 1 
decided to |oin L.ist Kendal So I left 
the camp betause I scanted to plav tii 
C'akiitl.i,” I'l) lecounted 

Soon afic I th.it he w.is nicolsed in a 
niaioi lonliincTss lie cv.is suspended 
bs Ills ihe I home Stale' iKei.ilai asso 
nation foi IcMcinn the camp csititoiit 
then pet mission 1 oliovsiiift a [ilea bs 
his new club to the all India bods and 
the Keiala I ootbail Association, theie 
ssas still some doubt about his eliuihil 
ns to iilas lot Last Ren^'al Thete was a 
difletcMice ol opinion among the piesi 
dent and the secte’atv of the KFA one 
agieeiiig to allosc him to plas, the 
othc'i seeing no leason whv he should 
he ailossed But all that w.is suited out 
and I' D Ft aiicis srni ted appeal ing foi 
hts side fiisr III the Staffoid Cup at 
i Bangaloie, ihe hedeiation Cup at Mad¬ 
ias and tniallv in the Calcutta League 
“It was a completelv ness expeiience 
for me hete at Calcutta In Keiala, the 
altitude IS much losvei, so I had some 
initial bieathiiig trouble But svith the 
passage cif lime. I’ve got used to it 
Food was another problem which 1 
overcame in time But the most impor¬ 


tant thing was the hcliavtoiii ot the 
ciowd I had some knowledge ol it 
sshen 1 look part in tlw lb77 Nationals 
here in C’alculta, bui 1 soon came to 
know them bettei 1 lies' .ne an ab.su 
lutels etd/y lot Football is evervthijig 
felt them They aie readv to neat you 
like a heio il sou play well but you 
must be piepared ten aiivihing if scni 
do not peiform atcoidiiig to expecta 
tioiis " 

C I) I r.iiKis had c|uile a good stall 
to this season with his ness < liib Fust 
he helped them lo linish |omi-wirinei s 
ssilh Mohammedan Spoiling in ilie 
Slattuid Cup. and th'iugh rlie team 
taied badly in the 1 edeiation C 4 p, 
losing to both Mohammedan Sporting 
and Mohun Bagan. CD peiiorined 
cpiite wc'll and was a lotistant dangei 
to hts opponents’ delence with hts 
speed In the Calcutta I eague he also 
si.iited ssell and ssas the hist plaver to 
icgisti'i .1 hat luck in iln league this 
season “I naiinalls fell Itapps attei I 
got till h.il tuck But I must give cteclii 
to all olhel plaveis in llu' te.ini —they 
helped me to at hies it,” he said with 
a smile 



Altogether, it was not a bad League, 
peisoiiallv, foi C D Fiancis “I do not 
think 1 made a niisiake by coming to 
play in Calcutta Fm satisfied with my 
peifflimance I think I have played 
beitei this yeai than 1 normally do 
Theie is a diffeieni approach to the 
game here, it is more serums, the 
tension is greatei and here the stress 
IS on individual displays ” 

T HF last among nine brotheis and 
sistets, C'D was born on Maich 28. 
19'c5 at 'Irichur, Keiala His has been a 
football famiK. his lather having play¬ 
ed ioutball during his time and his 
eldei hi othei having represented 
Madias Uiiiveisity He himself re¬ 
ceived all the encouragement needed. 
He slatted playing tiom a very tendei 
age and cuntiniu-d doing so when he 
iirst loinc'cl St Thomas and then 
switched over to St Alovsuis schools, 
both at 'I IK hut He represented his 
school in the inlet school touinaments 
and thoti went on to lepieserit Kerala 
in the itinior Nationals He was the 
vi< c‘-( aptain ol the leaiii in 1‘'72 when 
the championships w.is held at Kiish- 
nanagai and which ihey won The 
same veai also '.avv his entiy into Inst 
division soLct'i 111 Keral.i lot Feriilisd- 
tion and Che mic.tls, Inavancoie 
(F'SAS'F) He was w.th ttic'in loi two 
ve.tis bc'lore loninig Fieiniei Tvres In 
1‘J7-1. he was also the capiain ol the 
linnoi State team 
l-r.tncis made his entiv into the 
natio'iai scc'iie duiing the Faina 
Nationals in l‘J"h He was i tegular in 
tile Keiala team till the last Nationals 
“The Calcutta Nationals w.is ihe best, 
fspecidlU the semi tiiials agairsi Pun 
lab I hough wc lost, it was a menioi 
■ihle match, an eiKouiitei that I’ll 
icmember loi a long time “ Ci) lecol- 
Ic't ted Though 1 lancis has been called 
loi [he Indian selection Camps, he has 
nevei made it to the actual leant 
“Ih.it IS m\ pieseiil goal-- 1 einesi'iit 
ing liuli.i,' Iiancis added thoughi- 
tulK 

Mamed with one danghtei, CD 
admits that sometimes he feels lonely 
ami longs lo go b.ick home I’vf nevei 
heeii.iwav tiorii home toi so long Still, 

I want to plav in Laicntta lot some 
time, hill 1 will iieM'i settle^ here 
peinianentK We have a business in 
Keiala and oiilv ‘iiie biolhei is looking 
attei that I w.nit to go back atiei m\ 
playing cUvs and hedp him. 

liami. IS emploveci vsith Bengal 
Immuiiilv, Inn it is a tai ctv fiom the 
lob he liad .11 Pieniiei lyies as 1 .ictoiy 
.\ssistaiit "Ihc'v gave me a lot of 
c iicoiii.igenieiii hut the Keiala Foot 
hall Assoc i.iiioti haidls gave me anv 
lai limes loi rile si-rvne 1 tendered 
ovei the last ttvc six yeais ” 

CD IS sei ions .ihmit his pi acme and 
aitciicls sessions regulaiK “I iilc'ss 
von do that, how can vou [il iv wc-H''” 
\ Mtei the |)i.ictiie sessions he goes to 
Ins oltice a'ld itoin thete to the mess to 
lest Doling he. tiee time, this speedv 
.mil Thiiisifiil stiikci, who can also 
plav eipiallv well on the wings, reads 
novels sports maga/nies and some 
times goes out to see movies 



A friend in need is a friend indeed. 


Service. 
That’s what 
makes us No. 


Exide the best seller is backed by a 
countrywide service network of over 
1400 loyal dealers This, with 60 years 
and moie of experience and the latest 
Chloride technology make Exide the 
No 1 battery 


Still keeps going 

[THE BEST seller] when the rest have stopped. 


































Don’t underestimate the Gnome 


TONY LEWIS assesses Keith Fletcher 


A lthough bom in Worcester, 37 
years ago, Keith Fletcher has the 
slow, drawling good sense and humour 
of the East An^ian He is known from 
Royston Golf Club to Buthns at Clac¬ 
ton as “Ole Fletch”, very much the son 
of the soil, gun crooked under his arm, 
the gardener, the fisherman, the lover 
of nature. Cricketers call him 
“Gnome”. 

He walks to the wicket quite 
famously, and most deceptively, as the 
small boy called to the fiont of the 
class, meandering a little because he 
only looks at tne ground At the 
crease, his stance is earnest He leans 
strongly on the bat His defence embo¬ 
dies all the insurances—front pad 
thrust alongside the bat which is steep¬ 
ly sloped The back foot shuffles across 
behind .the forward defensive push to 
form the second barrier 
Where, in all this shyness and the 
caution, lies the ego to score over 50 
first class centuries, seven in Tests’ Is 
it quite a different Fletcher who 
cracks the hall through extra-cover off 
the back toot, sweeps the spinners 
fiom the outside off slump and gathers 
his runs with patient greed’ He has 
novel been short of a stroke, but he 
lets oui the ric hes slowly, with chance 
eliminated, picfernng to spread them 
ovei ,1 long inning.s- no dazzling 
cameos fur him, rather the longest 
possible string ol matching pearls. 

His talents might have declined as 
most do in the shadow of the fortieth 
year He has not quite been the 
‘Fletch’ ot old since the terror tour of 
A.istialia in 1974, but he is not alone 
in that Being hit on the head by Lillee 
and Thomson at then fastest looked to 
he one of the unavoidable chores of 
playing for England under Mike Den 
ness. Few returned unchanged Yet 
Fletcher was back out in Australia for 
the Centenary Test in 1977, his last 
Test appearance 

His captaincy has worked marvels 
foi Essex, but everyone knew it would. 
In this seven years of captaincy, he has 
led Essex to the Schweppes County 
Championship, the Benson and 
Hedges Cup and twice to second place 
in the John Player League. 

He was always a thinker on the field 
Brian Taylor, captain before him and 
Essex wicket-keeper, kept Gnome 
alongside him at slip He had two 
excellent reasons for that. Firstly, 
Keith Fletcher is an excellent slip 
fielder, despite the myopic rantings of 
a minority of Yorkshiremen who saw 
him struggle with a couple of chances 
at Headingley which their own Philip 
Sharpe, they were certain, would have 
eomted. had he been chosen. Thev 


hounded him through his Test career 
on that ground, notably once when he 
got bogged down with the bat. An 
announcement came over the louds¬ 
peaker for the removal of a car in the 
car park. “Can’t be Fletcher’s", some¬ 
one said. “He can’t drive.” 

Fletcher can catch and drive ‘Tonk- 
er’ Taylor wanted him close by be¬ 
cause he proved to be a marvellous 
reader of opposing batsmen, “You 
wanna slip bogey at ’em Tonks.” you 
could hear the Fletcher drawl Or, “ees 
too square down there tonks. Get ’im 
finer.” 

Happily for Essex, Brian Taylor rec¬ 
ognised the Fletcher touch and nur¬ 
tured it 

Keith Fletcher is the right choice for 
India because of these qualities on the 
field, also he has toured there twice 
before, he has the authority of 56 Test 
matches behind him, and, perhaps 
most important of all, he has a genuine 
affection for the rnimtrv 



I recall Keith Fletcher raising spirits 
at Bombay in the fifth and final Test 
back in 197.3. Black September assas¬ 
sination threats had come to the team 
Genuine or not, we had lived under 
armed supervision for three months 
On the eve of this Test, the England 
team refused to play unless residi^nts 
were cleared from the windows which 
overlooked the Brabourne Stadium 
The Indians managed it. Next day, 
imstead of flat dwellers, there were 
helmets glinting in the sunshine on 
rooftops as we took to the field. Some 
of the England team were more un¬ 
comfortable than others. Keith Fletch¬ 
er and Alan Knott, especially, kept 
looking up and around the surround¬ 
ing buildings, still searching for The 
Jackal. They would not stay still. 1 was 
used to seeing fielders walk in as the 
bowler runs up, but never have 1 seen 
wicketkeeper and first slip on the 
move too at the same time. 


1 got after Fletcher. “For goodness 
sake stand still or go off.” He lifted his 
twinkling eyes from the ground and 
replied "It’s okay for you, skip. If he 
shoots at you he’ll only get you in the 
leg so chat you can be Ibw again.” 
(Reference to the habit of Indian 
umpires of giving the bowler the be¬ 
nefit of the doubt every time the ball 
hit my leg.) 

I trust that Keith Fletcher will find 
his best form on tour, and also get the 
best from others. Mike Brearley has 
proved beyond quesnon the value of 

g ood captaincy, but Brearley’s own 
est form was rarely reproduced in 
Tests, so was Ian Botham’s If Keith 
Fletcher bats as he can, he will be the 
first for a long time to give the lead 
with his own talents. Not is he just an 
Indian specialist. 1 would expect him 
to do well enough to continue at home 
next summer. 

Among other memories of the 1972- 
73 tour of India is one of Keith Fletch¬ 
er quietly informing me that one of the 
players was upset that he had no 
letters from home. “Have a word with 
him, skip,” he said. Then again, before 
a fielding session in the Bomb^ Test, 
he took me aside and ads ised “Get ’em 
together, captain, give us a rocket 
before we go out, I think some of the 
bowlers’ heads are beginning to drop: 
bad sign ” 

The great value of this sort of advice 
for a -captain is that he can solve the 
problems before they get too big. 
Keith Fletcher will certainly ask one 
of his side to keep him in touch with 
the team as he did for me, alongside 
my advisor-in-chief, Norman Gifford 
The best innings I saw Keith play in 
India was ar Madras on that same tour 
In a very pool England batting per- 
foimance of 242 in the first innings, he 
scored 97 not out. Chandra took 6 for 
9U, Bishan Bedi 2 tor 66, and Prasanna 
2 for 47. Keith had scored a hundred in 
the previous match against the South 
Zone at Bangalore and he moved 
straight away into his shots. He hit 
four sixes and kept England in the 
game by putting on 124 runs with the 
tailenders Geon Arnold and Norman 
Gifford. He wai inventive on a spin¬ 
ning surface and that night, Bishan 
Bedi told me that he had seen one of 
the very best innings in tricky cir¬ 
cumstances. 

Off the field, in the social way, Keith 
Fletcher is modest and quiet with a 
gentle sense of humour He will not be 
flamboyant like Tony Greig who used 
the grab the front seat on the bus to 
the ground each day so that he could 
wave like a film star at his adoring 
fans 

He will not, like Greig, push oranges 
up his sweater on the field to raise a 
laugh. Nor will he be like Lewis either, 
whatever he was like 
We are all different However, with 
Keith Fletcher, it may take India lon¬ 
ger to realise that the shuffling, down¬ 
cast, diminutive leader is both a'strong 
man and a deli^tful personality. It 
would be very silly to underestimate 
him. and sad if vou got him wrong 




County Cricket Review 


Fitting end to another 
ciassic season 

Asms RAY reports from London 


S l'DDfcN drama has been a common 
tedruie in the ihmux to an English 
season, and this veai it has been no 
diftereiu Aft r months ot suspense 
and extitemeiit, the Schweppes Conn 
ty Championship and the John Plavei 
Simdav I.eague weie lesolved within 
24 liours of each othei, with Nottiiig 
hamshiie duly lapiunng the “Ihiee 
day” title and Essex, also not sin pri 
singly, making sure of the honour in 
the ■'ll over atlaii 

It took Notts |ust two days to wiap 
up their match against (ilumorgaii at 
Trent Budge on a fast and unaccoiint 
able pitch Richaid fladlee finished 
with 8 tor 'if) ill 'he tie In fact he has 
made an enoinioiis contribution to- 
waids the Ctunitv's success this sum 
me*" hv gobbling up 103 wickets He 
als(< got 142 veisiis Yoikshirc*, among 
other saliiaf-ii etchings with the fiat 
Paul lodd, the opeiiei, gem i alls 
ga\e dll aggressive start to the innings, 
and Deiek Randall, in the middle 
ordei, especially in the second half of 
the season, provided immense stabil 
Its Indeed. llu' latlei’s 1100 odd inns 
included thiee centuries, and, as ,iJ 
ways, he was luepiessible in ihe tield 
■Anothei leading light was the off 
spinner tddie Heniniiiigs. vsho when 
wickets lesponded to spin, pioscd 
more often ih.in not lo he a mate fi 
winr.ei In fact. Ins rails ol moie than 
90 wickets IS an .nnple idente ol 
this 

Blit the masimiim c i edit has to go to 
the skipper and Siipierne all toundet, i 
CliS't’Rue With around 1300 runs and | 
alinosi ro wickets fioni his 21 onl i 
mgs--he missed one game-- Ik has 
virtiialls epitomised himself to lie an 
C'semplaiv leader i.i the field, commit 
ting oiilv a tew errors in the handling 
ol his bow'lers and the placement of 
the field But mote important, light 
fiom ihe beginning of the season he 
infust'd into his hoys the confidence to 
win 

.N'oitinghamshi'-e, one of the niirsei 
les of the game in ihis countrs, won 
the County championship twelve times 
fietween 1803 and 1929 But since 
then, tlies have nevei been in the 
running for the top mantle Indeed 
the glorious past has be'-onit a myth as 
they languished for long in the back 
waters of the spoit 
Some, howevei, will question the 
ruthless appiodch of the South Afri¬ 
can At the veiy o..set oi the summer, 

tKar no r».*in(. Ka 


spared by his County “to exploit every 
conceivable advantage of plaving at 
home” And since the giound staff at 
Trent Bridge consistently served up a 
gieeii top to SUM Hadlee and Rice, a 
few obseiveis feel that this policv was 
earned to unsporting limits But it 
should not hi- forgotten tha* Notts had 


to bat in such condition,s, too, and the 
fact that Ilemmings puked up so many 
wickets, emphasises that the dice was 
not loaded irreproachably in the 
ciuicker bowleis' favout 

So, It IS bad luck, one might say, for 
Sussex, who were placed second, after 
being in the running for top pn.sition 
for the gieatei part of the sea.snn. 
Actually, Nottinghamshire set the 
pace fiom the very outset, but fell 
behind marguiallv mid-way thtough 
the .season, only to recover like cham¬ 
pions One slip and Sussex would have 
pipped them at the post But there was 
no such let-up Rice described it a.s “a 
magnificent team effort ” 

.Notts won their trophv and the 
championship cake that goes with it, 
on Monday Septembei 14 The pre¬ 
vious evening, at The Oval, E.s.sex 
made sure ot the “Sunday” prize by 
defeating .Surrey in an eventful match 

Before the fomnienccment of pro- 


Player of the week 


Richard 

I N a week cons^cuous for the 
remarkable inning played by 
Norbert Phillip, and the equally 
exciting, and certainly mere soph¬ 
isticated fine dished out by Vivian 
Richards, picking the Player of the 
Week—the final choice of the sea¬ 
son—is again a problem. But being 
a traditionalist an’d a rapporter of 
first-class cricket when it comes to 
a comparison with the over-limit 
game, 1 would ignore both perform¬ 
ances, and instead, cast attention 



on the severe! impressive dtowings 
in the final round of County cham¬ 
pionship engagements. 

Mike Catting got a hard-hitting 
18fi against Derbyshire, Chris Ta- 
vate, a highly cultured unbeaten 
135 versus Worcestershire, and 
Monty Lynch a rather athletic 120 
not out at the expense of Essex .not 
to mention the 75 by Javed Mian- 
dad in very difficult conditions, et 
Trent Bridge 

But the one exhibition to my 


Hadlee 

mind, overshadowing all these 
efforts was the bowling ol Richard 
Hadlee, who, as has been stated in 
the adjacent article, took 8 fur .56 
against Glamorgan to round off the 
summer in stupendous fashion for 
Nottinghamshire 

Hadlee, in fact, captured 4 for IS 
and 4 for .18 in the two Glamorgan 
innings which earned a lO-wicket 
victory for his side. This may not 
appear to be all that extraordinary 
in terms of the number of wickets 
obtained But to maintain one's 
peak amidst all the pressures of a 
late-season situation is an outstand¬ 
ing achievement, and the New 
Zealander has done it quite consis¬ 
tently this summer. Indeed, this 
great fast bowler, if anything, re¬ 
veals himself fully under tension. 

Time and again have I seen him 
uncoil his best when he has been 
the only resoit for a New Zealand 
captain. And when it was vitaliy 
important that Notunghamshire 
should win rhetr last game, Hadlee, 
not surprisingly, was not found 
wanting. 

The youngest son of the former 
New Zealand captain, Walter Ha4* 
lee, and younger brother of l>^le, 
who preceded him on the Test, 
scene, Richard Hadlee Jkails fradi' 
Christchurch. Signed up by Not¬ 
tinghamshire in 1978, he won his 
cap the same year and, along with 
Chve Rice, has aiwayp threatisned ’ 
TO add a uew dimension to. hijf 
County's standards This h« ha^ 
fii^y succeeded in doing, taking . 
105 wickets this year, with a bejif , 
effort 7 for 25 against Lancasjh^rd.' 

$ 0 , Hadlee, after not much 
beration, was the i^yer ttf ' ■■ 





ceedings on this crucial Sabbath, the 
situation was that Essex had to win 
their last game to ensure the title, if 
Warwickshire, playing the same day, 
got the better of Somerset As it trans¬ 
pired, Warwicks lost, and so, Essex 
ended up with a cleat six-point lead 
over their nearest rivals, as well as 
Somerset, who moved up to parity with 
Bob Willis* side after their victoiy 
A little muddle over the rules re¬ 
sulted in Essex batting first, returning 
to the fray for an extra over Rain had 
delayed the start and there was some 

Anton Ferreira contributed much to Warwicksh¬ 
ire s success 



confusion as to whether 38 or 39 oveis 
were to be the yardstick. In fact, after 
the batsmen and the fielders had 
trooped off aftei the 38th when Es.sex 
were 184 for 6, Keith Fletcher lodged a 
protest with the umpires, and that 
extra over was granted And Norbert 
Phillip—80 not out at the end—ham¬ 
mered 19 off It 

Indeed, the We.st Indian, primarily a 
bowler but often piomoted in the 
batting order in one-day games, stiuck 
34 of the 37 runs stored in the last two 
overs to propel hif side to u muih 
happier position than earlier envis¬ 
aged Indeed, m a remaikable flurrj' of 
strokes he hit five sixes—two ol them 
off the last two balls of the innings 

The target of 204 was not unattam 
able, but Suriev never quite came to 
grips with the demand And with the 
left-arm spinner, Rav East, bowling 
exceedingly well to letiirn tiguies of 2 
foi 21 in his eight oveis, the chase was 
nipped in the bud good and proper 
Towards the end, the veieran Oiahani 
Roope lemained unlieatcn on bO but 
Fletchei nad contiolled the Littumst- 
ances with his toscomars shrewdness 
to be in no real dangei of losing the 
match Surrey’s ettoii amoimted to 
182 for ,9, which was fai too inadequ¬ 
ate alter Phillip's murderous assault 

In the case of Warwit kshire, Vivian 
Richards and .foci Garnei dimed them 
any pleasure by getting a huiidied and 
taking 3 for 28 respectively The Anti 
guan pioduied anothei up loaring in¬ 
nings—this time ot 101 -to hoist his 
side to a total ot 211 toi 6 in oiiK 28 



oveis The nidtcli was nut,iilid due to | 
the wc.nliei And in lespoiise, Wai 
Wilks loiild manage to sioie oiilv I’li 
for 7 liiiident.illY, Dilip Doshi, who 
played a signitiiaiii pait in Waiwick 
shiie's tiininpli in this i ompetiiion last 
year, was completelv overlooked this 
season in one da\ matches In fail, 
even in the County C’hamptonshtp he 
•turned out in oiilv two thuds ol the 
games, to take only 4,"; victims as 
opposed to his h,iiil ot 10' l.isi \e,i' 

I he ind'iaiions appisu to bt ili.o he 
Will lose Ills i-inli>ii' at'ii this se.ism, 
•ilthiiugh siinu ol iheothei I oiiiiim ^ it 
des|iei ati'lv m need ot .i spinni i, i •■u!<l 
show some inieiest I'l the Keiiga! pl.iv 
els’ seiiiies 1 roll! rj82 onl\ lui 
o.irseas iiiiketei sigiieil alu-i 
can tigiiu in ,1 ( oiiiiiv fixiiiie with a 
m.iMniiiiii ol two, oveiall And it si i ii's 
lhal Waiwukshiie would prelei lo 
letiiin the .Souih ’\liuan ,ill loiiiiilei 
Anton ' sogi" leiieiia lalhei than 
Doslii 

Ot lourse. ii has been a bit ak season 
tin the liulidii letl aim spinnei lie 



fVip iKishi - a diidppoinling .sea.wn 


bloke a bone in his right-hand, which 
was over and above the loot fracture 
siiifeied during the tour ot Australia 
buleed, even when ho has taken wick¬ 
ets, he has proved expensive, lacking 
his usual immaiulaie control But 
Doshi lemarks “There is more to it 
than meei.s the eve”, and explains that 
! ‘ ll has been a lalculated poliiv to oust 
! me" He at goes that he was handled 
I like a pace bowler, given shoii spells 
and never allowed in settle down "1 
' took the highest nuniboi o| wiikels 
I and mole esoiiomiialK than aiivone 
I else in the one dav ganit-s last season, 

I vet, never got a look in toi these 
I matches this summer” But he is not 
, pditivuluilv iqiset about his impend- 
' itig ill paitiiie (iiim Kdebasron and 
ll'- . i hi new lull .IS being lo ■ 
spoiis.hli ' 

So till I ■iii.iii! has lalle'i on .iiiOlbei ' 
I lis'i •>( .Ison I be si.iiiniei h.'s seen 

I'.i sfi.ess ■! SoiIlelSI'I ■MtheKiiisoii 

.e..| lleib'.e' I ip ot Dtibvsliire iii the 
•i. V" N.evs.'.t Iiopbv and nl Nulling 
i|.■Ill-Ill. .ii'd I ss( s III ihi two I.e,igiie 
I'li'.tisis gill, peih.ips lOKl will also 
I'" leniembeied tin the exolu tiatling 
o' /.ill'll \btias lostoied to his old 
MUitesiv and gianileui and who, m a 
siiigii wukei play ott with Vivian 
Ki.liaids gut the hettoi ot the Ami 
i guan, as well 




■ 22-year-old batsman from New South 

B11 n B Vn Wales batted for nearly 4V^ hours in a 

■ ■ B1111U III glorious innings, only nis 21st in first 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ class cncket. When just one run away 

am ml la a a a I la from the magic number he ran out of 

^allB III ^ I IK strokes, but finally triumphed after a 

■ ■ •• a a ■ w a ■ patient wait for 18 balls to become the 

first Austialian after Harry Graham to 
- hit a hundred on debut on English soil 

HERE IS no greater thrill for a 

batsman than scoring a century in “He plays straighter than most mod- 
his very first Test match ern batsmen and produces from time 

In the sixth Test match of the recent- to time—he went on to his 100 with 
ly-toncluded Ashes series Dirk Wei- one of them—a stroke through the off 
lham hit a bundled and became the side off the back foot of much bril- 
twelfrh Australian to hit a century on liance There is little doubt about his 
debut for his country temperament either,” remarked a cn- 

The 5 feet 8 inch tall Wellham was tic who had watched him closely, 
dropped when only 10 at mid-on off The first man to hit a century in his 
Botham. He was nearly out again at 99 initial outing was Charles Bannerman 
when Boycott muffed a simple chance English-born Bannerman escaped at 
at mid-off and a thousand prayers nine when Tom Armitage of Boycott’s 
must have gone up in Australia for county dropped him From then on it 
Geoffrey’s well being If only an en- became a lone fight. He played with 
cephalograph could reveal what gieat determination as was called for 
Boycott was thinking' on a pitch behaving like a spiked bed. 

The youngest ol a beaten side, the At the end of the day's play he re- 

Dirtf W^Shaiti has his stumps shattered by Bob Willis dunng the sixth Test al The Ova/ 



mained unbeaten with 126 against his 
name at Richmond Paddooc’s little 
score board after 200 minutes of bat¬ 
ting. His side’s score was 166 for 6. 
Individual brilliance thus compen¬ 
sated for collective failure 

He treated England’s top-liners with 
equal contempt the following dt^ and 
retired hurt at 165 when a Uilyett 
delivery injured one of his fingers. He 
had been wearing gloves but the pro¬ 
tective rubber was missing. 

Immediately the hat was passed 
around and £83 was realised as a token 
of appreciation of his innings. He 
ought to have been weighed in gold. 
His innings, inclusive of 15 bound¬ 
aries, was made out of a total of 245, 
no other batsman making more than 
18. 

It was 'Little Dasher’ Hany Graham 
who became the first Australian to hit 
a century in England in his opening 
Test, when he hit 107 at Lord’s in 1893 
in a total of 269 Making their debut 
with him were F S. Jackson, Mold, 
Flowers, Lockwood and Wainwri^t. 

A year and a half later he played yet 
another outstanding innings—this 
time at Sydney and against England 
once more—worth 104 runs in his first 
Test in his own country, thereby com¬ 
pleting the unique double of a ‘ton’ in 
opening encounters in ‘both countries. 

The Sydney innings, however, was 
more memorable On a rain damaged 
wicket he put up a brave fight against 
the Englishmen and his batting was 
rated by Tommy Horan, a noted player 
and a leading critic, as the most incle¬ 
ment of its type ever seen in Australia. 
The home side won hands down by an 
innings and 147 runs. 

It is a pity that Graham played only 
half a dozen times for his country and 
only once abroad, durmg the English 
tour of 1896. Like other bat.smen, 
spells of inconsistency troubled him 
and he died early. 

The story of Reggie Duff’s first hun¬ 
dred was an mnings of splendid bat¬ 
ting helped by keen power of observa- 
tionv Brought into the Test side for the 
first tune at Melbourne in 1901-02, 
Duff was baptised by fire The wicket 
was at Its worst and Austraha made 
only 112, England mustering even 
less—61! Australia ended the first day 
with 99 to Its credit with half the side 
out Skipper Darling opted for shuf¬ 
fling the batting order and batsmen 
moved up and down like painters on a 
ladder. Amidst the confusion Duff was 
demoted to number 10 at which stage 
the pitch was expected to behave more 
politely. 

He got his chance the following 
morning and after much nail-biting 
scored 104 to the everlasting trepida¬ 
tion of McLaren and his boys In this 
battle of attrition Australia emerged 
the better side by 229 runs. 

He lived up to his potential with the 
passing of the years and went on to 
open with Trumper in Tests. Not al¬ 
ways did It prove a profitable part- 
nership..There were times when ‘yTT 
pursued his habit of taking a run off 
the first ball of a Test with more 
intrepidity and often Duff had to be 




ruD'Qut in the process! 

The sun rose for Roger Hartigan at 
Adelaide in early 1908. He scored 48 
in his very first Test innings as Austra¬ 
lia totalled 285 to which England re¬ 
plied with a lead of 78 runs. But things 
did nut go as planned in the ensuing 
innings Australia lust six wickets fot 
180 runs, practically only 102 runs on 
The atmosphere at picturesque Ade¬ 
laide looked despondent and men be¬ 
gan to leave. 

Just when England came to terms 
with the circumstances. Hill was drop¬ 
ped at 22 and Hartigan at 32 That was 
the last opportunity that came Eng¬ 
land’s way and llili with his fledgling 
partner stuck hke limpets turning the 
wheel of fortune towards Australia 
They ended the day at .397,,,Valhalla 
still far away. 

The next morning Hartigan went 
fir.st at 423, having conttibuted 116 in 
their partneiship stand of 24,3 What a 
way to make a debut' Australia amas¬ 
sed 50G and won lomforiably by 245 
I runs One surpiising fact makes itself 
known--the gieat Baines was hit for 
83, Fielder foi 81 and Braiind tor 85 
Rhodes, giien a liowl, squandered 81 
and was wickerloss' 

fortune Mmlfd on ‘Hoiseshoe’ Col¬ 
lins in the vcrv first Test ul his tareer 
He made 70 and 104 in that Sydney 
lest and pioved that ir was no fluke 
when he followed it with 64 at Mel¬ 
bourne, 162 at Adelaidt and 59 at 
Melbourne 

Nicknanu-d apptopnaiely, Collins 
proved ih.it it n.is not uist luck that 
brought him this e.iilv success He 
possessed one ot the most shiewd 
brains known to the game He was 
Aimstiong’s deputv wlien the Aussics 
steamiolleicd then wu> through in 
1921 and that wiriiei he was ‘crowned’ 
against South Atiica on the way home 
He suecesshillv delendtd the Ashes in 
1924-25, tiu» was a sad man when 
Fnglait'l won ai The Oval in 1926 and 
lestort'd honours after a lapse ot 14 
veais. 

William H.irol.i Fonstord became 
the sixth Austtalian to regisiei himselt 
tor the honoui when he made 110 at 
Sydney m 1924-25 

“I was 24, and a verv nervous young 
man.” s«id Ponsfoid, ”1 can never 
seem to remember with any accuiacy 
much about ciicket dates and statis¬ 
tics, but that dav on the Sydney Crick¬ 
et Ground, December 19, 1924, 
although neat Is 33 years behind me, is 
as fresh today and much more memor¬ 
able 

“Maurice Tate was a big sliouldered, 
15 stone giant, with a deceptively 
short run He came lo tlat-footed and 
swung his arm ovei He was no express 
and I thought I saw the ball well 1 
went to make my stroke The ball 
swung a little, hit the pitch, and fizzed 
through like a flat pebble off a mill¬ 
pond It beat me, beat the wicket and 
beat the ‘keepei, Bert Strudwick It 
went for foui byes 

“The next ball, I swore, would not do 
the same humihating thing. It did— 
although this time Strudwick took it. 
The third ball I watched as if it were a 


bomb But again it swung at the last 
moment, came off the pitch like a 
Larwood bouncer, went through me 
and the wicket-keeper as well, and 
shot IP the fence for four more byes 
Little ‘Tich’ Freeman was bowling leg- 
bieaks at the other end. 1 gut a four off 
him and was so relieved at missing a 
‘blob’ that iny confidence, so shattered 
by Tate, returned 1 made a century, 
which 1 think was chanceless, and we 
won the match on the seventh day, by 
195 runs 

It was 19-yeai-old Archie Jackson, 
considered by many to be as good as 
Trumper, who next scored a century in 
his debut Test He hit 164 against 
England at Bi adman's home town of 
Adelaide by viitue ot a splendid piece 
of hatting 

He had stored 96 before lunch on 
the thud dny and when he was coming 
out to resume Bradman advised, “Take 
your time and you will get your cen¬ 
tury in your first Test ” 

Larwood's opening delivery was 
straight out of the oven and shoii 
Jackson whipped it to the point bound 
ary and went on to make a formidable 
score, following it with .36 in the 
second innings 

He made 1858 runs in Sheffield 
Shield cricket, averaging ovei 50 and 
m ten completed Test innings lul 
474—all out of a pictute-book He 
might have gone on to become one of 
Austialia's gieatest batsmen evei, bur 
died when only 21 in 1933 

Ir was Jun Buike for the palm next 
when he made an unbeaten 101 at 
Adelaide, this rime in Februai-y 1951 
A pianist and a mimic extraordinary, 
Jim was often pressurised to step on 
the keys at the crease and in his tarer 
moments was quite expected to break 
into a canter An off-break bowler of a 
not-too-dangerous quality he wa- also 
one of the ‘characters’ of the game and 
there wei e few grim moments when he 
was around 

Doug Walters, better known as the 
Dungog Dasher, was just a farm boy | 
when he was called up for duty on j 
December 13th, 1965 at Brisbane Font i 
wickets had tallen when he was to go 
III and there was only one more recog 
nised batsman in Tom Vievers to 
come. He began with a firm diive that 
ripped through the crowded on side 
for four off only the third delivery that 
he had faced. That was resistance for 
him! 


At lunch, Aiisrialia was 150 tor 4 and 
not yet out of hot waters But Lawry 
and he stceied Australia out of trouble 
and the score had reached a safe 
peripheiy when the doui left handei 
departed at 312 By the end of the day 
Walters was 119 and still not uui Next 
day he completed 155 when batsmen 
and ninepins seemed alike 

Critics hailed the arrival of a new 
Bi adman, but even Douglas Walters 
shall admit that there can he only one 
Sii Donald 

It was Greg Chappell’s innings at 
Perth in his very first Tesi that set the 
giouiid on file He made 108, .i prolific 
beginning lo a prosperous 1 cst career 
But his finest was reckoned to have 
been played at Lord's in 1972 when he 
made 131 in the most exquisite man¬ 
ner and the scene when he rerurned to 
the pavilion should have been .seen— 
and heard-—to have been believed. 

Against the Indians nmo vears latei 
Chappell was to scoie 203 runs at 
Sydney A courageous innings when 
you consider that he was burning with 
104'’F in the midst of a sickness uiidei 
an equally mitigated sun 

The new Australian hopie was Gai\ 
Cosier when he upped apart a jiace 
and bouiicer-oi lentfd West Indian 
attack at Melbourne in 1975 76 The 
umpire ruled in his favoui when it was 
said that he should have gone at 5, but 
fiom then on every bowler shed tears 
of frustration as he moved to his 
century in 186 balls, 13 of them result 
ing m boundaries His stjuar e-cut ting 
wa> pleasing and be teamed up most 
effectively with Gieg Chappell to put 
on 114 and hirer with Mar' li to add 88 
Australia won lomfotiahly by eight 
WK kets 

The Packer ex")dus made Cosier a 
prize commodity and .i ladio company 
contract secured his future With the 
intrusion ol young blood Cosiei gra- 
duellv leceded into oblivion, his work 
more or less <>\ct He grew a beard, 
put Jii more ounces and woie a menac¬ 
ing look Verj much hke George Bon 
nor bill I think the lesemblance ended 
theie 

.And while we sing paeans and break 
into rhap.soihes at ‘Little Ma.stuh Wel- 
I urn’s ‘undred’, let us spaie a tear for 
A G Chipperfield He was out in his 
very first Test at .99' 
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Eventually, heritage counts. 
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Some customs live 
through the decades. 

Wf* like lo Ihiiik (i! uur si:i)((le:rN .is 
niiii'f lliiiii sleek beaiily on two 
wheels. A Iraditieii. 

kor one tiling, oui' seoolers are 
well-lired. I'hev've eome down From 
the most original senoler design in 
lh(' world. Italian. 

Blit if they're well-bred, they re 
also thoroughbreds. In every 
eoneoivable w’ay, 

Sturdiness. The stroiige.st. most 
stable scooter on the road. Truly 
broad wheel base. 

Safety. Centrally mounted engine. 

Perfectly balanced. 

Comfort. Ample legroom for rider. 
Full-length footrest for pillion rider. 

Elegance. Wide range of pleasant 
shade.s and tones. 

All of which, pul together, explains 
w'hv over 4,00.000 scooters are on 
the Indian road, 

lamby 150 

The originals of a grand 
Italian design. 
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Sportspeople 


Another veteran 
rtenarts 

W ITH the death of Phuo 2 e Paha on 
Sepiembei 9th, only foui ilays 
atit't his 7Lsl birthday, the wo'-ld diifts 
furthei avvav troin the slorioiis age 
when discipline was a necessity and 
cieased flannels a treat The ageing 
veterans shall testily that the grass 
was greener and the sun was cooler 
and the world was a wonderful place 
to live 111 

Paha’s death shall nor only bring 
back, memories, but evoke longings as 
well foi those bygtine days He was the 
la.st sutvivoi on home soil of the histor¬ 
ic 1912 team that went to England, 
masquerading as All India, for the lu st 
time aftei the .\1CC had i onteiied Test 
status on this country 1 he remainders 
are Lall .Singh, who is in Malaysia and 
Dr t. iiangii Khan, father ol Test star 
Majid, now in Pakistan 

Paha, <1 left hander and howlei of 
merit, was b'lrri on September Sth, 
1910 and became a force to leckon 
with while studying m .St Xaviei's Col¬ 
lege, Bonihav He was just 18 when he 
played a pivoral ii>le in the Parsis' 
victory in the Quadiangulais 

Kecpgnitiori was forthcoming and he 
found his wvv without much irritation 
to the squad of 1912 Howevei, Paha 
failed to piovc- his ahilily, though The 
Times London, commented “He is a 
graceful left hand baisman”. as he 
made one run iii each innings, of the 
only 'lest he played there 

He luilled a muscle while fielding 
and was out ot duty, being earned out 
on a .srtetchet When it was time foi 
him to bat C K Nayudu defeired his 
move to the inoie critical dying mo 
ments ot the game Amai Singl. 
seemed to bc^ in a huriv, whipping 
England's cream about and momen¬ 
tarily attention wus shifted Ironi re¬ 
sistance to :he need of a standing 
partnei foi ihe fii ebrand Notih Indian 
•n the air of high tiagedy 
"1 had ioiii my heni-string muscle,” 
recalled Paha, “The same injui v winch 
Clive l.loyd suffeied recently, and was 
not to take any fuithei part m the 

1 c St '■ 

' When Amai .Singh started running 
out of part nets. C K told me to pad 
j up I pheved and in spite of unbear 
able pain I went up to the crease and 
! heliieci .4mai Singh teach liis half 
I century .^iid it was he who got out 
first How m.mv ct today’s cncketeis 
would have taken the risk which I 
took^” 

A highly inteiesiing thought, bet did 
this inspire Douglas Jardme, captain 
in that Test and in Austialia that 
winter, to ordei Paytiiei, suffering 
from tonsilitis, to bat at Brisbane'-’ 
“What about those fellows who mar¬ 
ched to Kandahar with fever on them,” 
Paha IS said to have refnrtert in the 
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face of protest and Paynter threw 
aside his kerchief, made 83 and the 
'Ashes’ were won 

In 1936, the Selection Committee— 
‘Vizzy’ actually—picked Paha to tour 
England for the second time, compen¬ 
sating for their ignorance of him in the 
series of 1933-34 Though 22 players in 
all touied England, only six—Wazir 
All, Amar Singh, C K Nayudu, Nissar, 
Jehangir Khan and Paha, of course— 
weie actually going through it again 
No biggei side or a mote mi.smanaged 
one, perhaps, has toured Old Bhgnty 
before oi since 

Paha played in the very fust Test at 
Loid's to aggregate 27, his 16 in the 
innings being the second highest and 
only a run behind Hindiekar's That 
was the last Test that ‘Pep’ ever play¬ 
ed 

Returning from England Palia 
moved to Bangalore where he lived till 
the very end of his life He went on to 
captain the Parsis and Mysore and 
.tftc’t retiiement became a national 
selectoi and a ladin commentator on 
ciicket matches His 216 lor Uttar 
Piade.h against Maharashtra in 1939 
40 was his highest ever, though he 
considered his 7 tor 120 and 68 with 
14 S in the second innings against ihe 
Europeans in 193? his best perform 
a nee 

Only last year he received the pain¬ 
ful cobalt rav treatment tor a tumoui 
near Ihe piostarc gland. I>espite the 
I strands of giey, Paha was very young 
at heart, his massive build pioviiig 
enough to sustain him though *'ailing 
vision was a drawback 

There may be many to disagree with 
Paha's theory that the team of 1912 
was the best-evei to leave the shores 
ol this country It contained many a 
Jewel of the Orient, Paha being one of 
them, undoubtedly 

A pioneer 

S QUA.SH in India is considered to be 
an elitist spoil Once popular 
among the Britishers and army person 
nel, the game did not piosper because 
ol lack of courts and the high cost of 
squash balls which ate not produced in 
this country It is only recently that 
the Squash Racket Federation ni India 
has started taking an interest in de¬ 
veloping the game and sending teams 
abroad 

'there aie few followers of this .sport 
among women Although tennis 
attracts mote women, squash holds 
beitei facilities and prospects for 
tliem It can he played at any time and 
tequiies Ics, spate 

ShiiM.i/ieshwari Kuman of Delhi is 
the reigning nation.il women’s squash 
champion .Squash and tennis are in 
her blood Hei father Yashwant Singh, 
a foi met prince of .Alwar in is Rajas¬ 
than, himself an accomplished squash 
and tennis player He is also Secretary 
of the Delhi I awn Tennis Association 
and President of the Cycle Polo fed¬ 
eration of India Bhuwaneshwaii also 
nlavs tenni.s. hut stiiiash remains hei 



Bhtiviannshwan Hurrian 


fust love llei hrotliei Yog> ndr.-! .Singh 
IS among the i.uiktd pl.ivtis ol the 
couiittv and lias lepie'eiued Indi» in a 
tew internd*ionals Nicknamed Candy, 
she practises regularlv for two hours, 
often with strongei male plaveis of 
Delhi, wheie veiy fenv women have 
taken to the game so fat 

Candy went to .Singapoie lasi yeai to 
play in a few' interiiationdis Hei tup 
was self financed, as neithei ;he gov¬ 
ernment not the S R f I sponsors a 
woman player In the .Smg.ipoie Open 
she w'ds defeated in the stmiltnal by 
Singapore numhet two An-iette 
Andiew But she avenged this defeat 
in the Malaysian fljien 

Candy feels tfiai lonipetitions are 
few and far tieiwc'en in India llet 
main rival is hei ow-n cousin Honey 
Sherman of Jaipui The two take part 
in the men’s section also in various 
touinameius This enables them to 
sharpen their game against tough 
rivals 

Bhuwaneshwan's ambition is to play 
in stiffer company in United Kingdom 
and particip.ite in the ciicuit there 
She hopes more and more women will 
take up the game which piovides the 

Koct nhvcir;t1 
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IFA SHIELD 

Seeds 

teppled 

B y the time this appears, the late of 
the IFA Shield, whi(.h began a 
month ago in the distiicts will have 
been decided This has been the prac 
tice over the last few years, because 
the authorities want to popularise the 
game theie At the same time it be¬ 
comes an event that people in the 
districts look lorwaid to Lbitoitunate- 
ly, the tournament was not held last 
year and .so the lesponse. in the dis- 
tiicts, was all the mote overwhelming 
One thing that should be noticed is 
that, all the teams—escopt Mafatlal 
Sports ('lub, Bombay—who weie 
seeded into the pie quarter final, (Fte- 
mier Tyres, Fifth Assam Rifles. Polar 
Stai and Jagatiit Cotton and Textiles 
Mills, Phapwaia) weie beaten by 
teams that had woiked themselves up 
the laddei It is indeed a good sign that 
less lancied sides aie not aliaul to 
draw swoid with the "rnightiet” teams. 
They proved the 11-A wioiig in seeding 
these ti-ains, v\ho sinely did not de¬ 
serve the pi. lies Here is how the 
matches in vaiious ilusteis went 

CLUSTER A (.\SANSOL); In a keenly 
coniested pie(|uaitei final ni<itih 
Aryan (Caliutt.i) accounted for Fre- 
iniei Tyres iKeiala) bv the odd goal of 
three dining extra-time. It was Aryan 
who went into the lead lUst after the 
b'reathei, thioiigli right strikoi Aniita- 
va Mukheiiec* whose replatemeni 
g.iye custodian F T. Sethunitidhavaii 
no chance T wenty minutes l.itei the 
lead was equalised when left half 
Moideen moved u|> and shot in from 
close Both teams went all out during 
extra-time and aftei Uiial Saha’s head 
er off a ceiiite by Siijan Has had 
landed in the net, the Calcutta team 
clung on to the lead till the end Thus, 
Premier Tyies, a glamour team chat 
had been seeded diiectly into the 
pre-quarter finals, bowed out 
In their eailiei match, .Aiyan had 
beaten Tollygiinge Agiagami 2-0. both 
goals coming through Shyamal Bhat 
tacharya, to move into the pre-quarter 
final Before losing to Aryan in the 
cluster final Tullygunge Agragami had 
accounted for Calcutta Umyersity 4-1, 
Chandannagar Sub-Divisional Sports 
Association 4-T (tie-bieaker). City 
Athletic Club 1-0 (extra-time 1 and 
Aikya Sammilani, whose Debashis 
Dutta regisieted a hat-trick against 
Hooghly DSA, the result being a mas 
sive 8-0 victory 


CLUSTER B (DURGAPUR); Rajas¬ 
than had quite an easy passage into 
the last eight trouncing the seeded 
Fifth Assam Rifles 3-0 m the pre- 
quarter finals 111 fact. Rajasthan could 
have increased the tally but for pool 
marksmanship Their tie against 
Kumartuli prior to the match against 
the Assam policemen pioved a morale 
booster as they outplayed the Kumar- 
tuli boys 5-1 Incidentally, Kumartuli 
won against 24-Parganas in their 
second meeting aftei the first encoun- 


Why Mohammedan 
S.C. wNhdraw 

A lthough the ifa shield is 

the blue riband of Indian foot¬ 
ball, it has lost much of its glamour 
over the years because of fewer 
outstation entries. Then again, the 
efforts made by the Indian Football 
Association with regard to attract¬ 
ing foreign teams seemed to be 
lethargic. In fact, prior to the 
tournament, the IFA said that a 
couple of foreign sides were likely 
to participate, but there was no 
follow up action taken The Educa¬ 
tion Ministry was apprised of this 
development and though it gave 
the green signal, nothing more was 
heard about these teams thereaf¬ 
ter, to the annoyance of the 
Ministry. 

Now that the top contenders— 
local giants Mohammedan Sport¬ 
ing—have withdrawn from the IFA 
Shield the roumament’.s prestige 
has been affected further Indeed, 
.speculation was rife about the 
League toppers crying off, long be¬ 
fore the Shield began While the 
black-and-whites weie rejoicing ab¬ 
out their League triumph, they 
were simuhaneouoly assessing the 
pros and cons of entering the fray 
in the Shield without their top 
stars. Stalwarts Prasun Banerjee, 
Bhaskar Ganguly, Bidesh Bose and 
Shabbir Ah were away doing 
national duty at Kuala Lumpur. In a 
letter to the IFA secretary Ashok 
Mitra, Mr Shahazada Parvez said. 
“Besides the four players partici¬ 
pating in the Merdeka, skipj^r 
Moidul Islam is seriously ill in a city 
hospital and Ramen Bhattacharya, 
Tapan Das, Amit Guha and Gouran- 
ga Baneijee are nursing various 
injunes.*' 


Says a souice: “Actually, we were 
reluctant to withdraw since the IFA 
Shield matters so much to Calcutta 
footballers. Then again, how could 
we take a risk with a depleted side? 
Surely our supporters would not 
have liked to see the champion 
team losing The officials would 
have been showered with invective 
and may even have been manhand¬ 
led. It would have been a sorry 
state of affairs indeed. 

It is hoped the club will make 
amends. 


ter was abandoned due to poor light 
with both teams having scored one 
goal each 

CLUSTER C (KRISHNANAGAR); 
Anothei seeded team. Polar Star, 
Vishakapattiam bowed out of the 
louriianieni when thev lo.st to Wan AC 
in a pre-qiiariei final encounter Thus 
Wan moved itiio the quarter-final 
tnini ih's tliist.-i by virtue of iheir 
one goal viitoiv Befoie this march, 
W'aii had beaten Kidderpore, but after 
sttuggliiig a lot, and ultimately the 
tiebieakei did the link Both Sonali 
Shibii and Barisha Sporting, a second 
division outlit, put up a spirited fight 
and made Wan sweat befoie losing. 
And 111 their first encounter. Wan had 
attounted tor Andhra Club 2-0 

The Nadia DSA, which ousted Cal 
cutt.i's Bata .1 1 met then Waterloo at 
the hanils of Senioi Division babes 
.Sonali Shibir 1 1-0) who trounced Mur- 
shidabad D.SA eailiei The same can 
be said ot Barisha. who drubbed a 
seiiioi Bengal Naginii Railway side by 
tliiee goals 

CLl'STER D (IVIALl)A). Caliutta Cus¬ 
toms did themselves proud bv working 
up liom the lust louiid to the cluster 
liiial On then w.iv, thev beai Malda 
DSA 1 0, lam led i»c-oige Telegraph 
2 0, Kaniptee liulei Colliei> (Nagjnir) 
4 1 (imlucling a hat tuck hv Amartya 
(Ihoshi and Kailwas Football Club 3-0 
III the (liistet tmal Rut they wore 
humbled bv seeded Mafatl.il in the 
piequaitei tmal encounter Mafatlal, 
witK their coiitioiled short jrasses 
posed piohleins tin the Calcutta plav- 
<‘is ami went info the le.id eaily in the 
nidiih. thiongli Kaniii Tliai>a Aftei 
the change ol ends, the Bomhav outfit 
attacked with leneAed vigour and 
added thiee more, Katria Thapa (2) 
and Peiti Doi |i being ihe scoieis. 

The KIC outtit tioin Nagptii were 
liiikv to siirtive in then lirsi match 
against Cakuita C,ynikhana whom 
the\ heal -12 on the tiehreakei In 
then m'\t encouiilei lllev plavecl well, 
deleating Bhiatii Sangha t-0 Geoige 
Telegraph weie also lucky when they 
beat Dal jeeling D.S \ on sudden death 
Jttei tlu> leam^ had been deadlocked 
altei the tie hieakei Both lost to Ciis- 
innis liovvevei 

CLUSTER E (KHARAGPUR): J.im- 
sbedinii Spoils .'\ssoi latioi, hulldo/ed 
their wav into the qu.iitcT final 
thiaslnng JCI T-t) m the |>re quarter 
iinal encounter It was liaid to believe 
that the landed [C'l outfit would be 
rhiashed in .siuh a maniiei by a junior 
side I'.ven ilie picseme ol the gicat 
liidei Singh did not help TCT, though 
he (laved the wav lot some passes 
which weit- iiui utilised JSA were 
deiiniielv the best team in the clustei 
I'hev won all then matches convin- 
inigK, seining IK goals and conceding 
only one belore thev met .ICT First 
they accounted lot Bankuia DSA 4-0, 
I'.asieiti Railway T 0, hood Corporation 
of India. Patna fi 1 and in the cluster 
final swamped Delhi Cantonment 6 0 

OUR CORRESPONDENTS 
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The month in pictures 


Pix: AP 


Former heavyweight 
champion Muham¬ 
mad AU holds up four 
fingers during a 
Press conference to 
indicate his ambition 
to win the title for the 
fourth time 
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Policemen in riot 
gear prepare to face 
anti-Springbok de¬ 
monstrators during 
the rugby team ’s 
match at Auckland 
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Juan Manuel Fangio, 
the former motor rac¬ 
ing star from Argenti¬ 
na drives with a 
cameraman perched on 
the back of his car in a 
scene front a movie on 
his life, which was re¬ 
leased recently 


Lord Scarman, who 
is probing the reasons 
for the Brixton riots, 
shares a joke with two 
members of Brixton 
West Indian XI dur¬ 
ing a break in their 
match against the 
Brixton Police Crick¬ 
et Club at The Oval 
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CRIWj/UIZ by Eddie Dunstan 


He gave 
name to 
match 


Rtuht tliiough ,1 t jiroi'i l.islitig Jl) vt'.irs .in 
Ln^lish .ill loutulor nijintaiiK'd an avcr.i^c- 
s<(irinn fJtf *>• rnoif th.in 80 rims .in 
Ilnur- imprcssivi' cvidt'nie Id supporl tin- 
i l.iim lli.il Ilf vsas the tasU-sl siorer ol all 
lirni' He made '> I i enluries anil imK three 
ol them were si nreil at less tlian a run a 
nimule, while niDsi ol them were wi-ll 
.ibove that rale In I J ol them he reaihixl 
his 100 wiihm the hour Ins lasiesi lakinK 
onh 40 niinutes -the third t.istesi 100 on 
rer ord 

He made tl\e sioies ol more than .'00 
and iwo ol his double i enluries are still 
among the three t.isii-sl ever si orerl Above 
all, he (il.iveil one ol the most t.inious 
innings in Test hisioiv 104 oul ol 1 50 m 
■’} minules lo make possible an hislotii 
Lngland win bv one vvn k>‘l <it Ihe (>val In 
this lesl mall h -with vvhiih his n.ime i- 
inifrerishahlv .issor lated he lame in 
when Ingland, neerling J()5 to win h.ul 
lost nve wn K-'ts in leai hing 48 When he 
let! 18'' ol the .5(i 5 hail bixm 'ii.ide anrl 
Cnglanil wer<- on ihi'ir wav to sn.itr hinj; a 
serisali inal win 

And the l.isiesi Test lenlurv against 
.Austr.ilia h.irl hern sioied In In'- '( in ke 
leisolMv limes i elebi.iled i rn k**l wntei 
A A rhomsoe desi riheil the innings as ' an 
<ipoi .ilvtUii blend ol high .irt and lontrol- 
led v'loleiire ' Sixl.ile at Inst the batsman 
.Kieleraled as he went on at' in ji 
minutes and rO to 1(14 in only JO minutes 
He hit the Austr.ilian howlers in .ill part., ol 
Ihe belli as he sl.irnmeil on I -■ louts .mil .in 
.ill run live This reni.iik.ihle all-roundei 
he look 811 w II ki’ts at .in aveiage ol J J 01 
and was a sU|)eilalive iover-point - had .i 
tareei aggregab ol J(i,~ti4 runs lavei.ige 
5J 871 I lighest ol his live s. ou's ol more 
than J0(i w.is J8b --111 I-', minuli's, 
against Sussex In Iwo innings at llradloiil 
against Yoikshiie he hit eight balls i lean 
out ol the ground in a m.itih in whiih he 
stored 104 in 71 minutes and 1 5J in O') 
minules 
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QUESTION 4 Who was this 
hurricane 
hitter'^ 

riie seiond lastest ifliturv agaihsl Auslia 
till was (loslerl h\ a utl 4 in South Atman 
who risii hell llUi in 80 minutes .it ( ape 
[own Hi-w.e oul slumped, tor 104 the 
last (14 loming m It minutes 

In South Abitas nrsi innings he- had 
br-en iHnvIed lust hall h> an oil spinnc-r 
and 111 the st'tond innings he bt-gan on 
what w.is for him a subikmil note He 


his 

a Test 


u-.iclu'd 40 111 SO minutes, at whiih point 
the oil spiniK-i who had got him tirsi ball in 
the lirsi innings was i .illeil into the atlac k 
Bent on vengt-aiiie lor Ins duik the 
Springbok hit the first hall oul ol the 
giound It was the signal toi an all-out 
assault on Ihe Ausirali.in bovvieis At one 
sl.ige 111 - hit eight i onset utive balls lor 
4 4(),J44,(> and 4 In all, his innings 
ituludi-il SIX sixes and eight lours An 
e-vewitness s.iid the 80 minutes lor the 
leniurv would h.tve been less had not so 
inui h lime been taken lollecting balls Irom 
the lo.id U-yontl the lent e The talents ot 
the ni.in responsihle loi this speitaiular 
(M-itoim.ini e weie not i orilmed to b.Ttting 
Reiogmsed as -ine ol Ihe linest all- 
rouiulers South .Alma has |iiodiiied lu¬ 
ll lok moil- than liOO wnkets in Ins i areei 
His high speed hundred w'.is registered 
during the tollovviiii' se-r|uenie .igairist Au- 
sii.dians 108 and nine tor Iraiisv.tal .ind 
Test M OK--, ol 44 1‘) lOl, 18, 0 and 104 
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QUESTION gf^V^ho was this 
great South 
African all 
rounder'^ 

A -.iiong (h.illi-nger loi Ihe litle ol Soulh 
Alma s gn-atest a|i roundi-i is ,i pl.iverwho 
lontrihuled tins double in ,i johaiini shurg 
Test ag.nnsi Lngl.ind- 78 anti 1J5 ,ind 
1 IJi) and 5 40 (hr- lemaik.ilile double 
w.is ai hii-ved in thi- lir-,1 Test ol a senes in 
wlni h he made T4S luris at .in .iver.ige ot 
(lO ,nid took JO w 11 kels at J1 runs i-.n h In 
Hi'jlorv ol (.riiket' the eminent H 
'Mthaiii s.iid the Springbok h.id bei oitie '.i 
gie.il b.ilsm.ni r.ilher i ramped perhaps at 
the st.irl ol an innings but a master nl 
looivvoik and one ol Ihe greatest r-xploiters 
ot thi- hook 'hot ever liverl ' Altham 
.idiled 'In tar t he was at this time lust 
about the greatest all-round irirketer in Ihe 
world 

Two ve.irs earlier at tei'ds on a stickv 
wiikel, his googlie-., "((uitkish through the 
ai' and oil the (iiKh" .mounted lor sui h 
gre.ils a-, .rm Havward, I T Ividesley 
len tliaunrl, C.illH-rt lessoti L Arnold 
and A A lillev lor 17 runs as nine English 
vvK ke's tell toi 47 in little over an hour He 
was till- ontsiandiiig batsman in a Souih 
Aim an team that loured Australia, storing 
J04 III Melbourne and a lenlur/ in Ade¬ 
laide -made in the lirst Test won by South 
A'ma against Australia In a matih lasting 
into the sixth day and [iroducing 1,646 
runs, the Smith Alrirans letl by 17 runs on 


the first innings and 21 on the setonrJ— 
48J and 560 to 4bS and 5 50 
Australia's noferl cricket writer Ray 
Robinson has pointed out that in this 
mate h the South Atm ans aveiaged S1 runs 
each 100 balls and the-Australians 64 -the 
fastest oyer-all run rate bv both sides in anv 
lest In his book on the Adelaide Oval 
" 100 Not ()ut', Sidney Downer said the 
South Atman all rraunder nlayed an in¬ 
nings ol 'II leproai liable' skill lor IIS in 
Ins side's see ond inniitgs ()n this tour of 
Australia he si tired l.tiSI runs with an 
average of (il 14 in all lirst-rdass matches 
and took 44 wickets at J7 06 In U) lest 
innings he made -IJ 


QUESTION 




Who was this 
South African 
all-rounder'7 


In spite ot the South .Afiiian's hoav\ 
scoring on this tout which yielded him a 
Test average ot 7 5, his perlorniarii i-s were 
eclifised by an Austialiari whose seven 
completed Test innings brought him 6ii| 
runs In the -\delaide Test in whnh the 
South Atman got his splendid lentiiiy the 
Australian ni.nie J14 not out in loin hours 
Il was his highest siore in Test-- and the 
South All II ,in r .iplain -.vh- >, is vvn kelkei*p 
er, was in the best position lo ludge said it 
was "()uite laiillless -no t ham e .iiid no 
false stroke ' 


4 


QUESTION Sm Who made this 
flawless dou¬ 
ble century at 
such a rapid 
rate? 

After Ihe Spnnghok st.ii s double i entiirv in 
Melhourne the iom[)limenls he ri-iv-iverl 
nil lulled one from ( lem Hill, who pro 
nounied him the most eiieitive bats, i.in 
ever to \ isil Austiali.i liilhi-liisi lest ot this 
senes, in Sytliu-v, Hill himsell plaved .in 
histom innings With tellovv lelt-hanilei 
VVairc-n Barcislev he haiiirnerid JJ-l runs 
tor the seionil vvnki-t m sligh'lv l( -s th.ni 
twohouis hlill made 141 his high-st lest 
scon- in J(t0 inineti-s, his l(i(i loming up 
in 48 miiiiiles- -timi- lor .i leiitorv eriualled 
onlv onie in Tests ni Austr.ilia 

QUESTION P" By whom? 




LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS 

l Herbert Sutcliffe He and Hobbs (GG) put up 
theii fouith century cipenmf; stand of the 
senes Sutcliffe’s aggregate fur the senes was a 
record 7J4 2 The English captain Freddie 
Brown 3 Len Hutton In the first Test he made 
8 not out and 62 not out in the second 12 and 
40, in the third 62 and 9, in ihr fourth 156 not 
out and 45 and in the fifth 79 and 60 nut out 4 
Wilfred Rhodes 5 Ray niingworth, whose 
team won the the 19'r0-71 series 2-0, with tour 
matches drawn, to regain the Ashes lost to 
Richie Benaud’s 1958-59 side 
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'Crossword 


I lone*- A O H» e’» 



ACROSS 


Socialise on the golf course (4) 
Completes 'i across (3) 

Pioneers ot Dutch tennis start here 
(3) 

Many of the same pop group, is the 
Christian name of ex Indian cricket 
star (5) 

First to cross the Channel with ducks 
feet (4) 

Tennis playpf becomes brown when 
playing on Centre Court in the sun <7, 
1 ) 

Boxer sounds like giving many peo¬ 
ple refuge (fi. 6) 

Runnor-'up to Johnny in 100 metres 
freestyle in I9i’4 (4) 

Hear while Inking adift from senior 
Irish golfei (1, 4) 

Lillees fast bowling goes back (3) 
See 14 across 

Don't get a bridge degree (4) 


1 Play croquet on tribuntils (6) 

f' First sounds like looking at this crick¬ 
et body (1, 1, 11 

4 Ascending, what scissor is to tailor, 
this IS to cncketer (3| 

6 The fame of English cricket (4) 

7 Beatified sounding book records 
transactions on race-course (5, 5) 

10 Rye ME IS lost on a Canadian Bobs¬ 
leigh (5) 

11 Country first producing good athletes 
and swimrriers before lunch (7) 

13 Not only found a* the Railway End (b) 
16 French article precedes ungramma¬ 
tical male racers (2. 4) 

18 Polly initially returns (3) 

20 See 7 down 


(Solutions next weok) 


Quiz 


QUESTIONS 


RjniK Gtiost 


Fill in the blanks ~ 

1 Before taking to tennis. Borotra used 



THEVRE AWAVAND^ 
GOU.V ! LOOK AT 

SYoneY. heS in 
THE LEAD.' 



to—scrme twenty miles a day 
2 Jaroslav Dtobny wa.s a star in the 

P ame of - 

azal Mahmoud took 12 for 99 when 
Pakistan beat England at — (Mention 
the giound) 

4 The first Grand Prix tennis 

championship of India was held at- 
in - 

5 —and -scored tor India agrmsl 
South Korea in the 1962 Asian 
Games soccer final at Jakarta 
6 —IS India's first women player to win 
tfie National badminton singles title for 
four years m succession 
7 —of India was honoured with the title 
"Best boxer in Asia", a distinction 
bestowed for the first time in the 
history of the Asian Games 
8 --first-class Counties taxe part in 
England's County Cricket 
championship 

9 Mr —was the first president of India's 
Cri-control Board 

10 India lost—to Indonesia in the pre- 


Olympic soccer match at Burma in 
1972 


ANSWERS 


k-E 01 

uuA-jrj juejo 3 U 6 
unatuoAos 8 
lieyy jnppqpg aiepEd l 
UPLis euaaw g 
qbuis I'pajpr aabaupg n) d S 
E/6t ''Miaa Ir 
IBAO am e 
Aa>jooq 30| z 
apAo I 


WQuestSonbox l| 


S.S.R.Murly. Visakhapalnam. 

Q. How many balls were bowled per over 
when India played in Australia in 1977- 
787 

A. 8 balls per over 
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Vlliy Kumw, Dumra Sllamartii. 

Q. Is a ‘no-bair counted, if a run is taken 
as a bye'? 

A. In any event ‘no-bair is never counted 
in an over 

Q. When did B S.Bedi and K 0 Ghavri 
make their Test debut'? 

A. Bedi made his debut at Calcutta 
against West Indies in 1966-67 and Ghav¬ 
ri also made his debut at Calcutta against 
West Indies in 1974-75 

A.R.Khan. Calcutta. 

Q Who was India's captain in the first 
Test against West Indies played at Bang¬ 
alore m 1974-75 
A. MAKPataudi 


\f Bridge 


Many, many vfar. afi'i I wds taVrn ti.' a 
I ricKfl niatrl, A', the I'j.dl liL-inMS fdino 
down thn pavilion r.lnp'' tliey wfin 
cimcti'd wth I hnot, dno dppldusn Iln.-n 
d '.r'liill, wciiri.'d loui'ifid ni.in riii.lilc d 
flt-t'*in j .ippraid'Ki. anil Ad'. nl"l willi 
in.sf.inl innr. d'ld '".itf all'. I: 'm Hit' 
>.p( idtors I didn't iindi'i'.t.imi 'hi' 
intn' d^'ii.'s 'll cri' ki't tlwp and I still .Inn I 
hut I (I'.lK-d 'vhy |l'.‘ lit'ln man ti.id lun 
into oUf, ti d linstllo if(.n|iliiin "Wliy, Id'i, 
■f''. one; III r'.i-li'. I'jn,I", w IS il->('.ninil 
'lui'n- lent »•» piandfniri 
1 ne HHi. .elm foi vvi n- Mkin() '.iniild' 
rii.k . wi-;nn tilt y oniit*eil Rdynnnd bun k 
and bill -ur.' train thi, ytai's 
Furopudn tL-ai'i in loite nl tin- toil thdl 
ifiny Mirned *'ill ot tnn wniiinii tid'ii In 
ttie tnal, the' dneo mutii .> i.i| li.ud 
Two pidyoij aI'ii ui" I I'IiiiIimI, tii.wtvni, 
.•ire livini) and tinh '..'it'i't.dii (aIi.j 

wcie fi’nniliei^ ot th'- biiti'.h team tli.il 
did so v«ell "1 the Moiite d'ln OlympidOj 
The Euiopi'dii, t'ytn- w.iy, e m si li ■diiluil 
lor the C’l.ind lloisi m bni’iiiigliarn 'in 
luiy 11 I’ti, in If ad nl li'iohl*'d P’oliinii 
I pinyed wtii livin.i in il.o luj’ly burly ,,t 
the till) f’f ilip M'liii . L.l'.ti ' i”^i'rit a hltle 
'/rhile dno and w.iti Imd hi.ii Jo A- II on 
ttie lollowinq l.iU' ilul 'Uinv.) 

4 ' J 

''/ f* / 4 

1.^1 A 11 2 

4 At- 


4 r. fi 2 N 9 w 

r j f. < ;• ' ' A 

A .1 y ^ ^ -s' 

40 y I s 4'' 

I k A 8 / II 
•'’ I'l-ns 

C' V fl s J 
4 I B / 1 J 

Nuith dealt d* lo',.s .di unii f'n 
bid'.liiKi 

SsMTH /.Lbl NflfiTII 


4 in s 1 

I A Ij |n 'J r. 
sl' I, 1'l I .1 


1 4 
4 4 

West'i 

partner 


r.ts. 

irir, .viin 


NflhTtI 

<4 

r4 

d (loud 


Aniiandu Bhattacharya, Maligaon. 

Q. Who holds the record of hitting max¬ 
imum number of sixes in Tests'? 

A W R Hammond of England, who hit 10 
sixes in hts score of 336 n o against New 
Zealand at Auckland m 1932-33 

S.Vankateun, Trtchy. 

Q. When, where and against whom did 
Vivian Richards make his Test debuf? 
A. In the first Test against India at Banga¬ 
lore in 1974-75. 

Blvath Kumar Banarlaa, Ambagan. 

Q. What are the dates of birth of D.R-Had¬ 
lee and R J Hadlee*? 

A. D R Hadlee was bom on 6.1 1948 and 
R J Hadlee on 3 7 1951 


anj F.ist's 1u was pinned Noa a trump 
to Iht) Aro /I/-1,'. tollowerl by lunning 4 ^ 
toi Ea'.t to luH On the lead ot 'i? 0, 
living (.without dny tnimps lott) ducaided 
.8 diairriiul ta-jl r<iighi tuivc continued 
I'f-riit'. I'-no -ittl, yv'out /.')(.;/)/ hav*' ovei- 
tak-d ti dmw dummy's last trump hwo 
oil', but I fist ;.wil( lit-d to diamonds and 
oudut niy bcurh h.id Id tni ks 
I Mi'd Hii' pi ly ij( Hit' I lub i.uit a splen 
■I'll pi'.' u il 'ippo'tuni.sm 
Last week's quiz. At game al' in Ipanr. 
pi.iy yo'i t'l'lo 4 J y b 1’ 0 / 6 2 4 K 0 
.1 lb y b rtii piobIctTi wa'. -Afbether you 
bh'i'ii 1 'i;iHi, the bidd'iirj with three-club.s 
oi 'lut, c'-id wtiethf-i your opponents' 
bidoing pvth'.d'. miphl influence you 
I lie liiil-p.i'ce w.is .soiTiPThiny ot a r* d 
lii'innu. I'm atiaid, I vvuuld nevei cipeii a 
three Old vulnei.ii'li' witri only a six card 
suit 0,1 s'lpip hands niy decisiori to 
Iir" I irif.t O' pa's migt-t be aflected hv 
tti" rth'iity ol my left-hand oppoii'-nt to 
rlnutiii loi tiiisiiii'-'.s lathi'i than take-out, 
but ii'it on Ihis liuiidl 
This week's quiz. A ii-aJt'i asks "Is >1 
silly I') give- up the prusperfs ol run 
pp'idltie'j and play the double ot a pre 
.-mpt've bi'd loi take .jut?" 


9 Chess 


ms., 

tit in he. 


partner'', nearts, wa . [u ihap-. a little loke 
but it lalip'l me ml" iiiakiiiQ an anti 
.‘.y.'iteni r.ii.i I'l two spafie-j vntn only 
ttiiee card .uppo t 

/vgainsi loin ' pade. West led a low hea-t 
and Irvinij nirti-d He lonno.ieo with a 
low jpado and when dimniw's Uuecn 
was allowed to tmla ruff'-d anottu-f heart 
in hand I tmn, rpiMemoe'inp West's 
no truirip b'd, came 4 -i We^t covered 


111'' suduer. Iinish to the game giveri 
lirl.'w I nke- a good si'quel to ttie one ot 
a tuiti'i ;hl epo niushaling th( I'leme o' 
uipi''. ' III 1 tie I tie neat tartical blow 
ffhii ti kno k, Blfu k out was piohaiiiy 
'ivf 'l■lol'eu by h'in and most ot the spot 
I'di'i;., t'ut th" winnei had no doubt seen 
ttie pn .-.itiility in advaiv e Indeed, it I 
hi.uv' Hi'ti '1 .Mr., lie .aw the combination 
no -nei" ttian .i logn al inea-is ot 
, .pi'iitni.g til . pii at po'-.itio'ial advantage. 
' '--I.',I ,linq III th" - eperioi pawn stioi luie 
i.'i.l Kiiigiit ag.jinst a 'tiad' Bishop At 
.J .iiM 111' I ,1 qla'ice tno Hi;,hop did nut 
i' 'il- il .I'l I It, h"ing posted command 
I.' pv III the ' p'liu and ..upported on both 
,i'1p. I'/ p'jv/ii'. However, the pawns 
v."i, I ol.ded, whii h iiiuant that the 
.'I rill • 'mni"'!iately in front ot them 
i.'Vriih s ijH'l .aid K 4 l were very vulner¬ 
able .11.1 ' un-.i'piently Black's central 
loi"i..h"ii Hiked rleohility hir. Bishop 
..I'Uld !'e .l'■s■.'l^l"d ns looterl to the spot 
Wiiii-- 11 gran Patrosian; (llark Borislav 
Ivko-f. Oiii'i' iianibii lie.linniJ, Semi Slav 
Urleii'e (r'j(|f .laaa USSR Mah h, Ibslic, 
W/<) 1 

1P-04, P-Q4; 2P-QB4. P-QB3 

3 K* KBS. Kt - R3: 4 P - K3. P - K3 
S B-03, 0Kt-02: CQKt-02, P-B4 
7 P-QKO. P^KKtS 

lakeri tooelhi-i black's last two riiovus suopest 


Jtyintl -Suii, Durgipur. 

Q. How many Test centunes AavB tjgen 
hit by Alvin Kaliicharran of West Indies? 
A. Twelve 

Krishna Pndhan, Maids, Bansbart. 

Q. What Is the bowling record of SIkander 
Bakht? 

A. 20 Tests, 3,865 balls, 115 maidens, 
1,909 runs, 58 wickets, 32.91 average 3 
times, 5 wickets m an innings, once over 
10 wickets in a match 
Q. When, where and against whom did 
Gavaskar make his first century in Tirst- 
dass cricket? 

A. 114 for Bombay vs Rajasthan at 
Bombay in 1969-70 in the Raiyi Trophy 
final 


too ambitiuuk an approach 7 B - K2 would 
luvu avoided the coming trouPlos on the 
KHI ORb diagonal 

80-0, B-Kt2; 0B-R3, P-Kt3 

lOBPaP.KtxP; 11Kt-K4,0-0 
12R-B1, P-B4; 13KI-eo, 0-K2 

14KtxB, QRxKt; 1SR-K1. K-R1 
16P-K4, PxKP; 17BXKP, Kt-BS 
10R-B2,Q-B3; 10 P x P, Kt x BP 

20 B X Kl, P X B 

v-Vliile -. piisili'inal pmssiirc iia', l.ei'ii lijn 
lornif'd iiitij a pi-rmaiipnt ad', jmauH Blai k haa 
'■ 1 ^ 11 . 0 . rowii wiakiii’ssB.s 

21 R - B4, IQ - Kt7; 22 O - BZ, Q x Q 

23BxQ,B-OS; 24K-B1.P-K4 

25 B - K4, K - KI2; 20 R - B2, QR - Q1 
27 P-KO, Kt-04 

Peiliap'., Black .huolil -i.ivo tijiJ - i ki ■ i In, 
Knight on Ih" 'cai'J ni i.iiiiT to protiil the 

Wf-lkl-ltPd while S'l,J.IIi'S 

ZSBxKt, RxB: 20K-KtZ, K-B3 

.30KI-O2. R-QKI1; 31 Kt-B4,R-Kt5 
32R-02. R-Kt27 

fills lri„s .It oil'e On the .I'hei band, it i'. 
haul 1 .1 lind ii re i'. jii.ilili alle’nahvi- 

33 Kt - K3, R(Q4) - Q2; 34 Kt - Kt4ch. K - B4 
35 R x B I, Rosigns 

lithe R.ink Is c.ipl.irei. 'I is in Iwo 

Compatition G48S. SolutiuM nesl week 
Wi n k 


lat. 

t't m ri 

'i. fcl-'?-' . 



While 

While lo play and win Giade 4 (hard) l-rive'. 
ol J,10 loi the first three coirnct solutions 
M'lid yours, on a oos/iari/ lo Chess Compel 
tioii G48&, Thf Sunday 12 Coley Slreol, 

London WC99 9YI. by July 4 

Solution to 6404 (Rogoff-Portioch, BUI, 
1070). (Srkl /I ppl R1 p1/p2p1rq1/P2P3p/1 PI P4/ 
0Rb/SP1P/4O1KB-Black to play.) ihi 

Hu'iij.man grandmaster produced the pretty 
thrust 32 P - R51, and after 33 R « KtPeh 
(also quit' hopeless was 33 R * 0, RxRch, 
34 H K,I2. RxBch, 35 K-R1, R(Kf7) x BP 
eh ). K X R While resigned 
Problem No 1150. Sulution next week 
W. E. Perry (becoiid Piui, Brooklyn Chess 
(hronule, 1886) (2N282 / 4p3 / R1p5 (3k2Kt/ 
2p1b1Nt/2P3R2/SO2/8-0 white men; S 
black). White to play and male in Iwo moves 

Solution to No 1140 (Barnra). (KIBbIBQR/ 
7b/R3pn2,'Sr1k/7p/0pN/0P1/0-malo In two.) 

1 0 X P {throat 2 0 x Rl, (a) 1 R B8, 2 
0 B7,(h)l. R -Kkt4, 2KI B4, (r) 1 
Kt-02,20-KKtb. (dll K Kt3,2 0-K8, 
(e) I K -KI6. 20-K2 
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"Limited Overs Cricket calls for an 
eagle eye and sharp reflexes . makes you 
a more adventurous cricketer..." 

L «- ^ v.-^ 

Apt Wac(t>k.3i 



The House of Wills proudly presents 

WILLS TROPHY'81 

Limited Overs Cricket Iburnament 


The leather hunt is on again 
Now the willow is at once a 
rapier and a biuadsword Cutting, jjH 
slicing, heaving Cricket at its 
exciting best Cricket that keeps 
the turnstiles clicking and JmE 

spectators applauding All the 
superstars in action Pitting their ^ 

craft against the wiliest bowlers 
and the most fleet footed fielders in 
the land Tins is Limiteo 
Overs Cricket Limitless enjoyment \ 
with never a dull moment 

Will Wills XI do it again? 

Last year's Wills XI baiely scraped 
through in a cliffhangcr of a final 
Come September the battles start .g 

anew With each team vying for I 
honours in the country's ■ 

premier Limited Overs . M 

Tournament For each team .' 
a test of skill and stamina 
But improvisation will win 
the day as it always has / if J 


» K 



Tnat elusive spark of genius that surfaces 
when It IS needed most - that iiiiplayable 
ball, that impossible catch, that breathtaking 
Unforgettable moments 
Only instant cricket can jirovide this 
Itjr Fount) in the Series, the highly popular Wills Trophy 
Tournament will star all the game's current celebrities 
—Test and Ranji Trophy stars - so the teams will be 
evenly balanced And the sparks will really fly 

Bumper Prizes 

' Winning Team. Rs 6,000 Runners-up Rs 3,000 
I Semi Finalists. Rs 1,200 each 

L Plus ‘Man of the Match' Award for each match 




Limited '< 
Overs Cricket 
Limitless enjoyment i 
From Wills # 
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y\ 










STAGE 

MATCH NO. 

DATE 

VENUE 

TEAMS 

Quarterfinals 

1 

Sep 30 

Indore 

Bombay vs Haryana 


2 

Sep 30 

Nagpur 

Hyderabad vs Bengal 


3 

Sep 30 

Jaipur 

UP vs Board President's XI 

Semifinals 

4 

Octi 

Indore 

Wilis XI vs Winner of (1) 


5 

Oct 2 

Jaipur 

Winner of {2} vs Winner of (3) 

Final 

6 

Oct 4 

Kanpur 

Winner of (4) vs Winner of (5) 



I iMliAIIMlSMOFrfil. 

IliMilii'KIrtttilt 


. CIGARETTE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 


Ibdays taste-glrer. 
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'Letters to the Editor 


Unsportsmanlike 


I N accusing Gavaskar as 
the coup leader to oust 
Bedi from Test cricket, the 
latter m his interview with 
Wadhwaney, (“A conspiracy 
was hatched against me”) 
has succeeded only in mak¬ 
ing a loud noise and nothing 
else He could not answer 
the question—“Did Gavas¬ 
kar get Bedi axed?" 

Firstly, the contention 
that Bed] was forced out of 
the team when he still had 
plenty of guile left in him is 
open to question We can 
remember how in 1975 the 
last wicket of Sri Lanka 
pan- - David Heyn and Daya 
Sahabandu—frustrated the 
efforts of the Indian trio 
which included Bedi, for 
over two sessions of a day’s 
play in Hyderabad 
Then again, during the 
197(i senes against England, 
Bedi spent himself bowling 
mammoth stmts without 
making much impact Final 
Iv, we had the bitter experi¬ 
ence of getting routed at the 
hands of the Pakistanis, 
whom the Indian bowlers 
led by captain Bedi could 
not bowl out even once The 
Pakistanis simply annihi¬ 
lated the Indian spinners 
with Bedi being the pi incip- 
c.l casualty 

I'nable to improve his 
game. Bedi put up a poor 
show again in 1978/79 
against the West Indians on 
then tour of India. Laiei in 
the season, an injury put 
him out of domestic cricket 
When he recovered, he still 
proved ineffective in the 
Ranji matches 
Yet he was chosen foi the 
England tour in 1979 I'he 
interviewer has given Bedi’s 
“fairly successful” bowling 
figures of the entire tour 
but shrewdly r“frained from 
quoting that Bcdi's Test pet- 
foimances gave him a 
meagre seven wickets in 
three Tests So when it was 
proved a second time that 
the once-gieat spinner had 
become a shadow of his pre¬ 
vious self It was certain that 
he would have to make way 
for someone else One fails 
to understand how his ex¬ 
clusion from the team on 
returning home tan be cons- 
ideied as shabby treatment 
to Bedi 

The writer also states that 


Gavaskar was uneasy in the 
company of senior players. 
If this IS true, then how is it 
that Prasanna, the senior- 
most player of the 1976 Indi¬ 
an team that toured New 
Zealand, felt thoroughly 
happy with Gavaskar as the 
stand-in skipper at Auck¬ 
land'^ Prasanna wrote in his 
autobiography that Gavas¬ 
kar handled him and others 
like Chaiidrashekhar and 
Venkatraghavan with re¬ 
spect and won the match by 
.sheer team spun 

Wadhwaney goes even 
further to say that Gavaskar 
"stabbed Bedi in the back” 
though he dues not seem to 
have even a shred of evi¬ 
dence to piovc his allega¬ 
tion 

In fact, instead of high¬ 
lighting the memorable 
spots of Bedi's truly glorious 
career, Mr Wadhwaney has 
turned what should have 
been a farewell tribute to 
Bedi into an unsavoury 
piece of journalism. 

S D MULYE, 
Bombay. 

BISHAN BEDI’S inteiview 
with K R Wadhwaney was 
very interesting but at the 
same time made very pain¬ 
ful reading Interesting it 
obviously was, but painful 
because it gave graphic de¬ 
tails of the sufferings of a 
gallant and talented criike- 
ter like Bedi who has done 
so much fui the cause of 
Indian ciickei He was a 
fightei--supreme both on 
and off the cricket ground-- 
wheie he took it upon him¬ 
self to ptoteci t’li profes 
sional inietest‘ of his fellow 
players It was under his 
leadeiship that team-spint 
was developed in Indian 
cricket and that the nation¬ 
al eleven started playing as 
a ream instead of a mete 
collection ot li individuals 

lintoitunatelv, it was his 
zeal to tight against injus¬ 
tice that led him to conflict 
with every single authority 
he had to deal with—the 
County of Northampton¬ 
shire. the Bnatd of Control 
for Cricket in India and the 
Delhi and District Cricket 
Association 

However, it is most unbe¬ 
coming of a playei ol Bedi’s 
stature to nit out at his 



























Becmise only 
Palmolive Shave Cream 
has SGL-4 for rich 
'Moisturized Lather' to 
soften the toughest beard. 


Palnohve Shave Cieam has exclusive 
ingredient SGL-4. It gives you rich 
Moisturized Lather' that stays moist 
through the shave This softens 
the toughest beard, and your razor 
glides smoothly. You get 
the most comfortable close shave. 


De-Luxe Lather Lemon-Fresh 
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colleagues even if his grie¬ 
vances are sometimes 
enuine. This is likely to 
estroy the very edifice of 
team spint which he did so 
much to build up. Every 
genuine sports-lover would 
wish that retired and emi¬ 
nent cricketers like Bishan 
Bedi would refrain from 
damaging the cause of crick¬ 
et in India by indulging in 
personal attacks, which at 
times come close to mud- 
slinging. 

R K KHANDELWAL, 
New Delhi 

Worthwhile? 

T he observations of for¬ 
mer Olympians, Chuni 
Goswami and P K. Banerjee 
regarding the Mohun 
Bagan-East Bengal match 
were worth reading While 
FK rates Xavier Pius, who 
scored the winning goal, as 
the most dangerous forward 
in the country. Chum thinks 
that he is a player who hard¬ 
ly mispasses A real tribute 
to a good player who has 
improved a lot and has been 
called to do duty for the 
country for the Merdeka 
Tournament 

PK, a good coach and a 
keen observer of the game, 
by way of conclusion feels 
that the standard of Indian 
football leaves much to be 
desired and adds that every 
third pass is a mispass This 
IS indeed a sad commentary 
on our soccer 
JK V ANANTHAK- 
RISHNAN, 
Trivandrum. 

APROPOS of Chum Gos- 
wami’s article on the Mohun 
Bagan-East Bengal League 
tie, 1 have a couple of 
observations to make In 
clubbing Majid with Surajit 
Sengupta, Md. Habib, 
Sudhir Karmakar and 
Shyam Thapa, he has re¬ 
vealed his ^eer ignorance 
about the Iranian’s age Mr 
Goswami, has in the past, 
spoken deprecatingly of Ma¬ 
jid in an article published in 
your weekly. Majid’s calibre 
or the lack of it, may be 
commented on by the erst¬ 
while superstar, but the for- 
mer’s age is incon- 
trovertible. 

Secondly, he puts Subrata 
Bhattacharya “miles ahead” 
of Monoranjan Bhat- 
tachaiya in positional play 
One has to swallow this with 
more than a pinch of salt. 
Monoranjan has been strid¬ 
ing the Calcutta Maidan 
like a colossus 
CHJRANJIT BANERJEE. 

Darjeeling. 


FT is high time the offi¬ 
cials of East Bengal realise 
that matches cannot be won 
with the help of outstation 
players They should start 
thinking at once about the 
local players they will take 
on next year. Outstation 
players do not feel for the 
side and they have the au¬ 
dacity to insult the coach 
They should be sacked at 
once. 

SHYAMAL BHAT¬ 
TACHARYA, 
Nagpur 

CONGRATULATIONS to 
the players of Port Trust 
and especially Shekhar 
Chakravarty, who scored 
the goal that helped his 
team win against East Ben¬ 
gal. They really deserve 
praise for their efforts 
DIPAK KUMAR MRIDHA, 
24-Parganas 

Inn? 

R on HENDRICKS’ arti- 
cle in the July 1 issue 
may not be liked bv many 
but what he has indicated is 
the truth Mr Ullal Rao is 
the best starter, at piesent, 
in the country 1 have run ! 
under him as an athlete and i 
have been associated with | 
him as an official since j 
1971. He IS the founder of 
the Athletic Official Board, 
India, which has inoie than 
400 active qualified officials 
as members and which un¬ 
fortunately, has vet to be | 
recognised by the parent j 
body, AAFI This board was 1 
formed with a view to assist ' 
the AAFI for conducting t 
National ChampionshipN | 
KC PARIJA, ! 
Jt. Secretary, AOB 1 

RON HENDR1CK,S' ] 
assessment of athlet cs star- i 
ters in India is very wrong 
and he has unnecessarily 
given undeserving import¬ 
ance to Ullal Rao of Bom¬ 
bay, the reason being that 
he comes from Bombay also. 

The position of the starter 
in athletics is very technical 
in nature and requires ex¬ 
pert opinion The fore¬ 
runners in starting are the 
late Dr Hawards along with 
A. C. Das, Jal Pardiwala, A 
B Krishnaswamy and S 
Alfred. According to Pardi¬ 
wala, the starters of merit at y 
present are D Dev, Amiya * 
Mukherjee, Shehnev and 
Karunakar. Please do not 
influence the AAFI or the i 
Asian Games Committee 
with statements that are far 
from true. 

Z. IRANI, 
Bombay. 




The Sporting Life 


Ben Tempkt'rO <ii<J Turn (tinnan 


TACT AND GRACE 

Norfolk; It's easier to teach Russian to an American or 
Engh'sh to a Russian than to explain to either'what happens 
in a game of cricket Now that the Aussies are in England all 
kinds of anecdotes are making the rounds The tourists' first 
game was the traditional ‘garden party' fite at picturesque 
Arundel against an English side raised by Lavinia Duchess of 
Norfolk whose late husband loved the game ardently Once 
while he was batting, his butler served as umpire The old 
duke was run out by a mile and the butler had to give his 
decision to the now narroweyed Duke There was a deatniy 
pause till he took a deep breath and announced in customary 
fashion "His Grace is not in”' 

HIS WICKET WAYS 

London: The arrival of the Australian Test side in England 
raised the temperature of novelist broadcaster Meivyn Bragg 
who admits that the lust to beat the Pommies bites in very 
deeply His involvement embarrassed him no end on a 
previous Australian tour of England After England was 
defeated, Bragg had a round of drinks with some friends and 
later went for a movie with his wife, which he slept through 
When his wife prodded him awake, he shouted to the hushed 
audience ‘Bloody Aussies'" 

HEADING FOR A HIT 

Hamburg. Soccer idol Kevin Keegan has made his fust 
popular repord and it’s gone to his head The striker's new 
goal (gold'?) is to score a chart buster which would be a pretty | 
fancy feat for the maestro of fancy footwork But Keegan ; 
who's always on song for his club Hamburg knows his show j 
biz career could well ta‘'e an early bath | 


GIRLS PEV/EE SOFTBALL LEAGUE f| 

PIMAL m 



^ JUST eoTTA eer some 



MY F/J?S7HUSBAhJP COUUDhl'r SBRVE, MY 
SecONP HU6BAND PIOH'T HAVE A NET 
GAME, AND MY PRESENT HUSBAND HAS 
A HORRIBLE BACKHAND/ I MAY NSNBR , 
WIN THE MAf^RlED COUPLES TOURNAMENT/t 


"AH JUST might have WHAT 
Y'ALL LOOKIN' FOR... // 























Sportswortd Exclusive 


The paradox of Kerala sport 

ASHOK KAMATH 


I I i\i‘H ro n!iinini 4 iL> tht' mosi 

1 ()IIs^.l(>u^’ slate m [lit court 
i lt^ tint.II till' \fjtt would >>0 to tht? 
I st.iti lit Ki'tala (Jill' host's this 
I (il),t-i V at loti OIL two eiiipitic para- 
i 'iieifis Otif till- level ol paiticipanl 
' iinolM'itieiit 111 sptuts and. two, the 
! d'-ciit 'll spettatoi ititeiest in .spoils 
; While It riia\ he ditlitult, il nut 
iinpossihle, to i onipuie the paiticipant 
liltol'.etiieiit in tiirtoiis spotting disci- 
phiii s III Ketaia and tuinpaie it with 
oiliet Slates, the eMsienee ot a vetv 
detiiiiti ■s[)oir< Liiltiire’ is identihable 
iti this state this is not something that 
can hi s.iicl ot main oihei states in the 
I loiinns 

! One supposes that in deteimining 
I lilt c|ualii\ and level ot this nebulous 
concept called sports culture, one has 
I to go liv pointers such as tile geiietally 
I high atti’iidaiue at spoils meets held 
111 Keiala tiom tiiiii- to time and also 
' Its n Ml c I ion in the v in ei age accoi ded 
I til 'ports in the Hiass media of the 
I M.ilavalaiii langiiagt 

j It is ni oersonal land peihaps vciv 
' 'milted I ohseivdtioii that the' cove tage 
I 111 spoils events and sportsmen in the 
I VI nmciiiai dailies and inaga/ines of 
i Mils ^tati’ IS t.ii better than that in 
' mam oihei s'aics West Bengal is 
i piiihablv one -.laie which would iiin 
' Keiala close on this score, hut even 
j iheie, the leadership inteiesi is ton 
fined n. Calcutta in the mam and, 
! senii-iiihan area' of that state, unlike 
i Keiala 


Again, the aveiage atiendaiice at. 
sav a national level athletic competi 
lion in Palcii oi (.liiilon m anv othei 
suh-utban p>nt of Keiala state is riiiich, 
much, highet rliait that wiinessed m 
inan> otliei st.ite capitals. Ic-.ise alone 
moftusil centies This is certiiinlv oiii* 
pointei to the high level ot sports 
tonsciousne's m tins state ft rtia.v he 
woith tec ailing that to date no seiiioi 
national iSantosh Itophv) toothall 
rouirianient. not even the ones held m 
Calcutta, has diavMi the aggiegaie 
attendance witnessed ai the Calcutta 
iiancmals lout veais iigo 

One IS tc'nimded ol a tongue-in 
cheek comment made hv a Tiivandiii 
mile letentlv ‘The average Kcialiti 
IS so inlete.stecl in spoils that even li 
two chaps were to pick tip a fight on 
this stieet cornel within a matter ol 
niinures the v will arti ac t a laige c tovsd 
of intetested spei itilois m anticipa'mn 
ol the sheet cicaiions tin ill ol watch 
mg a baiekiiiickled hosing contest ” A 
mildlv iheroru suirmse hut not sets 
wide oti the niaik. Mu' one 

Spnits in Keiala -hntli m feints ot 
paiticipant and spectatc.t mtc'iest has 
generally fnllnwtd two delinite pat 
tents one has hecii the high popnlai 
ity ol spoil in two ol its most pi istttir 
lornis, nameh, athletics and aciuatics. 
and conversely, the lelaiice uiipopii 
larity of three non Olympic sports, 
namel-v, cricket tennis and table 
tennis 

LShaiing the popularitv i baits with 
athletics and acjuatics are, not neces 


'.aids in this oiclei. loolhall. solleyliall 
and basketh.ill Ileie again, the ‘non 
elitist’ Tieiicl nil'-, tliioiigh these three 
disc'iphiies IJie relative ‘ distaste” iif 
one mas he pet muted to use that 
termi fot cliiisi sports like ciickc't 
tennis and table tennis onlv reflects 
the eaiihiness ol sjicuts in Keiala as 
d(>es till pieclilei HUM loi basic spoits- 
loims like .iililt'Cics .irid acipiatiis 

for the last tew \t-.iis, Keiala has 
been iirodui mg I'loniising swimmers 
who have made a nanu'm tii*' national 
scene To iiainc a let', theie is Wilson 
Clieiian. who holds a n.i'ioiiii ic'coid 
in the h.lt ksttol.i etent I hi'ii i note ll 
Rahil and Maclhas .ulas 1 he women too 
.lie lOiiiing nji, hul ate vet 'o make 1 
deni III Me n.il iou.il si t lie 

I'tlc logli al e\ttils|-iii Ilf till, plie- 
nunieniin ol veil heme ai the suh- 
limiot .ind iiiiui'i li\ejs would K.ive 
bed. mipiesc'd I'c' loi nt ifK " , u ire 
senioi level i>\ei tin veais ll'ii this 
has noi csai'M IfOii'iii. in Ki t.il,-s 
(..ise And I'.i' ' oii<' III 'll' "I. e 
paiacloxi's III K'-i . 1 ) s|>eimd.is VI I s 
IS there .1 g.iii 1)1 I wi I I) I iih iinniiiiul 
ot some 111 It iiiii'iii >|<()i I'h,i\ aii'i 
gills and linu I'eio'i.i! I < .ilis.i'i.ni ; 
upon giac'uilint, i i tin .• lOi ■ ariks ' | 
V\ hv IS the 'iiilapt mm I,lilts nut di 'ip- | 
out tale s,i high vis.ists Ke'.il.i s | 
-.pot IspeKipli, ' 111'. IS 'til I'.ri a' paia | 
(ins fit K.'i.ili. slid':' 1 111,IS ] 

On a leieiit sf.il to I’l is.iiviiim 'tie j 
chscovc'iecl that .i ci'iam .mi.nint of ; 
tethinkiiig and iritio'i.e.i.ini iiavt | 








1.1.. >. . |i 1 1 1, •. 1 . (Ml I "1 itu*- 

i \ I’ntl' tll< (.111 lilt. 

I mil ■ H'li 1 ll.l' 111 ' ■! i >klIl!-‘ siM|lt .Hill 
j tl ii hi' 'ii't' 'n' .■ I Hillll' It lllll'l- 

. , ■ I' ' 11 ' i( ir'i’' '111 . ‘Ill i;.iii l'< 

j I .tl I i I.. 1.1 I’ 'I ' I fii 1 ' ii 'I'.'iii 11 .mJ 

I ill'll ,1| .[-.i -in. , I 'I _ ' i'll' Slipi'l 

. >' ' I ' il t .‘Mii Hill'll .11 ri'.c 

h '1.1 li ' I . 111'..;. . I.' ll'.'Wif Ilf 

; .;•|||'■.^l. 1 'll' ' '. I 111 II'•'111 L1 11 Jill 

I tl. Ill' lil-i .1 I'll ullll(is ilMlI '•kill 

'• 1" I'll I II "I , .'111 . I .' 1' I hi i.K k .ll J 

I •! ’fill"' h. ' .ll. I 111 .11 111 I'l .J’lii I t VI Ills 
I I !u’ iil'i'i I'll. I' i>iii'i!s t.iiiii lilt' 
{ 1),'.1'. "! . I'lii j'l I'l.'. I 'i! St .id I b\ I I'f 

I I t'l I III!\ ‘ ■' ii'i 1 ' IS' 1.11 ' 'll Hr N-isiii 1.1 

I Hillin' “sill HI , ' 1'ill'it'i ' K^i \.ii\l' Jiid 

Mill I’l i. 'll itiis ll , 1 'iiiltii'i in 


ll ii'stnii, (111 .1 i' 111’ in' 111)’ itir I i.iluj 
tiiiii (ll |)!i\’ill'll.ll. ps\ihii)i'j.’ii.i! 
'Hill ('.iviiiiii'iii''i'.ii I'litiii'i I flail'd 1(1 
the tiaitifis I'l till' C, \ K.iia Spans 
.'m lid'll I'lil I'l" ' p.ii 1 ' (In isi HI (ll sM itn 
iniiii. i! ’ in .mill. II! 

S IM vKlNi. 1" .1 1.1 'it !m I il.i Si.iu 
.Sp'.it 1 'i.jiii 1 I'l.nliL-i m I'm .111 
(Ifurn. 'iiic pill .. i.iilu'i .iliii mini’ pit 

tlito .ilioiit ifil.iii' danpcinils lu mi, n. 
Kfi.il.i sfi'iits li'd.iv dll" is tills (ij/f 
inpii'diKi ili.iinpi'i'is i.\i iim;ln W’nh 

I'Miuis' K, 4 >f< t.ii.ll-, III dip pumped I'lto 
Ki'iat'i 'Puli' .111111'.(lly via the spcirs 
tuiiiR'l, evil Mint' ,s I iinri'i IK (I ahout 
sliiKMiif.’ I'l,tain te'.ulis And the 
• (i.ittit's (1)1" '('(ike 1.1 IkiiK'siIv LiHites 
sfil tli.n t!u pn ssiii'i III 'sliiivi lesults 
li.is /.nen hinli in a new set nt piocii 
•-lous spill isi-hildifii wild nppt'ji (in 
the hoi 1700 like mcteois and dis¬ 
appear in the same fashion 
— .This is reflarfed in rhw f^il jUi',. 


I 

I 


! 


'-Illmine .It the jiiinoi level and rhe 
leliilivt .ilisfiH'' (if II at rhe senior 
Il'Sl 1 

Il vill iidi tie I'lii Id uanie the 
(d.u Ill's in ipii'siioti hi't some of theii 
1 lews ail ivoitil I (insideinip Said one 
i'i.kIi, ‘ Ydii see K'e hate this ptoiiletn 
111 h.u nip Id mill eut instant iham- 
pidlls VShi'l! I II.(Ill .1 set lit kids iindei 
itf (! y Fi.ii.i 'ipdiis .Siliiio! stlifirie 
.md till \ pel til nen In dtie of the hit at 
SI hddls, till' (|ii' stidii ) am invariabK 
.isked 1 ' ‘ IJ'iM lift toui waids 

iieau'iiI hcittme, it is natuial that 
I lie aiei.ipe id.it ll pdf in l.ii heavy 
I'ldvt' id' 111, ti.iiiiees I hate Id sas this 
lull 'he Kill I'l ill.II III the piott'Ss we 
an siuiili'ip till SI siiuiip hoys and pit Is 
In in ’’I« '1 k iiip ihtm " 

''I'hi iii..i!' .iiipli'niiiuletlK lieiietes 
that the 1 .ii'iiip lulls .nu< pii Is under his 
iliaipe miisi aihic'i' m;) leie! pei 
toini.imes III i*ie shditfst piissible 
miK .i.id In ilii'it'tdie tnerdiies the 
i\ I'k still' Idle' Tilt tii't iesiili IS ih.il 
i\e h.ne souiip hiiv. .md puls whfi 
sl’iiiii Mi'.i ii.unin.d piiimiiK-nte snd 
lii iih .iiid lilt nise ifu'v ‘peak’ eailv. 
il.ei l.idi mil t.isi J'hiis in terms nl 
eiaduaiK uiiildinp up ina sptiitskids 
wi'hniilu'ii li'nit.itidiis (.1 api' phssit 
al .inil nii'iii.il siimime, ne aie iivinp 
In pidd'Jte i\hi/ kids 

"■Nrinheie is this plieiidintiium so 
.iiiiu -I' II is in Kei.il.i 'Ihis is tlie 
same ihnip that is liappeninp in a 
tdiiiiin like hast tleimanv In iiiifina 
iional t'ompetmons ymi suddenlv tiear. 
ot tecn.ipe athlerit sujieisiars, swim¬ 
ming -supeistdi s, gymnastic superstat s, 

l%*i* *• *• 


betause they peaked tiv) eaih 
Aruither ( nai li explained 'liii "\ii 
vvoik’ svtidionif m leirns ut iln v.'-.pt't 
tidininp lump imparted in siUi 1 > 
veai-dltls Sfinils niedu iiie I'p".;' 
have proved ih.n loo niiu li v.'i.'lii 
riaiiiinp at eaiK apes i.iii ti.ne .-i 
veil hanntiil eltnis Itie I'lb ■-■jiiai 
fd! (‘xample, is dieiddm l'\ .k ' 
enthiisiasiu t d.iclies 

Any exmise wnli .i In i<! ivlii. !i 'ii 
\ dlvi s He\mp III the knei lnmdi' :ii in 
a Ml) degree .mglt li.id' to i!i'’iii'. 
actnidinp to l)i Mall uim ''iii 1 '. 
kiidiis his iinidii' il'ii/.iiit si el" l'■..lt 
tilU'ied ('ll! cl Mitii'i s ii.l.imii'i N.i. i 
tom enti at ion i amps spe.ik ol .in din'd 
tethiiKjiie empidvil in (listin' i'" 
knees or h.ipli'ss ''iiiiiti' 

i'CH lethinkinp h.i .il'e li*'( n 
ddiit with leP'iid to the him'inn 
inp I'f the inuth t.iiked abdin C, \ 
Raja Sports Stliiml in Imam!'urn 
Coat lies .iridtht'd ro iht Keiala Sjx.rts 
Council and deputed te tin (_. V Rij.i 
Sports School .lie nni ''\.kiI\ liapfit 
I about the way ii is tunttidinnp 
. In y\hcn ilie spuits stlni'i' u.is 

I starred, tia.nees VM le Si b'tit (1 till h'e 
I disciplines (hoy, .md pii Is)-—.ithJi'lii s 
j basketball idllevb.ill li.ickti ,md 
I shuttle hadm.mon and tin ..iin 
I tinned i.ipacily nl tiP seat, ha b'lis 
I and halt that mimbei lot puls '-yen 
filled even ihouph some ol ilie .ipp!' 
cants well' not up to ihi iiiaik 

Oi late, more disci ction lias been 
applied m the seledion pioiediiii .md 
as a result, last year oiilv bait the 
sanctioned number of seats weie til- 

I .1 • ■ It 







sutficient nunibeis of fr.iinees 
I Jt i.s u moot question whether a 
i sports .school like the one at Trivan- 
I drum IS tnily juacticable Even 
I though, on pajiei at least, the sports 
school scheme should attract the hest 
of Keiala’s young talents, in reality it 
hits si'll Tilt liee ho.iiding,'lodging, 
acadr'init iiismu noii has not proved a 
strong enough hail to luie the cream of 
distnti and sthool level ptiloimeis m 
the Stall 

t’oai'ht s iu'’olve<l with the .spoils 
sthool opined that the mam leasoii foi 
poor ijualirv ol appluanis is that pa- 
; leiits aie mdifleienl to the idea of 
j then childieii taking to spurts at the 
I ostensible cost of their studies Even 
I though academits foim an integial 
I part of the spoils .school’s tuniculurn, 

I parents generally would like to .see 
I their sons and daughters beiome en- 
gineuis or dot tots and only secondari¬ 
ly. first late sportstars rather than 
] tirsi-rate spoits men women only 
I Anotliei reason indcnllfied is that 
I physical instructors .n various .n'hools 
I would like to retain iheie hest spot's 
1 me’ for ih>- nairnw minded objective 
I of winrimp sthool level competitions 
lathei ihan send them if> the spotts 
{ school foi specialised training 
1 Ovei the past lew years quite a 
' numhet ol women have lonie into the 
! national limelighi m aihleiics and 
I aquatics Relatively speaking, they 
1 have done much bettei than the men 
j from the Stale Efforts are under way 
I to de(crmiti»‘ the whvs and the whete- 
I fores of till' nhenomenon 
! I'he qiK'stiun involved does not 
I have a s*‘xist basis as one might seem 
' lo thinx. rhei e is no such thing as why 
Kei ala’s women aie doing hettei than 
j the men, i.ithei, the question being 
1 asked us that if the StaU‘'i women stars 
I tan do s'l well, in spile of themselves 
; and s.n lai haupops, why can the men 
not do equally well gu'‘ii the same 
I iiiti.isinulure, itaiiiirig methods and 
I encoiuagenienl 

I I’aii ot ilu aiiswei to lhai question 
' comes from the basii atiitode ot the 
1 avei.ige Malavalee woman itself Jr is 
' not Iji-ieithed to gciu'ialise and say 
' that the avetagi Koiala woman is tar 
less inliihittd than het sisteis iti many 
I othei .Stales (It is tot ihtsotial scien 
' lists to dflciminc whither tins has 
i ciiiything to do with the ixisttnte ol 
! the mattiauhal system ol Kerala 
I society ) 

I Taking pait in sports, uniscx sporis, 
I IS about the most natural thing for bei 
, Stic does not siitfer tiom .societal and 
I liometioiit psNcliological hangups I 
I am remmded ot a |Milicular observa 
I turn I made during j South Zone 
Intel uiiivei-iity volleyball cham 
pumship I witnessed in Madras some 
yeai s ago Calicut I'niversity was play 
iiig .Madias I’niveisily and one ot the 
thing'- tiuii sMuik me immediately was 
that wli’h- the talicut girls turned out 
Oil 'oiiii Miia'tlv dressed in the 
eminenilv tunniJiiai unisex “shoits’, 
! the Madias giiis stuck to the ‘femi- 
I nine’ .shoii skills One of the fallouts 
j v>as eveiy time a Madras girl went up 
I ai tfu* net to effect a spike, one arm 


would go for the ball while the other 
would be employed to make her bil¬ 
lowing short skirt behave properly.. 
Not only were the.se girls psychologi¬ 
cally inhibited but physically too 
The impact of a section of the 
ciowd watching this match on the 
contestants was also interesting De¬ 
spite the catcalls and wolf whistles 
when the “leg showing’’ Calicut girls 
took court, they ignored the jeers and 
settled down to play their game. But 
ilie Madias gills’ ballooning skirts “in- 
-stigated” the jeerers and as a xesult 
they came up against a b>g psycholo 
gical block and this told on their game 
The point one is trying to drive home 
via tins story is that the average Kera- 
lite woman is more liberated than her 
sisteis in many other parts of the 
counirv and this is reflected in some of 
then excellent performances in 
iiational level sports competitions 



l/Vilson Chenan — Kerala's backstroke expert 


T he domination of Kerala girls in 
arhletus today is remarkable At 
the last intei univei sities cham¬ 
pionship at Cwalior.it was they who 
held swav The oveiall women’s cham¬ 
pions wa* the Kerala University ream 
.ind the second place went to the giils 
tiom Caliiui i'niveisity Eighteen- 
vear-old Sicekumari Anima (of Calicut 
University) was the sprint double 
queen, winning both the short sprints 
III lecord tune She became the first 
woman to clock a sub-12 seconds tim¬ 
ing at the univetsity level 100 metres 
Some of the promising sprinters 
who surfaced at this meet include 
splinters Shirley Veighese and Lissy 
Veighe.se and among the ihrowung 
events the names of Philomena Tho- 
m.i. (shori jnitt) and Jolly Thomas 
i.laveliii) come to mind Both these 
girls were placed second and one 
should be hearing a lot about them in 
the neat future Then there is this 


young penthathlete Beena Sebastian 
who holds out a lor of promise. 

Coming to the last mter-Stare meet 
at Bangalore, who can forget the per¬ 
formance of P. T Usha and M D 
Valsamma? If Usha was the sprint 
queen and the fastest woman in the 
country today, Valsamma, till then a 
non entity, covered herself with glory, 
winning hve gold medals in all—400 
metres, 400m hurdles, lOOm hurdles 
and the two relays Valsamma was the 
individual women’s champ and there 
was the under-16 girls Sam Joseph 
(100 and 200m gold medallist) 

Then there was a grand record- 
establishing performance by Mercy 
Mathew (5.91m) in the long jump with 
teammate Molly taking the second 
position The sub-lh years girls’ 800 
metres gold medallist finished third in 
the-women’s 800m event which speaks 
volumes of hei potential The list can 
go on but It suffices in the pie.sent 
context of rectillmg some of the top- 
diawer peiformanies bv Kerala 
sportswomen 

With dll this, rheie is still .some¬ 
thing lacking It will he worth monitor¬ 
ing the peviormani cs of Kerala’s 
young sportspeople and finding out 
why the drep-our rate is so high Kera 
la in recent years has had very good 
junior level footballeis In tact, her 
sub-jumoi boys shaied the National 
title with Assam in Madia.s this year 
and the junioi boys were finalist'' 
(losing to Goal in the Juniot National 
.It Ernakulani Will these boys maiute 
to become a champion outfit at the 
senior level five veais hence"'' If the 
past IS any indication this is quite 
doubtful And this, as one said earlier, 
IS the great paradox of Kerala spurts 

With an annual budget of Rs 68 
lakhs, the Kerala Sports Council cov¬ 
ers each of the 12 distru ts in the State 
There are 102 KSC appointed coaches, 
seven deputed from the NIS. ai d 
another seven voluntaty coaches But 
there appears to be a sad lack of 
co-ordinat.on between the various 
bodies promoting sport in the State, if 
one goes b> what some of the coaches 
feel 

As one of them told us' “You .see, 
theie ate various bodies pulling in 
different directions and the absence of 
an apex body to co ordinate ail efforts 
IS felt acutely For example, the G V 
Raja Sport School is run by the De- 
pattmeiu of Public Instruction (DPI) 
The coaches, though, are supplied bv 
the sports council There is an acute 
lack of communication between the 
KSC and the DPI and no one really 
knows who he is answerable to Then 
there is the University Sports Board 
which IS a law unto itself and the 
various sports federations who are al.so 
laws unto them.selves There is too 
much duplication of work, clashing of 
calendars of sports competitions and 
generally things arc allowed to drift 
What is needed is an all-powerful 
controlling body at the apex of the 
pvramid—a body like a spoi ts directo- 
late This is .something Kerala State 
needs very badly. 

Wisif. wprds, these. 
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A uthoritarianism is out of 

fashion. It has no place in the 
administration of any sport The view 
that everyone has the right to a say in 
how his group is run is matched by the 
idea that each has a responsibility to 
see that it is well run Mutual motiva¬ 
tion IS essential tor success. 

The reionstituted Indian Hockey 
Federation, as readers of this column 
may or may not know, hinted at a 
dictatorial bias when it allowed its 
unanimously elected president, Inder 
Mohan Mahajan, to select his own 
team On paper, it would appear that 
the electorate abdicated the right of 
exercising Its fIanchise In actual fact, 
the office-beaiers weie chosen 
through con.sensus, an old Kamraj gim¬ 
mick 

Unfortunately, Mahajan, who has a 
good background to the game and its 
administrati(>n, has been so impressed 
by the autocratic Ashwini Kumar style 
of functioning that he is nor prepared 
to adopt anything short of a totaltta- 
I lan posture Some of his fellow office- 
beaiers have been needled by his 
imperious deiisions, That is not siir- 
I prising 

There were signs, as readers of this 
• column may or may not know, that the 
^ hand-picked IMP" ream was cracking at 
the seams Mahajan had not de¬ 
scended from the mountains with the 
stone tablets to impose Mosaic law 
upon the constituents of his federa¬ 
tion The progi amme he has fashioned 
IS not a precise blueprint or a panacea 
to propel Indian hockey towards a 
more secure and balanced future If 
^ anything, the preparation of the 
national repiesentative side tor the 
lifth Woild Cup in Bombay i.s drifting 
towards chaos 

But Mahajan knows how to ride 
Stormy seas. He is the master of the 
IHF mam He marshalled his resources 
cleverly at the IHF Executive meeting 
in New Df !hi His principal detractor, 
Phalguni Matilal (Railway Sports Con¬ 
trol Board), cunning for a showdown 
on the presidential abuse of democra¬ 
tic norms and principles, was isolated. 

Matilal wore a hang-dog express¬ 
ion, my spies—and I have the little 
blighters everywhere—tell me. His 
staunch .supporter, Kartar Singh, 
whom the IHF has agreed lo pay Rs 
l-ljOGO towards a to-be processed claim 
of Rs 40,000, had other fish to fry He 
was not on hand when Matilal needed 
him most Of course, Kartar is all too 
conscious of the fact that vote- 
collecting is an essential part of Maha- 
jan's mandarin nature. 

The situation called for the vuddle- 
of-the-road diplomacy of compromise 
A change in the personnel of the 
treasurership—and Prof. Gursewak 
Singh, my spies posted in North India 
tell me, was waiting in the wings to 
feturn to an office he adorned duriitg 


averted There was a good deal of 
plain speaking, man t<>-man stuff wmle 
healthy teeth bit into tandooried 
drumsticks But we will soon find out if 
the executive has managed to clip 
Mahajan’s autocratic wings Pray, 
don't go into a flap bothering about it 
An eight-nation tour of Europe in 
30 odd days That’s the autumnal ex¬ 
perience to which the Indian hockey 
team—and there are no real surprises 
in the final choice—will be exposed in 
its preparation for this winter's fifth 
World Cup The tourists will play 
warm-up and full-scale international 
matches in Russia, Poland, East Ger¬ 
many, West Germany, Spain. Holland 
and Belgium and then participate in a 
six nation tournament in Italy 



Our players have been trained— 
and are in training—on natural grass, 
the surface foi the Bombay extrava¬ 
ganza which will be commemoiated 
with the i.s.siie of .special stamps, a 
replica of the Malaysian variety. On 
the European tour, they will play on 
astro-turl and poligras on either side 
of the Churcnilhan Iron Curtain 
Somebody in the federation has gone 
bonkers 

The gap between promise and per¬ 
formance IS inevitable It will soon 
show in Europe where the players will 
never really get a chance to settle 
down The folly of a terminal age 
applicable only to the victorious Olym 
pic skipper, Vasudevan Baskaran, and 
the whims, fancies and naked pre¬ 
judices of Mahajan & Co—he is the 
chairman of the selection committee— 
will soon come to the surface 

There is strength in attack. But the 
vulnerability of the defence cannot bu 
concealed. India, clubbed togethei 
with Poland and Kenya in one pool of 
the Itahan tournament, should meet 


Italy in the other, in the final 

Spain, Holland and West Oimativ 
are never easy to beat on then home 
grounds No nnracli's can be expected 
from the Indian touiists The Patiala 
trials were contaminated bv a sense of 
artiftciality. almost nieanuiglessiioss 
This could nut mask ihc> laik of mas. 
tery ovei ba.su skills and siiiiiniiig 
reverses ni Europe mav undeimine the 
confidence ot the playeis Anvwav, we 
will soon find out if (he nioutuani of 
labour has produced a bunch of moles 
or worthy challengcis toi the World 
Cup 

The Kiwi is not a (old lisli To his 
lasting ciedit he has erupted with the 
strongest possible emotuiii oser the 
Springboks’ rugby tour of his islands 
Prime Ministei Muldoor sulfeied bom 
misplaced Olympic ideals His libeial 
isni was out of context in an issue 
which revolved around apartheid And 
other New Zealand spoilsmen and 
women will be pilloned foi ihe 
foolhardiness and obduiacy ol then 
rugby union authorities 

HART has got the heait of the 
matter. Its suppotteis have made 
valiant attempts to disrupt the ('on- 
troversial South African tmii Th«-se 
will be appreciated by the Otgatiisa 
tion of African Unity (OAU i But black 
African opinion will not let the Kiwis 
off the hook Meanwhile, the Mayor ot 
New York has got the message He will 
keep the Springboks out of his terri¬ 
tory. 

New Zealand's incketeis must be 
hopping mad Pakistan will substitute 
for them m the West Indies Woise is 
to follow The OAU will agnate foi the 
non-participation ni New Zealand in 
next year’s Brisbane Commonwealth 
Games It has a very stiung case in the 
light of the gleneagles agreement 

The roof has not caved in on Asiad 
'82—as yet! But it won’t go iiji user the 
air-cunditiuned swimming pool 
Archiieciural problems The advue of 
professionals are sought and accepted 
in the steel-and conciete Jill f,ii ol c.m- 
siiuction But in the moie .-.ensitr.e 
area ol a piomotiun (anipaig,i the 
scpiaie pegs in the round holes of the 
admiiiistiation are in no biiiiv to 
plough a piagmaric tiniow 

Tne recent trip ot the thiee W'lse 
men to Bangkok is amusing Nev’ I)e 
Iht’s grandiose plans— and mones ts ot 
no coiisequem e—should make the 
emergency Games staged in Bangkok 
in 1470 and ’7s look like a counliy lair 
And yet, out thiee wise men vent 
theie shopping loi ideas' 

One small ray ol sunshine Melcille 
D'Mello, the knowledgeable and iiil- 
tuied voice o! India at 01yin)>i( and 
Asian Games, has been appointed .i% 
Advi.ser Publicity foi Asiad '82 Will he 
be chocked by red tajie ot will he be 
able to pensuade the organisers to buy 
a comprehensive Games promotion 




The boom in sports 
sponsorship 


M 0 I) 1 -RN spoil has hccome hig 
business tcidav Sponsored sport 
with television is rum the fatitest grow¬ 
ing marketing medium iii the world 
On the inteiiidtiondl seene, motor lac 
mg gobbles up ovei L '> 0 ,{) 0 (),() 00 , while 
Idwn terini-> and skiing—the othei 
high tolling glamoiii sports—tom 
mand the mega leles'isioti audienies 
dtid big monev backing 
bet's begin with golf, the gentle 
mdii’s gdme that turned protessioria! 

Gulf wa.s d nth man’s game and 
pr^sfessionals wet e regai ded as set oiid 
tiass citizens, doffing then taps polite¬ 
ly at then pupils in the hope ol receiv 
ing a better tip The emantipatioii of 
golfois took a long nme Waltei Hagen 
and Herirv Cofioii, the stars of the 
Thirties and Forties, weie banned 
from entering tlubhnuses during totn- 
petitinris, and had to change their 
clothes in then cars 
Deposed Wimbledon champion Bicm Borq Borq 


PALLAB MUHURY 

Then doughty examples howevet 
led goll to turn tonimeicial in fhe 
Sixties U tould be said that golf 
taught on commerciallv with the ariiv- 
al of Arnold I’alniei on the stene Heie 
was d man who tidiisfoimed what 
appealed a leisinelv walk into the 
tounirvside inio a kind of unarmed I 
lomoat between man and the ele 1 
! inents I 

I Golf .suddenlv t aught the eye and ' 
television viewers switched on in then i 
mi’iion.s Falmei happened to be th«’ I 
fust person to make ^ million dollais ' 
trom actual tournamimt winnings, and ' 
hi.s intome hon- commercml af^ath 
iiicnts was estimaler! iti be twenty 
times that amount over the past iwen 
ty yeais 

Bur how did he acqu.re such rn hes- 
Firstly, his vittone.s taptuied the pub¬ 
lic imaginatinii, secondlv, he won in 
fiont of the television camoias sVj that 
makes a toriune through Mark McCormack s sports 


even the people at home saw him win, 
thirdly, he exploited commercially the 
new venues goll created foi him. 

But ail his effoits might have failed 
if Mr Mark McCormack had not come 
to his help McCoimack now runs the 
large.st spoils management company 
in the woild with such clients as 
Miih.immad All. Bjorn Borg, Gary 
Plavei, Viigiiiia Wade and televi.smn 
pet sou,times like Michael Paikinson 
and Augi-la Rtppon His International 
Management Gionp has done muih to 
take sfioitsmen Irom the semi 
protession.il iiiio the Ilollvwood- 
tnillionaiif to a,-Wet 

Ainl wh.n did this tivn.imu man do’ 
He obst'ived that gollers weie umlei 
paid for then t.ilents and set about 
(haigiiig liigln i lees He ihaiged golf 
club manufattuiets mote lot having 
their clients’ names on their clubs, he 
sold the Paimei name to clothing tom 
management company 








I Wiihi, lelir Rick Darlimi ivif/i a vaous humoer ag Grat'me Wood looks on Tns Benson anil Heagss 
bannei -onn ui sevp'ah is strategically placed so as to ensure exposure on TV 


panies; he packaged Palmer to books, 
records, films and television Patmei 
became rich and so became McCor¬ 
mack 

But the golf boom has declined The 
public has become cautious, if not 
suspicious, of the celebrity endorse¬ 
ment sell So companies now want 
more for their money than just the use 
of a famous player’s name They want 
that player to become almost an em¬ 
ployee 

This has given rise to what is known, 
in marketing jaigon, as a “Company 
Day” This is how it works A company 
signs a player to promote then produi t 
with the contract embodying a clause 
which states that the player will 
appear two or three times a yeai at a 
certain golf coutse and demonstrate 
his skills The company then hauls in 
all Its big customers, wines and dines 
them, and then provides them a 
chance to learn from the great man 
himself This happene.i with Tony 
I Jackliii after winning the United 
I States Open Championship in 1970 
I Once again. Mark McCormack set up 
the operation and Jacklin played a full 
1 lound with toui different partners on 
i each whole At the end of th<- day. 
' jackljn went up to Mark and groaned 
: “Don't evei set up one of those tor me 
again, I lelt like a loose woman” 

I Whether such company days actual- 
I ly paid lice ordeis in the book is not 
! kown. hut they do (leatc the nght 
I enciionment and could tip the scales 
favourahlv ni the long run. They aie 
I lertairily a good public relations exer- 
' t ist 

This ploy woi ks well with the low 
I budget companies, while full-blown 
: sponsorship of a tournament is a tiadi 
! tional sclJiiig weapon The benefits of 
I this pidciice he sttictlv in the hands of 
I the media fc'verv tournament receives 
I lull Press coverage, and the name of 
' the ttniinament, mentioned in the 
spoils columns of the newspapers, also 
receive.s television and radio coverage 
The cumjiany will receive prime lime 
viewing with the tournament name 
featured as screen capnoiis, the odd 
commentary mention, and of course, 

I banners situated strategically, usually 
i caught in full view of the camera 
PONSORSHIP of this sort is a clev¬ 
er way of dodging advertising costs 
in the above-the-line media Corporate 
involvement in the game has brought 
golf firmly into the 20th century In 
lawiT tennis, Billie Jean King earned 
around £ 50,000 from 19 tournaments 
The same effort today would enable 
her to earn no less than half a million 
pounds—a rise that could only be 
made possible by money injected from 
outside the sport 

Similarly, the ex-world champion in 
motor cycle racing, Barry Sheene, 
earned £ 40 for winning a Grand Prix 
in 19G9 In 1980 he earned £ 350,000 
from racing alone 

Television and the leisure boom 
have gone hand in hand The world 
audience for Grand Prix motor racing 
IS a staggering 800 million, surpassed 
only by the 1978 World Cup football 

'aii^fionrA wnc waII ainnvA aha 


billion The publicity value, therefoie. 
IS obvious What is mote, with the 
company logo on the car anil the 
camera conientiating on little else, 
the visual impact is continuous 

In this rush of sponsors, it is the 
tobaccii and drink companies in 
F.uiupe and North America that le 
main the most enthusiastu sports 
spcinsoi>- So what makes modern sport 
such a successful selling medium’ 
“Spon.sotship begins and ends with 
television", says Ian Todd, vice 
president of pionioiional experts In 
ternational Management Gioup Intel- 
national 

Then, spoit is also a gieai social 
focus and diieci heljf for companies 
that depend upon a locally-based sales 
force .Sponsorship of local golf oi 
tennis touinainonts can bring dealers 
into working contact with actual and 
potential customers 

But with the rush of sponsors, the 
.superstai s have also started increasing 
their demands which has again cre¬ 
ated some problems The supeistars’ 
craving for money kills certain events 
at top class venues, because a public 
reared on high skills via television, 
will pay foi little else So a tennis 
tournament today without McEnroe. 
Borg, Lendl, Mandlikova nr Chtis 
Lloyd will be poorly attended 

The stars can earn more by playing 
meaningless exhibition matches. 
Although these exhibition marclies are 

vw\rieilat* nraeAti^ AtrAn tViA 


buyers aie growing uneasy about the 
longterm futiae of sjioits-tennis in 
paiticular--wlieie “real" touinatnents 
are substiiiiied tor love matches and 
the like 

One of the greatest succe>s stories of 
spoils s]ioiisorsliit> IS Coinhill Insur¬ 
ance’s L 150.00(1 investment in United 
Kingdom lest ernket It hiis been 
estimated that this incieasi- m expo 
suie hioiighi Cornhill L 15.000,000 in 
extra business in its lust veai 

Bui, 111 then etigeriiess to make t.isl 
business, the la/oi blade and roiletiies 
giants, CiilletP. faiind tla inselves 
beating a hasty leiieai lioni the Bni- 
ish cricket sieiu .As Neil VViUon 
sports commentatoi and cohirriiiist re 
inaiked in 197-1 ‘ (jouloii Ross the 
otgariiset ol tht lOvt-aiold Gillette I 
Clip told a sjiiinsorship ‘onterence at ' 
London’s Hilton Hoicl this ye.ii that 
there was not a shred of evidence that 
It had sold niH single ra'/t.r blade” 
After all. thi leason giv'eii was thev i 
were heconiing be'tei known tor i rit k- ' 
et than ra/oi blades I 

Within th<- sports pioinotion Indus ' 
tiv GilUtie ate criticised as “ptofb 
gate" Then chan man aigued that ; 
theie should have been more effoit to j 
tie Gillette's crit keting activity in wi'h | 
then other promotional aiiivitv I 

I 

J OHN PLAYl-R. [lan ol the Inipeiial 
Tobacco group is aiiothei txamjile 
trying to make the golden goose lay 

fnr\ niani (acitrc frtrv In 1 (47Q f 






pulled out of the Grand Prix motor 
rating even though it& cars had just 
won the world championship Its £ 
1,000,000 a year sponsorship had suc¬ 
cessfully helped launch I^layer’s King 
Size brand in the G K but Player’s 
marketing manager argued that this 
was too much to spend, since a large 
part oi the racing exposure was out¬ 
side the G. K where the biand is not 
on sale 

On the othei side is a happy Philip 
Moiris spending over £ 1.000,000 a 
yeai on iiiotui lacing because its Marl 
boro brand is sold internationally 
U'l sponsors tun also suffei nia]oi 
setbacks In 1980 the United States 
Government paid $ 20,000,000 to 
businesses foi the loss of money in the 
Mostow Olympic promotions badly hit 
I bv he Amei it an boycott In Britain too, 
£ 1,000,000 worth of promotion was 
scrapped when the Moscow Olympics 
became an imperfect sales vehicle 
Some sports can now survive only 
with the help of the sponsors’ kiss of 
hie. because of their heavy promotion 
al advertising Tennis goll and skiing 
have in the last two decades moved 
from semi professional sports to giant 
pa. ts of the entertainment industry, 
whose stars aie millionaiies And only 
sponsorship has made this possible 
In Gi and Prix moior racing, it costs £ 


•SO,000 each time a car appears on the 
grid, so every team is now tn the grip 
of a manufacturer’s support The last 
serious attempt to run a private team 
was the Lord Hesketh-James Hunt 
effort in 1973 Eventually this relative¬ 
ly successful side folded up when it 
failed to find a sponsor. 

How does sponsorship help the 
world’s and India’s number one 
game—soccer’ 

Europe, West (iermany and Belgium 
were among the first to have league 
soccer sponsored In 1973-74 F C 
Hamburg’s team jogged out into the 
stadium with the Italian apertif firm— 
Campari's—name in blue letters on 
the shirts of their players 

Brunswick’s five-yeai contiact with 
Jaeger Meister was worth £ 8.1,000 to 
the game A spokesman of the German 
Football Association defended this 
move against criticism, especially 
from the suspicions and insular En¬ 
glish Football Association when he 
argued “We fail to see whv footbalers 
should not advertise in tins way when 
mans others sports do so already The 
real reason foi diopping the advertis¬ 
ing ban IS the state ot finances of many 
clubs ’’ 

In Belgium, a number ot clubs aie 
spnn.soied and their players enter the 
field with the names ol navel age ncies 



The apeni’ig ceremony of the Woscon Olympics In BnUin £1,000,000 m>r1h ol promotion mas scrapped 
because of the Games boycott 



and car femes emblazoned on their 
.shirrs 

In 1970-71, sponsorship was intro- 
deed into English football for the first 
time. After its introduction, Alan Har- 
daker, the secretary of the football 
league, wrote about its scope and saw 
a bnght future for sponsorship and 
football. When it was agreed that 
sponsorship should be introduced in 
English soccer, it was hoped that 
money would come in where it was 
most wanted Hardaker laid down the 
principles of such sponshorship as 
1 1) The sponsor to get a fair return for 
ins money 

(2) The League and the game tn be¬ 
nefit to the fullest extent 

(3) The sepetator to be provided with 
an exciting lorm of competition 

(4) Standards of dignity and adminis¬ 
trative competence in the competition 
to be upheld 

But cynics always maintained that 
modern sponsorship meant exploita¬ 
tion of sport and that, in the end, the 
individual player had no say in the 
matter A plavei could be foiced bv 
the soccer authorities to become a 
living signboard foi wine pioduceis, 
distiileis and tob.icco manutaciurers 
They point out that John Plaver’s 
motoi lacing team vas lead b\ the 
Brazilian act*, Emeison Fittipaldi—iro 
nically enough a non-smokei 
According to Uerek Dongaii, the* 
chairnfan of the I'tolt-sMonal Footbal- 
lets’ Association, the only uason ,i 
spoiisoi throws hiinsc'lf into spoil is so 
that he or his product will show up 
even more clearly on the streeii loi 
the benefit ol millions than on the 
ground foi the benefit of thousands In 
a biting piece entitled “The Brand 
Name ot the Game”, Neil Wilson-- 
another cynic—lefeired to ‘Big 
Brothel’ indiistiy pumping some L 
8,00U,fl()0 ot Its advertising budget into 
sport Soccer appeared to be the last to 
lesist the kill As a sponsor conde¬ 
scended “Even the FA Cup could soon 
be sponsored if the price was right, 
say, about a million jumnds " 

But even the English cynics admit 
that the Texaco Cup was a great suc¬ 
cess Says Dougan, “1 would like to say 
from experience that so far as English 
and Scottish clubs ate concerned, this 
competition has aroused greater in¬ 
terest and brought bigger gates than 
.some matches against European 
clubs” 

F or a cenruiv Biitish sotcei le- 
mained a poor cousin to Ameiican 
and Canadian football, )ust as it re¬ 
mains a poor cousin to Aiistialian 
football and Rugby League in Austra¬ 
lia and to Rugby Union in New Zea¬ 
land In 1973. soccer was a poor fouith 
to American football, baseball and ice 
hockey Today ir is u mj|oi sport in the 
I' S A and Canada, due to the precious 
ilollais provided bv Lamar Hunt, the 
Texas oil millionaiie iind owner of the 
World Championship Tennis gtoup 
(WCT). along with the cffoits ol Phil 
Woosnam. (now commissioner of the 
North American Soccer League and 
ex player for Wales and Westham Un¬ 
ited) Clive Toye and Henry Kissinger. 





All in all. the NASL i.s a stiiking 
example of spreciding ^port, especially 
soccer, VM busines.<i—marketing, pub¬ 
licity and public relations And the 
mictocosm of such success can be seen 
in the club, Seattle Soundeis 

The Seattle Sounders So- cer Club 
was cieated as recently as 1974, out of 
nothing and on very little capital S 
45.000 investmeiii by ten partners 
Om 1> tliiee yeais later, the Soundet.s 
were spending S> 24.000 a year toi 
4,000 sqiiaie feet of space downtown 
St'iitile were playing then games in 
the magnificent coveted si.idiuni and 
had a total opeiating budget of over a 
million dolJais In 1975 they became 
the iirsr club in the liistoiy of the 
N VSl. to make a piolit 

The Sounders club is not a public 
coii^panv It IS owned by a partnership 
ol eleven investors, all ot them local 
I businessmen some oJ whom aie inves 
1 1 tors in olhet [iiolessional sports The 
dav to d.ts I iiiiclioning ot ilie < lull ts 
} vested in tin hamls ol general mana 
I gel j.ick D.ilev, InniNell the holder of a 
I li\e |H‘i (till shaie lli is in ilailv 
' loni.ul with niiinaguig geiu‘ial p.iri 
! 'lei Ualiei (tae.m Iheie are also 
! legiilai rnonthJ', meelliigs illat all pait 
! Mels .itteiul 

i A lonli'titt'l l).ile\ del late. “Soc 
Cl 1 omipi* s .' 0(1 per lent ol nu time I 
en|i>\ I' the thalliMfi and the 
inoiii el mg wli.it stirred niv im.igina- 
j lion '■o niuch aboni soiiei was that 1 
I an imn -.o llians people who lolil 
' me -'Oil siniei it i.m’l lie done' I 
Weil It lan Ire d' ni. .iitcei is ha[>pen | 
me m llu I S \ ■ ' 


The Saunders have played a kev 
role tn Ameiicanising soccei. a spoil 
which had a l-.iiiopean image about it 
Daley emphasises “In basketball and 
football, the colleges seive as farm 
teams fm the pros and it works beauti¬ 
fully But It isn’t that wav in soccei 
We are not getting the players we 
need liom college they don't play 
enough games theie The tesei ve team 
IS one answei Tliat way we're not 
throwing the Americ.ins over then 
heads into the first team, and thev’te 
not spending the season sitting on the 
bench 'Ihe\ ait getting good compeli 
live exiieiieiice ” 

A pair 1 1 uni a coach, assistant coach, 
thiee part-time scouts, the members of 
I the team irii ludr a lull time irainei 
loincil on game davs bv as a paii-time 
assistant, a team dentist, an iiiiernist 
and two nithopaedic' surgeons—who 
gi\ e complete jihvsical check-ups to all 
the pl.iveis helme the season begins 

It theie IS ,1 key In the Souiitleis’ 
suciess It IS simple Inismess etlicien | 
' c\ “We pioh.iblv have mote staff than ' 
1 most NA.SL clubs, but we don’t want 
j people doing more than one niaioi p'b, 

I we want them to he c'tfective in what 
; ihev do” emphasises D.ilev 
I The was .Soundeis niii then admi- 
I nistiatuin is cnsiulrle indeed, and 
I clubs all ovei the woild could learn 
lessons Horn them, especiallv Indian 
.solid (hihs whose business sense is 
almost ml 

1 he diicitm ol matkeiing supet- 
vises all advei using tor the Sounders, 
fmsing spar-i; ni newspapi-is and tnaga 
/Hies, aii'l li'iii. on radio and li IcS'isioii 


The Sounders spend ovei S 1,100 000 
on ads'crtisiiig, cunceniraiiiig particu¬ 
larly on ladio rock sfalions geared to 
reach their voung audience The 
Sounders junior Booster Pack is a 
special pioriiotional devu<‘ It 's .i $ 20 
kit that iricluiles tickets to all 15 
Soundeis home games .i Sounders 
wind lireakei racket, a dutfle hag, 
veaihook and inembeiship caid "It 
costs ns S> 4V s.ivs Dales “It is a loss 
leadei. hut weie looking toi lomoi- 
row's laiis” 

A.sistmg ihe diieitoi ol markc'tmg 
IS a puhlii relations diiecior, rommun- 
its teUitions dnecioi and a ticket man 
agei - all ol whom oiganise special 
radio and lelesision rnogt.immes, 
ganu piogi.immes and s|>ei lal souve 
nils 

On game riavs the Soundeis ojieia 
tuuis shtli to the sladmin i-.acli stall 
members has a s(iccilii lole in plav at 
the games, woikiug .ilougsidv the sia ‘ 
diiiin St,ill 

The need for external rash o i lear 
Iv lerogniced in cadi n‘ liu' ma|oi I' 

S siMirrs leagut s Ameiuaii toolbali 
ice hue kev, b.ischtill and soutcr And 
there have been clearly ilelinecl 
periods (it exparis'oii and cuntiaiiion 
with mnsemeiii ot duhs tiom one cilv 
to anothei 111 ordi 1 to li.n c iiiiituatilc 
peiiods tli.it link diieitls to liiiiriia 
tion 111 '.iioiisor.hip ladi 

.S|iiiits, like till ails, hdvi been 
(jiiite slow III resjioiidirig to niaikei 
Joitec .ind rfi.it meiels emiih.isisis liie 
need till spoiisiu >•'i j* li 'I liev w'lll ihi ii 
iiiesuabls In used as a spoiisoi's 

Ilowcliiil aliil llici.lbu buslliess liiul 









County Cricket Review 


Notts back on top 

ASHIS RAY reports from London 


B ack to the County scene, then, 
and because of the recent inability 
to bi mg under purview this area, there 
IS, nururully, plenty to catch up on For 
d start, the dltaiis ol the Schweppes 
County Championship and the John 
Player League has been enjoined by 
significant progiess in the new Nat- 
west Trophy—successor to the Gillette 
Cup And in all thiee tournaments the 
issue IS tar from icsolved. with more 
than one contender vying foi top hon 
ours This, undeistandably, transfoims 
the remaining weeks of the season into 
an extremely crucial phase, wheie 
indeed, one has to take stock of the 
wcj'het. which, at least in the cham 
pionship, could have the final sav 
Let's examine the situation in the 
three-day games, fust Heie, as read 
ers will recall, Nottinghamshiie weie 
the initial front runners, but had drop 
ped a few places since But, now, after 
some steiling petfoimanies tiom Clive 
Rice. Richard Hadlee, and uuite fre¬ 


quently from Derek Randall and the 
off-spinner Eddie Ucmmings, and 
aided by a bit of sunshine, they are 
back on top They have accumulated 
208 points from 17 games, which 
amounts to a substantial march on 
their dost st challengers, Sussex, who 
have po.sted 181 points from 16 out¬ 
ings Nowadays, each County is in¬ 
volved in 22 matches only and not a 
complete double league, which used to 
incorpoiate 32 engagements 
Notts' latest succc.ss came in the 
shape of a thrilling victory over Wor 
testershire—the margin being 106 
runs The winners had earned a first 
innings lead of 24 runs, which wa.s 
further embellished by an useful 
second innings .score of 214 for 4, in 
which, incidentally, John Biich was 
the main contributor with an unbeaten 
65 Eventually, Hemmings with a re¬ 
turn of 6 tor 66 sent the opposition 
leeling to defeat, helped in the cause 
in no small measure, of course, bv 


Hadlee capturing the first three wick¬ 
ets. Indeed, the New Zealander in a 
spell of 9 overs gave away just 17 runs 
for his trio of triumphs 

Over the same period, Sussex notch¬ 
ed up a handsome eight-wicket win 
over Kent. In this contest, the victors 
enjoyed the upper hand throughout, 
stringing together 310 for 9 in their 
first innmgs before shooting out Asif 
Iqbal's unit for 104. Forced to follow, 
Kent obtained no mure than 254, 
which, if anything, paved the way for a 
“surrender” It was another good dis¬ 
play by Ian Greig, younger brother of 
the loved and hated former England 
captain, Tony (now settled in Sydney) 
He IS an all-rounder who bats pretty 
high up in the order and bowls 
medium pace. And in this fixture got 
86 with the willow, while collecting 5 
for 61 in the match This 25-year-old 
Cambridge giaduate’s showing this 
yeai is certainly indicative ol brighter 
prospects But living uiidei the shadow 
of his brother’s notoriety—as English¬ 
men prefer to label it— Ins is a tougher 
than u.sual climb to the top Ilowt-vei, 
quite possibly, Loid's will soonei than 
latei reconcile themselves to his claim, 
and for “queen and countiv” give him 
a break 

On the MibiecT of windfalls, one such 
opening has, siirels, tome young Paul 
Allott’s way This Lancashire medium 
pacer, 24 veais of age had taken only 
50 first class wickets befoie this sea- 








Lih'jLnu^ .ififthn Mike Bft*infev »iQiis a ban from VVjirwirk^htre s Wilham Haga kiihe shps only to ho dropped dunng the Schweppes 
Champ.on*itiip 1 / um/‘. 


•>(•11 Uiis Miii'iiKt. ihovi^h, ht> has | hfirif' tipped as vue-capiain iiii the liut the loutists weie preseritod with 
emeifit-il as ilit liiKliest wicket takei | trip Uari lav, an etonian, is a n'lddle good practice on a '‘luiner”, which is 

with ('7 vu tun^ ta his name at an oidei batsman, who has led Sussex what many believe the ttiick at Old 

aveiage (it 1>H' 'Ihis bespeitailed I with a iate aplomb this summer, but, Traflord will turn out to be Other 

lad, 6 tit 4iii in height and weigtiing ( as in the case of Michael flieailev, than th<it, the leciiiTaiitc of Geoff 

14 stones, i.s bv no means a genuine ! theie remains a distiiiii question mark f,awson’s back injury after this match 

qiiiikie, but has impiessed as a cratty about his batting But then, the quest could not have been an encouraging 

move I of (he ball, sending down in for‘‘pedigree" still hasii t deserted the thought for Kim Hughes, and Dirk 

swingers and seaming It the othei way English system Wcllam’s sensible exhibition with the 

Allott’s ontiv into the ‘big nine” ot r'letihei’s credibility, no doubt, has bat, could also ptove tiiiile as the 
coiir.se, has ciopped up as a result ot been adJitionallv augmented by the newcomei M.ittin Kent did leasonably 

Chris Old’s unavailabilitv due to a fact that Essex are now showing the well at Edgbaston and Giah.itn Vallop 

kneeinjuiy But be has been knocking way in the |ohn Player League, as i.s not vet ready loi the thoi> 

on the door as it were ever since he well Indeed, this is where they are Finally, Inhji Doshi, who is .lowly 

took 8 fo( 48 in an innings against currently the hot favoui ites to take the but surels'rei oveimg his •juii'’, surpas 

Northamptonshire earlv in the season, title for having played only 11 games setl himself tht otbet day with the bat 

and so his inclusion in the F.ngland and secured 14 points—the same as | Warwukshiie weic- awd\ to Mid 

squad for the fifth Test against Austra- second placed Sussex’s who have to dlesex, and when the Beiig.i! spinnei 

ha was no real cause for surprise their disavantage two extra outings walked in at his cnsioinaiy rumhei 

In the Ndtwest Trophy, the semi The tout ituation is less appealing ] eleven, his side still needetl 21 runs to 
final line-up IS almost complete One Sri Lanka have rounded off then visit, avoid a lollow on Doshi’s higliesr S( ore 

half of the draw has Es.sex conftonting and happilv enough, gone back '>ith in County (iitkei is 21--hit tor .Not- 

Derbyshire, and ri the othei, it’:. Lan- the biggest prite—an elevation to offi- tiiigham.shirc- agaiiisi Hampshiie in 

cashire to meet either Northampton- cial Tests Their’s is a promising array 1978—and lus tally in fust class games 

shire and Leicestetshire Thus far, of talent, but like most of their prede- this season amounted to a princelv 27 

Es.sex and Lancashiie have demons- cessors, they’ll find the baptism to the But on the pariiculai occasion at 

traied ebullient form, the former get- highest level a difficult proposition land’s, it was Doshi ot Kanpur fame- 
ting the better of Sussex in the quai- They are unlikely to get the services of he striuk 20 against Pakistan there— 

ter-finals and the latter striding past the Sussex opener. Gehan Mendis, who and like he punished the Delhi now 

Hampshire Of course, it’s still a very appears to he on the verge ot an leis in a Kanji Trophv match at the 

unpredictable matter, but many tee! England cip, and would like it that Eden GaiJens a .year and a halt ago 

that Keith Fletcher’s handling of the way .since by virtue of retaining his when scot mg a carter best 44, he I 

match against Sussex has considerably British citizenship he makes sure of danced down the wicket to Wayne 

improved hts chances of leading the keeping his job with the County Daniel and John F.mbiiiey alike to 

England squad in India Interestingly The Australians met Essex, which stitch together an invaluable Vi runs 

enou^, his opposite number in the tie, was the game prior to the fifth Test, which saved the follow on hut ultt- 

John Barclay, also seems to have bene- but found the Australians met Essex at mately Warwickshiie caved in by 118 

fitcd from the match as he is now Chelmsford. The match was drawm, runs. 
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Ecstasy and agony of 
Brahani Gooch 

SUPRAKASH GHOSHAL profiles the 
man who has had little cause for 
personal joy, despite England’s Ashes 
win 




T hey call him Zap Otticiallv, he is 
known as (iraham Gone h, but to his 
teammates and the criLketinj; traiet ni- 
tv, the En^tland batsman is lietter 
known bv Uie abbreviated lorm ot the 
name “Zapata” 

How he acquired the iiukiiame 
bt.iis repeiition On the last Ashes 
tour of Austtaiia, each member ot the 
team was reiiuited to amve at the 
team jiaitv in fanev dress. a((ordin{> to 
the letter ol the alphabet the\ jiitked 
Botham puked the lettei “f’.” and 
Ldme dressed—natntallv enough—as a 
gorilla Oavid Gower tin ned up look¬ 
ing snspiiujuslv like a Roman empei- 
01 , while Gooch, who had incked the 
Qooch m ariion dunng the 1979 Prudential Cup 


i " 




lettei “Z” came dressed as the bandit 
Zapata 

Wav back in Ins schooldays Gooch 
tell <11 love with ci icket and hi.s passion 
was fostered and encouraged by two 
jieople—his father and his coach. “Ms’ 
father and Essex coach Bill Morris 
have exerted the biggest influence 
upon mv caieei They have given me 
.ill the help and encouragement possi¬ 
ble, “Gooch reminisces 

His lust step towards piofessiotial 
cricket was joining the prestigious 
llltoril Cluh By working steadily to 
improve his game, he found himself in 
the Ks.sex Second XI and in 1969 lound 
himself playing against Northampion- 
agalnst New Zealand at Old Trafford 


shire. But it turned out to he not a very 
happy experience foi Gooch --“I toiind 
myself down at niimbet eleven and did 
not get a bat 1 lemembei teeling more 
than a little peeverl it the time” 

In 1971. he plaved twin- toi the 
same team The lolJowiiig yeai he was 
selected lot the Young Fiigland 
C'riiketers’ te.im which w.ts to tour the 
West Indies At that tinu- he had the 
additional lole ol reset ve wickelkeep 
ei foi And\ SfovokI In t.ui, right from 
his lllfoid davs t’looih cheiishei* .in 
dinbiiion to he .i wicktlkei'pci 
batsman and at one lene this sietn'-d 
likelv to he lealised when he r amt 
close to succeeding Eiiiaii 'lavhu he 
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Gooch has his stumps rattled by Allan Border (not in picture) as wicketkeeper Rod Marsh yells m lubilaiion 
aunng the 1979 Prudential One day match against the Australians at The Oval 


hind the stumpii. But that was nut to be 
and Gooch had tu discard his ambition. 

However, Gooch switched ovci to 
bowling medium pace and in 107i 
captured 34 wicket.s in addition to 
.scoiing 2fi'i rums, thereby emerging 
the cbiet aichitect of h.ssex’s hisi cver 
victory in the Second XI cham¬ 
pionship 

In those days Gooch peifoimed as a 
middle-ordei batsman, atuuiid iiumbei 
live to be precise In this position, 
however, he always had one dilficiilty. 

In his urge tu gather as many runs as 
possible horn the limited oveis le- 
maining, Gooch went foi drastic shots 
which often lesulted in his eatlv dis 
missal 

From this point ot view, it can be 
j said that the year 1978 truly biought 
Gooch to the ciossroads of his caieei, 
as It saw him promoted up the oi dei to 
the position of opener, Tha* it beiie- 
I fitcul him to a cunsidei.ible extent 
I became evident before long Right at 
! the stait ot the season Gooch stored 
I two centuiies in a rovv—the Inst 
I against Kent and the othei against 
I Nottinghamshite 

In la».t, (iooch has never been 
allowed to settle info a legular berth 
However, it is not that Gooch was 
transferied fiom one position to 
anotliei tot his own sake, but olten tor 
the beiielit ol the teams he plaved toi, 
mcluding lits coiintiy’s 'lest side He 
h,id been made some soil ol a tioiible 
I sliootei bnisman Whenevei theic was 
I ,1 vulnerable spot m the team, Gooch 
I was the obvious nominee Co man ii ~a 
1 stupendous task indeed 
I N’et (•ouch lias shouldeied his it 
spoiisibilnv without contplaiiit “As 
j long as 1 am plaving, it doesn’t mattci 
I What suits them suits me “ True to his 
I words, he has piodiiced big innings 
I tioin tuimbei one to ruimbi'i live 
Coming back to his Test cateei, it 
j was with I'ssev Coumv that Giooch fust i 
i came into iitoininence 'N scmiillatiiig 
(eriturv ioi his 'ide--his fust m the 
• hampionsliip -against Kent flashed 
the message of a star’s anival on ihe 
hoii/oii of Knglish iticket And the 
selectors did not hesitate m acknow¬ 
ledging this aiiival 
That was a time when England 
needed new hlood in the Test side and 
Gooch was ohviouslv the ontv answei 
Gooch did not exactly eniei the scene 
with a bang In I act, when he wa.s only 
21, he was included in the England 
side against Au.stralia, but his debut 
Test tuinc-cl out ,o be a bii'^ei expeii- 
ence against the comlnned pace of 
lallee and Thomson at Kdgbaston The 
rain-atfected wickct turned into a 
cpiagmire and Gc>nch came out with a 
liieaded pair 

H e was given atiothei chance in the 
next Test, but even that did nut 
prove very fruitful Not surprisingly, 
therefoie. he was cast aside in the next 
Test 

It was a setback which would have 
pioved catastrophic and possibly ter¬ 
minated the Test career of d player of j 
lessm- determination. This was not the 


set dbciui letiu'ving his lost gloiv He 
was recalled to the England side attei 
having plaved lonsisteiiilv thioughout 
the 1^77 78 season as an opening bats 
man—ii position Essex ( ouiitv captain 
Keith Fletihei determined most suit 
able loi him 

lie was selected loi the second Tost 
against Pakistan at Lot cl’s in 1978. but 
England wet* scum deep in trouble, 
losing two wickets onlv li)> 19 ums 
Despite the ci isis, ir was (aioch who 
took It ii|)<ni himself to restore his 
side's shaken lonltdeiicc' 'laking ihc' 
bowling to pieces, he hit a defi.mi 
halt ceiinifv, bui that was not the end 
of his problems (aioch soon foimil his 
place in the team undei thieat once 
again 

SocmafU'i the news that Boycott was 
tulK 111 to leturn to the team (jooch 
made a duck m the lust innings of the 
opening Test against New Zealand at 
The Oval The pos.sihilitv of his being 
dtopped atosc once again With Bieat 
ley firmly in the saddle as captain, 

__ L. ___I I. __l. _ I 


could be sidelined lo make loom loi 
Bovcott But the Essex man was not to 
vifld so e.isilv He pM-iunpicd al! 
c.ilculaticins liv smiing an imbealen 91 
in the second tntinigs ol 'hi '-aiiii I'e .t 
'Ibis fe«t also ensuieci Ins plate to the 
side i'i tciiii Aiistialia 
There was anothei crisis in store lor 
him, though In the first five Tests he 
did not even score a 51) Once again 
faced with the possibility ol being 
dropped, Gooch made a last-ditch 
effort to retrieve his reputation in the 
final Test at Sydney and produced a 
dazrling 74 

AGK hoine, Gooch had a prosper¬ 
ous season in 1978-79 He made 
spectaculai half-centui les against Au 
stralia and New Zealand in the 
Prudential Cup, and his consistent 
performances brought him several 
awards 

Against India too, Gooch put up a 
valiant show Twice he came close to 
centuries in that senes—the first rime 
at Edgbaston where he scored 83 and 

^e, rk t » . 1 








Gooch, atom) with John trmhuiny and Alan i>milh m^pnr' the late Ken Barrington s practice bat, which was 
presented to Bvington s wiOnw 


dismissed Ittv 70 

Mainrainiii)! his piolifu form, he Ini 
another ^litteiiiiK (•enniiy in the Ben 


til those whirlwind Caiibbc.in bowlers 
But tins lime, Gooch was destined to 
provt his piiiwess beyond doubt At 


son and Hednes ( up nijiih aiMiiist | land's, Kn^land came undei a metci- 


Suttoy lit Loid's I'nleashninj his 
! tiernendous rnnsclepowei, Gooih play 
I ed an iinpeiiabK iiininps th.it lock 
I eted him to slai status Ills 12() c.iine | 
I oft 140 deliveries, of sstiich three weie ] 
I catajiulted oiilside the tence loi six i 
I and 11 diiveii with liKhiinii): speed I 
I through the midwiikfci tep ,1011 liiiimn I 
[ this sea'on Gooch totalled alinosi taOO I 
j runs iheiebs distinnwishinp, hiiiiselt as 
1 one of (he most evcitmg strokeplaveis 
I in the (;.in c 

! I'Oi all his hist eltiuts, Ibonuli, his 
I maiden lest ceiiluiv ehidi d him tin 
I loo lone a tune iletuimiiii il putsint 
I brouitlil him closest to it on his kfid 
, attempt at Mclboiitiii Knukind siit 
I feted a batiini, collapse, tnil Gooch i 
. stood tirni to crai't* on to linpa | 
‘ tiint, he tiled s|e,i|in ;4 a <1111 ulal run | 
I As luck woiilil have it, he was run out 
tiowevei, he nueded onl\ a louple of 
. liouis' test 10 f*el ovei Ins tiiisiration 
I and joke .ilnxit his mistoitun" -‘Wh.it 
a time to picl to make mv usual 
delibetate mistake" 

T HKN came the West Indians 111 
1‘)K0 . 111(1 [•uelanil was taceci vsitli | 
what can be inihtlv described .is an ! 
acid test h'oi aiiv batsman in the I 
W'oild, It becomes ns "nuch a test ot 
couiajrf and contideine as an ex¬ 
amination ot technirjiie when it comes 
to lacing the most teaisome pace bat 
leiv in ilie histois of the game .And it 
IS even woise when the onslaught 
takes place on wickets not untiiendly 


less haninieiiiig by the West Indian 
bowleis. The fust wicket, that ot 
Boycott, tell with only 20 runs cm the 
j board Thereafter, 11 was a matter of 
I nieie entrance and exits at one end. 
! while at the othei it was a story of 
I single handed lesistance put up by 
I (lOUcll 

I Ihipc'rturbed bv the pace ot Roberts, 
Holding, Garnei and Croft, he played 
witfi ease, driving, glancing and hook 
iiig with almost copybook precision 
With Tavare, he mounted a stand of 
14") foi the second wicket and when 
Holding .got him his individual scene 
stood at 12.f ft was an innings he will 
always look hack on with pride 
i Gooih continued to maintain his 
I form and nit the headlines once again 
I dining Knglarid's letiirn visit to the 
West Indies tnis veai, emerging trom 
the tour as one of the tew successful 
Knglish b.itsmeii 

In the fir'‘i Test he was unatde to do 
anything of note With 41 runs to his 
credit, Gooch had his off and middle 
■Stumps upiooied bv Andy Roberts 
] This was one' of the shakiest innings 
I Gooch e\et played in his career as he 
I himself laiei admitted Croft beat him 
rjiiite a number of times and at one 
stage he failed to make contact with 
i"L' halls in ^uc'cesslo^ Moreovei, he 
was almost laughi twice at short leg 
and worst of all, was even bowled by 
Garner only to escape dismissal as the 
umpire signalled a no-ball. 


autographed by the entire England team and 

But m the third Test iJooch stood 
like a colossus though his side lost the 
match At a time when KiiglancTs de 
teat bv a humiliating maigin became a 
cettaintv, Gooch stood nonchalant, 
seemingly oblivious ot the fate just 
about to befall England Afiei the tall 
of both Boycott and .Mike Gatnng in 
j two successive deliveries trom Hold 
ing, with only two runs on the board, 
I Gooch and Gower put up a thud wick 
i et partnership stand t>f 120 luns, there¬ 
by laisiiig England’s hopes of suiviv 
ing the la.st six hours. 


l-ngland lost, but even in defeat 
Gooch emerged vutonoiis Recogni¬ 
tion came from the most enviable 
quarter—the rival captain, Clive 
Lloyd Within minutes of winning the 
third Test and the series, Lloyd said, 
■‘England could still give us trouble in 
the remaining two Test.s Gooch 
showed with this century that it is 
po.ssible for England’s batsmen to 
make luns’’. 

But the Ill's! was yet to come At 
Sabina Paik, m the fifth Test. Gooch 
batted defiantly against a menacing 
Michael Holding, who in company with 
Malcolm Marshall, subjected England 
to a most hart owing time Gooch 
steered his country out of total dis¬ 
grace, scoring a hiilliant 153—more 
than half his side's total of 285 

The current Asht's series, however, 
has been a different story altogether 
Gooch has found the search for runs a 
difficult task, but he hasn’t given up 
yet 

Nor i.s he likely to 






Co¥er story 


How the 

Ashes were won 


: TONY LEWIS, the former England captain, 
! reports on the fifth Test at Old Trafford 


O IJ) 1 RArVOKH wds si)ztnliLJiit oti 
rhrt't' Loiiiits It witnvssfcl 
I ictJiii till' Ashtjs fiiim >1 oiire ptfca- 
I nous position, it saw Ian Tert.>n«.e 
! Botham pioilure one ol thf greatest 
i innings .-vei played, and, last hut not 
: the least. It Inoiight to light a new 

i 


retold l>v an Australian howler in 
F.ngland :m the shape of leriy Alder 
man’s tally in the series 
After the t ncounter at land’s, Kng- 
land were one down with four to go, 
and the stocks of the selectors were at 
an iinpieiedeiired nadti This is when 



AI&c Bedser and company in a fit of . 
desperation took a step backwards i 
They sacked Botham from the captain¬ 
cy and lecalled the venerable Mike 
Brearley Other than an innings of 48 
in the first venture at Edgbastnn, the , 
Middlesex man has dune very little ' 
with the bat, but he has accomplished 
what he was primarily assigned to do. 
he has won the series tor England , 
With three successive wins he has ' 
cat lied his country to an unassailable 
position, and as a reward, has been 
given the stewardship for the final j 
Test Originally, he was appointed ' 
skippei fill only three Tests 
The battle for "the Ashes” is still the 
must prestigious event fui Engli.sh and 
Australian cricketers The West Indi¬ 
ans may come and go, hut the tangibil 
itv and tradition of an Angio- 
Austialian conflict remains unaffected 
in terms of its pre-eminence Indeed, 
such arc the bindings of this clash that 
the hurriedly conceived three Test 
series in Australia a year and a half 
ago, was thoroughly frowned upon bv 
5 purists and ultimaiely, at the insist 
i” ence of l.oid’s, eradicated fiom the 
Ashes sequent e Thus, England who 
'^'j regained the Ashes against Gt eg Chap 
”1 poll’s side III 1977 iBicaries's first 
! seties as captain) and iliitig on to it in 
Austiaha in 197H 79, v/eie still tti pos 
session til the tiojihy when the turieiit 
senes began All they have dime, 
iheteloie, is to rel.iin it, a go.il Ihi'v 
looked incapable <•! ati.iining at otu 
i stage 

i So the t anihtitlge Don has piovided i 
I a national tonu , but he is also the toast I 
! ol EngU.nd tor tin wav he has bi ought 
I Botham havk hie In tact, tins 
I '‘voiing hoii’s” sliMwtiig at Old ft.if 
I fold, nay the last ifiree Tests, should. 

I pet haps base 'Ktupitd the "leau" 

I poition of this piet e But cricket being | 
I a team game, .iiul the resoliition ol the I 
j Ashe--, a happening <0 ioii|iiie with, 11 ] 
' would, pos.sibiv, be iinfaii to lend j 
I ptecedence to iiulividiia! showing 1 
However, the knot k ol 11H isas no- j 
thing short of an epn, and the Stinie I 
I set all-iuii'idei augmented the teat l)> i 
1 capturing five wickets in the inatcli I 
and taking four exliaoidmarv laiches i 
When Botham walked out to bat, Eng¬ 
land were 104 for five, aftei starting 
the thud day at 70 toi one In other 
words, with a relentless display ol 
tight iielding and accurate howling, 
Austialia had recovered lioin an 
apparently hopeless posiiion (thev 
w<*re shot out fur 1 if) in the fust 
innings alter England had compiled 
2.11 in their opening venture) to on-' 
from which they could well win In 
deed, such was the piedicameni that a 
few III the England dressing loom 
could bring them.selves to watch the 
play 

Botham took his time Off his first 32 
balls he scored five tuns and when he 
arrived at the crease, the new bail was 
due in another 17 overs And when 
Alderman did take it, Botham had 
moved up to 28 from ^.3 deliveries. 
Then, suddenly, the floodgates 
opened. In the next 49 balls, the 
chunkily-built batsman accumulated 


1 





another 90 runs Lillee’s bouncers 
were hooked with dreadtui power and 
precision over square leg A short one 
from Alderman was pulled to raidwick 
et foi SIX Then, teaching his centuiy 
with another bnundatv—a sweep off 
Bright—he diove the same bowler 
over the sight screen Never befoie in 
; England Australia Tests has anyone 
I hit SIX sixes iti an innings And, not 
j inapprupridtels, the crowd became a 
I mass of hysteria dancing in unison and 
I waving the I'nioii lack to glory 
! Botham’s hi.siotn 149 not out at 
; Ifcadingley was a sinttacular effort, 
j but this was the rr «1 thing. It was moti. 

' calculated, less Jiaiuv, and by no 
I means a slog If was unforgettable The 
I fastest hundred in Test cricket, in 
^ terms of balls led Iveo and this is the 
■ correct indicator - v^.Is by the West 
' Indian. Rc\ Fiedtuks, at Penh in 
I 197.'; It look him 71 balls In 1902, the 
I legendary Gilbeit Jessop scored 102 
I against Austialia at The Oval in !'j 
I balls At Manchester, with the Ashes 
m the balance, Botham’s hundred took 
86 balls (one tew< i than at Ileading- 
! Icy) Though he vseni Itom five to 118 
I III 70 halls, his aitack on the new ball 
' was a mixture ot awesome strength 
! and alluring tec hniqiie It is doubtful if 
anyone in ihe hisioiv of the game has 
hit the ball with gieater force or such 
grandeur. It won him the man of the 
match awaid for the third time run 
mug 

The transformaiion after twelve 
I Tests of famine as captain is quite 
unique, and Breailev's role in the 
metamorphosis, no less sensational 
“We are both good for each other,” 
Biearley said of his young lion “He 
needs a fathei figure as I need a 
younger brother to help me out.” In 
this context, the influence oi Bob Wil 
lis IS also worth mentioning This War¬ 
wickshire fast bowlei has made a 
splendid comeback taking 25 wickets 
in the series so far but to revert back 
to Botham, he has really left everyone 
aghast, as Kim Hughes remarked “He 
was the only difference between the 
two sides ” 

In the last two days of the Test, 
Graham Yallop and Allan Border (bat¬ 
ting with a fractured finger) both 
reached three figures in a desperate 
bid to c hast* the impossible—.506 runs 
for victory 

In either instance, it was a skilful 
demonstration, and in the case of the 
former, a rather breezy exhibition But 
with the intoxication over Botham’s 
elixir yet to subside, the focus on them 
was considerably distracted But at 
least they proved that Australia’s was 
not as fragile a batting side as they 
have seemed since the second innings 
at Headingley Ir was, however, too 
late, and champagne corks were flying 
in the England balcony, and not 
their’s. 

But not even Botham’s pyrotechnics 
could erase the memory of 24-year-old 
Alderman’s landmark It mi^t have 
overshadowed it, but certainly not 
eclipsed it This Western Australian, 
playing in his maiden senes, boasted a 
bag of 28 wickets before this match. By 



Knott m action ttunng his gntty innings 


the end of it, he had boosted his kitty 
to 37—a new record for an Australian 
bowler in England, surpassing the di<>- 
tinction of 31 victims held by Denis 
Lillee since 1972 It’s easily the most 
outstanding haul by anyone from the 
antipodes, in this country, represent 
ing, as It does, a striking rate of a 
wicket every 40 balls, the next best 
being Lillee’s in 1972 and Ray land- 
wall’s in 1948 

^derman, a medium pacer, with the 
ability to move the ball both ways, is 
unquestionably, the best thing that's 


happened to Australian cricket since 
the Packer crisis, and he is unlikely to 
fade into oblivion the way Bob Massic 
did Of course, it’s difficult to visualise 
him reaping the same harvest on the 
hard wickets in Australia. But he is 
strong and full of .stamina, and the 
experience and confidence he has 
gained from this tour should stand him 
in very good stead Indeed, by the 
conclusion of this serie.s, he could well 
have overtaken Rodney Hogg’s satchel 
of 41 wickets—the Australian record 
against England till date. 
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; iTi^Mii .!•’ijii.! |)l.i\ im; 111 Soiirli Atnt.i, 

I .in nil I I i)J 1 (lO.OlK) pel pl.nn h.is 
I lici II Mi.nU', w.ili John Idiiih tlv 

' i niL'.l.iri() M-U'clor rind .in uiiali.i'.hcd 
I pin '.(iiiUi Aliii.i )>i-isiiiMlitv, .K-liiit; js 
I H''III 1(11 Daxid Sinlli .i[luihan 1 
! Ii.iicd I'lipjisliiiiriii iiiid .1 fiiinii-i Dci- 
I hv'.lnir jiirivei Tin.- R( R li(iu’f\»'i. m 
I Ivfcpiii;; iMili (lie iL'soliilion p,i',si'd :il 
I (he l.isl l( ( niet'tinin .iiul as .i t.illmx 
I lip til the letiei sent In .ill Cliuiilv 
iritki'ti'is .1 lew weeks .iKii v/.iriiiiiK 
them rihoiil the loiisi qiientes lit pltU 
iiifi r- South Mncri ridnined a veiv 
liini altitude, lepiiinandiiiK I'.driLh 
(who will be letaiued as seleitoi) and 
issuini! anolhei idiition In the (ilaveis 
on the daiiKirs iti\ nixed in maintain 
ini: tin slijihlest link with apaitheid 
In Iriit, aiiinnp. ihnse. alie^edlv, 
appioathed bv I di n h. Bob Willis 
einphalnalK staled that he was ''\ot 
interested" tlenlf Boxtoti remaiked 
“No loiiiiele otiei xvas made", while 
r^erek I'ndeiwooJ had “no coinmeni" 
to make In Australia, the Ciitket 
Bo.ini llu'i'e has taken a vuvv siinilai 
to the It'CB’s and C.ieu Cliapiiell is 
alieadv on leioid as not beiriR ax’ail 
able lot the trip 

So, Lord’s claims 'a mciui\ ovei 
attempted piraiv' but it is most unlike¬ 
ly that the South Atritr.ns will rest on 
their oars on the basis nl losinj? the 


tiisl loiin.l Indei d, then ettoils In 
ii'iesi nxti^L.is talent into then 
doniistii S't iiji xx.i, sieppi d lip last 
sc.II XXhen \'xiaii Ruh.nds xvas daiift 
led llu t .11 lot .11 no Hill ei t.iin manner 
lie ix.is p.'.i.iiiinieeil a iniriinnim ot £ 

1 ,~i) (llilMoi .1 thiee .easonslini xvliiih 
he tinned d'lxxii bn.iesehe intends ‘In 
leliiiti to \iilnjii,i I'lie dav and settle I 
down ihett and, 'heielori, would not j 
like III ,’.11 ii.iik xMth .1 stittma j 

< uiienilx, ihe Siinih Ann .ins aie ! 
hopinp lh.it aiine ot the otliei id.ueis, j 
who have little oi no lutuie iri lest | 
(I'likei. will he iniluied to attept tin i 
hifthlv liiir.iiixe pax'nuiit rndinibled ' 
Iv. the moii.'X IS ()iiile st.iKf'ei ini>, ,ind i 
well 111 I Mess ot xvhiit exeii Keiix '• 
I’.ukei I ho ,e to disliiiise flitie is ' 
cilieadx t.ilk 111 LukIisIi tiitkel miles I 
that Ri/xi.iii ni.ix he dioppe'l lot ilu i 
lout o‘India It dial ocmis. (hen, ipiiii j 
n.ituiallx he xxill he templed lo suimni j 
in the South Atman peisu.ision Dm I 
the same innnf .Ictl I linnisoii xvhose I 
xh.iiuis .)1 (.oiTiiiitt haik into the An i 
Sll.ill.lli side alt xeiv it mole, lonld | 
si'iise in the olli i a liandsnnie itwaid | 
at the end nl the tunnel But most , 
othei' xxilii a hop*' and ,is|iii,ition to 
plax Test eiiiket xmiuIiI, mo.,t piob 
ably spiiin the overtuies 

K.il till ipiesiiiMi I, ii aiii .il the 
le.ulinit liphls do take the plunp.c, what | 


kind ol II (.ill il.iix .niiiiniaii ihi ni 
thoiilii.s xontine- It tin \ .iil.ii'.iiilv 
(hop ,1 jil ivi 1 loi Sou'll .Mill ,111 len 
iieiiiori' Ihi'x toiild .ii;.im he (.ninj; 
libel Im nsTiiUiiiL' li.idi pi.ulnes' 
In this lontisi, 'In < .iminonwe.ihh 
1*111111' Ministers lenti'ii me ui .Mel 
boiiini in OlIiiIi r, vshn h is evpe,'ed 
In M define ihe (.h in .ipli s \nei 
ineid, I mild he .i I'oidi Inn in Intme 
handlini' oi ihe siiioition Moieoxei, 
the molinn likeK to In mil.i.lni i d hy 
f .hail I III ihi riexi (rioii.d A"eii>l.lx 
'.ession ot ih>' I'nil.'d .N.ition i ndoi s 
inn the S.iii.m hl.n k h'.l .ind pel h.ips, 
niiilininf’ the |ien,iil!i s m In l.m <| In 
indixidual.. lo.ild .il .o 'lotke :lu' i.isk 
ol (ink. I olliii.ih iniu h i.i'Ki 

•11 loiii'e ill.' 11 i iiKinbeis haxe 
lesolvi.l nol in viii.inise individuals 
toi ihe (I'ln in ini', xxhirh is .i lontr.i 
di<.ii.)n o| in> S loioi hni , .ind exen d 
(Ins IS I nloii 11( hv all ' lie I est pkivim; 
loiiiniiis, ,1 III X' pi obit in flow is tin 
.iMitiidi I'lxx.iids New /( .il.tiid \s pel 
.III 11 ( dll'.ion Ihi (ail ih.il ihe 
SDiilh .Vi'i.in lui’.bx liarn has been 
.illow'd iiiio that (.miiitix should not 
ledi II on ihe Kixxe.’ cnike liio; lutiiie 
I'm ill! iMi.'ei miU'iil' lo'uiined in 
I Indiin; the Kiitish .in,I tin ,\nsti.ihaii, 
max not loimide xxilh this opinion 
Indeed, ^llsl|,lll.l's xisil to New Zea 
kind e.iilx next year vxill now h.ive to 
In- VI IV laiiliillv toiisideied 
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ATANU BHATTACHARYA 



WSpot 


report 


INDIAN SQUAD TO MERDEKA 

AIFF could have done a 
better job 

T he team that is to represent India I tough, rugged approach, Mon 
at the'Merdeka Football Tourna- I will definitely control a ereat 


X at the'Merdeka Football Tourna¬ 
ment IS definitely not the best avail¬ 
able one L,et us take a close look at 
I the team that is going to Kuala Lum¬ 
pur Goalkeepers Bhaskar Ganguly, 
Atanu Bhattacharya, Defenders- Com- 
I pton Dutta, Monoranjan Bhattacharya, 
Sudip Charteijee, G S Parmer, 
Shyamal Banerjee, Aslam Khan. Link¬ 
men Parminder Singh, Mihir Bose, 
Prasun Banerjee, Knshnendu Roy, 
Forwaids. Vijav Kumar, Xavier Pius, 
Shabbir Ali, Narendra Gurung, Harjin- 
der Singh and Bidesh Bose 

Let us start with the goalkeepers It 
seems rathei foolish to play in a 
tournament abroad with onlv two 
custodians Ia?t us look at it this way 
one of them (an get seriouslv injured 
during the lust matih or ev(*n during 
piailue The team will then he left 
with lost one custodian, with no one to 
sulisritute him it he m turn is hurt At 
hast three goalkeepers should have 
lu en included Theie can hardly be 
ativ doubt that Bhaskar is one of the 
best custodi.iii in the country, if not in 
Asia The only other goalkeeper in the 
country who can give him some tom 
petition is Biahnianand Salgoaikar of 
Salgaoncar, Goa 

But luck was not with Brahmanand 
Dui mg an exhibition match at Patna, 
he rushed out in anticipation of a shot 
and in the proces* had his left hand 
V rushed under Kusaiio Antao’s boot. 
This resulted in a compound fracture 
and he was hruiight back to Cakutta 
and operated upon, with a plate and a 
screw employed to get the hand back 
into shape But even the best team of 
doctors could not get him ready for 
this riip and the question of whether 
he will be able to play at all is m 
doubt There was vt-iy htlle to chose 
between Bhaskai and Brahmanand 
and he would definitely have made the 
trip if It had not been for the injury 
The chief coacn, P K. Banerjee, has 
been heard saying in certain circles 
that Biahmanand. with his height, 
could have been the first choice In his 
absence, Atanu Bhattacharya got the 
nod 

The defence looks quite solid Com¬ 
pton Dutta and Shyamal Banerjee 
should be the two wing-backs in the 
4-2-4 or 4-3-3 formation Considering 
their form, it is difficult to imagine 
anyone replacing them Monoranjan 
Bhattacharya is also certain of gaining 
a place as one of the two stoppers. 
With his international experience and 


tough, rugged approach, Monoranjan 
will definitely control a great deal of 
area in the middle But who will be the 
other stopper? In all probability, it will 
be JCT’s Parmer The othet stopper to 
accompany the team is Sudip Chatter- 
jee of Mohun Bagan But, Patmei, also 
a tough exponent of the game, will 
perhaps get the nod because of his 
international expei lence 

Like Atanu, Sudip, a voung player, 
should gain a lot of expei lence fiom 
this trip. The other defender in the 
squad is Aslam Khan, who has very 
little chance of making it to the first 
team, unless the iwo side backs aie 
injured But is this the best available 
set of defenders’ Definitely not' Sub- 
lata Uhattacharva is the best stopper 
we liave and he, along with Monoran¬ 
jan should have been the ideal choice 

If the team plays in the 4-3 .3 forma¬ 
tion, the coach will not have much of a 
problem and will held Parminder 
Singh, Mihit Bose and Prasun Baner- 
loe, with Knshnendu being the substi¬ 
tute in the midfield But which two 
players will be used if India adopts the 
4-2-4 formation’ Prasun is suie to 
make it, as he is the onlv positive half, 
because both Parminder and Mihir arc 
technically forwards convened into 
halves While Pai minder has been 
plaving as a halt over the last few 
years, Mihir has onlv played in a 
couple of matches in this yeai’s 
League He had been forced—reluc¬ 
tantly, It IS leported—to play as a 
linkman for Mohun Bagan because 
their star medio, (jautam Sarkar had a 
muscle pull 

Gautam Saikai sustained this set 
back at the stait of the League and 
only after the other linkmer were 
tiled and thev failed was Mihii told to 
play as a medio Though he is a haid 
woiker and (an take a tremendous 
load, he is definitely not a positive ball 
winner in the midheld On the other 
hand. Pai minder has international ex 
penence as his plus point Both can 
take long range shots and can act as an 
extra forward, but how far they will 
succeed iii gaining territorial suprema- 
c*' in the tough matches, remains to be 
seen Perhaps in this sphere we will 
miss Pu.sparaj Kumar of Karnataka, 
who has been included as a stand-bv 
He IS a positive linkman and has 
represented the country in the jiast 

T he forward line seems to be in a 
mess. There are three basically 
left-footed players—Bidesh Bo.se, 
Narendra Gurung and Harjinder 


Smgh—and only one positive right¬ 
winger in Vijay Kumar, along with duo 
strikers Xavier Pius and the captain of 
the .side, Shabbir AJi Since he has 
been made the captain, the selectors 
are suie Chat Shabbir has a place in 
the side Chief coach P K Banerjee 
has labelled Xavier the most danger¬ 
ous stiikei in the country today. It tan 
therefore be expected that these two 
will make it to the first team 

What about the others’ If the team 
plays in the 4-3-3 formation, we can 
leave out Vijay Kumar. Still, there are 
three contenders for the last spot. 
Bidesh should be the first choice be¬ 
cause he can cope with rough tackles, 
whereas on the other hand both Naren¬ 
dra and Harjinder, though very good 
ball players are basically timid Har¬ 
jinder can play in the left striker’s 
position, but that will mean beating 
Xavier for the spot, which set'ins 
rather difficult 

On the other hand, if India adopts 
the 4-2-4 formation, Vijay Kumar, 
being the only positive rifdit-winger, 
makes It to the first team, bur the 
coach will be faced with the same 
problem in fielding the left winger 
spot Hei e, one will miss Manash Bhat- 
rachaiya, who without doubt is the 
best right-winger in the counti v today 
It IS reported that Vijay Kumar got the 
nod because of his South Indian con 
nection If this is true, it is definitely a 
sad commentary on the state of affairs 

AQrer the first coaching camp, and 
after the 21 deserteis left the camp, a 
team was selected to tour Dacca, but 
the trip ultimately fell thiough After 
the second camp started at Sec-imdra- 
bad. seven of these deserteis. Bhaskar, 
Compton, Shyamal, Monoranjan, 
Mihir, Prasun and Bidesh were told to 
reinforce the camp .Since all are in the 
team, they were obviously taken with 
that motive in mind If these seven can 
be recalled what was wrong in iiii lud 
ing Subrata Bhattacharva and Manash 
Bhattachaiya’ 

Prior to the camp, it was fieaicl that 
only .seven plaveis would be taken 
because the Govi-rnment, though it 
had pardoned the players toi their 
past follies, had in'-tiucted the Ail 
India Football l-’edci.iiion in take onlv 
seven players at a time 11 wc pni(«-ed 
on this assumption, SiibiaM and IVfaii 
ash should have also inane •' Subrata 
IS still better than Monoraiiian and if 
the choice had lieeii between the two, 
-Subrata should have been given the 
nod But, I still inaiiiidin, Subrata and 
Monoianjari would have been the 
ideal pail of stoppers 

In the forward line, Bidesh has been 
lecalled In the camp we alreadv had 
two left looted plaver'-, Narendra and 
Harjinder, and so it would nor have 
clfected the team had Bidesh not been 
included On the othei hand, if Man 
ash had been in the team it would have 
been more penetrative because of his 
speed Ideally both should have been 
there, but if the “seven” directive was 

i to be lollovsed sinctlv, Manash would 

I have been a better choice 

I SARAJIT DEB 




Focus 


The dilemma of promising 
young soccer players 
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What does a little-known footballer do when 
approached with an offer from a big club? 
Should he accept, the chances are that he will 
sit on the side-lines for most—if not the whole— 
of the season, as the established stars will 
continue to hold sway. If he ignors the offer, he 
will have to remain in an unheralded side, 
perhaps never to receive such an offer again. 
SARAJIT DEB spoke to some of the up-and- 
coming youngstei’s on the Calcutta Maidan to 
get the full picture 


A MATCH 1 !) in be.>twi-on 

cinc ()1 the bin ii'dins and a 
smallet side The home team leads by 
a comtoriablf margin and is sure ol 
victory Midway thtough the second 
half, a young, promising player is seen 
warming up on the .idelines The 
coach accompanies him to a spot near 
the centre line and calls oui one ol the 
established stais. substiiiiring him 
with the voungsier 


He immediately becomes the centie 
III atriaction His team mates, ioaches, 
I he olticials of the club and specta 
tors—and of course the people who are 
lisiening to the ladio commentary -all 
tuilow each and every moment made 
bv this young playei Depending upon 
his petfoiniance in that sliori peiiod, 
ludgetneiit is pass«‘d He is eithei 
booed lot eveiy mistake he commits, 
Ol it ihe speclatois think he is capable 



of becoming a good player, they bear 
with him If he is extremely lucky, he 
will be cheered 

If he should fail, another dream is 
shattered If he succeeds, he has a 
chance of making it to the first team in 
future 

The scene described above is not at 
all uncommon on the Calcutta Maidan, 
but let us go back a bit further When 
the so-called junior teams play against 
the so-called big sides, all the players 
in the less-fancied outfit make it a 
practice to produce their very best 
form They know that in order to catch 
the eves ol talent stouts, they will 
have to perform well against big 
teams Ft is well known that talent- 
scouts of the hig reams do not bothei 
to watch marches involving weaker 
sides, instead preternng to concen¬ 
trate on games involving both big and 
small teams It is but natural, there¬ 
fore. that these plaveis leserve their 
very best lor ihe matches against the 
Big Three 

It veiy often happens that one or 
two player'- from the junioi learn play 
well, either thwarting their opponents' 
moves, ot is constantly harassing the 
defence of the home team Immediate- 
Iv. the scouts make a mental use ot the 
player or plaveis in ciuestion This is 
often the first step to discussion in the 
club circles as lo whether these 
youngsters should be lecmi'ed tor ihc 
coming season 

There are two sides to every coin, 
and the above iiislanie is no exi ep- 
lion hirst there is the posit'on side 
'Ihe ing club wants to eiisiue the 
services ot the young plaveis for it'.elf, 
because they U'vognise poteriiia! when 
they see it It is an added bonus if they 
have spotted a player—sav, a left 
hack—and that position ifeods rem- 
toiciiig in the big team It a paiticulai 
jilavei in a big sicle is ageing or is 
li.ible to take a tiaiisfei the scouts are 
hawked when it comes to unearth'iig a 
potential t''placemeiil 

llieie IS aiiothei leason loi signing 
on voung plaveis this is the negative 
side ot the loin Big ilubs sometimes 
adopt a dog in th»- manger attitude, 
signing on talented votingsters simplv 
to pieveni them fiom assisting rival 
sides Thus, if tor instance, Muhun 
Bagaii oftiiials feel that a certain 
player might be approached by East 
Bengal, they sign him on first not 
because they want him but because 
they do not want their rivals to get 
him All this adds up to pisi one thing 
another promising plavet is brought 
over lo sit on the sidelines 

Comes the tiansfer season and the 
officials ot the hig club appioach the 
plavei He is offeied a considerable 
sum ot money (considerable in terms 
of what he would otherwise receive in 
a small team) and also a verbal assur¬ 
ance that he will be given a fan chance 
to make the grade in the first teams 

The plaver. who usually comes from 
a finunciallv lowet-middle or even low 
class tamily, cannot ignore the offer 
and takes the plunge. As a young 

nlaver told n»i»' “ After all we mev rwv* 


get this kind of offer every year. We 
try to make the best of it when it 
comes ” Of course, it would be wrong 
to say that only the monetary factor 
plays a role in his attraction for the big 
club. Another equally important factor 
IS that he is getting a chance to play 
for a big team, the dream of every 
footballer right from the moment he 
starts playing on the Calcutta Maidan 
But what IS ironic is that these young, 
promising players take the plunge 
without the least knowledge of 
whether they are going to be given a 
fair trial or whether they will warm 
the sidelines for the rest of the year 
The practice sessions begin undei 
the guidance of the coach after the 
transfers are over With very little 
practice together, the teams depart to 
play outstation tournaments This year 
Mohun Bagan went to Calicut to play 
in the Sait Nagjee tournament, while 
Ea.sr Bengal and Mohammedan Sport¬ 
ing went to Bangalore to participate in 
the Stafford Cup In addition, Md 
Sporting played the inaugural Sanjay 
Oandhi Memorial Gold Cup tourna¬ 
ment at Patna The coaches cannot 
take the iisk of introducing new blond 
into then teams unless, of course, this 
IS absolutelv necessary So the estab¬ 
lished plaveis are fielded in the side 
and the newlv-recnmed voung, prom¬ 
ising players aie mostly left out in the 
cold 

The next step is that the teams 
leriirn to Calcutta and begin prepara¬ 
tions loi the I'ederation Cup In the 
Fedcialion Cup too, unless it is abso* 
liitelv essential that they be included 
the young plavers ate made to sit on 
the sidelines Slowlv, these players 
begin to question the wi.sdom of their 
initial decision to sign up It becomes 
appaient to them that even though 
thev might have been as good as the 
established plavers duiing practice, 
(or even belter), the coach is not in a 
position, lor various reasons, to field 
them in the first team 
Most of these plavers then tesign 
themselves to their fate and wait anx¬ 
iously for the Calcutta League to start 
They know that their team will have to 
play more than 21) matches and they 
think that in the gruelling three-month 
period some of the established playets 
are bound to take a rest, while others 
may be injured and so they wait anx¬ 
iously for the chance that will come 
They also know that they must make 
the most u.se of the first chance that 
comes their way Fgr this precise 
rea.son, the players continue to prac¬ 
tise seriously, if they have not already 
Tost heart by then 

T he team that signed on the max¬ 
imum number of players from 
junior sides this year was Mohamme¬ 
dan Sporting, who included no fewei 
than ten youngsters. Samir Mukher- 
jee, Balai Mukheriee, Samiran Saha, 
Nirmal Chatterjee (from Aryan), Kar- 
tick Sett, Sibnath Barui, Seikh Aktar- 
uddin (from Rajasthan), Ashok Chat- 
terjee, Aloke Mukherjee (from George 
Telegraph) and Uttam Majumdar 
(from. Kidderpore) all signed on lor 



'Arup Das movmq 'Uriai^rously in une jt thp Leagun matches hr i*. f, mako it tiig 


Mohammedan Sixiiiing None ot iln-se 
plavers wa*. gi\( n tniith ol a ih.ini'e ai 
Patna oi at Bangi'liiie But in the 
Fedeiation t up, we saw a change in 
the regi-lar team legiilai lelt back 
Gauranga Baneijee was lenlaced bv 
up-and-coining voung Aloke Miikhei- 
lee m the Inst niiitch against h,dgann 
cai "In that ji.niKuiai match. I was 
not able to piav my noinial natuial 
game Perhajis 1 wanted to pla> \ei\ 
well and toi that reason. I was iiei 
vous In the next mcitch against K'T, I 
was slighiiv belter and in fact I did not 
play too liadiv against Fast Beng.il in 
the last ma<c'h of the qiiartc.-tiiial 
league although 1 was replaced by 
Gauranga Banerjee In the st>mi final 
and final, it was Gauranga who plaved 
in that position,” Aloke recollected 
“Prasanu Baiieijee and out captain 
Moidu! Islam came to me with an otfeu 
to join Mohammedan Sporiings 1 leal 
used that because I had plaved well 
last year, thev were giving me the 
offer I thought that if 1 clid not t.ike up 
the challenge this year, 1 might run get 
the oppoituniiy ever again, simply 
because I might not be able to pioduce 
the toim 1 had displayed last veai I 
was confident on one score it I got a 
chance. I'd prove mvself. 


'In a Wiiv, 1 admit I was lui tv to gut 
the lireak so cai 1\ in the tournament I 
got the chance mainly because 
Gauranga was su k .ind was not with 
i the team at the begltmmg ot the 
I'edeiatiim ('uj) He loinetl the team 
latei and look ocet his old position, 
hut in the two and a-halt matches I 
' jilased at Madias. I think I vv.is able to 
i [11 (ICC tnat 1 am capable ol placing in 

I the posiiioti ■ 

‘ Al.oki came back with a cc-ngeance 
' (luting the l.eai’ne "1 knew that the 
i seriioi, I'si.iblished plavc'is would he 
I gi\en fust [iieteiencc so, 1 started 
i jn ac 1 icing, in 1 ight eai nesi I'ltimatelv 
' I was i(‘wardeci when I was given hack 
' mv position in the l.eag le matches 
i ,S1 iwlv, I oceic.imc the initial netcous 
■ ness wlinh I h.id laced in the match 
' .igainsi .SaliMoiuar I managed t<i gel 
the beiii'i ot It 1 lealised that the first 
\ VC ai ill a big leaiii is vital and so I tried 
j to pl.e wc 11 111 ill the matches I know 
' that the I lowd watch me vt-iv cat etui 
> l\ .111(1 so ii I pl.iv hadlv oil a ji.iiiiculai 
da\ 1 give nn all lot the next match, 
so that m\ bad performance bei oines a 
[ thing ol ttic past, lor the ciowd.” 

1 Aloke has cstablishc'd himself in ,he 
1 team, but as he himself said he was 


lucky to ^et a break so early in the 
season Undeniably, he utilised it to 
the maximum and prompted P K 
Baneriee, the national coach, to sav “I 
think at present there is no tougher 
tackier in India than Aloke Besides 
his heading and sliding tackles, he has 
a powerful leh toot and covers a lot of 
ground wiih his left-fooled shots He 
does not believe in percentage football 
and IS not at all afraid to take risk 
However, he should pav mare atten¬ 
tion to hall control and off-ihe-mark 
speed ” That, then, is Aloke’s good 
fortune But what about the other 
nine’ They were given opportunities 
only when it was absolutely es.sential 
that they play, when the established 
1 plavers were in | tired or when their 
stai players were doing duty at the 
I Asiad preparatory camp They con¬ 
tinue practising legularh in the hope, 
that ihev will be given a chance and 
that when it comes along, they will 
have to utilise it to the fiillcsi. 

Let us see what oiii' ot these nine 
plavers, Balai Mukhei let has to sav “I | 
loiP'' J the big te.im with the know j 
ledge that 1 might have to retui n to mv I 
formei side But 1 was willing to take 
the risk because 1 thought it might be j 
too late it 1 let this oppoitiinitv slip 1 
aftei all. 1 have lieon plavnig tor small ' 
teams lot the last six vears and if at 
this stage 1 did not take the risk, when 
would I have done sc.’ I came here 
with the idea that 1 would have to fight 
very hard i*' get into the legulat 
I teams But t>it n. 1 thought that it 1 was 
able to plav at least .seven matches foi 
Mohammedan Sporting, that would de¬ 
finitely be better than playing 21 
mate hes loi smallei team 

“No, I do not think that I rnade a 
mistake At least at this stage, I am 
still optimistic alioiit mv future If 1 ! 
feel I will have lo go hack to a >mall '• 
team, 1 won’t hesiiate But at least 1 I 
will bt clean in ni\ conscience that 1 | 
tried to make il big A positive advaii ; 
cage 1 have gduied in cmiing to a big 
team is practici In mi small teams, ' 
we do not have tUis kind of seiious | 
practice And piaciising with the , 
senior plaveis ha-, helped rue a lot 1 i 
have played a i ouple oi inatclies in the i 
League iiiid .im now «.imng pai lenily, 
piactisiiig hatd in order t-i uiili-.c the \ 
chance when it nevr mints'' ; 

This veai, ironically enough, there is | 
a crop of voung, promising plavers who ' 
are in 'hr- leikoning lot the narional | 
team but die lailing to make the giade ' 
in their respective clnh teams In the 
Mohammedan Spoiling side, thcie is i 
Karrick Sett, who was called foi the | 
first camp at Salt Lake and latct I 
seleclecl f<>r the team that was to visit ] 
Ddfca The laiiei trip fell through 
because the C-iovecnment did not grant 
permission He was also railed fo» the 
second camp, bur was sent back to 
assist his club side lie is now playing 
regulaily for the club but was only- 
used a.s a reset ve when the side was at 
full .strength Actualby, one cannot 
think of anyone to leplacr* the Moham 
medan Spotting mmbinanon of Man 
ash Bhattdcharya, Shabhir Ah, Md 


Akbar and Bide&h Bose. But, at least 
he has been used as a replacement 
from tune to time. 

N the Mohun Began side, there are 
also a few players, three to be pre¬ 
cise, who fall into the same category as 
Kartick Sett. They are Sudip Chatter- 
yee, Biswajit Bhattacharya and Arup 
Das IVhile Sudip is in the ream that i.s 
going to Kuala Lumpur to play in the 
Merdeka Football Toui-nament, Biswa 
jit has been included as a stand-by 
Arup's case is similar to that of Kar- 
uck. He was selected fui the Dacca 
trip, called for the second camp but 
was sent back to assist his club 
While .Sudip is in the Indian team, 
he IS not considered good enough to 
represent his club, Mohun Bagan He 
played a few matches in the League, 
but that was only when the regular 
stoppers, .Subraia and Samar Bhat- 
tacnai va were given a rest. In the vital 
matchc.s it was the Bhattacharya duo 
that played as stoppers Biswajit was 
also tried on a few occasions but he 
was never in the first team Now, while 
the duo finst-ianking strikers, Xavier 
I'uis and Mihir Bose are doing national 
duty, Arup hac found a place in the 
'yide He has displayed skill, and he has 
the advantage of being able to play in 
all the four positions in the forward 
line 

Arup’s line of thinking is quite 
deal “I had reached a certain level, 
having repiesented Railways m two 
Nationals I was prepared to take the 
risk, otherwise it would have been too 
late I know there would be stiff com¬ 
petition, but I was ready to fight for a 
place in the team I have definitely 
improved because ol the piactice I’ve 
been through—it is very effective But 
I have come to play and I would 
definitely not have come if I had 
thought I was being taken on to sit on 
the sidelines 1 still maintain, it's bet 
ter to play fui a small team than to sit 
on the sidelines foi a big team ’’ 
Amp has moie or less made it Kven 
after Xavier and Mihir come back, it 
will be ditficulc to drop Arup, who may 
be tried in a diffeieni position .And 
even if he is not able to make it to the 
fust team, he will snic-lv be the ninn 
her one substitute as fai as the for 
waids are concerned 
The Mohun Bagan defence totals a 
full fooihali side—11 playeis Among 
them IS B'swaiit Bose ('hem Aiyan! 
w-hi) was the juniui Indian tap».uii-oii 
the last trip lo Dacca The defence is 
more oi less settled with Compton 
Diirta, Subrata, Samai and Shyamal 
Baneriee holding lort There is no 
place for an, other plaver unless the 
regulars are given a rest or injured 
So, the obvious question is why did 
Mohun Bagan recruit so many players’ 
There was a lot of trouble prior to 
the transfers The 21 playeis had left 
the Asiad coaching camp and Mohun 
Bagan had suspended their players for 
lero-.ng the c?mp without the club’s 
pci mission It was during this period 
of hesitation about whether the sus¬ 
pension would be withdrawn or not 
that Mohun Bagan recruited Biswajit 


and Sudip (from Bengal Nagpur Kail 
way) along with Satyajit Mitra (East 
Bengal). Gautam Bhattacharya (from 
Mafatlal), Samar Bhattacharya itiom 
East Bengal) and retained S.iii|eec 
Choiidhurv, Ashok Chakravorty and 
Pradip Choudhury, as they were iin 
sure of the fate of Sulnata Compton 
and Shyamal 

Said Biswajit “I joined the club 
dating the controversial period and I 
was given to understand that I would 
be given a chance 1 also rhoughi that 
since those players (Subrata, Shyamal 
and Compton) had been suspended, I 
would have a fair chance of getting 
into the first team At the beginning of 
the season, I was doubtful as to 
whethei I had made a correct decision 
in loiniiig Mohun Bagan 
“But I did not lose heait and M-pt j 
practising so that I would be absolute ' 
ly tit I wanted to make it sure ilia' ! 
whenevei I got the tir.st opportuniiv 1 j 
would make people understand th.ir J j 
am a good ioothaller Right fiom mv ' 
childhood, 1 Wave always b€*en conti- j 
dent about what 1 do So 1 piactised 1 
hard and have tried to utilise every , 
chance that came my way I think mv ' 
game has improved because ot sys ' 
tematic training ’’ j 

Bi.swajit got a chance when Shyamal ' 
j and Compton went olt to do national i 
I durv He utilised the oppoitiimrv web ■ 
I and with his fin*- ball sense, distiibu ' 
j non and tackles Was mote oi less ■ 
established himself m 'he team At 
I piesent. it is ditficult i'- Miinm'ii him j 
I failing U) make it big, .0 gooi* h.i-, tieen ’ 
his performance ' 

I N the Last Bengal side, no one has i 
leasuns to icimplain All the voung . 
j plaveis who were recruited this veai ; 
j were tried. That they tailed is a sepa- 
I rale niartci At least, neither the club 
I iioi the coach can he blamed for that 
; Every veai the same tale is repe- 
I a*^od Icn to IS up-and-coming players 
I join the big learns, but of whom »,nlv 
I about five make it If not that yi-ai, 

; they do so the following season, but 
i the rest ‘.tiller They sit on the side- 
j iin--s lor most ot the sea.son and eitlier 
I thc-v go back to the smaller leam.s -.he 
] lollowing' year or they take another 
> c hance and stay on, hoping against 
j hope to make if big 

This IS a very complex situation, 

I because one cannot put the blame on 
I anyone in particular While the club 
deliniiely needs new, voung plavers to 
rendei yeoman service atter being 
groomed, the players for then part 
cannot ignore the offer At the same 
lime, It is a veiv risky decision for the 
club coach to field a young player 
right fiom the beginning of a season. If 
the- yoiingstei clicks, all is fine, other¬ 
wise the coach bears the brunt of the 
ciiticism So he has no other alterna¬ 
tive but 10 cairy on with the estab¬ 
lished playeis and wait tor the right 
opportunity to give these players a 
chance In the ultimate analysis, it 
depends upon the players concerned 
and on how well they utilise the 
chance when it finally comes their 
way. 




News: National 


CALCUTTA LEAGUE 

Mohammedan Sporting on top 

SUBHASH SARCAR and SARAJIT DEB report on 
the closing stages of the League 


MOHAMMEDAN SPORTING have not 
had much to cheer ahout ovei the last 
lew yeais, but what followed then 
victory against Rajasthan had to be 
seen to be believed There were tears 
of jov, uncontrolled outbursts of ec¬ 
stasy and giown-up men hugged each 
other like little children Straageis 
cm hr at ed and thumpet' each other on 
the back, their oiiK common bond 
being iheir love tor the team that had 
i fina'lv won the League 
j In the mam. there wete two men 
i lesponsible for the victory The first 
was club president Eifan Randerian, 
the seoind was goalkeeper Rhaskai 
GangiiK, whost* piesence of mind 
saved the day w’heii all seemed lost 
When he thwarted Amit Bagchi m a 
do fii die situatiiu., it was appiopnate 
1 that Ins side’s goal came as a lesult ol 
I the rni'vt Moliamiiiedan S C’ theieby 
head the League lable loi the eleventh 
I time in the hisloiv ol the club 

in a raie enioiional outburst the 
I club piesideiii said, "Nothing tan be 
I acliieveti wiilioiit team spii it and this 
1 IS precise h what my boys pioved ’’ A 


diaw would have been sufficient for 
the home team to edge out their 
closest iivals, Muhun Hagan and in¬ 
deed, at one stage it seemed that they 
would be held to a tie b\ pluckv 
Rajasthan 

Among the ciowd that thionged the 
ground that dav was Mehboob Khan 
Sabu a lormei Mohiimniedan S t. 1 
player who jourrieyetl to Calcutta aftei I 
3.1 long years to watih his old side tn ! 
action Sabu, who had represented the 
side for 14 long years before he finally 
hung up his boots, said, “'Ihev played 
like champions, but wt iievci missed 
so many chances in oui day Standard 
wise, too, we weie superioi” 

His assessment was a tan one, 
Mohammedan Sporting certainly had 
their tan shaie of chances in the first 
half, but they pioved lar too erratic 
All inev needed was that one supreme¬ 
ly iinpoitaiii goal, hut then toiwards 
proved unec|iial to the task ol getting 
past custodian Ta’-un Dutia. who 
warded olf all danger confidently 
Said coach Shyamal Hose aliei the 
game, “My goalkeeper played a lantas 


tic game when voii take into consideia- 
liori the fact that onU last season he 
was a second division goal-ktcper My 
ream went all i>ut and sometimes we 
gave them then shan ot aiiMous mo¬ 
ments Sioppc'i Ganiain Shome and 
linkman Swaiiaii Koiiih played ex 
tiemelv wt-ll Captain Kiishnagopal 
Chowdliuiv .ilso did exiieineh well " 

Kaiasihiiii went into tht attack atiei 
the breather with Kiishnagopal vol¬ 
leying ovei tlu bai. t > the disappoinr- 
meni ot Ins side 'I be black and whites, 
bowevei, weie quick to tet iliaie and 
only .1 unique iiitei (ejiiion by Shome 
sac'ed the day with tin goalkeepei out 
ot pos.fioii and Kaiiick Sett leadv to 
pount e 

Once again, the suppoiteis ol the 
home team had an anxious nionient 
when Amii Bagchi pa-v.>ed to Ktish- 
nagopal iiiside ttie box Had Aluke 
Muxliei lee mu Iwori rleeitooied. the I 
story (oiild nave liven dilleient I 
“Moliamniedan Spoifiiig ili-seiyed to | 
win,’ said the Haiastli.Ill coat h “Both | 
sides weie yerv tense but it wt had , 
played ibr. mati li earliet, yve would { 









probably have snatched a point. It was 
Maskar who saved the day for them. 
Had he delayed a fraction of a second, 
the story could possibly have been 
different." 

In the words of Abdus Sattar “I don’t 
know how to express myself. My boys 
reallv gave of their best. This is a 
wonderful moment for us, thanks to 
Bhaskar ’’ 

THE home team were rather anxious 
before their encounter with Behala 
Youth, who had held Mohun Bagan to 
a draw This was quite evident in their 
penultimate match against the spright¬ 
ly Youth boys till the breather It 
seemed as though the pulse rates of 
both the players and the supporters 
rose abnormally high as long as the 
scoresheet remained blank. 

Added to the tension was medio 
Prasanta Banerjee's twisted ankle sus¬ 
tained midway through the first ses¬ 
sion. It must have been painful as he 
continued limping for quite some time, 
but he kept on playing, realising that 
thei e was neither Prasun nor a better 
substitute—and this helped the team 
psychologically Only when Moham¬ 
medan S C netted the first goal did 
Prasanta leave, replaced by Ashok 
Chatterjee 

What the home side wanted desper¬ 
ately was an early lead They did get 
two chances within five minutes but 
both were wasted by Tapan Das He 
missed the first off a backpass by 
Kartick Sett and the second through a 
Manash Bhattacharya centre Tne 
manner in which he attempted these 
two chances exhibited his lack of foot¬ 
ball sen.se At times his display was 
most exasperating although he made 
amends when he scored the team’s 
fourth goal with a brilliant follow-up 
shot Kartick, too had his chances 

“We played under tension because 
we were aware that it was a crucial 
match. We missed .several opportuni¬ 
ties because of excitement and ten¬ 
sion That IS why we could not take the 
lead in the first half,” said coach 
Abdus Sattar Only after Mohamme¬ 
dan S C opened their scoresheet did 
the players leave a sigh of relief. Then 
began the rampage As the coach con¬ 
fessed “As we took the lead the 
tension died and we moved properly 
thereafter ” 

Behala Youth goalkeeper Auiitava 
Choudhury proved his mettle time and 
again. He did not have to bear the 
brunt of conceding a single goal as he 
was replaced after lemon time. As 
coach Achyut Banerjee put it,” He was 
replaced by Shibu Karmakar because 
of an injured leg. But as long as 
Amitava was there we knew no goals 
could be scored*.” Just after defender 
Anupam Bagchi’s timely clearance be¬ 
fore Kartick could make an attempt, 
Amitava Choudhury dived brilliantly 
and fisted out a rasping Prasanta vol¬ 
ley. This was followed by a fine piece 
of anticipation by the goalkeeper 
Manash had only the custodian to beat 
off a Nirmal Chatterjee through pass 
but Choudhury intercepted with preci¬ 
sion and averted the crisis. 

But the day belonged to Manash who 








scored the lott^ awaited hat-trick 
Manash began his quest for the hat- 
tnrk with a fine volley from a Moidul 
Islam header off a flag kick five mi¬ 
nutes aftei resumption. I'hen, availing 
a Tapan Das lob eleven minutes later, 
Manash beat Youth's wing-hack and 
sent in a left-foot grounder which the 
goalkeeper could barely (ouch before 
It entered the net 
However, the knowledge that he was 
on the verge of a hat-trick seemea to 
have an adverse effect on his game, 
but this was only momentary He could 
have achieved the feat earlier, had 
Kartick not spoiled a move on tup of 
the box, but Manash’s third goal was a 
unique one he beat a host of defen¬ 
ders and sent home a pile-drivei with 
his left foot “Manash deserved the 
hat-trick The last one was a beauty,”' 
commented Sattar, adding, “Tapan’s 
uoal, too, was superb ” 

Talking about his feat, Manash proc¬ 
laimed “My forwards were in¬ 
strumental in my getting a hat-trick 
Being the top goal-getter thus far, with 
17 to hi., credit Manash said “I am 
leaving this to the Almighty We are in 
such a position that it is difficult to say 
whethei I’ll be the top-scorer We are 
all tensed up and the match against 
Rajasthan will be very crucial in de¬ 
ciding the title issue, whereas lamshid 
Nasim, who is only one goal behind 
me, really had no tension as East 
Bengal is alieadv out o* the contest.” 

EAST BENGAL: The matches of the 
home team assumed nothing more 
than academic interest Perhaps the 
only man really interested in the 
matches is Jamshid Nasirri, who is 
heading for the top scorer’s spot, along 
with Manash Bhattacharya The match 
against Aryan proved to be a lucky one 
for Jamshid, who got two of his club’s 
thiee goals. It was a ea.sy-naced march 
.and judging by the Aryan lineup it was 
apparent that they were least in- 
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A moment in front of the Raiasthnn goat 

rviested in the match Mom ol then 
retjular players were absent and jl was 
mote or less a second-strinK side 
The home team got the first oppor 
tunitv to torge ahead as early as the 
fifth minute when Amalraj, after dodg¬ 
ing past a few defenders, centred the 
ball which went to Somenath Batier- 
jct, who took a piompt header 
Howevbi, ' vrTi atier the ball had 
beaten cusiooian Achintva Das, it was 
saved on the goalhne by Sankar Sar- 
kai East Boiigai did not have to wait 
lung to lake the lead, as an oppurtun- 

JamihiJ si'orn^ a ooa' auamit Honrith Union 


iiy tamo then way two minutes later 
Somenath sent a long pass from the 
midfield which was well anticipated 
by Majid The latter's line centre into 
the penalty box went to Jamshid, who 
made no mistake, sending the ball 
home with a neat placement The same 
combination was also instrumental in 
the scoring ol ihe second goal, which 
came minutes befoie the btcather 
From a tree-kick just outside the box. 
Majid sent a measuted shot tor Jam¬ 
shid and all the latter had to do wa.s ' 
nod the ball in ' 


After the change of ends. Aryan got 
a chance to narrow the lead Shyamal 
Bhattacharya sent a through pass to 
Amitava Mukherjee The latter, anti¬ 
cipating the ball, ran down the middle 
and had only the goalkeeper to beat 
But the East Bengal custodian, Gopa- 
bandhu Sahu, rose to the occasion, 
rushed out and dived to collect the 
ball That was the best chance Aryan 
had in the match A few minutes 
before the final whistle. East Bengal 
scored the last goal of the match, this 
time through Majid Amairaj gave the 
ball to Jamshid, who passed it on to 
Majid, whose shot from inside the box, 
curved into the net. 

THE defenders saved the day for 
East Bengal in then next match, 
against Howrah Union It was the 
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Majid gets the better of two Howrah 
Union piayers 


\ junior team that held territorial sup¬ 
remacy, because the midfield was in 
their posse.ssion It was a scrappy, 
luckiustre affair and the forwards of 
both teams failed to find anv gaps near 
the goal area But it was the Howrah 
Union forwards who never allowed the 
East Bengal defenders to rest 
East Bengal got a goal seven mi¬ 
nutes before the final whistle Dilip 
Palit sent a long clearance which went 
to Amairaj, who sent it across to 
Sankar Adhikary. Sankar sent in a 
ertect centre and Jamshid headed 
ome. But what was most striking 
about the match was that after the 
home team had gone into the lead, all 
their players fell back to defend their 
citadel Even the forwards weie in 
their own penalty area, and after that 
they did not even try to increase the 
margin. 



WESTERN INDIA T.T. 

Playing 

standard 

improves 

FAROKH KHODAIJI 


T he announcement made by the 
Table Tennis Federation of India 
(TTFI) that performances m the West¬ 
ern India Regional Championship 
would be considered for team selec¬ 
tions, lent an edge to the contests in 
the senior events 

Continuing the good spell he en¬ 
joyed at the selection trials at Patiala, 
Manjit Dua won the men’s singles 
event, defeating Sujay Ghorpade in 
the final. In the trials which preceded 
I the Western India tournament, Manpt 
won all his matches except the one 
against national champion V. Chan- 
dra.sekhar At Bombay, Manjit won the 
tournament, but not before he was 
beaten by unseeded Sunil Babras of 
Maharashtra m the group league Iro 
nically, Babras finished eighth in the 
league 

Dua’s omnipotent weapon is his fore 
hand loopdrive His whole game is 
built around it With improved fitness 
vffiich he displayed this time, the per¬ 
centage of loopdnves he delivered was 
tremendous In tact, his positioning for 
the ball was more accurate compared 
to his previous play. 

The men’s event attracted eight of 
the ten ranked players of India 
National champion Chandrasekhai 
stayed away and S Raniaswamy also 
did not participate Manmeci Singh 
withdiew at the last minute Giving 
Sujay Ghorpade an entry into the first 
eight seedings And how well Sujay 
Ghorpade exploited this stroke of 
luck. He defeated R Hari of Indian 
Airlines m the last 16 and then went 
on to beat Rajat Kathuria and S 
Sriram in the league matches. Both 
these players were also contenders for 
a place in the Indian team for Pyong 
Yong Surprisingly, Sujay lost to Nitin 
Pun in the last match of the league, 
but this did not affect his entry into 
the final 

Incidentally, even thoughi both defe¬ 
ated the finalist from their group Nitin 
Pun and Babras ended up contesting 
the 7h-8th place in the event. The final 
was a repeat of the BCA finals last 
month. Dua was in full cry, and Sujay 
tried vainly to contain him. Dua also 
enjoyed a string of net-chords and 
edge points in his favour, which as 
some players put it, is characteristic 
of the guy". But that does not detract 
from Dua’s superiority He won in 
straight games. 

The match of the singles, however, 
was the one between Kamlesh Mehta 


and Manift Dua It .saw VTamlt nt hi« 



Im/u Pun—doinmaleri 


best He put all his energy and experi¬ 
ence in this match Guts plaved a big 
part in Dud's victory—as he produced 
stroke after stroke in the closing 
stages of the fifth game and scored a 
worthy win 

The women’s singles event was 
dominated by Indu Puri Credit for the 





improvement in Indu’s game goes to 
Korean coach Pak U-Gii He has work¬ 
ed with her on both her game and her 
movements. The result is a player who 
goes for her shots, rathei than play 
diflidentiv Indu doniinuted the .sec- 
liun and if she dropped a game oi two, 

It Wds meiely due to lapst-s ot coiicen- 
tiation 

1 The Western India meet saw rjie 
downtrill of ilu- secord ‘force’ in Indian 
TT , Shailaja Salokhe Shailaja was 
beaten bv Nindini and Kashmira Patel 
in the league matches She finished 
fifth in the event 1 do not recollect 
such a low position for Shaila in the 
last eight years 

Sujay Ghorpade won the boys sing¬ 
les title with lion chalance He was in 
his own world as he served, looped and 
smashed past his opponents He is 
streets ahead oi the lesi The Karnata¬ 
ka sub-junior, Vasanth Bhardwaj and 
Bengal’s Ganesh Kundu also impresa- 
ed Kuiidu won the sifi^junior title- 
defeating Bhardwaj. Jayaiic J%me of 
Pune iiiii-shed thi^'buyc(«m -have 
done better had'Hht tuffiwed ^ un¬ 
necessary defeat againyt Niraj of 
Gujarat / 

Niyori Roy, the jui^ioT girls cham¬ 
pion had a bad toun^ent. She lost to 
Lata Dhote of Nagum in die women’s 
singles Dhote rejmented Maharash¬ 
tra's second team p the past, but done 
little of note sinip. She simply chop¬ 
ped and chopped, while an impatient 
and petulant IjOyoti threw away her 
chances. 

Assam’s Smita Sinha Roy similarly 
defeated MNyofi in the girl’s singles 
final. A gdoo temperament is Smita’s 
greatest asset. She is a lightei all the 
wav Nivoti played ii, patches--some¬ 
times brilliant, sometimes blundeiing 

The siib-juniors girls title went to 
Shipla Takalkai, she defeated top 
seedeil Poonia Rao in the final The 
standard of play in this event was not 
as good as one would have liked to see 

No doubles events were conducted 
A frequent omission now in Bombay’s 
tournaments, and one which oui play¬ 
ers do not seem to miss But doubles is 
not only exciting, ii develops tpiick 
movement and [tnsitioiiuig (or play I 
am soriy doidiles plav is being neg¬ 
lected 

In general, the plaving srandaid was 
better then usual Players had shed all 
their excess fat ai the training camp 
under Pak U Gil. They all looked trim 
I anticipate though that now the camp 
is over, players will go back to their 
ea.sy going wavs, which in one sent 
ence, is the storv of Indian table 
tennis 

The omission of over year-old for 
the camp, 'he exceptions made foi 
Indu Pun and Manpt Dua and later tor 
Nandini Kulkarni--lefi a bittei taste i 
in the mouth ot excluded players, 
Shailaja Salokhe, Kashmira Patel and 
"Vilas Menon Shailaja was especially 
bitrer having si-ived the countiy so 
well ill the last decade Watching her 
play, I too felt Shailaja was .slipping In 
her case she should follow Vijay Mer 
chant’s advice of restoring when peo- 

satle larv^si- Vlr\t 





Just one point 


New venue for Asiad soccer a must 


M. N. SHOME 


FOOTBALL IS today the most poj^u- 


JT lar sport in the country—and a 
money spinner too, next only to crick¬ 
et The chances of India winning a gold 
medal in the sport at next year's Asian 
Games in New Delhi, are rated very 
high Yet soccer is receiving step¬ 
motherly treatment at the hands of the 
Asiad organisers and no separate 
venue for soccer matches has been 
I^Aned. 

The Asiaui Gamed Special Organis- 
ttig romntitdee hat: creditably covered 
a lot of ,v.' O' nd m, • effort to achieve a 
d^NdctaCi '•>- s'lrccss in organising the 
bigy^t ve' Aeuuit as per the sihe- 
duie 'Sr'.tvf' Off net'flingly insurmounr- 
abie obHt:H.le4 CMmiog as they did one 
after the other, ptffttmlar'.y during the 
last nine iaontiit,wdi)il. deter the 
aurhonties from mt dftty |(4ing ahead 
with the gigantic CdMrucdbn targets 
but also announcMg ittonths in 

advance the detailsVuf the venues, 
dates and times. \ 

Ironically, however, thg Games sche¬ 
dule as announced, has bder. a cause of 
great concern aboM the iraooth run¬ 
ning of such an important discipline as 
football, the event which hrrhight us 
two Asian golds and a'bronze 

The 75,000-capacity main stadium 
under construction at Lodhi Road and 
the Delhi and District Cricket Associa¬ 
tion (DDCA) ground at Kotla have 
been chosen for the purpose It is 
understood that while the semi finals 
and the final matches will take place 
at the Main Stadium at night the 
DDCA ground will hold preliminary 
and other matches in the dav and 
evening The plan, is to have two to 
three matches a day at the Kotla 
ground, one of them in the forenoon 
This IS, of course, subject to the 
approval of FIFA since, it is under 
stood, according to FIFA rules, no 
international soccer match, including 
those in the Asian Games, is allowed to 
take place before noon It is also 
understood that two telegrams have 
been sent to the world body to expe¬ 
dite sanction Obviously, over- 
enthusiasm has made the Games offi¬ 
cials somewhat complacent and blind 
to the reality of the situation 

The Kotla ground being essentiallv 
for cricket, conditions underfoot are 
far too soft for any heavy booted game, 
and that too, foi nearly a fortnight ai a 
stretch Also, as football has the max¬ 
imum entries, there will be a heavy 
schedule, and the Kotla ground vvill be 
unable to bear the strain Khwaja 
Ziauddin, president of the All India 
Football Federation (AIFF), and two 
other important soccer personalities 
like Wing Commander K.K. Ganeiilv 



BuUi Singry- c,ri spip out 

and Mr G P .Sinha (Organising Secre 
taries of the Durand and the DCM Cup 
tournaments, respectively) are of the 
firm opinion that if three matches per 
day are played at the Kotla giound, 
the playing sutface would be reduced 
to a veritable dust howl at the end of 
each day and s.nce matches are to he 
held continuously, the surface would 
not bt allowed aiiv time to recovei 
Again rich Asian soccer nations like 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, South Korea 
and ,|apan spend vast amount of 
jn nb . p y., U.U jEin,(t,4evel«giBS .it i 


top-class national football team These 
countries are very fastidious about 
ground conditions Any protest in this 
regard, if upheld by the FIFA observer 
to be posted during the Games, could 
put India to considerable cmbanass- 
ment and an exhorbitant fine amount¬ 
ing to Rs 40,000 It may, incidentally, 
be recalled here that the world body 
attaches immense importance to 
ground conditions and suitability of 
the venue Only lecentlv, one will 
recall, the Malta I'ootball Association 
was fined 10,000 Swiss F. ancs (approx 
Rs 40,000) as the FIFA Technical Com¬ 
mittee members fountl the venue of 
the Malla-Poland match in the Woild 
Cup preliminaiies at the ('>/iia Sta¬ 
dium unfit for any international sou ei 
match 

Unfortunately ihe iinpottance of a 
football competition in an Asian sol up 
was not apparently, fully apptociaied 
by the concerned autl irities ..i the- 
AGOC Talking about ihe ui,,uusa 
tioiial aspect of the loot ball totirna 
ment, Wg Commandei (i.ipguly lucid¬ 
ly expostulated the dilemma involved 
“India holds ihe conipetitum on hehalt 
of the Asian nations and in a inannei 
of speaking aie tiusteos of then confi¬ 
dence and inteiests Participating na¬ 
tions expect the host countiy to pro¬ 
vide neai-equal conditions fot all 
I matches Due con.sideiatioii should be 
! shown to the participating teams' dis 
I inclination to play at anv time of the 
I day Due regard should be shown to 
their normal food and icsst habits All 
this may nui be possible it three 
matches are billed for one dav ai one 
stadium only" , 

Again many soccei experts view 
with great cuiiceiri the absenre of 
proper warm up grounds at the Kotla 
venue The adjoining ground No 2 is 
totally unsuitable because of non- 
iv^lability of any diessing loom faci¬ 
lities nor any could be built there 
awing to the peculiar shape and size ot 
the land If after a warm-up players 
are to rush to dressing looms, some 
SOO yards away and atop rhe present 
cricket pavilion, hundred.s of steps 
upward, India will become the 
laughing stock of the international 
football community This apart, de¬ 
velopment of proper pavilion facilities 
was not possible at the Kotla venue 
wheie there is no structure along the 
length of the field at present 

U NLIKE Calcutta rhe bulk of the 
spectatots in Delhi belong to the 
office-going class Due to floodlighting 
and the likelihood of a liberal outlook 
by the Government with regard to 
office attendance during the Games, 





football matches and unless there is 
proper arrangement for a large num¬ 
ber of entrance and exit gates, there is 
bound to be a stampede at the Kotla 
^ound situated as it is, thus increas¬ 
ing more and more headache for the 
authorities. It will nevertheless be a 
risky proposition since a number of 
foreign VIPs would be attending the 
matches daily. 

Moreover, football VIPs would nev¬ 
er relish the idea of watching from 
behind the goalpost. A cricket sta¬ 
dium, whatever improvements may be 
done, has certain technical limitations, 
which cannot be overcome. Also, any 
improvement effected to the existing 
structure at Kotla would not be a 
legacy for football after the Asian 
Games 

The main stadium at Lodhi Road, on 
the other hand, will be preoccupied in 
staging the athletic events. According 
to the schedule, the track and field 
events would be held there from 
November 25 to December 2 As the 
Stadium will have a loaded program¬ 
me from early morning till late in the 
evening, it will not be possible to stage 
football matches before sunset or ear¬ 
ly morning, both the times, as I said 
earliei, will be inconvenient for the 
public and players alike 

The capital’s familiar football haunt, 
the Amhedkar Stadium at the Delhi 
Gate, venue of the prestigious Durand 
C'ui>—world’s s' rond oldest soccer 
(ompetiti'on aftei the FA Cup in Eng¬ 


land—and Ae famous DCM Cup, Indi¬ 
a’s only international soccer tourna¬ 
ment, tot many decades, fails short of 
international specifications. It cannot, 
therefore, be utilised for any interna¬ 
tional event like the Asian Games 
soccer. 

It IS thus imperative that a new 
football stadium be constructed for 
the Delhi Asiad either on the sprawl¬ 
ing grounds adjoining the Ambedkar 
Stadium or in the nearby Indraprastha 
Estate, where the Gandhi Darshan 
mela is held every year. The mam 
consideration for choosing this site is 
its proximity to the walled city, un¬ 
doubtedly the most popular football 
pocket comprising a vast chunk of a 
revenue earning crowd 

Both the Durand Society and the 
DCM Cup authorities would, I am told, 
gladly cooperate in any venture aimed 
at raising the new stadium. In fact, 
they have assured me that a soccer 
stadium of international standard with 
floodlight arrangements could easily 
be raised in good time without any 
grant of finances from governmental 
agencies, so that not only the game 
could be held in its natural habitat, 
but the daiigei of India tai ing a heavy 
fine for any misadventure is averted 
This would also augment India’s orga¬ 
nisational image among the soccer 
community of this vast continent 

Both the Durand and the DCM Cup 
authorities are very keen about this 
matter as their tournaments are lan¬ 


guishing at present for want of proper 
infrastructuie 

It IS a pity that the most popular 
major game like football should have 
to borrow a cricket ground for the 
Asiad when minor games with little 
prospect of considerable use will have 
separate stadia for each! Numerous 
cogent reasons have been cited and 
repeated tequests have been made by 
experts and veteran soccer organisers 
as well as widely travelled reputed 
sports journalists for the construction 
of a new football stadium in the Capit¬ 
al, but all efforts seem to have ended 
in futility 

Football, the poor man's game with 
mass participation throughout the 
world and the most sought-after event 
in any Asiad, wiili nvei 20 entries, is 
being accorded a pooi relation- status 
by the Asian Games authorities It is 
certainly not yet too late to loircct the 
imbalance in the developme.c ot faci¬ 
lities, partuularly when « ". Fr.i(ne 
Mincstcr is deeply cuntei i. .ibotit . 
making the IX Games o lua'* t o ; 
national pride . f 

Asiad organisers arc a uv»'a*'v^ , 
group under Mr Buta fi'igb .'j'•<+.•»< ; 
strengthened with Mr T .ijiv ■ * 

induction and, ihey^can 'nil save the., 
situation It will be a h'tiK IdhB 
before the G ivernment and wra 
have the time, resources, Isiid and 
inclination to give the Union capiCSd a 
football stadium once the Asiad is 
over It’s now or never 



Ranipal whitens best 







^Sportspeople 


A promlslag 


A HFSITANT siartor, through 
steady improvement, is sure to 
emerge a winner. That, in essence, is 
the storv of Jugta A'ahai. one ot the 
most promising cyclists today on both 
the Karnataka and the national cycl¬ 
ing scene. From an obscuie beginning 
in local race,s, Jugta has risen to the 
level of attending the coaching camp 
for the ensuing Asian Games in 1982 
Jugta’s initial interest in cycling was 
^ust casual Moreover her pai its ob¬ 
jected to It because they considered it 
a very expensive and dangerous spurt 
Bur once she began her winning spree, 
her parents not onlv stopped obiect- 
'>!; hut went .so far as learning all 
rii'i 'i' the s'lort to coai li her Now they 
a's . jiiovta^ing hei all the wav 
,(,.»(« 10 .u-j her debut at the nation- 
.li .cVil ii> September 1979 at the 


Jabalpur Nationals She did not have a 
cycle of her own and instead rode a 
borrowed cycle. Yet, to everybody’s 
astonishment, she walked away with 
the championship in the Under-16 
category After that she has never 
looked back 

Her next big appearance was at the 
Bikaner Nationals in January 1980 
where she participated in the senior 
division. At 1.3'',: years, she became the 
youngest cyclist from Karnataka to 
reach the national level In the 1980 
South Zone championships she got 
medals in all the women’s events, even 
finishing first in one race with a punc 
tured tyie’ She now has a cycle ol her 
own—a French Peugot 

Strangely, Jugta has never had a 
proper coach apart her father, who 
taught het the basic techniques Laiei 
on she attended one camp at Patiala 
where she “got a fair idea of how to go 
about It ” 

“I wish I had a regulai coach. Since I 
have got golds without a coach, I could ; 
do extremely well with proper | 
coaching ” She says in a confident I 
voice, adding that she needs only i 
polishing as the final touches 



Ditip VgngsHfkar gats his life partner On August IS the ace Indian batsman mamad Manali at 


She sees Armen Aral as her closest 
rival “Armen has the best equip¬ 
ment,” says Jugta With a little 
coaching, she is confident that she can 
bear Armen and reach the top “In the 
beginning, I was hesitant but now, I 
have gained confidence,” says Jugta 

In Karnataka, cycling was coming up 
very well in 1980 There weie a lot of 
tournaments, but even then the scene 
does nor look promising as vet There 
are no special facilities a\ ailable, and 
there is no proper cycling track even 
at Bangalore at preseni 

She has not missed a single race 
uiganised in Karnataka and creditably 
has been amongst the best three in 
every lace. 

In lecognitjon ot her achievenieiit, 
she wa.s granted the .State awaid in 
March 1980 She was .dso adjudged 
the most “outstanding sjuji-tswom.in” 
foi chat vear She seciirecl liie natuntai 
sports talent sc-aich si.hola'">hip in 
1980 and will be awaidc'c! .inorh', i < :K' 
lot 1981 

Jugta leel-' that theie .uc (< in gond 
tracks in India-- two at I'atial.i .mo (me 
each at Bikanti and Calcntt.i 'Ihe 
Patiala and Bikunei tiacks a'e iht 
best, with 45' bar'lvin^ “It i-. likt' 
riding on gla'-.,’’she'..dlls Vtie ii.>. s 
Baiigalou had .i hanking ci ID bnt 
was good Now, a-, the oDisit.'iig -Phie 
tic tracks ,iie liedig icJ.-i.’. ihe 'm Inn’ 
tiack has hecoino unti' •'(■! -i .t ' 'I hci.' 
IS no track now which is .i jiii.v becans* 
a track make. ,•!! the difs* leiui " s u 
feels 

In lanuars 198! ineta ii-oli tin- 
individual pinsui' .md tirnt (Mai k' 
cords The uniciue thim’ was th ,i tin- 
record was broken on a ve-'- dill'i n't 
grass track in the l.al Batiadui .Siiastn 
Cricket Stadium at livdeiabaci wtiilt 
usually, lecords die created oi. ceinei't 
trucks She ret>iine.l a iiinmg ol 1 
secs in the individual pinsiot and !' .5 
secs in time tiials .She tonk'jiai t .n tl i 
Undei 16, Undei 18 and in the onl\ 
event in the tvomeiiseit-on-. A‘ 
theie were- too mans c-veiit^ she louIci 
not do her best but she rates 'his a^ 
het best performance until now she 
collecii-*d three golds and three sdvets 

Of all the es’ents she prefers the 
individual pursuit which invo!ve,s con 
iinuous racing foi G to 7 laps and is the 
most gruelling race Another t.ivoui iie 
's the time tnal wdiich is almost like 
athletics and involve.s a couple of lap.s 
For this, she feels, though she has got 
the necessary speed, she must build up 
her stamina 

Jugta has been called for the Asian ' 
Games camp at Patiala. Four camps , 
arc scheduled cm from June to Novem 
ber at a siieich But she is likely to 
have problems with her studies as a 
candidate foi the ICSC at St .Sophia’s , 
gills’ High School As she has a very I 
good academic lecord she may get ' 
permission to make it in time at least ' 
for the thud and fourth camps “That j 
means 1 can go to Bangkok, which is a 
rare chance.” she says Before the 
Asian Games there is an Asian Cycling 
Championship which is scheduled to 
be held at Bangkok towards the end of 











News round-up, 


Good Show by 
Junior girls 

HVOERABAD; More than satisfactory 
I performances and dropping of stars 
like Bula Ghosh and S. Banerjee of 
Indian Railways for alleged unsuitabil¬ 
ity mai kod the conclusion ot the junior 
go Is' volleyball coaching camp for the 
Mexico I Woild) Cup here at Hyder¬ 
abad Indoor Stadium 
Though India should be happy about 
I qualifying, in the words of coach cap- 
I raitil. R Chduhan, we have little 
chance of tinish'ng anywhere near 
■ even the tenth spot with giants like 
I Japan, Russia, England, South Korea, 

I North Koiea C/uchuslovakia, Iran and 
I li.iq taking put tin the championship 
' Accoiding to Chauhan, ir>-year old 
Radhika Reddv and 19 year-old Sally 
Joseph ol Kerala have emerged the i 
j brightest prospects ol the camp I 

, Kadhika nas already represented I 
, iIk toeriitv ut the Asian Youth Cham ! 
I pii'iiship ai Seoul earlv this year i 

I though tlie hittei had .in unfoinmate ' 
evpor lem e in the school meet last year | 
. when iht .nitluii itu" i uled her ovei i 
' age It Was a mistake whii h was real- \ 
ised too hire, therein t ausing the j 

vi'iinggnJ a gieai deal oi frustiation | 
Coach L. R t liauhan s quite satis ' 
lied with the I'crlormance ot the prob- ' 
abh"- .it iheliiM ianiji v.liich com- | 
aie'ued 10 jniv 1and ended iiti i 

' Aiigu->! V A'{eiris ottii er in the Aimy 
' Services ( nips, Bangaloie, the i7- ! 

j veui old ball el chested Chauhan said, ' 
i “ [he gills die showing an extremely 
I good response Then performance is ■ 
I eiu ouragitig " ' 

'I'tie cii Is who undei went tough 
II .lining also looked cheerful The 
CmcI' Cr.wtur will' fifobatxes 




Usha Paul after recovaiy 


training at the camp, with sixty per 
cent of the emphasis on physical fit 
ness, IS divided into three sessions 
The mornings are devoted to flexibil 
ity exercises, hill and staircase run¬ 
ning, hopping on grass, specific move¬ 
ment exercises, with emphasis on 
speed and agilitv, limbering down re 
covery exercises and weight training | 
The trainees are required to go for j 
crosscountry runs twice a week 
Keeping in view the players’ ignor- | 
ani'c of the i ules ot the game, periodic ! 
classes are also being conducted dur 
mg the day Evening sessions are de¬ 
voted to I egular volleyball training 
with particular emphasis on the tech- | 
nical aspects ot the game About 16 
probables will be retained at the end 
of this camp There will be further 
eliminations afiet the second camp, 
most probably to be held in Hyder¬ 
abad The final selections will be made 
after the thud camp 
Captain Chauhan, who is also re¬ 
sponsible for the physical conditioning ' 
of the team is 'hopeful’ that bv the ! 
time the playeis launch their World 
Cup campaign, they will touch peak 
form 

Th¥ doctors of Osmania Hospital 
have done the country a ^eai service 
by saving a promising volleyball play¬ 
er from her doom Usha Paul, (18) a 
ceitainty to repiesent India in the 
Women’s Junior World Cup Volleyball j 
Championship to be held at Mexro, ; 
would have been a corpse but fur the 
timely intervention of Mr Pratap Red¬ 
dy. a doctor rurned-conrractor and a 
friend of coach Captain Chauhan 
Usha had developed severe abdo¬ 
minal pain three days before the 
coaching was to conclude It ultimately 
developed into pancreatitis Pratap 
Reddy, who happened to find Usha in 
unbearable agony immediately got in 
touch with Dr. Habibullah at the 
Osmania Hospital. She was hospital¬ 
ised and after three days ot intensive 
treatment came out smiling 
The incident points to the sorry 


state of affairs prevailing at the 
coachii^ camps conducted by the 
Spurts Council It appears that the 
Asiad preparatory camp did not have a 
tegular phvsu lan to attend to the 
participants 

M b SHANKAR 

Punlab lose in court 

CHANDIGARH; The Punjab Govern¬ 
ment lost tne legal battle iii the sports 
gradation certificate case when the 
Punjab and Haryana High Court 
diiected the State to allow two peti¬ 
tioners—Miss Riivcieep Kaur and Miss 
Parvinder Puma—the grant of sports 
gradation certificates on the basis of 
instrui lions issued in 1977 This in 
effect meant that the instructions 
issued thiough .i iiotilicatiun last 
month have become infiuctous 

The Punjab Edut atioii Department 
this year issued Iresh instriictions gov 
eming the issuance of gradation cer¬ 
tificates Under this, vanou.. spurts 
disciplines had been split into majoi 
and minoi games and gi ouped separ¬ 
ately for the purpose ot granting cer¬ 
tificates 

Some spot ts disciplines had been 
excluded from both the lists and this 
move tame m fui shai p cniicism at the 
hands of the Punjab Glympic Associa¬ 
tion and certain other sports associa¬ 
tions In the past, most people who 
were issued sports gradation certifi¬ 
cates on the basis of their perfoim- 
antf's were, strangely, from “lesser 
known" disciplines Most of those who 
had never been sportsmen of any 
known calibre iiu hiding those being 
kepi as reserves --for obvious pur¬ 
poses—have succeeded in grabbing 
the quota reserved lor sportsmen 

The .Sports Department has now in¬ 
vited fresh applications for the 
issuance ot sports certificates whic h 
had been held up in view oi the writs 
pending in the High Court It now 
seems that people with vested in- I 
teiesis have again outwitted the Gu\- 
einment Who will iiltim.itely make it | 
to the medical colleges remains to bt | 
.seen. Meanwhile, the office staff of the 
Punjab Sports Diiectoraie went on a 
protest strike bee ause of the beating 
up of office supei intendent Krishan 
Gopal Pun by unknown assailants 
while leaving ftii home after office 
houis 

The four young men approached the 1 
official, asked him hi-> name started j 
abusing and beating him He was res- ; 
cued in lime bv his othei ••olluagues, 
but the .issailants had made good their ' 
C'seape j 

Mr Pun rold the police after the i 
legistration of a case that he suspected I 
the attack to be motivated by some ! 
senioi officeis of the department He I 
is undei stood to have named at least | 
three officers in this coniiei tioii, in i 

(luding one posted as a sports officer ' 
at Ludhiana No an ests have been 
made as yet Even the officers named 
by the official were yet to be ques¬ 
tioned, it IS Icarni 

SATISH KUMAR 
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CRiWUlZ by Eddie Dunstan 


Australian 
escape in 

hailstorms Test 


The lest, th« 20()th between England 
and Australia, was ruined by the 
weather- only half the scheduled JO 
hours o! [ilay was possible—and 
England after dismissing Australia for 
their lowest lest score in England for Sb 
years, were deprived o( what looked a 
certain easy win 

T're tirsl day s play ended when the 
storm burst |ust belore lunch, a 
downpour giving way to hail England 
were 5 J for the loss of |ohn Edric h's 
wic ket and Colin Milburn had played 
the first part ol an innings whicn 
Marshall sairl ranked with tlie “greats" in 
all Lord's history DescribingMilburn's 
knock, Marshall said, "Every aggressive 
stroke was sheer delight and when he 
sent a ball s.>a' ing a hundred teet or so 
over square leg's head into the stand 
c>ven the most devoted fxit-wnllopers in 
front erf the 1 avemer>’ bar put their pints 
lietwc*en their tc'el to )oiii in the 
applause " 

Next day Milburn, one ot the heaviest 
men h' play Test cric ket, tore rnto the 
frowling, adding a six otf Bob Cowper 
(into the grandstand under the Tather 
Iime weatliervane) to his previous 
hooked six into the Mound stand oft 
Graliam McKen/ie Milburn was linallv 
caught on the (roundaiy oil John 
Cileesori *or B J Wilh Geoll Boyi ott 149) 
he had pul c n 1 ti 

Australia's captain, EIill Lawry, later 
wiote "The partnership by Milburn and 
Boycott on a dilficull wicket was a 
pleasure to watc h, even for an 
Australian The 49 by Bcjycott will 
always remain in my mc*mory as a 
miniature niaster piec e by a professional 
cicketer—perfer t tec hnique being used 
when ncreded " Lawrv said Milburn had 
hammered the Australian attac k to all 
parts of the lord's oyal 

Colin Cowdrey (45' and Ken 
Barrington (751 added 97 but the 
flooding had left its mark and many 
painlul knocks were it’ceived, 

Barrington had to retiie foi a time and 
Australia's 'kemper, Barry larman, 
suffered a cfiipped finge. Little play was 
possible on the third day and Cowdrey 
declared on the fourth morning when it 
was telt Australia might have problems 

1 hey certainly did lawry was oul lor 
a duck and in a total ot 7S only Doug 


two of Boycott's three ducks were 
inflicted by the same paceman 
Wisden, describing Boycott's third 
duck in four knocks, sa<d’ "EHe missed a 
hook and stood dumbfounded as the Lull 
rolled from his body into the stumps. EHe 
had to drag himself away from a pitch 
which promised such bounty for 
batsmen " 


QUESTION lA Who was the 
IK bowler who left 
■9 Boycott 

dumbfounded 

after 

dismissing him 
for a duck for 
the second 
time in 
successive 
Tests'^ 

Rexfney EHogg, who got Geoff 
Boycott's wicket tour times in the 
1978-79 Tests and clean bowled him tor 
one m the third, became only the sixth 
Australian to hit the Yorkshireman s 
slumps T he others were Peter Philpott, 
Neil EHawke and three West Australians 

QUESTION 9. Who were the 
9a West 
■A Australian 
" bowlers? 

A famous English batsman had a 
curious penchant for duplicating his 
huge scores Other batsmen have made 
such scores as 302, 264, 2 J8, 231,217, 
211,192, 178 and 177, but this batsman 
made all these at least twice and some oi 
them three times He made 140 five 
times 


Walters (26) and John Gleeson (14) 
reached double figures Magnificent 
swing bowling by David Brown (5/42) 
and Bairy Knight (H/16) was responsible 
for the Australian collapse. 

lawry (28) and Ian Redpath (53) 
began with 66 on the follow-on but play 
was restricted by the weather to under 
two and a half hours on the final day 
Australia were 127 for the loss ot four 
wif kets and the match ended in a draw, 
Paul Sheahan having batted 50 minutes 
tor 0 not out 

In this match Cowdrey, who had 
tosserJ successfully with a gold sovereign 
presented to him by Sir Rooert Menzies, 
reached important milestones in his 
career 

* When he had scored 14 he joined foui 
famous rngland batsmen who had 
scored more than 2,000 runs against 
Australia 

* Among seven catches in Australia's 
first innings as John Snow, Brown and 
Knight moved the ball in the air and off 
the pitch were three by Cowdrey at 
slif)—taking him past a fellow 
Englishman's Test record of 110. 

QUESTION m Who were the 
I four English 
■ batsmen who 
" had previously 
. scored more 

than 2,000 
runs against 
Australia'’ 

QUESTION Whose record 
of 110 catches 
in a Test 
career did 
Cowdrey pass 
in the Lord’s 
Test of 1968? 

When Geoffrey Boycott was Ibw to 
Rodnev Hogg tor 0 in England's second 
innings m the fourth Test of the 1978-79 
series, in Sydney, it was the first time in 
10 years that the Yorkshireman had lieen 
dismissed in a Test for a duck The 
dismissal TO years earlier came at tlie 
Olid of d bad spell for Boycott, who 
tailed to score for the third time in four 
Test innings The failures were against 
I the West Indies and New Zealand and 


QUESTION 


Was this 
batsman 
Hammond, 
Hobbs or 
Hendren? 


LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS 

1 Arthur Gllligan wrote "I have asked cVer a 
hundred people this nddle and practically 90 
per cent have given Robinson run out I put 
the point to two hrst-clasa umpires, Franx 
Chaster and Jack Newman, and thev replied 
simultaneously 'Smith is oul, caught’, and 
that IS the correct answer" Wisden's editor 
added a footnote? “MCC have niled this as 
'eaugHt'" 

2 Gllligan wrote “When asked for an immediate 
decision, many people say s broken the wicket 
The correct drcision is therefore bowled— 
played on It is |usl the same as If tha batsman 
had played the ball on to his loot, whence it 
rebounds on to his slumps “ 

3 Herbert Sutclifta. whose first four innings against 
Australia m the 1924-25 series were 59, 115, 
176 and 127 

4 ClaiTie Gnmmetl, who took 5/45 and 6’37 in the 
fifth Test, 1924-25 in Sydney. 

5 Maunce Tale 


Crossword 


IJcnm A O’Bnan 


113 



ACROSS 

1 Centre of attraction during "The Fort¬ 
night” (6,5) 

4 Horizontal stroke in sprinting (4) 

6 Single despatch of letters on football 
and hockey ground (4) 

8 This family pioneered of Danish tennis 
( 6 ) 

10 Marathi saint returns as ace Indian 
fielder (6) 

12 Baseball player in New York (6) 

15 ‘Sweet Georgia Brown' is the signa¬ 
ture tune of these hurried travellers 
through foreign countries (6) 

17 Bad Boy from Rumania (4) 

18 Terrible first round loser at Wimble¬ 
don (4) 

19 Woman tennis player won first two 
legs ol ‘81 Grand Siam (1.10) 

DOWN 

2 Head-first face-upwards high jumping 
technique (7.4) 

3 Cricketer nicknamed Bacchus (6,5) 

4 Skippered New Zealand s first-ever 
Test victory ascends (4) 

5 Wsjoh, Brumel, Winter and Douglas 
excelled in this form of jumping (4) 

6 Hockey urge (4) 

7 Flip or tumble—in swimming (4) 

9 To disgust an opponent (3) 

11 L ight wind broadcasts important Indi¬ 
an sports events (1,1,1) 

13. Initially Delhi's leading sports club 
(I.I.I.l) 

14 Neither the foil nor the sabre (4) 

15 Athlete Chand's Christian name (4) 

1£ Boxer Spinks comes down jockey 

Remedies goes up (4) 


(SoliitioiK next iiraak) 


Quiz 


Rfiniit Ghos^ 


QUESTIONS 

Identify the following 

1 Yuri Sedykh 

2 Fortune Qordien 

3 Parry O brien 

4 Bernard Hinault 

5 Brad Cooper 

6 Sang Hue 

7 Jackie Charlton 

8 Daley Thompson 

9 C Ramaswamy 
10 Zhang Cheng 
ANSWERS 

ijneA ajod 
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Quest iort box 


V. Naveen, Secunderabad. 

Q. What IS the number of wickets taken 
by Alan Knott behind the wicket’ 

A. 244 catches and 19 stumpings, 
making a total of 263 dismissals behind 
the wicket in 93 Tests 

Q. is there a cricket team which has 
won all the matches on an official tour’ 
A. No 

S. N. Mobarana, Bhubaneswar. 

Q. How many centuries have been re¬ 
corded by S M Gavaskar and G R 
VishWanath in first class cncket’ 

A. S M Gavaskar 59 and G R Vish- 
wanath 36 

Sham Lai, Jullundur, 

Q. Where did Hall and Gibbs perform their 
hat-tricks'? 

A. Hall performed the hat-trick against 
Pakistan at Lahore in 1958-59 and Gibbs 
against Australia at Adelaide in 1960-61 

Jagannath Bai, Cuttack; Anil Kumar Kalu, 
Srinagar 

Q. What IS Sunil Gavaskar's birth 
date’ 

A. 10th July. 1949 
Rajiv ShrvN, Gauhati. 

Q. Who has hit the fastest Test Cen¬ 
tury’ 

A. J M Gregory of Australia who 
reached his century in 70 minutes in the 
second Test vs South Africa at Johannes¬ 
burg in 1921-22. 


Shaab Kumar. Kanpur. 

Q. How many Tests have been won 
and lost by India white playing against 
West indies’ 

A. India has won 5 Tests and lost 17 
Tests against Wests Indies and the re¬ 
maining 21 Tests out of a total of 43 Tests 
remained indecisive 

B. Datmohapatra, Midnapors. 

Q If a no-ball hits the stumps and crosses 
for a boundary, how many runs are 
scored? 

A. Four, as no-ball, if not touched by the 
bat 

Q. If a fielder stops the ball inside the 
boundary but he himself runs out of the 
boundary line, is it a four’ 

A Yes, it IS four If the fielder earned the 
ball with him across the boundary line. 
Q. What is P R Punjabi's address’ 

A. 62, Nibbanna, Pali Hill, Bandra, Bom¬ 
bay 4(X> 050 

Arun Banarjaa, Qaubatl. 

Q. Is there any mode of dismissal, other 
than bowled, caught, I b w , run out, hit 
wicket and stumped'? 

A. Obstructing the field, handling the ball 

Shashi Bhuihan Patra, Pattamundal' 
(Oriua). 

Q. What IS Kirmam's date of birth’ 

A. 29 12 1951 

Pradaep Kumar Prasad, Burdwan 

Q. In how many cities of India, Tests are 
being played’ Name them 
A. Bangalore, Bombay, Calcutta, Delhi, 
Hyderabad, Kanpur, Lucknow, Madras 
and Nagpur 

Mittu Bhowmick, Battiah. 

Q. What IS Kapil Dev's record in Ranji 
Trophy? 

A. in 22 Ranji matches for Haryana since 
1975-76, Kapil Dev has scord 781 runs at 
an average of 23 66 and bagged 83 
wickets at 17 15 apiece 

K. Jairam, Bumpur. 

Q. When, where and against whom did 
Ramakant Desai make his Test debut? 
What IS his career record in Tests’ 

A. In the 5th Test vs West Indies at Delhi 
in 1958-59 and in 28 Tests thereafter, he 
caputured 74 wickets conceding 37 31 
run apiece 

Mari Martins, Goa. 

Q. Give the bowling figures of Len 

Dsic^no^ 

A. 23-7-53-2 and 26-2-96-3 

Q. How many runs did John Edrich make 

for England’ 

A. 5138 in 77 Tests (o 43 54 per innings 

Mabim PokhrsI, Gangamonthan. 

Q. If a batsman misses the ball and it 
travels from the wicket-keeper to first slip 
to the fielder at siHy mid-of, who on seeing 
the batsman out of the crease, breaxs 
batsman s wicket Is the batsman run out’ 
How and why’ 

A. Yes, the striker is run out, as the ball is 
not dead till then The ball is dead only if 
in the opinion of the umpire it finally 
settles in the wicket-keeper's hands or 
that of the bowlers 





Kutbal Kumar San, Ranetii. 

Q. What are the Test records of Geoff 
Howarth and Richard Hadlee? 

A. Geoff Boycott has compiled 1606 runs 
in 25 Tests while Richard Hadlee in 35 
Tests has scored 1217 runs and captured 
155 wickets for New Zealand 

R. Aivind, Bangaiore. 

Q. In how many century partnerships is 
QrM Chappell associated in Tests'’ 

A. Once for second wicket, 12 times for 
third wicket, 11 times for 4th wicket, 6 
times for 5th wicket, and once for the 6th 
wicket 

Raiu, Ralganjpur 

Q. Has Onssa ever qualified for the knock 
out matches of the Ranp Trophy? 

A. No, not yet 


Sanjaava Roy, Miuatlaipur. 

Q. What Is Knpal Singh's Test record? 
When did he make Test debut? 

A. Knpal Singh has scored 422 runs in 14 
Tests at an average of 28.13 He made 
his Test debut in the first Test vs New 
Zealand at Hyderabad in 1955-56 when 
he made 100 no 

Sanjay K. Ra|a, Jamsiiadpur. 

Q. How many centuries, double centunes 
and tnple centunes have been scored by 
Don Bradman? 

A. 17 centuries, 10 double centuries and 2 
triple centuries 

Nirmal Kumar Lakhani, Jaipur. 

Q. What IS the Test record of F S 
Jackson of England? How was he dismis¬ 
sed in his I'lrst Test? 


A. F S. Jackson played 20 Tests for 
England, In which he made 1415 runs at 
an average of 48.79. He was caught by 
the wicket-keeper J. M Bhackham off C 
T B Turner for 91 In his first Test. 

Sanjay Das, Howrah. 

Q. Who scored first Test century for India? 
When and whore? 

A. Lala Amarnath vs England at Bombay 
in 1933-34 

Samlrandra Sanyal, Tezpur. 

Q. Who has played the maximum number 
of Tests? 

A. Colin Cowdrey of England, 114 Tests 
Q. What IS the Test record of Sobers? 
A. Sobers has scored 8032 runs (a 57 78 
in 93 Tests, captured 235 wickets conced¬ 
ing 34 03 runs apiece and held 109 
catches 
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tir.th 111 thr ll ft a.id ngtit, iiMkei. d slrdr 
ii'j p'. li,ie ariu lend', Ihe uaeie a t'l.jrh 
'f innn.'. l.iMy I write ttii‘ wdh u-nvi, 
'i.jn, ,i'ii_e I ti.Ki fne t.''rltllie tn oli'.C'ivs 
n.i 1 vo'.l li.irii III, nett hoaid as it 
1'tii.d'y I,.'ll- [ii.ii ' Ihe orsci'.i.in wa'. 
'he 1 . O'tt' 11 ii'irl 'll the r-'er'i d(/i".l ip 
I- Ipla'ir' ' luiir'piiii. itlip, d touil.dl’ienl 
whi. t, I .tl ' ■ 'dod in wiiiiiing y.'itti .1 
-'ore ,,t I'ly yi.iin.) oliedijue Irorfi 

'ii'.ypii '.'til tii'i''iph‘>a III the, game 

tl .e.hi '1 W'h n . lerlil.itilf. 4 I arnl p, 
»"ill O' ti'i ii.'tl'I n t'ltijre It he ran 

lep' I'ltiLe '>ii..ti V'li'iinu., pIdV > 

Wr.'ti Jeiamy Menadue; Filar !> David 
Shire. Ouer'ri''. I'rj.v'., I .nti'. Irui ei Di fi iii t 
W'li r,( sir' lotll ) 

1 P-04, Kt-KB3; 2P-QB4. P-KKO 
3 Kt - OB3, B - KI2; 4 P > K4. P - Q3 
SP-B3, O-O; 6B-K3, P-Kt3 

7 B - 03. P - OR3 

The '.■'lid 7 B - Ki? vnoiild avoid the riski- 


.issoi'.ated with the Ihrtiiit Whit.’ make' on his 
4 th in ivp 

• KKt-K2, P-B4; 9P-KS, KKt-02 
tOKPxP, KPxP; 110-0, Kt-OB3 
12 B-OB2, R-K1; 13 B - B2, P x P 

14 Kt X P. Kt(B3) - K4 

Now ll ii'oks js 1* Blick will ohldi'i eumd coin 
piinsal'Ori •(,' hi vyrakened piwii slnii lure in 
thr lorr'i or .itnyi ptr. r plri>, bul In shotilii 
lust have tohirileh'd ru . ilevi lopMuint hv M 
U K‘:'l 

15 B-K4. R-Ktl; 16P-B4, KtxP 

IT Kt-B6. 0'B2. 18 Kt-QS, O-KU 

10 Kt(05) - KTch, K - R1 

Af'c 1') f\ - Bl Wh I- t oiilil t'lav ?IJ a ■ H.I 

anrl Lm Slue of wuui.nu n.alrn.ii 

70Kt-O8l. . 

I lien* (1 IS - a stiincriii lO'iv. w,ll* a hipli Ihmat 

20 ... R X Kt(K2}, 21 B x O, B x B 

22 Kt X B, R X Kt, 23 B - 04, Kt - K6 

24 R - BI I, P - KR4, 25 B x Kt, R x B 
20 O-OS . . . 

Till ai'livil', I't the yVhiti' r,i,], en Kill. Hl.i'h's. 

flOll'.p .i| h.lhliiip I'.ll n 

26...R-Kt1; 27 Q X OP, Resigns 

Competition G401. bnliihuii 'le-' v,e( 1. 

Hid F 


SlfTJL'»l.v± 

I'T,-. IX 
m iSSAf- .ai 


ff fyvr v. r»ivty 1 


While to play How did the game liiiish^ Gradr 
'easy) 

Solution to G4B0 (Milos - Panno, Puerto 
Madryn, 1080). (Okl / q4bp1 / 1pR4p / 3pP3 1 
1PtP4/1Q3N2/SKPP/r7- White to play.) 

Miles riploited the dbsrntr ol Black's iiiaioi 
pie, f s frcni (ho h side by 33 R - B8ch, K - Ft2 
34 M - Mil k', K - M3 (or 34 P x Kt, 3t 
0 KRJth, K Kt3, 3t> 0-03rli etc), 35 
R Bnir., KxKI, 36 0-KM3th, K B4. 37 
U KBIr.h, K-M4, 38 K-tri3, and Blark 
r>i ueded ihr limp limit (il 38 R - k6, then 
3y P - R4malel 

Problem No 1140. Soiuti.7n nex' week 
G. Jonsson {Pn. Schwalbp, 196?) (3B4/7p/ 
2pP2bb / 2p5 / 2BN30 / n3kp2 /1 NpR4 / 2KS - 
8 white men, 0 black). 

White to play and mate in two moves 
Solution to No 1145 (Haathceta). (IB2R3/ 
nK1 p4/ap1l/rp1 kINI /p8R / 3rp3 /20p4 ! bnSb - 
mate In two.) 1 hi - K6 (threal “> 0-85) 
fit) 1 . Px ht 2 R 08, (0) 1 P 03, 

?Kt-B7,(c.)l P-'r,t5, 20-B4, (d) 1 

B-0B6, 2 0-KlO ( 8 ) 1 . R-B6:2R-06 
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Other balms may relieve 
pain lODEX heals while 
It relieves Because it 
contains iodine 

There's only one balm foi 
musculdi and |oint pains — 
lODFX 
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couldn’t plan 
for two futures with 
one salary cheque, 
till 1 found out about 
UcoPlan” 



Saving for children is 
difficult these days Yet, I will 
be ready, when they are Thanks 
to UCOPLAN—the free, financial 
advisory service. UCOPLAN has 
fitted my savings capacity to 
my goals and has assured me 
maximum earnings Plus security 
for my children through a simple 
plan 

There's a UCOPLAN for your 
future too Drop by any 
UCOBANK branch today and 
ask for details UCOPLAN has 
a wide choice of lucrative ways 
to make your money work. 

Because you've worked hard 
for It. 

Ooifed Commercial Bank 

the fiiendly bank round the oomer 

Inisrast ratac aubjact to 

Resarva Bank’s diractivea. UCO/CAS-9S/81 




Rare feat 

W ELL done Dibyendu! 

Heartiest congratula¬ 
tions to you on your twin 
success in Argentina and 
London. We are really 
proud of you It is rare for 
Indians to rejoice over the 
performances of their 
sportsmen on the interna¬ 
tional circuit One cannot 
help but wish you all the 
best for the future 

JAYANTA NANDI ROY, 
GauJiati. 

DIBYENDU BARUA’s 
crowning as the world 
junior champion this year is 
indeed creditable. We wish 
him a happy future 

R AGARWALLA, 
TAPAN DAS and 
MK DAS. 
Assam 

Congratulations 

C ONGRATULATIONS to 
John McEnroe for win¬ 
ning the U S Open Tennis 
Championship for the third 
year in succession, proving 
yet again that he is superior 
to the Swede Bjorn Borg 
His thrilling brand of tennis 
coupled with incredible 
aggression, combine to 
make him a true champion j 
The essential difference be- j 
tween the two players is : 
that Borg is a master of j 
patience and sclf-contiul, 
both of which attributes the 
American lacks. 

What was really lament¬ 
able was the threat to Borg’s 
life piior to his match 
against Jimmy Connors. 

PRABAL GUUA, 
Bdlijan North 
IT was a great feat on the 
part of McEnroe to thrash 
Bjorn Borg in the U S Open 
final The poor showing of 
Borg, I think, was the result 
of the death threats against 
him McEnroe has beaten 
Borg on both grass and ce¬ 
ment courts Now, if he 
beats Borg on clay, he will 
be the undisputed cham¬ 
pion Let us wait till the 
French Open next year be¬ 
fore passing ludgment. 

5 SANTHANAM. 
Madras 

WHAT a grand comeback 
foi vbiing Tracy Austin, who 
retrieved the women’s sing¬ 
les title at the U.S. Open 
, Tennis Championship. 

1 However, one could not 


help but feel extremely sor¬ 
ry for the defeat of Chns 
Evert at the hands of Marti¬ 
na Navratilova, who seemed 
to have lost her form long 
ago. 

SHARMILA GUHA, 
Balijan North. 

RAMESH KRISHNAN’s 
victo^ over Stan Smith, the 
one-time Wimbledon cham 
pion is highly encourumg. 
In the quarter-final he 
added another feather to his 
cap by virtue of his brilliant 
performance against John 
McEnroe. 

The way this young boy is ' 
shaping shows that the day 
is not far when he will reign 
supreme in the tenni.s 
world One should not be 
suprised if he beats McEn¬ 
roe, Burg and Connors in the 
near future We hope he will 
achieve gi cater glory in fu¬ 
ture tournaments 

ABDUL AZIZ, 
Hyderabad 

THE ciedit for Mohamme¬ 
dan Sporting’s recent vic¬ 
tory in the Calcutta Soccer 
League should go to Erfan 
Tahir Randerian, Manash 
Battacharya, Bhaskar 
Ganguly and Prasun 
Banerjee 

MOQUEET AKHTAR and 
ZAYA ARFI, 
Patna. 

“HE came, he saw, he con¬ 
quered”—this applies, quite, 
appropriately, to the pie 
sent English captain Re¬ 
placing the man who had 
replaced him earlier, Ureat- 
iey brushed aside all causes 
of pessimism in the English 
camp and won the Ashes for 
his country He was helped 
immensely m his mission by 
the all-round display of Ian 
Botham I believe no En¬ 
glish captain in the recent 
past, captaining the side af¬ 
ter a lapse of more than a 
year, has earned for Eng¬ 
land the Ashes and won 
three Tests in a row 

KAUSHIK SINHA, 

■ Calcutta. 

Unbiased 


T HL aitiile. Tt was ibe { 
.ibseiKc ot Greg Chap ' 
piTI ihai cost Australia the 
senes.’ in the issue Tif 
Sfiuember 9, was ntcely 
wi itten and provided us 
with an unbiased account of 
the series 

MICKEY THOMAS, \ 
Calcutta. 








Obituary 


Another warrior lays 
down his stick 

Former Olympian GURBUX SINGH remembers 
Randhir Singh Gentle 


R ANDHIR SINGH GENTLE-OI 
“Major", as we all loved to call 
him—rejoiced in telling us about his 
winning penally corner against Pakis¬ 
tan in the finals of the 19S6 Olympics 
at Melbourne This goal assumed im¬ 
portant e not only because it heralded 
anothet Olympii. gold med.tl victory, 
but also because it was the first-evei 
clash between the two neighbouring 
countries in the history of the game 
Gentle, then, gained a double dis¬ 
tinction Not only did he score the goal 
that gave his country the gold, he also 
scoied the lirst-evei goal against 
Pakistan Over the last few years we 
have lost a great number of hockey 
stats to the cruel hands of death 
Immortals like Maioi Dhyan Chand, K 
D Singh (Hahu), Rooj) Singh and Amin 
Kumar aie now no mote Nevei again 
will their stickwoik and magic on the 
turf delight the thousands ot fans of 
the game in this countiy of ours Nov', 
anoihei warrior has finally laid down 
his slick 

Gentle was one of the finest full¬ 
backs ever produced by India He was 
like a giant who reigned supreme on 
hockey fields ail ovei the world The 
ont full back offside game was piob- 
ablv invented earliei. but the ploy was 
mastered by none other than Gentle 
when playing foi Delhi Club and Delhi 


State After perfecting the technique, 
he used it to devastating effect for his 
club Tata’s and lor Bombay It was a 
real treat to watch him hovering like 
the sole occupant of the field, prowling 
the centre line He was always on hand 
to cut off the loose ball and send a 
beautiful pass through to his forwards 
Another great stroke of his was the 
hit I can say with confidence that the 
world has yet to produce a better and 
cleaner hitter of the ball than Gentle 
His hits from his customary position ot 
left back to the inside-nght position 
would tiavel like projectiles across the 
ground, nevei leaving the glass His 
penalty cornel hits, of course, were 
legendary 1 can still recall his practice 
hits—in the capacity of coach—to 
trainee goalkeepers during the camp 
for the 1%6 Asian Games No matter 
how haid ihc custodians tried he 
would still convert an average of nine 
out of ten shots in both corners of the 
net, leaving the poor trainees dumb¬ 
founded 

He was extiemely courageous, both 
on the field and off it This can be 
judged by a flashback he discarded 
most of the senior, established players 
for the final of the 19f>6 Asian Games, 
instead fielding a young, untried side 
Although his wisdom was questioned 
in certain exalted crcles, his gamble 


paid off and India brought home the 
gold. 

Gentle loved life to the full He took 
everything as it came to him He loved 
to travel and would make several trips 
abroad every year, if not as a hockey 
coach, then as an ordinary tourist His 
coaching methods were renowned the 
world over and coached teams in 
Sjiain, Kenya, Malaysia, Uganda and 
America as well Even if he was not 
coaching an Indian team, he would 
always be present at every Olympic 
Games or World Cup tournament in 
the capacity of coach of foreign teams. 

He loved to recount stones about his 
foteign trips and all the good times he 
had had while playing hockey He had 
a fund of stones about colleagues and 
officials alike, most of them very 
humoious and Which he needed no 
urging to relate It was a measure of 
his popularity that these stories were 
told and retold several times, but they 
nevei failed to draw an enthusiastic 
response from his audiences He had 
the ability to hold the attention of a 
gathering foi hoiiis on end and had the 
extraordinary ability of oeing able to 
recall even tfie nickname of a person 
to whom he had only been casually 
introduced, even if it was a decade 
previou.sly 

His hobby horse was the subject of 
the inadequacy of present day players 
He was of the avowed—and unshak¬ 
able—opinion that playeis of the mod¬ 
em generation are not capable of 
playing the game at peak form for any 
leasohable length of lime He reck¬ 
oned thdi their performances always 
went to pieces after a few matches. 
Another of his pet theories was that he 
was capable of beating the Europeans 
at their own game staying awake all 
night socialising and still being able to 
turn in a top-class petfoimaiiie on the 
field the next day 

1 only toured once with Gc ntle That 
was in 1966, when we went to Japan 
With Gentle as coach and myself as 
captain of the side Befote the first 
Test against our hosts, our only goal¬ 
keeper sustained an injury that would 
I obviously keep him out of the game It 
I was Gentle who courageously oftered 
to replace him, but he was ultimately 
persuaded not to play 

Indian hockey has not only lost a 
great player but a wundetlui personal¬ 
ity and a maivellous charactei as well 
He was always the champion of just 
cau.ses His fight for the Indian side 
after the leturn from the 19.66 Olym¬ 
pics IS now part of history He walked 
out ot a third class compartment, re¬ 
fusing to travel in such a lashion He 
was suspended for his action, but was 
later leiiistated 

He was also an intei national umpire 
He uiidersrimd the game thoroughly, 
both from the players' angle as well as 
the administrative aspect, .serving the 
game honouiablv as player, coach, 
mentor, umpire and finally a radio, 
and television commentator 

He lived his 60 years to the full 
Knowing him, he would not have re¬ 
gretted a single moment of that time 


/nj.is Olymoic side oi W4B mth Randhir Singh Gentle Islanding second from Ihe left! 






Old-fashioned thriller 


CHUNI GOSWAMI analyses the IFA Shield final, while SUBHASH 
SARCAR and SARAJIT DEB report on the other matches 

of the tournament 

PHOTOGRAPHS NIKHIL BHATTACHARYA 


S OCC£R ih a ilelinum m this niotio 
polls and the Ih'A Shti-I'i toiirnd- 
ment the (.uliniridiion ot a fevensh 
sporting season But rhi-- v>‘ai's Shield 
tournament tould h.irdlv reach any¬ 
where near the event it has been in 
previous years when to th«' soccer 
crazy people of this city ii spelt a 
fortnight or so of fierce iivaliv among 
some of the giant c lulls ot the country 
resulting in some spectaciilai liallplay 
on the greens ot the Maidan 
This time it was devoid ot its old 
chjrm and excitement as most of the 
ieams~--uutstation and home alike- 
performed below expel talioiis. No! to 
speak of the forinei ones, the tioine 
teams, Kast Bengal and Mohiin 
Bagan—the two ot the itio that doniin 
ate the Indian soccei scent*— tint up a 
very pool show in then inip'irtant 
quarter-final and st>milinal matches 
While East Bengal jusr managed to 
scrape through to the tm,ii deteaung 
Mafatlal h> the niaigiii ol one goal. 
Mohun Bagiin was neailj beaten tiv 
Rajasthan in the senii tiiiai N.iuiially 
few looked toiwaid to uar<.hiMg a 
spectacular game in the tuial 
But the unexpected happened when 
East Bengal and Mtihiin Bagan loiik on 


each other with tremendous killei- 
instiiici Both the teams were bent on 
winning the Shield, and treated the 
crowd to an enjoyable show 1 really 
feel .sorry for tho.se who opted to stay 
away from the East Bengal-Aryan 
ground where the final was held 

In the fust half, though Mohun 
Bagdii took time to settle down, they 
giadiially establisht'd then dominance 
over tile game, but not betore facing a 
,stitl challenge tiom the East Bengal 
forwards who made a number of early 
raids on then citadel A powertnl 
Joseph Machado shot flew oyer the 
crosspiece menacingly sending chills 
down the tasi Bengal custodian Hiswa- 
|it Bose’s spine Woiking hard to filing 
combinatioti and co-ordiiiatuiri in then 
aliack, Mohun Bagan niounied then 
fust attack on the iival goal when an 
Amp Das shot fiom the toji ot the box 
was lihickect tiy Biswajit Das Inspired, 
rlii-v maintained jiicssuie on the East 
Beng.il defence and earned a riumfiet 
■il flag kicks vchicti howecer. they 
t.nlecf to utilise 

In till .{2nd minute East Bengal 
' ame close to scoiiiig when lamshid 
put loiwaid a measured angular pass 
to Mapd who had only to toe the hall 


in It was a brilliant chance which East 
Bengal could'haye cashed in on. but 
for the omnipre.sent Mohun Bagan 
linkman Gautam .Sarkar who suddenly 
appeared on the scene to thwart the 
threat 

In fact, Gautam did a great job foi 
his team on this day At peak form he 
proved the prime mover of his team 
and had a hand m both the goals 
scoied by his team In that sen.se ho 
piloted Mohun Bagan out of disgrace 

Mohun Bagan shot into the lead in 
the 40th minute of the lust half While 
the credit goes to both Amp Das and 
Ulaganathan jointly as they co¬ 
ordinated well, with the toinier actual 
ly sending the ball home the* blame to 
a laige extent i ests on the shoulders of 
Dilip I’alit of East Bengal, who made 'i 
number of mistakes on the day, the 
most distressing one among them 
being when he tackled Amp Das 
dangeroiisly lesnltmg in a free kick 
which eventually, albeit indii ec ilv, be 
came the cause of the fust goal against 
East Bengal Gautam took the kick 
lobbing It to Ulag.i who in rum headed 
the ball to Amp Das who was almost 
unguarded and made no mistake to 
diive It home. 
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'SAHAJTT DSB spoke to the coach of Moh\m Bagan, 
SAiJKAB BANBRJEE, while ABHUTT OHOSH talked 
' with the East Bengal football secretary, PRASANTO 
GHOSH 


' SiUnCAR BANEkJEe: We were 
imndicapped to a iveat extent be¬ 
cause wa were without five cf our 
rejnilar nlajrers, Compton Dutta, 
Sttjbrata.Bhattacharya, Mihir Bose 
' anid Xavier Pius,^ doing National 
duty and Shymiw Banerjee be¬ 
cause of an injuty. In addition, we 
did not have Sudip Chatterjee, who 
is also In the Indian team. But the 
piayers present made up for the 
ab^nce of their colleagues with 
tremendous spirit. Before the 
match, we bad decided that we will 
go all out and that was how we 
started. 

The first half was more' or less 
even, but my players made more 
constructive moves, and it was dur¬ 
ing this stage that we shot into the 
lead. It was a good opportunistic 
goal by Arup Das. After the goal, 
we had gained control over the 
match but we were unfortunate 
that we could not increase the 
margin. 

The maior portion of the second 
half also belonged to us. They got 
those goals completely against the 
run of play. But although we were 
down, the boys did not give up their 
efforts and they were rewarded for 
their efforts when Francis DeSouza 
scored that beautiful goal. That 
showed the amount of team-spirit 
that my players had. 

I woulcl say that our played much 
better than their opponents and we 
should have won by a comfortable 
margin. But we missed too many 
chances. In spite of having territo¬ 
rial supremacy, we could not con¬ 
vert it to our advantage. But the 
most iipportant thing was that the 
match was played in the best of 
spirits and it produced very excit¬ 
ing fare. 

Coming to individual assessment 
of the players in my defence, men¬ 
tion must be made of Biswajit Bose, 


who was playing his first match for 
Mofaun Bagan against East Bengal. 
He covered bis zone well and 
helped the two stoppers, Pradip 
Chowdhury and Samar Bhat- 
tacharya. Pradip, with his experi¬ 
ence, made up for his lack of speed. 
Samar was unconquered in the air 
and covered a lot of ground, t was 
more or less forced to play Satyajit 
Mitra at right back in spite of the 
fact that he did not have match- 
practice. He has a firm tackle and 
though, to a certain extent, he was 
responsible for the second goal, he 
tried his best. 

My half line consists of a pair of 
veterans—Gautam Sarkar and Md. 
Habib They have left their younger 
days behind, but they did not give 
up. For a moment they were forced 
to slacken their pace, out they were 
well covered by other players. In 
the forward line, Arup worked 
hard, moving up and down and was 
rewarded with a goal, Francis, play¬ 
ing under adverse conditions, per¬ 
formed creditably and got that goal 
which restored parity. 1 think it was 
actually the team-spirit that wa.s 
the key to our success. I say success 
because we were the better side 
and we have won the Shield for the 
fifth consecutive year since 1976. 
Of course, it was not played last 
year 

PRASANTO GHOSH: U is no de¬ 
nying the fact that though the 
match ended blank, Mohun Bagan 
played a better game today produc¬ 
ing compact football. Despite the 
absence of five piayers Mohun 
Ba^an played creditably. One of the 
main reasons why East Bengal 
could not pul up a good show was 
the failure of their deep-defence. 
W£ sorely felt the absence of 
Shekharan, who was injured in a 
confrontation with our own Dilip 
Pallt. Then the mid fielders—Far- 


red and Machado—also could not 
rise up to expectations. These two 
linkmen tried their best but thedr . 
effort Just could not reach fruition; 
Furthermore, our forwards could . 
not creme any effective positive 
move except the one of C. B. Thapa 
which finaOy resulted in a goal. We ' i 
introduced Jamshid to .make the . 
best use of the absence of Subrate > 
Bhattacharya, althot^ C. D. Fran¬ 
cis played well in the last match 
against Mafatlal. 

This match had a special signifi¬ 
cance from the standpoint of East 
Bengal. East Bengal had been dis¬ 
astrously beaten oy Mohun Bagan 
in their last rwo encounters in the 
Federation Cup and the League. So 
we wanted to win this prestigious 
Shield final. 

To revive the team-spirit among 
the piayers 1 assembled all the ' 
players and we remained together 
all the time for the !a.st two days. 1 
enkindled the fighting spirit of the 
players saying that if Mohun' Bagan 
win or .somehow draw the match the 
credit will be theirs berau.se they 
do not have five of their legular 
players. 

Il is a pity that East Bengal could 
not win this match The only silver 
lining, as far as East Bengal are 
concerned, is that we have not been 
cohipletely thrashed by Mohun 
Bagan In 1979, East Bengal suf¬ 
fered from some unwanted prob¬ 
lems concerning the then coach 
Aroon Ghosh and some of the play 
ers of the club. This had adver.se 
repercussion on the players and we 
were beaten by Mohun Began m the 
Shield final Since then wo did not 
will any tournament. Something 
happened this year. But in spite of 
the internal problems we have nor 
been completely outplayed by 
Mohun Bagan. This will, 1 hope, 
inspire us to put up better perform¬ 
ance in our future tournaments 

Finally, there did not wcur any 
repugnant incident in the field I 
invited the Mohun Bagan players to 
the East Bengal tent after the 
match so that cordial relatiom 
among the players are not des¬ 
troyed. 


Earlier also he inflicted an in|urv to 
his team as he clashed with team-mate 
Shekharan forcing him to leave the 
ground in pain 

In the second half. East Bengal re¬ 
turned to the scene* with a vengeance 
Seemingly pledged to avenge the goal 
they had to concede, they mounted 
tremendous pressuie on Mohun 
Bagan. , 

However, that is not to say that 
Mohun Bagan relented in their attack 
at this stage Surajit Sengupta created 
a dangerous situation when he lobbed 
a ball into the box from an indiiect 


tree-kick Ii was i leared sometiow 
from the goalline A liitle l.iti-r ll.ihil) 
made a good .iiieinpt to score, but lus 
headei oft ,1 fine Siirajit iui) did not 
find the 'n.irk as it fleis o\ei the 
t rossj'iei e 

In tj(i, Siiiaitt was all the tune in 
the pictnic, hanging annind in seaich 
of oppoiU‘nili€*s And he got one m the 
19th minute, did his best to utilise it 
and put (he ball actually into th'e net 
bur onlv to find litiiiself pulled up loi 
offside I have my doubts if the deci 
Sion was pistifiable 

On the pari of East Bengal, efforts 


weic still on lot tlie e(|ii.diser which 
thev seetTiefl d« .id ,el on scoring 
.Siidhii Kann<ikai J’lcinnath Philip, 
; Joseph M.il li.ido and .Someriail) Bam i 
iee weie loimiiig all ovci the ground 
|iiiliing M'ihun Rag.in in a tight roiiiei 
tune and .tgaiti 

1 The reward ol then toil ’’anie in ihe 
j 27th miriufe when vonng Siinienath 
I wtio lepitoed Suhii S.i!kar in the 
I second half, ton vet red a heaiiritul ,VJa- 
pd pass into the tnurh-nceded equalis¬ 
er Front the way East Bengal were 
playing at that time, it must he said 
that they fully deserved it 



In the dressliii 


TiTuiiT' 


The Mohun Bagjsti plsyers «Rtel«d 


mood exultiotf ov«r theu: 
ance The assistant secretary of thct 
dub, Sailen Manna, congratulated 
all the playors an4 then went (o 
coach Sankar Banerjee, who in (edi ’ 
touched Sailen KCanna^i feet to gft 
hu blesstugs 

Anudit the shouting fn tenty . 
"three cheers for Mobun Began*; 
caihe the sad newf that a sraitnch 
fan of the club, Naren Dev, bad 
died of an heart-attack after Molltm 
Bagan had scored tbetr second goaL 
"Perhaps he could not accept Uw i 
fact that hia team did not emerge 
victorious’', said an offichd 
While all the players were sttiiag 
OH a big table changing their 
jexmys, Gautam Sarkar had said'. 

We have proved that we are stiU 
the hest* Later he added, *1 think 
this IS the best match Mohun Began 
havs played against East Bengal 
01 er the last few vears We could 
have won but for the failure of eur 
forwards to utilise the chances mat 
came to them ” > 

Francis DeSou/a came and hug¬ 
ged Gautam Francis said "This Ts 
the first time 1 have played agdinst 
East Bengal, and I am glad that I 
have scored a goal 1 think I have 
played well today and have proved 
that in spite of a long layoff I am ' 
able to produce my best form 
against a big team” Arup DaS, the 
other scorer, humbly said "This is 
the first time 1 have played for 
Mohun Bagan against East Bengal f 
am naturally nappy that 1 nave 
scoied a goaf but I would have been 
happier if we had won the match * 
Biswajit Bose, another bal^, as 
tar as Mohun Bagan East Bengal 
match IS concerned, said "No, I was 
not nervous I think I have played 
mv natural game, but if the condi¬ 
tions had been ideal t would have 
played better" Pradip Chowdhury, 
the captain of Mohun Bsjgan, ssld: 
"Perhaps I have playeu my 3«st 
match in Calcutta, I want to rffing 
now We have showed what 
lion means to us. In spite ol the 
absent e of some pf pur regular 
players we have played better and 
should have won the match com' 
fortablv” 

Suddenly, horn the nearby East 
Bengal tent, came Prasanto Ghosh, 
theu football secretary, and invitpa 
all the Mohun Bagan puyem to hia 
tent for refreshments One by ate 
the Mohun Bagan players went to 
the East Bengal tpht The £aat 
Bengal football secretary hodeed 
thatboth Gautam Sarkar and Sure* 



hAsI Bengal s Mai d Baihar and Mohun B-igan iPridp Lhowdhuqf nvolvod i a (uss t as 
(jiaulam iarkar watches from a / tile distance 


nt Sea^ifita, the former players of 
East llettgai, had net eome He 
personally went ^in and broi^^i 
them to the East Mogal tent. Suror 
Jit eaebaaged a few words with 
soma <d! the East B«njpd officials 


atSHHEttg^Jimt oiitside the gate. 

The .general atmosphere pf tK* 
East BiMgal teat was not at aQ 
cheerfuL Most of the ftlayer^ 
looked eahausted and were Jpat 
sitting with a vacant lotdc Suohur 
iUiwkar, the captain ef the team, 
saidt *ft does not matter which 
players play fw these two teams tt 
is the prestige attached to the 
match between these two chibs that 
k actually unportant Though they 
Blsoed better, I think we were un 
lucky to a certain extent that wp 
cduld not mahiHiin our lewd”. 

Chan^ imfagdur Ihgpa, who has 
mayeo onto Us diird match for East 
Bangal, smd; "I tned my best, hut 


the conditions were not favourable 
I am naturalto glad that 1 have 
sopred a goah mn I think wo could 
hava won tf we had not become 
defensive after we shot into the 
lead.* Majid BaskOr and Oilipf Palit 
wme rebbaim in a separate room 
Said DUip; "jCmrigg the interval we 
had tidcsm vow tMt we would play 
well and won the auubh and we 
nmuijr polled it off-" Majid tefusi^ 
to say anything. "My mind » not 
wormnt propeny. t am too ored* 
The supporters of the club, 
however, wore not satisfied. As | 
was leavum the ttot I heard one 
player smringi "this was our best 
chanCe. Ihey did not have so many 
players, yet we failed to teat 
them." But the offkiafai looked re- 
lieved that tbc 9 did not bairn to face 
yet another defeat m dm hands of 
their arch^ivgl They StiU have 
hope dkitttey vmmjoft up food 
perfpmhteit ih «hinthE 

tOttHUOlMlMS. 

SARAJTT DEB 





But the real drama was yet to take 
place. Hardly had the Mohun Bagan 
players recovered from the shock, 
when they saw East Bengal’s C. B 
Thapa score what at that stage seemed 
to be the match-winner In one word, it 
was a beautiful goal—a clever square- 
pass from Majid, who dribbled past 
two Mohun Bagan defenders, to Thapa 
whose powerful shot bullettcd to the 
net leaving Shivaji Banerjee, the 
Mohun Bagan custodian, totally help¬ 
less 

It was only at this juncture that 
Mohun Bagan showed .some signs, of 
despair, though only for a short while 
They were finding it difficult to regain 
the momentum Bur they rallied to put 
East Bengal into the defence soon 
Their forwards made frequent inroads 
into the East Bengal territory, and 
earned four flag-kicks in quick succes¬ 
sion—an indication of the tremendous 
pressure they put on their opponents 
They created a number of openings, 
but all of them proved futile 

The equaliser eventually came 
through Francis DeSouza It was 
Gautam Saikar again from whom the 
successful move sprang He gave a 
forward pass to Francis who slammed 
d left-footer into the net, beating East 
Bengal custodian Biswajit Das And 
Mohun Bagan survived 

Among the players of both sides 
Arup Das, Somenath Baneriee and to 
some extent Majid played exceedingly 
well At the same time it was very 
pleasing to see veteran Sudhir Karma- 
kar, Habib and Pradip Chowdhury 
play a great game fur their teams 
Fareed and Joseph Machado also can 


claim to bo coiisideied the best attack¬ 
ing linkmen in the match 

However, the man who deserves 
special mention is the East Bengal 
goalkeeper Biswajit Da.s, but tor whom 
Mohun Bagan could have increased 
their tally and won the Shield A woid 
of praise must go also to Pradip Chow¬ 
dhury who announced his retirement 
from Calcutta soccer after the end of 
the match He was the main source of 
inspiration for the Mohun Bagan de¬ 
fenders and himself foiled many a 
dangerous kttempt of the East Bengal 
forwai ds 

As for strategy there is hardly any¬ 
thing new to write about Though both 
the teams adopted the 4-2-4 combina¬ 
tion, It was not tactics but intense 
fighting spirit and fierce determina¬ 
tion to come oat victorious in each of 
the 22 players that raised the match to 
great heights. 

About ground conditions, I must say 
that despite incessant rain overnight it 
was not as bad as was anticipated The 
composition of soil in both East Bengal 
and Mohun Bagan grounds is much 
different from that of the Eden Gar¬ 
dens which turns into a quagmire after 
one or two heavy 'showers Though the 
East Bengal ground on that day was 
slippery, the players could indeed 
keep their footnold firm and we saw 
quite a number of solo efforts by 
players like Machado, Somenath and 
____ 


Silitfi iUira’s 
reslmiatloii 

■pA^t are now bagini^"' 

lilting to nnderatAad whmt It 
Bfeans to be wftboot a cqacb. Clob 
omciats have begag to reaHse diM. 
ft is ira easy tbsk to keep a side in 
trim, but the moot question tr. has 
Santo Mitre’s lettar of rcsignatioa 
actually been accepted? 

The dab’s geaend secretary, Mr 
Nisith Ghosh, said; ’It'|s ddfinltel* 
a ^oblem without » coacht It is 
dinicuit for anyone else to replace 
a coach at short notice. W« have not 
accepted coach Santo Mitra*s,ie»- ' 
ignation as yet. l»stead> we have, 
requested him to accomj^V the " 
team for the Darjeelina Gold Ciqi 
in the capacity m coadt" 

’’There are reasons for fois which,' 
I would not IHte to dUcuisbiKt t wiU J 
stress one point. Thera, Js-a sectitm 
which has been ’poisohiog’ the i 
players, with the resuk tha% their 
playing spirit has been aweded. 
This was amply evident to Oitr 
league showing. As a maner^ ti 
fact, before our IPA Shield 'htotoh 
against Mafatlal, I was vary wort^ 
about the narrow escape ^ had 
against Aryaa in the quart«r<fo^; 
and so t ilteraliy tola the.bci^'tQ' 
play their natim) ggtoe., 'i pked 
them to forget uiet 
ing for East Bengal Inetbadjf'l.W- 
wructed them to* cAiy for thtoh.'' 
selves, reminding tmto dud Hisas' 
their duty to repay those who had 


Mocfod them into the team. I was ' 
overjoyed when this worked woor - i 
ders, 1 reelly don't bldme foe boys | 
baotuse I ml they should not be ' * 
toterforad with. There may he rival- 
fy nitwngst eariain club officials s 
put .why toufet it peitolate to foe ‘ 
idgyMy Sia'eiy^v.tbeolub's prestige 
temei %sti ntora' musf be some . 
.sjscrdicas made for the sake of foe 
tiub. . 

"Regarding Majid, it is a pity that.' * 
foeptoyer «mo earned such a name 
lornfmsclf in 198b seemed to be e 
vomit this season, k is a mystery as' -. 
to how this happened but it >s a 
armtery that will have to be solved : 

soon. Club officials are trying 
to jvace the source of the problem' . 
so that Majid regains his form. It 
was evidsmt after a few League 
matches this year that Majid sud* - 
denty bi^n to slacken. By foe time 
the IPA jmield came around, be was 
totally tdf fprm. We have learnt an 
important lesson. In future, we will ' 

■ not depend solely on individual 
atars.'-t« ittuswate my point; let me 
cwidiliifMwfoat foe boys did well to 
'foe tost'lew League matches and, ' 
mtod you, we were playing without 
Majid and Jamshid at the time. We' 
anil now'have to emphasise on local 
talent- Because of our over-reliance 
on’individtMl stars we performed 
miserably in the Pederadon Cup 
and Ufor on in the lAmgue as well. 

. "We will not tolarate players who 
. pities. If they persist, 

njfv wtU not hesitate to throw them 
,mit,..' We have tq maintain disci- 
'fdOMf', m foe only reason we 
. awered the finel of foe IPA Shield 
u we .oMrhauled the team." , 

A CORnESPONDENT 



To conclude, I must say that this was 
not the first time that the two teams 
have shared the Shield as joint win¬ 
ners, but suit'])/ It was one of the very 
rare occa.sions when East Bengal and 
Mohun Bagan played the Shield final 
in true competitive spirit. It was an 
old-fashioned thiillei all the way—a 
neck to neck fight as the result itself 
testifies 


defeating Aivan I 0 in the ic-played 
match That was the last iinii- liiev 
ever figuied in a .Shield final 
This year, ihev came ilose to taking 
a berth in the iinal again leading 2-0 
till the interval and 2 1 till seven 
minutes fioiii ilie end Mohun H.igan 
then squandered a penalty vnIkti 
Gautam Saikai kickl-d wich' hut Kapis 
than could not maint.ii'i the lead, aiid 
ultirnatelv lost 2 1 !' was ihi same 


MOHUN BAGAN vs 
RAJASTHAN 


T IIKS1-. lv\o teams have become re- 
iiowm-d as close iivals tlvet the 
veais, c'licounteis between these sides 
have been thiilleis, with viclorv mai- 
giris hanging on the most slender of 
threads In the II-A Shield fin.il of 
19'52, Rajasthan were leading by two 
goals to ml with about lU minutes to go 
beloip the final whistle Mohun Bagan 
equalised amidst scenes of hvsteiia 
but rtie Shield had to be abandoned 
when, in the replayed final, both 
teams remained locked in a goalless 
draw Then, in 195'i, Rajasthan en¬ 
tered the final and ultirnatelv won. 


story in this veai's I,iague tie between 
these- two teams Raiasili.iii were lead 
ing h\ .1 goal, then Mohun Bagan 
equalised ami iiltimatelv got the 
match winnei liiiough a |ienaltv. hv 
Siibiata Kh.ittachaiva 
The hist lime Siilii.ita did not assist 
his team, Mohun Bagan weie ihiashed 
by East Bengal m ihe Duiaiul ( t Oi and 
by Dikac Mills in ibe Rovers (4 0) in 
1978 Moliiiii Bagan k-lt Ins absence 
kc-enlv in those matches, pist .is rhey 
did lO this match ag,iirist R.i|.isihan 
The captain ot the* side, I’ladiii 
Choudhuty, jiiit Jl bluntiv “Subiaia is 
Ihe pivot around which our defence 
levoives We weic- not prepared lo 
play this tournament without Suhrata 
I had not played throughout the 
League, so there was no combination 
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helps strengthen your gums 
while it cleans your teeth 



Gum troubles could mean loss of healthy teeth 

Dentists say that if teeth are not cleaned 
properly a thin layer of bactena called 
plaque, which forms around your 
teetii and gums, starts accumulating 
This leads to tartar which weakens and 
pushes away gums causing even 
healthy teeth to fall out Gum troubles 
can also harm health in general 

Forhan’s protection for the gums 

Dr Forhan’s exclusive formula with 
its special astringent strengthens 
gums to help you resist gum troubles 

So brush your teeth and massage 
your gums with Forhan’s Toothpaste and 
Forhan’s Double Action Toothbrush 
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A balielic icene initoni of the Mohun Bogan citadel as Fta/asthans Amri Bagrhi ’tcores the first goal 


between Samar Bhattarharya and my¬ 
self The goals we conteded weie i>ur 
own fault, but we survived to fight 
another day In this context, 1 want to 
mention one thing We are also with 
out some of our regular plavers, but 
we did not withdiaw from the touina 
ment, as did anothei club (an obvious 
reference to Mohammedan Sporting) 
Whether we win the trophy oi not, I 
think Mohiin Biigan has set a fine 
example That is what one calls iiadi- 
tion ” 

Mohun Bagan started well and were 
all over their opponents in the first 10 
minutes. They were a tiifle unlucky 
wheti a beautiful shot by Arup Das hit 
the corner of the post and ricocheted 
out with the Ratasthan custodian 
beaten Suddenly, theie seemed to he 
a transfoimation m the two sides 
Rajasthan began dominating and got 
the first goal Aiun Nath, tlioii left 
wingei had changed position and 
winked his way thiough the light 
flank, heating thi' lei' back Bisw.ijii 
Das and sending in a beautiful centie 
Amit Bagchi, luniiing in between the 
two stoppeis, ju.st nodded m 

W^itli SIX minutes to go befoie the 
breather, Raiasthan inci eased their 
tally with a goal by .Suhlias Roy Tins 
speedy wiiiger beat Ih adip ('howdliui v 
on the light Hank, cut iii, and with a 
neat flick jilaced the hall in the near 
post The Mohun Bagan custodian, 
.Shivaji Banei lee, is to be blamed to a 
certain extent loi both goals Sliiv'ap 
should not have allowed the hall to 
enter the gap ihiough the lirst post on 
the secoiui oicasion Perhaps he had 
antitip.iled .Siibh.is would centie and 
siibsequenlly positioned himself at the 
lar post 

Mohun Kagan began with renewed 
cigoot in the second half Thev had 
come iMck with then old letsevs (dis 
caiding the new ones which thev had 
stalled witlii and seemed to have shed 
their lethargic attitude f’radip 
Chuiidliury went tot first time clear¬ 
ances, Gautam moved up and down 
and Habib stalled playing as the tilth 
lurwaid The inclusion ol Fiancis De- 
Souza, in place oi Riswajit Bhat- 
tacharva, gave the attack more power 
and thrust L'liimatelv, the fiest plaver 
in the foiward line, Arup. got the fust 
goal Surajit Sengiipia sent the ball to 
Ulaganathan on the wing and a perfect 
centre bv Ulaga was tieatlv headed 
home 

Aiup was deprived of the equalisei 
when one of his headers hit the up¬ 
right and then later, he was tripped 
inside the penalty box by Shyamal 
Chosh, the veteran Raiasthan .stopper 
just as he was about to take a shot at 
goal Arup had only the gualkeepei to 
beat and the leferee had no hesitation 
in awarding a penalty which, as stared 
earlier, Gautam Satkar muffed 

Arup paved the wav for the equalis¬ 
er, which was scored hy Fiancis 
Shyam Thapa (who had replaced Ula 
ganathan) sent the ball to Arup on the 
left wing. Arup cut in before center ing 
the ball and Francis was on the spot to 
nod It home. That was with seven 


minutes to go fill lull time but Mohun 
Bag,in stiock once more soon after 
Tills tune It was the veteran Hahih 
who did the damage He leceived th<* 
ball on the tup of the box and with an 
angular left footed shot, he sen the 
ball scorching to the opposite corner of 
the net This shot, which left the hIioIo 
Raiasthan defence stranded, will he 
talked about bv young fans tor years to 
come 

Mohun Bagan played better football 
IP the second hall, and they looked 
like a side with a puipose Aiup 
without doubt, played well and he was 
ably supported by Habib and Francis 
The two changes made by coach Sank- 
ar Banerjee worked well Fiancis, who 
was plaving after a two month lay off, 
seemed goal hungry and he had posi¬ 
tioned himself welf foi the equalisei 


Surajit, again, plaved well in parches, 
but he was well guardt'd hy the Rajas 
than left-hack, Saiijib Bhattacharya 
('o.ich .SankapBaneriee said “We real 
ised today how much Bablu (Subrata) 
moans to the team The defence was 
shaky without him, hut thev got over 
that in the second hall I made those 
(hanges because as it usually happens, 
if a team is down, it i.s the senioi 
players with their wealth of experi¬ 
ence, who pull the team through Thai 
IS jjietisely what happened ” 

The Raiasthan foiward line was 
penetiative Most of the moves were 
initiated bv their wingers Ariin Nath 
and Subhas Roy Swapaii Routh work¬ 
ed hard in the midfield, but the same 
cannot be said about then defence 
Pei haps with a little mote effort, they 
could have earned their team rhrougn 



Cod<h Shvanial Bos«> said “Mv boys 
plaved well in the lust half, but they 
seemed to lose power and .strength in 
the seiond Shvainul Ghosh is not 
vouiiit anv mote and apparently the 
lotiM louinev we had during; the 
tournament seemed to hnve had an 
eiteii on his ijanie If 1 could have 
Riven him some test, he would have 
plavod hetiei In the end, I think luck 
was not with us " 


EAST BENGAL vs MAFATLAL 


D I’SI’I-.RATION was win larRe on 
the laces ol the l-.ast ItenRul play 
eis when ihev weie down by a Roal m 
the 2>th ntiiiuie ol their senii-tinal 
aRaiiisi Rombav's Mafatlal The ial 
ter’s Roal came when Keith Swaine 
moved in with tlie ball and was deftiv 
tnteicepied bv (h‘lc‘nclei Antideb Das 
(Iciwevei. an nppoi uinistii Kataii riia 
pa avaik'd nt the' lebound idf Das. whn 
tried dc'speiatc'lv to clear the ball 
when on bis knees, in the process 
suslainiiu; an in|uiv which led to his 
beiHR tamed ntl the held But Thapa 
did not hesitale and yolleyed bnllianl- 
iv to the tai post, beatiiiR custodian 
Bisw'uiil Das 

Ab'iouRh the match did nor u'acb 
Rieat heiRhts it proved tli.it the Bom 
bav our tii was capable oi displ.iyinR 
bc-ttei CO oiclinaiinn and aiiticipahon 
Then coveiiriR was also uond Kven 
heloie they eveiiluallv scored, ihev 
n.iMowly missed (he Roalmouth whem 
riRht tlankinaii Aiiaod SiiiRh daited 
tliKKiRh aiicl w’ies(i>d a pass which 
Sekharan sent tn Dilip Palit 
StiiiiR l)v the level sc, the local stal 
wails made a cU'speiate bid tor the 
etpialisei Seceii innniles laiei they 
h.id a Rood chance when B lhapa, 
wild heal a couple ot defetulecs, only 
had lo boot home but .nstead - suipii- 
siorK -he seni a 11 OSS to {’ D l-iancis 
which was cleaiecl beloie there was 
aii\ lliie.il ARam thi ee miinites late i, 
Maiid's shot iiai lowly missed the 
taiRft llowecei despite the mimhei 
ol lapses, the Mafatlal deep delence 
was ceilaiiilv betlei oil 

I oiiiiei Miili.iinmed.in SportiiiR star, 
the Sikkimese Pern Dm p was excep- 
lionallv Rood His iritt-icepiion .iiid 
oveilappiiiR caused the opposition 
somewoiiy llaiiiiiiiant loiled a c haitce 
I.', hiaiKis oh Maud (he too s.ivetl one 
on the I’oalliiu-I, while India tamp 
piobable Alim Khan headed deal a 
Maud luMtlei oil a coinei iiist aliei 
i<'siiiii|ii Kin 

l’'ihap'- lilt sioiy would have been 
altoRethei dll I Cl fill had leieiee Rabi 
khakiaboitc iiol oceiluoked a RlatiiiR 
lilt:iiiRi mi III hi iniiintes altei lemon 
time Svxaiiie had passe.l to Rataii 
'lhapa who mewed in tci strike but a 
despeiaie M.ichacli pulled bun inside 
the box Said Malatbil tuach M.ic|b(>ol 
.Mmied “Had we roi that penalty eve 
would lian wmi ihe match " As 1 asi 
BeiiRal s scMiih tor ihe ecuialisei 
pic'ced eliiMce officials IteR.iii debat- 
iiiR as to who should it'placc G B 
riiajia a'sitiiahon onlx a coach could 
h.ite handled Ihe iooiball seciet.irx 


was seen peisuading an injured Jam- 
shid to rake the field while the latter 
reluctantly pointed to his ankle The 
only altei native left was Somnath 
Baneriee who ultimately emerged as 
the saviour He latched on to a Macha¬ 
do pass and sent home a rasping vollev 
from a range of 20 vaids leaving 
custodian Victor Saldhana agape This 
was indeed a gem of a goal Majid 
eventu.illv headed home the wumei 
off a I'laiici.s lob in the dying minutes 
ot the fit st half of extra time Said hast 
Bengal’s geneial secietary, Nisith 
Ghosh “Somnath’s inclusion in place 
ot Thapa bore fruit His goal was a 
biilliant one I am happy that we won 
but yve could have pievai’.ed by a 
Idigei margin It was a mistake on our 
parr to ordei the le.irn to warm up 1.^ 
minutes befoie the match in such 
humid con.litiuns The obvious lesull 
was the players' stamin.i flagged We 
left out a couple of good playeis since 
we wanted a good combination ’’ 

“Malarial played well but thev could 
not cope with the we.ither rhai they 
aie Rood pidvers was evident with the 
two goallinc .saves bv Ahin Khan and 
Hantimant This onU pioves what 
level >1 physical litiiess they have 
atiained Thev are always on hand 
whcMi the situation demands W'e en 
teied the final because we oveihauled 
oui team", he concluded Incidentallv, 
this was the iSth time h'ast Bengal 
enteied the IFA Shield final and the 
I7th time rhev ate meeting arch iivals 
Mohun Bagau 

Mafatlal coach Maqbool Ahmed 
commented “The te.un has been iid- 
dled with iniunes Our inside-forward 
fardor has just undeigone a cariilege 
operation. Salma Joseph pulled a mus¬ 
cle duimg the last practice session, 
light-back Newman was sick In addi¬ 
tion, captain Keith Swaine was not 
totallv fit We also have quite a num¬ 
ber bf new plaveis like Pern Dtn |i. 
Abm Khan and Ava/ Hussain, who aie 
good plaveis Had the lhit‘e piaved we 
would have dispiaved a better biand 
oi lootball and probably won the 
inaiih Keith and Aiiaiui Singh aie 
good toiwaids but thev wvre not up to 
the maik today hot the lust hi) mi- 
tiiiies mv plavers plavcd well 1 am not 
saving that we lacked stamina Ranjit 
lhapa IS 41, but he is still absolutely 
fit lie even got the Best Playei pi i/e 
in the cliistei fixiuies at Malda He 
can continue foi hO minutes but at (his 
point he slows down After all, he is 
getiing old Bill let me say something 
about uui opponents A i liib like Hast 
Bengal ought to have perlormed bel- 
U*i riic-v lacked stamina We aie not a 
bettei side but we plav good football, 
'fheii again, the pltyeis weie quite 
upsi't wiih the home crowds shouting 
Anyway, it yyas a good match", con¬ 
cluded (he Maiatlal coach 


EAST BENGAL vs ARYAN 


T HKRK wua just no spectator in¬ 
terest in this encounter Perhaps 
this was occasioned by the exorbitant 
price of rickets On the other hand. 


perhaps it was the poor performance 
of> East Bengal in the League that 
deterred a major section of spectators. 
But even the handful who witnessed 
the IFA Shield quarter-fmal between 
neighbours East Bengal and Aryan 
must have gone home questioning 
their own wisdom at having gone for 
the match 

It was a story of frustration, ex¬ 
asperation—and a great deal of humil¬ 
ity—for the skeleton crowd. East Ben¬ 
gal, desperately on the look out for a 
goal, finally scored in the 55th minute 
Flankman Francis moved in, sent an 
angular shot which rebounded off 
stopper Prangopal Das and opportu¬ 
nistic linkman Machado shot home, 
the ball swerving in with Aryan custo¬ 
dian Achintya Das off guard 

Despite the absence of stopper 
Monoranjan Bhattacharya and medio 
Amalraj, East Bengal nev'er really had 
cause foi worry against Aryan, Howev¬ 
er, the red and-yelluw jerseys just 
could not combine well and lacked 
thrust Majid, who usually leads the 
attack was nut himself on the day and 
it was noticeable that the pace ol the 
game slowed whenevoi he was in pos¬ 
session of the ball Only once, midwav 
through the second hali, did he make a 
brilliant solo move to the opponent's 
box but an onriishing goalkeeper 
foiled his attempt “I fullv agree I did 
not perform well In fact, it was one of 
my worst game.s This was because of 
the sultry weather It wax a very tiring 
game," said Majid Basket 

Whereas Aryan combined better 
and played at a faster pate, they 
lacked the necessary finish Perhaps, 
had their forwards taken long shots at 
goal Aryan might have gut ai least one 
inside the net When Sankar Sarkar 
toiled Jumshirl inside the box, a coun- 
ter-dttdtk found Badal Bhactachaiya 
sending a beautiful thiough pass to 
stiiker Shyamal Bhatracharva, whose 
shot nariowly mis.sed the far post just 
before lemon time Gopobandhu Saha 
did not look very confident under the 
bar 

Although the match was confined to 
'the midfield must of the time, Aryan 
played better and made some stray 
foi ays Some of the players tlaim that 
Machado's goal was overlooked be- 
cau.se the ball had gone out, hut Aryan 
coach Ram Das said' “1 don’t want to 
comment on the goal All that 1 can <ay 
is we played well and they won. I am 
happy with my team’s performance I 
agiee we played badly in the League 
This was due to the fact that we lost 
Pulak Biswas and Knshnendu Roy, 
both of whom joined the India camp 
after the first match But we played far 
better and looked an improved side In 
the first half, there was not much 
movement but after the breather we 
had a couple of chances, our receiving 
was bad Anyway, the result was sheer 
bad lut k for us ” 

Fareed was the only player who 
went all out, while Jamshid was un¬ 
sportsmanlike 


Both new recruits, fiankmen C. B. 
Thapa and Subir Sarkar were fielded, 
but neither was properly fed. While 
Sarkar, who replaced Francis in the 
second half, received only about three 
passes. Thapa was annoyed about not 
being fed with sufficient passes “I 
have had only a day’s -practice with 
the team. I got very few passes but 1 
hope to do better with more prac¬ 
tices”, said Thapa. 


RAJASTHAN vs WARI 


B oth teams had struggled to reach 
the quarter-finals, each defeating 
seeded teams in the pre-quarter final 
stages (as reported in the earlier issue 
of Sportsworld) The long journev 
from Bankura (for Rajasthan) and 
Midnapur (for Wan) to Cooch Behai 
(nearly 18 hours by train) took us toll 
on the players of both teams and this 
was only too evident as the match 
progressed 

The initial stages of the first hall 
were dominated by Rajasthan but it 
was only in the closing minutes of the 
half that they rook the lead, thiough 
Amu Bagchi But they could not main¬ 
tain this mat gin for long, as Wan 
equalised seconds before hall time 
After the change of ends, both sides 
tried their utmost to gel into the lead 
but failed Extra time had to be im¬ 
posed and in the tilth minute Krish- 
iiagopal Choudhuiy gave Kaiasthan 
the winning goal 

The Kaiasthan coach, Shvamal Bose 
said. “It was a fan game which could 
have gone c'lthei way Both teams weie 
exhausted aftci the long join nev The 
ariangemenis weie veiy bad The 
plavers were told to get leadv two 
hours beloic ihe match In a wav, we 
deseived oui victoiv because my play 
eis luiiised two chain e.s in what was a 
keenly fought match " 


MOHUN BAGAN vs 
JAMSHEDPUR S.A 


S l’ECTAIORS had come expecting 
the boys from Jamshedpur to'pm 
up stiff lesisiante against the lunneis- 
up ol the Calcutta League Mohiin 
Bagan .\ttei all. the J,SA had scored 
23 goal-, and conceded only one Ftirth 
ermote, in then pre-qiiartei tinal 
match they had soundly thrashed the 
tamed Jagatiu Cotton and Textiles 
Mills. Phagwara 5 0 They lielded a 
prolific scoier in Viiav Kumar who had 
scored nine goals in the Shield, bill 
they did nor lice up to expeciations, 
losing ()-.5 

Though Moliiin Bagan won cone in 
cingly. the J.SA side did not plav as 
badly as the maigin of defeat would 
suggest They created some openings, 
and with a bit ot luck could ha\e got a 
tew goals Luck has been piirposelc 
mentioned because the Mohiin Bagan 
custodian, Jagadish (Jhosh, saved the 
situation for his side on moie than one 
occasion Without belittling Jagadish 
It must be mentioned that luck did 
play a par: when he executed the 


saves in question True, he rushed out 
of his citadel at the right time, but on 
occasions his legs and outstretched 
hands prevented the ball tiom enter¬ 
ing the Mohun Bagan net 

Mohun Bagan, after a long lay-ofl, 
started on a slow but cunlident note 
They weie without lour ot their regu 
lai stars, XifVier Pius, Mihii Bosi“, 
Compton Durta and Shvamal Banei 
lee In addition. .Sudip Chattel lee was 
also doing national duty Howc‘vei. the 
new look side had played the last few 
matches ot the League and looked 
quite a capable lot of pkiyei s, with a 
good blend of youth and expeiieiice 

However, they tailed to make much 
headway beiause then two liiikineii, 
(lauiain Saikar and Md Habib, weie 
not able to tunciion piopeily llabib 
has had a loiigci lav otf, bc-cause he 
went home after the match against 
East Bengal in the I eague Slowly but 
suielv, this veteran ot many a battle 
began to find tiis feel and teed his 
foiwaids well Midway thiough the 
fust half. Mohun Bagan got their fust 
goal oft a comet The ball canie to 
Suhra'a Bhattachaiva, who lost his 
balance while trying to coiitiol the 
ball Amp Das, who was nearby, seized 
the opportunity and geiitlv pushed the 
ball home 

At up could have increased the tally 
but he was unlucky when a heamitiil 
left-looted shot ftom outside ilie 
penally box went over the ctosspiece 
bv inches Biswa,it Bliatlacharva. thc- 
oiher voung stiikei in ibe team, also 
had the nioiiificatioii of seeing his 
pile-drivei hit the uptight, but lie got 
the second goal toi Ins side, )usi aftei 
the change ot ends A midfield loh 
went to Habih who lie.ided it down tor 
Biswapt to shooi home w'llh a left- 
foolei 

Within the next ten minutes, Mohun 
Kagan turthei consolidate d then posi 
tioii with two more goals, bv Ulag.i 
iiathan and Arup respectively Tot the 
third goal, credit should be given lo 
Biswapt Bose, rh'* voung left back. Me 
overlapped and sent a |»erfect cc'iitie 
to I'lagaiiatliaii The lattei only bad to 
diveit the hail with a headei Aiu|i 
scored tlielomtii goal ten his side at lei 
dodging past a couple of defenders 

The Iasi goal, liowevei, was deliniie 
Iv the best ol ilie da\ When Siiiapi 
Seiigupt.i leceived the ball he was 
ni‘ai the lentie ciicle hut iii a lirilliant 
solo elfoit, he tan down the middle, 
dribhhng past fciui defendeis. on eai h 
occasion tiMiiiiiig to tlie left hut actual 
ly n'OMiig to the i iglit l',ven*iiall\, 
with a neat phuetneiit he put the ball 
11110 the net It was the Suiapi ot two 
to three seal s ago, the aitfcil dodgei ot 
the ( alciitta Maidan 

Suliiata Rhaitachaiva. wlio was to 
aiccimpaiiv the Indian learn to Pvoiig 
Voiig, Noirh Kciiea. a-, a last iniiioie 
lepl.iceiiierii toi the iniiuecl Slu.iiii.il 
Baneriee, latei thai evening, tried cle 
speldlelv foi a goal He moved up and 
down , ontinuoiislv and on one ocia 
Sion he was iinluckv wtiim one of his 
shots hii the ciosspiece He pl.uecl 
well and so did the other defendeis 


IIckM 

inMmii 

ws a treinendou!) lack qf 
J,,etniuatasn> among the sporta- 
(wing popnlace of Calcutta, as fur 
Shield was concernesd. 
thei’e WW various reasons for thw; 

S jas, tlie biggest festival for the 
i^sdls were in the offing: the 
motebes started at 2.^0 pm which 
himt|«rad attandence as far as 
ofnca'goet)!) were concerned, but 
vribat leally played havoc was tlie 
t^rbitant price of tickets. 

Tbe lodihn Football Association 
fiaed a uniform price of all 
i^kacs^ whether in the members' 
stand .or in the green galleries, at an 
ununi^ high rate of Rs. b. If a 
Mohun Bagan or Bast Bengal sup- 
portar viraiited to see oU the match- 
eaof.bm.^vouriie team, he had to 
pay Rs. Ig, In addition to the high 
races 9 f the tickets, the arrange- 
nmnts wsyre nor very good, to say 
the least. 

The respective clubs were given 
their quota, which was meant to be 
diiuributed among the members 
and |he IFA kept 5,000 for public 
distribution (except for the final, 
'wheh there was no public sale) Bur 
' if OM 'w^ted a ticket, one had to go 
td'the association office, some two 
WUometres from the Maidan. This 
was the real snag A number of 
i^ple went to the grounds, unly to 
lina tothaijr dismay that there were 
no counters. That left them with no 
Opthffi but to purchase tickets frnm 
touts.at nearly double the once. 
Iwat,' in of the galleries Wing 

irearly ertptyl 

•A CORf^PONDENT ' 


vxicpl light hack .banIII) t hi>udhiiiv 
who was a hit slow IIi* was icpi.ucd In 
lilt- i.iptaiii ol tin side I'l.idip 
Choiidliiiis III I hi- SCI 011(1 liah 


(faiit<iiii h.is vet lo tiiid tlic toi III that 
one expel Is of him Me v\.is slow esjic 
1 i.illv in ihc se( oiiil h.ilt. when he 
t.'iiled 10 move up with till f.iiw.iiiis In 
the lot w aid hue At up |>l.n< d well .lud 
did a lot ot sihiiiiiiig loi till team 
Sut.i|il I'hived well in pali lie, <)iiil 
I'laganath.iM iipail lioin the goal, did 
h.iidiv anvrhiiig ot iioie Mohun Bagan 
(oaih Sankai R.iiienef said “It w.is 
not a l>ad III, ill li till u, M\ toiwaid 
line moled well and then- was sufli- 
iient speed .iiid powi I’m. I think 
then pl.iveis weie a hit liied ' 
Among I he JKA plrueis, sioppei 
Sulih.is Miikhel lee, wtio was in the 
■\si,id Loailiiiig 1 ariip. slioni' in ihe 
deleiui line V'lpiv Kiirnai J.ioked 
(l.iiigeioiis ,111(1 tieside, heirig a sli iket, 
IS ,ils(i (jp,il)U ol Mlieiiiini; I Ik io,iih, 
K Singh ’< 11(1 “I tlimk iIk tuns still 
iieeil somt tune lo get usi d to phiving 
iindei adieise (oiidirions Wi- did nol 
pl.n too hadh. hut then Im f was nut 
with us “ 
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SporisworM Exclusive 


India performed creditably 

India’s chief coach, P. K. Banerjee analyses the 
Merdeka tournament 


T he MenJckd Touinameni, this 
yt'dr, v%ds d \<‘i\ pirstimous event 
ds It ha])|]«'nod to Kiineide viitJi the 
silver lubilee of the chumpionship 
And perhcip<< it was in the fmies*. of 
thiriK'<, that the two best teams in the 
chanipiorisiiip-liaq and Sao Paulo 
Selei'tioiis fiotn Bia/ii—slashed in the 
final Tht twei ti'diris plaved a different 
bland of smsei, the Biazilians de 
finiteh mote skilful, while the Iraips 
relied to a nu-at extent on their body 
weitjht Tilt'S weic all very well built, 
and Iciokeil more like vsi ostlers oi 
wei^hllitteis Both team pioducid 
very nood sot c er in the tinal and it was 
int' ed sie'hidble that Irac| held on to 
the slendro 1 0 lead wiiit h they snarth 
ed in the seioiid minute ol the {tanie 
These two ti-anis had iriet eaihoi, in 
the r,roii|j league inalth, <iiid Rrd/il 
won hs tht odd Koal in thiee ItuiiiiR 
this match, the t’tound was so slippriv 
that the heaviei liaqis loiild not loii- 
itol tlieii motemeiif. ThoiiRh they 
ultimately hist, they deluiilfly foie- 
cast the shipe of thiiif^s to tome The 
BiaitilMtis pliived a levoliiiionaiy kind 
ol sottei They did nor stick to anv 
strut toiniatioii hu' the general pat¬ 
tern was soniethiiiK like a 
ioimaiion Wiih iwa sweeper hatks 
moving hack and forth, three delen¬ 


ders, thiee linkmen and two strikers 
alw.iys on the pi owl, they were indeed 
the most imfiiessiye outfit and exhi¬ 
bited the best soccer The other teams 
found II very difiiiuli to cope with 
then unorthodox style 
ConiiriR to the perlormaru e of the 
Indian team lleloie the start of the 
tournament it was commonly felt, not 
only m India hut also abioad that we 
fell in the ’hud laieKory ot countries 
that pl.iv foothall m Asia Alter our 
showing in the Metdeka, I think we 
have been e'evared from that level 1 
am not saving that we have reached 
the lust level, but deliiiiiely we are in 
the second category at pieseni 
Though there were some experi- 
emed foothalleis in the side who had 
icpiesented the countiy in the Asian 
(lames and pro Olympic matches, the 
iiend in mcidttn football is changing 
and we must play more tournaments in 
ordei to feel at home in tournanieiirs 
of this class On this scoie we weie at a 
disadv ■iritage because most ot the 
sides had gathered international ex 
peiience belore they took pan in the 
Merdeka toutnument 
We played pieltv well What was 
most cieditahle was that we fought in 
eac h and every match, hut we had to 
pay for out poor finishing The other 


teams, with their vast experience in 
international tournaments, were con¬ 
stantly in action whether it was in, 
defence or attack The Indian players 
however, look moie time to plan 
attacks and consequently there was 
nioie pressure on the Indian defence. ‘ 

The traditional image of India as a 
big losei has finally been shattered by 
our players and though we conceded 
seven goals, we also scored seven, 
which was ceitainly creditable 
Though the coaches of the Sao Paulo 
Selections team from Brazil, Iraq and 
South Korea praised the performance 
of the Indian footballers, there was no 
room for complacency We have to 
improve a lot before the Delhi Asiad 
as we aie still behind the top seven 
countnc's ol Asia 

We aic making four changes m the 
team The side that will play at Pyong 
^'ang. North Korea will be without 
Parniinder Singh, Naiendra Gurung, 
Vi lay Kumar and Shyamal Banerjee 
aiici they will he leplaied by Amaliaj, 
Piasanra Barierjc'e, Manash Bhat- 
ladiatya and Suhtata Bhattacharya 
Parmindi t has injured himself, Naren- 
dia i-, perhaps itio slow for internation¬ 
al tooibali Viiav Kumar started very 
well but gradually faded out Shyamal 
has a serious gioin iPiuiy 

The matches at Pyong Vang will 
df'tinitelv be tougher, but I expect the 
jilavers to tiy haid once again, and be 
as disciplined as they were at the 
Meideka 1 here, after a long time, the 
plavers played as a well-knit unit, they 
felt tin each othei and generally were 
a big, family II we can maintain that, 
wc can perloim better I have not 
stiessed on individual peiformances 
toi the simple reason that 1 do not 
want the players’ morale to suffer 


The AlhF i^cretaiy AshPke Ghosh explains a pomi lo the Indian players after their arrival al the Calcutta Airport 










The matches 


Japan vs Malaysia; Following this, the 
opening match of the tournament, an 
aura of sadness enveloped the city as 
the home team lost to the nimble 
Japanese The latter were quick on the 
ball and the man who did the must 
damage for the Malaysians was left 
winger Yokoyama He not only scored 
both goals for his side, but constantly 
harassed the Malaysian defence with 
his fluent movements Both goals came 
before the interval although there 
were some good attacking moves on 
both sides. 

India vs New Zealand; India were 
lucky to survive In the dying seconds, 
a kick sent goalwards by a New Zea¬ 
land foiward was beaten by the re¬ 
feree's final whistle New Zealand, 
who were represented by a second 
string side, dominated the exchanges, 
but they failed to take advantage of 
this superiority, especially in the first 
half, when they missed a number of 
chances Tht' last ten minutes saw 
truly exciting football as both goal¬ 
keepers were kept busy and were 
always u.ider piessure India also mis¬ 
sed an easv chance when Mihir Bose 
shot over from close Bhaskar Ganguly 
played well under the bar and saved 
the situation a number of times But he 
faltered once and India were lucky to 
survive 

Thailand vs Singapore. Thailand 
emerged vittorious VI, after Ic'adiiig 
1-0 at the interval In fact, the Thais 
could have won by a larger inaigm if 
theii forwards had utilised all the 
openings that came their way 
Japan vs India: Japan were worthy 
winners in this lively encounter which 
they won by the odd goal in five India 
scored the first and fifth goals while 
It Japan squeered in the other three 
Japan took control of proceedings but 
India broke through first and shot into 
the lead Compton Dutta, who played a 
superb game, moved up and lobbed 
the ball into the penalty box, leaving 
Shabbir Ah with nothing more to do 
than push the ball in Japan struck 
back with a vengeance and scored 
their three goals in the .span ol five 
minutes, all due to lapses on the part 
of the Indian defenders. The speedy 
moves by the Japanese players paid 
dividends India managed to reduce 
the margin late in the match when 
Monoranjan Bhattacharya converted a 
penalty after Shabbir All was brought 
down inside the box 
Sao Paulo vs Iraq; This was the first of 
the meetings between the two teams 
(the other was in the final) and this 
time the Brazilian outfit won by the 
tOdd goal in three They delighted the 
crowd with their skill but Iraq fought 
on, defending their citadel doggedly. 
L. R Barbosa of Brazil made quite an 
impression with his bursts down the 
right flank and paving the way for the 
first goal which was scored by J. L. 
Barbosa. That was in the fourth minute 
in the first half. They tried to increase 


their margin, but a counter-attack, in 
the l.Ith minute of the second half 
speaiheaded bv Mahadi Abdul Sabah 
gave liaq the equalisci Nine minutes 
Idtei, Brazil got the match winner, 
through a header b\ Kuptei Iraq iiied 
to get the second eqii.ilisei bui the ii 
efforts were in vain 
Indonesia vs United Arab Emirates: 
Playing neat, puiposcfii) footliall, In 
dniiesia put ii across UAE b\ a sue 
able S-2 margin On a heavy giouruL 
the Indonesians weie able to combine 
well and displayed iheii skills wiili 
Stefanus Siiev, then left wingei, scoi 
mg tliree of his team's five goals 
South Korea vs Singapore Champions 
on a numbei of occasion.s, Sciuih 
Korea, beat Singapoie 2-0 without too 
much ol an eftori .Smgatiore tried 
then best but must of the time they 
had to fight fiom behind and theieloie 
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Harjinder Sm/h the Pun/ab strihei portoimea 
creditably in the Merdeka 

relied to a gieal exioni on spoiling 
tactics The Koican.s played with short 
pas.ses along the ground and eiijoyc;d 
midfield supremaev, where Lee Kang 
Joo was a tireless woi ker Hwang Suk 
Kun scoied the lust goal and p.<ved 
the way for the second ishich was 
scc>i>ed hy Byoiig Joci 
New Zealanci vs Malaysia: The home 
team received anoihei setback when 
they lost to New Zealand bv a solitary 
goal Bur It must be said to then credit 
that they fought till the very last and 
refused to give up easily. With iliis 
loss, the chances of ihe home team 
making it to the semi-final dwindled 
consideiably The Kiwi.s shot into the 
lead through Taylor who sent in a 
sharp header Malaysia tried desper 
ately for the equaliser, but their best 
efforts were repeatedly thwarted 


India vs UAE; The heavy ground con¬ 
ditions, caused bv ram prior to the 
match, helped India considerably to 
beat L'AF. bv a iwu-goal margin. 
Bidesh Bose on the left flank led the 
Indian attack and his .speed had the 
.Arab clefe ider.s constantly on the 
wrong loot India attacked the Arab 
citadel liom the very beginning and 
had it licit been for the woodwork, 
Shabbii's shot would have entered the 
net indi.i did nut have to wait too long 
to t.ike the lead, which came through 
ilai inuler Snigli. IIAE tried desperate¬ 
ly i(< come back iriiu the game but the 
Indian defence held out Xaviei Pius 
lepKiic'd Vijoy Kuinai and soon set¬ 
tled foi India with a rising which 
centered the top ol the net 

Sao Paulo vs S. Korea; In one of the 
most keenly awaited matches, the 
Btazihans were quick to adapt to the 
slnshv giound coiiclitiuiis and marched 
ahead ol ilieir opponents by virtue of a 
2-t) maigm I'liey chose to push the ball 
along the ground, sioiirig .n the 13th 
iiniiiite (It the liisi hall Stopper Jar- 
bas, who has accpiiicd a name for 
iiimsell when it conies io spot kicks, 
sent one across which was somehow 
sent loi .1 coiiiei by the Korean custo¬ 
dian Cabiiiho sc lilt'd from the lesul- 
tani kick Some inept shooting by their 
fill waul depiived the Koreans of the 
C'i|iialisei, and soon after they con¬ 
ceded then second goal, which was 
stoied be Luis Barbosa 

New Zealand is Indonesia: The goal 
less eiicounie* was an absorbing affair 
with the adiantage swinging fiom one 
side to the othei The rival goalkeep¬ 
ers wcie constantly under pressure 
and had to he extremely careful, lest 
the bail slip fiom their grasp Both 
sitle.s tried I heir best, but the ground, 
which was v.Tv heavy and sticky, did 
not help them at all 
Malaysio vs Indonesia; The home 
crowd linally had something to cheer 
ahoiit as then cuuntiv heat Indonesia 
2-0 The loseis played well and control¬ 
led the midtield hut lack of scoring 
powers did nothing to help their cause 
On the other hand, Malaysia fought on 
gamelv and scoied both then goals 
fiom couMter-aiTarks. 

Sao Paulo vs Singapore. With this 
.vuioiy, the Brazilian ou'til assured 
theinselve.s ol a beith in the semi final 
They were fai superloi to Singapore 
and the i 0 \icioiy is not at all a true 
indication uf the tnairh 
Japan vs UAE- lapan were indeed 
lucky to w«lk away with two points 
from then i 2 i ictorv With a little bit 
ol luck, UAL cciuld very well have 
siiatchi'ii a ponii In fact, it was UAE 
who took the lead, but this was .soon 
ncuMcdised fiom a very doubtful 
penaliv kick Then Japan went into 
the lead, hut UAE equalised soon 
ai lei Tins W. 1 S a vintage see saw battle 
whicfi iiltim.iteJy saw Japan going into 
the lead in the closing .stages of the 
match 

India vs Indonesia; India had to enter 
the field without their captaih Shabbir 
All, who had been shown the yellow 


Nothing less than Complari 
the complete planned food 
for my family." 





My hiJ'b inrii' so buiy he often ' My son fusses over his food 
mi nitdls COMPLAN gives COMPLAN makes sute ho gets the 
film ifii nourisfiint nt ht, missi » proteins and other foods he. 

needs to grow 


My mother who h is just hi en iM 
has lost her .ippetre I find 
COMPLAN lb the id« al no irishmont 
during c oi Vdti set n( e 


Only n 

Complan 

is complete with 23 vital foods 
everybody needs. 


I 

I 


Only COMPLAN has scientifically 
planned proportions of 23 vital 
foods the body needs every day 
proteins,caibohydrates,fats. 
Vitamins and minerals It is the 
health drink most recommended 
by doctors 

Available in delicious Chocc'ate, 
Cardamom-Saffron and 
Strawberry flavours—also Plain 


Housewor< 
tires me out and 
l^r I sometime* feel 
f the need for extra 
nourishment 
COMPLAN helps me 
give my best 
tr to my family 


wiTm 


Complah 


-the complete planned food 


INTAS C%1 { 10 


16 




card twice (against Japan and UAE), 
but this brought to the forefront 
another Beng^ player Krishnendu 
Roy, who scored the winning goal on 
his debut for India Both teams started 
caunously, constantly on the lookout 
for openings. Bidesh was a constant 
threat with his speed and he was well 
supported by Compton who moved up 
to help the forwards It was from one 
of these over lapping moves, four mi¬ 
nutes from full time, that India got the 
all important goal It was from Com¬ 
pton’s pass that Krishnendu scored the 
match-winner 

UAE vs New Zealand: The result came 
as a shock when UAE, at the bottom of 
the table, upset New Zealand by a 
solitary goal victory This upset result, 
a maiden victory fur the Arabs, gave 
the other teams fresh hope of qual¬ 
ifying for the semi final 
Iraq vs Thailand* This was a classic 
example of cat-and-mouse as Iraq 
‘ chalked up the largest margin in the 
tournament, a 7-1 win against Thai¬ 
land As the score itself suggests, it 
was a totally one-sided affair 
UAE vs Malaysia: If the home team 
had won this tie they would have had a 
chance of entering the semi-final UAE 
won by a solitary goal and Malaysia 
were thus thrown out of the cham¬ 
pionship The Malaysians tried their 
best but the rugged Arab defence 
withstood all pressure and went in for 
some determined laids The goal came 
thiec minutes heiore the final whistle, 
depriving the home team of the chance 
. of a draw On the other hand, UAE 
finished then matches with a credit¬ 
able viitory 

New Zealand vs Japan: Knowing they 
had to win to keep themselves in the 
tunning for a semi-final berth. New 
Zealand went all out and were success¬ 
ful in beating Japan by a 1 0 margin 
Both teams had their chances and 
ultimately it was in the fitness of 
lliings that the hardworking Nelson 
scored the goal for his side New 
Zealand completed their engagements 
with a hope of making it to the semis 
Iraq vs S. Korea: This crucial match, 
with both teams on the lookout fur a 
berth in the semi-finai, ended the way 
It should have—in a draw Iraq domin 
ated must cf the attack in the first 
half, but luck deserted them and they 
had to change ends trailing by a goal. 
The muddy giound played a part in 
the scoring of this goal. The ball stuck 
in front of the Iraqi goal and before it 
could be cleaned, Byong Joo, the Ko- 
lean right stiiker, shot home Iraq 
came back wiih renewed vigour in the 
second half and ultimately got the 
equaliser through Foi/al Ariz By vir¬ 
tue ol a better goal difference, Iraq 
had a better chance of qualifying than 
the S Koreans, so the draw went in 
I heir favour 

Japan vs Indonesia. The last match for 
both teams, ehded as expected, in a 
victory for Japan But the two goals 
they scored were not without a strug¬ 
gle They had to Sight all the way and 
only ir the latter stages of the sei and 
half did the goals come It was a rough 



match and the brace of goals which 
came within minutes of each other, 
assured Japan of the top plate in 
group A and eliminated Indonesia 
from the championship 
Sao Paulo vs Thailand* I he Sao Paulo 
Selection side ended then league en¬ 
gagements on a very impressive noie, 
having won all then matthes, storing 
12 goals and conceding only two I'hai- 
land were able to withstand the pi ess 
lire in the first half, bin in the second 
there was no .stopping the Bia/ilians 
They scored as many as five goals, 
letting in only one Then skillul play¬ 
ers always had an edge and thev ] 
thoroughly deserved the vitioiy 
India vs Malaysia : India lu-eiled a 
draw in the last match of this gnuip it> 
enter the semi linal, and a thaw thev 
got, thanks maiiilv to Hatpiider .Singh 
who scored both the goals foi his siele 
Un both occasions, India had to fight 
hack from behind The game itself was 
an otdinary' affair, exceiit for the indi¬ 
vidual brilliance oi Flarimdei His first 
goal was a tieat as he beat a c ouple of 
defenders and seined fioni an inipossi 
ble angle with a d»hcate shot Another 
player who posed a lot of problems for 
the Malaysiahs was Mihii Bose with 
his tenacious tackles India thus en 
teted the semi-linal narrowly pipping 
New Zealand on a better goal thffor 
ence 

S Korea vs Thailand Thailand held 
the mighty South Koieaiis to a draw, 
fighting tooth and nail afrei thev had 
shot into the lead in' the first half 
They held on 'o the lead foi some tune 
but ultimately the mote skilful Ko 
reans got the equaliser in the secuod 
halt. 

Iraq vs Singapore After facing some 
initial resistance Iroin lowly placed 
Singapoie, in the last match of the 
group, Iraq came into ilieir t lenient, 
swamping Singapme 4-0 Thev thus 
finisiied second in the group 
Iraq vs japan (semi-final) The well 
built plavei* from Iia(| showed then 
(lass in this (‘ricountet and bv virnit of 
their 2-0 victoiv enteied the final loi 
the thud time in as mans appealaiices 
They plaved with sheer detei imnatioii 
that thev made Japan look like an 


ordinal v side They shot into the lead 
in the eighth minute (liiough All Hus¬ 
sain, who sent the ball home with a 
poweiful gioiindet 'Ihe Japanese 
tiled then level best hut they bad 
hardly anv answeis to the quick- 
moving Iraqis CliadualU Irai) looked 
as though they were ovei-iuiiniiig 
their opponents and thev put the 
finishing louLhes to then leiriiorial 
supiemacy by flanging in llu'ir si'cond 
goiil in the hist minute Aftei his 
colle.igiies had done the spadework, 
I'ui/al A/I/ prnvided the tiiusliing 
touches 

Sao i’aulo vs India (semi-final)* 
Though t)ie Brazilians won by a 2 0 
margin the inaidi was lar fiom being 
an easy alfaii India weie necer ovei 
awed fiy then loiniidable opponenis 
and in laci, in the initial stages ol the 
match. It was the Indians who held 
swav with then diibbling But they 
could not conceit iheir supiemacy into 
goal Then shots were either too weak 
or they weie run positunu'd well 
enough to heat the Bia/ilian custo¬ 
dian But the Bra/.ihaiis broke the 
stiiinglehold and shot into the lead 
through Tvito, who worked his wav up 
liom tile lett and shot in trom .i 
I'eai /eio angle That was in llie clos I 
ing stages of the lust halt and they 
turthei consolidated then position 
when I.uis Bliibosa siiati lied a ball 
I fi'ini I’ldsup Baneiiec, went ilitoiigh 
I and shot home India iiu'cl ir. cam lo 
I conic' hack into the iiialih 1 oi India, 

I Haijuidet shone with his (.risp move 
1 merits and neat diibhles 
' Iniq vs Sao Paulo (final); The two 
I teams had nut in an eailier gioup 
I l(‘ague encounici which the Brazilians 
i liaci evon But It w.is 'usi the other wav 
a'oiind this tune li.iq winning hy a 
solitaiy go.il Atir*r scoring the evc-n 
tudl winnei in the second minute ol 
ihe mail ii, ihiough I elah Hassan, Irn(| | 
hung (into ihi lead with a great deal el 
' dererminatiun 'llie match which was 
: niaiieci bv mugh tackles and )iaved 
I lempeis, saw cliflereiit appioadies 
' trom both tearii* Irati emerged liukv 
{ 111 then thud attempt, winning the 
I i liampionship in its silver lubilee year 

1 A CORRESPONDENT 





Focus 


Bishan Singh Bedi 
wants me out 

HARESH MUNWANI interviewed Yograj Singh 
shortly after his exclusion from the North Zone 
team for the Deodhar Trophy 


CCTJ’\ l-.R'i' sinttlc niftnl)i I ol ilit- 
XZilUii\.iiia tiMMi IS tfd up u IIh ihc 

v\'u\ tlif siltHimn loniiniiu-i' is mii 
iliitriiii^ iis tuisincss rvoiMliiiiii (Ic 
pends nil ilie whims .iiul l.iiiiies nl ilie 
selettois It ihis lieiul nt \ u tiinisai ion 
ot pKivels i.oiitiiiiii-s .1 time will < nriie 
when ilieie is hoiinil to he a duett 
ihish riashpiiinl is nnl \ti\ tai aw<i\ 
In (he not (nil dislaiit liKiile I i<iii 
assure vnu that the hn\s will eel 
• it;elhei .mil do somelhine "> loinhal 
what IS n'linp, on 

"Wt will soon hail no ehnite hut to 
t.ike apinupn.tte steps VVe sh.ill h.iie 
to shtiw luii h.ind and th.ii is thi time 
we shall tir;ht baik We .11 e not thil 
dien, we ale R,ui|i lioitln plaveis 
SuteK we deseiti' to he lieatefl like 
.iihills II these hire and Ilie polities 
(oniiniie. iheie will soon he some 
tiiewoik. ' 

Ihis Was no thieai It was .in out 
pouruit’ lit de'.|>aii and disgust on the 
part ot ^'u^la| Sinp.h Hiindlwl, the 
hiiih 24 vear old llatiana all loiindei 
who was leiiiitlv diop|>ed liom the 
Noi*h /.one team to pla\ in the 
Deodh.ii liophv hieivhodv's hie in¬ 
volve. leit.iiu ii|>s and dovins hut ihe 
lieipieiKi ol these i.iii.itions in the 
Ilie ol this soiiiifi man would make 
aiivoiie’s held swinn lh» iiest ot the 
vs.ne, lot ^oe,la| Siiiph, was un 
doiihtedU his iiuhision m the side ti< 
toiii Aiisliali.i .itid New /,< .il.ind last 
winiei. (ulmmatm^ in his delnii lest 
afrpeaia'Ue iii the Inst Test a^.iinst 
the kiwis tills then is the lime tor the 
liou^li Ills heini; diopped liom the 
Notih /oik team w.is a homhshell th.it 
hit him exiiemelv haul 

Aiioidimt 10 Voiii.ii he vsas told hv 
Ratiiidei ( hadha who ie|ii t seiiti d 
j ilaivaii.i at the zonal committee meet 
in^" that Rishan Singh liedi il’unjahl. 
Wing tomm.iiidei Dtiii.mi iSiiviiesi 
and Mohammed Raul ( lammii ,ind 
Kashniii . had ganged up to shut the 
dooi III ^ogla|'s laie 'l .ilso set ms 
that t'li.idh.i ..nd \ i|.ii Mehi.i wiie in 
aminoiiti at the meitmgin ijiiestion 

Reloits lilt loiiiie man "Does niv 
esilusioii me.Ill (hat S~se .11 old Rhas 
kai t.hivli and l(|hal liavv' moit |>oteii 
lial than I do-* Suielv I am heiter than 
thev aie In ni\ opinion the whole 
thing hulls down to .1 |ieisonalitv 
clash ’’ 

“Bishan Singh Redi wants me oui 


hei.iiisi tie feels that I am Sunil (i.ivas- 
kai's (.aiididaie lie is ot this opiiinm 
htiaiise Siinne basked me all along 
and look me on the tout ol Atisti.ilia 
.Old New Zi aland Bedi is upset he 
laiisi he does not like (Savaskai. hut 
wh should 1 siitU'i hei aiise ol then 
aiiiniosits ■' This all hods down to one 
ihiiie the h.ittle ol the hig tish VMiv is 
It iieiessaiv llien to h.iipoon the small 
ti.li-’ M\ oiiK t.iult IS th.it I have no 
taiilt 

"Rtili leleis to iin as ‘Ciavaskai’s 
ves m.m' Ihe laii is ih.it I went to a 
( hiiNti.tii SI hool anil thev taught me to 
i.ill t'eople 'sn' I admit that I lall 
Sunil 'sti hut lot lli.il matter 1 call 
Vishwanath. Kiimani and Cihavn the 
same This does not mean that I am 



bowing and scraping in fiunt of them I 
lost do it hei aose 1 respect them It is a 
i.niitesv and nothing else 

"II one IS to go bv Bedi’s delinition 
of a ves man, iheie aie seveial ques 
lions iliai need to he .insweied Mailan 
h.il should nevei have plaved loi In- 

111.1 What was the isait lelationship 
lieiweei Redi and Madan LaD Bedi, 

111.1 t'.avaskai. u a tiiilv gieat plavei 
Win then does he in-iist on going 
.iiouniimiid slinging’* Ihel.iiest target 
in ill-, sights IS Siiiiil (iavaskai Bv 
loiKhiiiing himsell in such a fashion, 
Bedi does not lealise that he is tat- 
nisliiiig Ills ow 11 image as one of India's 
gii .lies! somneis It is not til, not is it 

i piopi-i lor a mao who holds the leiord 

I among Indian howleis tor the highest 


number of Test wickets to behave in 
such a tashiori 

"What IS Bedi trvmg to get at"-* Is he 
iniplving that Cavaskat does not 
understand cricket"'* That Sunil would 
select a man against the inteiest of the 
side IS unbelievable" As it to prove 
his point, Yograj emphasised “Do you 
know, Bishan once told me—in an 
obviou.s reference to tnv friendship 
with the people from Bombav and the 
lob I have wtth a Bomhaj lirm~‘You 
are in the wrung hands Resign from 
vour tob in Bombav, otheiwrse things 
could turn out to be diitiiult loi voiT 
Bishan did not exactiv spell it out. but 
the message came thioiigh loud and 
clear ” 

(KiKAJ IS also unsaiistied with the 
I ole played bv selectoi Ravinder 
Chadha “1 am conlideiit that he did 
not press mv case Let’s say it suited 
Ch.idha to see me ihoppi-il When youi 
own man on the selection coiiiniittee 
does not bother to back voiii lase. whv 
bothei to blame others'-*' 

In Iciit, Yogi.i) queues C'h.idha’s 
very painiipalioii in the ineeimg m 
question "Normallv R.inhii Siiigh 
C'haudhaii lepicsents the llaiv.ina 
Cricket Association at seleition meet¬ 
ings W'ho aiithoiised Ch.idha to 
attend'-* In what tapaciiv vvas he at 
that meeliiig'-* The moment 1 knew that 
he and not Ranhii Singh would he 
lepreseiiting llaivaiia. I knew some 
thing vvas up Theieloie, I w-as not 
suipiised when mv name did no* fi 
guie in the learn list I lus was a 
planned lonspitaiv, the motive being 
to keep me out at all costs ” 

“When I asked Ch.idha whv he had 
attended the met ling he leplied that it 
had been deiided that oiilv those pen 
pie who had plaved titst class iiiiktl 
would he inchiiled on selection loiii 
mitices I then pointed mu to him ihat 
Wing Ciimin.indei Dun am had not 
pl.ived lust class iiiiki-i lot that 
niattei, 1 doubt wheihei he h.is evei 
held a ha' in his lite lie is a hoikev 1 
man In that lase what w.is he do, ig ,it 
the selection meeting’ ( li.idha had no 
answei to this Ills silence said a lot of 
things instead” 

'^ogla| and Chadha tell on' in 1177 
Tiacing the lause ol the tilt Vogiai 
said “At that time Chadha w.is eveiv- 
rhing in Harva.ia ciiiket He vv.is the 
captain, the selectoi in shot 1 he ion 
tioiled It all He was the he all and end 
all ot the game in the Srate He liked 
to have people on then knees in Iront 
of him and did all in his p.iweis to 
encouiagc sycophants Aput liom 
him. there were two oihei all loundeis 
in the team—Kapil and I He decided 
to gel me out since m> inilusion would 
only have seived to upset his plans 
Since he was all-powerful, theie was 
no one who could question his ac¬ 
tions “ 

"At this stage he took the law into 
his own hands He began asking me foi 
all sorts ol things, all the time dang 
ling the bait of a place in the State side 
in.fiont of me” W'hen asked to be 
more specific, Yograj leplied “I have a 
petiul pump Chadha asked me to 
supply him with free petrol This was 
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“Next, they l>ron);hl flim.vv rharges 
’against mo. saying that I had stolen 
(able tennis bats and eaten someone's 
sweeimeais Tlien I was asked to 
aiieiid a meeting wheie ihise iiiatteis 
weii> 10 be disciisseil 1 aiiended the 
meeting all light but I stood lot one 
.incl .1 ball lioiiis No one inx iteJ me to 
sii It was a hot alleinoon. but il did 
not OHIO to anv ol ilie people piesont 
al lli.P iiieeliiiL. lo otfei me a glass ol 
waiei As il tins was not hnmib.ilion 
eiioiigb tiles lift ided in llleii wisdom 
lli.ii I ss.is iKti .illiiwed III eiilt't tile 
i liaiuligai h biadiiim oi pi ,u i ise tbeie 
Disgiistid I SI Ml III ms lesig.nalinii 
letlei .Hid ill.II seemed like the end ol 
the ^tois 

' Howeiei. ms sell imposed exili- ell 
ded sslleii Kapil .ippi ii.K bed mt .llld 
lold me to bins (be p.isi .iiul siaii all 
osei ag.iiii Its ibis lime be was ii 
ri.ilioiial pl.isei .lod b.id .1 new' st.ilns I 
Ibiew Ills' snppoii bebind K.ipil and 
soon .iliei. I was sele' led tin ibe tom 
III '\iisli.ihii iiiid New /< al.lild I'bis 
em agi d ibe otini.ils ol ibe ll.nvana 
tiuUel \ssoi laiion as I'les t< Il ibal I 
was being eiuoni.iged In ilu lioiiibav 
people 

' riiev ll.ivi been wailing loi .i 
tb.iiui to I lip n.s Willi's .iiiil wli.ii 
belief l.isliion in tin ibis ili.iii to \ 

I bide nu' liom llie Noiib /one leam'* 
Novs 1 .nil leil lip I base lold Kapil Hill 
lo bnfbi'i .dioni me linl In le.ise me lo 
tiis'l.iti insli .III VVbs iiisoivi ibal pool 

II How III .ill ibis-' ‘ 

N'ogi.il leil. lli.il Ins lioim Si.ite 
M.iiv.iii.i Ine III nil iiiliins poKiili.d 
“ 1)1 lale we b.tsi- ii.iibed tin- semi 
lin.ds ol Mie K.iiip liopbs wlinb no 

III lit 1 side 1 1 on I 1 111’ N’oi lb < s( epi I lei III 
b.is iloili I heie .lie iiiiiie sei s i>ioniis 
ini’ vonnr, pl.iveis lint ibe pils nt il is 
tb.il most III tile ollllM]^ in tile 
li.iis.iii.i C 1 11 1.1 I \ssiii i.iliiin dll nol 
gill (1 d.iiliil . long .IS son b.lse 
peepli bill K.IS Midi I ( b.idb.i III llesli 
I’lem A/. id llieii i. no w.is s'onin'. 

. 111 kelei s .11 e going lo p'ospei ii. ibis 
.Sl.ili 

Xs loi ms ossii Inline I .no mil sine 
wli.it I .im i.onig lo dll I wnnld lailiei 
iiol go to lloiiib.is In (.lost ibis would 
no .in le.is ing. ms .n i d p.ii i ills .iiid tin 

l. nulls bn .nil ss 'Ibe liilnie i ble.ik 
.llld piosnbs no llnpi It llieii .ill 
going lobe ill iht se b.e. .les oin mig.lil 
well ipieslion lln wisdom ol imi 
innnng n. pLis i in ki . “ 

.ig.iniii iiiv pi nil 'pli ■- .mil so I ii rosed 
pnini bl.nik Hi lii si nn ihis ni.iii 
Would mil slop .11 i sploiling .invoiii il 
III li.i.l ill' I ham I 

“I paid .1 still pine loi niv pi nu i 
pies I did mil pf.iv .1 'iMIi II loi two 
se.os Do son know Imw ( liailli.i look 
ills ii'si nge-' I III. 1 1 . IS. a 11.11 v.iii.i K.oi |i 
lio|)bv in.i’c h I l.lsbed ssilb a I iiiveisi 
IS gaim and nridi t I li.idha s mstini 
liiiiis I pl.iseil the innsei .ilv g.nin On 
rns iitnin, I loniid ibal I w.is In mg' 
siivd ssilll a show i < nsi iiotui tie 

m. iiiilni)' to know sslis I b.nl pl.e i-d ibe 
'vaisitv III. Hill wiibont inloi iiiiiig ibe 
HaiViin.i ( iiikel Assm laiion Ibal e 
lilt soil III m.in he is 




Sportsworid Special 


I Deodhar continues 
1o be a farce 
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HARESH MUNWANI 

OK Mifiu’ tcascjn <ii ihf (ithct thi* i 
OfDilhiii Itiiphv tiiiki-i t«»uinj ' 
mom li.is iilua\s Noon a tai<o llii'. j 

VOclI W,.1N IHI OMfptiOtl Itl viow (il iho 
ihroo (t.iv iiitotiMtiDiials wim ti vvo { 
ll.jvo Id [ilav af^illiist Koilh Mflthot s | 
I'.n^Ii'tluno)., DUO ha-. IduikI it (hthciili j 
ID a|>pit<tci!o iho aitiial foasoiis a^ to i 
wliv this loiiiiiainonf is iim t.ikon I 
soriDuslv I'ltlioi hv till- R-jaid oi the , 
pla\ois 

'Iho hill .iiul irv that losiiJfoil aftor 
(■avask.ii had .iniioiiiu oil tliat (Jhavn, ! 
Patil Shastri and hiniM-ii would not I 
paituipato III the Doodhar 'loiiiiia 
mont rills voar ptcividod tho onlv roal, 
althi'uit'h lu oativo, piiblKitv for tlio 
i‘vour Kxiopi lor this, thi- Doodhar 
liophy would hdvo kdui- luiiiotKod a.s 
11 has hoon loi iho last eiKlit voais 
Tho iioublo started hiowinK fiom 


the monionr ilio diaw was made | 
Anoidint' to the draw South Zone and ! 
West Zone woie olateJ m tho same 
Uroiip Thoif IS iiDthiiii' wronf? in this 
oxiept that last voiii .South and West 
weio the winruMs and iunnets-up re- 
spei t ivi 1_, 

It do< s not roquiio much knowledge 
to understand that as pet the rules 
ihev should have been placed in sepa¬ 
rate gioups This erior, whereby South 
and West would have clashed in the 
SI nil linals, was brought to the notue 
ol the Boaid, the contiollirig budv of 
the game, at least two weeks before 
the ommencemont of the Deodhar 
'riophy anil yet the Board did not 
lectify the error Was it due to com 
placeiicv or helplessness’ I’ei haps the 
Boaid can best answer this 

Who IS responsible foi this slip? 



S.M/1-t'i..i (i.l- 'I " nil,II .’.I,),.. 1,1 1 lui/i (1.1 nnj ,,i,i,, in iht< nitihh aa.ii.isl F.i'l ..'one 



i'oily umrigar, a member ot the prog- 
iummes and fixtures committee, said 
“Oui job IS to deteimine the dates and 
vemitis of the matches The only other 
thing we deride is, for example, last 
year's winners will play team A and 
the lunncrs up will play team B It is 
the duty of the Board Secretary to fill 
in the names of the teams in the 
draw ” 

Board Secretary, A W Kanmadikar 
revealed, “1 really do not know how 
this happened I have called for last 
year’s records II was only when the 
Press wiote about it that 1 became 
aware of the error Their particular 
details were not with me at the time ol 
the draw' ” 

This year the Deodhar tournament 
was pruned to 'iO overs a side as 
compared to 60 overs last year This 
required the fielding side to bowl 50 
overs at a stretch, which worked out 
on an average to three and a half 
horns' play Next there w,is an ad- 
louriiment tor lunch after which the 
other side tielded And with tempera¬ 
tures in the region ot degrees 
Celsius, il was cruel and heartless to 
expect the players to carry on for 50 
overs withour anv bieak other than the 
one for drinks 

It w.is III this context that one senior 
trickeier heaved a sigh of lelief and 
said. “It was just as well that no one 
collapsed because the Puniab Cricket 

eai 


I 


I 




Association had not made any provi¬ 
sion for a stretcher ” 

As a result, if pood performances 
were nut iorthcominp in Chandigarh 
iwhcre the Deodhai Tiophy was being 
conducted, the leasons lay in other 
diicitions apart from the unsuitability 
of Indian cricketer s at this kind of a 
game The powers that be may perhaps 
like to consider the alteinative of 
night games 

Coming to the tournament itself, 


South Zone retained the Deodhar Tro- 
phv when they beat Cential Zone by 
in tuns The laige margin in the 
result of a game of this nature perhaps 
best imiphasises the difference in the 
two sides With seven Test playeis 
among then ranks. South Zone were 
never hard pressed by Cential Zone 
who did not have a single Test player 
in their side Moreover, with the pre 
seme of Btijesh Patel and Kirraani, 
both highly successful and expert 


ented in hmited-overs cricket, the fin¬ 
al result was not contrary to expecta¬ 
tion, hence not surprising 

Santeeva Rao, the Central Zone cap¬ 
tain won the loss and put the South 
Zone trio bat fust He reckoned, “The 
wicket was soft and had a few wet 
spots on It If my bowlers exploit it and 
capture two oi thiee early wickets. 
South could come iindc'r pressure. 
With this end in view, I opted to field 1 
realised that South Zone was a yery 
strong side and that it was not possible 
to bow] them out in the stipulated 
oyers So my stiategy was to contain 
them and, if we got a few wickets in 
the lirst hour, while the wicket had 
some life in it, we would have had an 
outside chance of making a match of . 
It ” 

UiifoiInnately the t eiilral Zone ' 
bowleis, K.iieshwat Vats, Am! Mathiir 
and Aslam Aii, weie not able to main¬ 
tain much coiiliol ovei line and length 
and as a lesiilt th' South openers, 
,Shivaiamakri<'hnaii .iiicl Siikkanth, 
took the imtiaiive 'Ihe* ioimer in par 
ticulai was middling the ball (tom the 
woid go and seemed to revel in such a 
situation 

In seven oveis the score bacame 34, 
and though the ball was occasionallv 
slopping due to the wet patches there 
was no cause lot woriy The left- 
handed Shtvaiamakrishnan was on the 
lookout foi runs all the time and Vais j 
beat him twice with deliveries outside \ 
the off stump J 

Mc'anwhilc Srikka'ith was showing f 
his penchant for runs in the legioii of i 
deep square leg. And with the Central » 
bowlers in an obliging mood, Snk- I 
kanth was receiving his fair share of .S 
shoit balls outside the leg-stump * 
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j W I'h liir .Siiiilti sifiii' >1! M, 

I spiiiiin I >■ !Mi ')*■•>'Hill Wii‘, ii)\ Ill'll lr> 

' Imv • W >:■ li'iCi till tiiii'.iiii'ii ill lull 
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' Sril-!■ iiir.I . *' ■ 'iiiri’ii ni’! .. 

I ill'll'. • I ll.khillll’ S 1 “ . .I'l.i 'ii: 1 '. 

^ ()fi ill ii' fi 11’■ 

I liMi'.i’i li’t’I S’lii.11 .iiii.iki I .III’ir 
’ a^kt'd fill siiiiii' w.iK'i llif iijisnidii 
; till'd III sniai k tlie iii \l b.ili Inini 
I (’.I'p.i! Shai ni.i in niid imi kr't l.ut uiiliii 
; tU!i.iU'l\ (ill hint till' li.dl did mil risf as 
; muih as 111 ’ fviii'iii’il and was bowit'd 
till 'vt HI .1 iDial 1)1 I(W Visliwaiiafli 
IDiiit'd Srmnas.in .it lliis 'taiif 
(.i)|jiil Sliarma ilivw Visliv imt but 
Vfil R.i| l.idtd III iDllf’tt till' ball on 
• thi li’c sidr and viasli'il a siiinipiiiK 
; ihaiiti' But Visliwatiatli did iiul si.iv 
! loiiK Afli'i lust I i)tlil runs liu spriDiifd 
' a ri'tiirn lalih lo llaiis Tlif ball ai rtial- 
I Iv piippt'd up idtet beiriK di'llecti’d 
{ iiiiin thi’ b.it im tu the spciial pads 
I tiiosi iriikfti'is ail’ Wfaiiim tlifsi- 
I days 

1 .Said Vishy, “That is ibv dis.idv.in- 
j lapi' fit wi'ai'.’ii; ihi'sn pads Ihi' ball 
; dill" .akt'iill alti’i hittinit ibi’iii 1 liavf 
! KOt out thi lie due to these pads But 1 
I am not Kuint; to stop wi'.iiiiig them as 
I they are light and iiimfoitable Be 
! Sides, they aie short and when you 
j take into .IIIHunt iny height, normal 
1 pads I an be luiiibersome ” 

The 21)0 ot the innings taiiie in the 
I 4ltd over .And with llaiis lonipleting 
1 his allotted lOoveisfoi the impressive 



ligute.s of 2 foi 2"). t’entral weie in for 
a leather hunt With Biip’sh I'atel and 
Hogei Rtnriv at the irease the siore 
niounti'd at brisk rate Patel had one 
SIX and live tours Excein foi one 
boundaiv less Binny mati hed Briiesh 
stioke fill stroke In the I’lul, Patel was 
unheaten with '>4 while Biniiv ile 
parted aftei lontiibuting <7 
C’elitial s leply to .South /one's 2l>0 
rose and sank with then opening huts- 
man and captain Sanieeva Kao 
Thanks to his lonsistencv in the eai 

*^^ll S/M ,fr 1 /I'-'f's 
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her games against East and Noith 
when he got 104 and 78, Central made 
the final 

With Sanieeva gone in ihe seiond 
oiei and the loss 'il two mine wiikets 
bv the lime the siore had baiely 
real hed 14, Cential were up against it 
But V’jsliwanalh, the South skippet, 
well .iwaie ot ihe vagaries ol this 
game, kept iliings uiidei loiittol 

1 hough Sunil Chatuivedi and Ved 



Raj tried to save Central tiom being 
bowled out in SO oveis. South were 
very muih home Vishwanath lelaxed 
his hold in the closing stage.s oiilv by 
coming on to how) his slower stutf The 
iiowd thirsling for thrills became 
saiislii'd when Vishy laptiiied loui 
wickets HI itiree overs With three 
victims Mii'ilimbing ro the guile of 
Vishv’s last over, Ceniial came crumb 
ling down for 147 

hailiii South tinunced West /one 
Auiishuman (iaekwad won the >oss 
and dc'ciued to bai Vishwanaih con- 
ti’.sell that he would have done thi 
same thing had he v.'on the loss .\'iy 
visions that West might have eiiter- 
laiiieil III laving the fonndaiioii toi a 
le.isonabli' taiget soon ev.ipoiated In 
|i. .t the lifth ball of the match Biniiv 
moved one sharpK in to tiap (iaekwad 
leg beloii' (ihiilam Paikar tell at .10 
and Dihp Veiigsjrkai was joined by 
.Sandeep Paul 

Sandeep lived up to his leputation 
Emm the moment he an ived ai the 
wicket he attaiked in style All bowl 
ing came alike to him It appealed as it 
weie he was pi acusing at Shtvaji Park 
CiVtnkhana A thumping drive down 
the wuket. hoisting a Sainath delivery 
over mid wicket and an extra cover 
duve—all we’e executed in character 
istic fashion Paul picked up the ball 
verv early and seemed to have ample 
time to decide where to place it When 
Paul fell in the 16th over the West 
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IrtJ 4<(y liji'itiiff cll rf hall Suniidf'i Kh,ini^t ot 
total reached a very healthv 80 

Aftei PatiJ's display of consummate 
ease Vengsarkar and Yaiurvendia 
Singh seemed to be making heavy 
weather ot it Both tell to some clever 
bowling by Shivlal Yadav m identical 
fashion. By capturing the wicket of 
Cunjal, the llyderabad off spinner 
nt'iitialised the advantage West had 
.seemed through Sandeep In Ins own 
wav Vadav proved that a spinnei <an 
be effective in one day cricket. 

Ram tame down in the 32nd over 
.ind It was decided that each side 
would bat 34 overs ro compensate lor 
the time U.st due to rain On lesump 
lion Kaju Bhalekar and Ravi Shastii 
showed a betiei understanding ot tlu 
nuances of a limiied-oveis game than 
the earlier batsmen and gave the West 
batting good momentum But the West 
wert; unable ro la.st out the overs and 
herein lies another lesson for them 

Chasing a total of 171, Srikkanth 
was ciicumspect Chavri was off the 
target while Balwmdcr Sandhu con¬ 
centrated on moving the ball, thereby 
comprising in line and length 

But rhe turning point of the game 
ociuried when Vishwanath mishit a 
ball fiuni Sandeep Fatil only to lob a 
simple catch to square-leg Rav 4 Shas-1 
tri was undei it when inexplicably' 
Zulfiqai Parkar chaiged from his po,si- 
tion a.s wicket keeper .shouting “Mine, 
mine” The catch was not held It was 
bad cricket At this stage Vishwanath 
was on five liad Vishwanath’s catch 
been held South would have been 61 
for 4, and the game could have swung 
at that stage 

Under the circumstances Shastri 
and Patil weie nut giving too much 
away Shastn in particular was very 
dangerous. Bnjesh Patel chanced his 
arm against the Young India captain 
only to give a catch to Gaekwad. 

With Binny and Narasimha Kao full¬ 
ing in the same over, Shastn had just 
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one inoie ol his cilhqted oveis to go 
Kiimani .iiid .Srikkanth ensured that 
no fmlher damage oicuiied In lait 
alter the Tamil Nadu opeiiei made liis 
exit ihi- situjiioii leqmied all the 
experience of Kiimani and Yadav to 
>ee ,'south through 
As tor the matih heivseen (>iitt,il 
.ind Noilh, Ch.iiilian was liaving ptob 
lenis with hi' tuning in the fust matih 
of the si .I'-oii Smindc'i Khanna with 
his improvised .tvle ol batting proved 
ibat oiie-dav (luket is his cu|) ol lea 
Me w.is iiinoul while attempting a 
! second lun I'lu iriuial iinie that he 
I wasted hv w-iiiiiig at the bowlers etui 
I aitei I (impieiitig the Inst run sound 
his di-ath kill'll 

The middle III del bat-men Mohin- 
dei Airiarriarh, Yashpal Shainia and 
Kirti A/ad wete not able to bleak tree 
They weie heav\ looted and lot 
reasons best known to them weie over 
cautious 'Ihe I'entral /one bowling 
and fielding seemed to deiive inspira 
tion I rum the lespetl Clietan, Mohin 
der, Kirti and \’ashpal were display¬ 
ing. l.xcepr jH'rhaps for Chetan the 
other rhiee .ire known to he lug hit 
ters Runs were at a piernium .Old as a 
consequente after as many as 38 ovoi s. 
North’s aggiegate real ht*d a miserable 
122 

It was at this stage that Kapil Dev 
walked in and what followed next wms 
an innings of sheer power I do not 
think the lixal fans of Chandigaih 
would have evei forgiven Kapil had he 
failed heie Moreover his batting also 
helped raise the spiiits of his own 
team mates Aided by Ashok Malhot 
ra, who made 22, Kapil was averaging 
•line runs an ovei His huiruane in 
nings of .‘>7 came in a mere .35 deliver¬ 
ies and included three sixes and thiee 
fours. 

Entirely due to a captain’s knock. 
North finished the 50 overs with the 
score reading 227 for 7 It was a safe 
total keeping in view North's vaiied 




bowling strength and Centrfil’s brittle 
hairing 

Saiijeeva Kao, like liis coiinterpatt, 
held the innings lugethr'i Neither 
Kapil, Moiiiiidei Madanlal, nor 
Rakc'sh seemed to liouble him Hies 
sed with a comp,KI deteiue and neat 
strokes, ,Saii|eeva was tlw mils plavei 
in the louinament to enh.inie his 
iharices of playing in the highei 
glades of tricket 

With live ot tht II balstnen hark in 
the-pavilion foi fir. ( eiilral’s i haiires 
ol making it were remoti' Alier all 
ihev had no Kapil to boosi thr'ii 
mot alt But sensing iImi lain was 
imminent, S,in|eev.i '.upped uj) the 
I iin rale Under Ihe i iiles li rain cause', 
stoppage' ol pla\ while I lit' sei oiid side 
IS baiting, the iiumhei I'l iiins scored 
in thi' completed oveis would decide 
the issue Rao’s task was m.icic* easy by 
the knowic'dge that North had aver 
aged a jialtry thii'e iiitis an over at the 
(<11 responding stage- 

The lain gods smiled ,it C'enitai and 
It stalled dri/zhng in the course ol the 
14lh over. A strong sandstoirn blew 
.•cross the groontl Uuile .i tew sha 
inianas collap.scd uiidei 'lit- fury ol ihe 
wind I'lav was abaiid med with .35 
minute's still lell When '.tote books 
weie Lompatc'd ('ential IniJ reached 
134 in 38 oveis as compared to 122 bv 
North It was an unforiunate twist of 
luck tor North 

Sanjeeva Rao stored the only ten 
tury of the touinameiit against Fast 
/one ('ential scored 188 for 4 wickets 
ofl 48 overs and in leply the Fast /one 
mtide 184 for 4 (Central who at one 
stage wete 2 wickets down for 1 and 
Idler three down loi 30 have a lot to 
thank Sanieeva for his brillianf bat 
ting 

It was an abject commentary on the 
tournament that the affable Gundappa 
Vishwanath was the most .succes.sful 
bowler among the live Zones Poetic 
lustice indeed 
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Portrait of a reboi 

A CORRESPONDENT profiles Sarfraz Nawaz, 
the stormy petrel of Pakistani cricket, who 
will be touring Australia with the Pakistani team 
this winter 


T HERR die mdny memories of the 
ebullieiii Sdrfrar Nawaz, the Pakis¬ 
tani fast Ixiwler who has been the 
cause of more tontioversies than Test 
dismissals Memories of Sarfraz the 
destioyei. wietkint; Australia even as 
they weie poised on the brink ol 
victoiv That was Melbourne, Match 
15, P)7‘* a dale that will nevci be 
foiBotteri by those who watched his 
perfoimatite 

When Pakistan look the new ball at 
the star (it the final day, local suppor¬ 
ters tensideied the completion of ihe 
Test nithiiig mote than a mere formal¬ 
ity Most pieleired to stay at home and 
watch the finish on lelevi.sion A tew 
made It to the itiound, looking forward 
to wan hing the touiists eat an humble 
pie "he Pakistani team must have 
hoped foi a miiacle, but as Javed 
Miandad was to admit latei in India, 
he was praying for something spec¬ 
tacular 

Voung Miandad's prayers were 
jnsweiecl Sarfraz cut down his run 
Hid bowled seam up against the Au 
,sies, wli(< requited only 99 runs to win 
with seven wickets in hand The mas¬ 
sive fast bowlei ripped through then 
innings, laptuiing an incredible seven 
wickets for only one run Pakistan won 
by 71 rims and Sartiaz was a fairytale 
heio. a knight in shining armour 

Saitraz Nawaz was born in Lahore 
on December 1, 1948 and though he is 
now just ovet .12, he is still not past his 
peak, accoidiiig to ciitics who have 
monitored his performances over the 
last lew veais His eaily cricket was 
plaved m the city of his birth and he 
was often to be seen cycling to prac 
tice sessions at his club ground, 
-seemingly oblivious of the fierce heat 
He was always tall for his age, but 
theie was one constant source of 
embairassment Though he towered 
above other youngsters of his age and 
was much more sturdy than most of 
them, he had a very shrill voice This 
was to torment him in years to come, 
turning him iiiru something of an intro¬ 
vert 

If there was one place where he was 
always in his element, it was a cricket 
pitch On the quick, grassv Lahore 
wickets, the voung Sarfraz soon began 
to make somewhat ot a name for 
him.self, taking wickets with the 


aplomb of a xeteiaii He made his 
debut m fiist-class ciuket in 1967-()H, 
when he was 19 and though he was 
reasonablv sutcesslul, theie was still 
no piemoniiion that this bov would 
one day play lest ciicket for his coun- 
tiy Howevei, just one veai alter his 
first class dehut, he got the break that 
most crickeieis only dreamecl ot. 

The MCC tour of South Afiica in 
1968-69 had to be cancelled because ot 
the Basil D’Oliviera atiair and the 
Pakistani Board of Control were quick 
to seize the opportunity and invite the 
Englishmen over foi a home series 
There was trouble at home, but the 
Board believed that a cricket series 
would help cure the problems. The 
tour was on, but there would be trou¬ 
ble, plenty ot it, befoie the tour ended 
Each of the thiee Test matches, at 
Lahore, Dacca and Karachi, was dis¬ 
rupted by hooliganism and a great 
deal of playing time was lost 

Sarfraz, howevei, impressed the 
selectors with his performances at the 
nets and in one of the games against 
the English side More important, 
perhaps, he had been noticed by one 
member of the touring English party, 
Roger Prideaux The latter was cap¬ 
tain of Northamptonshire County at 
the time and, impressed as he was by 
the youngstei's abilities, he offered 
him a contract which Sarfraz readily 
accepted He flew to England m the 
summer of 1969 to make his County 
debut, although he had to qualify foi 
the County side by residence This, of 
course, meant that he was not avail¬ 
able for the home senes against New 
Ze&land in 1969-70 However, he was 
included m the Pakistan side for the 
1971 toui III England under intikhab 
A lam 

This was when the unpredictable 
side of his nature manifested itself. He 
plaved the first tew games for his 
country and then decided to cry oil on 
medical giounds Along with his “ill¬ 
ness" there was the question of his not 
seeing eve to eye with ceitain other 
membc'is of the side Such events 
would be lepeated with alarming fre 
quenev during Sarfraz's internaiional 
career 

Two years laiei, in 197.1. he bowled 
brilliantly in the thud Test against 
Austialia at Svdnev in Janiiarv 1971 
and came close to bowling Ins country 


to a marvellous victory. Revelling in 
the condition.^ prevailing at the Syd¬ 
ney Cricket Giound, he took eight 
wickets in the match, leaving his coun¬ 
try with only 159 runs to win Howev¬ 
er, Sarfraz had to look on in fru.stia- 
(lon as his side's batsmen made a hash 
of the proceedings, being touted for a 
meagie 106 in the final innings 

On the tout ot New Zealand and in 
the home senes against England, he 
struggled to find his form In two Tests 
against the touring Englishmen, he 
managed only a solttars wicket, 
although his batting improved and he 
developed into a brilliant fielder in 
the S'uicidal region of sills point 

Meanwhile, his summers were spent 
with Norihants, although he was not 
re-engaged for the 1972 season He 
made valiant efforts to gam recogni 
tion again while playing protessional 
cricket in the Lancashire I-eagiie Sure 
enough, the yeai 1974 brought him a 
levival of fortunes and not only did he 
win hack his Nurthants contract, he 
was also one of the mi st successful 
members ot the- side thai visited Eng¬ 
land the same summer In the first 

'lest at Leeds he hammeic.l '>,? while 
batliiig at numbei 10 and then took 
seven wiikeis as P.ikistaii had P’.ng- 
laiid on the i uii 

His foim stayed with him during the 
serie.s against the West Indies m the 
same yeai and he leturned impressive 
tiguies of SIX toi 89 on a i am altecied 
l.ahote wicket Again, during the inau- 
guial Prudential World Cup limited 
oveis (hampiunship in t'-ngland ip 
1975, he bowled with fiie, tetiirning 
ligures of foul lor 44 against the West 
Indies It IS .1 measure of his perform¬ 
ance that he won the Man of the Match 
award even though Pakistan lost the 
match 

Sarfidz was elevated to the position 
of vice captain of the Pakistan team, 
deputy to Wasim Ban, since five key 
playeis were away playing World 
Series Cricket fot Kerry Packer 
However, even this period of his life 
was filled with tension and dissatislac- 
tion us he complained that Ban never 
bothered to consult him with regard to 
major team decisions .Soon aftei, he 
wa.s stripped of the mantle of vice 
captain, which wa.s entrusted instead 
to dashing all roundel Wasim Raja 

There was mure tiouble in store He 
was involved m the now-famous 
“handled the ball” dismts.sal involving 
Australian opening barstnan Andrew 
Hilditch One of the fielders had 
thrown the ball towards the non- 
striker's end and hilditch picked up 
the ball as it tolled in slowly, throwing | 
It back to Sarfraz The latter appealed 
and the umpire ruled Hilditch out The 
international Press crucified Saifraz ' 
for his action 

That then, was the leliel Uiiottho- 
dox throughout his caieer, scornful of 
duihoiity, supiemely confident of his 
own abilities .And his middle name is 
“Trouble” 
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TEST CAREER AVERAGES OF ENGLAND PLAYERS TOURING INDIA 1981.82 
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jw Alon 
ancashiret 

1 

2 

1 

66 

62‘ 

V Aus Manchester. 

Aug 81 

V Aus Manchester. 
Aug 81 

66 00 

— 

1 

— 

F Boycott 
orkshirei 

104 

186 

22 

7802 

246" 

V Ind Leeds. 

June 1967 

V Aus Trent Bridge 
June '64 

47 86 

21 

40 

31 

1 Gower 
jicestershirei 

j1 

53 

4 

2042 

200- 

V Ind Edgbaston, 

Jly 79 

V Pak Edgbaston. 
June 78 

41 67 

4 

8 

15 

At R Fletcher 
ssexi Capt 

S2 

85 

11 

2975 

216 

V N2, Auckland 

Feb 75 

V Aus Leeds 

Jly 68 

40 20 

7 

16 

46 

A Gooch 

SSOXJ 

S') 

63 

3 

2000 

153 

V Wl, Kingston 

Apr 81 

V Aus Edgbaston. 

Jly 75 

33 33 

3 

11 

31 

T Bolhdm 
smprbott 

41 

64 

3 

1977 
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V Aub Leeds ,lly 81 

V Aus Trent Bridge. 
Jly Aug 77 

32 40 

8 

6 

55 

J 1 avare 
snii 

4 

8 

“ 
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/■) 

V Aub Manchester 

Aug 81 

vWI Trent Bridge. 
June BO 

30 50 


2 

3 

W Gallinrj 
iddlesex) 

14 

26 

1 

618 

59 

V Aus Lords July 81 

V Pak Karachi 

Jan 78 

24 72 

• 

6 

14 

R Dillev 
ent) 

1? 

20 

7 

243 

56 

V Aus Leeds, 

Jly 01 

V Aus Perth, 

Dec 79 

18 69 

— 

1 

3 

i/V Taylor 

Brbvshire) 

29 

39 

3 

643 

9/ 

V Aus Adelaide 

Jan Feb 79 

V NZ Christchurch 
Feb Mar 71 

1786 

— 

2 

92'6 

I Emhurev 
idclle&exi 

18 

28 

6 

322 

42 

V Aus Adelaide 

Jan Feb 79 

V NZ, Lords 

Aug 78 

14 63 

- 

— 

13 

t Lever 

18 

27 

4 

303 

53 
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KEITH FLETCHER, cap¬ 
tain (Essex) 

Born Worcester 20.S.44. 
Right-hand middle order 
harsman, An extremely 
good player of spin bowling. 
Hit a superb 97 not out at 
Chepauk in a motley Eng¬ 
land total in 1972-73. Has 
played 52 Tests, scoring 
2.975 runs at an average of 
40.20. His last appearance 
for England was the Centen¬ 
ary Test in Melbourne in 
1977. He is also an occasion¬ 
al leg break bowler 

BOB WILLIS, vice-captain 
(Warwickshire) 

Bom Sunderland 30 5 49. 
Right-arm fast bowler. 
Mainly swings the ball into 
the batsmen, but also has 
the ability to move it the 
other way off the seam Re¬ 
cently marked a great com¬ 
eback by taking 8 foi 43 in 
the third Test against Au¬ 
stralia, which represents a 
career-best performance. In 
63 Tests has captured 227 
wickets at an average of 
25 14. Made his first class 
debut for Surrey, but 
switched to Warwickshire 
within three years in 1972, 
which County he now cap 
tains 

PAUL ALLOTT (Lan¬ 
cashire ) 

Born Altrincham 
I (Cheshire) 14 9 56 Six feet 
four inches tall, bespecta- 
I cled, this right arm medium 
I fast bowler shot into prom- 
I inence this season with a 
I substantial haul of wick- 
I ets—which paved the way 
foi a Test debut at Old Traf- 
ford. He took four wickets 
in the match, and scored an 
unbeaten 50, which, though 
he was rested for the final 
Test, ensured his place in 
the touring party Can move 
the ball both ways in the air 

IAN BOTHAM (Somerset) 

Born Heswell, Cheshire, 
24 11 55. Needs no introduc¬ 
tion—the all-rounder of the 
decade In 41 Tests, has 
scored 1,977 runs at an aver¬ 
age of 32 40, and has taken 
202 wickets at 21 20 apiece 
The team cleaily, revolves 
around him One of the har¬ 
dest hitters in the game. 

GEOFF BOYCOTT (York¬ 
shire) 

Born Fitzwilliam 21 10 40 
Made his first Test appear¬ 
ance as early as 1964, and 
has featured in 104 Tests 
since, notching up 7,802 
runs—which is second only 
to Gary Sobers’ record tal¬ 
ly—a^n average of 47.86 



Soliditv TOrsonified, he is 
the ideal opener. A bit 
stronger on the off-side than 
the on-side 

GEOFF COOK (North¬ 
amptonshire) 

Born Middlesborough 
9 10 51. Captain of his Coun- 

g ' as well as the skipper of 
astern Province in the Cur¬ 
rie Cup. A right-handed 
opener, with a very straight 
approach to the game Quite 
strong off the legs. Uncap¬ 
ped but has scored more 
than 10,000 runs in first 
class cricket 

GRAHAM DILLEY (Kent) 
Born Dartford 18.5.59 
Right-arm fast bowler, who 
faded away strangely this 
summer But, obviously, he 
has been recognised for his 
past efforts, which amount 
to 38 wickets in 12 Tests for 
an average of 27.65 A man 
with a slightly lerky action 
which he has attempted to 
smoothen out in the last two 
years. A more than useful 
left-handed tailender 

JOHN EMBUREY (Mid¬ 
dlesex) 

Born Peckham 20 8 52 An 
offspinner who uses the 
crease intelligently and 
leaps the benefit ot his 
height with a high action 
Thus far, he has played 18 
Tests, taking 44 wickets at 
31 50 This IS not exception¬ 
al, but he does pos.sess a 
rather deceptive legcutter 
and IS, moreover, a decent 
lower order batsman. 

MIKE GATTING (Mid 
dlesex) 

Born Kingsbury, 6 6 57 A 
right-hand middle order 
batsman, who cuts and 
hooks quite fearle.ssly A 
good fielder both close-in 
and in the outfield Has 
I scored 618 runs in Test 
I cricket in 14 Tests at an 
average of 24 72 Under 
utilised as a medium pacer 
in Tests 


GRAHAM GOOCH (Essex) 
Born Leytonstone 23 7 53 
Right-hand batsman, strong¬ 
ly built, plays without much 
of a follow through. Started 
his career as a middle order 
batsman, but now opens the 
innings. Established a very 
successful partnership with 
Geoff Boycott till running 
into a bad patch this sum¬ 
mer In 35 Tests has 
accumulated 2,000 runs at 
an average of 33.33. A 
reasonably good change 
bowler at medium pace 


DAVID GOWER (l,eicester- 
shire) 

Born Tunbridge Wells 
1.4 57 A fluent left-handed 
batsman and a magnificent 
fielder in the covers. Plays 
his shuts with a minimum of 
footwork, which has got him 
into trouble, despite his ta¬ 
lents Has compiled 2,040 
runs in 31 Tests at an avet- 
age of 41 67 Can be ex¬ 
pected to adopt a more orga¬ 
nised defence in India Hit 
up 200 against India in 1979 
at Edgbaston 

JOHN LEVER (Essex) 

Born Stepney 24 2 49 
la^ft-arm fast medium, and 
an agile fieldsman Has 60 
wickets to his name in 18 
Tests at 26.35 apiece Nor¬ 
mally at his best when con¬ 
ditions favour movement in 
the air Bats right-handed 


CHRIS TAVARE (Kent) 
Born Orpington 27 10 54 
A product of Oxford Uni¬ 
versity A right-band middle 
order batsman, who, at 
least, during the latter part 


ot the series with Australia, 
solved England’s long stand¬ 
ing "number three’’ prob¬ 
lem. He lacks the strokes of 
an ideal first down batsman. 
In four lests, has scored 244 
runs A very good slip 
fielder 

BOB TAYLOR (Derbyshire) 
Born Stoke 17 7 41 A 
great wicketkeeper, very 
efficient, but not acrobatic 
His success stems from his 
tremendous sense ot anti¬ 
cipation Equalled Test re¬ 
cord for an innings and a 
match 111 the Jubilee Test in 
Bombay with 7 and 10 vic¬ 
tims respectively Also 
scoted a half century m 
partnership with Ian 
Botham in that match Has 
to his credit 92 catches and 
6 stumpings in Test His 
luns in 29 appearances 
amount to O'! 3 at an average 
of 17 86 


mei, but with almost 80 
vvickets tut Kent in the 
championship, has fought 
his way back 
The team will be managed 
by Raman Subba Row. with 
Bernard Thomas acting as 
physiotherapist and assis¬ 
tant manager 


JACK RICHARDS (Siirieyi 
Born Penzance 10 8 58 
Widely regarded as the best 
young wicketkeeper in Eng 
land This will be his first 
overseas tour He made his 
debut for Surrey in 1976, 
and won his cap two years 
later Not quite recognised 
for his batting 


DEREK UNDERWOOD 
(Kent I 

Bom Bromley 8 6.45 One 
of the outstanding left-arm 
spinners of his time, having 
taken 27') wickets in 79 Test 
matches at 25 59 apiece Not 
in the reckoning this sum- 




1 News: National 


NORTH INDIA SOCCER 

Punjab Police, the 
new force 

W ATCH out for the Punjab Police j Haryana, Ser, 
football team this year They pated in this 


vv football team this year They 
have emerged the most formidable 
football side from North India, annex¬ 
ing every tournament they have par¬ 
ticipated in and also consistently over¬ 
coming their more illustrious rivals 
from Punjab, the redoubtable Bolder 
Security Force and JCT Mills, Phag- 
wara During the last month Punjab 
Police achieved a “hat-trick of 
triumphs” in the regional football 
tournaments played in their home 
State 

Exponents of the long ball, first time 
cl''jrances and hard tackles, Punjab 
Police have successfully blended their 
speedy and forthright game witb^ ex¬ 
cellent combination and understand¬ 
ing to demolish with ease all oppo¬ 
nents (inclusive of Rajasthan Police, 
NEI Jaipur, BSF and JCTj and become 
the match-winning outfit of the North 

Punjab Police staited their winning 
spree at the inaugural All-lndia Pun 
jab National Bank Football Tourna¬ 
ment held at Jullundur. Sixteen club 
teams from all over North India, in¬ 
cluding Delhi, Rajasthan, H P , 


Haryana, Services and Punjab, partici¬ 
pated in this well-attended Jullundur 
tournament The major shock of the 
tournament was the defeat of fancied 
JCT Mills by a two-goal margin, in the 
semi-final at the hands of a compara¬ 
tively unknown Haryana Police team. 
In the othei semi-final, Punjab Police, 
though nailing bv an early goal, reco¬ 
vered to assert their superiority over 
BSF and entered the final, winning the 
match 2-1. The Punjab Police outclas¬ 
sed their counterparts from Haryana 
S-0 in a one-.sided final 
The all-conquering Punjab Police 
then annexed the coveted 8th Nehru 
Memorial Football Tournament, at the 
Government College Giounds, 
Hoshiarpur Playing fast soccei and 
dominating proceedings in every en¬ 
counter, Punjab Police were a cut 
above all the other 18 participating 
teams and comfortably beat JCT 2-1 in 
the final. Next came the Punjab Foot¬ 
ball Championships at Bhatinda, with 
nine entries only, a sad commentary 
on the paucity of club sides in the 
“land of the five rivers” even though 
Punjab have thrice been national 


'champions and are current holders of 
the Santosh Trophy. At Bhatinda, Pun¬ 
jab Police established their supremacy 
over their immediate rivals BSF and 
JCT, beating the former 1-0 in the 
semi-final and trouncing the latter 3-0 
m the final 

The key to Punjab Police’s success is 
their quicksilver forward line. 
“Speedy” Balvinder Sin^ of BSF, who 
was in the Indian training camp at 
Barrackpore, has joined the Punjab 
Police and is the spearhead of their 
attack They have lanky and fast- 
raiding wingers in Parminder Singh 
(from Guru Nanak Dev University, 
All-India Inter-University champions 
in 1980) and Jagdev Singh, both of 
whom can operate with equal skill on 
either flank Another of their youngs¬ 
ters, Darshan Masih, is operating as a 
clever schemer, but has also emerged 
as the lop scorer of the team on the 
Punjab circuit The defence is rugged 
and ablv manned by former Indian 
captain and Arjuna Award holder Gur- 
dev Singh In Jhalman Sin^h they have 
the must capable and agile goalie at 
present in Punjab and in Ravi 
Bhushan (an India piobahle) and inde 
fatigable Phoola Singh the best mid- 
field duo in then State 

Compared to Punjab Police, the 
othei Punjab stalwarts, BSF and JCT 
are in compaiative disarray With the 
success ol Narendei Guiung, BSI- are 
concentrating on obtaining their foot¬ 
ball recruits from the north-easiern 
States of India Consequentlv, the 
1981 BSF team is a new-look sioe, with 
many old stalwarts having left 

Ancient goalkeeper Madan Mohan 
Singh has been lelegated to the second 


The veteran Ravi Kumar about to collect a ball ounng the IFA Shield pre-quarter linal match against Jamshedpur Sports Association JCT faileit miserably losing 

0-5 
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OUONG an AQ4)ridi« 
tawmament bas ifl own orob- 
kflH, ti’ wMcik. to 

Mfucs MUM compfii^ToM Man 
or big ttfliiM. Such MurnatnentB, 
unlea wguiued.in awBiiMr, MS bo 
condwnn oal; in SWMinbor whan 
tho jnonBoon is over. But during this 
period most of oitr star ployars i 


most of the teamv sr« t^uctant tp 
take part In such AU-lndia compeb- 
tions. ' 

But the positive tide of the cidn is 
that devoid of the big guns, tbece. 
competitions bold oppOitanities for 
young, aspiring players to show, 
their woria, as Is the case with the 
AlMndia State Bank of Bikaner and 
Jaipur Trophy Cricket Tourna' 
ments. Bombay’s Standard Mills, a 
subsidiary of the Mafatlal Group of 
Mills, won the SBBJ Trophy beating 
holders Sonnet Club of Delhi by 
four wickets, thanks to a superb 
all-round performance by Yograj 
Singh. Bowling at his fastest on the 
matring wicker, Yograj restricted 
Sonnet’s first innings score to 143 
in the two-day final. Satveer Singh, 
a schoolboy player of some promise 
was the only one to offer some 
resistance. Collegian Raju Kulkar- 
ni also impressed with his medium 
pace bowling as he took three wick¬ 
ets to assit Yograj in routing the 
opponents. 

Though Standard Mills suflered 
early setbacks, BnJesh Patel and 
Sanju Mutkavi added 63 runs to 
help their side score 170 in the first 
innings and thereby take a lead of 
22 runs 

Sonnet had to concede ei^dit runs 
as a penalty for a slow over rate. 
Wickets fell like ninepins against 
the fierce pace attack of Y(^aj 
who bagged six wickets for 50 runs 
and caused panic in the Sonnet 
camp. The team gathered only 163 
runs in their second knock. San- 
jeeva Chopra, Bhupinder Singh and 
Bhaskar Pilley tried hard to avert 
defeat. Bhaskar Pilley played a 
sensible knock of 58. 

With only 143 runs needed for 
victory, Jayesh Pandye (37 >, 
Brijesh Patel (21), Sanju Mutkavi 
(21) and Yograj (41) hit hard to 
steer their Mde to the winning 
garget. , 

PRAKASHeHANDARl 


team and the current BSF custodian is 
a relative newcomer, Anath Dhill. 
Their balding midfield player, Sukh- 
pal Singh Bisht (troublemaker at the 
1981 Federation Cup semi-final at 
Madras and the 1979 DCM Cup final) 
has also been downgraded to the 
second team It is also alleged that this 
large scale recruitment of players 
from the north-eastern region has 
caused some sort of a rift between the 
local players and the rest Some of 
then Punjab stalwarts such as Ravin- 
der Singh (stopper-back) and the mid 
field duo of Shivinderjeet Singh and 
V K Singh have leti BSF and joined 
the Punjab State Electricity Board, a 
rapidly improving team with a lot of 
talented local recruits 

BSF are thus in the process of re¬ 
building and with the absence of 
Narender Guiung, then talented skip¬ 
per, on national duty, thev may not 
enjoy much succes.s this year. Howev¬ 
er, they are trying to give their team 
an all-India character by recruiting the 
best players fium various regions, a 
facet which will help them in the long 
run They are also very strict on their 
nomenclature and then public rela¬ 
tions department insist on the team 
being called BSF and nut BSF Jullun- 
dur as of yore 

TCT\s problem is even moie acute 
I They are without a regular goal- 
Iceepei With Surjit Singh taking an 
inter-State iransfei to Railway F C , 
Calcutta and his able deputy the lanky 
Shiv Kumar joining his father in fami¬ 
ly business in Canada, JCT aie 
stranded without a proper custodian 
So desperate is then situation, that ] 
they have had to recall the ageing 
formei Leadeis Club goalie Ravi 
Kumar, for then trip to the IFA Shield 
at Calcutta, the Daijeeling Gold Cup 
and the Gangtok tournament JCT are 
also having piob'ems with iheir for 
ward line 

Former Indian skippei Manjit Singh 
has left the club and theic are current¬ 
ly some unsaioury rumours about him 
The ancient but still brilliant Inder 
Singh has again been resurrected and 
IS continuing to i endei yeomen servu e 
to his team A promising voung foi- 
ward obtained lecently by JCT is 17- 
year-old N S Thapa from Yamunana- 
gar, Haryana and a member of Indian 
Schools Fooiball team at the recent 
Asian Schools Football tournament at 
Jakarta. Though small m height and 
build Thapa is a talented ball player, 
equally aclepi as a left winger or left 
striker WiihGS Farmar and Parmin- 
der Singh away on national duty, JCT’s 
defence is highly vulnerable This, 
coupled with the problem of no regu- 
lai goalkeeper has been mainly re¬ 
sponsible fot then poor showing so far 
:his yeai As HarjinJer Singh's abs 
ence will also be telt in the forward 
line, this season will be an uphill 
struggle for JCT unless Inder can 
deliver some of his old magic 
Punjab’s team for the future prom 
ises to be the Punjab State Electricity 
Board side which is rapidly becoming 


the most lucrative recruiting agency 
for local soccer talent. Their current 
side is a good blend of youth and 
experience and they have been semi- 
finalists in all the tournaments they 
have played in Besides the BSF stal- 
wai ts, PSEB also have several talented 
youngsters, such as Sheetal Singh 
(stoppei-back) and Kashmirs Singh 
(winger, but not the JCT player of the 
same name) both of whom represented 
the Combined Universities football 
team in the Burma tour of 1979. .\lso 
in the squad is linkman Yashpal and 
left winger Bhupinder Singh, both of 
whom played for Punjab in the recent 
Junior National Football Cham¬ 
pionships With BSF concentrating on 
outstation talent, PSEB promises to be 
best bet for the younger generation of 
Punjab’s footballers. By shaping young 
talent, PSEB may well take over the 
role performed by Aryans and Kidder- 
pore in Calcutta and so should be a 
side to reckon with in any major 
tournament It would not be wrong to 
say that they will have the stars of 
tomorrow 

With Magan Singh fading away be¬ 
cause of his numeruu.s injuries, Rajas¬ 
than Police aie no more a major force 
in North India They al.so have goal¬ 
keeping problems as the short and 
portlv Nasir Khan is no more as agile 
as he once was. As they arc finding it 
difficult to recruit young talent, Rajas¬ 
than Police are rapidly becoming a 
spent force, thriving on the glory of 
their earlier reputation NEl, Jaipur 
V, hich rapidly rose to fame by defeat¬ 
ing Mohammedan Sporting in the pre¬ 
quarter finals of the 1979 DCM Cup 
have become stagnant as they ove - 
emphasise the high ball and rough 
tactics 

Football standards in North India 
are not progressing as rapidly as they 
should, mainly because there is a re¬ 
markable paucity of club sides Delhi 
has numei ous club teams, but internal 
dissension in the local soccer associa¬ 
tion for the last decade, has rendered 
the standard static Allahabad and 
Dehra Dun also have quite a few 
institutional and club reams but they 
do not gel sustained competitive prac¬ 
tice The situation in other States is 
pathetic A champion Stale like Pun¬ 
jab has just about four .'egular club 
sides Consequently, the numerous 
talented players that erne, ge yearly in 
Punjab at the Univeisity level just- 
wither away as theie are no sides for 
them to join after their college life, 
unless they are fortunate enou^ to be 
picked up by one of the established 
teams 

This dearth of clubs leads inevitably 
to stagnation as there is no regular 
stream of youngsters etheiging from 
junior outfits as is the case in Calcutta 
In this context, PSEB’s role in Punjab 
foul ball now, is most praiseworthy 
Many more such efforts are required 
by similar institutions m the public or 
private .sector to create a mass base for 
football in North India 
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INDIA 

AND 

GERMANY 



A friendship based on 
close co-operation 

The friendship between IndiA and Germany has not grown in a day. Nor ii is 
a link of convenience. 


It has grown on sound values rooted in the tradition of the two great nations 
and the two great cultures.The values Tagore and Gandhi Goethe and Max 
Mueller stood for. The friendship that has developed over the last few 
decades in search of a common pursuit and objective. 

The objective of bringing distant worlds nearer to each other through peace, 
humanity and social justice. Of eradicating hunger, poverty and war All to help 
to be helped for earning a better future, prosperity and progress. 


A mission held in high mutual esteem. 

Today, the Federal Republic of Germany extends financial and technological 
assistance to India in many a vital sphere of her developing economy and 
activities — industry, trade, agriculture and education. And feels reciprocated in 
no uncertain ways. The foremost being the goodwill and friendship of over bix 
hundred million people called India 

THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 
—a dependable partner 



Goan soccer 
in the 
doldrums 

LESLIE St. ANNE 
describes the condition of 
the game in the State 

F ootball is the numhei one sport 
111 Goa This small State has been 
greatly successful at the national level 
also But ironicallv, the body supposed 
to foster the sport’s popularity heie— 
The Goa Football Association—can 
claim little share in the success that 
has come the Stale's way 
The GFA's awkward schedules, 
thoughtless oiganisarion, coupled with 
indolent and indifferent management, 
has caused much disi upturn m the 
senior and othei division league sche¬ 
dules, resulting in unplayed finals of 
tanking tournamenis, walk-overs and 
genet al indiscipline among the players 
and teams 

Take lot instance, Goa’s prestigious 
“Bandodkai Cup '—a touinameiit that 
onie attracted top outstation teams. 
But. unfortunately, the trophy, once 
I worth Its weight in gold has- m recent 
Clines lost Its gliriei I'he GFA diew 
widespiead ciitu ism foi its inability to 
get leputed teams to t.ike part in this 
competition In defence the Associa¬ 
tion contended—to cpiote a repent by 
the (luigoinc; secretary—“Ver\ few 
people lealise the staggering amounts 
demanded foi paiticipatiun bv such 
teams— .imounts, whic h go into lakh of 
tupeos Assuming that speclatois 
< would turn up in tens of thousands to 
see such teains ni action, we face an 
even bigget pioblem—none of the sta¬ 
dia in Goa can accommodate more 
than 10.000 spectaiots” 

This aignment undoubiedly, has 
some reasons in ii The teriitorv lacks 
stadia of such capacity as those in 
Bengal or olhei Slates litre, one can 
not bur ide with the GFA in criticising 
the State G.overnmenr Accoidnig to 
the Association, the Government, 
while vociferous about plans to de¬ 
velop better, spacious stadia, has been 
equally tardv in carrying them out 
However, now that the GFA lias as its 
executive president a memlier of the 
Legislative Asse.iiblv, one experts that 
the body’s pioFleins will merit better 
hearing at Government level 

Nonetheless, the GFA is not without 
its faults Paucity of funds mas be a 
practical reason lor an iminipressive 
Bandodkai Gold Gup tournament Rut 
can one foigive the As.sociation'.s mis¬ 
erable lack of foresight'-' Staging the 
Bandodkar Cup, concurrently with 
other State-wide i anking fixtures, only 
results in last minute drop-outs Repu¬ 
ted teams definitely fall prey to better 


offer Had the GFA given more I 
thought to this aspect of things while 1 
planning their own schedules, one 1 
could perhaps have expected at least 
some outside participation in the Ban- 
dudkar Gold Cup which, the GFA 
paradoxically described as it’s ’’life¬ 
blood” 

Further evidence of the GFA bung¬ 
ling The Taca Goa Cup—anoihei 
tournament that once drew the top¬ 
hi acket teams—proved to be a virtual 
flop last season At the semi-final 
double leg phase, Dempo Sports Club, 
pressed the organisers for postpone¬ 
ment ot the matches as their players 
were iniured in earlier encounters 
The Association in view of the immi¬ 
nent monsoon (due to bad timing of 
the tournament) rejected the plea and, 
instead, ruled opponents Sesa Goa as 
finalcsts 

The oihei pool semi-tinal matches 
between Vasco Spoirs Club and Sal- 
gaoncai ,Spoits Club posed other kinds 
of pioblems In the first leg held at 
Tilak Grounds, Salgaoiicai SC (Ban 
dodkat Cup champions) led by two 
goals Salgaoncur's third goal, howev¬ 
er, drew protests fiom uvals Vasco, 
who, insisted that the former's striker 


was offside, according to the linesmen, 
even though the lefeiee had blown for 
a goal The disput" ovei the goal irked 
the crowds, who, in turn, invaded the 
field forcing the game to he aban¬ 
doned Salgaoncai failed to tuin up for 
the second leg match at Panjim Help¬ 
less, the oiganiseis held an extraordin¬ 
ary meeting at which it was decided 
that Vasco Sports Club should clash 
with Sesa Goa Sports Club in the 
finals 

At this jimctuie the ram Cods inter¬ 
vened The finals al MPT grounds 
iiJthei fields were water-logged) 
proved a wash-out Vasco SC an^ Sesa 
Goa SC weie declaied joint winners 
aftei ram stopped play al half-time 

The 1980 81 season too has not been 
particulai ly successful for the GFA 
Until the conclusion of the fiist leg of 
the senior division league as well as 
pieparation and actual participation 
of the senior State team in the Nation¬ 
als all went well Thereafter, came an 
abrupt halt to the league and other 
activities from the end of January to 
March—three months of soccei time 

The Association lustifies the disiup- 


tion of the league as the prpe for 
triumph of the State junior team in the 
Nationals All other schedules were 
shunted into abeyance, as it stated, 
“Because of training and participation 
of the lunior team in the Nationals. 

Gianted the GFA did achieve its 
first National chaminoiiship But does 
It necessitate 10 months and entire 
attention ot the GFA’ Postponing the 
league aftci the first leg could nave 
denied Vasco SC the top honouis, as at 
this stage, the club fielding four Sn 
Lankan players topped the points 
table The abrupt suspension ot the 
league saw their stats fiuin Sri Lanka 
return home, leaving Vasco .SC a poor 
fourth at the end i.t the postponed 
second session 

The just concluded season had its 
sad moments also The passing away ol 
thiee football veterans all of whom 
were signatones ot the Memoiandum- 
of As.sociatioii of the (^FA--Mi T K 
linny, a formei lechnical Committee 
President of the Association, who 
promoted Vasco Club team, Mr Datiai- 
am Uhoiid, exexeiiitive committee 
niembei and Mi Laxmikanr Bandod¬ 
kar, promoter ol the ii-iw dot unci Paii- 
i vei Club 


At the time of writing, the GFA had 
alieady termed its new team of offi 
cials foi the season 1981-82 (Jn the 
executive committee are Mi Michael 
Fernandes, Ptesideiit, Mr Anil Naik 
and Mr Fancisco Cabial, Vice Piesi 
dents, Mr. Albert Colaco, Fixt-curive 
Sectetarv. Ml Suiesli Kiirch.ulkei, Ji j 
Secretary, Mr Antoni(> boti Iho, i 
Treasurer and Messrs Dumiiigoes Bar I 
teto, G Caidoso, 1. Veljhct and Havid 
I'lmdade, Mtmbeis 
The General Assemblv loniprises 
Mr Manuel Rebello (Dempo SC). Pies 
ident; Mi Evminta Couthino, Vice 
Piesideni, Mr James Fein.indes, 
Secretary and Mi Andrew Rodrigues 
(Baina Spoils Club), lomt-Secic-Mrv 
The Technical Committee c onsists ot 
Mr S V Salgaocar (Salgaoncar Spoils 
Club), President, Mr Vishwas Vaing 
aulkdi, V'lre-Presideiit, Mr I-iaiicisto 
Pereiia, Secretars and Mi Wilson 
Paes and Mr A Abranchus Members 
The new comniittee is ,t blend of 
experience and youth (iia- hopes (toi 
vici cr’s sake) they will shake loose !ht 
’‘bumbling bogey” ot ihe,i predeces¬ 
sors 



A tense moment m the t9/'9-00 Bendodkar Cup final battrawt Sesa Ooa and Mahtndras 



News: International 


WORLD WELTERWEIGHT BOXING 


Sugar Ray Leonard comes 
from behind 

The pundits refused to speculate on who would 
emerge victorious in the fight for the world 
welterweight title between Sugar Ray Leonard and 
Thomas Hearns, so evenly matched were the two 
fighters. True to form, the fight followed no 
predictable pattern at all, in fact falling below 
expectations of greatness, but the fans went home 
happy 


T^OR Sugdi Kj> Leonaid, the bout at 
X Caesdi’s Pala<.e, Las VeRas, 
assumed imporrante betause it was 
whispered iti some boxing tireles in 
the United States that he was in awe of 
his opponent, Thomas Hearns I‘oi the 
latter, the fight was equalK tmpottani 
because it gave him a ihaiice to strip 
Leonaid of the welteiweight iiown 

l.eunaid was—and still is—a boxei 
with a reputation to protect On 
November 25 last veai. he had made 
Panamanian boxer Roberto Duran 
look like a novice and the latter had 
quit the fight in the eighth round 
Later, aftei the excitement began to 
percolate, an elated Leonard said, “I 
beat the man with the hands of stone. I 
beat Robeito Duran, 1 beat a legend 
How come no one can accept that I 
beat him'^ There are no excuses It 
someone hits you in your body like I 
hit Duran in his body, you would have 
cramps too ” 

Leonard, then, was the victor But 
life had not always been easy for him. 
He had lost the previous encounter 
against Duran at Montreal, a tight for 
which he took home no less than ten 
million dollars But hi.s pi ice started to 
come dovuLi^ei his loss at Monti c^l 

Leonard, then, had a reputation to 
protect and a future to plan The fight 
against the diamond-tough Hearns was 
a crucial one from any point of view 
And Leonard emerged from the con¬ 
test as a fighter completely detached 
from the normal judgments of the 
trade His fourteenth round victory 
against Hearns was as much a stunning 
piece of innovation as it was a brilliant 
display ot tactics 

But Leonard did nut have it all his 
way Hearns boxed with his brains and 
must have had the defending cham¬ 
pion worried on moie than just one 
CK'casion All three judges hacl Hearns 
in the lead when Leonard began to use 
that left of his to trulv devastating 
effect He punched his opponent re 


morselesslv, attacking Ins bod> with a 
fluriv ol iHinches and establishing his 
masteiv from th.it point onw'aids 

’[ill that point ot timc\ ludge Waviie 
Ford had Heains in hont b\ two 
points. Chuck Minker b\ loui and Lou 
Tabat bv thiee Leonaid knew that he 
had to bleak out ol the lut and he did 
so magnificenil\ thiowing all caution 
to the winds as he used his lisis gail\. 
catching Hc’ains uiiawaies and oiien 
ofl balance 

Fveri as Heains tiled to uiiia\i'l the 
mvsterv ot Leoiiaid’s sudden aggies 
siveness, he began to slip behind on 
points Leonaid pounded him witli no 
less than 27 consecutive punches as 
Hearns lested listlesslv against ihe 
I opes, battel ed and exhausted and 
puzzled at this new Leonaid who had 
come suddenly into the tight with 
bared teeth 

7'he carnage went on nil the foui 
teenth round and referee Date Peat I 
stopped the fight after one minute and 
45 seconds ot the lound in <iuestion 
although theie was some dark muttei- 
ing that It should have gone the dis¬ 
tance, consideiiiig that the fight held 
such importance for both men and also 
.that It had grossed ovei 50 million 
dollars Pearl, for his part, was ada¬ 
mant “Mv job IS to piotect fighters' 
health I don't give a damn about who 
was leading or how muth money was 
on the fight All f knew was that the 
guy I Hearns) was in tioiible " 

At one stage, theie had been no¬ 
thing but concein lor (.eunard among 
his camp illowers and cornermen It 
was cleat at the outset that he was 
encoiinteiing problems in trying to 
find the answers to Hearns' teach and 
style This pattern peisisied until the 
sixth round but bv then it seemed that 
Leonard was beginning to unravel the 
answers and work his own wav around 
the problems that confionted him 
Heains. fot his pan. kept his dist4iiice 
and seemed happy to accumulate 



World neltervheiQhl chamoion Sugdr Rdv 
Leoodrd raises his hands high m victory 


points and his lighriiig style that iiiglit 
served to i. on) use all and sundry Rut it 
was only whan Leonaid shed his earlv 
iinceitaiiitv and tenraiive appioach 
that the tide linaDv began to luin 

l.cMniaid moved .into a higher gear in 
the sixth and seventh round-., coricen- 
I trating on his op{)onent's body and 
appaientiv generating a decis've 
momentum Bv the ninth, however, the 
momentum was clearly wavering and 
it seemed as though lie had panched 
himself out ot the tight in his very 
despeiation to stay in fiont 

As he said later. “1 guessed 1 might 
be behind and I was worried about my 
left eve, which was closing fast I had 
to drag something up from my gut, my 
heart and I would like to think that we 
both proved ourselves champions 
tonight" 

But at no time did the champion 
geneiate the kind of enthusiasm that 
was o once provided by his namesake, 
Sugai Rav Robinson, who watched the 
fight from a fifty dollar seat 




ASIAN WOMEN’S HOCKEY 


Hard work paid dividends 


M rs REENA MUKHERJEE, the 
president of the All-India 
Women’s Hockey Association (AI- 
WHA), who accompanied the Indian 
team to the Asian Women’s Hockey 
Championship at Kyoto recently, ex¬ 
pressed her nappiness at the side’s 
brilliant achievement “Our boys may 
not be the Asian champions in hockev 
but our girls certainly compensated 
for that adequately by their showing at 
Kyoto In fact, this was the lirst-ever 
title victory for India's girls in an 
international tournament on foreign 
soil. The victory served to boost the 
morale of the side tremendously,’’ Mrs 
Mukherjee said. 

“A few years ago, they won lop spot 
at the Rene Frank international 
tournament at Madras but the contest 
was limited to only a few teams. Prepa 
rations for the Kyoto meet weie much 
more rigorous and the excellent result 
was the outcome of a pha.sed coaching 
programme launched by the AIWHA 
in collaboration with the Netau Sub- 
has National Institute of Sports 
(NSNIS).” 

I he hard work pahi rich dividends 
indeed In addition, the glory was not 
merely restricted to Kyoto as the team 
also won the quadrangular tourna¬ 
ment at Singapore They then flew to 
Osaka where thev triumphed in the 
thrce-nation international and finally 
the internationals against Hung Kong 
“I am thrilled with the perlormance of 
my girls They adhered to the classic 
style of Indian hockey, a style which is 
gradually becoming obsolete The girls 
excelled in short passing, dribbling 
and attacking cohesion. Way back in 
1974, our team finished fourth at the 
Cannes World Cup and achieved very 
little sinct then. This victory is de¬ 
finitely a shot in the arm for Indian 

The victorious Indian womens hockey team 


women’s hockey ’’ 

“I admit the opposition was quite 
weak by Asian standards. Japan, 
however, were no ordinary side They 
displayed extiaordinary toughness 
and stamina, but our girls beat them 
on sheer skill Japan played at a 
swifter pact* but we were superioi 
when It came to skill We hardly met 
with any resistance Still I must point 
out that oui penalty corner hits were 
very appalling Even against a weak 
team like South Koiea we missed as 
many as twenty penalty corneis Mis 
sing so many is a crime, especially 
since coach Balkishan had worked 
hatd with the girls and shaped them 
well But we have to gel nd of this 
defect soon and improve our striking 
rate drasticallv. 

“The gills were like a lamily. of 
which the head wa* skipper Eliza 
Nelson. Theie was no heartburning, no 
unsavoury incidents Everything went 
off very smoothly, just as we had 
planned On our wav to a grand vic¬ 
tory, we scored a total of ‘>3 goals 
throughout the tout, while we con 
ceded |ust three I am still not satis 
fied with this performance We have to 
put in more ot an effort to double this 
figure 

“Japan held us to a draw in the 
round robin However, this match wa.s 
a mere formality Both teams played 
safe as we weit- meeting the following 
day in the final It is for the final that 
we reserved our best form, defeating 
Japan decisively Although the entire 
side did well I was particularly im¬ 
pressed with the performance of 17- 
year old Rajbir Kaur of Punjab She 
started originally as a centre-half but 
was later asked to spearhead the 
team’s attack She has impressive con 
trol, good striking power and anticipa¬ 


tion. She alone scored 19 of our goals, 
including a hat-trick. If we had more 
girls of her calibre and application, we 
would be able to mould a formidable 
side for the future Such a side would 
serve the country for several years 

“We had other problems, too. First¬ 
ly, we did nut have sufficient foreign 
exchange. The food at Kyoto was in¬ 
sufficient but we could nut supple¬ 
ment the girls diet with fruit and milk 
simply because we did not hgve the 
funds We are planning to go to Russia 
in November and after that, the Pune 
international tournament will help the 
team further If all goes well, we hope 
to take the Asian women’s hockev gold 
medal next year 

“With legard to the set up of 
women's hockey iii Asia, the two lival 
tiodies have now merged undei a new 
constitution Phis body is headed by 
Begum .Atif ot Pakistan as president 
and Ml s F.rnawaz Uamania of India as 
secretaiy The new body will fie called 
the Asian Ladies Hockey Association 
and for the time being it will have its 
headquarteis at Pune India pioposes 
to stage the next Asian Championship 
but we have not as yet dec ided on the 
venue Women’s hockev in this conti¬ 
nent IS capable of nourishing, pro¬ 
vided India and Pakistan can co¬ 
operate ’’ 

In the words of the team's right half 
hack Vaishd Soiii “It was a gteal day 
for all ot us when we heat japaii This 
was indeed a great achievc-ineiit be- 
c iiise It was our first success on fore¬ 
ign soil We were, in fact, veiy confi¬ 
dent from the veiv beginning and our 
captain Eli/.a Nelson inspired u.s coi. 
tiniially Duiiiig the camp undei coach 
Balkishan Singh we tried to master the 
art of short passing and clearing This 
style helped us outplav oui rivals’’ 

(langotri Bhandaii. the senior full¬ 
back. said “The credit lor our success 
should be traced to the camp I am 
proud that I scoted the match-winning 
goal against .Singapoic oM a penalty 
corner, but we hate to work even 
harder to rnastei this art We hare 
unduubtediv the best in Asia but 
Japan are close on our heels ” 

inifwviews wilh PHAKASH BHANtjA»-1l 
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Test stars in single 
wicket tourney 

VARANASI Ihf A/i/ Khan SiriKli* 
Wicki-t ri)iiinaiiieiit, oiganised hv the 
Naiioiiril ( rickt t till)) ar the Satnpur 
ruin.ind Stadiuni hcie saw a himrh (it 
lest (.ucketei*’ inchuiinp, Iniiia skijipei 
Sunil t lavaskai, Sandeep I'atil, SvecJ 
Kiimani, R'lpei Binin Kirti A/ad, 
Narasiinha Kao and ('hetan ( hauhan 
taking p.iit in It 'llieotliei Test stais 
present weie Dilip Veiigsaikai, Rax i 
Shastii. Ashok Mankad and Kknatli 
Solkai '1 hev, hoxxevei did not get 
time to shoxs ihen xxoith in single 
xxuket (.iiiket as lain mailed the 
glanioioils tomnanieiii (nnsideialily 

The two-dav toiniiament evetmiallx 
stalled on the tiiial dav In all. toui 
iiuilihesol tliiee'ivels xveie plax'td 
xvhiK’ the tit ill out, helweeii ( hetan 
s!haiihan ind H M Hohia lould iioi he 
(nnipleled due to had light 

Sunil (lavaskai xxashtateuhx Svt d 
Kiiniani in an inieiestingenioiiniei 
('.axaskai h.itud lust anil stoied .’>4 
runs 111 the i edused tinee oxei s In the 
pi 0 ( ess he xxas oe.t ixx ite in the last 
oxer, taught h\ Solkiii in the 1 ii s| 
iilstaiK e ■iiid i lean hoxvied in i In 
SCI Olid But mthi Inst oxei lie e\ 
etuteil .onie heauiitiil strokes m the 
midst III toiistani .ippl.uise horn the 
g,.dli 11 

In lepK, Kiimani stored 44 touetiil 
I nils and in the pint ess xxas out oiilx 
oiu e, tleaii hoxxled oil the fust hall (.t 
the ilin d ox el xxhile atterniUing a hig 
hii 

Saiidii) I’atil stoied i uiis against 
lillle ktioxxi: AnioUi Shaini,i Palil hit 
tin ee lours and one as and xvhile 
hov.ling It sfi itied Vmode to onlv 24 
1 iiris lo xtin the matt h lix tixe ruti.s 

Kii ti \/ad St or t d .U t mis against 
aiiothii littU kiioxxn plaxei \ inial 
.Sliaiin.i vxho tame xetx tloseiopunt 
lui lug Kiiii’- ij'o hut lU 1 ^a xl the 
tar .*,( 1 hx oiilx lorn t tins He st oi ed 28 
(Mild 1 u>i> auM'iisl Kii!I s olt i ultei s 

I lit Ilian li heixxeen Rogt i Biiirix 
and Nai .isitnlia Kao ended in a xei v 
leieie'tiru; atoaiioii Bitiiu st or ed an 
ehuliieiir ! 1 with ixxo lulls sixes N.iia 
siruli.i K.io !• led his hea to get past 
Biiiiiv’s It or e hut tould still e unis 42 
|u .1 ilitet 1 nils shiut 

rill last inaii li hi I’xeeii ( htlaii 
Chaiiliaii aii'l 14 M Bolri.i tould not ht 
loniplereii C liaiiliaii had stoied lu 
r nils \\ hen t oiiili' ioiis het .inu iitiplax 
ahh ai'tl'lii luiipiit ' tallt d It a (lax 

stM"-isr''i(.,i' 

Autumn Games 
postponed 

I'ATNA 1 lie Autiiinii (.ames ot the 
.Sthool Haines rederation ol India, 
xvhiLli xveie to he held in tht tliird 


week ol Octobei at Bokaro Steel Cit>, 
have been postponed to the third week 
of December this year, and the venue 
shifted to Patna 

The last-minute refu.sdl ot the Depu¬ 
ty Commissioner, Dhanbad. came a.s a 
bolt Irom the blue to the offic tabs of 
the i‘]du( ation Department who had 
aJicady intimated the teams with re 
gdi d to the dates and venue of the 
Aiiiumn Games 

It IS understood that the Deputy 
Cummissioiiei suddeiiiv got the mi 
piessiun that the Kdiuation Depaii 
merit oft ii lals wet e going to put the 
entire buiden on him xvheieas he siiw 
himsell only as a patton piovidiiig 
guidarue and leadership 

The sub lonimiitees for football, 
basketball, kabaddi and kho-kho have 
alieadv been lormed and even the 
tunds Ol gaiiised 

Right fiom the xery hegiiirnng, xxlien 
the idea ot holding the games at B S 
C'ltv wa.s mooted doubts xveie expiess 
ed by knowledgeable people about the 
< holte of the xeiiiie, bill no oiu 
seemed to jiav aiiv heed to them Nox. 
(hat It has happened, ai rangernents 
are being made to hold the games at 
Patna in Ilecembei whuh would mean 
the Lonveisioti of Aiiiuinu Games into 
wiiiiei games 

Meanixhile the tieiiueni iiansteis 
ol Duel u>rs ot Spoils, Bihui, haxe led 
to instahilrtx' in the (joxeinineni's 
sports polii V 

In the last tiuee veais, as mans as 
SIX Diiei-tois have come and gone tioiii 


the office in the LduLiilion Depart 
menl Aftei the letuement ot 11.N 
Sinha, \Tshram Pi asad look over 
charge ax Directoi ot Youth Welfare, 
but in Match, 1480. he left lo join as 
C'oniniissioiiei Noitli C'hotatiagput 
After him tame Ram Naresh Rai hut 
ordx to give XX ax to Mi Navin Kuinai 
attei about SIX months 

NaxmKumai leiiainK plunged 
heal t and soul into Ins assigninent and 
with his rrainiiig .is .ui IAS ottu ei 
seemed able to pul things in oi tiei But 
iriApiil, 1481,.dtei less than .i ve.ii. 

Ml Kuin.ii xxas tiansteiied to tom .is 
Distiiit Mdgistiaie. West t liamparan 
Ml .A K Biswas, Joint Sectei.irv, 
Ltlutaiion. i ame in next as Spot is 
Diiettoi Me xxas soot, itpl.ited lix NS 
Madtiaxv.iii, .lisii ol the I.AS But hardlx 
had Ml M.itihawaii staved m tin ottice 
loi about 40 (lavs wtieii ho leli as 
I'ntlei Setietaix, Miiiisli v ol Defctice , 
Noxx the mantle ol Spoi ts Dti et toi . 
has .ig.iin t.illen on Mi Bisxx.xs and it is | 
said th.it he ixould be onlx 'oo glad to j 
pass II on to someone else .i'- Ik is 
.llieath oxei bin ileiteil x\till hi > xsoi k .is 
loint Set I el .11 \. l.tliii ai i.m 

I 

gntMi-unixn 

Hyderabad beat Karnataka 

i 

HYDERABAD liiihi fiiniorSt.tie I 

Ramathandci R.io Memori.il liujihv 
Hvdeinb.id .u liiexcd a conx iiu iiig vu - | 

torv ox'er Kai nufaka .xt till xtsiaama ' 

L'niveisity giouiid-. i 


CALCUTTA: Eight Asitin GmiMts 
hav« been staged $ince 1951 bat 
rowing has nevar been included 
among th^ disciplinett aldbou^h 
this is included on the Asiad list. 

Why this discipline bias never re¬ 
ceived the necessary backing is 
difficolt to ascenain. India, howev¬ 
er, will break the ide with the ninth 
Asiad at New Delhi; the rowing 
venue has been fixed at iPuna’s 
Khaciagvattelj^. - 
There was a time'when the very 
staging of the event itsdf was in 
doubt, but if was thanks to Prime 
Minister Mrs Indira GandM that 
rowing survived. Said Mr Subrata 
Dutta, secretary of the Rowing Fed¬ 
eration of India: "Due to the active 
interest taken by>lrs Gandhi, row¬ 
ing has at last been inciuded on the 
Auan Games sdiedulefor'the first 
nme.” "'• 

All internatianalsiieetfications 
laid 0 j wD PISA-^the world 
body—will have to be fulfiHhd, in-' 
eluding the law regarding the jpra. 
sence of five international umpires. 
When rowing was included on the 
Asiad chart on July 24 this year, the 
Asian Games Special Committee 
sanctioned air farb.s for a Hve-' 
member teem conrnrisjngSubraia ‘ 
Dutta, K.P. Singh 

Madhavaa ,,'m 

__ i _'. ' '.2* 


(umpiies) and Mr G C. Ghosh, the 
RFI president, to visit the Munich 
World Championships 

The FISA president, Mr Thomas 
Keller was highly impressed with 
the Indian representatives’ know¬ 
ledge of rowing The four Indians 
aspiring to figure as international 
umpires at the Delhi Asiad sat for 
the written and practical examina¬ 
tions along with 2.4 others. Only 
nine of the examinees received in 
ternational licences, but all four 
Indians were successful—a great 
achievement indeed. As Mr Keller 
himself pointed out, it had never 
'occurred before that every single 
aspirmu from a single country had 
passed the examination. 

The five reasons for the Indian 
delegates’ trip to Munich were: (1) 
Upgrading of umpires to intema- 
ticfnal standard (2) To get FISA 
approval for staging the rowing 
event in the Asiad (3) To claiify 
certain rules and regulations in the 
context of the local situation (4) 
Leyingthe course and finalising 
technical installations. (In this case 
it was opined by experts that it was 
not going to he easy lU a deep lake 
like the one at Khadagva.sla (5) 
Insj^ect the various types of boats 
available, to negotiate prices and to 
arrange for coaches. 


i 




Tfie Golden Girl Ule Geweniger ot East Germany wrih her live gold medals and orw silver wfiich she 
won during the ISIh European Swimming Championships, held rerxiiHy in Vu^slavia 


Though Hyderabad lost their first 
wicket, that of Amresh Roy with only 
six runs on the board, their innings 
was built up slowly and steadily by the 
other opener Hari Prasad, who scored 
a brilliant 64. Karnataka spinner Pra- 
kash Rathod gave some trouble to the 
Hyderabad batsmen and captured four 
widcets. 

On the second day, Karnataka 
started miserably losing one wicket in 
each of medium pacer Sreedhar’s 
opening overs Along with off-spinner 
Ananth Vatsalaya, he did all the dam¬ 
age capturing five wickets while the 
former got three wickets to his credit 
Hyderabad skipper Kiran Kumar 
Reddy’s gamble for an outright victory 
by declaring early did not pay off on 
the final day. He closed the innings at 
179 for five in which his individual 
contribution was a scintillating 88 
Another batsman to show great 
promise was Vivek Jaisima, son of the 
former Indian Test star M L. Jaisima 
With 310 runs to scoie in only three 
hours, the Karnataka boys could man¬ 
age only 97 runs at the cost of three 
wickets. Openers Nandan and Mani 
Turakhia put up 1S2 runs for the first 
wicket The former scored a century of 
109 while the latter made 68 
Meanwhile, the long cherished 
dream of the Hyderabad Cricket Asso¬ 
ciation to have its own stadium seems 
likely to emerge into reality soon. The 
Andhra Pradesh Government has de¬ 
cided to allot the Secunderabad Gym¬ 
khana ground to the association for 
constructing a stadium to be named 
after the late G Rajaram, the former 
Minister for Finance and Sports who 
died 111 a car accident. 

M S SHANKAC 

Records galore In 
veterans’ meet 

I 

SECUNDERABAD: What a memor 
I able milestone' Former Olympian, 

I Gulab Singh, and Capt Joginder Singh 
I achieved a raie teat m the two-day 
second National Veterans’ meet held 
here at Railway Recreation Club 
ground, establishing seven meet re¬ 
cords. 

It wa' a superb achievement indeed 
An enthusiast shouted “hurrah, hur¬ 
rah” at Gulab Singh's achievement “I 
cannot even think of clearing 100' 
meters”, admitted the zealous youth 
Gulab Singh really created a sensation 
clearing 1 30 metres in high jump. 

The 75-year-old Gulab Singh, a 
world record-holder, won five events, 
two on the opening day (high and long 
jump) and three (pole vault, triple 
jump and discus thiow) on the con¬ 
cluding day (September 20) 

Not only he, but Joginder Singh of 
4 Hyderabad also stunned everybody in 
shot putt with a heave of 15 14 metres 
Joginder’s National mark was 14.90 
metres He also won a silver medal at 
the third World Veterans' meet at New 
Zealand. 

Born in Punjab, which has a reputa¬ 
tion for producing robust men, Gul^b 
, Singh, Joginder Singh and Milkha 


Singh are gifted with natural talents 
Yet they greatly concentrate on their 
work-outs 

Apart from Gulab Singh and Jngin- 
der Singh, the others who impre.ssed 
the crowd weic Kenneth Powel, the 
former sprint king who set a meet 
record in 100 metres clocking 12 
seconds, Swaian Singh (601 of Puniab, 
who timed 31 4 seconds in the 200 
metres and S. Biodya of Bihar (45) who 
created a meet record by i overing a 
distance of five kilometres m 29 25 
seconds 

In the five kilometre walk in the 
age-group of 55 years, Lingappa of 
Karnataka, Bakshi Singh of Punjab 
and S. Gonsalves ot Delhi created new 
meet records While Lingappa createc' 
the record in 34 min. 25 sec., Bakshi 


Singh made it in .34 min 53 sec and 
Gonsalves in 37 min 28 seconds 
The women athletes too performed 
creditably In the 50 years age-group 
Daisy Victory of TamilNadu won in the 
200 metres and in the dcscus throw. 
Daisy, who holds the recoid of 318 
seconds in the 200 metres in the 
under—44—49 age-group, covered the 
distance in 31 5 seconds Savithri, also 
of Tamil Nadu, was anothei woman to 
win two events—high jump and 200 
metres Andhra’s Nit mal A Prabhu 
Das also won a double standing—first 
111 the tive kilometre walk and then in 
the discus thiow In ail, 19 records 
were established by men and women 
at the* competition 

M S SHANKAR 
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ne genius el 
Dmiler Heme 

T hough the death of Dudley 
Noune after a prolonged struggle 
against pneumonia in the Middle East 
was treated as a non-event, followers 
of world ciicket will evei hold him in 
high esteem as one of the finest 
batsmen ever to come from the Veld 
A right-handed batsman with power¬ 
ful forearms, Nourse hit 2960 runs in 
Test cricket, unsurpassed by any of his 
country, save Bruce Mitchell, whose 
avetage, however, was eclipsed by 
him In Currie Cup matches his career 
average of 6S 85 is yet to see a peer 
In tact, Dudley and his father Dave 
Nourse heralded a new era in South 
African cricket. The senioi Noursc’s 
record of 85 Test innings still stands 
Only J H B Waite has played more 
Tests than him He played from 1902 
to 1924 and finally retired when he 
was as old as 57 years 
It IS often assumed that famous 
parentage breeds precocious progeny 
by way of genetics and direct en¬ 
couragement But here is a story with a 
difference 

“Strangely enough,” recalled Dud¬ 
ley once “He never in any way—as far 
as I can remember—encouraged me in 
my games Never, for instance, did mv 
father even show me how to hold a bat 
“When mv turn came to bat I was 
more than usually nervous. My father, 
fielding at slip, ciouched there with 
his large hands, I knew, eager to 
pounce on any ball I might edge his 
wav. He would not give me a good 
second chance if he could help it 
That’s cricket It was also the fust time 
that my father had seen me at the 
wicker and 1 wanted to show him 1 had 
come a lung way and that it was nor 
merely the name of Nourse that had 
secured for me a place in the team he 
had graced for so many years 

“Since my fathei had nevei in 
dulged in a game of any sort with me 
as a youngster, it was actually the first 
time that he trundled a ball in my 
dneitiori Three overs were enough to 
convince the Western Piovince cap¬ 
tain I was not to be dt.smissed on 
psychological lines and my father re¬ 
tired once more to first slip 
“When the coveted century did ulti 
mately arrive, the first one to walk 
across to me was my father, who said, 
‘Congratulations, son, I hope that 
there mav be manv mote to follow this 
one’ ■’ There were to be exactly forty 
moie 

A G Moyes was of the opinion that 
Dudley had “A mote polished and 
attractive style and a touch of genius 
for attack ” Dave Nourse considered 
that It would have been better had his 
son been a left-hander Critics would 


have been able to compare the two so 
much more easily. 

Dudley was invited, when 12, after 
his photograph had appeared in the 
newspapers, to be coached under Alec 
Kennedy who, Cardus said, "Bowled 
right through the summer in his play¬ 
ing days and would have easily pro¬ 
duced a clinching alibi if circumstan¬ 
tial conviction ever happened to call 
him to court ” But the youngster fell 
-out of place and never went back there 
after two sessions. 

At the age of 25 Dudley made the 
first of his thiee tours to England It 
was quite successful and the young 
man hit 7'16 runs in May alone before 
the Test matches had begun. In one 
particular sequence he took three cen¬ 
turies off the bowlers, two in the 
match against Surrey itself. This 
brought encomium in good measure' 
and forced Sir Pelham Warner to make 



DuJiPi Nuu'tf 


that famous comment in a luncheon at 
Lord’s. “A Nourse, a Nourse, my king¬ 
dom for a Nouise ” 

He totalled 1861 on the visit, second 
only to the score of Eric Rowan, but 
unfortunately failed in the Tests Prob¬ 
ably his temperament was not ripe foi 
the big occasion and he was dropped 
tor a Test to accommodate another 
man 

He avenged his failures in England 
with a flourish at home in winter 
against the Australians. He made 518 
runs in the series, crossed by batsmen 
of neither side 

He scored 91 in the Durban Test and 
Johaniiesourg looked like being Eng¬ 
land all o\er again when he was dis¬ 
missed for no score in the first innings. 
South Africa mustering only 157 All 
hell broke loose in the second with the 
home side struggling to save the game. 
Three wickets were down for 90 and 
the South Africans were still three 
runs in the red 

But Nourse looked at home. His first 
50 took him only 90 minutes inclusive 


of 32 in boundaries alone and the 
bowlers seemed to be striking bare 
rock. “Not even Cyril Walters had 
treated Grimmett and O’Rielly like 
this in the preceding year in England,” 
declared Fingleton. 

Nourse escaped at 65, Fleetwood 
Smith not getting to a powerful pull 
convmcingly, but next ball he dispel¬ 
led notions of a sinking side when he 
struck Grimmett to the fence. The day 
ended with ‘ADN* 98 not out. South 
Africa 161 ahead and only 4 wickets 
down People all around were brea¬ 
thing more easily now. 

“Nourse surged on, his feet twink¬ 
ling, his bat scourging Out and back, 
out and back, his body never still, 
never retaining its initial position of 
the stance. Mitchell, like the sensible 
man he was, withdrew into passive 
obscurity,” Fingleton added. 

Next day he was out with 231 made 
in 298 minutes, an innings embellished 
with 36 boundaries. At one stage 
things got so bad that Aussie captain 
Victor Richardson asked Fleetwood [ 
Smith if he had any ideas for Dudley. ' 
“Yes, shoot him,” replied ‘Chuck*. The 
match was drawn but not before 
McCabe had hit an unforgettable 189. 

In 19.18-39 against Hammond’s Eng¬ 
land, Nourse hit two centuries, his 103 
in the Timeless Test taking six hours. 
He made 422 and headed the South 
African averages with 60 28 

But it was 1947 that proved to be the 
great player’s annus mirabilis. He 
thrashed 621 in a five-Test senes and 
easily led his country’s averages His 
unbeaten 205 against Warwickshire 
was his highest on the visit. 

He made 149 in the first Test at 
Trent Bridge, his side running up 533. 
England was shot out for 208 and 
though the follow-on was implemented 
they managed to save the match 
Nourse’s innings contained 15 fours 
and a six and by the end of the first' 
day South Africa was 376 for 3 wick¬ 
ets A team is said to have murdered 
the bowling if it has made anywhere 
between 250 and 300 in a day's pro¬ 
ceedings today. 

But the Manchester Test brought the 
best out of him as he himseJ later 
admitted On a spitefully wet wicket 
on which even Compton looked deadly 
and intolerable, Nourse breezed to an 
exceptional 115 in the second innings, 
Viljoen and he put on 121 in 95 
minutes when the pitch was at its 
worst, but the following batsmen relm- 
quished the advantage. Seven bats¬ 
men fell for 50 runs and the purpose of 
Nourse’s innings made in 145 imnutes 
with the assistance of thirteen fours 
and two sixes out of 184 runs seemed 
lost. 

“That was Nourse at his best,” com¬ 
mented Wtsden “This stocky batsman 
with broad shoulders and blacksmith 
forearms seldom goes right forward 
except when moving out to drive the 
slow bowlers: off his back foot he hits 
exceedingly hard, particularly when 
hooking, driving to the off or cutting 
square. In executing these he strikes 
as if with a bludgeon.” Not without 
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reason was he named one of Wisdea's 
Five Cricketers of the Year 
On his third visit to England in 1951, 
Nourse finished second in his side’s 
Test averages He played a wonderful 
innings at Nottingham, 208 in all and 
with a broken thumb It proved to be 
the fillip for the side and South Africa 
ultimately won the Test 
Even though captaincy inspired the 
batsman in him, success came in mini¬ 
ature form after that and his prolifica¬ 
cy was greatly reduced He made only 
93 runs more and England beat the 
Springboks by 3 Tests to one 
When he was born, November 12, 
1910, his fathei was busy hitting an 
unvanquished 201 against South Au¬ 
stralia in the opening encounter of the 
1910-11 series The Covernor-General 
oi Australia, Lord Dudley, on hearing 
the news conveyed the wish that the 
son be named after him The Lord 
must have died a happy man 

Gurbux hands over charge 

I 'I W4is il>c dav ol Ills ‘liandmg ovc’i ” 
chaigf to Ills successor rhe St 
loseph's Indian High ,Schoiil got up a 
lunctioii to sac ’goodlm'' to him And 
there he heianie >o \eiv eii'otional 
tliai hi wept ^ es. vslu'ti the lime to 
sav adieu (aine, niiuh teais—\eiv 
geneine tears at that, not the glvteiine 
Ml lUiiodile i.uu'ti —well shed toi 
(and bvi.tf; l!ii!hii\ .Sin^di, the man 
«ho III! the othei dciy was the deputy 
direitoi ol ihe \IS South tentreheie 
Ml tairbus Singh lould rightly 
ilaini lhal llie MS South Ceiilie was 
his halts Me headed tlie insriiuluin 
•aiue Its nil epiuni in 197') and as he 
U'UI Spin iwMiiId on Ihe eve ot his 
ilepaiiiiic loi I'aiiala, he looks back on 
his SIS seat leiiute vsirh “a gieat sense 
ol ,11 ha-\enieiii” Witlioiit ieai ot (on- 
iiadiirion It mas be saul that the man 
did a leasonahlv good lob of iiiiiniiig 
the show despite limitations <)! many 
kinds 

Ml (iaibuv .Singh was boin on April 
18, III ihe I’uiiiab and he gradu¬ 
ated in lavs liom tht I'niversity ot 
Deltii in 1948 He sii ved ai the bar loi 
a ycai tiefou- joining the Polite De- 
t>ainnent as ,i pioseiutoi—a job he 
lield foi 1') seals He lepresenled the 
St.ite in tioth hoikes and s'olleyball 
and was Lajiiain toi a vshile He turned 
out foi India in volleyball at the 1958 
Asian Games He qualified as a coach 
in vollevball ihiee veuis latei and 
joined ihe NIS in Patiala attei two 
i veais witli the Puniah Spoils Depari- 
I merit Among 1ms assignnic*nts weie a 
stmt as assistuiit coath to a Kuvsian 
evpeit and the training ol the national 
volleyball te.tms during that period 
He underwent an advanced course in 
ihe GDR ((ieimaii Demociatic Repub¬ 
lic) and in 1975 took ovei as deputy 
director. NIS South Centie 
When news came that Mr Singh was 
to be transferred back to Patiala, 
many people iiiierpreted it as an 
offshoot of,the incident winch occur¬ 
red in NIS Bangalore involving five 
athletes undergoing training for the 



K\>Qfni1inruili Dijttd t t We'll Oencidl Sport'- 
Cluti mn l‘ (■ wotlt, s longest distance swim 
mill ), umpelilioi' i74 k m I field on Ihe Hhagir 
dthi r'iei I'Pdi iJcriHmpoit tor Ihe third lime in 
s//fI I'ss.cj'i iim'nng Ihe distaiue in so 'lOiiis 
h' miKtiles ,M„ se.mils 


Asian (Limes Mr Gurbux Singh 
laughs otf ihe cuntenlioii when we pul 
It to him just helore he )ef» for Patiala 
“The incident has had nuthing to do 
with in\ iiniislei My iiaristei was long 
overdue and the siib-coinmittee in- 
charge was m the pioiess of selecting 
rnv suciessoi when the incident occui 
red 'Iheie is no link between the two 
occuiiences In any case, how could 1 
have been “|)eiialised’', as some peo- 
I'le seem to think toi an incident 
which I had no lole iii " 

rile 5fi veai-old coach who has 
anothei 2(i months to go betoie letii- 
ing, obv loiisly was sad because the NIS 
South t'enlie complex, slotted to come 
up in till' Raiigaloie Lniveisity cam 
pus, did not materialise during his 
tenuie It Was one pioject that he 
worked on with indefatigable eneigv 
and eiiiliiisiasin 

Ai the p.ice at which the protect is 
licirig iiridei taken at the moment, it 
would well be alter another two depu 
t> dueciors tome and go beloie the 
toundation stone, leave alone anything 
else, maleiialise.s 

Says Mr Gurbux Singh “I guess 1 
could say that the institution justilied 
the faith reposed in it We have even 
fried to go a little bevond oui noimal 
functions and one such case is the 
pedagogic training and competitions 
we introduted for all our trainee- 


coaches," 

Indeed, the pedagogic training-cum- 
competiiions are about the most uni¬ 
que schemes in this country It in¬ 
volves tiainee-tOiiches ot the NIS 
going out to the neighbouring schools 
and training school kids before bring¬ 
ing them to the annual competitions 
Some .1,000 school children in and 
around Baiigaloie benefit by this 
scheme As many as 31 schools are 
involved and some ot the fringe be¬ 
nefits noticed include the fact that 
because of these competitions local 
schools nc’cessarilv maintain grounds 
and playfields well, the lespeciivc Pt 
masters gel a leorientation tor free, 
headmasters and general teachers get 
involved and. of course, parents are 
motivated The South Centie has thus 
succeeded to a ccTiain extent in relat¬ 
ing Itself to Us immediate citizenry. 
The NIS personnel have lieen actively 
encouraged to go out and help in 
organising the technical aspects of 
many local sports comootitions and 
thus Ic'iidmg a hand to the impiove- 
ment ot the judgement and technical 
standards Much of the credit lot this 
has to go to the drive and enthusiasm 
oi Mi Gui bux Singh 

I'akirig the baton over from Mr 
Gurbux Singh is Mi A VS Prasad 
Adusumilh S/eiJoi.i \'jij Prasad, 42 
years of age, was selected from an 
impressive field of candidates such as 
Jogindei Singh Saiiii, K D Thapar, Dr. 
P J Sebastiii and Mi Govindarajuly 
tVMCA College of Physical Educa¬ 
tion) Prasad was a good athlete in his 
younger days and as he says, he “in¬ 
variably finished among the top six in 
the short sprints ” In the I9f>7 inter¬ 
state athletics, he won the 200 metres 
event in 21 4 seconds, and the best he 
ever recorded in the 100 aieires was 
10 f) secs He was selected to represent 
India III the lndo-(>eiman meet that 
year 

Ml Piasad has the distinction of 
lepreseiiting as many as five States in 
national level athletic competitions— 
Madhva Pradesh, the Indian Railways, 
Madras State, Bengal and Andhra 
Pradesh He hails from the West Goda¬ 
vari Distr'ct of A P and he joined the 
Laxmihai College ot Physical Educa¬ 
tion in 1961 Me tutried out loi Vikiam 
Ldiiversity (LCPK was then affiliated 
to Vikram I'niceisitv n</w it is under 
Jivajee ’Vaisuv) and Madliya Pradesh 
.Stale Graduating m B Ped lie joined 
the Intcgial Coach I'actory lor a brief 
while and thus rc‘)>resenied Indian 
Railways and Tamil Nadu 

In 1965 tie joined Kalyani Univeisity 
as a lectuier in Physical Education 
During this stini he turned out for 
Bengal m National athletic meets In 
1966 he almO)t made it to the Indian 
contingent tor the Bangkok Asian 
(iames but his name was “chopped” in 
the last minute piuniiig 'Iwo years 
latei he was sent to the German Demo- 
ciatit Republic for adv.inced studies 
in Physical Education In 1972 he took 
over as Secietaty of the Andhra 
Piadesh Sports Council, until his 
appointment as Deputy Director in rhe 
south centre in Bangaloie 


CRIVA/UIZ by Eddie Dunstan 
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^ Wore ('sliT'.hirc' ,ill-i<)uiul(^r Ixwlvil 
himsi'lt into i IK ki't histor\ \a ith tli«‘ first 
b.ill he howlt'cl in Tnsts It tool Iht’ 
v\ i( ki*l oi Vi( tor Tiiimpor I hf miitr h 
W. 1 S the first lest ot thr" I ‘■<0 !-()4 sc’json 
at;.iinsi Sir (V'lh.mi VA/nmer's tejin-- the 
mak h in Svdnex mark' tanioiis hv KeKin- 
alH hosier s h‘sl debut J8r, .1 store 
whii h v\tis to stand as a record tor J(> 
years until broken bv Bradman and 
V'h lor Irunipei's IBi not out in '\usita 
lia ssemnd inmnns. iriobalrlv liis 
greatest mnini’s 

As the Svc/riev Morning; Her.i/i/ie- 
|)orted <)l the time ' I he downlall ol the 
i .'St three li.itsmen in Australia lor I 
iiins on a v\k ket, the onK tault of cchich 
vs .Is that It a[>|M-ated to be a iritle liei\ , 
was .1 disastrous 1 ommeni emeni lor 
Australia ' I wo ol the three \,\ n kets had 
l.illen to tfie Wore esterstiire .ill loundei 
pl.i\in)^ in his Inst lest ,ind openin(’th<' 
(’tit'land .itl.lt k with I elebraled N oik 
shireman f ieoi^e I lirst Alter an over 
Ironi I lirsi ihe Wort esteishire man 
bowled into a north-eastemK liree/e 
anil to tiuote attain liom the .Stt/net 
\Uiniinii I fer.i/r/ " The liisl fi.ill was a 
sensational one 1 rum()«‘t essayed .1 
l).Rk cut fhe h.ill rose high .intI r)uit kiv 
oil the pilt h, strut k th<‘ uppt'r edpe ot the 
bat anil I oster hioutthi oil a mai’nilii ent 
letl-handed c .iti h about knee IiikIi the 
lieldsnian lallinn in the etiori and sus¬ 
taining a rii k in the sitie whit h disabled 
him lor a k'w minutes ' 

In his sensation.il debut, the bowlet 
had removed both oix'iieis lor six runs 
He worn on to linish ssith 4 ’h liom 
ovt'is, seven ol thi’in maidens, his sii - 
tims mi ludiriKth.* Aiisti.ilian tafilam 
anil lo()-si oie. Noble lAustrali.i lost this 
historii lest bv live vsit kets JHs and 
4H'j to Enttland's 'if 7 and -) I ‘)4i 

1 he bowler who claimed IrumfX'r's 
wir ket vs'ith his lirst b.ill in lests played 
in lOTi'sts ei(tht ol them auainsl Austra¬ 
lia In the 1401-04 series in Australia he 
twK e removed the lormidable o|ieners 
Trum[ier and Dull lor uridei 20 In "A 
Histon utl riikct', H !i Allham s.ivs ol 
tile Won esterstiire plavei ' A batsman 
who could defend and .itt.ii k, he m.ide 
more than 1 ">,000 runs and IHtenluiif 
but It was his bnwlinp that won him .1 
place in Warner's lirst victorious iide to 
Australia fall and wiry with a hiph 
action, he could move the new ball very 
late trom the leg and when the w ir ket 
pave him any help brinp it bat k sharply 
from the oir, 1,000 wickets loimed the 


otneis hall to the (iictiire ol a Rieat 
all-rounder " 

QUESTION ifl Who got Trum- 
^ per with his 
I first ball in 
■ Tests'^ 

I runnier w.is out to the first ball ol the 
sec ond over ot a Iesi mate h but in 
I npl.irid-Austiali.i lests two other cele¬ 
brated batsmen - one trom eat h coun 
trv—suttered even more abrupt tlisriiis 
s.ils They were out to the lirst hall ol the 
m.itc h I he Inst was Lnplarid's re¬ 
nowned Alt hie Mac Laren, out to the 
Inst ball ot the second lest ol the 
I (|44-4i st'ries, played in MellMiurne 
and won by I nplancl by 44 runs Ihe 
sue cesslul l)owk*r was .1 lett-hander 
■nakitip his sole appeaiani e in a Test 
Ihe Ari't'sciicketcorrestiondcnt, who 
wrote under the pen-name ol "Obser¬ 
ver", re()oried that he h.id never seen a 
closer t lusiei of men than Rather around 
Mai I aren's bal on the oil and that the 
first ball from the bowler was " .tranpely 
enouph Ihe best he Ixiwled duiinR the 
day' "Observer" t ontmucKl "Mat I aren 
tried to i over it as it rose but turned it 
with the shoulder ol the bat stiaipht into 
I rott's hands at point A jubilant shout 
told ot the Inst man out One wit ket, no 
runs " 

QUESTION A 9°* 

Laren With the 
m first ball of a 
■■ Test'? 

Thirty-one years later an .Australian 
shared Mat 1 aren's tale—out first ball 
ffie mate fi was the drawn third lest ol 
the |42(i senes, at He.id.nRley, the 
b.ilsnian Australia's ledoubtable left- 
hand ojiener Warren Bardsley 

fh*> bowlei yvho had him caught, low 
at first slip by I ledieri Sutc Idle, had also 
I laimetl a wii ket with the first ball he 
ever bow'led in a I est match, two years 
earlic'r ()n that ot i asion he bowled the 
st‘( ond over ot a Test against South 
Africa His Inst ball was a late in- 
swinger The Springbok batsman, M ) 
Susskind, t ame down tiuirkly on it hut 
not (|uic kiy enough, it hit his b it belore 
his timing expel led it and flew off to Rov 
kilnei- a c att li at short leg 

QUESTION Who was the 
a bowler? 


Reverting to the senes in which the 
Worcestershire bowler got Trumper's 
wicket with his first ball m Tests— 


between the third and fourth Tests the 
1903-04 touring Englishmen accountenf 
decisively for Victoria and New South 
Wales In the match against Victoria the 
Melbourne wicket was at its worst; four 
men were out tor 0 and, had Harry Trott 
been caught first ball, Wilfred Rhcxles 
would have fwrformed the hat-trick and 
the total could scarcely have got out of 
single figures As it was, Rhodes took 5/4 
and the Worcestershire bowler 4/8 as 
Victoria in their second innings plunged 
to the lowest store ever matte in a big 
match in Australia 

QUESTION S. How many? 


With the first ball he ever bowled in 
Australia an English fast bowler took thc^ 
wic ket of an opening batsman m the fir^t 
match of his team's kiui, against West¬ 
ern Austr.ilia The batsman, caught at 
slip by Tom (Traveney, was John Ruther¬ 
ford 

QUESTION ■■ Who was the 
bowler? 

LAST WEEK'S ANSWERS 

1 CilhcMt Ji'ssup, nt Dloucesceishire- 'Ihe 
match in which he so dramacuallv came to 
bnKlaticl’s rescue was the filth l'e.st of tlic 
1902 seiio -thc lest which will be known 
forever as Jes,»op’s Maicli The fastest cen 
turv ot tils career, 101 out of 118 in 40 
minutes, was scored against Yorkshire ft 
included seven sixes, hit clean out of the 
ground, off the legendary Wilfred Rhodes 
Only faster hundreds .ire Percy fVndcr’s 3‘i 
minutes m 1920 and Chris Old’s 17 minutes 
lloi Yorkshire against Wjiwukshiiel in 
1977 Jessop shares with Clive Lloyd ihe 
lecord foi fastest double ceiituiy In making 
2Kb tor Gloucestei shire against Sussex in 
1901, he posted his 200 in 120 minutes, as 
did Lloyd in making 201 not out foi the West 
Indies against Glamorgan 73 years later 
fessop also occupies third place on the list of 
fastest double ceiituiie-.—130 minutes for 
the lirst 200 ot 234 against Somc^-set in 
190S—one minute better than V'lctor Frum- 
pci took over the first 200 of his 293 against 
C,antGrbury at Christchurch, 1913-14 

2 J H tjim) Sinclair, whose century in 80 
minutes was made at Cape Town against the 
powerful Australian team of 1902 The off 
spinnci who got him for a duck in the first 
innings and whose first ball in the second 
innings was hit out of the ground was Bill 
Howell 

IGA (Aubrey) Faulkner His lemarkable 
double against England at Johannesburg 
was achieved in 1909-10 His triumphant 
torn of Australia was made the following 
year 

4 Victor Trumper The South African captain- 
wickctkccpcr who described Trumper's 
knock as flawless was P W Sherwell 
9 Don Bradman, in ihe third Test of the 
1932-33 senes against South Africa, in Mel¬ 
bourne He made 167, the 98 minutes he took 
for his century being his fastest time to 
reach three figures in a Test. 
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ACROSS 

I Iwfi li.ld hriilqf' lo'tm (6) 
f r.itdtn.illv AkbtU s (1 W 

6 T ! nl.ivcr qoc’S ior H drink bffoie the 

qdiMi' (‘i| 

7 Lo li.nriql.idesh ciirrenr v dtirincj K;i 

Mil I'll 

H Oi'iup Ilf wnlves in cards Mi 

II /\ifv (iiiiiT arid Gene (‘ii 

Wiiwu'i n( indlHii Gtii’ii OnH sounds 
'iH. suh(!(ini| ,■! Iho necK iSl 
l‘j I Inifliim.ilili' (in card titble (4) 

16 No! an odd ti-niiis couple ('ll 
1/’ fluqei Biiiny s ni(' name (6l 
i‘i (.(riuliKi iTHisK wtiilc- 'iinnirui relavs 
(hi 

.'II Played 'jn the fionton ttinquet and 
liirii e I'tire 


1 t-ill viKii pen when taKinq a break in 
(orkei a>) 

? ! e,iK (rm tjji and walk ufistairs (4) 
4 M indlikova was rhiisluned thus (4i 
6 Snaiter windows in the bnliards room 
ovoi and over again (b) 
n A wncjer at Ihe race course (31 
10 Fagar photoyiaphor (3) 

IJ Hosts ^o' the'forthroming World Cup 
hoi'key ascend ibl 
14 Tri'iogganinq at St Mont-! (6| 

17 kather of gymnastics |4i 

18 Goalkeeper at your rescue (4) 

(Solutions next week) 


wQuiz 


Choat' 


QUESTIONS 


Identity the following gold medallists 

1 Kitei Son 

2 Juan Carlos Zabala 

3 Anton Geesink 

4 Wilhelm Ruska 

5 Armin Hary 

6 Otis Oavis 

7 Lynn Davies 

B Mildred Oidrikson 

9 Takashi Ono 

10 Henri Ericsson 


Sporty 







HA F HA ! HOW Rmr YVU 11 
WCfWSrDNiyfl CAN 
HAROcysee vooFOR 
, DUST ANO CINDERS V ^ 








ANSWERS 

1 Marathon race champ'on from Japan 
1936 

2 Marathon race champion from Argen¬ 
tina, 1932 

3 Winner in judo (Open caiegory) from 
Holland, 1964 

4 Winner in judo (heavyweight categ¬ 
ory) from Holland, 1972 

5 100 metres sprint winner (1960) from 
Germany 

6 400 metres run champion from the 
USA, 1960 

7 Long jump champion from Great Bri¬ 
tain, 1964 

8 Gold medal winner (USA) in 'women s 
javelin throw and 80 metres hurdles, 
1932 

9 Gymnastics gold medallist from 
Japan Men's horizontal bar 1956 and 
1960 and in Horse vault (joint) I960 

10 1,500 metres run champion (1948) 
from Sweden 


SOLUTiOM TO CROSSWORD NO 115 
















tmMlUOn TO OU «W| WOIUIWWIIW. 


Question box 


■■■■■■■■■■iAn tW’ 's bv Siirtr.ir "jKlV'i 

Prithlrai Nandy, Ranchi. 

Q. How many sixes and fours did Kapil Dev 
hit in his knock of 126 no against West 
indies in Delhi in 1979-80’’ 

A. No sixes and 18 lours 
Q When did Pronob Roy make his debut in 
Ranji Trophy for BengaP What was his 
score in the match’’ 

A Pronob Roy made a hundred on his 
debut—105 for Bengal vs Assam at Dibru- 
garh in 1978-79 

R K ChatlariBe, Hooghly 
Q Who was the first professional cricketer to 
be appointed captain of England and when'’ 


A. Len Hutton who was the first professional 
cricketer to be honoured with captaincy of 
England—in the 4-Test senes against India 
in England in 1952 

S.K.Ratngurhia, Calcutta. 

Q. How many boundanes and sixes were hit 
by Bradman in his 334 at Leeds in 1930’’ 
A No sixes and 46 fours 
Aaholi Baipal, Oaibhanga 
Q What was Richard Hadlee's bowling 
analysis in both innings of the Wellington 
Test against England in 1977-78’’ 

A. 28-5-74-4 and 13 3-4-26-6 

Rainesh Kumar Jam, Yathyanlpur. 

Q Is the batsman allowed to change his 
batting position trom left-hand to nght-hand 
or vice-versa, in the same innings’ 

A Ye-, but he must inform the umpire of his 


Asilok Kumar Singli, DIbnigarti. 

Q Where, whan and against whom Bapu 
NadkarnI made his debut in Tests’ What is 
his career record? 

A. Bapu Nadkami played his first Test 
against New Zealand at Delhi in 1955-56 
and in 41 Tests since then, he scored 1/14 
runs fa 25 70 and captured 88 wickets (u 
29 07 

R K Dhanufca, Howrah. 

0 Has Jeff Thomson captured Chetan 
Chauhans wicket in any of the Tests in 
1977-70 in Australia’ 

A Yes, once in the second innings of the 
second Test at Perth when A D Ogilvie 
caught him olf Thomson's bowling 


Bridge 


tifins Itchapirti 


t'li'.lilt" Kitiil.i'i:. in tlic Mi.lLinii', cin 
hdvinn .1 gond v«’'ii, with llin Coninuin 
MarKi't C iMriipionshi()', in April iVav 
(i.ii'i ri.iw till' full turnpcar. Chainpi.iri 
',hip'. If ',Lhi*ikili'j Irom PoliinJ 1 vnd 
.''iiiitl'ing dbinit 'iiii (,)pp'i Idain l,l;il 
wti-k, tmt I iirii pli-aa'il I'l ■,iiy that the 
'■.ell’ lion nt the laclif',' tfari’ wd', Ic^', 
roritiri'’f>t‘,i,il Tlif li'fim iip KpIi-'!, ’ondbim- 
tii kni iioMi'i' Nil ol.T (.irgurthly 
t iiii)(jt-‘'s lini',1 wnniiiri pioyi'r riii:, 
wi't-i''-. liiKio '.ti'i'iv-, to ti,ij lull Nnolil';, 
t.ii.licnl riwrtii'n"'.', at th-.' tahlo - and 
'iht; wci only di'tijridinq a (miI .,forp ir, 
.1 iTiatfl, Hir'd on .ici()ii'ga1''l 

4 k V I. ‘j 

v;’ A 9 

<> K ij 'j; t, 

♦ 'I :■ 

4 f I •!' •' 

J HI B 
0 I'll' 

4 A 0 10 / 

♦ ' 

0 / fi!. 4 

r'' A i, ) 

^ ^ >11- ‘ • 
Tt f‘ liHldiiK) A.ij ‘.irnplc 

SOl'Tl NOPTH 

1 O' 

I '/ I ♦ 

1 M I Pc' .' 

■ind. a-. '/JO' Ni< (il.j lad ll'i' '■! 

.siiadr'j, Nijirriidly df larci tl <0 tietli'i 
t'j pl.iy Ihw lion' cliii'iniy Uh -i looiici m 
tv,i. I" till , 1 ' ‘iilij,iti(in;, Init I',' held a< 
till k 111 ‘•■ight an 1 d was mil inipD'jMhlr' 
that '//r'st hii'l II d away iroiii 4|i A 
So up wniit diin'my'j Kirig In lo„f tn tho 
A. 1 ' 1 he thran ,-,| ,i.adi's r ami' Imi'I- .ind 
V'l'st vjor, with till' J.i, M ttif' 1 art! that 
she Wii; niawii h' lin'd aftr-i thi' If'di! ol 
llii’ Oui’i'ii Ni'/t I iiiTin the- load id th*' 
twj ,'l '.li.ldf",, IhiniKjti diiiii'iiy's 4^ 0 h 
Woll, '/nil h,ivf' (lu* .sod, otncwisi' tho'i-' 
w(iiil,l li.iM i.i'c'i II.)'liny lIo'I' ll"! mis 
Olio:. .I'll and .'iit si tl" si. to lu'.o t,i 
Fa it’s f‘ir|hl tl.on w.o lo.iilv im r.i .li 
til 1 . 1 ' tl th" i,4st sp.iit" .u'lt I a .t took ttio 
^■■upn^tllnlty la pu'h th:f)ai)li a ' luh In 
'■i/r'sl'*. OiH'i n I holt w.is : il 'i i paiiii 
aari Wf'st 'lUioUv p.i'lioci thimipli ih-' 
J,i( k "I lic.i't'. to ost.iPlis'i tf.o 'ovoidi 
tint toi tho duteiidor:, hf'iii* ilo'-l.troi 


1 ould ( nnir t.' tho O'tra tii'k fnnt ho 
h.lil ' 1 ,'f'dod loiiti Itio stait 
Last week’s quiz. A roadoi askod d 
it wa:, silly la play tho doulilo of a pio 
I'liiptivf. hi'i 101 lake nut and sn cpvo up 
Itlo p'l'^l.lbllltV ot lUi (dtlVO ponaltlOB 
1 don't hnd d i.illy at all Tlio duiihk has 
.ilway:. stiuuk nio as l.ir and away thi' 
r insl flo>,tiio weapnn aqainot thioi' tains 
parinf'i dnosn'l tiavi to hid i[ ho lias 
I'Otf-iitial Iruinn tni ks, anrj youi '.idr s 
hidd'nn 'Will st irl (i| you plan tn dn .iny 
construrtivo bidding) as lovr as possitilo 
It ynu tiavo a vory stinng tiaiid wdh 
valuo'. in thou '.u't a', will, ynu ran tiid 
ii'i tl imps and, witt' simply trump 
till k.. iti'd liitio olse, you tiavo a uni 
foit.ihlo pas;) paitnoi is still tlHuol 
This week's quiz. Ilio othei buio nl 
tho modal At Inof all you linar, ttiioo- 
rliili'.'in your lott, followed tiy Iwu passos 
D) ',' 1)0 laku any ar tion with A 10 7 -1 
V' A9H3 C A 744 4 2? 


Chess 


HHHIHHHHHHHHHHHHBr'i'U'r ri^rko 

L'uili.h , hn ,b o()oiiod up liobti ground 
Iasi l)it)ruafy whon a party.bponsoied hy 
Hidr.li C.th'donian Airways and H T 
I’..tts1,i|i| I Id tiiado .1 ; hurt tour ot Cllrna, 
' iirnpot'fK) iri a urntauied touinarnr.'rit 
arid riiat'.h ovoril with C tiiriOjf' playorb 
Not III. Illy yisio ago ttiO latlor w 'ro 
almost iriliioly uni iir)wn oiitbiOo thou 
own I Duotiy, tu.ll .ill that lias swiftly 
itiaiiqiil 'll miji h 50 tliat they rnan- 
aep'd to bo.l1 our s.de, wtiioh t.ontaiiied 
qraridriiastors 'jpoi'Iniari and Koeno, in 
tti>' bones nt niatoho. However, the 
nvoidll individual tournament ended in a 
I loar ''I .lory lor Kobert BeHiri with hJ/11, 
undelealt'd and 1) pts ahead of the field 
Flo d'.'bcntiO) lilt' lollowing game a.s his 
molt .salistying win ol tlm tournament rn 
hf report ol Ilio Irrp rn the AprtI-May 
ibsuo ol Ctii'is this i overs not only the 
play htjt il;.o gives a lull aocoiint ot 
the boi lal anri .igtitsooing ebperLs of the 
♦our, leavinc) the locidt'i in no aouLt about 
its qieal birr' ess 

Whir' Chen, Bl,ivk Beilin. O'u i ii'b P.iwii, 
tiuti I'L)i'*i*'ir o (Snauijtiil, lyyi ) 

1P-Q4, P-KB4, 2KI-KB3. P-K3 

3 P - B3 . .. 

1 Ilf Chiiiw aiL woll bi'hiiid ub 111 Knowli>rJgo 
Ilf iipor'ino theory Narrnally White Oanrhettoes 
Ilf hii'ii's Btshoo 1)1)1 hero ht pooi for another 
^et up 


3...B-K2, 4 0-B2. P-Q4 

SB-B4. KI-KB3: 6P-K3,S-0 
7Kt-K$, QKt-Q2. BKt-Q2,KtxKt 
tBxKt,B-Q3: 10Kt-B3,8'-Q2 

11B-Q3,Q-K1; 12 P-QR4, P -OR4 

130-0, B-B3; 14R-R2, K-RI 

1SKR-R1 ... 

While's plan is, In L'/|).iiia on IIil’ Q side dy 
P OKU I" ii.'biv.nsi Bl.ir k nnlur.iHy l.uiiii hi s 
tiis pri)ji'cted a'.sdult nil Ihi' elhi > wuiu 

1S...Q-R4; 10P-QKU. K1-Kt$ 

17BxB, PxB; 10 O - K2, P - KKt4 
10P-KU.B.Q2; 20P-B4, PxP 

21 B X OBP, R - B3; 22P-R3, Kt-R3 
23P-K4.PxP; 240xP,P-KtS 
2S Q X OKtP, 9R - 20 P X P . .. 

KBJ: 

tli'll'i, lliouvjlU "I, Id )! B ‘e'l. '1 Ill'll' 1 * lianri* 
N'I'a Uliirk win*, h/ t.'n o 

2C...KtxP, 27QxB, R-R3 

20 K-B1, Q-R8ch. 20 Kt-Ktl, R-R7 
30 Q X OP, O X Pch; 31 K - K1, Q X Ktch 
12 B - B1, R(R7) X P; 33 Reiigns 
Comnetition G400. i,''liili" > i"',' .ei k 


til 1' k 



Wh.li 


Blai k III pitiv flow did Ihi iianu hiiisli > Luade 
J tnipdiiim) Piiru'j ol £10 tor Ihi' liisl three 
torri'Ct solutions Send yours, on a pobfra'd to 
Cliosb Conipelilion G48(), ihv Sundai hmok, 
IP Coley Street, london WC99 OY f, by July 11 
Solution to 040$ (Byrne - Llborxon, Biel, 
1070). (2kr3r'Qp1q1ppp/p2p4/3P4/n4N1n/ 
3R1B2fPPP3PP/2K4R - White to play.) 
Byrne < uncluded the game iii violent attar kinij 
'.tylf 24 Kt KbI, PxKt, 25 P. P, 0 0B2 
2Ci 0 «8ih, C-Ktl, 27 BxPil, K B2. 
28 0 1 P, 0 > B 29 0 r tst. and Blai k resiuned 
(Ihi' throat of 3i) R - OB3c h etc is loo strong) 
Problem No 11S1. Solution next week 
N. A. Macleed (Sc/iach Eiho, 1976) (142K3/ 
r1p1p3/IBn1N1np/1pBR/1pP1k3/bOB/8Pp4/ 
3N1R1b-10 white men; 12 black.) 

White to play ai'il male in two moves 
Solution to No 11M (Porry). (2N2B2/4p3/ 
R1p$/3h2K1/2ptb1N1/2P2R2/sq2/S-mat# in 
two.) 1 R - K3 (rugrwang) (a) 1 . K - B4, 
2R-R5;{b)t . K-K3, 2 0-B6, (c) 1 . 
P-B4. 2 Ktx P. (d) 1 . . P-K3: 2 Kt-Kt6: 
(e) 1 . P-K4, 2 0-B7; (f) 1 .B-B4: 

2R-K5 





The BHtaimia 
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Letters to the Editor 


No politics 

T he Indian football team. 

which performed bril¬ 
liantly in the Metdeka 
tournament, would have 
won but tor an iniudiciuus 
selection polity Politics 
happens to be the dominat¬ 
ing factor in the minds of 
the selectois while choosing 
the team. It is indued a 
great pity that the skill and 
ability ot certain players 
and their experience and 
competence are sometimes 
overlooked It i.s politics 
which has shattered the 
hopes ot certain talented 
playeis of gaming inclusion 
in the squad It has been 
ptoved time and again that 
Ashoke Chose and others 
are engaged in the worst 
kind of politics which has 
destioyed the diuam of 
many a voung player These 
officials aie entirely moti 
vated by their own selfish 
ends while rhey are not in 
the least interested in Indi¬ 
an soccer Thev should give 
up this attitude d India is lo 
perform well in the coming 
Asian Games in Delhi 

PRAHLAD GHOSH, 
Calcutta 

National unity 

T he fact that Mohamme¬ 
dan Spotting Club 
emerged champions of the 
Senior Division Football 
la^-ague this year is of gieat 
significant First, ii 
showed the loyally of the 
noii-Muslim players tcwaids 
their club Secondly, it indi 
cated president Erfan 
Randenair.s sinteie efioits 
to assemble bright and 
piomi.sing playeis from va 
nous clubs of Calcutta and 
form a strong team Duiing 
pre-Partitiori days Muham 
medan Sporting Chib had 
only Muslim players due to 
the fact that t'hete were 
plenty of Muslim players 
then in the country At that 
time, the aim of every Indi¬ 
an footballer was to set ab¬ 
out destroying the suprema¬ 
cy of the Whites in football 
This was the common foice 
that bound our own soccer 
stars Mohun Bagari was the 
first Indian team to break 
the stranglehold of the Brit¬ 
ish supremacy when they 
won the I F A Shield in 
1911 Thereafter, Moham¬ 


medan Sporting Club lifted 
the Dutand Cup in 1944 
Mohammedan Sporting's 
feai this veal was sigiiiD- 
cani because plavers ot 
vaiying backgrounds, both 
Muslim and non Muslim, 
combined hatmoiiioiisiv to 
loim a winning tiutlit This 
should go a long way in 
solving the communal prob¬ 
lem whuh toiinented Cal 
Lutta soccei last seat 
SVRRNDRA BHOWMICK 
and 

SAiriV ZAMAN 
Hthrufiaili 

Interesting 

T he ail ides tin Sved Kii- 
mani and Kodniv Maish 
were noi onlv inieicsiing 
but also vei\ g'loil iliitl 
theie been an .mule on 
Alan Krioit ii would li,i\e 
been even mote fitting 
A, an ardent lovei of 
spoil, I am eager Is looking 
lorwaid to fiitiiie issues o) 
.S’pojtsH-o/W SMilt stidt am 
des 

T M C VASl DI VAN. 

Calcutta 

Incorrect 

I N the caption given undei 
the pic 1111 e winch ' 
appealed along witli ili< 
articU. “Bhopal Hockey 
tangle settled lin.illv'' in i 
the issue of September It), it ' 
ha-- been stateil t'uit Aslam | 
Shei Khan fust plased in an ] 
All India louiiiament in - 
19f>l To the best of inv \ 
knowledge Aslam .Slier j 
Khan is not more than -11, 
and hence tould not Imve 
plaved itii Sadia ('ollege in 
1%1 

R .s' Ra/:ha\an. 

Hinnhav , 

Factual errors | 

T HFRIs weie two tadiiat | 
errors in the at title . 
“Profile in Cour,ige’' in voiii 
issue of Sepiemher 9 under 
‘Sportspeople’. First, custo¬ 
dian Mir Riiriian Negi, to | 
the best of my knowledge, I 
never played as a forward in | 
the Intel-Varsity Hockey | 
Tournament Howevei, he 
did plav as a fonvard lor his 
college in the Intei- 
Lollegiate tournament 
Secondly, , 1 s far as my know¬ 
ledge goes, the I H F has 
placed an order with a lead 
ing him of Jullundiii to pro¬ 
vide standard equipment of 
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international specifications 
to every player for the Euro¬ 
pean tour. So, the question 
of special shoes for astro¬ 
turf is irrelevant in the pre¬ 
sent context. 

S. B QURESHI, 
Indore. 

Congratulations 

C ONGRATULATIONS to 
Mohun Bagan for re¬ 
maining unbeaten against 
East Bengal in all the en¬ 
counters so far—in the Fed¬ 
eration Cup, the League and 
the I F.A. Shield This is a 
: great achievement for a 
I team which was considered 
the third side this year 

BISWANATH PAUL, 
Bongaon. 

HEARTIEST congratula¬ 
tions to B S Chan- 
drashekhar, India’s former 
Test spinner, tor being bes¬ 
towed with honorary life 
membership of the M C C. 
He IS the first bowler fiom 
the South to receive this 
honour We Indians should 
be proud of him 

RAJIV DUTTA. 

Sindri 


1 TAKE this opportunity 
to thank Sportsworld 
foi providing us with two 
excellent articles on Feiry 
Alderman The blow-up of 
Alderman was also superb 
Thanks again for bunging 
back the comic stiip 
‘‘SPORTY" 

SVSHAVAN BASU, 
Calcutta 

THANKS to Sarajit Ueb for 
his report on “Indian squad 
to Merdeka” which, I hope, 
will convince our selectors 
about the dtawbacks of this 
team 

NIRMAL KUMAR PAUL, 
Ranchi. 

Attontlon 

W E would like to draw 
the attention of the 
selection committee of the 
Indian Football As.sociatiun 
(I F.A ) through this letter 
Considering the fact that 
Bengal’s performance in the 
last Santosh Trophy was 
very- poor, it is felt that it 
would have been better had 
the selectors been mure 
realistic in selecting the 
team This feeling is promp¬ 
ted by the fact that last year 
many experienced players 
were excluded from the 
team on the grounds that 
youngsters should be given 
a chance. While nobody will 
dispute the necessity of in¬ 
fusing fresh blood in the 



team, it is not a wise policy 
to pursue this principle at 
the cost of players who are 
indispensable to the team 
One hardly finds a reason to 
justify the axing of Subrata 
Bhattacharya and Prasun 
Banerjee. The reason for 
their exclusion can be attri¬ 
buted to misunderstandings 
between these players and 
the officials in question 
This year’s Bengal team 
for the Santosh Trophy 
should be selected from i 
among the following play¬ 
ers; Bhaskar Ganguly (vite- 
captain), Compton Dutta, 
Subrata Bhattacharya (cap¬ 
tain), Monoranjan Bhat¬ 
tacharya, Shyamal Baner¬ 
jee, Mihir Bose, Piasun 
Banerjee, Pra.santa Baner¬ 
jee, Manash Bhattacharya, 
Majid Baskai and Surajit 
Sengupta Reserves Shivajt 
Banerjee, Samar Bhat- 
tacharva, Moidul Islam, 
Aloke Mukherjee, Gautam 
Sarkar, Krishnendu Roy, 
Xavier Pius, Shabbir Ah, 
and Bidcsh Bose 
SANJEEB BOSE, SHANTA- 
NU NANDY and AN JAN 
CHATTERJEE, 

Calcutta 

Unfair 

T he views expressed bv 
Sanjeev Mehta regard¬ 
ing Karsan Ghavri in the 
issue of September 16 were 
indeed surprising, he has 
undoubtedly underesti 
mated Ghavti for some un¬ 
known reasons 

Karsan was excluded 
from the New Zealand- 
bound Indian team at a time 
when he was definitely the 
best medium pacer in the 
country. Obviously, he was 
diopped because of reasons 
other than merit, theiefore I 
he had every reason to be 
shocked. It is admitted that 
Ghavri can nevei be treated 
on par with Kapd insoiat as 
talent is concerned, but wc 
should not be oblivious of 
the fact that when Ghavri 
entered the Test scene the 
Indian spinners—Bedi, Pra- 
sanna, Chandra and Venk- 
dt—were the heroes, while 
he used to bowl only a few 
overs in the initial part of 
the innings before the spin 
nets took over Further, 
when Kapil appeared on the 
Test scene the great spin¬ 
ners were well on their way 
downhill 

Moreover, circumstances 
have never permitted Ghav- 
ri to play his natural game 
as a batsman 
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Palmolive Shave Cream has oxclusive 
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My life in Denmark 


PRAKASH PADUKONE describes his new lifestyle in Copenhagen, 
where he has signed a contract with Akai and Yonex. The photographs 

are by KENNETH EWALD 

F OL(,OW1NLi the AM Fn;>land 1 needed some nine away from the so in Iceland simply because the siati- 
t( uinament in Mdrcli this veai. I game, away fiom the pressure and daid ot badminton there is not very 
underwent stienuous training True, I tension that accompanies top-flight high at all This made it so much easiei 
iiad mv own pioblems last season competition Luckily foi me, there to telax and take it easy Iheie was 
although I managed to end the season we'e no mator international toiirna iiesei any tension and I louiid it veiv 
(Itiite satistactoiih by rcsiching the ments immediately aftei th” All- easy to wind down 
final ot the All Fngland England, so I wa.s able to fake one and It was. all in all. an extiemely eniov- 

It was inipeiatice that I have a bit of a half months oft on holiday, so to able tup since Iceland is quite cliffe 
a rest ,tttei the All England, lot the speak I went to Greece foi about a lent fiom most oiliei Euio|ieaii coun j 
simple reason that I played a lot of week and gave up naming completely tiies 1 actiiallv saw some live \olta- | 
badininton ocei the last two years, for an entire month I then went on to noes iheie on my tiavels In addition, I j 
most ot It without a lireak Trying to Iceland, where I played a couple ol also attended Danish classes foi six 
inamtain one's toim ovei such a long exhibition matches 1 also played a weeks in ihe summei, so 1 keiif mvs‘’lf 

{ leiiod IS indeed a ditticult task and couple of games in Sweden as well In occupied'lianiiowundeistandalitile 
lelieve me. It takes a gieai deal out ot Iceland. I played with Ray Stevens, the ot the Danish language and can also 
you both mentally and physically England number one This was in the speak a smattering of ii as well 1 
There is iMoiigh piessure on you be- last week of April and fwimed part ol 1 only coinmeiued tiainiiig again in I 
cause sou aie a tanked playei in the the tiaining for the coming season the middle ot Mas atiei a wondeilul | 

eves ol the world and there is the Besides, it also gave me a chance to test I did a lot of longdistance run 
(orisiant leai that your form might do .some sightseeing and to take mv mng in the siimiriei. a peiiod when 
suddenly elude you But that is some- mind off the game This would not most ot the top players in Europe take 
thing s'ou have to piii up with all the necessarily have been an easy task in a bleak fiom the game, pieferiing 
tune another couiitiy, but 1 was able to do instead to devote then attention to 


i Ptakj',h Olu> Maldort {Diwcior of Akai) and Finn Jacobsen iFrakashs manaoor and president ot the Hvidovre Badminton Club) 











other things. Some of them take to 
tennis, others prefer running, while 
still others might prefer to do nothing 
at all. 

All clubs in Denmark are closed foi 
about two months in the summei, but 
our club, the Hvidovie Badminton 
Club, has a special suniniei training 
programme for physical fitness 

I used to run with the club team on 
two occasions every week—Tuesdays 
and Thursdays Normally, howevei, 
mv programme is chalked out by mv 
coach Svend Carlson Incidentallv, he 
has also coached Svend Pn and Leiie 
Koppvn in the past and has also been 
in chaige of physical training foi both 
the Dutch national teams, the men's 
and women’s It would be an extiemely 
haid task to locate a man who has a 
more thorough knowledge of the game 
and all it involves His knowledge is 
unbelievably thorough and he is also 
excellent when it tomes to physical 
training 

Apart from all this, he wa.s a veiv 
famou.s athlete himself till just a cou¬ 
ple of years ago That might seem 
imiedible when one considers the fact 
ihai he is 42 at present, but he is so fit 
that he looks much youngei It was he 
who was mainly respoasible for m.\ 
staging a comeback alter a bad patch 
earliei in the season last yeai He is a 
great person and a pleasure to woik 
with 

Besides having plaved with the top 
lianish baclmintoii stats like Fiost, 
1 lemming and Svend Pn I also went 
to London and Stockholm vvheie 1 wms 
able to get in some games with holh 
Lnglish and Swedish plaveis In Stock¬ 
holm I played with Thomas Khilstrom, 
the Swedish number one, in the iiist 
week of June We played an exhibition 
match against one anothei on June 4 
m Stockholm, after which I went on to 
I ondon in the first week of July 1 
stayed there eight days to tram with 
some of the leading English players, 
including Ray Stevens, Kevin jolly, 
Nick Yates 

1 hnd these trips extiemely benefi¬ 
cial in two wavs Firstly, one gets the 
oppoitunity to piactise with different 
playeis, thereby avoiding the dangei 
of getting used to one or two oppo¬ 
nents This way, you get used to play¬ 
ing against various players and you are 
kept on voui toes constantly to thwart 
them in then bid for victoiy Let me 
stress at this point that practice match¬ 
es are not taken lightly by either of the 
participants, fur such games are vital 
to a player’s development The second 
reason is that one gets to know the 
players betrer, on a personal basis It 
was a good experience for me since 1 
was staying with Khilstrom and 
Stevens in Stockholm and London re¬ 
spectively 

I ALSO played in the inauguial 
xWorld Games at Santa Clara, Cali¬ 
fornia, in the last week of July, but I 
lost in the semi-finaL to Cheng Lee of 
China with the scureline reading 18- 
14 , 18 - 16 . It was the first time in mv 
career that I had played against him. 
is ranked number two in China at 


pie.sent and has a very puweiful 
smash An added asset is chat he can 
smash on both flanks with an identical 
action and this serves to confuse oppo 
iients to the extent of getting them m 
some sort of a laiigle 

Anothei ut his stiong points is (hat 
he makes contact with the shuttle very 
early by jumping in the an This tactic 
IS Ins main weapon anil as can be 
expected, it is latliei lethal He is an 
impiessive plavei and one who should 
not be taken hghtlv 

There were othei impoitant featuies 
of the hadinniton ,ii the W«ild Games 
Morten Frost Hansen beat Lieni Sw'ie 
King loi tlu‘ fust time in bis careei 
Molten emeiged vutoiuuis in thiee 
games, this was m ilit oihei semi linal 
Howevei, Morieii lost to Cheng Lee in 
ihe iinal, anothei match that went to 
thiee games It was a very close en- 
conntci, but both jilaveis weie 
obviously veiv tired in the i losing 
stages 



There was rarbei an absurd reason 
for this The semi-tmals and the finals 
were played on the same day, the 
semi-final games in the afternoon ses¬ 
sion and the Imal in the the evening 
This IS very unu.sual, to sav the least 
and the organisers should have leal 
ised that the plaveis would need a test 
befuie the final It was the least that 
could have been done, but appaicnilv 
there was no othei alteinative It cei 
tainly was an evi opener—and a 
idtliei unpleasant one at that--foi the 
participants 

On the whole, there weie some ex 
cellent mate he s on view, but the iiiitoi 
tunate part of the whole affair was 
that media coverage was extreinelv 
poor In addition, attendance duiing 
the touinament was a maioi letdown 
It might seem strange, but there weie 
not more than 800 spectatois jiieseni 
at the final In my estimation, theie 
are two main reasons for this Fiistly, 
the game itself is not very pojiular in 
the United States of America Second 


ly, there |usi was not enough publicity 
foi the event, either on the ladio or on 
television 

Anothei impoitant aspect of the 
badnnntun event at the World Games 
was that iioi a single Indonesia'i player 
tiguied in aiiv of the finals This was 
something of a phenomenon, surely, 
judging horn the fact that they hav’e 
dominated the game loi so many 
years It has finally begun to look as 
though then supremacy is being chal¬ 
lenged at last, and in no unceitain 
teims at that China have now 
emerged as their mosr serious i ivals It 
was something ol a shock to the bad¬ 
minton frateiniiy to see lour of the 
live titles were captured b\ Chinese 
plaveis The only exception was the 
mixed doubles, which title was 
claimed bv Thomas Kbilstiom in part- j 
rieiship wiib (>iliidii (>ilks I 

t omiiig back to mv Denmaik j 
rout me. I geneiallv lollow two mam 
sessions, moinmg and evening I nor¬ 
mally play in the mnining .is it isnuicli 
easier to get a court fit that tune 
Latei, 111 the evening, theie is quite a 
lush loi the courts so one* >.as lo wail 
For this reason. 1 preter the moining 
as It cuts out the rush and the problem 
of w.iiting toi ii court 

In the evenings it is eithei plivsical 
tiaining oi stioke piaciue If it is not 
these iwfi, then 1 piaitise with the club 
iiMiii 1 pifiv on two Ol thiee occ.isions 
a week with Fiost and genetallv twice 
a week with Svend l‘i i Flemming 
Dlefs, who had been wuiking with 
Yoiiex - one of mv sponsots—all these 
veais, resigned lecently and instead 
has now started Ins own sports busi¬ 
ness 'He has accpiired the agency loi 
“Fatiick” shoes, a very popular 
Fiench brand Because ot his now 
business coinmitmeiits, he has veiv 
little time lo devote to the garni* 

I am now leeliiig much bettei at j 
Copenhagen and have got ovei a luiiii 
her of niv initial jiiobiems and siumb 
ling blocks Ot conise, it is veiv 
strange to be in a new connirv and to 
tty and adapt to a lompleiely new 
lifestyle, a far civ liotn the one 1 was 
habituiited to in India I hav'e things I 
orgarised now ,incl so 1 have lower ^ 
problems I have got used ni inv sur j 
loutidings. have ni.tde a .cw new i 
triends and have .dsn goi used to ihe j 
food and the weathei —impoitant i 
aspects, the last two j 

Besides, 1 have hec-ii lieliied a gnat i 
deal by my tiiatiagei Finn Jacobsen, 
whose family have been ixiieniely 
gcxid to me Tlieif are also two or three 
Indian families who aie helping me to 
a great extent, so f am moie at ease 
now than I w,is when I first came 
across here, hut I suppose fhai was 
only to be expected witfi the passage 
of time 

Mv )>ifsi‘!n contiaci with Akai ex 
pires in N'ovemhci this veai, bur I 
iiaveii'i decided on wh.ct mv next move 
should be However, 1 will be taking a 
decision on whether tci leriew the 
contract or not tn the neai future 

1 am now looking forward to playing 
the Indian Masteis in November 


News: International 


China comer 
the lion’s 
share of glory 


ASHIS RAY reports on the recently concluded 
Masters Badminton tournament 


A YEAR and a huif a^o, Prakash 
'’adiikoiit' Uifiked un\l()ppal)le 
The Masteis iide ot 1979 and rhe 
All t.iiKland hdwii ot 1980 weie hoih 
in hi> satihel, and ho had rhe 
badminton world .it his teer But tare 
has not smiled on him siiko then In 
th( iiitornn. ho has lost the All 
I'ai^l.ind, was deprived of the status ot 
official world ehampioii in Indonesia, 
and has now been sunk in the Masters 
loi the second time Wheie does he ro 


liom lieie-' 

leii months pi loi to this, I’t.ikasli, 
unhapps about the laikot competition 
at home and lined by contracts from 
Yorex and \kai, who lacilitated the 
aiiani’emeni with a Uanish club, left 
home and went to Copenhagen The 
object was to siisi.iin his eniinence, 
indeed to imjirove upon it 

But despite the advanced training 
methods, the oppoitunitv to pinctise 
with the likes ol Morten Frost Hansen 


Morten Frost Hansen and Lene Koppen share a tense moment 


and Fleming Delfs. his game appears 
to have lost its edge In contiast. 
Hansen, although uiiimpiessivc in the 
leceiit Masteis has notched up 
lemaikable victoric's in the period 
concerned, winning more pii/e monev 
than anvonc* else, and possibly 
benetiting Irom the presence ot the 
Indian 

Yet Frukash. whose touch play was a 
sight to behold, somehow does not 
iiiclic ate the same “feel” of the shuttle 
He was seem to tely heavily on the 
smash in the match with the Chinese 
niimbei one, Han .[lan, but the 
absence ol basic athleticism in his 
approach makes this a weapon he can 
harcllv bank upon Perhaps it is the 
huiopeaii influt-'nce which is 
uneai thing this element of powei in 
his style 

But the tiagedv is. he has not quite 
masteied this ttend, while the 
inherent contiol ovei the subtler and 
more- artistic asirecis of the game 
seems to have deserted him to a 
certain extent His delerue. too, lock- 
like at one stage, is no longer as safe 
and sturdy as it used to be 

One lecall.s that in the Masters last 
ve.it, when Prakash had alieadv 
staiteci on the downward slide. Lietn 
Swie King, the winiiei ol the 
touriiament. would lesist unleaslung 
his ihundeioiis smaslu's unless ceriaiii 
of .1 kill Time and again in the All 




England six months earlier, the 
Indonesian had extended himself fullv 
for a smash, only to lind the Indian 
retrieve it with machine like 
efficiency, and sometimes, with a 
placement to boot 

But It was not the same Piakash in 
the Masters last month He recorded a 
significant victory ovei Han Jian, but 
neutralised the impact ot this with the 
defeat at the hands of the Chinese 
number two Luan Jin Franklv on the 
basis ol Ins initial showing in the 
touinament, not many would have 
fancied his piospects of icguiiiiiig the 
title 

He was taken to three games hv 
Thomas Kihlstrom ot Sweden Ik-1‘1, 
5 15, 15-4, and though not incnnvinced 
in any way bv Britain's Ke\ni Jolly, 
the Bangaloiean was not paitiiiilaiiv 
incisive in beating him 15 II, 15-8 All 
the s.ime, this paved the way toi a vital 
meeting between I’lakash and lain iii 
(Iroup “A” 'I he 25-yeai old pliysual 
instiiictor horn Cliiiia had got the 
betrei ot Kililstioiri <)iid [ollv as well, 
!)ur mose easily And. so, as tiiindieds 
ot people packed into the galleries at 
the Koval Allieit Hall, they came moie 
m anticipatiun ol a good match than a 
tiiiinipli loi 1‘iakash 

A win, logicallv, pointed in the 
diiectioii ot liitn, yvho li.icl eclipsed 
both King and Hansen cone incitiglv 
this year 

Aiivluiw. as c-y ei' tiociv si-ftled ilnyvn 
lot the late ii'glii clash a wind ot 
uncertainty siiddtnily began to blow 
across ttie iricloo; <iiena It hoc ante 
evident from the 'C'lv out ,et ili.i’ 
Piak.ish was III miK li ln'tlcT touch than 
he had tieen in his ivmi pi ey ions 
outings, and that his opponcoit had a 
leal fight in Ins hands 

The lust game was won hv Jiaii 
15-11, hut I’lukash was very tieai to 
clinching it wlu'n leading 118 A loss 
of coiiceniiatioti on the pan ot the 
Indian, hoyvewet, cle.iied the coast loi 
his opponent 

But the iiiglii was still young 
Pi.il'cish changed tactics m the second 
game, and, plavmg yvitli the ‘diafr 
subjected his iival to an uriusu.d 
exaniinaticm Anything leinoieK in the 
ail wa.s punished wiili a smash It the 
til St stroke did not woik, hang came 
file repeat Tliev weie not the hi Hiding 
smashes of King, but higlilv 
penetiarive as a result ol the accuiacy 
or the last second wiisfy changes ot 
directum It lett Jian's slightly suspect 
‘defence' nddled ivith holes, anil 
earned Prakash eight ot his lust nine 
points The Chinaman, down 1-8 and 
then recoveied somewhat but 

went down stionglv 15 M 

In the deciding game, Jian 
maiiitairied the pace up to h all, but 
was simply oiitplaved rhereatter, 
losing 15-8 This last patch witnessed 
Prakash at his vei> best The smash 
again played an iinpoitant part, but 
mote stimulating weie the drop shots, 
the ‘diibbles’ and the deceptive slices 
fiom the back couit. They left the 
redoubtable Chinese Icacien-louied, 
and gasping for breath 




/ndcwsici s Handmaid Chnstian (riqhl) and Bntain i 
(Jou/wes 

But It all came to iioughr as the 
toliiiyyiiig alteriiooii laiaii Jin, who 
h.icl heaten liiin in ilit last Asian 
(lames in K.uigkok tin ashed him 15-‘). 
15 8 in 15 minutes Aclmitiedly the 
(>8 minute strimgle with Iian, only lf» 
houis hetoie tlii-' liiial, had taken a lot 
out of Piakasli But that is no excuse at 
the highest keel ul the giiti.e Indeed, 
st.inima is ,is iiii]>oiiant as skill in the 
iiiiikiiig III a clnimpion Prakash 
ciiiilinilled seceial unloiceil eii'iis, 
looked slow on Ins leei and pist could 
not piessuiisc' his iippiirieiit 

He* diew icvel, after tiailing at 
nine •dl, hut tell inio an eriatic trot 
uninecliaic'Iy .itieiwaids and that 
coiichuled the- lust game In the 
sec Olid fit' loiketed ahead to 14 4, 
witli Pi.ikasli )ailing |)ii'y to some 
pulveiising (losscouil smashes The 
iattei s.iced thiee match points, hut it 
was all civet hai the shouting I hi‘ 
coniesi iic-cei rose to aiiv gieat 
heights, and iheie weie tew long 
rallie.s, hut China, (lattic ipatuig in tin 
Masters toi the fust time, had made it 
a ‘doiihle in the singles scene since’ 
eailiei, Zhang Ailing had outwitted 
Leoc' Koppen ol Deninaik, lasi veai's 
wmnei, 11 fa, 11 12, 11-fa 

5u, ail ecstatic moment lot China. 


Kevin Jotlv in then nonient ot virtarv in the men * 

hut amidst the .idmiiatioii tiom ,dl. 
one sensed the agoriv ol a iiiiiii who Inis 
the lalciil to he the woild's hesl yet 
c.innot deliyei the coup dc gi.icc 
Piakash I’adiikoiie 

Confronting him novy aie ilii 
challenges ol the iiidnin and D.iiiisti 
Masieis tom itamenis and tin lug 
cpiestioii IS cal', hi- cueiiide tie 
weakiiesst s and n iiiedv ihi I, mil, ih it 
have (lept into Ins I'.aciu Ills 
diavvhack is iiniuily his pny.iial 
ariiihuic-s. which he i irinor eiadicalt 
overniglu loi example tin lact that 
he haicllv laisc, liiiiiscl) liiuii tiu 
gioiiiul to eflect a smash evokes a l.uk 
ot elasticiiv in his mov t ineiits whii h is 
likelv to lejnaiii with hi i. Ii-i some 
time to 1 oine And tin ivdl c oiirinne to 
negate an aggii ssive ontliiok which e, 
c‘ssential it lit is to upgi adc he. c in n nt 
peiloi mance 

llowevei lie should ntoie e.i-'lv 
sinieecl in re disc ovei leg his .uii leiil 
gidsp over touch idav I his i.ue 
accoiiiietneiit lias alvvavs lu-e n Ills 
triim|i c.ltd, and it he Ciin leg.iin this 
genius his Wlle-to he on Hi llnendic-i 
can exfH'i t a niurt tiieinoi ahlt 
wedding piesent than the lunnei ops 
ni i/e in the Masn i s 
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Analysis 


Here comes 
Sri Lanka 

SCYLD BERRY, cricket correspondent of “The 
Observer” examines the nature of Sri Lanka cricket 
and assesses the country’s potential 


S ERENDIP, then Ceylon, now Sri 
Lanka, is the island which has fur¬ 
nished the word meaning “the ability 
to make happy discoveries”, serendip¬ 
ity In leturn, at the last ICt' meeting, 
the Sri Lankans were happy to discov¬ 
er that they had been proposed by 
India, seconded by Pakistan, and 
unanimously elected to full Test 
status. 

It IS only natural that doubts should 
exist as to whether the new members 
can sustain Test series abroad, or a 
number of Te.st match grounds at 
home, and a domestic competition of 
first-class standard. But since England 
and Australia founded the Test club, 
all new members have taken the best 
part of a generation to settle down It 
is unieasonable therefore to expect 
immediate results of Sii Lanka 
In playing terms, if at pre.sent they 
lack fast bowlers and a disciplined, 
five-day approach to the game, they 
offer wristy delights in spin bowling 
and batting Perhaps more important¬ 
ly, they will also bring to international 
cricket a standard of behaviour which 
> traditionalists at least will welcome, a 
j standard which only India these days 
can honestly claim to maintain 
Asked whether his team ever in¬ 
dulged in “sledging”, that modern 
practice of abusing a batsman in order 
to disturb his concentration, the assis¬ 
tant manager of their 1981 touring 
party replied disarmingly; “Sludging, 
what IS sludging?” Their gentle man¬ 
ners are perhaps what one might ex¬ 
pect from Buddhist cricketers. 

I'he Sn Lankans learnt all about 
cricket and its code of sportsmanship 
from British Raj-types and tea- 
planters So it IS a trifle embarrassing 
that it was the England touring side of 
1976-77, under the captaincy of A W 
Greig, which first acquainted them 
with gamesmanship, “sledging” and 
the modem tricks of the trade The 
younger players on tour for the first 
J time this year were sui prised—to the 
extent of culture shock—that cricket 
behaviour in Mother England was not 
as exemplary as they had been led to 
expect. Maybe the pupils can now help 
teach the masters. 

The game in Sri Lanka “took off” in 
1975 when they made their first tour 
to l^gland, wmch was also their first 


outside the Indian sub-continent The 
prestige that attaches to overseas tour¬ 
ing accelerated cricket’s ^owth in 
popularity, although it was already the 
primary sport. Their lop cricketers are 
now rivalled, for glamour, only by 
local film stars 

There are now tournaments for 
schoolboys of every age from 11 up¬ 
wards Banks and industry provide 
increasing amounts of sponsorship 
Live television coverage began with 
the Australians’ recent visit The gov¬ 
ernment subsidises (about £ 25,000 for 
their 1981 tour) In a country where 
the cost of living is low, the match fee 
to date, of 500 rupees 14) a day, has 
gone a long wav 

But even though semi- 
prof essionalism IS growing, Sn Lankan 
cricket is still essentially amateur, in 
that first and foremost the players 
plav out of enthusiasm (receiving no¬ 
thing but expenses for their tours 
abroad) They make a happy ciowd on 
and off the field, smiling, their slight 
figures smartly dressed in olazers, 
they aie old tashioned in their style of 
cricket and behaviour, like cricketers 
of a generation ago. From a cynical 
point of view, they may prove naive 
when It conies to the tougher side of 
Test cnckci—not “walking”, sledging, 
iron selt-discipline—but it would oe a 
shame in a way if they ever learn 
HEY are old-fashioned too in their 
reliance on spin bowlers In D. S. 
de Silva, a brisk leg-spin and googlv 
bowler, they must have the best of his 
type in the world, a pity for them he is 
37 (‘D. S.’ IS also their only full-time 
professional, making his living mostly 
in England) Kaluperuma is a fair 
offspin bowler, Wijesuriya promising 
But their other bowler of true interna¬ 
tional calibre is Ajit de Silva, no 
relation, who puts plenty of shoulder 
into his left-arm spinners. When the 
Australians played a representative 
match against Sn Lanka earlier this 
yeai, Ajit took 9 for 100 in 67 overs 

And opening bowlers? Their func¬ 
tion, as in India, used to be to get rid of 
the shine, but nowadays de Mel is 
better than that Among their school 
boys there arc several six-foot genuine 
pace bowlers, and Ravi Ratnayeke in 
the 1981 party towered to 6 ft 3 ins. 

Of their batsmen, the Sri Lankan 


management complains mildly that 
they are too attacking. They have been 
brought to England to be cured of 
their adventurous instincts (in which 
case, one might say, they chose the 
right place). Maybe they are attacking 
by nature, like their compatriot Gehan 
Mendis of Sussex, or they are con¬ 
ditioned by playing two-day matches 
at home, over the weekend, and have 
to attack to achieve an outright result. 
Whichever the cause, it is refreshing 
to watch them square-cutting and 
square-dnving from the outset. 

This style of batsmanship, and their 
shortage as yet of incisive quick bow¬ 
lers. explains why the Sn Lankans 
have been so relatively successful in 
one-day internationals They beat the 
1981 Australians by six wickets, and 
lost two games marginally, by one run 
and SIX runs They defeated India in 
the 1979 World Cup by 47 runs, and 
they beat the MCC in 1976-77 by three 
wickets 

For Test matches they will be great- 
i ly strengthened if Aiiura Tennekoon, 

I their old captain can be persuaded out 
of retirement He has the fiv'>‘-day 
temperament and the most experience 
of making large scores. They nave two 
good openers and superb strokemak- 
ers in Roy Dias and Duleep Mendis, 
but they need the solidity of Tenne¬ 
koon at number three. Their Test side 
against England in February could 
look like Warnapura, Wettimuny, 
Tennekoon, Mendis, Dias, Madugalle 
or Ranasinghe, de Mel, Kaluperuma, 

D S. de Silva, Gunattilleka (wicket 
keeper) and Ajit de Silva. 

To stage their Test matches, Col¬ 
ombo can offer the Singhalese Spoils 
Club ground, capacity 20,000, and the 
less capacious Colombo Oval Moratu- i 
wa, a few miles out of Colombo, has 
staged a couple of international 
matches, and up in the hills at Kandy 
another stadium is to be developed 

On population grounds there is no 
reason why Sn Lanka should not be 
able to justify Test status With 12-13 
millions, the island is as populous as 
Australia, and much bigger than the 
West Indies or New ^aland. The 
majority are Singhalese, but there are 
also two million Tamils, brought over 
from Southern India to the tea planta¬ 
tions by the British Tension between 
the two has surfaced, but one is 
assured that cricket selection is made 
entirely on merit One Tamil, Jaga- 
nathan, toured here in 1979, but none 
this time.Their 1981 party was fairly 
equally divided between Christians 
and Buddhists Buddhists are the coun¬ 
try’s majority sect, the relatively high 
proportion of Christian cricketers indi¬ 
cates that cricket there, as elsewhere, 
IS a predominantly middle-class game, 
though spreading to the masses parti- 
culary in its spectator appeal 

Given time, and a reasonable prog¬ 
ramme of short tours to initiate them, 
the Sn Lankans should prove pleasant 
and worthwhile additions to the Test 
match club 

Courleiy Wndan Ciiekal MonIMy 
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BOMBAY VS HARYANA 

S I Ml l.A\ \SK\K \M)ii ilif tds'. 
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IIii's|)fLlui‘ 111 will'll till' ball h.is 
.iitii.ilh pill lied In view of tins 1 was 
.iiniiiii; .It llu' Il u slump .mil la iiii. tbc 
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ei rui .s 

Sum Naviik replaced Ghavri, but the 
Haiv.ina batsmen cnuld not really get 
going <ind had scored just 2S in eleven 
iweis It was at this stage that Rajeev 
Anand look advantage of the rule that 
specifies that in the first 15 overs only 
two fieldcTs can stand outside the 
>()-vard i irile Accordinglv, he began 
lilting Navak .md Saiidecp Patil who 
had ic'plated Sandhu Sarabjit, who 
was Inuling it diflicult to get the 
howling awav diovc Nayak uppishly 
down the wicket in the l-lth over The 
liowlei siietched out his hand on the 
Il 1 1 side but the ball deflected from 
Ins (t.iliit to the boundary 

At the other end. Ra|eev was going 
toi tug hits on the leg side, more often 
than not missing the ball completely 
Sensing this ('.avaskat placed a deep 
mid wicket and asked Patti to feed 
K.i|et'\ .Soon I'liough Rajeev obliged 
and .Navak took the catch, but not 
bi'tof the batsman had six boundaries 
mills !1 Witliihi SI III e leading 45 in 
14 o\ei. the batting oidei was reshuf- 
tled .ind ^ ogi.ij i aine in next in a bid 
to aiLi'leiati the tun late Yograj 
St.It led lit gicat fashion lilting Nayak 
stt.tight ovei the howler's head "This 
seemed to inspiie Saiab|il who hit 
siiiiessiM louts ott N<i\ak III the same 
o\i'i whiil. nieaiit that the bowler 
com edeil 1' inns ni two oveis Nayak 
s.iid. “I iliiiik what I was doing was 
l>iiclinig the ball up and the b.itsman 
sl.iiteil lilting oiei the top, obviously 
till \ ilei idl'd to lake risks " Not surpn 
Singh Kati Sliastii leplaced Navak 
and in liis lets lust over met with 
■ailcess when Yogiai gave a simple 
iitiiin i.iicli .shastii was on target 
1 1 (.111 the \eiv b< guiiung and soon had 
S.iiiihin c.iuglii bv Asliok Mankad to 
m.ike Hal Sana SI loi tliiee in the 21st 
osei Kapil joineii Asliok Malhotra, 
and with Paul .irid .Sliasti i howling to a 
light line runs weie not easy to come 
bv Both b.iismen went for the singles 
l)v some (left plateinents, the idea 
being to keep the store boatd moving 
VVlieii kapil was 1<I he gave a shaip 
leiuin chalice to Shastri who dived 
v.iliatiilv to his tight, but tailed to 

tasteii on to It 

‘Itter Patti had consumed his quota 
ot ten oveis, in vvl'iih he yielded only 
■15 mils Sandhu was lecalled to the 
attack In his second ovei, Sandhu 
moved one sharply to pierce the gap 
between Ashok Malliotra's bat and 
pad to clean bowl the diminutive bais- 
maii tot 27 useful runs, With Shastri 
tinishing at two foi 18, Kapil was all 
set to go foi the howling Shastn‘s 
intelligent howling always made him 
look dangerous In spite of the fact 
that seven men weie placed on the 
hoiindai V lute Kapil successfully lifted 
Ghavri lot a six over long on Bui in 
living to lepeai the stroke Kapil was 
c.iughi bv (ihulam Parkar Kapil pro¬ 
vided the momentum for the Haryana 
balling and when he departed the 
scoie lead a healthv 187 Kapil’s 57 
mi hided lour boundaries and one six 

With Kai»il gone one expected. Bom¬ 
bas to capitalise on this and restrict 



Haryana's score lo a modest total But 
Ravinder Chadha propped up the in 
nings to see Haryana to a very loason- 
able total of 234 tor 9. Chadha made 
33 

When Bombay began their reply 
Ghulam Parkai was soon trying to 
force Kapil to point, but only suc¬ 
ceeded m giving wickc'tkeepei Ahmed 
a simple catch Vengsarkai, who 
loined Cavaskai, began in an aggies- 
sive mood He diove Kapil to the 
boundary and in the very next over 
drove Yograj for two lours, one 
straight and the orhei through the 
cover legion Kapil took himself off 
and brought in Kakcsh .lolly, but he 
made no impiession on the batsmen 
Gavaskar and Vengsaikar took some 
ludicious singles with good under¬ 
standing between the/n 

The fifty of the innings came in just 
1.3 oveis and the hundred in the •23rd 
over Vengsarkai tried to tone Rapn- 
der Goel thiougli mid wicket, but in 
the piocess he only edged tite ball and 
Cioel took a simple catch Patil came 
amidst tremendous welcome, and 
Gavaskai celebrated his aiiival be 
completing his fitiv v\hich included 
live fours Saikai Ialwai, the Haryana 
otf-spiiinei went lound the wicket to 
Gavaskai and one paniculai cieliveiy, 
which was not shoit enough, Sunil 
Hied to sijuare cut only to spoon a 
dolls catch to Chadha 

Ashok Maiikad touted Patil Ar this 
stage, I’atil was diopiied by Goel off 
Ins ow'ii bowling Paul i-nioved anothei 
piece of luck when on .h) he gave a 
dolly catch bur sinvived because ot the 
ttiisundeistanding between Kapil and 
tile how lei I alwai 

1 alwai howled the .t4(h ovei the 
til St biill of wl.icii was lifted hv Patil 
ovei mnl-on toi a six The fociilh hall 
Sandeep again ii ic cl to hit tor a six and 
was caught on the fence Paul scoied 
's2 with the help of three sixes' PatiJ’s 
exit had an adveise lepeicussion on 
the Bombay batting Solkai, Gbavri 
and Shastti weic out in rpiick succes¬ 
sion, and with the scoie leading 2()fi 
for 7 at the fall ot Ravi’s wicket, 
llai,\ana weie back in die game 

But A&hok Mankad who was still at 
the wicket kept hopes alive foi Bom 
bay He is -in experienced cncketei 
He held the innings together at a 
critical time and guided Sinu Navak 
thiuugh that phase Yograj conceded 
ten runs m the 47th over and fourteen 
tuns in the 49th ovei Nayak. in pat 
ticular, hit a courageous innings ot 19 
with three fours 

Mankad, who WcTs unbeaten with 44, 
in the Bombay score of 23(i ten 7, said 
“It was a calculated and planned in¬ 
nings I knew that as leiig as we slaved 
there we would get loose balls and tiiat 
was all we needed to ease the 
pres.stire " 

The Haiyana all rounder, Kapil Dev, 
said, “Winning is not evciythiiig I 
think mv boys played very well A 
score of 234 against Bombay was a 
good show All 1 can say is that we 
i enjoyed ourselves " Kapil's batting in 
the Deodhar Trophy and, particularly 



BOMBAY VS HARYANA A'jhoH MMhotm cloan howlod by d Sandhu 


iti this match showed a degiee ot 
lesp'insihilitv not iisiialK associated 
with his flatting Is it due to the fact 
that he now c antes the liuiden of 
capraiiKv that he is less inclined to 
thiow .iwav his wicket''* Kainl replied. 
“It IS becjiise I failed as a hatsman on 
the \cisttalian and New /ealanti tours 
People stalled questioning mv compe¬ 
tence as an all loiindei, and this is the 
ii'iisoii whv I have decide,cl to take mv 
hatting seiiouslv m a bid to make up 
lot the lapses It has got nothing to do 
with i aptaiiu V '' 

I'Aplaining the leasons loi lielding 
first (wavaskai said, "Oiir strength lies 
in oiii hatting, while oiii howling is not 
liist that good 1 felt iliai chasing even 
a mammoth loial woiilci not he diffi 
cult tor Us . 1 '. we have b.itsmen right 
down lo iiuiiihei eh veil ’ 


HYDERABAD VS BENGAL 

T HF.RI. the iival captains go out to 
ross Dilip Doshi and Naiasimha 
Ran, both ne-itly attired as all cricke¬ 
ters should he The left arm that has 
spun maiiv a hall oi> shiri-trom wick -ts 
flips the cui’i lip in the air The Hyder¬ 
abad skipjier sciielv lias his fingers 
ciossed .IS he calls and waits for the 
magic moment From a distance of 
about 90 sards one can hardly disting¬ 
uish the winner l‘hlegindiic men, both 
of t'.em However, as Rao extends his 
congiaculations, I can well imagine his 
thoughts Onlv yeai before last he had 
met with ,1 similar fate at mv hands in 
a Rariji Irophv tie Cricket can be a 
veiy cruel game at limes 
The ‘ cungiatulations'' and the “bad 
lucks” ovei, we were settling down for 


the iide back to the comfort of the 
Central Pio' irtces t'lub which still re¬ 
tains Its old woilcl charm In tact a 
replic d of 'I cillvgcinge Club of Calcutta 
A soft, scholdilv voice bioiighi me 
away fiom a leveiic', “Raju, don't you 
think crii kei is a tunny game’ It teally 
IS On a gloi coos day as ibis IMoie can 
be no cricket " It was Nishi Mukherjee 
speaking Did 1 dtic'ct a note of dis 
dppcnniment in his voice •* Well. I tnily 
agree wiih the ITC Nagpur hianch 
manager's sentiinerits 

And who can hoiiesrly blame him''* 
Hete IS a pet son, with the ivpical 
Bengali passion loi soccer and music 
as well as an avid inieiest in cricket, 
who along with his e'evoted band of 
staffers had left no stone unturned to 
make-* the Wills 'liojibv fixtiiie at Nag 
pur a smashing success 

But then eftoiis had come to ncaighi 
as the heavv downpour foi two davs 
had lendeied tlie giocnid unplavabU- 
But die spiiiT of tin \ iilhaibl.a (.'iicket 
Association officials nevei llagged 
They made then best c Hot is loi play 
to stair, but onfoituiiatelv these 
proved futile Experienced Test 
umpiies Papati Piin|.ibi and Swarup 
Kislidii had jusr no option hut to call 
off play foi the ilav 

The ihiee In toco lliocisand specia 
tins, mostly veiling liovs ,ind giils, who 
had come to cnpiv cticket weie dis 
appointed So weie the players, the 
umpires, the '.ptnisois and the offi 
ciiils Bill what can mortals do if tale 
wills orheiwise’ 

Iheie was no cricket at Nagjiui that 
.Septembei dav, it’s Hue But I daresay 
the longetiiai conipan.v and the excel¬ 
lent food more than made up for the 
loss of play, at least toi me 




UP n miRD PRESIDENT’S XI 

O UR cricketers have not yet 
•dmed themselves fully to the 
demuiu of the transformation of the 
modem cruket While a privileged 
few, who plav international ciickei. 
are acquainted with the nature and 
moods of limited-over cricket there 
are many who take this type of ciicket, 
in the same spirit of a usual three-day 
Ranu Trophy tie 

Uttai Piadesh, the winners of the 
Mewar Trophy, symlnil of supremacy 
in the Cential Zone, belongs to such a 
tribe At the Sawai Man Singh Stadium 
of the pink city of Jaipur, Uttai 
Pradesh proved that thev are not cut 
out foi one-day cricket They played 
the game to lose it and also made 
themselves a laughing stock by ignot 
ing the norms ot the game 
The Wills Tiophy quaitei-final 
match between Board President’s XI 
and Uttar Pradesh was a dull encoun¬ 
ter. The match began amidst confu¬ 
sion hi ’e ol Uttar Pradesh players did 
not tuin up in time posing serums 
problems to the organiser Vishwapt 
Sinha, TK Bhattacharya, Sunil Chu- 
turvedi, Sashikatit Khandckar and 
Ashuk liambi, who belong to Lucknow 
and Kanpui lespettivelv, missed the 
Lutknow-Kanpui Delhi flight because 
of rain They could reach Dcdhi only on 
the moining ol the match Uowevei, 
they readied well in time to catch the 
early morning flight to Jaipui The 
plane in which the\ weie tiavelling 
developed trouble and could not land 
ai Jaipui The aiictall went back to 
Delhi 

ITC, the orpaiuseis ol tht Wills 
Trophv should be commended loi the 
efforts thev made at Delhi by impiess 
ing upon the Indian Airlines r.ngineei- 
ing Depaitment that a delayed depai 
ture would mean cancellation ol the 
tie As luck would have it, the ptiisua 
Sion dickc'd and the llight leached 
Jaipui and tlie inaldi was delavc'd tor 
only 4'i minutes The match lasted loi 
50 overs 

Urtai Piadesh had its pioblems as 
skippei Mohammed Shahid could not 
aiiive in Jaipur because he suddeiiK 
fell ill, and then act bat'-man Anil 
Bhanol, who was away m I mope also 
could not come Tnis adveiselv 
affected the siiength ol the UP squad 
Anil Mathui who led the team won 
the toss but asked Board Piesideni’s 
XI to bat Stikkanth, the Tamil Nadu 
opening batsman, and Kiimaii Lamba, 
who opened the Board’s innings weie 
going well vSnkkanth was beauritullv 
executing his strokes But disastei ltd 
lowed soon when Siikkantli iiisolved 
himselt in two tun out decisions and 
that too oil successive bulls 

Raman Lamba, who had scored lust 
five runs, had hit medium pacei \ isli 
wapt Sinha unnecvssarilv .iiid tried to 
take a thud run A reluctant Siikkanth 
asked his paitiiei to go back It was a 
gross raisunclf! standing ioi whicb 
Stikkanth was paiilv iesponsible 
Yashpal Sliarnia, who was despeiatelv 
trying to establish himselL w.is the 
next victim lie bit \'i‘,hwdjil .'sinha in 


the very next ball after Lamba got out. 
He hit him towards backward point 
and went for a run, while wicketkeep¬ 
er Vi jay Chopra picked up the throw 
of Subhdsh Sharma and ran Yashpal 
out, but Yashpal should be accused of 
not trying to save himself Snkkanth 
after these two run outs lost his con¬ 
centration He displayed a few good 
shots before falling to Anil Mathur for 
37 

With two down foi thirty seven, the 
Madan Lai led Board President's XI 
looked to be m trouble but Kirti Azad 
and seasoned Biijesh Patel thiilled the 
crowd Kirti A/acl, the Delhi collegian, 
was particularly severe on the spin¬ 
ners Copal Sharma and Raiinder 
Singh Hans Briiesh also played Ins 
strokes freely using his feet and wrists 
He was itie lust man to go with the 
total reading KK toi foiu wickets 
Biijesh !•< ii baisiiiari who, by lechni 
quo and temperament, is ideally 
suited tor the one-day game, and his 
1 lainis foi a place in the Indian team 
foi the one dav irueinatiC/nal fixtuies 
against Kngland in the coming winter 
cannot be igiioied 

.After his tailurc' in ihe Deodhai 
Tiophy Kiiti found his touch at Jaipur 
rile presence of Kiiti’s lathei, Bhag 
wat Jha Azad, a linion Minister, who 
suddenly flew to Jaipui lo see his son’s 
batting suiely inspired Kiiii who hit 
tout sixc.'s and tom lours in Ins llain 
boyani innings Hans. Copal Shainia 
and Subhash Shainia, weie all severe 
ly punished, being hit over the fence 
Rut Siibhash, a left-arm spinnei, 
bowled bettei than Copal aiiJ Hans 
and he should have had Kiili had not 
Shasliikant Khandekai diopped the | 
liall uiiciei tile lays ol the scotching 
sun .It lung oil Visluvaiit Sinha, the 
inediuni pacei, unmiiidlul of the Ben 
son and Hedges lules, bowled at least 
I out wide balls 

It IS inteiestuig to note that most of 
the plavers were not well acqiiainic'd 
with the Benson and Hedges rules The 
hosts did tiv to educate- the plavets 
about the rules by cuculating a cvclos 
IVled copy of the lules among them 
Kiiti moved his feet well and timed 
Ills shots, perlectlv, thus helping the 
team iiiciease the luii rate per ovei 
He fell to Vishwaiit Sinha while tiying 
to hit him out of the ground It was 
Copal Shiirm.i who took Ins catch 
Madan L.il who gave a remaikable 
account ol himself in the domestic 
season last veai, did not imptess at all 
in Ins innings of 28 Howovei, the 
voii'ig all-ioutuiei Deepak Chopia, 
did impress, remaining unbeaten with 
24 Subhasli Shaima. the left-arm spin 
net, IS ail intelligent bowlei who bag¬ 
ged two V ckets like skipper Maihm, 
while Copal Sharma and Hans dtew 
blank 

Uttai Fiaciesli played then eguota ol 
oveis as if they wete forcing a draw in 
a three day tie Shashikant Khande¬ 
kai , who toured with the under 20 
Indian team to Knglar.d, and Sunil 
('haturvedi made a bright start adding 
♦ I inns for the firsi wicket But as the 
I ate ol scoring was three pc-i tivei. the 


batsman lower down the order could 
not surpass the Board’s score of 236 for 
7 scored in the stipulated fifty overs 
Randhir Singh, the Bihar medium 
pacer, bowled well to capture three 
wickets and had impressive figures of 
9-1-18-3 Sunil Chaturvedi, the Luck¬ 
now lad. made a stubborn 36. He also 
did well in the Deodhar Trophy He 
full to Azad Ashok Bambi, who hit an 
unbeaten 45, may be proud of his 
contribution, but he should have 
known that he was playing a limited- 
over match Kirti Azad received the 
“man of the match” and “best bats¬ 
man” awards and got Rs 1300 

WILLS XI YS BOMBAY 

W HEN Vishwanath, the captain of 
Wills XI, went out to toss with his 
counterpart from Bombay Sunil Gavas¬ 
kar, he probably knew that the abs¬ 
ence of Syed Kirmani would have 
repercussions on the result of the 
match. Kumam was reported to be 
suffering finm fevei Obviously this 
was one of the reasons why Vish¬ 
wanath opted to field even after win¬ 
ning the toss He said, “I thought if 
thcie was any dew on the wicket, 
considering the game started early, we 
could have taken advantage of this.” 

Sunil Valson and Rogei Binny were 
in charge of the bowling opeiations to 
Cavaskai and Chulam Paikar. In the 
eighth over Parkar, trying to drive 
Bimiv, failed to make contact with the 
ball and was bowled Valson and Binny 
gave away only 11 runs in ten overs 
The toimer made the batsmen play in 
front of their nb cages while the latter 
concentrated cm the off stump 

Mohinder Amarnath, who replaced 
Valson, often erred m length outside 
the off slump and Gavaskar promptly 
despatched him to the point boundary 
Vengsarkai was playing fluently 
Twice off successive deliveries lie 
effortlessly drove Binny to the fence 
between mid on and mid wicket 
'' Parampt Singh, the left arm spinner 
! from Orissa, was introduced into the 
attack after the iifteenth over Main¬ 
taining a steady line and length Para- 
m|it troubled the batsmen with de- I 
liveries that left them after pitching 
Both Vengsarkar and Gavaskar were 
kept under tight control by Paiamjit. 
Rakesh Shukla came in for the 31st 
over, but before he could settle down 
Vengsarkar drove him twice ta the 
cover boundary. Paramjit got the wick¬ 
et of Vengsarkar when the latter play¬ 
ed onto his stumps Vengsarkar was 
out two short of his fifty which he 
secured in 88 deliveries 
Sandeep Paul joined Gavaskar with 
the score reading 108 Sunil drove 
Shukla to the extra cover fence for his 
eighth four to reach his half-century 
With the score steadily increasing blit 
success not coming their way, the Wills 
XI fielding began to crack undei press¬ 
ure Mohinder conceded 17 runs in the 
39th over 

Meanwhile Sandeep was scoring 
freely, but he was taking chances at 
times. Patil lifted Shukla to deep mid 



on but local lad Sanjeeva Rao failed to 
judge the trajectory of the ball It was 
not the only time Shukla suffered 
Gavaskar at 90 stepped out to drive his 
googly and missed the ball but Central 
Zone wicketkeeper Menon who came 
in for Kirmani, failed to collect the 
ball which went for four byes So 
effective was Shukla in mixing the 
"wrong un" with his normal deliveries 
that both Patil and Gavaskar were 
frequently deceived 
Sandeep was always on the lookout 
for runs and played a characteristic 
innings Vishwanath had all nine fiel¬ 
ders on the fence but that did not 
deter Sandeep from trying to hoist a 
SIX Nothing succeeds like success In 
the last two overs Patil hit sixes each 
off Valson and Binny In fact, both 
Sunil and Sandeep displayed amazing 
control while lifting the ball. As theie 
was no other fielder in the vicinity of 
the batsman except Aunshuman Gaek- 
wad, who was stationed in the deep 
mid-wicket, Sandeep lifted Biiiny four 
limes in an ovei 

Gavaskar played a solid innings 
I'.xcept for that one blemish against 
Shukla his concentration never suf¬ 
fered It was a neat and compact 
ceiituiy Sunil said, "I just wanted to 
drop aiu'hoi at one end and let the 
other guv smash at the opposite end 
.All f desiiecl was that we should not 
lose wickets and to that point we wc'ic 
.successful ’’ With Sandeep unbeaten 
on fi8 and Gavaskai not out at 1(J2, 
Bonibav legisteiecl 244 tor 2 
The hopes of the Wills XI rose and 
sank with then captain Vishwanath 
bc'th the openers Gaekwad and San- 
leeva Rao were soon back in the 
pasilioii aftei seven oveis weie 
bowled bv Saiulhu and Gliavii It was 
under this circumstances that Vish- 
waiiath took awav the initiative from 
the Bombay bowleis with his supple 
wiists Irrespective of whether Vi.sh- 
wanath was woiking the ball to third 
man oi ruining it round the corner the 
elegance was all there This inspired 
confidence in his partner Siinivasan 
\ ishwanath, who has shed considet 
able weight aiound his waistline this 
season piomised to make a fight of it 
And like it has always happened, he 
was most unexpeciecllv caught bj 
Shastn oft Nayak lor 3ti inclusive of 
five boundaries in the fifty deliveries 
he facc-'d This was in the 22nd ones, 
with the total on 90 
Ravi Shastn spun one very sharply 
which had Srinivasan stranded out of 
the crease and Zulfiqiiar Parkai whip 
ped ofi the bails Suiindei Amainath 
ran himself out recklessly, committing 
the.cardinal eiroi ut not watching the 
ball while attempting the second run 
Unfuitunately for him, the fielder was 
Guru Gupta, Bombay’s twelfth man 
Mohmder in ir>ing to place Balwiiidei 
Saiidhu failed to make coniaci and was 
leg before Ravi Shastn mopped up 
the tail to return figuies of five foi 
thirty tive Kakesh Shukla and Bmnv 
hatted sensibly and had the eailiei 
batsmen shown the same dedication 
and temperament the team would 


have scored moie than the 177 that it 
actually did 

BENGAL vs BOARD 
PRESIDENT’S XI 

T UK semi final til the Wills Tiophv 
at (aipui's Sawai Man Singh .Sta 
dium was a tan e Bengal, who had won 
thc'ir quai ler-final lie against Hvdei 
abad at Nagpin on the toss of a coin, 
were not exactly welcome at Jaipur 
Local residents would have prefetied 
to see Hvdei abad in action and Ben¬ 
gal's “viciorv” afiected the gates tor 
the game 

It was the quitkeM vicitiiv foi the 
Boaid Piesidenrs XI Bengal toiled foi 
42 2 oveis to make lfi8 luns while 
their opponents took onlv .Li 1 ovt*rs to 
ovettake this total and clinch a vie 

toi V 

Bengal weie handicapped bv iniuiv 


between the wukets was ewollciu In 
the couise of their paiiiu‘ishi|), which 
took just 16 'i oveis, Ai un I.al hit 49 oil 
48 balls .Alim's innings was eflortJess 
but giacefiil. but ht“ fell to left arm 
spinner Deepak Chopia wlio found a 
gap between A. ini’s fiai and jiad ftowl 
mg him Venkaiiani.m s innings was 
nunc caiirious and lit' made i.i in fi2 
balls 

Haihei, I’uiiiah mechiiiii-pac(‘i Ghai 
who replaced an iiiivsell 'I Sliekhai of 
Tamil Nadu impressed on tlu> livtlv 
wicket Moving and i uiriiig the ball 
,Kith wavs tins Jiillundui ollegian 
who plaved Vi//v liuphv eaiii<‘i than 
Simil A'alson and Kandini Siiigh made 
hie a irnseiv loi the lieiig.al opciieis 
I’lonob Rov and 1‘alash .Sandv Naiidv 
was bowled bv a beautv ftoill Shekliai 
who began the imii .ind who was l.iti i 
asked to mop u|) the Bengal iiiiimgs 
his analv sis i eading an iinpi essiv e 6 2 
It i Victoiv ten the Koaid side w.is 




II 

It 








BtA/c« 4 i l',‘^ ‘•'/iit.V.cs \l uplkffi'i' veil Ha/1* 'e/lfc/Ov .1 f) m l Cap'.c 


and illness Baum Bui man the Iniilv 
iiu'ciiiim pacei wlio was t \pei led to 
spe.'ihead the Bengal .itlack on ihe 
gieen top at ilie Sawai .Mail Singh 
Stadium, develotied a stomac h ailment 
and to make niaiteis worse, Molov 
Baiiei |ee the- tweltth man, was in 
lined while alighiiiig tiom the Inis 
winch Inought ihe team fiom ihe an 
poll His iijuiv was not seiious 
enough hut he still i hose to test m the 
diessing loom and Bengal plaved w th 
pur ten men 'Ihe wicket was a gieen 
top which was expc.'c led to help ihc 
paceinan Bengal skippei Dilip Iloshi 
lost the tciss and was asked to hat fust 
.•An 8(1 inn partnciship between 
Arun La) wlni made his debut loi 
Bengal and Kaja Veiikatiamaii was ihe 
liiglilight ot tlie otherwise mediocir 
Bengal innings Madan Lai, the skip¬ 
pei cji ihe Boaid Piesident's team had 
piciblems III depioving howlers who 
could unsettle these two veiling hats 
men Lai and Veiikatraman clisplaved 
good undeistanding and then i mining 


not aditticull cask d< spite aneailv set I 
bai k Siikkanth and K.inian Laniha I 
opening the innini.^ had h.iielv added j 
12 tuns when the toiniei was caught .it i 
gully citt Pin el 

Lamba howeu'i opened op iiul In I 
gan pulling and cituiMg l’u.i."h K"v \ 
and Suliioii> I’ottl with iinpiiiiitv I 
A'ashpal was imsuiie'stnl bn the 
second lime when lu skied Poul and 
Rc)\ made no mist.ikc wilh tlie ...iiih 
A ashpal who i- finding il haul to 
ic-g.i'ii Ills iiltl iniin sidled onlv one 
uin liocn two mate lies 

Atlei Aasliji.il's eMi. A/aii lomed 
l.anib.i but A/.id on the di-tensm was 
Ic'lnmisii ni ol <i I’gei in i hams Ihesc 
two plaved pinjiostinl iuii>ei to sta 
liilisc' tlieii innings .mil toi lA oveis it 
looked as though thev wen jilaviiig 
anything but instant iinkct llilip 
Dosh' and leg spiniiei Alok Bhai 
tacharya tiled (iinning them clown and 
runs were clifticiilt to i nine bv l.atnba. 
despite his pool backlitt was comfoit 
able and plaved most ot his stiokes to 




ihe on sitif He playi'd 89 balls in his 
liO minute stas to core an unbeaten 
fa'i 

The most licaiteniiie lo<itui( was to 
see Kitii ‘\/ri(l sudclei'ls breaking 
loose ohliginR the baiiackeis with a 
tirewoiks displav after tiis side had 
.uhieved the hundred ton tarRet Azad 
was paitii'ularlv setere on Dosiii and 
I’alash Natnl.s The tot met was hit 
thrice over the lento in an ovet and for 
Rood measiiie Lliibbed Palash Nandy 
tot a '.oiiplt more in the tollowing 
o\ei (iiie ot the sixes oft Doshi fell 
rwents vaids outside the boundarv 
line 

Arad’s last live soiring strokes were 
all sixes riiaiiks to Ins free stminR 
which eat tied him the Man of the 
Match award for the second time the 
Board XI rated from 100 to 170 in pisr 
7 i overs InridentalK. Azad bettered 
Sandeep Patil's record ol tour sixes in 
a Wills inninRs Arad remained not out 
with 7b oil 80 balls and the Boaid 
President's side won the match 


BOMBAY VS BOARD 
PRESIDENT’S XI 

N OrWITHSlANDINC. the alleRa 
tioiis that vaptaiius was ptoMiiR to 
be a buiden on him. ih.it he no loiiRei 
harboured the appetite for runs that 
he was unsuitable to the demands of 
the limited civei R.imes, Sunil C.av.is 
kai plaved dar/liiift ciuket RUint; lu¬ 


ting replies to all these charges. With 
scores of Sb, 102 not out and 113 
against the cream of bowling of the 
countiv C.avasknt has announced that 
he means business 

Sensing his cm rent mood one feels 
sorry tot the bowlers It was his bat¬ 
ting which, along with his leadership, 
helped Bombay win the Wills Trophy 
for the fii St time in the foui years of its 
existence In the final Bombay beat 
President’s XT by fifteen runs 

The normal tendency of the captains 
IS to put the opponents in to bat first 
tor the stmple reason that it enables 
vnii to know what your target is and 
coiisetiuentlv vou can pace yourself 
.iiiordinglv Madan Lai, captain of the 
1‘resideni’s XI invited Bombay to have 
the first knock Very early in the 
innings (Ihulam Parkai was run out 
due to j mi'.undei standing with Gavas- 
kai Not surprisinglv Vengsarkai and 
Gavaskar wete circumspect to the 
bowling ot Kaiinder Ghai and Madan 
Lai R.iiidhit Singh and Kirti Azad 
were iii charge of bowling operations 
at the end ot the twelfth over with the 
score at 4-1 tor one With thiee bound- 
ai re. coining in two ovcis, the pressure 
on the Bombay batsman started e ising 
up 

(lacaskai in particular was playing 
coiitidentiv He was middling the hall 
fioiii the word go and was making 
shots without causing alarm At the 
same time Surul made sure that no 
loose ball was spared If it was on the 


dtf side the ball was promptly de¬ 
spatched to the cover boundary and if 
it was on or outside the leg stump an 
elegant looking flick was the answer. 

Meanwhile, Deepak Chopra, the 
left-arm spinner, replaced Kirti. Chop¬ 
ra bowled to a tantalising length and 
gave few liberties to the batsman 
Chopra’s third over and the side's 
twentieth ovei, was a maiden. Veng- 
sarkar batted sensibly, his knock was 
not a delectable one but obviously it 
was of immense value to the side He 
was out trying to drive Kirti Azad with 
his head in the air, giving thereby a 
simple catch to Yashpal Sharma at 
deep mid on Thirty overs had been 
completed and 118 runs came off them 
and so Gavaskar and Vengsarkar laid 
the foundation for a good score after 
the loss of an early wicket 

Sandeep Patil spelt out his inten¬ 
tions of going for the runs from the 
moment he arrived at the wicket But 
his sense of timing seemed to have 
deserted him Sunil Gavaskar was 
moving towards his century at the 
othei end The concentration required 
tor a big innings wa'- all there, except 
at ninety-four when Sunil flicked Ran- 
dhir Singh on the leg side and 'keeper 
Ved Raj failed lo fasten on to it A 
rasping cover boundary off Gliai 
hoisted Ga''j.skar’s bandied, his thud 
in the tournament and the second this 
vear To secure this milestone Gavas¬ 
kar needed one hundred and forty-two 
deliveries including eight hits to the 



Does your long face 
make you look 
bored and unhappy ? 


3^ Hairstyle Tip NoTl 
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Who'd believe there's someone full-of-fun hiding 
behind that long face I Let >001 friends get to 
know the real you-Vvith a hairstyle that suits 
your personality 




Keep hair long over the ears, fuller at Ihe sides, 
and brushed over the forehead. 


P S. Don't flatten this hairstyle with an oily 
Kairdressing Keep it neat and full of body with a 
little Brylcreem 


Free I For more hairstyle tips, write in for our free 
booklet "How to look smart and 
feel confident I" 


Brylcreem feels a more 
casual style adds 
interest to your 
face. 



Please fill in the coupon below and 
ma<l It along with 50 paise stamps 
and a wad from the cap of any 
Brylcreem jai 

Please allow 4 weeks for delivery. 

Mail to HMM Limited, 

I Dept.RI. 1, Jai Singh Road, 

I New Dalhi-110001. 
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I Name - 

!-Age 
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wad 
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brand of hsir-dressing immediately 
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1 before I bought this lar of Brylcreem. 


Brylcreem. For day-long smartness. 

















At this ‘■lage Sutiil stcirted iinprosis 
in;; his shots He plaved one particular 
stroke bv moving outside the leg 
stump even betoie Randhir Singh had 
bowled the ball, to loft it lo the point 
boundarv vintage batting It te 
minded one of Vi\ Richaids C'lavaskar 
played this totalis unexpected shot 
thrice aftei he crossed his hunched 
But coupled with the desire to accelei 
ate the run late as well as his exhaus I 
non (lavaskai threw away his wicket 

With a little osei seven oveis to go 
Karsan (Ihasii svas piomoted in the ^ 
batting oidei with the scoie leading i 
178 toi ■! Sandeep h.id meanwhile, 1 
lifted Ghai ovei mid wicket loi six and | 
wasdiopiied b> Bharclwa) ott Randhir ' 
Ghavti plas'ed to the Icdt ot Madan Lai i 
stationed al mid wicket and went lot a 
1 un but I’aril, the non-stiikei did net ; 
budge liom the cnease Sum Navak ■ 
anoihei h tt hanclei replaced (Ihas 11 at > 
the SMcket but did not last long, being 
canghi bs Madan Lai olt Raiidhii I in | 
cl ISIS v\as tdiloi made toi the c ,ilm <iihI 
tool Ashok Mankad In living to hit i 
the h.ill !iiti< the stands osei mid i 
w u kei Paul vsas bossled b\ a shoit hall ! 
tiom Randhii ' 

With lust I'M ms siv halls m ronie [ 
Bomhas. .it 1'I2 toi li seemed lo hate 
lelased the II laild on the niaiclt But 
Maukad and Rasi Stiasiii plaseil 
ads entui oils nickel and in.iriageci oi 
Seine 1'■ Mills ivithill lhai tittle bhastii 
set uumI to hast- Olkeii a leal out ot ill. ! 
( api.im s imiiiu’- ss'ieii he also inosecl I 
mit^icle the leg slimip eseti heltae tilt ' 
ball S'as howled lo hit it to the lai I 
lOMiLi^ ot the iieUI Mankad v .is <>11 i 
(>tl tile last ball if iht innings t(>r 1<> I 
Shasiii nmanud unbi alen with 20 I 
when the Boiiihas total leached 22'> 
till 7 Mada.i 1 al had 1 (tn 12 while 
till.II had 1 till s2 

I he I’lesiileiit \l had ailsanced lo 
lilt tiii.ilshs tioiincing sseakc'i opposi¬ 
tion But all the same it did liase 
among It •, I .IIIk‘. St Hike' ptavei s i .ip.ilile 
ol yelt'iig the inns As tin the Bomb.is 
bo Ills tilts had .1 deieiil tairel to 
bie 1 ssilh 

I he innings ss.is m its eighth osei 

I and the I’lesitlein's \1 sseie 1") tin '• 

I the wind had heen liteialls knocked 

I iHL > "va/ ru’/'i/'-ii I sf/cMn,' -’'■vf sipt \i .' 



,’M ' ii'j.li /lil/iVMs I ' ' iitP ei,7 s/iifM 

I’l' ‘|l•\l MS-' (I ( UK. m, (1,), .1/1,/. 

out of Then sails Raman l.aniha and 
Bhaidwai weie out in indentical 
l.ishion c.night he hind o‘) the hnwliiig 
ol Balwiiniti S.iiulhn .iiid idi.isn le 
spei lisels .s.iMiihii lapi'ed .Siikkanth 
on ihe pads .mcl .ippe.ileil I'lie hall 
tiicklid to ^holI in id oil .mil iht hats 
III.Ill ssciil toi ,1 Min S.nidhii i.ni loi 
ss.iiil pit kill up lilt ball ,mtl hit tile 
SMI kt t to I't.ii Knit \.'.nl Siikkanth 
ss.e 'hopped IvMie the In a Mmc hv 
\shol. M.iiik.icl oil (III.ISM .nu! next hv 
Dilip \etigsaik.n .iiid the howiei lo 
snitei SS.IS SaniOni 

H.ilss.iuhi gase.issas lostllirec inns 
IP SIS Ol e. s 'll sshit h ihii e tonsei utise 
oseii.eie til.iiilt MS S.iid Saiiilllu, “ I o 
this 1 's.i c nil eiiii, 1 'log on the ofl 
slump Olds I III 1 hs ihni ss as all thei t 
<)iie .ilss.i'S I) 1 ‘ Is Ills hesl in .1 hig 
mall h ' 

Siiiii N.is.ik ssho ie|iliiiid (iliasii 
c.nne m loi .ome h.n sh iteainuni <ii 
tin hand, ol Siikl.a'Hh A.is’.il g.tivc 1‘) 
iiois iM tss I o’lis In ihe hegniiiiiig 
^ ashp.d ss IS riol e\e,.iiliilg stiokes 
(ii.ipcils Ik- needed 20 deliveries to 
git ott the m.iil. Bill It ssas ohs ions 
ill. It I he I’l 1 sell Ill’s \1 set le up .igaiiisl 
II hei .lusi the tnidtile oiclt i was ex 
l>o,ed In ll.i lios' ling 

R.ts 1 .sine III bossled .is 'sell .is he 
dni III till pi I s Ions t .s o male hc'S Siik- 
kaiith Hill! lo bii.il .issas liom the 
sha. I. li niipo.tdlis Sinistt I onlv to he 
I h .111 bossliil 111 'lit .Msi osti lot 42 
sslii'h nuhi.ltil li't toms Btiiesh 
I'.tn 1 loiiied 'lashpal 

. '.l>''l.l ...I'. / ' , ll . rS/|1,).1)S (Ig ( ,/r 1.' 





S'iP" tluit 'V IS in fV 

VI,, iyethnnfH r Wsf ft.lf h'O 

I .'\ lot depended on Briiesh it the 
I Piesident’s XI wi-ie to make .i nidUh 
I ot It Bill the Kain.itaka hatsman tried 
I to lilt Sui'i Navak out ot the giound 
! sshen Ins si me vsas eight and wax 
] caught bv C.iiMi (Inpie, the '.iilistiiiltc* 

I toi S.iiitihn on llii' inid svickel leiue 
! Iht liniidieil ol rlie Hillings tamc'in .10 
; os ei s .irni, SMili ^ ,isli[ial j. I axing fieelv 
iios. ,nnl .Mail.Ill 1 al lending suppciil. tl 
I piomised lo he an exciting IP itch 
. .Slni'ilii h.id 1 lot 2‘t oil 10 oveis 
With Niival. gis mg asvas as nuiiv as 
41 Mins in SIX ose, s, ('..IS .iskar hionghl 
' on I kiialh Solk.n Mc.msxhil;' V.isli 
, |ial had leallx opened oiil Ills tiltx 
I tame in ‘I2 h.ills 

I /\i till', .tage, kn k smiled I'li Btirtib.ix 
svhf 11 Mad.iii I .ll h.id .i la|ise ol i on- 
centia:"iii aiicl |)lasecl ihe saint shot as 
Kii|c ill's, blit (ilinlaiii Paikai made no 
ini'.laki HI taking the laich “I lorn 
sshcio I SS.IS standing it w.is lo m\ left 
.iiitl beii'iid me I he ball h.id .ichioveci 
1 oil .iclei.ibit heighi anil in its down 
waid iraiecioiy w.is sh.iking " 

Witli Madan Lai goin in tin Ihth 
oxer It was 118 tot i> It looked as il .ill 
wt'ie osei i 

But Di'epak C'hopia liad 'Jitfeieiil 
ideas 'Ihe diminutive C'hopia gave 
x.iliant sii|tpoil to \ ashtial <ind iheir 
Mininng between the wickt ts svas olt a 
high oidei Yashi/al lot two '.ixes oxer 
si;uait leg efloillesslx, one oil P.ifil 
and theothei oil Sandhu Yashpal had 
I at Melt the fight e-to tht eiieinv caiiiji 
and as long as ho ss.is iheie vutoix sv.is 
.ilsxrixs iimoielv iiossihli hosvevei 
I small th.it chance tn.ix fi.ive net n 
i In the 4<iih t's ei \ .iili|/a.'.. heioit 
inning' came Hi .in i iid when ho pl.iv 
ed on to the ssnket ii. tivmg lo hit 
(ih.isii to mnlwitket till a wo|| made 
81 v'edi.ii .ind ( ho|>i < cairied on the 
j good work Inn the imitate ssas lutie 
tiei ovei But the two |)l.isiis went 
.ihoni It seiiiin'.k cson ihough (k's.is 
k.n had all unit In'ldei . on the' tence 
\nil iii.is he the hall iiisti alw.ixs 
. went when it w.i iiitenrled but C Imp 
' |a and \cchai I opt tin matt h .ilise 
N’ediai W.IS liosskil hv Pan) in the 
iniiliina'e os et .md Botiih.iv weie 
trnlv home S.nidc'ep had 1 foi (0 ni 10 
iivi IS, while l.hasii had 2 '(ii 41 <nid 
the lion lie.iiied .Sandlin had Piesi 
dent’s \I litiished at 2i'l loi 8, with 
cii'ip..! leinannng unheaicn with Ih 
and (jhai not cnit .it 2 







Profile 


Hard toil up a steep hill 

RAJU MUKHERJEE profiles BARUN BURMAN, 
the ambitious and talented Bengal cricketer 


A STr.AMY moi rung it was at Alinu'- 
(Idbdd wav back in 1976 The lithe 
figiiie ol Baiun Biirman gatheied 
moinentimi as it appniaihed the deliv 
eiv stiide and then a sudden flash uf 
lightning sent the oil stump cartwheel¬ 
ing to till wicket keeper 4 niagiuti 
tent deliveiv indeed Just lhal slight 
deviation oft the seam to which Sunil 
(iavaskai’s almost impiegnahle de 
fenct' had no answei West Zone weie 
III tiouble And when Dilip Verigsarkai 
tendeil oil a Baiun llier to be caught 
bv the deep line leg lunning m, the 
young pace bowlei tiom East Zone 
must suioly have impiessed the 
national selectors 

Only the week before, (lavaskar’s 
gi oping blade had nicked a catih to 
shoii leg oil But man in the Irani Cup 
tie in that match Burinan bowled like 
a chaminoii ending up with an analysis 
ot 4 for 71, which was statistically 
supeiioi totlieothei pacemen on new 
Baiun III tlio'e days relied on pace 
And bv Indiiiii standards he wa-. along 
with Kapil Dev the cjuickesi But in 
this match it was nut only his pace that 
ihrilled die spectatois The Pi ess and 
the purists were in laptuies over his 
line and length, his controlled awa\- 
swiiigei and incuttei, his iiidicioiis 
Use ot ilie bcitiipei But, untoriunatelv 
11 w.is not enough to le-establish him- 
sell 

1 am lacing ahead of the story of tlie 
Burinan use iail and a gieat efloit to 
ledecin liiiiiself all ovei again 1971 
was the seal when a voung man of 18, 
lalliei simple and gawkv, put on the 
Bengal cap lor the lust time lie had 
cnnit up will' a loi ol wickets at the 
SI hool le\( I and a leputulion ot having 
put mans .1 piomising bat in the saletv 
ol a hospital bed He was what one 
would call laihei “law” But theie was 
no mistaking his potential Those days 
he was a bettei bowlei with a slightK 
oldish ball as he did not move the ball 
much in the air But iieseitheless his 
geneious peppeiing ol bumpers paid 
rich dividends 

Next \eai he was in the Duleep 
Tiophv team against North Zone at 
Calcutta He bowled his heart out on 
an iiniesponsive wicket Without 
iloiiht the n.itional selectois weie put¬ 
ting down his name in their notebooks 
And 197'> was the veai when Barun 
Butman got his majoi bioak He was in 
the Indian team against the visiting Si i 
Lanka side in the Nagpur unofficial 
Test But here destiny thwarted his 
meteoiic use Aftei howling onlv five 
oveis Baiun hobbled out of the match 


with a torn ligament Undoubtedly this 
was a great setback foi a young man 
with a promising career to look for- 
waid to 

Howevei the hatd trier that ho is, 
he did not give up hope and concen¬ 
trated on evetv aspect ol the game 
Almost overnight his batting impress¬ 
ed and with growing maturity his 
length and line developed without any 
apparent loss ol pace Next season he 
was icady once again to stake his 
claim at the highest level His magriifi 
cent bowling in the Duleep and Irani 
1 rophies has ah eadv been mentioned 
Now he awaited the arrival of the 
MCC At (lauhaii, Baiun howled a vetv 
tidy spell getting two wickets in each 
innings at a very economical late This 
was the season when he notched up his 
lust Ranp Trophv lentuiv He scored 
tuns to he piecise Erom 1976 he could 
rightly he considered an all-roundei 
But, unfortunately, Barun did not 
leteive encouragement trom the tight 
quaiters His inteiest might have 
waned slightly because his lorm slack¬ 
ened He attended the camp at Madras 
III 1977 for players aspiring to go with 
the Indian team to Austialia Then 
again the next vear he was invited to 
the Bangaloie camp in preparation for 
the Pakistan tour ol 1978-79 Hard 
woik he did not slink Performances 
he had But still something kept him 
out of the Test team 
In 1977 Barun went to England to 
plav a season ol club cricket in the 
northern league However, in 1978, the 
Bengal fast medium howler was once 
again called to paiticipate in the Irani 
Iiophv Heie again a broken thumb in 
tiviiig to slop a haul letuin was all he 
could show foi his tiouble Dis- 
ajipointed and deiected, Baiun had 
piohablv his woist season in Kanji 
Tiophy in 1978-79 

Next vcMi, however, he came back 
with a bang, as it wen-' He bowled long 
spells with iich lewatds He fielded 
brillianilv and baited with style and 
purpose In the qiiarter-linals against 
Delhi his tieiv bowling—he uprooted 
the stump, ot Sunnder Amainath 
through sheci pace—matched his 
cavalier batting when he thrashed 
Bishan Bedi, Macianlal and company in 
a matter of minutes in a despeiate bid 
to win the match for Bengal Ultimate¬ 
ly. however, his lion-hearted efforts 
proved to be in vain as Bengal lost by 
th" narrow mat gin of .'>0 odd runs 
In 1980, anothei season of club 
ciicket in England helped his allround 
ability to prosper In domestic cricket 



he notched up anorhei ceniuiy, this 
time against Oiissa 
In the Duleep Trophy, Barun had the 
most satisfying season so fai He 
almost single-handedlv helped East 
Zone to defeat North Zone at Delhi 
with figurc-s of 5 for ll'i Then again, 
at Calcutta, in the finals agains’ West 
Zone his magniiicont spell eained him 
6 wickets foi 88 rims 

In cold statistics Bui man has taken 
86 wickets in Kanji Trophy, 12 in 
Duleep ITophv and another 27 in othei 
impoitant lixtuies Along with two 
ceiiiuiies, he has scored more than 601) 
runs in Ranji Trophv 
Today he should, by the weight of 
his performance and his acclaimed 
potential, piove his merit at the high¬ 
est level if destiny at last smiles on 
him. 















The llly-Boycott row 


ARIJIT SEN 

1 1 wjs (inlv the li-ai ol haviii^ to lose 
a lor ol nuint'v thai pi evented the 
Yorkshire imkei authoiiries Irom 
s,i( kin)> either foimei Kiip.larid (aprain 
anil ninv \oikshire manager Rav 
llhngwiirth or cnrient Kngland opener 
tJeotliev Boyiott 1 he mutual animus 
uv between these two (ilaveis has had 
Its ellect on Voikshire's lunrinuiiig 
lac k ol suet ess in all domestic cornpeti- 
tu'iis .iiid has lonsiderahlv weakened 
the moiale ol the team as a whole 
Moie ih.'ii that, it has lowered the 
image ol lie counriv as a whole as 
these two have coiuiiuiouslv washed 
tlieii dittv linen in public In a set up 
when eligibilitv rules aie the sti ictest 
in l-'njtland —onU local bums are 
allowed to plav lor the counriv—ex¬ 
tremes seem to be accepted as normal 
But this leliisal to change with llie 
limes has had an effect on peitoim 
ante Although Ynikshite have won 
the (.ountv thainpioiiship $1 times—a 
lecoitl 111 I ngland -the last victory 
was 1 { Veins ago 

I he c laustiophoblc almospheie has 
also lesiilted ni almost legulai con 
tioveisies Has'les belweeii the man 
agemeiit on one side and captain and 
plavers on the otht'r, have' tornu^d a 
lec 111 ling leatiiie Rav Illingwoith 
himselt had to leave Yorkshire back in 
1‘tfih the last tune the t'ouiitv headed 
the ItMgiie table—over a dispute .itis 
mg out of his conliacr wilh the C'ouiitv 
authorities Aiiothei lormet I-ngland 
stalwait, Hiian ('lose, was ou>lifd in 
1970 

The tollow'ing year Boycott bt'C.ime 
cd|>i,iiii hrom the veiv liegiiiniiig, he 
was unable to establish a lappoi: wiih 
other members ol the t« am But even 
as .1 sec I ion et the Yoikshne c i n ket 
committee stalled a uiove to relegate 
Boycittt and Illingworth m happier limes 










Bovcott to the status of a player, the 
Yorkshiie Membeis’ Reform Gioup 
came into being 

This was in 1977 In 197S, Boycott 
was snipped ot captaincj A special 
meeting was conyened by the ictoim 
gioup and 700 members passed a no 
confidence motion against the cricket 
committee. But they lost out on a vole 
to restore Boycott to lus captaincy by 
the heavy postal ballot—from mem- 
bets tiadilionally forming a bastion ol 
conservatioii 

The man who took civet w is none 
othei than John Hampshiie who was 
himself castigated hv the- authorities 
loi not 'lying to get a hatting honiis 
point in 1978 - which could have’ 
helped get Yorkshiie the chani 
piunship 

The reform gioup lelt that Illing- 
wotih had a hand in Bovcoti's removal, 
because he had become unoflicial 
.uhisei lo tile ciicket committee long 
before he was appointed manager— 
belore the 1979 season—on a fee said 
to he about £l!i.(U)() p(>r aniuim foi 
three yeais 

The Boycott-!Ilingworth clash began 
on an Kngland tout when the lattei 
was captain Not being able to do 
anything then, “Illy” is lepoited to 
have pounced on the oppoitunitv pre¬ 
sented m Ills new capacity as manager 
of the Yoikshire team Although John 
Hampshire made an igiiominous ex't, 
theie was no ciiiestion of hiiiiging 
Bovcoit back as a captain ('hris Old 
was given the- piestigious mantle, 
while Richard l.umh was tiiacle vice- 
captain But ihe latiei resigned in the 
1981 season This forced the commit 
tc'e lo appoint Neil llaitley—who had 
not even been c apped then- to lead 
the side whem Old was unavailable' 


Natufally, there was resentment 
among both players and supporters. 

Meanwhile, Illingworth stepped up 
his action against Boycott by excluding 
him from several Sunday League and 
Fenner Trophy games But most se¬ 
rious was the omission of the opening 
bat from Yorkshire’s match against 
Barbados at Scarborough 

Having just been selected to plav for 
England against India in winter. 
Boycott felt humiliated and went on 
television to air his grievances, saying 
he was “determined to sort things 
out”, although he would wait till the 
season was over foi the confrontation. 

The net result was that, the very 
next day when Boycott was putting on 
his kit for anothei Yorkshire match, 
this time a County game again.st North- 
ants, Illingworth entered the dressing 
loom and told Bciycoti “Please leave 
this room immediately ” A red-faced 
Boycott emeiged from the shade and 
was soon surniiinded by refotm group 
men. Immediately after they heaid the 
stoiy, ihey shouted slogans against 
Illingworth and thiearened disruption 
of the match 

finally, on Seprembei 17, three 
meetings weie hold to sent out the 
dispute Fust, tefoiiti group lepie 
sentatives met Michael ('ranlord and 
Joe Lister, chaiinian and secretaiy, 
respectively, ol the cricket coninurtee 
to demand Illingwo’th’s dismissal 
Then, the in.iiiageinent commit lee sat 
with Boycott and Illingworth to hear 
then views Finally, a spc-cial meeting 
of the gent'ial committee was tor. 
vened 

The net lesult was that both Bovcott 
and Illingwoith were asked to stay on 
The suspension oider on Boycott, 
st'rved by Illingwoith the day York 
shire started then match against 
Northants, was lifted In this manner, 
the committee hoped to patch up the- 
diffeiences 

But the almost open hostility is so 
deep-rooted that it is unlikely in help 
heal anv wounds The committee tiled 
to get a back dooi verdict in favour of 
Illingworth through a secret |ii)ll 
among plaveis It was levealed that, 
barring two, no one waiifc'd Boycott 
eithei as captain oi as a playei iii the 
team This was done after the day of 
high drama, in an obvious bid to offset 
the inroads made by the retoim grouy 

But the end of this turmoil is not yet 
in .ight Each side is now busy licking 
its wounds But it is not inconceivafile 
that the reform gioup will some 
months from now, re-start its cam¬ 
paign against Illingworth by requisi- 
tioniiig a special meeting to discuss 
the dismissal lesolution All it needs 
are the signatuies of 2.9 per cent ot 
the total membeiship, which means 
just .1.90 They had already secured 
this when the ciicket committee 
agreed to meet both sides to defuse 
the situation 

Oifjcidl spokesmen have never 
openly said so, but it is generally felt 
that Boycott himself guides the reform 
group If that is so, there is little 
likelihood of the Yorkshire muddle 
ending in the near future. 




Scrapbook 


The men who 
fight for England 

This week, we begin a series of profiles 
by ASH IS RAY of the England cricketers 
to tour India this winter 


Bob Willis 


E I.hVKN winti-rs aB(>, when liiin- 
lani) well- toitiiiiK Australia undei 
Ra\ Illiiigwoitli, Rebel t (leoine Dvian 
Willis, then ol Suiie\. was tlinvn nut to 
ie|>la(.e the iniuied Alan Waid It was 
a cliaiiLe the selestois loiik, loi the 
Kanglin^ last bowler had mightlv little 
Inst class evpeiienee behind him But 
the move paid oft and today, altei 6.1 
lests and a ban ot iZ 7 wnkets, the 
Warwiiksliiie laptaiii embaiks on the 
toui ot India as ^'n^land’s ])riiu ipal 
fast bowlinn weapon as well as the 
team’s vice laptain 

I'arliei this \eai he leliiined fioin 
the West Indies loi a knee opetatioii. 
wliiib, many thounht, was the end ol 
the load foi the lion-lii aried man. 

Indeed, the p.eiietal leactioti in Kng 
laiul, when hi- tut shoit his visit, was 
“f'inished", “(’.ood lutk mate” ‘’Do not 
sink aioiind the Countv slof> toi too 
loiiK" 

But 1981 was W'lllis’ henetit yeai, 
and he had no intentions ol heiritt seen 
aiotind on iiiitihes Aftei a siittessful 
opeiatioii at the hands ol the doitttr 
vsho had til ated Kapil Oi-v last veai, 
he was b.u k in business Retailed to 
the 'lest side, he thiindeied in with all 
Ins old liie and tuiv at Headiiigley to 
lake 8 toi 41 and demolish Aiistialia 
alter Ian Roih.im had laid the tounda- 
lion with a gloi I'ltis, unbeaten htin- 
died it was his taieei best haul, 
athieved at a time when the [iiessuie 
was leallv on -Kim Hughes’ team 
needing onlv 110 odd to win 
Willis thinks Ions Gieig helptd him 
, tonsiderablv m his deselopment “He 
iGieiKl seemed to understand that a 
last bowlei needs a boost to Ins ego 
and kept telling me how important 1 
was lo lM'f<land, and so on Ihat was 
shiewd psvihoionv, and 1 went Irom 
strength to stren({th undei his eaptani 
is”, he savs in a recent book 

In Ausrialia in 1978 79, foi example, 
he had his opponents sttiiiviiut loi 
pioteitive geai tiom head to toe, and 
tombtned with Botham in the spell 
under Mike Bie.irles to notch up many 
.a victory foi Isrigland 

Willis IS well ovei sis four i.ill, with 
long, fu7zy hair Me is taiitiiin hut 
it'telligent and given to lathei daung 
lemaiks in public r.ighieeii months 


•igo when I he ipustioM ot siibstiiutiim 
Kieailes Inst uoppid up, and when 
most people well cantassing tin 
Rolham he was ipiiie landid about Ins 
Slews and lilt Keith I letibei ssas ilii- 
best in.in lot iln |ob 

Alle; I ngland lost the Inst Test to 
Aiistialia III the leci in senes, he loin 
Fitented in ,i ladio intet viess, "1 do nm 
think Ian (Koth.imi should be caiiiain 
snnpls bei.iese I am lonviiiced bis 
toim has snlteied dianiaticallv since 
taking the c.ipiaini v on Ins shoulders" 
He ilaiiJied 'I .iin not looking to take 
over the ;oli lot nissell I would has’e 
liked to base seen sonieoiie like Keith 
lleiilui gist'll the |ob in tins senes 
and the Indi.in tour' Ihe lest and 
Counts Ciukei Bo,nil disiitilined him 
lot Ins utieiaiK es, but Alei Bedset and 
loinpailv base uliiiiiaielv bowed to his 
opinion 

.So, lie II Is Willis lole sis a sis 
I'lelihei will III that of a seiv tiusied 
lieiilenaiil .is will as a lathei iiiipoi 
lain nienibei ol ilie “think tank" His 
leiord as Waisvii kshiie’s skippei. 
espei lallv in one day cricket is ipiile 
inipiessise Moieovei, he is ssell .ticiis 
tonied to being viie-iapiaiii of I'ng 
land, bating set veil ihis post tin the 
p.lsl ihiee I.nils 

But esen Ins best fneiids will be 
keeping iheii liitgtis nossed about his 
Illness duiiiig sis Test maiihes on 
salving snil.iii-s Some ol them tpiile 
bald anil wliiih will i.iusi- anxiety lot 
.III iiiiuiv pione l.ist bowli-i at 12 atii! 
• hat too, atii'i an I'saiting suinmei 
Howesii, the m.iii liimseil has no 
doubts.mil on till-( onii ai s is ‘ l.'ioking 
loisvaiil to till ihallenge” An miles 
tiuilible spun —and that is what liie 
man is all .iboiit 


Paul Allott 


T ill bigg.-si suipiise- aslai as I ng 
land was lotiieiiied in the liltli 
lest ol the lei eiitlv-iotliliided senes 
against \<isti.ilia was ilii- iiuliision ol 
•lewiotiiei r.nil Allot! in tin sc|ii.id 
Indeed, the iiewi.nnei soon made his 
piesencefelt in no iiiiieilaiii let ms In 
I'aiglatid's lust knock, with Ins side in 
despe.ate need of iiins, the bespei la¬ 
ded last bowlei si tiled 'il. .i scoie that 
sseilt besonil the wildest expei t.ilions 
ol eseti the most anient I'.nglantl sop 


l>oiiei. then by steeling his side to Ihe 
lespeiiablt loiai ol 2>1 

lie then went on lo take the Inst 
Aiistiali.m wiiket, ih.ii ot (uaeme 
Wood, with Olds 20 luiis on the boaitl 
till tlieiisilois I bt-ie wi-ie thiee molt 
wiiki'Is till him in ihe lest and thoiigb 
he svas le^Ietl tin the sixth and linal 
lest, II was p.iieiitK ileai that he had 
mole than a l.iii ibanie of makiiic the 
tom mg paitv lo liulia 

In all. then, a good se.ison tot Allott 
ahtioiigh this .11 title would not be 
c.impli te withoui mention being made 
ol ail iniiilint ili.ii look pl.iie .n bis 
debut lest Huimg the bomb si.iie .n 
Old liallord he was si ni by skippei 
Kie.nlei to tield down .it line Itg and 
displ.iM-tl a little It ss th.m bis usu.il 
• iilhtisi.isni Geoll Bosiolt le.ilisitig 
the te.ison loi Ins neiiousness lalled 
out “Ilon'l will IV. il I iinil yoni -.petta 
lies. I'll Sind iht ni b.u k lo your 
lliolbel ’’ 

As .Aid Bedset leiii.nkeil .tllei in 
i biding MIotl in the suit lot ihi tilth 
Test, “1 hiive lollowid the boy up and 
down till lounlis, and I h.ive been 
11 IV impiessed with wli.ii I h.ive 
seen” 

His asses^ineiil - -oi was il .i huiii li 
piOM'd lo be loiieil loi moving the 
ball with admiiiible coniiol, Allott 
emetgid toveiid witli .i gem ions 
amount ol e.ioiv 

Allott, in tail, loinpleted ilu' season 
with almost 9(1 wnkets the liighesi 
loi Laiiiashiie and one ol the topmost 
tallies loi the summei 

I’xieedingl V tall sis loot tom 
mil. (Ills Clieshiie bin It iiiiketei 
gives the impiessioii ol being tin- si ho 
billy type, plasmg the game m the 
biudable aiii.itetii vein Hus is piob 
aids the case, but he deinonsliales .• 
iiatiiial abilitv to move the ball both in 
the an and oil the wu kel loiiplid with 
.in I'lleitive bounce He i m .ilso bowl 
tidily till long, iieiiods 

His County ia|)tam, (.live I.lovd, 
says III him ‘ he is iitujiiesMiin.ililv tin 
lind ot (he season loi us" Indeed, the 
same laii be said ol Inni in the I ni’bsli 
context It m.iv be due that l.ist bow 
lei 4 " come on the I'esi si one tel.ilivelv 1 
nioie raindiv But the laii that Allott | 
has justitied ihi- initi.d l.iiili plaml in ! 
him at .1 imii when I ngbiiid weie . 
despeiaielv, se.Ill hmg till tiesh l.dent 
IS a souiie III ni.i|oi salist.n lion lo .ill 
siippoitel.. ot I liglish I III kit I 

But lilt le.il obieitlie oi l.ikil.g tin I 
I am .isiilaii to Inili.i 's i.i gineiii him | 
lot the fiiiiiie I 

Ol ciiuise, tills doe. oei iiu .m iliat I 
he will III totally i.vel looked loi tin I 
lests Rut itw I ham es ,iii ib.it hi. I 
liieak will loeie. it i' i onn ' tow.ui! ! 
the latlei p.ii l ol lit st 11 . s In .ill 
liki llhood III will be lighime bn ibe ' 
lliiid se.iniei' lieifh a siuiimg i.iii ! 
Wdlis and Botli.iiii .ii' stiielies wilb ' 
Hillei .mil |olm l.i m i I 

I hough iiippv, Alloit IS .till aiiitlv I 
spiakmg a mediiun p.u ei -.il In si l.isi | 
itietluini But theie IS evei v piis.ibdii\ | 
ol Ills iiuie.ismg, his speed .is lune 
p.isses. wimh will pioli.iblv in.ike loin 
even iiiiiie penelialiie than hi is at 
piesent 
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PAUL ALLOTT 


Sportsworld Special 


The I.F.A. blunders on 
regardless 

The attitudes of our selectors lack a rational and 
scientific approach to the problem. ALBERT FER¬ 
NANDO, the noted coach, emphasises the necessity 
of well-planned preparations for the forthcoming 
Asiad, putting forward his own suggestions 


W ITH the conclusion of the Merde- 
ka Football tournament, it is use¬ 
ful for all those concerned with the 
game to 'ake a look at the present 
system of selection, preparation and 
orientation of the national team in 
intet national competitions This is all 
the more important with the Asiad ]ust 
a year away, so that the pace of 
preparation on the right track can be 
systematically accelerated to reach 
the required international standard 
At the very outset, one cannot but 
be gratified at the thought of India 
having reached the semi-final stage of 
the Merdeka tournament and that too 
without the best players available in 
the country That such a poor and 
inexperienced side was picked up is 
partly the result of our attitudes to¬ 
wards team selections and prepara¬ 
tions which are not well-planned and 


scientific A number of talented play¬ 
ers who could withstand the rigours of 
high class competition weie left out 
and comparatively newcomers in¬ 
cluded who have now been replaced 
for the following competition 
The ’deal time for one to have 
gauged the basic capacity needed for 
an international competition was 
when the last Federation Cup football 
tournament took place in Madras And 
with the home commitments like the 
Calcutta League normally taking pre¬ 
cedence over national preparation, it 
would have been easy for the trainers 
to assemble only those who were com¬ 
petent enough to satisfy the require¬ 
ments of international competitions 
But what one saw instead was a host of 
coaching camps in which all sorts of 
players were involved and in the pro¬ 
cess the veiy best and the mediocre 



were herded together to form a nation- I 
al squad to reach higher standards 
within a shorter period of time Take 
for example the case of Subrata, the 
towering deep defender, who now has 
been called for national duty after we 
have lost the semi-final in Kuala Lum¬ 
pur In the same vein, the experienced 
Ulaganathan is now called upon to 
attend the fourth camp to be held 
hereafter and that too in the company 
of some whose names were not even 
heard during the last Federation Cup 
competition 

One cannot understand the reason¬ 
ing behind this sort of selection; rather 
one wonders as to whether a clear cut 
policy has ever been drawn up so that 
a national trainer or a group of train¬ 
ers, according to the present trend in 
India, can assemble a national squad 
for preparation within a short period. 
If this IS not done then the calling 
upon of numerous selectors and 
coaches during important national 
tournaments will have no tangible re¬ 
sults 

Coming back to Merdeka, India can 
certainly take a leaf out of Iraq’s book 
With a population of about 12,000,000 
It has done extremely well to come up 
the ladder, while its Football Associa¬ 
tion was formed only in the year 1948 
and was affiliated to FIFA in 1951 It 
subsequently joined the AFC in 1971 
It has 52 clubs taking part in cham¬ 
pionships or other competition by the 
1978 count, while there are 22 youth 
teams. The total number of registered 
amateur footballers are only 1100 in 
number while there are 600 youth 
players in the country. There are ab¬ 
out 65 other clubs that do not take part 
in any organised competition in the 
official sense On the other hand, in 
India the number of clubs affiliated in 
the genera] category are 1386 with 
another 563 youth teams. It has a total 
of 37,752 registered players in the 
general category with another 15,358 
in the youth section We were founded 
wav back in 1937 but were affiliated to 
FIFA in 1948 We joined the AFC m 
1954 In addition, we have two Asian 
Championships to our credit: once, in 
the inaugural year of the Asian Games 
in Delhi in 1951 and thereafter in 1962 
at Djakarta. What is more, m Asia 
Itself, we will highlight in due course 
the phenomenal nse of other teams, 
whom we left behmd in the initial 
stages With things as they are, one 
cannot but ponder over the attitude of 
our football hierarchy 

With the restrictions placed on us by 
the continuous domestic tournaments 
almost throughout the year, our top 
players have hardly any time for 
much-needed rest or far attending 
long term coaching camps in view of 
the selection of the national team This 
year alone we had three coaching 
camps which clashed with the major 
domestic tournaments But the fact 
remains that a fully composed national 
squad never remained together for a 
fairly long period. In that case, if this 
IS going to be the regular pattern, then 
we have to adopt an entirely different 
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approach to selecting team, which is 
the need of the hour 
It IS true that tup European players 
also remain busy throughout the year 
But then they are involved in highly 
competitive national and international 
club competitions Hence, to integrate 
these players successfully into a 
national squad becomes easier in a 
shorter period of time The players of 
top European National teams geiieial- 
ly come fiom two oi three clubs Let us 
take for instance the 1974 Woild Cup 
final ,Six of West Germany's players 
belonged to Bayern Munich Club, 
while Its versatile opponent Nethei- 
land had six players fiom Ajax 
Netherland fielded almost the same 
team in the 1978 series in Argentina 
and reached the final In the same 
tournament, Italy had ten of its plav 
ers from Juventus and six from Turin 
Through the bold efforts of coach 
Bearzot, who broke away from the 
stranglehold of the Italian Catanaccio 
stvle of play, Italy put up a wonderiul 
performance almost making it to the 
final Way bat k in 1950, Uruguay won 
the Woilil Cup in Biazil with players 
mainly tiom ranerol and Nacional 
'I he only country m South America 
thill takes a longer tune in preparation 
of a national team, irrespective of 
domestic competitions, is Brazil It was 
so in the rase of Aigentina -under 
coach Menotti—which toi ihe fust 
time prejiated a team on a long-term 
plan lusting nearly four years and won 
the last World Cup on its own soil 
When the players arc- hard pressed 
foi time due to domestic commit¬ 
ments, the art ot selection o‘ the 
national team from two or three clubs, 
which consistently do well in domestic 
competitions, has its well-lounded 
advaiilages. Players of these clubs for 
one are continuously exposed to strong 
opposition which sharpens their play 
and enlarges their experience both 
tactically and psvchologicallv The 
continuous association of players in 
real game situations helps build up 
excellent understanding among the 
players This also enables them to play 
rigorously for a prolonged period of 
time Theii combined experience and 
knowledge forms the basic structure of 
a successfully well co-ordinated team 
The common norms of selecting a 
national team are, first that a method 
of trial IS employed to contemplate the 
final eleven and that the pattern of 
play, to be adopted in the tournament, 
IS also determined The oihei criterion 
involves long and short term plans lo 
specify a style if play Th's, of couise, 
IS based on conscious planning in pre¬ 
paring young players ;o that they can 
rake the place of older players when 
the need arises But India still seems 
to be engrossed in the first method, 
the lesult of which has in many ways 
caused our downfall How long are we 
to put up wiin this trial and error 
method’ This is the question we would 
like to ask our national coaches who 
have been entrusted with the jnepara 
lion of the national teams for several 
years. 


From 1972 onwaids Mr Basha and 
Ml P K Banerjee have been togethei 
looking aftei the destinies of our 
national squad suue the pie-Olympic 
loiiinainent in Rangoon, where 1 my 
sell was a iv it ness to the Indian team's 
pi ogress And now what do we hear, as 
reported in the dadies, in an interview 
with Ml Baiieijee’ Accoiding to Mr 
Banerjee, our team lacks individual 
and collet live -jualities that go lo 
make a le.illy strong national side 
Was U something ihat he discovered 
only in Kuala l.umpur after ten long 
years of national training and parti¬ 
cipation III iiiteratianal comiieiitions-' 
All these camps aie actually wasting 
money since tht\v are not founded on 
well platuuHl schemes Why'* It is simp 
Ij because the Asiad is not a Meideka, 
or a King's Cup in Thailand, nui is it 
the Pies dent’s Cup in Korea which 
the Asian coiimnes use lo build up 
then national reserve In other Auirds, 
most iiiiintiies treat them as tiaining 
camps and send experimental teams to 
their own benefits at the cost of the 
host This was the teason whs 
Malaysia ofiered cash prizes this lime 
so that countries would send rheir 
iruls' national sides However, the 
Asiad IS the mini Woild ('iqi football 
in Asia -ind one cannot afford to treat 
It the way one does in relation to oui 
going to the Merdeka or foi that 
matter to the Middle Hast 

Oui best plaveis in a given position 
aie widely known Anoidinar> lasm.ui 


on the .street will name them lor voii 
Yet, IS It diflicult for us to assemble 
three playeis each foi ,i given position 
in ordci of merit and woik on them on 
d set plan and jiiogiainme 'hat would 
enable India to peifoim cieditablv in 
ihe impending Asian Games-’ Tliese 
can be entrusted to two e \pei I cu.ichi ■> 
while a stand by of promising yotiiig 
players fiom among those wlio li.id 
toured ahiuad lo paincipatc in the j 
youth competitions can he eiitiusted 
to two uthei loaches who can best 
spend then eneigv in piepaniig these 
yoiingsteis so that lhe> i .in lake the 
place of tlieir eldiis as i.ucl whi'ii 
leqinied 

Fi'ially, the idea of holding .ui inter 
national lourriameiit in .odia piiui to 
the Asiad is. indeed a soi.nd proposi¬ 
tion But the imp'llt.int question is 
when till’ liiuiiiarnciit will he held 'Die 
ideal time fot this would be the very 
month and d.ites on which the Asiad 
would he held next year I his would 
enable the plavers anil team officials 
to gam expeneiii e legardiiig the 
climatic conditions prevailing at that 
time Spoils ineclKiiie expeits should 
also get involved in this process of 
jiiepaiatuin So, from now onwards, we 
should have at least two experiented 
men all the time with the team both 
toi loreig.i touts .IS well as foi local 
iriteinatioii.il cornjietiiions instead of 
toui coaches as we have today Lei us 
not deceive ourself Inn he bold enough 
to face flic Is 
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News: National 


LOKOPRIYA BORDOLOl TROPHY 

Assam police unstoppable 


A ssam FOI.ICE XI won this years 
All India Roidoloi Tiophv—held 
yearly hy the Gauhati Sports Assosia 
tion—^when they delealed (.loa's De 
mpo Sports Club by two poals to ml 
This year theie weie ^2 teams paiti- 
cipating 111 the touinament Geoi(te 
Telegiaph and Kiddeipoie were the 
only Calcutta tirst division clubs thai 
competed The principal teams that 
could not find berths in the quarter 
final I played on a league basis) weie 
Border Security Fotce (BSFt of Julliin 
dm, Assam Rifles and Oil India The 
Bhutanese team Thimjiu XI, defeated 
BSF, who were without then stai for- 
waid Narendra Guiung and others Oil 
India also felt the absence of then 
niatoi plavcMs—Anial Fhiikan and 
Aiun Raitliakui 

Assam I’olice XI, Kidderpore and 
Oeoige Telegiaph weie placed in one 
gioup while Deinpo Sports club, Thim- 
pu XI and Shillong XI of Meghalaya 
weie segiegaied in another in the 
guaitei final league matches Ihe 
teams which ciualified lot the semi- 
tiiidls were Assam Police, Kidderpore, 
Denipo Spoits and Thimpu \I 
The fust encountei in the double leg 
semi final betwt>en Assam Police and 
rhimpu XI ended blank In the second 
match, Assam Police defeated T'hinipu 
XI. a])plyiug tough tackling and long 
passing The liiiiitatioiis ol the short 
si.itined Bhutanese in the air were 
clearly exposed One inteiestmg fea- 
tiiie ol the match was that the Assam 
Police custodian, Khaklati, almost le- 
peated the feat pieviouslv perfoimed 
by Pet Jennings, the Northein Ireland 
go.ilkeepei leiinings, while playing 
loi Spurs, was credited with having 
scoiotl a unique goal when he kicked 
the ball past the opposing goalkeeper 
In the same fashion, the Assam Police 
custodian kicked the ball which land¬ 
ed in the penalty area ot the opponent, 
but was saved be the Thimpu custo¬ 
dian 

The first ericoiinter in the second 
semi-final between Uempo and Kid- 
dei pure r.lsn ended in a goalless draw 
In the second match Kidaerpore were 
beaten by Dempo j$-4 in the lie- 
breakei 

The eailv exit ol popular teams like 
Assam Rifles, Oil India, BSF and 
Geoige Telegraph from the tourna 
ment took away a lot of appeal and 
attraction But magnificent football by 
the Thimpu XI relieved the organisers 
ot a financial crisis, a scare of which 
loomed large till then Dempo Sports 
Club, on tne other hand, weic the 
favourites to win the trophy and the 
manner in which they vanquished the 


ovei-rated Thimpn XI was simply un 
beliecable Thai was possihls the last 
time Dempo Sports plaved uigamsed 
football 111 this touinament Their suh- 
sc'quent matches were devoid of any 
planning 

The tmal was played on 27 Septeni- 
hei befoie a huge crowd of about 
.10.000 people Thouusands of specta¬ 
tors had to lease the' giound dis 
appointed foi want ol a ticket, locus 


The plainer', ol Ihe victorious Assam Police XI 

sing once again on the need to build a 
bigger and fiill-tledged football sta¬ 
dium in this lootbali ciazy town of 
India 

Assam Police, ado])ling a 4 2 4 sys 
tern, plaved a fast g.ime with suppoits 
from vast ciowds Dempo on the othei 
hand, could nevei rise above mediocri¬ 
ty (lilbeiton .Sangma scored the fii.st 
goal bv placing a taji Irom Broien 
Btahnia on the iiglit ol the goaUcepei 
The <econd goal was scored when 
Bhusall's shot was deflected oil the 
body of one ot the defenders to eniei 
the Dempo goal Both teams, however 
played clejii lootbali 

liempo’s tiequeni counterattacks 
proved abortive as they failed lo 
.spread out the clustered Police de¬ 
fence Plavmg against 4 2-4, De 
mpo ciowded their opponent’s go.il 
mouth, hoping to score thioiigh a 
inelc-c, but then shoit and insipid 
passing found no answer to the detei- 
mined defence of the opposition li. a 


nutshell, they faj|led to penetrate the 
defence to create openings 

Amongst the noted players. Fer¬ 
nandes and Nicholas Pereiia ol Dempo 
and Gilberton Sangma of Assam Polite 
completely tailed to mipiess, although 
the latter scored a bejiitiful goal in 
the final FnKhruddiii Laskat of Assam 
Police, Phulmun ot Shillong XI, Uttam 
Chakravartv of Kidderpoie and Petne 
Rai, Drgen Lama and Abhoy Guriing 
of Thimpu XI put up good perform- 
ant es 

All the teams in the tournament 
placed great stiess on defence, thus 
failing to make very few concerted 
moves 111 the linals, Assam Police, in 
the last 20 miiintes ol play, lesortcd to 
absolute delenco with nine ot their 
players ciowding iheii goalmouth. 

Ptahiad Khaklaii. l-,ugenio Catdoz, 
Keshah Piadhan and Kabul Tenzing 
Kheiia]) weie the t ustudians who were 


who won Ihe Bordoloi Trophy this yeai 

impressive In cK-lciici-, Anania Rai 
and Mintoo Basumalaii ol Assam 
Pidice, all the foui backs ol Di-mpo viz 
Rodiiques, Pei I'll a, l.otikai and 
Daniel ladiiidgeci the besi playei', 
Dilip S.iikar of iJeoigi 'I eh graph, 
Ilarbh.ijan Singh of BSI-. and Priya 
Phookun ol .\ssain Rifles impressed 
ihe spectaiors 

Machado Phulmun, Petiic Hai. 
Tapan Ghosh and l.a-kai were the 
linkmen ol whom we can expect more 
111 ihe tii'uie 

A gradual decline in staridalds ol 
ilie local Ass.im leanis, save the Assam 
Police leini, has caused miirmiiis 
amongst the tans and pundits alike 
Their atlention is new diverted to the 
North eastern Stales lootbali tourna 
ment to In held in Shillong bom 28 
viciobrr ilys veai 

SATTYANARAYAN TRIPATHI 
Assam 



A. T BARUA 





BRIGADE OF GURKHAS GOLD CUP 

An absolute thriller 

SARAJIT DEB reports from Darjeeling 


I,dst BfiindJ made two in 

the team (hat had tiKUied in the quat- 
ter tina], Sudhir Kaimakai (itl place of 
ftiiip I'alii) and custodian Btswaiir Das 
ll•plallnK (Jopaliandhu Sahoo The in- 
ihision (»t Sudhii lent solidanty lo the 
(lehiui-, but the foiivuids failed to 
iieale iipoiimKs On the titlici hand. 


I N one o( the most diam.itu tinals m 
recent seats Hast Reitf’al annexed 
the glitteniift sesenth All India Hit 
Kade of (iurkhas (lold Cup dele.itinp 
arch-rivals Moliun Bau.in 12 I he win 
ners, who were tiailini: oy two ^oals 
till the 30th minute ol the second halt 
scored all then three ^oaK iii a spari ot 
10 minutes and thus salvaged some 
pride after a disastioiis stait to the 
season hor Mohun BaKan. who have 
won the tiophv in till then pietious 
appearantes, 1‘17’i, l‘)7ti tiomrlv with 
East Bengali and 1974 this w.is then 
first deleat in Dai leelmg and also the 
first ot the lurrent season 

East L'nigal. without doubt, were 
the betti. side Thes lonipleteh 
dominated the fust hall bat lould not 
score betviuse rlwn foiwaids tiimhled 
when It tame to shooting at goal 
Either thev took waywaul shois oi 
feeble ones which the Mohun Bagan 
custodian I'intap tdiosh had no ditli- 
cultv in collecting Mohun Bagaii lie 
gan with a now \igoui altei the intro 
val and in the very tilth minute loiged 
ahead Arup Das sent a ceuiie tioin 
the leit flank Stoppei Sank<ii Saiia 
missed the llight ot tiu' ball and the 
evet-agile Shvam 'lhapa was ihcie to 
half-vollev diagonallv in tiom close 
Mohun Bagan Ki'pt up the piessure 
and in the 19th initiute got then 
second goa' 

A high lob by (lauiam Saikar lioin 
the nudheld aiea tiavellcd ocei the 
entire East Bengal side hiaiitis lie 
Soura went foi the ball and was close!v 
followed bv Thomas Mathews, who, 
sensing the dangei, tiled to put the 
ball away for a comer But the biill lo 
his aMonisliment enteied the net Al 
lei the goal Francis DiSou/.i missed 
two golden chances ol liirihei ronsoli 
dating his team’s poMtion when lie 
shot ovei liom close on both ticcasions 
Aftei that it w.is again East Beng.il .ill 
the wav First C D. francis sho' in 
liom a melee, then jamsliid Nasim 
headed in with the hack ol his head 
from d Somenath Banei |ee twho had 
replaced Subir Satkai > cenr^'v to les 
tore pariiv And then i" ine lollnwiiig 
minute, Somenath himself nodded m 
thewinnei fiom.iC 1) Fiancis tentie 
All in an elecmlving span in 10 mi 
nutes, whn li left the Darjeeling crowd 
spellhoiind 

I'lr East Bengal, two plavers shone 
stopper Sucihii Kaiin.ikai and linkman 
Fareed The vetei an stoppei heheved 
in first time c leaiaiici's, which proved 
to be the best stiatepc on the small 
ground Fareed was ,i rneless woikei, 
moving up and down *o help the lot 
wards and the deteuce Dilip I’alit, 
who along with Mi pel Baskar had 
taken charge of the team altei coach 
Santo Mitra had leli, said after tlu’ 
match “We deserved (111 victuiv We 


should li.ive ijoi itie lead in llie Inst 
halt itscll, hut we laded lu utilise out 
thanct’s when ihe\ laine 'fhc siihsiiiii 
tiiiiis wi rn.ide, hiiriging in Someriaih 
•ilitl Moti -Singh itoi losejili Maih.idiii 
piosecl liiiillid and with this victors 
wt' hace pirged we <iie not i sju m 
toicc ,1011 aie callable ot lighting 
hai k ■ 

liom lilt Mohun Biigan tanks 1‘ia- 
dipt hoiidhii c till ca[)t>iiii ot the side, 
placid well in citleiue .Sainai llliaf 
lachaiva the utlui sio]ipei pl.ivi'tl 
consisteiiiK ihioiighiiiiMhe mail h liiii 
he missed pisi iwo hcMihis and those 
wen ciMUi’iied iMo goals In the loi 
w.iiil hue Ile.Soii/a and .Shyani looked 
ihe iniisr d.ingi'i.nis Cinii )i Sankai 
llaiiei |< e said We aie playing loi tlu 
thud Kii’sei iitice d.iv .ii<cl the siiam ol 
the '*() niiiiiite mail hi s was ec idem ip 
ni\ di li'iuli IS, i-sjiei i.dh 111 ihe second 
hall In .uiditioii most ol ips plaveis 
weieawas doing iiaiiorul elms But we 
Mill plavi d and ve, \ neails won the 
iioplis ’ 


ihep opponents, Noiih Bengal (loikha 
-Sub .Aiea leliecl on then set game 
p.itiein going loi man to man coveimg 
and vseie paitlv siucesstiii in ihcnr 
Me tics The\ c'icMted a lew opemng.s. 
1)111 illcliiecled shots fioni then lor 
w.ii ds hat ells posed ans pioblems loi 
Biswatil 

I asl Bengal leplaiecl Sntneiialh ,incl 
biought in Siihii Saikai but this niacle 
no ditteieiue lust when ihe onlv 
lesiilt OIK could think ot was a draw 
the game livtiiidu|> I aieed laii down 
ihe niulcllc .md passed I hi hall to 
Mapd who in liiin p.issed to Moll 
Smgh I'loiri iheit ii went lo .Siihii, 
who shot home with the open goal in 
tiont ot him Two niiiiotcn l.iiei. 
I areed again passed to laitisliid and 
the l.iitei gave it to M.ipd whi/sc shot 
hit the post ,nid went in llmugh 
1 aieetl was ihe mnsi impiesso'e he 
did not seeriu d to sli.iie iiiiul ot an 
midei St. Hiding w illi ihe othi i linkimin 
Machado 'I'lie loiw.ntls tailed iii tunc 
tioii pioperlc mainis hecaiisr' tlies 
lelied too lie.nilv on M.ipd, who w is 









cjff dengiil players with Ihe glittering t-iokt Cup 







not in his elements. 

The other semi-final was between 
the 1979 finalists, Mohun Bagan and 
Border Security Forte. The game was 
played at a fast pace and both teams 
tried their best to gain territorial sup¬ 
remacy. BSF, the holders, controlled 
the proceedings in the initial period 
and had a chance in only the third 
minute when Avam Gope shot straight 
into goalkeeper Pratap Ghosh’s hands, 
off a pass from Nand Kishore 

Slowly Mohun Bagan took control of 
the proceedings, getting their first 
goal midway through the first half A 
high lob by Satyajit Mitra from the 
midfield was chested down by Biswajii 
Bhattacharya The BSF custodian, 
Charanjit Singh, fumbled as the ball 
crawled in In the closing stages of the 
first half Mohun Bagan scored then 
second goal Francis DeSoiiza got the 
ball on the right flank and cut in 
through the entire defence He took a 
tremendous shot which slipped from 
the goalkeeper’s grasp and Shyani 
Thapa was on the .spot to place the ball 
m 

Both teams fought hard and it was a 
tough match The BSF foi wards relied 
too much on rheir star plaver, Naren- 
dra Guiung, to provide the Midas 
touch, but he was well marked by the 
Mohun Bagan defenders In the mid¬ 
field the Bagan duo of Gauiam Sarkar 
and Sujas Bera worked hatd, feeding 
then forwards well The spirit that had 
been lacking in the Mohun Bagan team 
in their quarter final match, seemed to 
be back, mainly due to the piesence of 
I Gautam 

ITHOUT doubt, the best quartet- 
final encountet was the one be¬ 
tween Mohun Bagan and Aryan, which 
the former won by the odd goals in 
three. Mohun Bagan had starred on a 
very lethalgic note and at one point it 
looked as if they wanted to lose the 
match and letutn home as quick as 
possible But they suddenly woke up 
from iheir slumber and not only 
erased their delicit but al.su forged 
ahead They missed an absolute sitter 
:n the very second minute when Fran¬ 


cis OeSoura bungled with only the 
goalkeeper to beat 

Aftei that Aryan took control of the 
proceedings and forged ahead through 
Subhashis Dutta Aiyan continued to 
enjoy leriitorial supiemacy but could 
not conveit this into goals Then mid¬ 
way through the second half there was 
a transformation in the Mohun Bagan 
side, with the sick Samar Bhattacharya 
icplacing Surajit Sengupta Shyam 
Thapa, who was playing as a .stoppet, 
moved ovei to his oi iginal position as a 
stiikei and out of the blue produced 
his magic touch Arup Das executed a 
centre from the light which was 
headed by Deepak Banerjee (replac¬ 
ing Md Habib) and Shyam, piefernng 
not U) let the ball drop, executed a 
back vollev, which hit the roof of the 
net, an absolute gem ol a goal Shyam 
also scoiod the second goal after some 
time and though Ai van iought hard it 
was Shyam who changed the whole 
complexion of the match by virtue of 
the two goals 

Fast Bengal had a tough qiiartei- 
fiiial match Aftci the first day’s play 
was washed out due to heavy ram 
when I-.ast Bengal were leading by a 
solitarv goal, they had to fight all the 
way to get past Gorkha Brigade from 


Simla (which had earlier trounced 
Punjab Regimental Centre 5-0 in the 
pie-quarter final) East Bengal were 
fortunate because the goal which got 
them through to the semi final could 
be termed a lucky one C. D. Francis 
I an down the left flank and sent a shot 
across the goalmouth Perhaps he had 
wanted to centre it, but at the last 
moment the ball swerved and went in 
Throughout the encounter, it was the 
Gorkha team which had the better of 
the exchanges, but they failed to shoot 
when in front of the East Bengal goal 

BSF' had to toil hard to defeat Rail¬ 
way Football Club from Calcutta (who 
had earlier accounted for Kishore San- 
gha liom Siliguri 2-0) and though they 
won .1-0, it was not as easy an encoun¬ 
ter as the score suggests The game 
stai ted on a slow note with both teams 
tiymg to seize each other up Then 
Ranjit Charterjee’s shot hit the post 
and that seemed to change the whole 
complexion of the game The railway- 
men seemed to lose heart and even 
though they tried, they let in two 
quick goals through Avaiii Gope and 
Nand Kishore BBF custodian Charan¬ 
jit .Singh played well and parried quite 
a few shots from the RFC forwards and 
III the dying minutes of the match 
Pradip Subba scored ihe third goal for 
his side All the goals were due to 
defensive lapses as they came from 
close range shuts 

North Bengal Sub Area, a team com¬ 
prising local militarv fileyers created 
an iip.set when they defeated the 
seeded Port Trust side in another 
quartet-final match Port Trust, be¬ 
cause of their performance in the 
Calcutta League, where they had 
beaten East Bengal, were seeded 
directly into the quarter-final but the 
local players fought hard and were 
sudessful. In the earlier round, 
NBGSA had defeated a Sikkim XI 2-1. 

Among the other first and second 
round matches, the one between 
Aryan and Snnali Sibir was interesting 
as It went to the tie-breaker, where 
Aryan pre vailed And it was the .same 
Sonali Sibir. which had defeated the 
]o( al Darjeeling XI by the odd goal in 
three in the opening match of the 
Tournament. 


UaiKl scormn Ihe second qoet for his side agelnst NBGSA 
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GOVERNOR'S GOLD CUP 

Mafatlal weave 
a winning web 

SUBHASH SARCAR reports from Gangtok 

D KDICAllON. determiMcitioii, dili 1 \l>ji tun ilid imi dcU-nd 
eeriie and lustlv it'.irtivvoik wjs ihc’ viMi lu-i.uiso ilir\ wi-w 


and lastlv it'.imwoi k was ihc’ 
Mi(.(.i-ss loi mula ot the Sikkirn t (i(>il>all 
AssciLiatKin I'he St A's vnuiij; otlicials 
undei the stewaidship ol piesidctit 
1* K I’ladhan and setietan Kaima 
Ytuinel stinte to put the boidei State 
on the Indian looiball map with the 
All India (joteinoi's (aild (.up nmina 
mem ImtialK tins Lompeiitnin did 
not lia\e mmh ot an impact as only 
UiL.il loams used to panicipate Last 
veai with the "blessinns" ol ilie All 
India I'ooih.ill ledeiiUntn a leu (at 
ciilla teams made the imiinec to (■.ini’ 
tok including Muliammedan Spoil me, 

I lit l.itioi uon the aitiaciice cup Iasi 


teal tun did not deleuci the title this 
veai liecauso lliet weic a depleted 
side 111 tile etes o) ilu soccei tans at 
Sikkim s ( apital tin Idack iind whites 
weie lei’aided as limlilv unspoitin); 

Hc'wevei when the AIM' lust lecon 
nised tlie ('lOteinoi s t up as a ma|ot 
tom nameiii some ol itu'counirv's top 
teams conteiKed on the saiidt I'.ilioi 
St.idiiim to plot! itu'ii nutlU- Ihose 
who paiticipaled will netei loiKet the 
waim leception and liospitalitt e\ 
tended liv tlie Si \ wliicti will smelt 
aitiail mole te.uns m the tuluic One 
diiivtliack w.i' that despite the SI A's 
otloiis the Bin I hn-e ' ot Calcuttii 
aioided li.inplok last Betu'al had 


Kiven then word but backed out at the 
last minute Undaunted, the organis- 
uis pledge that they will net these 
teams to plat in Gangtok in tiiture. 

The apsente ot Calcutta’s bip. clubs 
in no wav lobbed the tournainont of its 
keen spiiit ol competition and bets 
^aloie weie pliiced on the outcome. 
Bombay's Malatlal went home smiling 
altei deteating the Bangalore outfit, 
Indian Telephone Industries. 4 2 in the 
final This vie tot v was a great morale 
hoosiei loi the Bombay side as they 
had nc'tei met with much success 
against the Bang.ilote outlit hetore. 

in weie consideied the favourites 
in the final In fact, they could have 
won but lot some bad lull and lor the 
fact that then mot ale had taken a 
beating because ol the misbehaviour 
ol one ol then officials which caused 
them great embariassnietil Ihen 
again, ITI captain Raiasekhai, who 
won the hest plavei awaid, could have 
changed the tide ot the match had he 
not missed thiee good chances within 
SIX miiimes ot each other But their 
display on ihe day tell wav below 
expectations, espei lallv comiiared to 
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JCTs ln0er Singh being chased in the senu-hnal 

their previous outings If anyone did 
put up a (’rand sliovi it was medio 
Kumar who was truly the vital link 
between the forwatds and the deep 
defence The test were |ust mediocre, 
but, David and Kaiasekhar tried their 
best 

Matatlal suipiised the luii;e iiowtl 
with then tine depkiv hv lomiiiu into 
the uunte ten minutes attei the stait 
Thev mounted piessuie on ilu detente 
and succeeded in diavcing lust blood 
thiou(;h linkman B.iirho iViieia oft a 
centie in the 1'ith minute 'I'lies m 
cieased the mai^’in thiough .i pen.iltv 
Ih minutes latei when (toalkeeiiei 
l'nMp<ithv Shankai held onto keith 
Swaiti's It’Rs inside the bo\ S.iceed 
concerted this without anc pioblenis 
This, houe\‘*i did not woiiv the Il'l 
bovs as thev reduced the maiRin t\\c> 
minutes betoie lemon time when 
flankman David took lull advantaRo of 
a detente lapse bi-tween Alim Khan 
and Haiiiimantha and booted home oti 
Raviktiinar 

Matatlal continued their Raliant 
fiRht alihouRh thev missed a couple ot 
chances ihiee minutes aftei the 
bteaihei R.iiasekhai scprandeicd a 
sittei, kickinR wide ot the maik fiom 
close laiiRe otf a David centie IT! Rot 
back into then stiicle and toiiRht back 
This was eiratic tootball, but a sudden 
fast move b> wiiiRei Katan I'hapa 
found the mark ott a pass fiom Aiiand 
SinRh to Rive Matatlal a conviiiciiiR 
lead and Manuel hichado scoied the 
fourth off Keith Swam But I'll illied 
and a couple of minutes latei Ravikii- 
mar netted otf a David centie I he HI 
coai h Ramaki ishna Kao said "Mafat 
Idl plavi’d well in the first 10 minutes. 


then we came in and accoidiiiR to the 
lun ot plav, leteiee Taiak Sen Rave a 
penaltv when the Roalkeepei had 
saved the ball That was all iiRht hut 
how could Mr Sen overlook Piem 
Dor|i’s haiidliHR ot the half'' Mv boy.s 
did not function propeilv in the first 
half and althouRh they were eveiy- 
wlieie in the second half we missed a 
tew sitters ” Macjbool Ahmed, the 
Matatlal coach, had this to say “1 still 
say that the absence of Salma .lo.seph, 
Caido/ and Joseph had reduced the 
team’s punch considerably Raian Tha- 
pa, Haiiiimantha and Fichado func¬ 
tioned well Both mv wingers seemed 
toTjf out of form but picked up later 
The ITl defence was W'eak though outs 
was no better But we missc’d a lot of 
c liances ” 

I T was sad indeed that JCT had to 
make their exit in the tie-bieaker 
against ITl It could be said that JCT 
placed better on the day but ITl won 
Indeed, the tie-breaker might not have 
been enforced fiad the goal hy ebul¬ 
lient veteian international Inder 
Singh not been disallowed He had 
scored in the first half of extra time 
when both teams were locked one-all 

l.inesman An pi Bhiitia raised his 
Hag but will t leteiee Subhan blew the 
whistle foi a goal the linesman 
pioniptiv hiought the Hag down But 
one of the ITl officials—whose pie 
seiiLi- pioved very irritating—sudden¬ 
ly enteied the field and raised the 
linesman's hand to claim it offside 
The lefeiee looked pu/.*lc‘d but the 
linesman insisted that goal had been 
scored from an offside position This 
only goes to say that Bhutia was not 
conveisanl with the i tiles It was his 


duty to have kept the Hag laisc-d and 
not to have hacl sec mid ihoiights 

Intler rushed low aids him and 
politely asked how could he leveise 
his decision Catei, Indei said “This is 
a game One either loses oi wins Wc* 
weie not haiikei mg altci v ic im v hiii 
foi once ive dc’set ved a c on ei l dec i 
Sion I hat linesman’s conscience will 
tiouble him now It is lieai he knows 
nothing about the uiles ol the game ’ 
JCT coach Cl S Viik said “How tins is 
allowed, Ciocl onlv knows " 

The Fhdgvvata team, though haii 
napped liy the absence ot foui ot their 
stai players in Faimai, I'aimiiiclei, 
Haiiinclei (all at the India camp) and 
.Sukhvinder, who is miuieci, began 
with a slight edge over then rivals 
The cool Indei played as a schemer 
and fed the forwa'ds well, though it 
was none othet than thi.s simple veter¬ 
an who availed a forwaid pass, skilful¬ 
ly beat a defender and booted home in 
the lOth minute of the tiist half 
harliur, his team-mate Kashmiia. who 
netted five of the eight goals against 
Rajasthan, missed two good chances 
because he was erratic 

ITI, a side which had perlormed well 
in previous matches was not at its best 
but came into the game about five 
minutes before lemon time, getting 
the equaliser through a full-blooded 
shot from Ravi Kumar which went past 
the clutches of the iival custodian 

Though the match was a mediocre 
one, play was largely confined to the 
midfield and both teams had their 
chances in the second half The Phag- 
wara goalkeeper gathered confidence 
under the bar anci played well, fisting 
away two of David's shots, while Uma- 





pathy Kumar, the ITI goalie, was lucky 
that Kashmira missed a close-range 
cross by a fraction although latei on he 
saved one fiom the same stnkci This 
half saw some of the Bangalore bovs 
intentionally injure Inder and on two 
occasions he took the boot without any 
anger on his fate However, extra-time 
saw JCT make a last frantic bid to 
score Indei did get one but this was 
disallowed and when some of his play¬ 
ers wanted to argue he slapped two of 
his players and told the team to keep 
quiet 

JCT’s best chance came in the 
second halt ot extra time when Kultai 
had a very good chance to head in 
when ITI custodian left his citadel but 
he shot ovei the crosspicte ITI had 
the liitk hut had not liidei ^ingh 
missed his shot iii the rie hieakei 
things would have been ditteieiii 

E \RL 11 'K, Bombiiv's Malatlal edged 
out lobust l*un|jb Police in the 
scmilmals The pnlicemeii g.iie ol 
I hen best in the toiitiianient but the 
R'ltnb.iv outtit b.titged home a go.il 
thiiiiich vMiigif R.iian Thapa oil an 
\ii.nid Siiigli (<-ntie in onh the thud 
m.nuii Mils ti.iftled then opponents 
inoiiR iit.iiiK and Ralwindei stoied tht 
equalisei tom rniitiiles later when he 
inissid trom a melee atrei a detendei 
l.iiltd to oilRipate the tiiovcintni ol 
tin- ball 

Matatl.il got their set oiid goal 
till (High Mamu'l I'lchado oil a flag 
kiik "1 lold I'uhado to move in from 
tile It It and It wfiiked though he 
missed thiee good iharues,” tom 
ineiiteil i oat ti Maqhool Ahmed "What 
I'liin.ib I'olue l<ti ked on the da\ was 
iniiii h and liiiish. but rhev look advait 
tage ot the unimpressive Mafatlal link¬ 
men and Maivindei was seen oveilap 
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ping in thei! /one to tause some an¬ 
xious moments Balwiii'Iei missed 
anothei oppoitiiiiiiv iii the second 
halt, sending a teehle shot that was 
easily counteied ' J told llaitumantha 
to maik Balwindt-i and he siiiceeded 
The opposing loiwauK lould do little 
He IS a verv good plavei " 

Poliiemen tie known foi their 
lobust style ot plav and the Pun tab 
team wa* no e\( i prnui (. ai/tain Keith 
.Swam was miiiitd bv r>)ugh tackling 
.Old medio Ravi Bhus.iii siiiiuld have 
bc-i n cannoned hv leleiet I.iiak .Sen. 
"I paiticiilaiIv asketl me hovs to ktep 
cool I Wioned them ihe polite 

mill vvoiiiti tome loi th,- man instead 
ol the liali \lv bo's sill 1 1 etled." Con¬ 
cluded the Matailiii toach 

I N the cpi.iilei Im.il stage ihe thiee 
('.dtiiir.i le.ims w'liKh weie seeded 
into till la->t eight made their exit 
R.iiasiii.in piovided the gieatest 
shock In the absence ol the hlack-and 
white shuts iliev wire tonsideied one 
ol the !i admg tontondi'is hut went 
into a Slump against .K'l, taking a 
men lies' diubhing K -0 including the 
onlv hat trick ot the toiiinameitt bv 
Kashmiia Singli The lagaiiisers had 
leason lo bt .ippieheiisive but the next 
tisiiin between -Arsan .tnd Punjab 
Polite helped ease the tension Ii was 
ditricult Ml believe rhat K.iiasthaii had 
taken such a lieaiiiig 


B^iwinder of Puntiib Police moves irt aqainsi 4o-.in m ihc .(i-auf"‘. 




At the outset, Rajasthan began most 
lethal gically, conceded three goals 
within seven minutes and never leaiiy 
recovered thereafter They did every¬ 
thing but play football the covering 
was appalling, there was no elfoit in I 
follow up chances, nor did they put up j 
any resistance In fact, they did not 
look the side which gave Mohun Bagan 
such a fright in the IFA Shield semis 
The organisers even went to the extent 
of asking one of the club officials the 
reason for the debacle The explana- 
non given was that “Four ot out play¬ 
ers, Swapan Routh, Swapan i^alsai, 
Chandan Bhatiachariee and Taiun 
Mukhia, did not come " 

The next match rose to gteai heights 
only to end in a leplay when i el tree S 
A. Subhan of Tamil Nadu called off the 
game aftet extra time due to fading 
light The sturdy Punjab Polite tiied 
to take full advantage oi the shuitei 
Aryan boys and resorted to excessive 
hard .ukling But the lunioi bovs 
made their intentions very clear with a 
lucky display of football Keleree 
iibhan should have been mote stud 
about his supeivision Oetendei Hai- 
vinder who believed in lough pla\ in { 
the Inst halt deliberately tolled the 
Aryan tlankman but was nut shown the 
yellow card But when an Aiy.in deleii j 
del was caught in the satin- act 
although to a lesser degree he was 
unhesitatnigU shown the vellow duel 
Aiyan. who were coiiieied gut the 
sympathy ol I he ciowd ,ind exhibited | 
bettei fuotbrill than the lubust pulne 
men in the replav Again, Subhan 
failed to rake lull luniiul ot the g.iiiie 
as the polue team lesurted lu t.in 
trums Aiyan suuld have won tin 
match had tlu- reteiee not uvetlookid 
the penalty in rlie i!4th minute ui the 
firsi sesMuii when Haivnidti handled 
the ball inside the box Ai van managt-i ' 
Ram tlangulv said with hiiie'iie.s 
“First ul all, the letereiing was ex 
tremeh puoi Had we gut the pmaltv 
the sturv would have In-en entnilv 
different 1-vervune save Haivindd 
handling the hall inside ’Iln-n ag.iin. 

! Subhan had no conriul ot tin match, 

I otheiwise niv hi.vs would have pet 
I formed bctiei ’ 

I The matcli was inoie Ol less coni uu-d 
to the midtiehl /on.- and although hoih 
sides iTiade spot adit laids custodians 
Jhalman and Achintva Has rose to the 
occasion indilv Wingei ,Stipm Das mis¬ 
sed an easy chance wlien he had lo 
bool home pioinpih hui In dillv 
dallied toi a dctendei to loll the 
attenipi I hen [iitilman w.is cpiick 
enough to stop Bi|ov Diiita and Aniita 
va Mnklu'i jee So did Jagtltv miss .m 
easv heaclei oft a Balbii . Si i ceniie 
Amitava got aiioihei thance in the 
lanei halt fiut was intctnionally tilled 
bv lijlial Singh 

Itib.il IS a line stoppet and woiks 
veiy haul V.’iih a little mote evpei i 
ence in Ing lu s he should ch velop iiiio 
^ d tiiu phivei In t.icl, he li.u tin- 
, makings ot anoihei l.iin.iil Singh 
^ Aclimtva ll.is gave a spaiklmg pc i 
] tui mailt, e uncle I ;hi- .Vivan hai fU 
_ looked a picnii- ot > oniieltiici and 
showed good anucipatioii 1 oliune did 


not smile on them as they lost in the 
tie breaker 4-5, Jhalman saving the 
fifth shoi Anyway, the ctowd had the 
final sav gallant Aryan earned the 
ieputat..jn ot a betret side 

Puniab Police coach Ohaiain Singh 
said “Mv hoys put up a vi*iy good 
display but honestly oui shooting was 
poor—that was oui mam cleteci V\e 
had the uppei hand H,»d we included 
a schemei we c ould liav e done bc-ttei 
.liid seoied thiough Baiwindei I am 
living to get someone lo help hint 
Jhalman did vvell uiidei the hai “ 
Bomtiav’s Malatlal came .nil best m 
the tlnicl (|Li,iiiei-tinal maleh agamsi 
•Boidei Secniiiv I'mce The gi-ncr.d 
consensus ol the jniblic was that tlu- 
Biimb.iv oMttn w.is ,i clean te.iin plav 
mg hellt'i tooio.ill wlieieas BSl ih 
pc iided sole K on Saiendi.i (aiiung 
and \and Kishciie wiih the pn ilici.ibh- 
ii-siili that (.III ling was put unde i 
Uiiw ..1 1 iiilecl pi c ssiii e 



Jhdl'”,vi I'l PuniJt' Ri’lnt 

Midwav ihioiigh the tiisi hall BSF 
missed .1 c haiue ihioiigh Nand Kishoie 
when he had oiilv Sahih.itia lo ht al hut 
Itioved unecpial to the t.isk Mi clio 
Fiibado was iiisii umental m ttie tiist 
goal He moved in and lollicled ailh 
the ontushiiig goalkeeper and be ton- a 
desperate deteiidei conlil cleat the 
lehound, a ditting R.itan Iti.ip.i 
placed the ball home 

Matallal sc-aleil Bsl's t.ite when 
Katan Fhapa headed in olt .i Swam j 
flag kick fie missed a hat tuck oppoi | 
tiinitv because he was .i hitle slow in a 
LI OSS pass inside the* danget /one 
Matallal coach Maijhool Ahmed said 
"BSt’s ihiet setback was the loss ot 
toiii good plaveis, otheiwise the match 
could have gone either wav Mini 
Khan <md Ralaki ishnaii did not (lei 
lorin wi I ihi'iehv t-nahling Ksl to 
make sotnt laids fiom thai -icle " 

While Aivan and CPT bowed out 
gtacinusly and a gutsy, disciplined 
.Aikva S.inimiJani set a veiy good ex 
ample on the field, Sonali Shihii 
stained the Lalctitia leputation vviih 
then pool spoiismanship and delihet- 
a'e rough tilav 

Things would not have taken iiaci 
turn had fTI'-V panel lefeiee Nataia 
lan iiandied the match sliiiiJv atiii 
cuUtioned Bmov Dikpati initiallv Dik 


pan was clearly seen fouling oh two 
occasions, intentionally elbowing one 
oi the opposing forwards and latei 
kicking another forward These two 
in.stances were enough piovocatiun foi 
him to be shown the card—and yet the 
leferee overlooked the two intiinge- 
ments Dikpati took full advantage of 
Natal ajan’s leniency and both teams 
(ought on earnestlv to take the score 
to 2-2 

The trouble began when Alok Sen- 
gupta scoieci when lie had onlv the 
goalkeepei to beat Tlieie was no t|ues 
lion ot an olfside but two ot Sonali's 
officials and the standbys immediately 
siiriounded linesman Susatila 
tTioudhuiv and foiced him to signal 
otfsule which he declined 

Fv-en Nataia|an was suit- ot the goal 
Inn still asked the linesman lo make 
suie Bv then, ihe test ot the team had 
sinionnded C'hoiidliiiiy and in trout of 
Nalat i|an abusc-d anti Ihieatened him 
with due tonseijiiences Yet the le¬ 
feree casualIv asked the team to le 
snine \)lav Tlu- game I'oinnieiued but 
all of a sudden the- linesman vv.is seen ; 
King on the gioinid in .igonv, the j 
V ic'tim ot .111 assault bv l)ik]>aii He had 
to ho can led oft the tii-lcI and stiaiige 
though It niav seem, Nar.naian did not 
Pollu-r Seeing this, the lounh letc-iee 
immediaielv look llie thig iust to com¬ 
plete the match 1 in.illv, it is leli.ihlv 
leaiiit that not a single line was nieii- 
lionetl 111 the lefeift-'s lepori 

Ihe lomrh puaitei final lietween 
t’alcutta Foil Tiust .mil Intliaii lele 
ptmne hulustiies was leplaved, but 
was fins pistil lablf'-- A latigtied Fort 
te,mi will'll l.mck cl at l.angtok tom 
lioiiis pilot to the match took a 3 1 
le.iil ovei ri 1 m the Inst hall, Knshanu 
Dev scot mg two ot his '■iile’s g'lals To 
the lit let suipiisi- ol I lie iiowd, ITI 
ptolesled that the giouiiil was nnplav- 
•ible when it began to lam at the 
mtei v.il 

lames Kaithak. Sikkim's top e- 
leii-i, had (he final sav m this altaii 
He sought (he advice ot the touina 
metit panel, lint the game w.is ab.in- 
(lonuil It IS still not known how this 
situation aiose when condition-, weie 
still suitable lot plav Kaithak should 
have continued the match and then 
blown ihi- whistle One cannot help 
but vvoiidei whethei iht sudden 
i h.mge in attitude was munipulati'd 
l'FTco,icli Aihvnt Bdiierjee wa*- ol the 
opinion that a giavc- niiustue was 
done to ihi-m. i-speciallv since they 
vveic- Ic-adiiig 3-1 

t'F'I weie it-lncraiu about agreeing 
to the leplav but agreed latei on and 
ill spite ot then exhaustion they gave 
It then all Actiiallv the porimen won 
and lost the match The blame car, 
orilv be put on Sekhai C'hakraboi ty 
who could have incieased the lead 
wlic-n ht- onlv had to beat custodian 
L'mapathy Sliankai Instead he tried 
to Jiibhl'- past the goalkeeper, found 
himselt at an acute angle and spoiled 
the chance Lapses by defenders Man- 
ick Mukhei |c-e and Swapan Roy gave 
Ravi Shankai the equaliser and a 
similar situation enabled Raja Sekhar 
to get the match winner. 






EXHIBITION BOXING 

Good show 
hy Bongal 
boxors 

I 

T he nationiU boxing team of Nepal 
visited West Bengal on a goodwill 
tour from September 23 to 28, in 
response to the West Bengal Boxing 
League’s visit to Nepal in February 
last. 

The West Bengal Boxing League, 
which once unsuccessfully tried to 
bring the the world champion Muham¬ 
mad All to Calcutta with a view to r 
reviving interest in the sport in this 
state, organised two shows at the IIS- 
CO Kusti Stadium at Burnpur and 
Netaji Indoor Stadium, Calcutta, 
where huge crowds witnessed some 
excellent bouts between the boxers of 
West Bengal and their opponents from 
the Himalayan kingdom, who had 
sharpened their skills at the AIBA 
Soliaanty coaching camp at Kathman¬ 
du. The training they underwent made 
them not only tough and aggressive 
but also technically well-equipped. At 
Burnpur, the bout between Olympian 
Narendra Puma and Paiitosh Dey of 
Bengal was a treat to the eyes. Though 
Poma suffered an early drop in the 
first minute at the hands of Paritosh, 
who unleashed a perfectly-timed com¬ 
bination punch, he rallied to stage a 
comeback in the final lounds and won 
the fight. Paritosh, however, went 
down fighting. At Netaji Indoor Sta¬ 
dium, though Umesh Maskey was in 
excellent form and had the e^erieiice 
of the Olympics, Marcos Cup and 
Asian Boxing Championships behind 
him, he found a superior and seeming¬ 
ly invincible opponent in Bhutnaft 
Mukher^ee, who is known these days 
as the Tiger of Bengal. With his ducks, 
side steps, copybook hooks and upper¬ 
cuts, Bhutna^ treated the spectators 
to a spectacular show, and won the 
bout on points 

Among others of the Nepalese team 
who proved their prowess, special 
mention must be made of the two Yam 


Such "Xi iM'Kjos mil help slrohiilhon lioi ai. well as develop the sport" says Dr M Lohmi, 
Consul Cicnr'.ti Ilii Ni.pril crior to the bouts Bl the Nelaii Indoor Stadium Seated alongside are Mr Bishnu 
ShiesIlKi prcsidoni Nepal Ooxina Association and Swarm I okeshwarananda on his right The latter felt 
that bt!x 'rw i euld ininMte Swann Vivekananda s message both m and outside Ihe ring 


Thapas who took part in the flyweight 
and featherweight bouts respectively 
Dal Bahadur was full of stamina and 
confidence and proved too powerful to 
be overcome by the Bengal boys In 
fact, the entire team was in peak form 
Among the Bengal fighters Partha 
Das, Shyam Das. Jaga Ghosh, Ashim 
Haider, Pradeep Majumder, Madan 
Paul and Anutava Sanyal excelled in 
different weight categories to keep the 
banner flying for their State which 
eventually won the two tests by 7-3 
and 5-3 respectively 
One reason for the good show put up 
by the fighters from Bengal is surely 
the rigorous training they underwent 
in the coaching camps conducted by 


the NIS coaches like Banshi Seal, 
Shank ir Seal and Ganesh Chuudhury 
Banshi Seal, also a former national 
chanipion, who was the chie' coach of 
the Bengal team said, “We can pro¬ 
duce more champs Just give us some 
support ” 

Duncan Agro provided wondeiful 
support, iiroving to be of great value to 
the WBBI. Along with Calcutta Medic¬ 
al Centre, they came forwaid to en¬ 
courage the yourh movement. For 
their part, the WBBL spent Rs 80,000 
for the two tests held at the Netaji 
Indoor Stadium and the Burnpur IIS- 
CO ring, which is supported by the 
Physique Ceniie The organisers are 
happy with the government response 


and look forward to staging such 
attractive shows in near future.Mr A. 
K Dutta, IPS, president of the WBBL 
expressed his gratitude to all for their 
cooperation In its effort to popularise 
the sport in this state, the West Bengal 
Boxing I.eague, since its inception in 
1973 has established mhny boxing cen- 
ties and rings in various districts of 
West Bengal, like Malda, Purulia, and 
Mur.shidabad. Young boys from re¬ 
mote villages have been introduced to 
the game and given training The East¬ 
ern Command and the police have also 
extended their cooperation to make 
the league’s mission succes.sful 

ASIT BANERJEE, Calcutta. 

























Finally, tradition speaks. 

It takes an original to live up to a tradition. 


Wo liko lo Ihiiik of our scuolors 
more; thun sleok t'OHuly on !wo 
wtiools. A tradition. 

For ono thiiiH. our soootors arc 
well-bred. The V've como down frcTO 
the motd oriftiniil HoiKitor desiKii in 
the world. Italian. 

But if they're well-hred, thev're 
also thoroughbreds In every 
conceivable way. 


Sturdinetn. Fhe slroiiKesI, niosl 
stable scooter on the roiui. I'ruly 
broad wheel base. 

Safely. Cent rally mounted engine. 
Perfectly balHni.isl. 

Comfort. Ample legriHim for ruler 
Full-length footrest for pillion ruler. 

Elegance. Wide range of ploa.sanl 
shades and tones. 

All of which, pul together, evplams 
why over 4,(K).(.K)d scimters are on 
the Indian road. 
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The originals of a grand 
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ISportspeople i 


A pnmising 
pnspeet 

E ver smit* its iicHik- changt’d 
fiom Hnikiii Ml hidoii'. this citv ot 
gardens has. seldom witnessed the em 
ergenie of pioniismg criLketeis But 
now, at long last, theie is one—2!> 
year-old San/eet a Kao who has pioved 
niiiiseli as one of the hiightest Test 
prospects foi the opening berth loi the 
lountiy ApioduitofSt Paul's Sihool, 
Indoie, Saiijeeva Kao showed his class 
foi the fust tune when he established 
a new Indoie I'niveisitv lecoid bv 
scoring an unbeaten 2fi9 in the finals 
of the intei lollegiaie touinainenr in 
November l‘)7b At the time, he was 
piaviiig toi Indoie C'hiistian College, 
an institution that iisuallv pioduies 
the entire Ranii 'Iiophv team and has 
also given India rlie gieat table tennis 
player Jail Caidiei 

That same veai. Sanieeta was 
selected to repiesent Indoie I'niveisi- 
ty in the inter iiniveisitv iWesi Zone) 
tournament at Pune L'nloiinnateh, a 
couple ol davs beloie the toiirnainent 
he fiucturecl his middle fingei But 
that was not enough to detei him fiom 
going to Pune wlieie he was destined 
III make a sensational bieakihiough 
In the i|oaitei-tinal against S.ndai 
Patel I'nncMsitv. Indoie, h.iting ion 
ceded a fust iinnngs lead to then 
opponents, weie on the veige ol deleat 
on the tmal dav aftei lonili when the 
Saidai I’atel I'luveiMls boss weie S(> 
tor two in the seioiid innings 
At this siage Sanieeva, wlio loiilil do 
nothing (it note as a baisinaii, hand 
napped by his hioken liiigei, le- 
quested his skippei lo lei him bowl Ins 
oiiasioiial leg spiniieis Believe it oi 
not. lie took foiii wiiki'ts lor uidv 17 
lulls lo help his side aiIneye .i seiisa 
tional yiclorv Had Indoie l(>st this 
match, S-mieeta might haye tailed 
into ohliyon like inaiiv a talented 
triiketei 

In the semilinal. he leiinded the 
highest SI OK ot 12, wliiih i oiil.iiiied 
some dolei labh shuts to mid w ii kel It 
was on the stiength ol this neat in 
mugs that the West Zone seleitois 
puked him toi the Vi//\ Tiophv in 
pietereiiie lo (diularn Paikei who h.ul 
alieady notihed up two lightning leii 
runes III the toutiiameiil It was indeed 
a suipiise deiisuiii and on leading the 
news in the loial dailie. Sanieeva 
could not helii Inn sav “I (iin't believt 
mv eyes" 

S.uiieeva made the most ol tins 
heaven sent oppoiTiioiiv With Ins fin 
get lompletelv healed, he scored the 
most inns till W'i*st Zom. against 1 ast 
and Noith Zone with iS.'l and 1'^ lespei 
riv(>lv and (ontinued to sioie heavilv 
III the Ranp male lies toi MP in 1477 


.though briel, fall from grace in 1979 
and was unable to gathei mote than 10 
odd runs He aiiiibuied this to his 
tendenev of tiashing outside the off 
stump 

Consequently’, the MP seleitois in 
siruired Stale skippei Ashok Jagdale 
not to include Sanieeva in the final 
eleven to take on V'idarbha, though he 
wa.s selected toi the team But shrewd 
captain that Ashok Jagdale wa.s, he 
went against the w’ishes ot the selei 
tins and inducted Sanieeva into the 
team He lespoiided with a magiiiii- 
ceni innings wliuh marked his letuin 
to lorni 

Attei this theie was no looking hack 
toi the voiing.stei Last yeai, by viitiie 
ot his 112 against UP and 79 against 
Raiasth.m, he was given the oppoiitin 
ifv to make his debut iii the Diileep 
Irophv toi ( eniial Zone He scored a 
maminoth IMK in the tiist innings lo 
shattei Yashpal Shainia's lecord and 
made 96 in the second 

'Ihe same veai. while captaining 
Cential Zone in the absenie ot Pailh 
asdiathy Shaiina. he sioi.ed a matdi 
VMi’mng, iinbeaien 104 lo sieer Ins 
leant to viituiy liy onlv loin inns 

Dtsi I ibing I'is rneteoi ii i ise he said. 
“My main iniention is to st.iv ai the 
wicket loi an houi ui so and then 
eseiute mv siioke'- I aihieyed niv 
success only when I stopped yielding 
to the teniptation oi flailing at the 
DUtgoiiig hall I letiain fiom snicking, 
but I love Ml plaie the hall ihtougli 
gully ■■ Ol late. Sanieeva Kao has im 
piiived his lieldiiig to a giea. extent 
and tins has enhamed his ihaiues loi 
a lest lap 

t ommeniiiig on this voung ciiike 
tei's peitoimaiue Syed Musitt.iq \li 
i sdvs. 'I havt been waiting toi this dav 
when the mantle ol the llolkais would 
be taken ovei by an Indoiili I call 
only s.i\ lhai Sanieeva Kao aflei 
sMiinbling ai loss m the dai k h.is light 
ed tins longdeiaved liie" 

A lone fighter 

I NDIA’S top tumor chesi. player, Pia- 
mod Kumai Hmgh, who returned to 
Patna recently after taking part in the 
World Junior Championship held at 
Mexico City from August 18 to 
September 3, feels that had theie been 
a manager ui a ‘seiorid’ with him, he 
could have, hopefully, finisht'd among 
the first 10 

Fiom the 13 rounds that he played, 
he secured five points through four 
wins and two draw. He defeated the 
champions ot Mexico, Nigeria, New 
Zealand and Pakistan and drew with 
Petei I fwvens of New Guinea and 
the second string of the host nation 
The championship was grabbed hy 
Ognjt'ii Cvitan of Yugoslavia, who got 
10 and a halt out of the 13 possible 
points Soviet Union’s Jaan Ehivest 
and Britain’s Nigel Short were placed 
second and third, respectively. Singh 
was placed 3‘^th in the .SO-nation cham- 
pion.ship 



Pramod Kumar Stngh 

tormance in tournaments at home, 
Pramod said that he did not have the 
opportunity of discussing the ad- 
lourned games with a knowledgeable 
manager or a coach There weie very 
few teams whiih were without a 
‘second’ which is a must in the game as 
the adjourned games need to he dis¬ 
cussed, especially when the other play¬ 
er has someone to ojien the book for 
him and refer to the relevant chapters 
He said that even I he Pakistan playei 
had a manager with him 
It was quite exhausting to matcti the 
will Id’s best chess playing brains He 
could have added at least three points 
to his tally had he not lost the games 
he came close to winning 
Pramod, howevei, has emerged wis- 
ei after his visit to Mexico City and he 
IS picpariiig foi the foiihcoming Asian 
Juniors scheduled to be held at Dacca 
from November 22 He said that he 
would try his best lo erase memories 
ol his pool perfoimance in the World 
Meet 

Imllan Invited to Australia 

The former North Zone and Punjab 
Ranji playei, Ashmni Minna has been 
offered to play for North Melbourne 
Cricket Club this winter, it is reliably 
leal nt here Mr Len, Chairman of the 
Victorian Cricket Association and Mr, 
Vic Gayer, Secretary of the North 
Melbourne Cricket Club who visited 
M/s Hans Raj Mahajan & Sons recent¬ 
ly, finalised the deal with Minna who 
will represent the North Melbourne 
Club as a leg spinner Mr Len assured 
Minna that if his performance in the 
club games is found satisfactory, he 
will be offered a berth in the Victorian 
team for the Sheffield Shield competi¬ 
tion He will he the second Indian 
after Rusi Sum to play for an Austra¬ 
lian State team if everything goes well. 
A journalist by profession ne is ex- 


WNews round-up A 


Sports enOiuslasin 
In USSR 

MOSCOW; More than 82 million peo¬ 
ple in the Soviet Union go in lor 
physical training and sports. They 
have at their disposal 3,500 stadia, 
1,650 swimming pools, 73,000 gymna¬ 
siums. and mure than 600,000 play¬ 
grounds. Not only did the Moscow 
Olympics leave them a wealth of 
sports facilities m Moscow and Tallinn 
but also imparted a powerful impetus 
to the physical fitness movement as a 
whole. 

The period just prior to the Games 
witnessed an increased interest in 
spoit. Mass participation in physical 
fitness activities sprang up in the 
country’s republics and cities like 
Estonia and others 

Families from 260 cities and dis¬ 
tricts took part in countrywide com¬ 
petitions held under the motto “The 
Whole Family to the Staiting Line ’’ 
The possibilities offei ed by volunteer 
neighboui hood sports projects are 
very encouraging In Kharkov, 
thousands of children have received 
training in swimming at a mini pool, 
called Goldfisli 

The Rovc'snik sports i omplex pro¬ 
vides teenagers with a fine football 
pitch, a tunning track and courts 
These facilities are owned and run by 
housing otf ices —organisations which 
seemingly have nothing directly to do 
with sport 

Many cities in the Union republics 
have “health lanes" where people go 
in for sport m wmtei and .summer, in 
the moining and evening, alone or in 
gioups One out of every three lesi- 
dents in Sevastopol, Kohtla-Jarve, 
Mogilev. Salavat andZaiafshan is a 
sports enthusiast 

Today the USSR has to concentrate 
on mass-scale physical education and 
.sports activities in the aieas of Siberia, 
the Far East, along the BAM route in 
particular, in the Fai North and the 
Non-Black Earth Zone To do this the 
government will broaden the network 
of schools, sports centres and c amps 
and will build new stadia And the 
emphasis, of coui se. will be on chil¬ 
dren A pci son who is involved in sport 
from childhood sticks to it foi many 
years to come, growing up healthy, 
strong and agile 

Gujarat dominates 
siratfng tourney 

SIMLA: Some 30 talented skaters rep¬ 
resenting Gu|ai at, Delhi, Jammu & 
Kashmir, Ch.indigaih and Himachal 
Pradesh competed in the various 
events of the AU-India S P. Mumick 
Invitation tournament held recently at 
Simla to commemorate the second 
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Aid lu the blind A simple aloctranir aid to guide blind people has been developmt in Britain and is 
beinf) used by Graham Salmon the sightless Bnlisb world chumpion sfi'inle’ (an run toil 
motiPs 'll iiisl ovpi 11 seconds 



death anniversary of I..aie S P 
Mumick, piesident ot the Rolle* Skat 
mg Federation ot India 

Pardeepak Malvai of Delhi annexed 
the aitistii skating title, beating Manu 
Thapai (Chandigarh) Though the lat¬ 
ter had an edge ovei his rival in fiee 
skating. P.iideepak claimed the title 
on ihe basis ot maximum points 

Gujarat’s favourite and also the 
reigning national champion, Sniita 
Sheth, laced no opposition m claiming 
the artistic titles Smita has greatly 
impioved her jumps and combination 
spins Howevei, it was Chandigarh’s 
Jagde* p Bains who claimeci the sjiced 
skating lioiKiuis 

Gujarat’s domination of the skating 
scene was further proved by young 
Alpan,! Makim who was crowned the 
artistic skating queen in the below 14 
.section for giils, after she beat even 
the reigning national champ, Sapna 
Desai, also, from Gujarat Alpana now 
poses a great challenge to other prom¬ 


inent skateis in the- iorihconiing All 
India Open Chanipionsliips at Mus 
soiirie and the Nationals at Calc uita 
She hascompleU' umliul ovc-i liei 
jumps and spins iii ttf« '■•rating and 
moves well 

Nanuin Paickli .uldcd aiinthei feaih 
er to (lUjaial's i ap With her giatelul 
jumps, c oinin ising the lot/, flip, 
sakho and perleci laiidMig, she pei 
lormed q’lite ll.iwlesslv 

Kinkli'ukic like tield hoc key is 
also ( ate hing 0*1 It •.liiick out a place 
ijf Its own m the toiiroameiit National 
champions Chandigaih could not meet 
ihechalle igt tiiimtheii tiaditional 
iivals, Himachal Piadesh. ,ind tasted 
deleat with the sioie at 12 13 

Most ot the goal- loi Himai hal weie 
netted liv.Sann'e\ Datia, '\shok 
Bakaya and Bhaskai, while the (. han- 
digarli shdote rs wei e Aiiiil .lam, 
vind Choudhiny tind Hanndei 
Singh 

UMS SHIjAlKWAO 









by Eddie Dunstan 


Thrt ‘0 \ustiali.iiw-Hi.ulnuin, Irum- 
per and Mat attnet .iiui otu' I’akista- 
01 —Maiiil Ktiao—have s( ou-d a i cn 
turv Wt'toif luiK li oil tlu' lust (lay ol a 
Ifsl m.ikh, liut no I nulishman 
TIu' nt’art'sl .in I ni;lishin,iii lias 
conn to ,i( hint ini> i! is tlv 48 not mil 
ol a (iloiH (“slcr Ilian opnniiii> aKainst 
Auslialia in a Insi al liniit Hridi'n l)ack 
in 1418 At liiiK li f niiland's St on* was 
1()4 loi noun and ol! llii' liisi hall alK-r 
Iht' inlfi\al lu' riMi lind tliifc lii>iiirs 
11(‘ wtMil on !(' makn I Jh nu ludinf; 

18 tours in a daslimu disfilav lh.it 
movi*d IVrs(/(*/i111 ri'tOld "tlcdiovn 
and (III in iii.ikiiiIh nnl sl\lc Si mu' ol 
his dll "s (III ihf li.ii k tool v\(T(> 
siilondidlv cM’i nil'll " 

1 til' CiloLK I'slcr h.ilsinan shared 
with I en I liilloM 1 1 Din a lirsl-w ii kel 
paitiu‘rshi|) ol Jl'i vthith siirp.issed 
the previous hesi a.u.iinsi Aiisiiali.i m 
Ennl.iiid- IHS al I he Ov .i| 14 vi'ais 
iM'loie In the Hon I S |a( kson .mil 
loin I lav w,ml 

QUESTION ^ Who was the 
I England bats- 

■ man who fell 

■ only two short 
of sharing first- 
day century- 
befoie-lunch 
Test honours 
with Bradman, 
Trumper and 
Co 7 

rhf li'sl in vvhii h the neai nii-s ovi Hi¬ 
red - ihe tirst ol ihe 14 PI sei les 
firm idl'd the onlv oi i asion on \\ hii h 
loin h.ilsnii'ii h.ise sKircd i enluiies in 
Iht' same innini|sol .i inali li helwi'cn 
Fngliind and \usti.ilia 

Ihe 1 iini ashiie ure.il" fddie t'.ivii- 
ti'r m.ide J ICi nol mil and two h,i|s 
men -oneol them Hiillon hii Inin 
dieds in then tirsi fesl .igaiiist An 
si rail.I 

•\1 2(1 vi'.iis 14 days ihe olhi'i 
fnglishm.in In le.ith ihiee liniiies le 
mainshis(ounli\'s v'>iin8es| lesi len 
turv maker 

QUESTION Who is he? 


KevertiiiH to t enluiies helme liim n 
While only Imii h.itsnu'ii h.ive pei 
lormed the teal on the tiisl d.iv ol .i 
fesl nine have done so on olhei 
days -livt'ol thi'm lor Lnulanil 
rile tirs' was ihe li'nenilaiv R<in|il 
smh|i r)n llu'third'iiomi'H’n| .m 


I84t> lesI anainsl Australia at Man 
i hester he took an oveiniKhI si me ol 
41 notout to I '>4 nol out I lis I H 
runs in 1 ft> minutes are slill ihi' most 
s( ored in the pie-liinch st'ssion ol a 
Test between England and Aiisti.ili.i 
Tour rnulishmen have si ored a ten 
turv helore luni h on a day othei ih.in 
the lirsi hill only one ol them a}>ains! 
Australia 

Al Ihe end ol a tain-inli'irutiled lirst 
dav, when [n^lanil vvere 124 lor loin 
he v\.is 14 alter 70 minuti's al the 
I rease lUit m ihe pri'-luni h session mi 
the Monday hi'addl'd I(J4in 111) 
minules 

In all he halted Tl)4 minules lot 18.' 
not mil 

QUESTION Who was this 
iM batsman 
■ ■ whose 182 not 
out set a re¬ 
cord for Eng¬ 
land against 
Australia in En¬ 
gland that 
stood tor 17 
years? 

Ivvool the other pie IuirIi i I'niiiiies 
In 1 nnlish h.ilsmi'ii vveie -i on'd 
ii^.iinsi New Zi'.il.ind W.illei H.ini- 
mond lillinr; an ovi'iniiihl II noimii '<> 
I ")J nol mil Ml ihe i muse ol i onipilinn 
a K'loi'i t >4 not mil al An< kland in 
|4ri and .ip.iinsi Smilh Aliii a a 
w 11 kelkeepei halsin.in lai in;; limn .m 
ov einii'ht 2'i nol mil lo 148 iiol out ,il 
lhe( )\al III 14 5) 

QUESTION W. Who was the 
'keeper- 
■A batsman 
■ whose 123 
runs in the pre¬ 
lunch session 
are the most 
scored in this 
period in 
Tests? 

Ihe rein.lining Ln|>lishman to si ore ,i 
lesi I enliiiv helme liiiii h. on .i d.iv 
oiliei ill.Ill the III ,1, . 1 -. .Ill openmi,; 

h.ilsmanwi . i ai liiev ed tin leal 
an.iiii'.l Smith Mill a .it the afieol 41 
1 le did It .11 1 ord s mi ihi sei ond 
d.iv ol .1 lesi l.ikiiii; .111 ovi'inmhl 
SI me ol 12 not out to I 14 nol out .il 
liiiii h .iiid tinishm^’, willi 21 I 

Ihis w.is till' lesi Ml vvhii h Lnidand 
I'.iined VII Imv loi Ihe loss ot onlv two 
w i( kets .Ml .11 liii'vemi'iil equalled hv 
no oIIh'i I mintrv Nor h.is ,inv iminliv 
ei|ii.ille(l llieii leal ol sioiinK ’'nil) runs 


Ml .1 dav (>11 the sei ond dav England 
siofed 'ilH till ihe lossot iwo wiikels 
and Irom lhal iioiiil went on lo "i H 
vvithoul lurthei loss hetoro dec laiing 
South Atiii.i h.id iii.ide 2’ i in Iheii 
lirsi innings In tlieii sei ond innings 
Ihi'v le.ii lied 240, Englaiid w inning liv 
.in innings and 18 inns 

Iheii'iitiMv helore luni h hatsiiian 
hel|ied pul on 2n8 Im the lirsi wii kel 
.111(1 I -12 loi Ihe si'i ond 

I )esi 1 ihmg ihe lirsl-w ii kel st.ind, 
his hiogi.iphe' wloll' Ih.il ihe paie ol 
the s( oring and the iliient i I'lt.iinlv ol 
the siioking denioi.iliseil the hovv ling 
sifle lir'.idded ■■Thevi.iniinheliev- 
<ihle shoil Hills wilhoul .inv ippe.ii 
.Mil (' ol h.isle or d.ingi'i I heu deleiit e 
W.IS impeneti.ihle ihi'ii .ill.ii l> a'< om 
m.iiidmi; .mil .issuied .is il the\ h.id no 
v\ Il kels heltmd them lo lose 

Ihe liiogi.ipliei ..lid one might h.ive 
cspei led llie 4 I ve.ii old lo he .i iillk’ 
leg vve.iiv hv liii lim. ilie iip.'niii,g 
sl.i.id vv.'s liiol-eil 111 - p.l.inei w.is oiil 
Mil 1^2 Pill iiisli .1(1 111 .Mid I iigl.ind s 
No i IK ( upie.i ihe ne\t hour .md 20 
iniii'Mes III -I m Mig .111 .h ldilion.il 1 4 ’ 
lUli. I lie p.M e w,i. Imi hoi .md 
lutlous to ili'si iihe vv lote ins hiog 
i.iphi'i who v ,''111 on III not his .’(1(1 
.Mill Peg.in le III! .Il eveivlliing, .il ’ll 
he lilleil Ins he id .md g.ive .in e.isv 
1 ill n III Ills gie.il ’ I I well' I > loins, 
hill inoie sigliltli .llitiv Mi Ihe .Mlll.lh ot 
Ihe imusu.'l velei.m iheie weie .'t"i 
sini;le'. the iini.iilmi; m.M liMK nevei 
I illeii'd 


QUESTION 


Who was the 
“unusual 
veteran', the 
“unfailing 
machine"? 


LAST WEEK'S 
ANSWERS 

1 lid Aiiiiild 

2 Airhiii ((iriiiigh.iin 

4 V]<iuii(i‘ l.ni‘ In till' lest in whiih hi- 
dismissed Hardsli-v tiisr h.ilJ hi- limshcii with 
4 <19 Ills Irst dt’hiit, m<iikL'd hv the wiikii 
with his lirst ball, w.is ni.idi‘ iti ihi fiisl Test 
III the 1‘t24 KiiK'aiid .South Afris.i s('iii;s, at 
BiiiiiinKham, when ho and Anhui Cillidaii 
niutod the SiirinKhuks lor Mi-- lowost total 
oici made in a Test in l.nfilaiid lato's 
lifliiiis won 4'12, t,illi) 4 <in's (>'7 
4 IS Next lowest lolal Im ,i matili lO Australia 
listed 1)\ VVisdon is 18, hv lasm.inia afiainst 
Viitoria al Molhournc lrtt)8-69 
,S Fioddio I'ti.onian, in tlio lirst matih ot the 
1 ‘iSN S‘4 Mt'l toji ol Austialia and New 
7eal,ind Itueman took 1/42 odd 14 ovois in 
Westein Australia's I'rst inninms ol 221 in a 
drawn match—Ml C 451 and 146 (nr four 
declared, Wesiern Australia 221 and 124 for 
three 





Crossword 


IJoi‘e« 6 v'L'f'en 



I ACROSS 

I I 

I 

I ' C ricKMpt js guoJ as a aiiip i'll i 

I ') find Cfinstia'i iieime fil i oiitompni jry 1 
I T I (il.iyi’r iMsiiic tlif ni',1,1 (a'lintis i 

! II iliciii i.tt (j hnrst' i‘)i 1 

! n As^'iciatiui' lontliali 'Inh I'lt in Ihi' j 

I tiv,ai i'll j 

j M Utiiy part of a si’i'doil 'asnaitv at | 

Wi'litiipflon (-'ll tir'.i Muii:l (1 t| , 
1 III iiobeil vvifn this („ii.'iti.i lonihall I’') | 
1 !I fill, hoiil'isl 1 lew vpMk If'; fdi C ilLi ; 
i I mil IS/ I 

I 2 liishinaii (ilaypd ''in-kot toi Inriia ’ (3) ! 

' !•( Iwd mds a hlui- .irivl qit'Pn (3) | 

I T' S()iinl‘>' n'l'i'l'. slaiti'f III the tH'i)in i 

ninn I'a ; 

m i.rii. iiy itio'.c Mna' I'lnnois'^ iSi 
I ;'l fill' f IV'Mq hiivis L'hnsli.in n imn | 


i '*') 

, 33 III I il 


I'l ol M,iss hai.kw.itds on 

l)llliei:il'i lillllf I'')) 

f Pt.ii !i. al |iiki‘ in t'flflflf (')) 

') Uir liliad and Hasfhall ifii 


DOWN I 

1 I Moghu' (■iripfifi, played tool'jall fi)'' ! 

India ^ l')i I 

2 A Ml’’’ <in Js nailing and bowlint) easy i 

i1 4) 

3 Sliiiitentid Anglo Indian plays hockey 
i in Futope (hi 

j 4 Not garni' in lii'lian wrestling Ml 
I 5 Isyslcrnalic.aliv aiMiiqe table-tennis 
and biliia'ds rnatrl'i i‘i) 

6 1 ihle ton.IIS p'.nye was bcn.i with the 

doi'i al'.v.ivs open (bl i 

7 Wally fiwinliiiini' tJi) doijs this for n 
living (‘.'I 

12 Jump III the rriiro shaft (31 

13 G'lrkft fasttiorM (31 

1‘3 Bridge love' (fil 

16 rtiP Hying f-tnn (b) 

17 Leon lust does not make il (o, 

18 Travelling Ifinrhor of sport (b) 

19 Indoor Kotfhallinq ascends (5) 

20 'Tornado Fats (b) 

21 F’atl of venue foi Giand National 
Steppipchase (41 


(Solutions next week) 




PTlETS HAV/e AN eARLY MORNING SWIMJB? 

t- - >-- ^ , tomorrow , spoRrv. 




PHeW J GOOD 
SVONEVJ 







Quiz 


QUESTIONS I 

1 India get tfie fourth place in Itie 19u6 i 
UlyinoK son or standings Whii ti i 



founlr, came fifth’ 

3 Mr Avery Biundaijp tcKik iho second 
plac e in an evr'nt of r^ne of the earlier 
Olympics while a r ontroversial athlete 
took llip firsi Who was tio and what 
was Iht p'.i'ol ’ 

3 Ml Hruiid-ii|i‘aipin then the head of 
thi' iJJjA s 1‘J3& Olympic squad. 
qa"i‘''1 'woiid publicity by expelling a 
pnpoi.it .and atti active Olympic re- 
cnid tioldnr in the womert s back- 
stroM- fie' .inse She engaged in some 
.bartipign" drinking on tne boat en 
lOiili' In f unipo Wf'O was she’ 

4 His 'list '.om tiniuglit him good luck, 
fo' |nsi lipfore the O'ympic rnarathon 
raci si.iili'd Ifip evonlual winner was 
inlnn'ind that tie tiad |ust become a 
ta'tii I I'jpntiiy him 

:j Wli.il .s itip metric mile ’ 

6 Wti' ti '.port lovincj country is referred 
to i> Down Under ''’ 

Wtio was fiiP first president of India's 
Grurintmi fjijiird'' 

8 'What was tno maiden name of Dana 
Zato()Pl>ovd’ 

9 Wnich Olympic i GOm and 200m spr'nt 










gold medallist woman suffered from 
polio and was bedridden for several 
years in her childhood"? 

1C Which medallist of the Tokyo Olym- 
Dif s r.nld her titles lo an advertising 
fimi and became a model"? 

ANSWERS 

1 Great Britain 

2 Jim Thorpe Discus throw—part of the 
mens pentathlon event (Stockholm 
Game<-i 

3 Eleanor Holm 

4 Alain Mimoun of f-ianco in 1956 

5 1.500 metres 

6 Austialia 

7 R E Grant Govan 

8 Dana Inqtova 9 Wilma Rudolph 

10 Donna de Varona 


'Bri€lge 


. SrlKlpiro 


'.iM'ictiMii' you n lyi' Iao v-’iy (.listin'I 
WO'/'' lit |JiiVi.i(] ii li.ind, sonit'tirnt". innn' 
Thi, lAnil*' Jn.il, trim ■> pans e/c'nl, 
wa , ii (icid'l >"iarnpi(' nf iiniltipln cli'ji>'(“. 
Thfin wt'in ttin’c ^'niipli'tely difli'icnt 
appiOiii hi'i. - d thii'w-in, a squopre, or 
a 'inipl" firit-'.'.i- lliaf wa'. tan cnoiigli 
a gi'MU'.'ii' • ti'ii'-p but why diet my 
paitnei suipcl a Imp that (tnl in'i wnik' 

4 K H '• C 
or 'I V, 

<"■ h J H 3 

♦ ko / 


4 <■' >1 I" ■! 

'■ ’ 7 •: 

I,'' iiiii'i 

4'!' S4 


4 ') I' 

O' h .1 loBt. C 

C-" s 
4tur 


4 A3 
A (j 3 
0 A y / 2 
4 A J d J 

III r-diU' I lay oi iiibhei inidip' ttieic 
'.li'iiiiil Ii" no pri hleni ii ruiitiart ol 
.-.n'liai’ii'iici', hji/'iicj soilpri 'iiil ihp 
•1-1 III, orl", , d I ploy tor al least If 
trii|i"wr’V"r. at p.iir. play, a lot of 
t'lll- pit'tfiii'd 1 1 I'y lor the entia poinis 
(itfPK'il h/ II'" mtcMoi lo'ili.tit of 6Nr 
Well, vii'.i . a I '.Pc the protilciiis ta< ed 
liy th' . 1 " iio liiiriipi'i , alli'i ttio lead ot 
till' 'jai"’ii o! '.(lades I hey tiad the 
(111 .'.If ill . I'.ioe t'l wi'i the th .1 til'K and 
tr.pi-' III l■lla pl.ly v.i"il to rlU( k dl'il SO 
11 ,'.’1 t ihi-' tiriiieq h i .t possitile :.quoe,'(> 
aqaie'.i eiihci piavti heldinrj tioth the 
spiuie , an.I tho Kni'] ot hi'aitii - or to 
tiiso .1 (loll heait tines'.e 
O'l til's (.led, wito' then! hatl been no 
rei'calin') oppo 'tiori hiddinij, the throw 
in was (l.'iiily e po n tiet, 'oi it wa'..n'jt 
at 'ill 1 , 1 .' II whi'n deloruier would be 
ttiiown in, mil wtiehiei he still had two 
'ipiuie ti.'I\'. to casn Coirerlly, pailnei 
Kjeilril the, idea d'ld allowed ^ Q lo 
holo H' won ttie iii'xt spade le.id and 
ratlleo od III' I iflht 'niri'ji suit winners 
ami llu Kini) ot .padpi to end in dummy 
troll! II.' pi,IV o' tho '■aid:, it '.eomt d 
SOU' ti it Wi.' I ' till held 4 •*! dot wheie 
was the Kind 111 rif'Cufs? It Wf'.t had 
.ta'ted I'll' with till'' caia it wooicl now 
I'o hdo'. paitnei iilayed oft A to QT) 
one dow "Why?" I aske-l (uni haiacter 
I'iln .illy huoflv hot nevertheless e"- 
picssi'/olvi " It would ha'ce t'ecn mur-h, 
moie elegant d the ■ quetve had woiked," 
lepliocl South. Fan enough, I suppose. 


^Question box j 


■■■■■■■■■■■■■A'i wm hv su'lhil difivi I 

Kamalssli Aganmal, Bangalore 

Q Can a wicket-keeper hold a catch in front 
ol the wickei? 

A Yes, he can collect the catch at any part of 
the held, only when the delivered ball has 
touched the bat or person of the striker 

Dharam Singh Chahal 

Q Who holds the record ol scoring a century 
in each innings on most occasions"? 

A Sunil Gavaskar of India, who performed 
this teat thrice in Tests—an unparallelled in 
Test cricket history 

li if I .(Iway:. like simplf- finc',ses, ps 
pi'.'itilly il Itif V'.vork . 

Fi'i the ,ti Old. 'WO would have rio'K-' very 
w>'ll (and with I oPipli'tf sai(-ly) it we 
li.iii hid t'l ,u diamonds A lot ol pan;. 
I.ad'i'i hid .iny '.Ijm at all and a spiinli 
liiuj 'who had a I id 6N1 bad, like os, 
omli'd wihi a iiiiMO'. .coil' By making 
(ifJ f wp iVould only tiavo gaini'd ahoiit 
.I'l pxtii giiaiti'i ol a 'too' by (joing 
iliiwri, wo lo'.t thipp qii.iilpr', 

Last week's quiz: at Iovp all, yon hold 
4 A 10 M A 9 ir 3 <1 A M 4 4 f and 
lip.ii Piiei'( Inns on yoor Iclt U'lliiwid 
liy t'W'i pas'.p'. Most (P't.'linly I woolii 

ii'iipi'o With ,-i dniibli 0,iitfn,i_ I 

will not cp'l tO'i f'X' itfCl t’l' I am 111 thi' 
(iiotiji live po'iiliiin Flowi"'ei, it rio liar. 

>. . oupin ot tiump lii'ks ol a ti"w higti 
1 rjiiis Witfiout any giial di:.tiibiitmo, 

1 will he dpl|(|titt'd to heal tiiii' puSs 
This week's quiz: Aosl opi’ir. thic" 

I lohs whii ti yooi paitru i douhles (loi 
taKc out) What m tiori do you laku, 
.dtci a p''"'' hy Ca'.t, with 4 h J U) 4 
K O / T <*■ 0 6 4 / 4 J? 


Chess 


0. Which Indian cricketers have received the 
Ar]una Awards so far"? 

ASA Durrani. M A K. Pataudi, V L 
Manirekar, C G Borde, A L Wadekar, E A 
S Prasanna, B S Bedi, D N Sardesai, S 
Venkataraghavan, B S Chandrashekar. E 
D Solkar, S M. Gavaskar, G R Vish- 
wanath, Kapil Dev 

Gyanchand Gulwani, Bhopal. 

Q How many runs did Geoff Boycott 
score in the third Test vs Australia at 
Melbourne in 1979-80? How was he 
dismissed in that Test? 

A Boycott made 44 and 7 runs in the third 
Test He was caught by Mallell off 
Dymock in the first innings and bowled by 
Lillee in the second innings 


Till syhd BP- (yM3 IS thoijijlit l,i jilt i WhiR 

mf'fi* p/it' }■)«•*. f', 

8 . 0-0, 0 B - K2, P - B4 

10 QP X P, KtP X P 

Ul.if k Sio ij-'i'. i|,i> ( . , II, Ml 111 v,irt 02 I'l 

1.1',i.M "I .11. Cl' n h I'fM I I MriliMl) It',),, 

IIPxP, BxB, IZKxB, PxP 

13R-01, Kt-B3, 14KtxP, KtxKt 

15 R X Kt, Q - KI3, 1tK-B1,QR-Q1 
17P-K4, Kt-05, 18Q-Q1,RxR 

lOPxR, R-01, 20O-R4, Q-Kt3 

21 Q~ B4, Kt~ B7. 22 B - KtS, Kt x R 


I h.' iVii'lii 1'iiu",p"Mdoo'(. ti.j'iipi''.'n 
'hip huj now b> I II '. urii()i'ti'il loi oigtil 
liii'i'arid till US'jB, wim h Im . doiiii 
Miiti'd lioi'. Ml gmie'a' lul riio'.l oi tfu‘ 
pa'.t 411 yi'di;., h.i'. pr'WiO'. d imly thii'i' ot 
IIm' htli'liolili'i'. Vyai 111 '.lav Kago/in, 
l/Milirnii /agoiovi'ky aiid Taki,'!) Lc.tnii. 
Iji tl'o In fih.iliots III till lati-'.st ovi'iit SIX 
wf'io S'lvii't (il.'iyi'is, and loui ot th.'-.o 
fi'.i'.li.'d III rlio ii'o liv" tiMKo'. ...iqoiovsky 
wa . at tli'.'i' tmail with tho fo o .i oo' ot 
tl.'l't Dot Join ‘..loth ol Oi'iimaik, 'wh(i 
'i.'iil Iho s.irnt' point' Fital, took th.' title 
nil ttii' lii'hro.ik' I Ahnoiiyti tilat rn.iy 
'('('III lougli lor tnp .nnni'i up attor a 
1 ontC't la.'ting iiioro Ilian four years, 
you I a'lnot i .pi" t .-i playoff 61'itti 
di'.civi'l flu .ntoiy 111 Ih.it ho wj . nut 
. 11 ,ly iiiibcaloi l.ul al;.o suic-osolul in 
three ol tn , ga'i es jg.iin'jt thi' Soviet 
I oritingent Hoii" is Iho most important of 
ilv so will 'li'f id.'d by ii ',ul)lle exploita- 
iioi. 'll liii' initiative and prc‘'.sui.,' on 
vul'" Mill'- sgudie. in While's (amp 
Wli'li Abram Khaain; Bl.i k Join Sloth. 
Oui’firi's Piivvii rj,ii.'’ov.il‘I n [i(''''nLi' (Bill 
yvorlil Ci’irHsp'j"ai"M I'Cii'T'ipiiin'.hip, 197b 80) 
1 P - Q4, Kt - KB3; Z P - QBO, P - K3 
3 Kt - QB3. B - KtS; 4 P - K3. P - QKt3 
SKt-K2, B-R3; 6 P - QR3, B x Kteh 

7KtxB, P-Q4, (Q-B3... 


23 B X R, Q - KtSch. 24 K - K2, Q x Pch 

25 K - K3, Kt - KtO; 28 B - R4, P - KR3 

27 B - Kt3, Q - Q7ch, 20 K - K4, Q - KSch 

20 K - Q3, O - QOch; 30 K - K3, P - B4' 

t'l' . 'i"i I h.i). 'I'i'O 1 'J I II..',".I 

.itlow. In' ii,i,,i'ii ii.i.* 1 I . , 1 'lv.ii,'I vi'l. ,jiHt, 

II' ' I...IO I 1" III II I |).l'' I l ' ll.l I '.l.li 

'iMWOl.T, t 10 ' . I ’ II 111 I'll’ L •! " I I K'’l'| 

31 P - OOch, K - B1, 32 B - KS, P - Kt4 
33 O - B3 . . . 

II 51 Cv k ’ Irn n ,1 'j UBrm , .1.1 1. £'.' 
k I 'j'l ‘i );. li ' ni, I-I'lali 

33 . . Kt - BB; 34 B - Kt7ch, K Kit 
3SQ-B4ch. K X B, 30 P - Q7, P ■ BSch 
37 Resiuns 

Bl 1 , k ’'I'l Ilio Qiii ' I, t'l,'I'M 1 I'l 'I, .''Ml' 

17 I I 4 O ■ P. tk IJ > ist 1.1 rill. Il 

Competition G4B7. .nl.il" i m'.l " I'l'C 




X X it 

'-i', ' 1 

14'' I 


floA iluJ Whi(t' //ill uraLi«‘ *' {(rt'- ) 

Pri/t's (il / lU lui llif lirsi ttirt L f ofif' I • s 

*.» nd yitjr'i, on Ji tV) tt arj, \ • C In* s Cornpc lih irt 
(.i48/. Ihv SunJri, litni's, 1? C /!••/ Stunt, 
London WC^'J , by July IH 
Solution to G486 (Siflurjonsson - Tlmmon, 
WljH aan Zoo, 1980). (5rli1/p1p1ppb1/2qp2p1' 
8ir1n1PQP.2N3RrPPPB4/2KR4 - Black to 
play.) Tilt* Di.lcii prdi,'Jn)dSH‘i 'jol ii<h hMcIlK 
■ n tir d//ill. R ■ pM P4 h A R, Q HtPeh, 

*^5 K bl. r* KR*1, iind Whiti ri siQntO (ii 2'* 
0 / Kip. thou ?i» Ki t\/ch mnic ni «l niO'iyf) 
Problom No 1152 Solnlion ot aiM'K 
S. Blorklund (Fir>l Pfi/i* Spr/M/.ir*-*/. tdSb 
(q1r5/1b6/pQ4Pp/Kp2P3/1p1nJr/3NkpB1/5N2 
/b2R1B2'- 9 white men; 12 black). 

Wi'iif to pl'^y jnd malo m thron nuives 
Solution to No 1151 (Maclood). (102K3/ 
r1p1p3/1Bn1N1np/1pSR/1pP1k3/b9B/2Pp4; 
3N1R1b x mate in two.) I B K<4 threat 7 
hi b?i (a) 1 P < B, 2 B B5. Th) 1 
Kt-05.2Kt -B5 
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finest design 
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than pretty designs 
and colours 
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Australia can beat Pakistan 


JOHN BENAUD assesses the tour 

McEnroe:A true patriot 
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On the eve of the Australia-Pakistan Test series 

_I JOHN BENAUD says that Australia's chances to 

overcome Pakistan are bright 
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_Bombay have won the 
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Not done 

W H^ dues Indian ti it ki>t 
alwavs have to he hat 
tt'ied with Lcnilrnveisv ^ The 
mud-sliiiKiiiK that has imw 
Mailed must aflett the 
leam-tpir It ul mil side 
I itsl. iheie W'as Bedi saMii^ 

I hat CavH^kal f>ol him axetl 
Now lledi IS ai’.iin ihi leii 
iial ti^iiit' of anothei ion 
Hovelss Yo^iai Sinnh tom¬ 
es out willi an equalK sensii 
rional “Beth wants me out" 
llie onlv (htteieiue in these 
two lontioveiMfs is that 
while theie appeals to be no 
liiilli III Bedi's alleitation 
theie toiild b( a lot ot noth 
111 the allegation a/.’ainst 
Bedi How IS that >i nwiri 
who. a vtsii apa) was ftood 
eiioiinh lo plav toi India is 
not ^ood eiioiifth lo |>lat toi 
his /OIK Besides, tailing 
^oKla| a (l.itaskai \es man 
IS indeed Inniu If Siiml 
savs >oniat IS a uood, 
laleiittd platei he niiisi ht 
riieie IS no one wfio knows 
heitt'i h’ate has indeed 
heeil telt 11 liel to ihe 
il.iitaiia seamei I.ei us 
hope ih.it lustite IS done 
and ^'oqiai is Kiven his 
t ham e 

nr I rih coil. 

Htinfiulotc . 


YOCKA.I SINCH is tiyiilK 
to staiidulise Bedi who. in- 
tideniallv, IS India's highest 
witkei laker '1 his type ol 
•ittiliide till ifie pan ot Yog 
ia( does no good at all, to his 
own >e])utation 

S.s’ MANEKSH.WV. 

Hvdt‘r.ib,id 
IT IS a pitv that in out 
pieseni iiiLket setup, a 
player in one season finds a 
plate 111 the national team 
and IS out ot his /Uiial side in 
the next I.y\en d '^'ograj s 
oiittiv in voiii Ottoliei l> 
issue IS halt tiue, the injus 
iiLi dont to him 's nothing 
shoil ot iiiiusliLt' to the 
game ol i.iitkel itself 
And this man. Bedi. the 
most visdile oftendei ol the 
w'hok alfaii. is only iiiidonig 
his ontlie-lield athieve- 
ment b> his olt-the field 
attivities With all due le 
spett to this tiuly great 
plavei. one is pained to note 
iu* only hints out fiie when 
he tiet ides to open his 
numih Ol IS It his seciei 
desiie ol hemg in the news'’ 


If that IS so, then my advice 
to him IS to tint! some legiti¬ 
mate wav ol doing it 

J K BflAC.CHANPANl. 

Delhi. 

Indispensable 

I ENJOYED Mansur Ah 
Khun PataudT.s arntle in 
the issue of September 9, 
explaining that it was the 
absence ot Gi<*g Chappell 
which made all the differ¬ 
ence between England and 
Australia Truly, the pre¬ 
sence of Chappell has al¬ 
ways had a tremendous in¬ 
fluence on his team-mates. 
They aie confident that 
even if they aie dismissed 
cheaply the great Chayipell 
will st.ind firm and give his 
side ih< runs they need 

SANJEtV MEHTA, 
Cdh iJtta 


Due (o umtvotdable cir¬ 
cumstances we hiid tailed 
to fiive due credit to the 
Willis article la the 
September 23 issue of 
Sportsworld The article 
was courtsev Wisden 
Cncket Monthly— Editor. 


Good result 

T he Fourth Asian Track 
and Field Championship 
ended well for India At 
least, that is what the medal 
tally shows A satisfactory 
improvement on the two 
gold, three silver and eight 
bronze medals in Tokyo in 
1979 But, a comparison ol 
our 1981 tally with that of 
the Japanese and Chinese 
provide no loom for 
euphoria 

Surely there is scope for a 
lot of impiovement Maybe, 
we could have added 
another couple of golds if 
the likes of P T Usha and 
Suresh Babu had been pie- 
sent. Still the Seoul (1975) 
tally of 9-5-5 i.s better than 
the l981 tally of 5-5 9 Sabir 
All, as expected, captuied 
the gold in the decathlon 
event, but his tally of 7253 
points was far short of his 
Patiala trials tally of 7358 
The national record is still 
held by Sure.sh Babu (7380). 
All the same, this young 
athlete from Northern Kail 
way IS a sure bet for the 
Delhi Asiad. Gopal Saini, 
Chand Ram, Raian and 


























Geeca Zutshi were the other 
athletes who came out with 
golden performances 
though Geeta's timing of 2 
mins, 8.3 secs in the 800 m 
was 113 secs slower than 
her national record. Sami 
and Chand Ram created 
meet records and that au¬ 
gurs well. Though Rajan 
won the gold in tne 800 m, 
his timing doesn’t come 
close to that of his illust¬ 
rious predecessor, Sriram 
Singh But given the en¬ 
couragement, this hard¬ 
working and ambitious 
young athlete will surely 
rise to the top. Of course, 
Sami, Geeta and Rajan de¬ 
serve special praise for 
being selected to represent 
Asia in the World Cup 
But after the cham¬ 
pionship, it IS perhaps time 
to ask some questions Ab¬ 
out one third of the Indian 
squad were officials Figur¬ 
atively, 14 officials accom¬ 
panied a team of 31 
athletes. It is only well 
known that most of these 14 
do not have even a scant 
knowledge of the sport. If a 
Shivnath Singh had been 
sent m place of one of the 
officials, we could have 
added another medal to our 
kitty. And, Bhaktawar 
Khambarta, after a lot of 
jostling, was sent on a no- 
cost-to-Government basis, 
though the Government has 
now agreed to reimburse 
the expenses incurred by 
her sponsor, the Railways. 

So, we are placed in an 
unenviable position in 
which the Government can¬ 
not afford to send a budding 
athlete but has enough 
funds to send dozens of 
soapy-headed officials. 
What type of spoits admi¬ 
nistrators do we have^ The 
fact that, even with such 
men at the helm, our 
athletes are able to bring 
back laurels for our country 
is the only silver lining 
amidst the black clouds that 
hover over their heads 

P. S MONY, 
Trivandrum 

Pleasure 

O NCE again television 
viewers had the plca- 
suie of hearing the views of 
the two masters, Pataudi 
and Ra] Singh, about the 
toiihcoming India England 
senes Both laid stress on 
the fact that the wickets will 
be the key to the chances of 
both sides With India hav¬ 
ing a good batch of spinners 
coming up, one can see no 
reason why the wickets 


should not be so prepared as 
to favour our spinners. Ev¬ 
ery country has the nght to 
prepare wickets to smt her 
own bowlers and England 
have no cause for complaint 
if India exercises this right 
Secondly, the England 
team, though at full 
strength, is not one to be 
feared Our team is equally 
strong As such, we can 
afford to experiment with 
our batting order, with an 
eye on the tour of England 
in 1982 Sunil Gavaskar can 
play as number five during 
the home senes He wifi 
boost up our weak middle 
order and will be at the 
Cl ease by the time the 
second new ball is taken 
This will enable a third 
opener to be unearthed The 
Sunil-Chetan partnership 
will no doubt be disturbed, 
but with due respect to 
Vishwanath, it could also be 
said that India will stand to 
gain it Vengsarkai is 
appointed vice-captain to 
Sunil Dilip will then be 
able to take ovet in the late 
80’s 

Like all other countries, 
India should field separate 
teams tor the Tests and one- 
day matches, becau.se very 
few are adept at both types 
of cricket 

VIJAY S CHORGADE, 
Pune 

Error 

K indly refer to the arti¬ 
cle on niv daughter, 
Bhuwaneswaii Kumari, in 
the September 30 issue of 
Spnrtsworld I wish to bring 
to your notice that I am not 
the secretary of the DLTA 
as has been mentioned ip 
the aiticle Though I am 
actively associated with ten¬ 
nis activities in the capital 
and the State association, 
the portfolio of the secret¬ 
ary is held by Prera Kishore 
\ASHWANT filSCH, 
Delhi 

Complaint 

T hough i tmd Spon- 

sworld a very fine sports 
magazine, I have a com¬ 
plaint It IS about your pub¬ 
lishing controversial arti¬ 
cles—Bedi-Gavaskai, East 
Bengal-lranians—in your 
magazine These articles al¬ 
ways do more harm than 
good If more informative 
and statistical articles are 
used instead of those arti¬ 
cles, I think It would be 
better. 

TOM ALTER, 
Bombay. 






ALLINTHEGAME 


Felled 


Like a log 

It was a bizzare and 
shameful end to one of the 
most revered sporting 
events of England. Mike 
Watkins, hooker for New- 
ports was sent off the field 
by Black Heath’s chairman 
John Williamson who took 
over charge from George 
Crawford, the official arbi¬ 
ter when the latter had to 
withdraw with a hamstring 
injury 

The incident occurred 
when an off-side was signal¬ 
led. Watkins rushed to¬ 
wards French and the next 
moment the latter was seen 
going down like a log badly 
punched on the jaw Wil¬ 
liamson dismissed Watkins 
immediately 

A former Cardiff forward, 
Watkins whose past record 
IS not without blemish is 
unlikely to escape punish¬ 
ment for failing to behave 
himself It may be a lengthy 
suspension or something 
even more severe. 


Misfortune 


On the fust tour 

Misfortune occurs in ev¬ 
erybody’s life But at times 
some people suffer it when 
they are on the threshold ot 
embarking upon a promts 
ing career Bruce Malouf, a 
front-row foiward of Austra¬ 
lia broke his tight leg close 
to the ankle while training 
at Teddinglon. He was on 
his fust tour of Britain. 

The accident occurred to¬ 
wards the end of the train¬ 
ing session as the ball was 
being won from a ruck But, 
unfortunately, what hap¬ 
pened was not immediately 
apparent According to Alec 
Hemming, the RFlJ’s liaison 
officer; “The training ses¬ 
sion was almost over when 
Bruce went down Some 
one, apparently nearby 
heard a crack, so I am told, 
but It was not immediately 
obvious that Bruce had 
broken a leg. He was hur¬ 
ried to hospital at once.” 

Peter Yarianton, the 
general manager of the 
Lensbury Club and a mem¬ 
ber of the RFU executive 
body, said; “Fortunately we 
have a fully-equipped 
medical centre at the club. 


and before the injured play¬ 
er was taken to hospital 
with a nasty break above 
the ankle, he could be tre¬ 
ated by doctors here.” 

After treatment Malouf 
will recover, no doubt But 
will the damage he has suf¬ 
fered at a very significant 
juncture of his career be 
ever repaired—the question 
haunted every mind. But no¬ 
body knew that the answers 
would soon come from the 
man himself who has suf¬ 
fered the misfortune 
that’s life I will be 
back... I hope How about 
five years time”, said 
Malouf with a broad grin 
Moving to a spot on a i ugby 
pitch he pointed downwards 
and added “That’s where it 
happened Thai’s where my 
tour ended ” But surely not 
his determination and 
aspirations 


Arsenal 


Nothing known 

In the UEh A Cup second 
round, At senal was paired 
with Winterslag of Belgium 
But when the latter’s club 
officials came to learn about 
that they had to search for a 
map and express in wonder 
“We knew nothing about 
Arsenal at all We only see 
English football on televi¬ 
sion and I cannot remember 
Arsenal playing recently 
We have gathered from 
their European record that 
they must be a good club 
though ” 

No wonder, Winterslag is 
a suburb 20 miles from the 
West German and Dutch 
border in the mining pro¬ 
vince of Limburg. Maybe an 
obscure place in the world 
atlas, but the players are 
not less enthusiastic “We 
want to enjoy ourselves dui - 
ing the match against 
Arsenal,” said one of their 
representatives. 


From ambitions 


To injury 

How ambitious should a 
man be? It suiely depends 
on the individual Or else 
how does one explain the 
fact that a man wants to 
break a record he has cre¬ 
ated minutes before? Tony 
Wilhams, of Rickmans- 


worth, had earlier done two 
north-south runs in his 
powerboat, and one south- 
north run over the mea¬ 
sured kilometre in the 2.4- 
litre engined OZ circuit 
catamaran, achieving an 
average over the best two 
runs of 137.958 mph. This 
beat M. Werner’s record for 
the unlimited powered OZ 
class by nearly three mph. 

But on further trying to 
improve his effort, WiUiam 
crashed at over 130 mph 
and IS now nursing a dislo¬ 
cated shoulder and a broken 
finger. When he was on a 
north-south run, the wind 
got under his boat, which 
went up vertically and fell 
on Its back, forcing Williams 
to lay off the boat for the 
time being 


Bad calls 

Order of the day 

Remember the John 
McEnroe Rod Frawley en¬ 
counter in the semi-final of 
the Wimbledon’ The repeat 
was staged at Sydney in the 
Custom Credit Indoor 
Championship This time, 
however, it was the Austra¬ 
lian Frawley, who reacted in 
an unprecedented fashion 
to a series of bad linecalls 
by deliberately setting a 
trap for Kevin Bolton, 
secretary ot the Australian 
Umpires Association. With 
McEnroe leading 3-1,40-15 
in the first set, Frawley pre¬ 
tended to accept a McEnroe 
serve that had been called 
out. When Bolton went 
along with this and gave the 
game to the American, 
Frawley turned on the 
umpire and accused him of 
succumbing to player in¬ 
timidation. 

“Of course I was wrong to 
do It, but after the injustices 
1 have suffered these past 
two weeks, I just wanted to 
make an example of him. 1 
was challenging the guy’s 
competence and he fell for 
it. Like most of the officiat¬ 
ing in Australia this season, 
it was a disgrace,” said 
Frawley later. Although 
Frawley’s tactics had work¬ 
ed, McEnroe joined the Au¬ 
stralian in demanding that 
the umpire be replaced But 
the referee. Bill Gilmour 
stood by his official and ' 
ordered the players to con- 



Hosp Case- -omiicied ti-e lap- 
partings 

tinue playing. 

That was not the end of 
the trouble at the Horden 
Pavilion that day There 
were more bad calls when 
McEnroe along with his 
partner, Peter Fleming beat 
their colleagues Roscoe 
Tanner and Elliot Tehsrher. 
McEnroe was baited by the 
spectators and he protested 
After that what happened 
really takes the cake The 
elderly umpire forgot the 
score, called it wrong sever¬ 
al times and was also 
abu.sed by the crowd ‘ By 
that time 1 was just embai - 
rassedforhim The whole 
thing was a big joke,” said 
McEnroe And all these 
reactions were predicted by 
the normally well-mannered 
Ross Case, who had warned 
that eruptions were inevit¬ 
able if the standard of line- 
calling and umpiring did not 
improve. How right he was' 















Sportsworid Exclusive 


McEnroe: a true patriot 

GEORGE K GEORGE reveals from New York the off-court aspects of the 

number one player of tennis today 

T wo weeks ago John McEnroe was [ during the doubles of the Davis Cup [ McEnroe (Ir) had the nerve to call the 
fined for racket abuse and was semifinals sacred Wimbledon establishment the 


X fmed for racket abuse and was 
warned agaiiist arguing with the offi 
Cials in an international tournament in 
Australia 

A fortnight before that his big boos 
ter ^thur Ashe confessed that he was 
embarrassed by the behaviour of John 
end his doubles partner Peter Meming 


during the doubles of the Davis Cup 
semi finals 

A month before that, John banged 
his racket into a television microphone 
durmg an arpument with the umpire 
broke its string and earned a fine at 
the semi finals of the US Open against 
Vitas Gerulaitis 

lhat was soon after lohn Patrick 





McEnroe wlh the Wimbledon trophy— e true American youth with he Davis Cup blacer on 


McEnroe (Ir) had the nerve to call the 
sacred Wimbledon establishment the 
“pits ’ and Its referee an “incompetent 
fool," while performing another racket 
breaking iitual—during his match 
with Tom Gullickson Consequently, 
he was denied the honorary mem 
bership of the All England Club, mak 
ing him the fust ever champion with 
that dubious distinction The invita 
tion for the championship dinner also 
was ‘ politely withdrawn John re 
questeo to be excused from the formal 
dinner but was willing to make the 
ceremonial acceptance speech The 
club said, ‘ No speech no dinner” 
John was willing to attend the dinner 
prosided he could bung two Irish 
tnends as guests No guests said the 
(lub officials And John celebrated the 
victory his own wav 
Wimbledon bosses recommended a 
913 250 fine foi him The Men s Intel 
national Pro Tennis C ouncil decided to 
I educe it to $2 250 tor abuse ot offi 
cials and $5 000 ioi aggiavatcd be 
haviour Wimbledon 1181 was a 
nightmare foi him But he had the last 
laugh “The bottom line is winning 
he said Indeed it was 
The British Press nicknamed him 
Superbrat during the ll’l Wimble 
don He is the most vain ill 
tempeted petulant and loudmouth 
that the game of tennis has ever 
known wiote one ot them 
But Aithui Ashe US Davis Cup 
captain and former Wimbledon cham 
piun believes that luhn Mcf nroe is the 
most talented tennis player ever 
That IS Tohn McEnroe—a sign ot 
contradiction To those who know him 
oft com he is a loyal and humble 
triend To those who have seen him 
only in big tournaments ot througl the 
eyes of thi media, he is an ill 
mannered ‘ Brat 

John McEnroe does not condone his 
own behavioui “A lot of times I tell 
myself Im not going to argue, no 
matter what Then I go ahead and<do it 
any wav ' He also admits that he has 
to change Very few will give him 
credit fur even trying 
There aie occasions when John 
McEnroe controls himself His be 
haviour was perfect at the Davis Cup 
quarterfinals against the Czechs At 
the Ub Open this year, he had very 
little argument with the officials The 
ironv IS that when John McEnroe 
behaves the crowds go home dis 
appointed It becomes restless and 
uncomfortable It waits for the out 
burst impatiently John is aware of 
this too 



8«ldoin,<ioes McEnroe argue witbour 
reason. But when he feels that injus¬ 
tice is beuig done to him, he Just 
cannot keep quiet Perhaps his back¬ 
ground has something to do with it “I 
was brought up to fi^t for every¬ 
thing,” he says. “My father’s that way 
He gets upset. I’m sure that has a lot to 
do with my personality. When you 
grow up in that kind ot environment, 
there is no way you can backout on 
your emotions I just can’t hide it like 
Borg. I've accepted that it’s impossible 
for me to do that. All 1 can do is work 
on keeping myself under control, 
trying not to be offensive, trying to 
ignore people who want to bug me ” 

W IMBLEDON hates the guts ot this 
22-year-old For John, nothing is 
sacred—^not even Wimbledon At last 
year’s Wimbledon semi-final, against 
Connors, he protested a call quite 
strongly, “not here, you don’t do that 
at Wimbledon on Centre Court,” Jim¬ 
my admonished him But for John 
McEnroe trust is the same even on the 
Centre Court. 

Even his worst critics will agree that 
John McEnroe is true to himself He 
will fight hard for a point that belongs 
to him But he will also fight for his 
opponent In his Davis Cup match 
against Thomas Smid, he sent a ball 
flying to give the Czech a point that 
was called against him 
John McEnroe is not a phony He 
will not hide his true feelings to please 
the aristocratic club crowd He is not a 
neat or elegant dresser He loves black 
and red His table manners are nor 
perfect His locker i.s often in a mess 
in England many call him a “punk” 
But he IS one ot the brightest and most 
intelligent sportsmen today He knows 
his prioiities and goes aftei them with 
dedication and passion 

The Pi ess has not been fair to John 
McEnroe He was light when he said 
after his fust Wimbledon appearance, 
“I was 18 when I went to Wimbledon 
•for the tirst time and they expected 
me to act like a 30-year-old ” 

This IS what the Wimbledon crowd. 






No fine can accuse McCnrae ot not gtving his best A 

the foreign Press and manv tans all 
over the world have not realised. John 
McEnroe went to Wimbledon when be 
was a typical American toenagei in his 
first yeat ot college He was wild, crazy 
and fun-loving like any othet teeiiagei. 
Suddenly there he was in the lime¬ 
light He just could not handle it the 
way the Press and the conservative 
club membeis wanted it 

“All of a sudden, it was like every¬ 
body wanted to talk to me, where 
nobody gave a darn about me befoie 
Rang, suddenlv it was all there, people 
wanting to write about me, people 



McEnroe argues with Ote referee—no uiyustifled decision is taken hfing down 


sequence during the Wimbledon final against Borg 

otfering me wild-card entries for 
touinamt'Miis, people waiting to meet 
me all the time, it really flipped me 
out By the time 1 got to Stanford chat 
•tall, I was so tired, so mentally gone, 1 
couldn't lace the lenni.s court for six 
weeks,” he lecalls 

Sudden staidom was too much foi a 
shv young man of Ins temperament. 
Shy’ John McLnioe’ The world may 
find It hard to believe But he is 
Pcuiple who knew him at Trinity High 
School, New York, and at Slantord 
University vouch foi it So do his 
neighbours and the playeis in the 
pro-circuit Take him seriousls when 
he says, “I’m leally very shy and quiet 
like B|utii, but not so quiet in the 
tennis court sometinies ” Gene Meyer 
says what John McEnroe is “one of the 
shyest people” he knows “Oil court 
he is neither vocal nor harsh,” says the 
fellow New Yoiker 

Friends say John Mchnroe is very 
loyal Even afiei shooting up to Woild 
No 1, bv wnitiing the singles and 
doubles at Wimbledon and the US 
Open and iheiehy becoming the first 
ever top laiik in singles and doubles, 
John IS the same to his old friends He 
would lather gd to a local jiub to drink 
with childhoocl friends, than to appear 
in star-studded chscos with Vilas Geru 
laitis and Jllie Nasiase And his friends 
always deteiicl him 

“John puts ih(- biggest emphasis on 
fan ness and honesty, and that ts why 
lie cannot handle Wimbledon,” says 
his doubles paitnei Petei Fleming 
John’s childhood friend and neighbour 
Marv Caiillti. hersell a top profession 
a) and bmatkaster, s,ivs, “1 know this 



CIGAREHE SMOKING fS 
INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 


Made for each other 



Wilis Filter.The standard ot 
excellence in ciearctte smoking 
for almost two dec ados now 
To millions of smokers. 

Wills Filter is the last word in 
taste—the taste of choice 
tobaccos carefully blended and 
married to |ust the right filter 

Wills Filter.Once you've 
tried Icyou stay with It a 

WIUSHUQt# 

Filter and tobacxx> perfectly 
matched. 






for sure: John’s* got morals, and ethics. 
I’ve never seen him sell himself out for 
anything ” 

"This 1 $ why the “Superbrat” turned 
down over $600,000 minimum guaran¬ 
tee for playing a tournament in South 
Africa—an offer which could have 
brought him up to a million That is 
whv John faithfully show.s up for all 
Davis Cup matches for the United 
States. A number of pros i etuse to play 
tor the US team because there is veiy | 
little money in it Any day, John i 
McEnroe could make more money 
than them But, for him loyalty to his 
country is the greater priority At 
Wimbledon and the US Open, he wore 
the US Davis Cup jacket as he walked 
up for the presentation cetemony 

The same loyalty has been in him 
while at school too Even when he was 
piling up National Junior Cham¬ 
pionship in singles and doubles, he 
would always find time to play the 
school tournaments At Stanford Uni- 
veisity too, the university team meant 
so much to him “He is the best team 
playei I’ve ever seen,” says Stanford 
coach Dick Gould "He was the one 
who consoled the guy who lost He 
boosted the team with his spirit " This 
spirit is the driving force behind John 
McEnroe’s agonies and ecstasies fie is 
a competitor—a tough one For him, to 
play is to win No one can accuse him 
of being unfait He is tense and in¬ 
tense He IS aggiessive and bui sting 
with Youthful impatience and energy 
He IS haid and demanding on himself, 
as he IS on ihe world. 

He seldom smiles even when he is 
otf-coiirt “It’s not that 1 want to look 
unpleasant oi anything," he says “It’s 
the way 1 always thought that if I 
smiled I’d bteak my concentration 
Even if 1 see things which I think are 
liinnv 1 don't want to get myself loo.se 
It 1 relax completely then I’m in 
trouble ” 


J OHN is a pelfectionist He sacri¬ 
fices his Youthful years tor the 
game he Ioycs In the- process, he has 
lost ihe opportunity of leading a pri- 
Ydte lile He |usc cannot stand around 
and applaud the shots of his oppo¬ 
nents That IS not the type tjf tennis he 
has seen while growing up as a pro He 
IS a product ol the ATI’ circuit, and not 
of Wimbledon lo him, as to most pros 
I today, tennis is not just a pastime, it is 
! their profession, their way of life 
Their emotions, philosophies and lite 
has become part of their game They 
just cannot draw a lino between tiieir 
personal life and pr.ifessional life 
The world just does not try to under¬ 
stand that John McEinroe was only IS 
when he fust earned the wrath of 
Fleet Stieel Today he is only 22 The 
world expects him to be Bjorn Borg 
and Arthur Ashe John helplessly 
admits that he just can’t be that way 
John McEnroe a lawyw who> 
manages his son’s finances, spends a 
lot of time defending his client But he 
was nor far fiom truth when he says, 
“John is a major talent and he de¬ 
serves much more attention to that 
L__ 




Focus 


I 



The farce of coaching 

Ever since the camps started, the build-up for the Asiad football 
competition has come in for severe criticism. SARAJIT DEB investi¬ 
gates 


T HK All-'.iiclia Football Federation 
has again come out with an 
announcement after the next Nation¬ 
als, .^0 pldvers will be selected and 
they will be kept in various camps and 
before the Asian (lames, they will not 
be allowed to assist ihcir respective 
clubs “After the exhibition matches 
with the Russian team that will take 
place in December, we will select a 
few players for the camp 1'he respet - 
tive State associations will be re¬ 
quested to give them as much test as 
possible We will even request them 
not to include these players in the 
team foi the Nationals The rest of the 
plovers will be selected alter tne 
Nationals We do not want to make too 
many changes in the squad, but if it is 
abfcolutelv necessary we will do it The 
last tournament before the Asian 
Games will be the IFA Shield or the 
Darjeeling Gold Cup If anyone plays 
exceptlonallv well, we will consider 
him,” assured the AIFF secretary 
Ashok Ghoib One has heard all these 
statement’s betore, a number of times, 
but thev have not been adhered to by 
the very same officials 
Let us travel back .some 16 months 
The last general body meeting of the 
All-lndia Football Federation had pist 
been completed at Cuttack The new 


ly-elected secretary, Ashok Ghosh, had 
told me “I will ,strive to better not just 
the standard of football in India, but 
the very atmosphere in which it is 
played We have associations warring 
with each other, officials flouting |us- 
tice and above all, playeis getting too 
big foi their boots, who need to be 
taught to walk—all over again,” 

“We have named seveial coaches 
and they will try and get the best 
available .talent in the country so that 
their potential is nurtured We will try 
and get the best available side for the 
19K2 /isicin Games and try to get the 
best possible performance from them 
If it is feasible, the players will be 
en joined to stay together till the Asiad 
IS over and theieafter till the AIFF 
decides to allow them to represent 
States or clubs A similar procedure 
will be followed with a junior outfit, 
which will be treated as the second 
string, to take ovei when the first 
batch gets over the hill In all cases, 
the AIM- squad will be asked to par¬ 
ticipate in various tournaments in the 
country t<) get tuned as a team ” 
The AIFF officials look a very long 
time to get things done Before the last 
Nationals at Cutiack 1 again met the 
secretary and had asked him about the 
plans for the Asian Games He said 


“We are seriously thinking about the 
Asian Games The tournaments which 
are being played will be of vital im¬ 
portance We are sending ‘spotters’ to 
all the tournaments and will be send¬ 
ing a few to the coming Nationals 
They have been asked to submit the 
names of promising young players and 
also those who are at then peak now 
and have pci formed well They have 
also been asked to submit suggestions 
about the pattern of coaching that i® to 
be undei taken ” 

One of the suggestions was that only 
players in the 18-25 age group should 
be considered foi the camp, which 
should begin after the Nationals ft 
was also felt that the players called foi 
the camp should not be allowed to play 
either for then clubs or their offices 
lor the next two years Leave lacilities 
for them would also be provided At 
that time they had thought ot introduc¬ 
ing a resolution that would force the 
playeis to attend the tamps—if one 
refused to join it, he would not be 
allowed to participate in anv tourna¬ 
ment 

Subsequently, after the Nationals, 
for the first time in the history ot 
Indian football, a coaching scheme had 
been organi.sed with an eye to the 
futuie When the Cuttack Nationals 
had reached a climax, the higwigs of 
the AIFF had met to decide on a 
suitable strategy foi the preparation 
lor the Asian Games After prolonged 
sessions that lasted two days, the AIFF 
agreed to aa 18-month plan The AIFF 
wanted to ensure that interests of the 
national team received top priority It 
went along with one of the suggestions 
and decided that in the event of a 
player not reporting to a coacning 
camp, he would be barred not only 
from playing in the national team but 
also his State and club in those tourna¬ 
ments sanctioned by the fcdciation. If 
a player was unable to join the camp 
owing to injury or illness, he would 
have to submit himself for an examin-i- 
tion by the federation’s medical panel 
befoie late admission 

According to the plan, 62 players 
had been selected tor the first phase, 
which got undei way at Calcutta Right 
from the beginning the players’ atti¬ 
tude was lukewarm—to say the least 
Only 46 had cared to attend the camp 
The rest had been given four days’ 
allowance. From that time itself the 
AIFF had allowed things to get out of 
control 

P.K Baiierjee had been appointed 








as the chief coach and he was assisted 
by Aroon Ghosh and S. Hakeem. In 
addition, there were two techincal 
directors in G Basha and J Kittu, who, 
together would be mainly responsible 
for the selection of the team. 

A WORD about the selection of the 
players in the first phase of the 
coaching camp. There were four not¬ 
able absentees. Manjit Singh, Joseph 
Machado, Valentine Fernandes and 
Chinnioy Chatterjee While the tirst 
three had performed creditably during 
the Cuttack Nationals, Chinmoy had 
enjoyed good tournaments last year 
The basis of the selection was formed 
by spotters sent to all the major 
tournaments in the country Chinmoy 
and Machado had played extremely 
well in the Rovers and in addition, 
Chinmoy had also performed consis¬ 
tently in the Durand One might argue 
that the basis of the selection was the 
Nationals If that had been the case, 
how could one justify the inclusion ot 
Prasun Banerjee and Subrata Bhat- 
tricharya in the camp^ Both, along with 
Chinmoy, had not been included in the 
Bengal .squad for the Nationals Chin¬ 
moy has proved himself on a number 
of occasions In the 1977 Nationals at 
Calcutta, he adapted him.self com¬ 
petently to the role ot a stopper after 
Pradip Choudhury was badly injured 
Ills original position is right wing- 
back, but last year he had played as a 
left wing-back to accommodate Pre- 
mnatli Philip in his original position 
Manjit Singh was the only forward 
who shone in an individual capacity 
during the Santosh Trophy and it was 
he, for all practical purpose.s, who 
single-handedly brought glory to Pun 
jab Kven the Railway coach, and latei 
the chief coach P K Banerjee, had 
admitted that Manjit made all the 
difference in the final The only thing 
that went against him was his age, but 
then, if he was still good, he should 
have been called for the camp 
Machado’s exclusion, likewi.se could 
nut be justified Neither was the case 
of Valentine who played extremely 
well in the Nationals He had scored 
against both Bengal and Punjab mov¬ 
ing up with the forwards As a left-half 
in the 4-3-d formation, he had played 
his role very effectively But he did not 
find favour with the selectors 

The setting up of the camp was just 
the start of the trouble What hap- 
jiened at the camp itself is now his¬ 
tory Twenty-one stalwarts left the 
camp with a view to assisting their 
respective club.s They had been given 
to understand, by no less than the 
AIFF secretary Ashok Ghosh, that 
they would be allowed to do so pro¬ 
vided they signed a bond forfeiting 
their place in the national side That 
was in mid-February, about a week 
aftei the camp had begun 
The AIFF had decided that the fate 
of the players would be decided in the 
scheduled working committee meeting 
that was to take place at t)ie end of 
March. However, there were piessures 
from several quarters, especially from 
the big clubs of Calcutta, to summon 



an emergency meeting to decide the 
fate of the players The AIFF bowed 
down to the pressure and called the 
meeting a week after the exodus It 
was then decided that the players 
would be re-admitted on condition 
that they gave a voluntary declaration, 
within a scheduled date, that they 
would not play for any club from the 
date they were summoned to the camp 
to the date they were released from it 


B ut the real problem was: Why 
were they tillowed to leave the 
camp in the first place’ It was then 
jearnt that the decision to allow the 
jilayers to leave the camp was taken in 
Calcutta in the fate of the pressure of 
the ‘"Big Three” clubs This was done 
despite the AIFF decision taken in 
Cuttack duting the Nationals, that 
Asiad probables chosen for the camp 
would be hatred from tournaments 
affiliaied to the AIFF it they failed to 
join the camji or chose to leave it. 
According to informed souices, there 
was a move to oust the AIFF secretary 
for his blunder but he had somehow 
managed to survive. But it was clear to 
all and sundry that the AIFF step in 
allowing the plaveis to leave the tamp 
and then allowing them to play for 
local club.s was not just morally wrung 
but one that would have a crippling 
effect on thi development of the game 
on healthy lines A far cry from the big 
promises the secretary had made ab¬ 
out getting the very atmosphere tight 
in which the game is played 
The only way out seemed some sort 
of action that would not only allow the 
players to play gaiiitullv foi their clubs 
but to serve as examjiles as well hinre 
the secretary had promised the jilay- 
ers tbit no disciplinary action would 
be taken against those who chose to 
leave the camp, he was not expected to 
go back on his word At that time Field 
Marshal Maneckshaw had made a 
brief visit to Calcutta and when he had 
been questioned as to what action 
would be taken against those who had 
no intention of returning to the camp. 


he had assured* “Wait and see. Some¬ 
thing has to be done And it will be 
dune " But the iiony is that we are still 
waiting foi some action to be taken by 
the AIFF 

But to take some positive action, the 
AIFF has to first decide what they 
really want That they failed to decide. 
Fust the deadline fui the players to 
rejoin the camp was extended bv four 
days Thar was done because the play 
eis bad not decided till then what 
course of action they would take- Deci¬ 
sions taken at the emergency meeting 
after the exodus was rapidly changed 
It had been decided (hat those players 
reinstated in the camp would only be 
allowed to play in office league match¬ 
es and not even in the Federation Cup. 
On the other hand, those players who 
had not left the camp would be 
allowed to assist their lespective clubs 
in the Fedeiation Cup It had been 
further decided that the players sum¬ 
moned would have to report to the 
camp, failing which thev woind not be 
allowed to play for any club uridei the 
federation nor in any icgisiered 
tournament under the AIFF fiuiii the 
date of receipt of the summons unless 
able to show a valid reason tor their 
absence which would satisfy the AIFF 

Latei, however, all the directives 
were changed, all in favour ot the 
players, it was decided that .should the 
players refuse to join ihe camp, the 
AIFF would only debar them from 
repre.senring their Stale and the coun¬ 
try Hftwever, they would be allowed 
to play foi tlieir lespective tlubs And 
if a player decided to join the camp, he 
will not he allowed to play foi his club 
when the camp was in progress 

All these decisions were changed to 
please the Big Three of Calt uita, and 
at the same time to ensure that N 
Vittal, the Vice-president of the AIFF 
can be assured of a profii when the 
Federation Cup was staged at Madras, 
his State They knew that if the play¬ 
ers were not allowed to participate in 
the Federation Cup, it would hamper 
the sales at the gates 

At that time. East Bengal did not 
allow their players fMonoiaiijan Hhat- 
tacharya. Dilip Paul, Fieinnaili Philip, 
Fareecl, CD Francis, Araalra), Tho¬ 
mas Mathews) to loin the camp, they 
did not sign that they would be going 
batk 

Altei the AIFF released those play¬ 
ers who had rem.iined in the camp 
after the exodus, a fiesh lot of 10 
plaveis weie called But so mconijse- 
lent was the AII F that they failed to 
notify the new jilayeis that they would 
be required foi the ( amp That was the 
main reason why only 1 f playeis man 
aged to rejiori m time Fiirthei, they 
could not esen arrange foi the tiaii.s- 
poit ol the playeis, neither lould ifiey 
organise to.iches from the camp to the 
plaving ground, the distance being a 
mere two miles P K Banerjee and 
Aiuon (Jhosh had no other alterriativo 
but to make do with a makeshift sirip 
of land III fioni of the camp instead 

Anotlier problem that kept cropjiing 
up was arranging leave for the pjavers 



Everything was being done on a verbal 
basis while the players were all along, 
told that everything would be 
arranged One of the coaches, S 
Hakeem, had to leave the camp be¬ 
cause of leave problems but that did 
not help the AIFF to wake up from the 
deep slumber that seemed to envelop 
the officials 

The scene shitted to Madras, where 
the Fedeiation Cup was staged The 
executive committee of the AIFF met, 
along with the technical committee 
(comprising P K Banetjee, Aroon 
Ghosh, S Hal'eem, G Basha and J 
Kittii) The technical committee’s 
opinion was sought as to whether it 
was possible for them to build a 
national side without the twenty-one 
deserters “They said it was not possi¬ 
ble and only then did we ask them how 
many players they wanted from the 21 
deserters,” the AIFF secretary told 
me “We wanted to restrict it to the 
minimum and when they said that they 
needed at least seven players at a 
time, we agreed " 

Ultimately the AIFF got the direc¬ 
tive from the Goveinment Char they 
would have to suspend the players who 
do not join the camp in future But the 
AIFF continued'doing injustice to the 
players who had remained loyal when 
the 21 players had left the camp 
There were several players fiom the 
big reams in Calcutta who had 
attended the coaching camp and there¬ 
fore they could not play lor the clubs 



called 

in the initial matches of the Calcutta 
liCague After the coaching period, the 
players were scheduled to play a 
tournament in Dacca. But the AIFF 
failed to seek permission from the 
Government to make the tup and the 
selected players were left high and 
dry, though were assuied that they 
would be called for the next camp and 
considered foi the team that will go to 
Merdeka. 


W hen the camp started setren 
more players were called to rein¬ 
force the players already selected. 
Two days after these seven star play¬ 
ers (they were among the 21 who had 
left the first camp) joined the training 
camp, two youngsters, Amp Das and 
Kartick Sett, were told that they were 
wanted by the respective clubs in 
Calcutta and they had the permission 
to leave the camp and play for their 
sides. If they were to be sent back, why 
were they called for the second camp? 
Was It that the players who were in the 
reckoning for the Indian team had 
slumped so badly that the AIFF offi¬ 
cials decided to do away with them 
after watching them for just two or 
three days at the second camp? And 
when the team for the Merdeka was 
announced, all seven were m the list 
So, all along though the AIFF knew 
that they could not do without the j 
service of the.se players, they did not 
think It fit to call them to the camp 
Perhaps, if they had done so, there 
would have been pressure from the big 
clubs of Calcutta, which they didn't 
want to face (In the list was Monoran- 
jan Bhattacharya, who had initially 
not signed to go back to the camp) 
The AIFF officials did nut think it 
would help improve the understanding 
amongst the players if they had played 
together I'he priorities of the big 
clubs came before those of the 
country. 

Then, the camp that was on lor the 
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preparation for the Merdeka was sud¬ 
denly dissolved so that the players of 
Mohammedan Sporting (Bhaskar Gan- 
guli. Prasun Banerjee, Bidesh Bose 
and Shabbir Ali) could assist their club 
in their last engagement of the 
League. Priyaranjan Dasmunshi, a 
vice-president of the AIFF had said 
that the players selected for the Mer¬ 
deka would nut be allowed to partici¬ 
pate in the League, but that did stop 
the players from assisting their club. 
Here also the need of the club was 
placed before that of the country No 
one cared to think what would have 
happened had one of these players 
been injured while playing in that 
match Neither has there been any 
action taken against the players. “I 
was not in the country at that time, so 1 
cannot enli^ten you to what hap¬ 
pened at that period,” said Ashok 
Ghosh. “But one thing which has stuck 
me is that you are the first person who 
IS enquiring about this matter. 
Perhaps if the Indian team had not 
done as well as they did at the Merde¬ 
ka, It would have been a striking issue. 
It was for the committee to have 
decided what should have been done 
' then " 

The Indian team went to the Merde- 
! ka and did fairly well, having qualified 
I for the semi-final before bowing out to 
a Biazihan team The day the team 
' returned to Calcutta, they left for 
North Korea to play in a tournament 
It was while the team was playing at 
the Merdeka that they learnt that they 
would be going to North Korea But no 
one was sure of the teams that would 
be participating in the tournament 
But still the team was sent and without 
Soviet visas What happened at Mos¬ 
cow is now old hat And the teams 
which participated in the tournament 
were two sides of the host nation and a 
second-string Chinese team Yet we 
had to send our national team. What 
seems really funny is that the AIFF 
officials were not even aware of the 
teams which were participating 
“When the last meeting of the Asian 
Football Confedei ation took place, the 
president of the North Korean Foot¬ 
ball Association had assured me that a 
lot of countries will be taking part in 
the tournament We tried to contact 
them but failed. This is a new experi¬ 
ence for us. From the next time, we 
have got to be sure which teams are 
coming before sending our side for 
such tournaments,” said the AIFF 
secretary. 

While the Indian team was playing 
in the North Korean tournament, a 
coaching camp was being conducted at 
Bombay, in which 43 players had been 
called but only 19 had cared to attend. 
Later it was learnt that the players 
from Goa did not get the information 
in time. The secretary had said that 10 
players would be kept from the camp, 
for selection in the Indian team that 
would toui the Arab countries, and 
then play in the King’s Cup at Bang¬ 
kok. Two sessions of practice were 
conducted under the guidance of S. 



Chinmoy Chaitarjee—dopnvod all over again 


Hakeem and S. Naeemuddin and in 
the course of the camp there were four 
trial matches. Since only 19 players 
had attended the camp, Chinmoy 
Chatterjee was forced to play as a 
stopper in these trial matches, along 
with Satyajit Ghosh of Railway Foot¬ 
ball Club of Calcutta Both had per¬ 
formed creditably but were lyit consi¬ 
dered suitable by the selectors The 
technical committee, as mentioned 
earlier consists of P K Banerjee, 
Aroon Ghosh, S Hakeem, G Basha 
and J. Kittu According to reliable 
sources, only two of them were present 
at the meeting—Basha and Hakeem It 
was they who pulled the strings and 
saw that these two players from Ben¬ 
gal were dropped from the squad The 
reason’ 


I F one tries to go to the root cause for 
the exclusion of Chinmoy, one has to 
.travel back a few years. When the 
Indian team left for Bahrain two years 
back, Basha was in charge of the team 
For some unknown reason the pass¬ 
port of Munoranjan Bhattacharya 
could not be found just before the tour 
and Chinmov. the only other defendei 
in the camp, had been told to keep 
himself ready for the trip But the day 
before the team left, Basha, who was 
the coach included M M Jacob in the 
team in place of Monoranjan At that 
time Chinmoy had asked, why was a 
half-back being taken in place of a 
defender? Basha didn’t like the ques¬ 
tion and has definitely not forgotten it 
When the camp for the pre-Olympics 
got underway, Chinmoy was turned 
out on the very first day by Basha, 
again. And it was Basha who saw to it 
that Chinmoy was not considered for 
the Indian team 

What really is of significance is that 
no disciplinary action has been taken 


till date against the players who did 
not attend the Bombay camp. Among 
them a striking example is that of 
Joseph Machado The camp was called 
from October 1 Machado did not think 
It fit to attend the camp Instead, he 
was assisting his side, East Bengal, at 
the Darjeeling Gold Cup. Tlie reason 
given by him was very simple—he was 
nut informed by his club And what 
had the club to say to thi.s? Another 
very logical an.swer. Thai they were 
not informed by anyone They had 
read the news in the newspaper but 
they were not willing to accept that as 
the Gospel truth So who was to 
blame’ On the face of it, the Indian 
Football Association 

"We have asked the IFA lo explain 
what had happened We cannot take 
any disciplinary action against Macha¬ 
do unless we know what took place. 
For the time being what we had done 
is that we did not allow him to the 
camp. That means he caniioi be consi¬ 
dered to lepiesent India tor the tune 
being. Let us see whai the IFA has to 
say and only then can we (the execu¬ 
tive committee) lake any decision,” 
said the AIFF .secretary Ashok Ghosh 

Then there was the case of Narendni 
Gurung of Border Secuiitv horce If 
may be mentioned here that he wa.s 
asked to join the camp of October 12 
but like Machado, he was assisting his 
club at a later dale “When Naiciidra 
came to the tamp he told ns that he 
was not allowed to leave thi- ream We 
decided that it was not his fault ami so 
we allowed him entry into the camp 
We have asked the Punjab Football 
Association for an explanation Again 
the committee will have to decide 
what action should he taken again.st 
the PFA or BSF.” said Ashok Ghosh 

Thar is it what Naiendia h.is ‘..iid is 
true “On that score we aie sure 
Otherwise his |ob in the BSf will be lo 
dangei,” assuied the AJFF seireiar\ 
What will happen it the same thing 
happens with a player who plays ioi a 
tlub, nor an office side, like Mohun 
Bagan or East Bengal’ There they do 
not have a job and then it will be the 
word of the plaver agaiiisi th.ii ol the 
club. The AJFF will siiielv be lelt in a 
very tricky situaiion if iha happens 

The AIFF secietarv has lepeatecllv 
said that they want to build the best 
possible side foi the Ilelhi Asian 
Games But till now tbe whole camp 
business does nol seem to be going 
very smoothly And foi that the offi¬ 
cials can only blame ihernstlvc", When 
the last Asian Caines weie held in the 
country in 19S1, we won the gold 
After a period of .10 long yeais, the 
Games will be held at the I ajiital 
Since 19';i we have slipped a long way, 
but can we hope that his'orv will 
repeat itself’ Perhaps we aie Inong a 
bit too optimistic But at feast we tan 
make a last-ditch effort, aftei .ill, theie 
IS no hafm in doing that But lui th.it 
the people who control the g.iine will 
have to overcome their iieitiness and 
be totally dedicated to then job 



Australia can 
beat Pakistan 

JOHN BENAUD, writing from Sydney, rates Australia’s chances of 
overcoming Pakistan quite bright in the latter’s current tour. But, he 
says, the West Indians—who will also play three Tests—may pose an 
entirely insurmountable threat. 

Greg Chappeli—wiii he te reinstated 7 

I F you are n cricket fan who dues noi I , v ’nirnM. 

mind a little intrigue, then Australia ‘ ' ; 1 ^ ' j 


is a good place to be in right now This 
is because Australian cricket has prob¬ 
lems and not only do those people that 
matter seem to have little idea about 
solutions, but they arc saving nothing 

There is the matter ot the captaincy, 
of course. Some want Kim Ilughes 
They are the iiivestuis in the tutuie 
Others want Greg Chappell reinstated 
They are the .sensible ones 

There is the matter of night cricket. 
That gentleman, who once said 
“Cricket was meant to be played with 
a red ball in God’s daylight”, mav at 
last have his wish granted Engineeis 
here in .Sydney have discoveied the 
huge light towers erected a few sum¬ 
mers back mav fall down on spectators 
if the winds get great enough The 
result IS, many decks of lights have 
had to be removed to le.ssen the weight 
stress Nobody wants to admit it, but 
the whole night cric ket programme for 
the summer is in doubt TV magnate 
Kerry Packet’s millions of dollars in¬ 
vested in pulling ratings is in such 
danget that observers are suggesting 
he will even foot the bill tor a new 
bank of lights to be erected along the 
roof edge of the Bradman and Noble 
stands. 

Othei mysteries, those curiently tax¬ 
ing the minds of the national selectors, 
are the combinations in Tests and 
one-day games that could restore Au¬ 
stralia’s cricketing ceditibility after 
an England season that in the end 
rated fairly clo.se to the legendary “Big 
Fat Zero” Already, the TV advertise¬ 
ments tell us about the vcsitors, the 
Pakistanis and the West Indians The 
advertisement imploring viewers to 
roll up to the Pakistan matches has the 
theme ot a stalking tiger The West 
indies well, I suppose even ad-men 
lun out ot ideas it’s Calypso cricket 
again 

In the face of that challenge, we 
have Austiallian flags and an earnest 
message from the great I.illee who 
tells us all of the honoui ot being 
among ihe (ountiv’s best twelve 
cncketeis lighting for flag and coun¬ 
try, of couise Mill, thai s ciicket heie 
the.se days—the ‘Big Sell’ 

Sadly, It all got ott to a had start 
when the Pakistani played Wesi An- 
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3 LI.UW B i«w aays alter Kettiui! otf 
their p^ne. in Perth. Not many turned 
had, they would have been 
tor^. Pakistan—nine for 380 

declared. West Australia—545 Pakis¬ 
tan two for 92 “ 

It was a match that proved the Perth 
strip to be probably the best foi bar- 

K>m 

Hughes flaws dramatically aeain—his 
innings of 50 plus was described as 

close after West Australia passed the 
Pakistanis effectively killed .spectator 
interest And Pakistan, by batting into 
the second day after scoring 338 on the 
first, enforced the attitude that tour¬ 
ing teams coming to Australia on these 
twin tours will grab every opportunity 

Crott—nasty 


is” '■ "'’i- 

But what It proved most was what 

fan has been 
nopiim. Australia can beat Taverl 
Mead’s men For this was «We,l 
Australia without the mighty LUIee 
hern ‘aw '^““'‘ahan fast bowlrng 

^®“''”‘*’‘frawalsthey 

Whhm.r^ c r P“>»'*fan were 

without Sarfraz and Sikandei, but 

Miandad must have been depressed 

‘*“*“^*‘ **u n» 

wtter against the State batting 

Jm ““i! for veter- 

mdei*1hi“^h® »-entiirv m the middle 
n Hei, the tourists would have struo- 
Rled against an attack led by well, 

Hiw Hughes—Haws evident at Perth 




moderate medium-pacers like Bak«k 
Malone and Portei. Now that Majid ia 
down the order and Sadiq is bactt at' 
home, Lillee and co.,—that is PascodJ 
Lawson, Alderman, Thomson—will re¬ 
lish bowling ai the inexperienced Man* 
sooi and Rizwan-ur-Zaman Even 
perhap.s Mudassar, of greater experi¬ 
ence in the Test arena, but yet to 
realise the potential many feel he hat. 

I akistan, it seems, may have to 
count on its middle order to drag it 
thiough any crisis The oldies, Zaheer. 
Majid and Miandad, flashy, but now 
that he is captain, mav lie more r*-' 
sponsible And the developing Waaun 
Rata. The problem arises if the open*' 
ers fail Not only will the middle ordet 
be exposed to the new ball far tiio 
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soon, but Majid—once a great eye 
player—may have to be rocketed hack 
up the order Much of Pakistan's pre- 
tour thinking would then be des¬ 
troyed 

More than likelv though they will 
manage to draw with the Australians, 
who have a few problems themselves 
There are fitness doubts with Pascoe 
and Lawson And let's tace it, Australia 
will be reliant on pace The spinners— 
Higgs, Blight and say the inexperi¬ 
enced Sleep—never give the impress 
ion they will win matches The batting, 
though, wi.l be stiong with lomebacks 
from Greg Chappell and the reliable 
Bruce Laird, the ouenei 
This senes shapes as bat versus bat 
The limited uvet series will be as 
close Certainly, Australia accounted 
easily tor India last summer But, in 
assessing then chances against Pakis¬ 
tan, It may be wiser to use the matches 
against New Zealand as a yardstick. 
Aiiscialia scraped in Reason New 
Zealand had a disciplined side well 
used to limited-over tucker because 
many ot their piavers do the England 
Countv ciituit There are some as 
well-credent tailed in this Pakistani 
team 

G iven Australia's chances against 
this Pakistani team in the process 
of rebuilding, it would be |ust short ot 
stupid to suggest the West Indies could 
be beaten There is that feeling of 
dejj-vu about the West Indies today It 
IS all like ,1 TV t splay—and we have 
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enough of those here It begins with 
that sort of hopeless hope expressed 
by the optimists. The theory is the 
West Indies can be beaten because 
they are getting on Or because Viv 
Richai ds must have a bad season .soon 
Or that the young players are less 
experienced than Australia’s young 
players The rather chilling fact is that 
the West Indies have played seventeen 


Tests. They won four and drew 12. 
They lost one, a disaster in New Zea¬ 
land which followed that last Austra¬ 
lian tour, and which was notable for 
the complaints about umpiring. 

The fact is, they have more fast 
bowlers than ever before. They are 
Andy Roberts, Michael Holding, Joel 
Garner, Malcolm Marshall, Sylvester 
Clarke, and Colin Croft. They say 
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Carnor—tespeaei] rival 

Roberts is past ii Mavbt- (ust having a 
rest before the Australian toui They 
worry about Holding’s shouldei Thcv 
have been for seasons now. but he 
seems to keep coming up Garner, they 
respect, but thev think Marshall is a 
novice Clarke, they have never seen 
But he IS quick and bouncy ond we 
presuipe, aggressive After all, he did 
hurl a brick into the crowd on the 




I’akisi.in loui And iheie is t'loti 
Quite nastv Cioli. not only because ot 
his peculiai action which makes sight 
ing difliLult, but because he’s mean 
cMiniigh lo try to hurt the balsmcn 
The latt is, they still have Havnes 
and Gieenidge ciiul Richaids And 
bloytl Theie are some new hoys lo 
Test cricket, but onlv in teims ol 
experience and nieasuied against 


IT,iscoe—doubt’, about hii limes’. 

those gieat names -Gomes and Bat 
chus. And the lad is ihe\ have a 
"secret weapon” When he was chosen 
foi this (out, the expeiis cited “llaiold 
who'*’’ Humid Joseph, that’s who A 
spinner with a ditfeience tioni Turn 
dad A man who can weave a weh of 
inttigue aioiind batsmen who cannot 
pick wliu h way his nicking fingcis will 
make the hall |ump He is a fieak. )usl 
like thi Aiisttaliiiris, Iverson and 
('•let son |usi like the lamed 
Kainadliin 

I'ni Aiisiiaha, ihe sad lact is this 
West Indian lonibiinition looks no 
weaket ihiin any rh.il has come at ross 
mil 'IV scieens m the last live oi six 
siimmeis Andoldei well, Thai is sure 
1\ wisei II ('ll eg ('happen is captain, 
he will hast' to conleiil himselt with 
sttetching I'akistan And that will de 
pend a lot on jnst how the Aiislialian 
selectois appmaih the task of lelui 
I lushing a side that went to I'nglaiul in 
the icluiilding stage 
I I'oi Ansiialia, the time has lome iti 
; pick a comlnnaiioii ;iiid stick with 
' It - not diiqi plaveis who mav tail at 
: the second .ittempl In othei woids, .1 
I It nil n to past seletlion methods 
I w'lii'it a playei was at least given the 
I best pan ol a series to sett It 
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JOHN 

EMBUREY 


I N Austt aliu, three winters ago, Eng¬ 
land won th- series 5-1 But there 
was a stage when the visitors, only 2-1 
ahead, were desperate right up to the 
final afteinoon Austialia were .18 for 
none, dhasing 205 and party to affairs, 
but Emhuiev and (leuff Miliei got to 
work and the rest was deceptively 
easy Prior to this, in the match against 
South Australia, competed with credit 
for a place in the Test XI The tie 
clearlv involved a play-ott between 
Emhtiiey and Edmonds, but with the 
former lerurning tiguies of 5 tor 67, 
the future distinction had to be his 
In 1971, John Einest Emburey was a 
junioi wages clerk with the Amalga¬ 
mated Union of Engineering woikcrs, 
and iiiiite resigned to a career with 
Honoi Oak dub in the Suiiev Aam- 
pionship, when a phoni' call from Dun 
Bennett, the Middlesex coach, rescued 
him trom this anonvmitv He had eai- 
liei been inioimed bv .Sinlev that his 
services would not be regiiiied, and as 
he recalls '"I came to the conclusion 
that It vs .'isn't good enough Sutrey told 
me ih.it I should gel in touch with 
Middlesex hei.iuse Ered liimiis was 
getting oil a hit .ind 1 might have a 
bePei ch.iiice at L.ord's But I vv<is so 
ted up I'l.ii I didn’t bother " 

But even attei being lescued, so to 
speak. t>v Middlesex, it was not until 
Titmiis' letiiemeiii at the end ol 1976 
that Ins piotege loiiiid .i regulai phue 
in tile side I'hen c.ime tiu' break in 
.lime ol till tollovMiig \eai He took 
seven toi >h agamsi ('.iinhtidge and a 
week l.itei saptiiied live versus York- 
shut' In iv.o veats time he was in the 
1 itg'.inti r- am—making his debut 
■igaiiist New Zealand at Loid's -and 
rlioiigli III and mil ot the Test scpiad a 
couple ol t me, he has now litmlv 
t'siahhslieil liimselt as his tounliv’s 
niinihi r one ott-spinnei 
.Suhseciuentiv, he pioduced a sioie 
ot 42 III tile sc'i les, which coiitirmed his 
pionnse as a lowei order wielder ot 
the willow Indeed, he has gone on to 
eiti|)hasist' this |)oiiit mote than onte 
111 the letentlv tonchidc'd encounter 
lor the Ashes It was he who stood 
there amidst the ruins at Edgbaston, 
delving the Ausii.ilian quicks as well 
as K.iv Blight, who had a rare advaii- 
t.ige in the match fium a 'tough’ 
l■lllblllev IS a tall man with a conse- 
qiiciiilv Ingli at non Thus tar his tallv 
ot 44 wiikets III 18 Tests does not 
siiuv'-sl anv t'stepiioiial pepelralion 
Bin he is last approaching his peak, 
■Old iiiiild he <1 loice to reckon with on 
tin lew helplul tiacks in India 
At 111! aw .Old a well-disguised awav 
going hall li.o'e alwavs distinguished 
I Ins e'ttiri, .nid it anvthiiig, he has 















further 'i»t>roved on these qualities 
Itttely. 

Moreovei. he is a fighter. The north 
nf England is said to have 4 monopoly 
df mentuily haid cricketers Bui in this 
respect, lohn Emburey, from the east 
end ot London, with his cocknf'.v ac¬ 
cent, IS no exception Otf the field, of 
couise. he is amiable, sh\ and ijuiie 
modest about his abilitv 

But he IS sets keen on getting on 
with It as lai as the tour of India is 
concerned as lie. pt-naps. sees in the 


MIKE 

CATTING 

T ill last summer, the appendage 
accorded to Michael Will aim Cat¬ 
ling was ‘a pool man's Botham'. But 
retutnmg to the Test scene at Old 
Tiatford, he loie this label to shieds. 
.scoring a gotsv and violent innings of 
S'! at the expense of Clive Lloyd's 
‘pace quarter' lie was not loo success 
fill in the West Indies but the tuns 
have flowed quite piolifiiallv agdinsi 
the Aussies, and he was one of the first 
to get the 110(1 foi the tout of India 
In the winter of l‘J7‘t-80, Catting led 
d struggling Balmain Club lo the top of 


Sydney ladder and tt^tened up 'hi* 
own fianw in the process. Ilte majM 
revisum inhts technique, iti fact, has 
been that he plays the ball beside his 
pad instead of in front of it. But the 
real secret of his run-getting is his 
‘confidence' Aftei his immense fai¬ 
lure during the tour of Pakistan and 
New Zealand in 1978-79, most people 
felt that he would take several years to 
recoi ei Foi comparison, Ken Barring¬ 
ton took tout years to overcome his 
two early Test match setbacks. But 
Catting, quite wisely, staited paying 
less attention to his bowling, and this 
paid rich dividends 
Bom on June 6, 1957, stout and 
beai ded, (Jatt mg is an excc-lient exam¬ 
ple of courage and determination 
iH'armg liuit He is not a 'natural', but 
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trip .1 whole new luluie He was, in 
fai't oveiheaid iriquitiiig aticiiil .Sunil 
Cdv.iskai, when the laiter was in Lon 
don duiiiig the sunimet, whtthcM the 
wukeis in Iiuliii tespoiid to spin the 
wav tiles used to He was buierlv 
disappointed at not gt'tting .i bowl in 
tin liibilee Test, as the Hack on ifie 
nicasion nntch to Ins suipiisq, luiiied 
out to lie a sediiier's paradise but is 
hoping that things is ill b(* betiei this 
lime In aiiv case, he is not to be 
undcresiiinated 
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a typical product of the English profes¬ 
sional system. Yet, he delivers tho 

? ioods all right Fui instance, one oi his 
irst strokes in that ‘comeback’ innings 
at Old Trafford was a backfoot dnve to 
the extra cover fence oft Michael 
Holding It was probably the shut of 
the match. 

Indeed, hooking is very much a part 
of his repel tuire And he has been 
seen to fearlessly execute this stioke 
against the fa.stesr of bowling On a 
few occasions this has also resulted in 



bis downfall for a willy uperatoi like 
Denis l.illee has fooled him with a 
slowei ball But more often than not he 
has leli the square leg legioii bruised 
and bleeding 

('■attmg’s aggregate ol blK in 14 Tost 
matthos. howevei, does nut indicate a 
prodigious success, and ho still does 
not have a 'lest hiintliod to his namo 
In tact. It i.s fan to say. that his talent 
and technique still leai'es a bit to be 
desired He has a rathei high back lilt, 
and his down-swing, though much 




siiaigliter rli.iii it used to lx-, is siill not 
peitect But vsinil ho laiks bv w.iv ol 
lorioiiiioss Ilf ■ oinpons.iti’s with a 
tail- iiiniloni And ho is niKiiiostioo 
ablv ii splotulid In hid 
One (|uostion likolv to bi .iiisvM-ied 
about liim iii (oiiisc ol tho \isit to 
India IS on bis oltoctisoio ss .igailist 
spill III tlio flute soiii's that he lias 
plavtd snno Ins tetutn, hi has not 
qiiile faied llio lest ol .111 iiuisive spin 
attiick, and indeed, did not appeal to 
be vt'iy (omfoitiible when Ras Bright 
posed the odd query So how will lie 
faie against Uoshi, Yadav and Shastii 
on, sav, a traditional f den (hardens 
tiack or foi that matter anywhere 
else"' la*! us pause foi a reply 
Wliat IS more ceitain is that he will 
tour well, tor he is an enthiisiasric 
crukeier whose exuberance ha‘j an 
infectious etfcit on his team-mates 
When the chips are down, he'll be the 
last to give in Also, he won’t be found 
wanting in terms of giving selfless 
encouragement to his colleagues 
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News: National 


IRANI TROPHY 

Shastri, Patll and Madan shine 


T he despondent news un the second 
day, that the MCC tour is virtually 
ofi, rubbed much ui the glamour of the 
liani Tiophy match, which otherwise, 
rose to great heights in projecting the 
latent talents of youngsters like Ravi 
Shastri and Sandeep Patil and gave 
evidence of the resuirection of Madan 
La) as one of the best all-rounders we 
have in the inuntry today 
Theie was, perhaps, a bad omen 
fioni the start as (iuodappa Vish 
waiiath the Rest of India skippei. 
Svc'd Kirniani and \aslipal Shatma 
leached )u‘,t seven miiiutc's beltae the 
start ol .the game. Theie vias great 
toidusioti at the Nehru Stadium as the 



Raw Sha3lri-~new Iran Trophy raconi 


three stalwarts had missed the even¬ 
ing flight from Bombay and it was 
learnt that they weie coming by bus 
aftei travelling the whole night Vish- 
wanath came stiaight finm the bus 
stand to the stadium for the toss 

Everything went wrong for the Rest 
of India when Vishwanarh lost.the to.s.s 
and Sunil CiHvaskar opted to bat first 
Kiimaru had to do duty behind the 
stumps aftei staving awake lor the 
whole night anri Vishwanarh did not go 
on to tile field from the luncheon 
interval till tea, leaving the captaincy 
to Kapil I>ev 

Nevertheless, on a pl.icid and lite- 
les-, wuket which piovided very little 
boutue. the Riinii Tiophv champions, 
with onls one etteitiie howler in Ravi 
.Sliasiti lipped ihtoueh the stioiig hal¬ 
ting line op ot the Rest ol India after 
amassing a roimididtle fust iiiiniigs 
total ol 4-1'i to lead b\ 1S4 Inns in the 
Inst inniiigi and win the It am Trophv 
till rlic tenth time- tiavaskai and (Ihu 
lain I’aikaropt ned li'i liomhaN Clavas- 
Lai was II! tine lotm wlnn in the rliiicl 
'Ht'i ot llaitiri Ruinian, he hit three 
suctessiVf louts that weie a teas! lot 
I he eves At the olhei end. Kapil was 
bow!OIL' with In e on a wicket that gave 
no lie Ip to the paceineii 

At hi ioi 110 loss, attei 20 o\eis, 
Vishwaiiath iiitiodiiced spin with 
Doshi taking ovei lioin Kapil LVe Bui 
at (lie othe'i end Bui man, with a 
stiallied back, had to leavt the held 
and Madiin I.al wa-. summoned Bill 
soon ('.dvaskai hoisted his fiftv vsilh .1 
covet-di lie ofi Madan I.al Mad.in I.al 
was howling wilh peiteci length and 
duel lion and it was only due to the 
lechniidl exiellence ol (luvaskar that 
the Indian maestio could exi'cute a 
couple ot chives otf Madan Lai But 
iusi when Sunil had leached liis halt 
century iii onlv (>8 balls, with the help 
ot seven hits to the fence out ot .1 ti'tal 
ol 70. he was brilltaiitlv caught at gully 
oil Nladan Lai when the India skipper 
placed forward and offered a bat pad 
catch to Vadav 

But, unlike the usual Gavaskar, he 
stood at the wicket and walked out 
onlv when umpire Rajen Mehia up¬ 
held Yadav’s appeal Madan’s con¬ 
sistency in 1 ngth and dii action paid 
rich divideiid.s when in his ninth over 
he disposed otf Chulam Parkar to a 
bat pad catch at forward short-leg by 
Sanjeeva Rao at the score of 76 with 
Parkar having contributed 22 

Thereaftei came the perfect pair of 
Vengsarkar and Sandeep Patil. While 
Veng.sarkar preferred to wait and set¬ 
tle down, painfully coping against 
Madan Lai and ruefullv playing for¬ 


ward to Doshi’s immaculate length, 
Sandeep Paul, with a much shorter 
back-lift, exhilarated the crowd right 
fium the word 'go' 

For Sandeep, there seems to be no 
question of length and direction For 
him, everything seems to be timing 
and eyesight A straight drive off 
Madan Lai's good length ball—that 
went sizzling for four—hoisted the 100 
(it the Bombay tnnmgs But at the 
other end, Doshi teaseci and tantalized 
Vengsarkar with the immaculate ft- 
guies ot 18 runs in 10 overs Sandeep 
leached 50 m onlv 75 balls with six 
toms and it was then that Wngsarkai, 
essentially a tMiiil-foot player, ex 



Sandip PaM m a punatwig tnaoa 






«ciite0 tweiierf^ly timed mid-wicket 
drives M the fence off X>otdii to raise 
the 100 partnership for the third wick¬ 
et in only 105 minutes. 

Immediately aftet this, Vengsarkar 
tried to move across for an on side 
flick and was Ibw to ihe othei stiiving 
Ijowler, Kapil, foi 47 Yet one could 
sav that V ngsarkar is not the saiiu< 
suie bat of hvgnne years He always 
seems to be wiesiling with a second 
idea ol playing a paiticular stroke and 
his back-foot has of late become atro¬ 
cious It WHS at the fall of the thud 
wicket at 17f>, with Kabul Mankad 
joining Sandeep, that Paul took l.t 
tuns ofi Kapil's I'ith ovei in take Ins 
own score from 57 to 70 

There were thtee successive lours 


off Kapil. But there was a dramatic 
change in the manner of the strokes. 
The sheet joy ol musculat power was 
no longei in evidence, Rather, two 
successive covei dn\es followed hv a 
mid wickei flick to the hoiiiidarv weie 
perfect copv book strokes and evoked 
the pleasuies of the mind inoie dm 
able than tlie pleasures ot the IJesh 
One witnessed an etfoiiless sis over 
long on off Ooshi —dll wiisi w.iik- to 
lake Sandeep fioin 7f> to 82 \nd when 
Rahul Mankad was neailv caught be 
hind liv Kiininni ott lioshi at ilit score 
ol 2?0, one saw Sandeep I*atil late cut 
Yadav in the tn.innei ol Vishwanath 
The ball went stiaight lo the feiiic- 
And he followed this up with a siiaighi 
tfiive oil Yaiiav's sti.o^liiei one lo the 



lioiiiidarv to leaih his maiden cc-'niiirv 
III his dc“hii( in till' (ompetituiii He 
had Ssoied iOl iii oiilv 110 balls It was 
onl, ID the last ovei of the clav lliat 
Sandeep was iioiiually out to Madan 
1 .il, to an arna/nig one handed latch 
bv Oilip Dosiii at long on Rut this wa^ 
no' lietoie Sandeep had i.aiiie‘cl his 
team’s foial to {(12 

It orn' vvc'ie lo anuivsc- SarideC'p s 
gland innings ol 125, one coidd say 
that It was i'oni|iosed ot two (idteieiit 
Stages One was the Stindcep we 
know--all Im* and tuiv, the use ol long 
aims and the sense of sight and liming 
And ilie othei was the Sandeep that 
one IS giaditallv gelling to know 
Methodical Irving to huiUl up the 
innings with a sense of touch and 
artistiv It was because ot tlit iusionot 
both these factors that one could sav 
that Sandeep Paul is going to he a 
front rank halstnan ol ihe Indian team 
111 the veai.s lo lomr 

It was iinlv at ttie tall of the sixth 
wicket, at {{4 that ot Ashok Mankad, 
who p'led uj) a steady ,5(1- that one 
saw the hiith of anoiher genuine all 
loundei in Kavi Sha.sti i, who b <siiglit 
hand though a left arm spinnei Shas- 
tii was last out tot 81), when fits team 
had amassed 445 '(Ins was his fust 
It ant Tiopliy (oni|>etiiion and it was a 
magnilKeiit debut as a batsman .So 
dogged was hi, iiiniugs that it con 
sisted of only lout tuts to the tence 
With his height, he stretches right 
toiwiaid and witfi push diivi's, flicks 
and placements, he score's most ot his 
runs Rut he seeiiied vulnerable to 
pace, espeitally as he was going back 
to Kapil's bouncers, when the latter— 
oui of sheet fiustration--weni round 
the wicket and bowled a scties ol 
bumpeis at .Shustri 
.Nevertheless, with Shastn as a bats 
man, the stot-y of having a long Indian 














tail has become a tale of the past. 
Doshi, with 4 for 92 in 45 overs and 
Madan Lai with 3 for 80 in 24 overs, 
were the main weapons of attack for 
the Rest of India. 

One thing about Vishwanath's cap¬ 
taincy Unlike Sunil Gavaskar, who 
captained brilliantly with a limited 
attack, Vishwanath not for once set an 
attacking field though he had bowlers 
of the calibre of Kapil Dev, Madan Lai, 
Dilip Doshi, Shivlal Yadav and Barun 
Burman. Unlike Gavaskar, he never 
made shrewd and intelligent changes 
in the attack He seemed to be too 
passive a “gentleman” for the job 

T he Rest of India openers, up and 
coming Sanjeeva Rao and estab¬ 
lished Chetan Chauhan, went merrily 
till 15 But only after seven overs, 
Gavaskar removed medium-pacer San- 
dhu from the pavilion end and brought 
in left-arm spinner Shastn And what a 
devastating bowler he looked on the 
same wicket on which Doshi looked 
simply steady! In his very third over, 
Shastn clcan-bowled Sanjeeva Rao 
with an armer Rao, who had looked 
ijuite piomising as an opeiiei, played 
forward to a ball that curved on to the 
wicket after nipping the edge of the 
bat. Rao left for 14 and in his seventh 
over Shastn had Chauhan caught at 
forward shott leg for 19 and Suiinder 
Amarnath was similar!v out for 18 
This teen-aged lad had now taken 1 
for 21 in only nine overs ft was 
astounding to see the amount of 
flounce that Shastn was able to extract 
ftom the wicket on which Doshi and 

Madanlal executes a square-drive 










Kapil Dev strikes—Vengsarkar Ibvr 

Shivlal had failed to get much help In 
the very next over, Vishwanatli went 
back to a low ball from Shastn and was 
apprehensively adjudged Ibw It was a 
beauty of a ball that kept low, turned 
off the seam and after holding on a bit, 
whipped through fast on to V'shy's 
pads The Rest of India store was now 
56 for 4, with Shastn having taken 4 
for 2.1 in 10 overs 
Shastn had justified the confidence 
that Gavaskar had rejiosed upon him 
One must say, be has matured by leaps 
and bounds He was flighting, bowling 
the armer, the faster ones, the straigh- 
ter ones-- always changing his line am' 
direction and keeping the baismeii 
guessing all the time And he could do 
all this not only bet au.se he had a 
massive total of 445 runs to plav with, 
but because Gavaskar had all along set 
an attacking field for him, with two 
slip.s, a silly point, a forward shorl-Ieg 
and the wicketkec|>er, all croiuhiiig 
round the batsman 
It was then that Madan Lai and the 
promising youngster Ashok Malhotra 
tried the offensive when the latter 
pulled two successive short-of-length 
balls from fshasii i to the on-side fence 
But at 103, Malhotra was bnliiantlv 


caught at silK point bs Vi-ngsaik.ii toi 

24 and Shastn had nov\ a haul of 5 lor 
4.3 in 16 oveis 

In came Kapil Dev Me set oti to tlie 
business ininiediatelv At the othei 
end, Madan l.al showed jH'ilect techiii 
que in phiving iie.itH fotvsard Off 
spinner Mokashi, whose bowling ai- 
tion looks siispeil, was given rough 
treatment bv K.ipil. who hit him foi a 
booming six over long on anil '■,<,1^ ,|., 
many as 27 tuns oil him in onK loin 
oveis Seeing this. M.idan, too, ojiened 
out and with si//ling stjnaie diives off 
his liackfoot punished Mokashi seveie 
ly When Kajnl was 41 off onlv 49 balls 
with five fours and a six, fie jilaved 
over a low straightei one from Shastn 
and was clean bowled The sixth wuk 
et partnei sliiji had yielded 54 runs in 
onlv 57 minutes And Shastn Imd 
taken all six w'ick.*ts foi onlv Ii4 i iins in 

25 overs 

W ICKLT.S began to tumble now 
with Kiiniani caugfit at sillv point 
by Vengsaikar, once again off Sfiastii 
But Madan Lai held on like a lighiei 
He completed 50 in lOM balls with six 
fours >ind, with the tali ot iht eighth 
wicket-that of Yadav, bnliiantlv 
stumjied off Shastn at 191- Madan on 
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Brush your teeth witli Colgate after 
every nrieal It protects you lust the v/ay 
dentists recommend all over the world 
Bacteria grow in food panicles left 
between your teeth These can cause 
bad odour and, later, painful decay 
So always brush the Colgate way right 
after eating It's proven most effective to 
freshen your breath, whiten your teeth, 
and fight decay. 


How Colgate's trusted formula works 

Odour and decay causing 
bacteria grdw in food particles 
trapped between your teeth 

H Colgate's unique active foam 

reaches deep to remove dangerous 
food particles and bacteria 

j attractive whte teeth, 

Uy-v-wihJ fresh-breath confidence, 
protection against decav 


Colgate has the fresh, minty taste that makes brushing a pleasure. 


Stop bad breath„. 
Fight tooth decay g 
with Colgate ^ 

Dental Cream 


\y ij /. 



^ hjr Lomp/pte dental carp use 
Colgate Trtgord Toothbruahoa 
THRee TIMES BCTreR 

GuArd tooth enamAl 

Guard aoamei 
dentil plaque 

Guard pumi 
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, or someOiing else? 


'ipaiAK^ erfiaa'aH 
'XnMn ihe tnuu 'Ttc^pify inatdi at 
latestetalMd quitt a foweotl-. 
Jwaar^ l 4 Caikutta ol^ dir* 
«!««. tlris b tlie fourn Hbb^ in 
iijtpprtant enyagemeats, that the 
Iwri noctdium-pacec left the field. 
jMotha axintie nas always been on 
flMdical' gnnmds. Today, the quto- 
tien on cricket enthusiasts’ lips is 
wbedtfr die case is purely medkal 
Mjiartiallv mental, b Banm shrink- 
ua away iromi biportant matches? 
ulm mentally oaprepared to face 
.die consequences of failure? Or is 
Iw atSl ovar«awed the occasion? 

"Whatever the troth may be, it 
stands to reason that Banm Buf> 
flwn’s ’’aptitude* for staying away 
. from knportmit lixhires has done 
s no credit to him. In fact, aspersions 
' 'nave even been cast on other Ben* 
gal cririceters os well. It is being 
/• arid that in die course of the last 
decade, ^ite a few Bengal cricke* 
ters found ways and means to avoid 
crural matches but invariably 
' managed to become fit for the les¬ 
ser fixtures against weaker opposi¬ 
tion. The prooleih today is beyond 
redempdon, it seems. And the offi¬ 
cials have not taken any construc¬ 
tive steps so far. Before the Irani 
match, at Jaipur, in the Wills Tro¬ 
phy match ^but a strong Board 
Prwident’s XI, Bengal played with 
lust 10 men. Barun reported sto- 
' mach ailment and Moloy Banerjee 
mentioned muscle Iniury. On ms 
return from Indore, I asked Baron 
the reason for not participating. 

^ Barun replied: ‘Tt’s just n^ bad 
luck that I get ii^red in the impor¬ 
tant' matches. The first instance 
I0(d( piece in 1975 during the un- 
, ofiicial Test against Sri Lanka at 
. •>' Namur. When I was bowling, sod- 
‘ (. de^, there was a ligament null on 
'mr right leg. 1 was advised com- 

e iffe rest 1^ the doctors. The next 
Ury took piece in 1978. That was 
R Ilteiii Trodhy match. Playing for 
r j. the 'Hem ol tame, against Xamata- 
'bS* tvhQe finding I tried to save a 
^^'gctNqttog ^ve % Roger Binny. In 


the processimy right thumb was 
mtdMn. That was more or less the 
'trial match, before the Pakistan 
fOer, There,' also, luck was against 


"At Jaipur, 1 had food poison, so 
there was no optjon other than 
staying away. Then, the last injury 
at Indore. While boWilng my fourth 
over, 1 suddenly developed a pain 
in the right rib. I went to the 
hospital, where they took an X-ray. 
Though there was no fracture, Dr 
Bharpav, who is an orthopaedist, 
said It was a muscle pull. There can 
be doubts as to why I batted in both 
the innmgs. I want to make it clear 
that I did so on the instructions of 
my captain, G.R. Vishwanath. 
Madanial was on the verge of scor¬ 
ing a century and the position of 
the team was bad. I was practically 
forced to enter the field. Though I 
batted, I could not do it properiy. 1 
just blocked the deliveries and let 
Madanial do the scoring. In the 
second innings, most of the players 
were in a hurry to leave for Trivan¬ 
drum for the Duleep Trophy match. 
So, again, I was forced to bat. 

“All this talk about my crying 
away from important matches is 
rubbish. 1 have proved myself in 
.the two matches 1 played against 
the English team that toured India 
in the 1976-77 season. First; for the 
Board President's XI and then for 
East Zone. All along I have earned 
my place m the team. 1 do not have 
any Godfathers. The selectors cal- 
lq,d me for the Irani Trophy match 
only for my Ranji and Duleep per¬ 
formances 

“In this regard I have got some¬ 
thing else to say. Most of the play¬ 
ers who get selected to play in the 
Irani Trophy matches come with at 
least 10-15 matches behind them in 
the current season. But that is not 
the case with players from East 
Zone We go there with no match 
practice at all. We practise ui the 
mdoor stadium but mere one has to 
bowl without boots. It is very diffi¬ 
cult for a bowler to bowl without 


boots. For that reaimn, i nan'Sp[ 
mractise at the Calcoua CrkiM 
Qub ground and Kartfrlc 
residence, at'kiy own expenab. Om 
ef the main reasons for my inMyfw 
that the march took place befoca 
the stari of the seasoa,'Oitnf^1|tMd|)( 
Hndk ptaymrs having muscle psilfgHi 
the middle of the season. 

“Another thing. Some people 
have called me a veteran. WnM 
they seem to have forgotten is that t 
played at school level with Kapil 
Dev, Dilip Vengsarkar, Sandip Paul 
and Yashpal Sharma. Just because 
I have started playing Ranji Troj^ 
from my school days does not nuMfB 
that I have beetle old. Playeirp 
from other tones get straight into 
the Test side without bein^ caUed 
for the Irani Trophy, and just be¬ 
cause 1 have failed to appear in the 
match does not mean timt this wis 
my last chance. I will try harder 
w3l definitely make it.* 

Today the question can only hO'. 
cleared if the Cricket Associarion 
of Bengal comes forward to enquire ’--i 
about Barun Burman’s fitness 1 
lems. But, unfortunately, nbtmng^.'" 
has been done so far. 1 contacieq- ' 
the CAB about Barun's fitneM aftpr ' 
his return from Indore. The.CAB , 
office tsaid they were not evgn- 
aware of Burman’t whereabouts. . 
And then caiiie the great suipr^ of 
finding his name in the East Zone 
squad for the DulaM Trophy. 

I behave that the East Zone rep- 
resentattve, Dnitu Phadkar met 
Barun at Indore and was aware of 
his injury. Yet when the East Zone' 
selectors got together, Phadkar did 
not hesitate to put Burman’s name 
in the squad. This definitely defies 
logic. If a player is found unfit, how 
can he be selected for the next 
match even before he produces a 
certificate of fitness? This kind of 
callousness on the part of selectors 
and officials is indeed shocking. 
And it is because of such favour^ 
ism tiiat some players are getting 
away with it. 

SARAJIT DEB 


56 was left alone to make a fight of the 
match Burman left at 220, this time to 
Ghavri as a left arm spinner and 
Madan was 74 not out Doshi walked in 
and it was a remarkable partnership of 
41 for the last wicket before Doshi was 
scalped by Shastn, leaving Madan Lai 
with a fighting knock of 97 
It was a great innings by Madan Lai, 
who IS still one of the best aJI-rounders 
in the country and for one who last 
played for India against Australia 
three years ago, it was a great come¬ 
back But all nis greatness as a bats¬ 
man was overshadowed by the new 
Irani Trophy record set by left-arm 
spinner Ravi Shastn, who had taken 9 


for 101 in 4.S overs, thus surpassing 
leg-spinner Baiuo Gupte's locord ui 8 
for 48 in one innings for Bonibav 
against the Rest of India at Anantpui 
in 19b4 And, for that matter, no 
left-arm spinner has ever taken nine 
wickets in an innings in the liani 
Trophy 

Wnen Sportswotld asked Sunil 
Gavaskar why and how he could have 
so much of confidence in Ravi Shastn 
from the very beginning, he said “In 
stinct. Only instinct Ravi has pioved 
his worth now with a new Irani 'I i ophy 
record He is young, talented and 
always willing to learn and with thest- 
qualities in any player, no one tar, stop 


him tronri achieving honuuis it only the 
dedication persists” 

Bombay’s seiond innmgs and the 
Rest’s second innings weie exeicise in 
tutilitv, except that Gavaskar scored 
an unbeaten 102. thus notching up his 
thud cc-nluiv m the ham Trophv— 
this Itself being a lecord His last 
tentury was an unbeaten knock of 1S6 
dt Pune in J‘)74 At the end of the 
match, Ravi Shastn was de< lared tlie 
Man ot the M.rtch and Sandeep Paul 
the best haismaii 

SUJEET MOHANTY. Indore 
PHOTOGRAPHS 
SUBANDHU DUBE 


UP best 

Former Indian captain and present selector 
GURBUX SINGH assesses the first National 
Sub-]uniof hockey championship 


T Hh iclcti behind lioldiiiK the 
Narional Sub .lunuii hockey cham¬ 
pionship was to unearrh vourit* talent 
so that India can strive to maintain us 
position as one of the leading, expo¬ 
nents ol the name in the world The 
competition was successful to a cun 
siderable extent in this lespect In¬ 
deed, It saw the emeigenie ot a niim 
her ot promising hockey players, 
among whom 1 want to make special 
mention ol the lollowing 
Goal' Rajesh KundapahUP), Sueed 
Ahmed (TN), I) Parthiban (Karnata¬ 
ka), lailii Solanki (Gujaiati and M 
Mulla (Mdhaiashtra) 

Full Bucks: Muhammad Ishaq (MP), 
Matloob Muhammecl (ITP), Munawar 


Siddu|uc- (Bhopal), Tapinder Singh 
(Bengal), N Dijnen Singli (Manipur), 
Mantikant (Chandigarh), Senthivel 
(Tamil Nadu), Gautam Sur (Bengal) 
Halt B-arks: Ravinder(UP), Vijav Red- 
di (MP), D Charider (Karnataka). 
Terrence (Mahaiashtia). Reehan 
Ahmed (Tamil Nadu), Charanveer 
Singh (Bengal), A Wainwriglu (Ben¬ 
gal), RK Yadav (UP), K Manglam 
(Manipur), Soma Suiidaram (Tamil 
Nadu I, M Afaq (Bhopal) Forwards: 
Ram Paikash Singh (UP). R Venkat 
(Karnataka), Asim Zaffar (UP), Bal- 
leet Singh (Bengal), R K Nripen (Man- 
ipiii), M.K Metei (Manipui), Rajiv 
Mukheijee (M,P), Pardeep Singh 
(MP). Anft All (Bhopal), K Adhikarv 



“T------ r 

(Bengal), Bisht (UP), Atul Ram (MPh 
W Rahman (UP), Gianunder Singh 
(Chandi^rh). 

Uttar Pradesh won the Pankaj Gup¬ 
ta Memorial trophy beating Bengal 3-0 
in the final of the championship 
hosted by the Bengal Hockey Associa¬ 
tion with the help of the West Bengal 
Council of Sports and Pankaj Gupta 
Memoiial Committee who donated the 
handsome trophy foi the winners and 
Mrs Basana Gupta trophy for the run¬ 
nel s-up as well as the individual 
trophies fur the finalists It being no 
season for hockey in Calcutta the 
tournament was held at the St Thomas 
School giound and the Rabiiidra Saio- 
bar Stadium wheic the semi-finals and 
the final were played. 

Imtidlly 17 teams stmt in their en¬ 
tiles and Manipur were included at 
the last moment But, aftet the touina- 
ment staited toui of the 18 reams— 
Punjab, Assam, Oiissa and Goa with- 
di ew 

The loiiinanieiu was plaved on a 
-league ciim-knock-iiul basis and the 14 
teams weie divided into toui poiils ' 
with Bengal, Vidharba and Tamil 1 
Nadu being in pool A, Delhi Karnata- | 
ka. M P , \lahaias)uia in |>ool B, I'.P , 
Manipui, Ilydeiabad. Cliaiidigaih in - 
pool C and Bho|>al Go (dial and 
Ilaiyana in pool D 
Ihough, vMih the wiihcliawal of loui 
teams (he original diaw became io|) 
sided things vveie tuirhei bedeiilled 
when llaivana and Delhi weic debai 
led by the oigaiiiseis horn luithet 
i palricipation because ol obiections | 
I I .used in sonic fieople about the eligi i 
I bililv ceititiial's bioiight b\ the- iwo 
learns 

Coming back lo the toiiin.iment, 
theie weie veiy few exciting malches 
in I he pool engagetncni, tJie onlx in 
teiesiingone being the match between 
U P and Manifiiii in pool C 

Manipui st.iited on a veiv hopeful 
note on the opening dax liouncing 
llydeiabaci 15-1 This incidenially, was 
also the highest scoie riouhed up bv 
.itiv ream in the touinameiit Iiiside- 
lefi Nripen Singh of Manipur scored | 
seven goals and K Metei added j 
,mother lour In anotbei maich on the ! 
opening dav M P deleatcti Karnataka 
4-1, with Atul Ram and Rajeev 
, Mukheijee sioiing two each tor M P 
I and the Kai naraka ca|<tain D C'hunder 
leiluimg the maigiii tot Ins side 
Piohahly one ol the best niati hes ot 
the toutnaineiu w.is plaved between 
L- P and Manipui Both the reams 
I chsplaved good leariiwoik as viell as 
fine ituhv idiial skill Refoiel'P could 
I settle down Manipur shot into the lead 
I ihiough Y Dayaiiund But theieafter 
U P slowls took the upper hand and 
emerged winiieis bv .t I, the goals 
coming tlnoiigh R.ini Parkash Singh 
(2) ami substitute S Bisht 'this match 
was well-contested and the ctowd, 
ihough thin, fullv enioved the show. 

The quaitor final stage was reached 
bv Bengal and Tamil Nadu from Group 
A. Madhva Piadesli and Karnataka 
fi Hill Group B, U P. and Manipur from 
Group C and Bhopal and Gujajrat from 
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Group D i 

In the quarrel-finals the most hard 
Fought match was pjaved between 
Manipur and Bhopal Full time icsuh | 
ing in 2-2, extia time was resoted to 
The teams again sioied a goal each 
reaching a lesult of three all before 
the penalty .strokes were applied The i 
match was finally decided bv the I 
second set of strokes with M.inipur | 
ousting Bhopal tiv an aggregate mar I 
gin of 11-9 i 

The siiitdv Manipur boys combined ; 
well and took the lead through Jitesh 1 
wai oft a crosspass fioiii l>a>aniiiLd I 
But Bhopal ecjualised uitliiii a minute I 
through a penalty stroke ((>iivertr*d bv j 
Naeem Naeem scoied again- -a field ' 
goal this time—to give Bhopal the 
lead, but then it was the fiiiii toi 
Nripen Singh of Mariipui to equalise 
thiough a penalty stioke In the extui 
time the Bhopal captain Muhamnieii 
Aiift took his side into the lead in the 
r>th minute, hut again it proved short¬ 


lived as K Meiei of Manipui et|uali.sed 
the stole As described above, Man¬ 
ipur ultimaieK won h\ ti-0 in the 
penalty stiokes 

In anothei (|iiaitei final Tamil Nadu 
edged out M P t. 4 yia ihe tie breakei 
aftei the lull time ended in 1 1 M P , 
also sutteied till niortitnation of wast¬ 
ing <1 penaltv stioke cluiiiig the match 

Bengal fiad no dif tic ultv in defeating 
Karnataka S-I In the last (luariei-final 
IJ P notched up an easv 9-0 victoiy 
over K.iriiataka However, it will be 
woith mentioniiig that Karnataka 
along with Guiaiai and Chandigarh 
fielded (irobablv the youngest sides in 
ihr- tournament which, I feel, is ,i vt>ry 
good iiivestmeiit tin the future, while* 
most of the otliei sides had fioys all 
hoin in l%fi or so This tournament 
was open to Ihe tioys horn atlei lanu- 
ary 1. l%f) 

In the sc mi firiaU it was UP and 
Manipui agam who put up one of the 
most exciting shows with the former 
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emerging winners with a margin of 3-0. 
The match was well contested, chough 
the score does not indicate it Manipur 
fought valiantly, but it was poor 
finishing which proved their undoing. 
After Shakeel opened the account for 
U P in the 6th minute, Mohd Matloob • 
consolidated the lead in the 22nd 
minute oft a penalty comer But Man¬ 
ipui missed three sitters. Then, in the 
'52nd minute, U P made it safe 
through a penaltv stroke converted by 
Asim Zaffai 

In till' othei semi final, Bengal were 
made to tight tor eveiv inch by Tamil 
Nadu Tamil Nadu attacked first and 
the Bengal goalkeeper, Jude Fernan¬ 
dez saved a certain goal off a stringing 
shot fiom Awa but a little later BaP 
Jit’s shot was well saved by the Tamil 
Nadu goalkeeper Sumcer Ahd Bengal 
ultimately prevailed thiough a goal by r 
Its stopper K Adhikarj off a pass from 
his tight winger Jogiaj Singh 

The final plav turned out to be an 
anti-cliinax, as IJ P proved too good 
toi the hosts The U P lioys ulready 
have the credit of having won the 
Junioi hockey championship at Kolha 
pui this year Bengal were subdued 
from the very beginning and seemed 
content not to conclude the lead to a 
more experienced and well-combined 
U.P The ii.tter weie attacking from 
iheir right flank where Ram Parkash 
Singh was prominent But it was 
through fine tackling by left-half 
Wainwright that Bengal were able to 
hold on till the 21sf minute Ram 
Parkash scoied nil a rebound irom 
U P’s third penaltv corner Ram Par¬ 
kash increased U P's lead within two 
minutes, again scoring off a penalty 
corner lehound After the breather, 
within a few minutes, a free-for-all 
maned the match and one player from 
each team wa.s given maichina orders 
by umpire Frman Sebastian, tile play¬ 
ers involved being Pankaj Misra of 
U P and Topinder Singh of Bengal. 

A.s a lesult, the game suffered as 
both the teams had to reshuffle their 
line-up since they had to play with 10 
men each, practically thioughout the 
second half U P , however, got a gift 
goal when Bengal’s Fernandez nee¬ 
dlessly stopped an innocent looking 
centie. thcieby allowing substitute 
Sarabjil to send the hall in U.P. 
emerged deserving winners The West 
Bengal Governoi, Mr B 1) Pandey, 
gave away the prizes 

With the successful completion of 
this first Sub junior National hockey 
championship, 1 hope a new chapiei in 
Indian hockey will start As the Indian 
Hockey Federation hopes to find new 
and up-coriiing youngsters at the 16- 
ycar tevel, we wtll have a contiiruous 
How of talent to take into the lunior 
team and then the senior Indian hock¬ 
ey team The Indian Hockey Federa¬ 
tion IS .selecting 2‘> to 10 players fiom 
thi.s tournament, which ii hopes to 
tram for the future 

I hope this tournament will be given 
the importance it rightly deserves and 
1 arn sure it will help a great deal in 
the revival of the fortnne,s of Indian 
hockey 










Profile 


The ‘Maradona’ of chess 

SUPRAKASH GHOSHAL profiles DIBYENDU 
BARUA who has caused a sensation in Indian and 
international chess 


D IBYRNDU was sfC'king a brain 
wave Face to tact* with him was 
Tony Milos, the celebrated chess play¬ 
er who has the rich experience of a 
prospeious caieci behind him No 
wonder Dibyeiidii was somewhat awed 
sitting; before FiiftUtid's first and best 
Grandmasioi It was a second lound 
match in the Lloyd’s Bank cham¬ 
pionship lecenily held at London 
Dibyendu was plavin^; with bLick and 
It was his turn to move 

RaRer to preempt tiiiv dan^etous 
mine possibly linking in Miles’ mind 
nibveiidu cudgelled his brain haid 
and made a move, but no sooner had 
he taken Ills hand off the board than 
he saw Milos laiso his eves in suipiise 
and fix them on his taco A faint smile 
appealed on his face and a tow woids 
came out ot his mouth “How can 
Miles plav and win a);ainsi Miles him 
selP" 


Fuzzled, Uibvendu could not make 
head or tail of what Miles meant A 
lev/ moments later Miles clarified, that 
unkiiowiii^lv. Dibyendu had played 
the very same move bv which Miles 
once doloated Anatoly Karpov, the 
reigning woild che.ss champion who is 
cuiiently facing challenger Victor 
Koichnoi at Merano Dumb-founded, 
Dihvondu could not uttei a single woid 
and the match was drawn 
In fact, in the beginning. Miles was 
in a bettet position having won two 
pawns 111 <|Uick succession Dibyendu 
smelt danger and tried to defend all 
his vulnerable points But the pressure 
was still on, though there weie some 
signs of Its abatement Inch by inch 
Dibyendu took himself to a safer and 
somewhat hopeful position 

But, at this iunctuie, Dibyendu lost 
two moie pawns In fact, ho almost 
sacidiced these two imnoitant lieute¬ 


nants of his regiment under the im¬ 
pression that he was close to a draw or 
even victory, if Miles was not going to 
accept the offer of a draw But some¬ 
thing went wrong in his calculations 
and he found his ploy of no use In 
addition, the mistake cost him a piece 

But the situation was still not totally 
out of control. Dibyendu had two con¬ 
nected pawns in possession in the 6th 
rank, by which he tried desperately to 
stave off defeat But, fortunately, by 
then Miles had fallen into time trou¬ 
ble, which forced him to give five 
moves in two minutes, and thereby 
lose the opportunitv to win giving, on 
the contrary, a winning chance to 
Barua Bur that was not to be Miles 
got the advantage of perpetual check 
and the match was drawn 

Thus ended a see saw battle—one ot 
the most crucial and prestigious in 
Dibyendu's chess caieer which began 
in 1972 when he was a tins child of 5 
and a half years 

Che.ss was a tamilv game Every 
member ot it, including his father, 
brothers and others, had intense pas¬ 
sion foi the game DibYcndu's father 
spent a considerable amount of time 
playing chess with his friends oi other 
membeis of the family It was during 
one such session that his father disco¬ 
vered his inborn talent in the game 
NE dav as his lathei w.is lacing 
defeat at the hands of one of his 
friends Dihvi'iidii, who W'as sitting be¬ 
side him, detected a mistake in his 
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combination and advised him to 
change it Amused, his father only 
laughed and did not pay any heed to it. 
But finding Dibyendu insistent, he at 
last acceeded to his request and found 
the match saved. 

It was a surprise too striking to be 
taken lightly In fact, it awakened his 
father to the amazing gift Providence 
has endowed Dibyendu with Thereaf¬ 
ter, It became a story of father en¬ 
couraging his son and taking him to 
various tournaments to test his ability 

The fust competition in which 
Dibyendu took part was the all-Bengal 
Chess tournament (open to all), orga¬ 
nized by the West Bengal Chess Asso¬ 
ciation Sitting on a chair raised by a 
stool Dibyendu faced the first rival in 
his career—a professor ol a Calcutta 
college 

The next competition was the Wri¬ 
ters' Buildings Chess tournament, also 
open to all Dibyendu emerged with a 
respectable SO score 

The follow’ing years saw Dibyendu 
improve his game steadily and find a 
berth in the Junior Nationals held at 
Calcutta III 1975 Usually, the first four 
player.s in the State championships are 
allowed to take part m the Junior 
Nationals Bur Dibyendu, despite hav¬ 
ing tiiiished sixth in the State Cham¬ 
pionships, got admission in the tourna¬ 
ment bv virtue of being a player from 
the host State. Dibyendu finished 
seventh, his age at that time being 
only eight years 


The 1977 Junior Nationals were held 
in Kottayam. But this time Dibyendu 
could not improve upon his earlier 
performance at Calcutta At the end of 
the tournament he found himself in 
12th position 

This was followed by a brief spell of 
poor form when he piaved in most of 
the State touinaments with no t emai k 
able achievement 

Moreover. Dibyendu did nor partici¬ 
pate in the 1977 Nationals, though he 
finished 20Tb in the Stale Scnioi A 

Then came 1978—a signiticarii year 
in Dibyendu’s careei He stood first in 
the State Sub Junioi Championship 
held at Calcutta. But that was not all 
An even greater feat he achieved the 
same yeai when he became champion 
in the State Senior touinament also 
held at Calcutta At 11 years and 3 
months, he became the youngest State 
chess champion in India But the most 
peculiar thing is that he became Stare 
Senior champion befoie he could win 
any State Junior Championship 
Added to these accomplishments was 
the seventh position that he won at the 
All India Alekhine Memoiial Chess 
tournament held at Calcutta 

The moie he was getting exposed to 
these experiences, the more he was 
becoming matured His technique 
showed remarkable improvement with 
both defence and offence touching 
almost iniernational standards In 
fact, these were his formative years fur 
che international outings which were 





to follow soon 

But there were even greater feats to 
be achieved by this voungstei in the 
same year At the National B cham- 
pionsHip he secured the 10th place, 
and thereby qualified fur the National 
A at the age of 11 veai s and 8 months 
which stands as an Indian lecord In 
the 1979 National A cliampuiiisliip at 
Trichi Ibbyendu teaihed the Ibth 
position playing against some lop- 
lanking chess players of the country. 
Closely following n came the Junioi 
Nationals at Nugpui Dibyendu nar¬ 
rowly missed the championship's top 
pn/e and stood second 

A few months later he participated 
in the Intel national Alekhine Memo¬ 
rial matches in Calcutta. Hero Dibveii- 
du chew with Aivar Cipslis. a Soviet 
Ctandmasiei, who was so pleased with 
his play that he lemaiked that given 
propel patronage Dibyendu would be 
come the fust Indian international 
Crandmasiei 

I N the 1979 National B competiiiun at 
Hvdeiabad, Dihvenihi had some bit¬ 
ter experiences I'lrsi, he could not 
find himself among the firsi leii Ttien, 
he toll a victim to pressuies put on him 
by some plavc-rs <ind others to draw 
the match with Satvanaravaii, a plaver 
from Andhra Pradesh This iillimatelv 
cost him even the Hrh place which 
was captured hv Satyanaiayan. 
I Dibyendu got the 15th position 
I In fact, 1979 too was no less a 





signiticant yeai in his life It saw 
Dibyendu play in a foreign country tor 
rhe first time at the World Minor 
Undct-I4 tournament at Mexico 
Dibyendu won rhe third place. On this 
international outing Dibyendu found 
the foieign player> well-equipped in 
both defence and offence The most 
commendable thin^ he noticed in 
them was their ability to switch over 
from attack to defence and vice versa 
very quickly Moreover, their know¬ 
ledge ot the theories of the game was 
also remarkable 

In the 1979 Asian Junior cham¬ 
pionship at Sivakashi, Dibyendu got 
3rd-4th position, which means that the 
points secured by the two position 
holders weie equal 

However. Dibyendu got entry into 
this tournament by virtue of being a 
top-ranking plavei of the host country, 
though only champions of the partici¬ 
pating countries were eligible to com 
pete Wong Mang Kong of Singapoie 
event ually won the championship, but 
it was J k Jhunihunwalla, a plavei 
from Hong Kong, who actually seemed 
all set to win the fust place But 
Dibyendu drew with him and he was 
depiiied ol the top honours 
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Dibyendu playing with rapt attention at Argentina 


Bpt the best player in the tourna¬ 
ment, according to Dibyendu, wa.s A. 
Yap whom he defeated Yap had 90”., 
chances to be the champion, but 
failed, perhaps due to exhaustion 

Dibyendu won the 19H0 Sub-Jiinior 
championship virtually hands down 
Even Neeraj Mi.shta, whom he found 
strong in the opening game but weak 
in the end game and vulnerable to 
psychological pressuies, was beaten 
by him Neerai, he feels has a tenden¬ 
cy to lose games consecutivelv 

Dibyendu maintained his lorin and 
achieved anothei leniatkable success 
the same vear when he became the 
national tumor champion foi the fust 
time at Jaipur Here his main rivals 
w'eie no obscure people— 1) V Hiasad, 
Kamesh, Mitrakant and otheis 
Dibyendu was beaten by Mitrakant ot 
lamil Nadu who was beitei piepared 
and very calculating in Ins moves, 
while the lot met kept to the beaten 
Hack in deciding his stiategv and 
almost couiied deteat 

Not only Mitrakant, the lamil Nadu 
l>laveis in geiieial aii‘ usiiallv vets 
well trained and aggle^sl^c Bur 
Itibvendu niaiiilv banked on Ins iiinale 
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gift which does not always carry a 
player through 

In the 1980 National B cham¬ 
pionships at Delhi, Dibyendu won the 
seventh position, while the top honour 
was captuied bv Awate. A number of 
top Indian chess players participated 
in this tournament, some of whom 
Dibyendu had to face in different 
round marches. But this time, he had 
some pioblems with his opening style 
which cost him the match against 
Kohini Khadilkar (Maharashtra) Ex¬ 
asperated. Dibyendu took gicat pains 
to change his opening strategy and 
adopted a new one belore long 
The 1980 World Sub-Junioi competi¬ 
tion at Fiance saw Dibyendu finish a 
respectable filth, while the cham¬ 
pionship was won bv V Salove of 
US.SR Dibyendu played with him in 
the third loiind anti got a definite 
diaw in the middle- game by peipetiial 
check But Dibvendu thought that he 
had got a mate theie and took a 
combinaiiuii accordinglv lie was 
wiling ^'et he stood a chance to win. 
but uritoi tiiiiatelv aitei each bieak 
Dibyendu made an important mistake 
I whiih he could nor aiioid to .ind 
thei ebv lost the match 

Anolhfi leason for his lailuie, 
Iieiliaps. was fatigue induced b> ovei 
woik, as Baiiia himsel) admitted later 
It lold lonsiderably on his peitorm- 
ance in the match against (oeeiifield 
ot Kiatl Dibvetidit lost the game hel- 
plesslc Ii i\as in the ninth loiind that 
lie me I \vi(h success again, when he 
heal 1 i.inie’s l.uce 

Most ol ihese ioieu'n i»liivers weie 
Oiugh tigliieis and used to plaving loi 
hoiMs logeitui witli no sign of exhaiis 
lion Ol iieivousness But Bai ua loo was 
III) we.ik jilavet In the last lound ot 
this loiiinanient, he iaced a Kra/ilian 
Iilavei, Miios ( luniiir) who, dc-spite 
i>e'iig in an advantageous position, lost 
the game Itilling in time trouble It was 
a niiiicli 1)1 fieiic- ati.icks and countei- 
altac ks 

I T was ill the 1980 Win Id Junior 
citainpioiiship in West (■eiiiiany that 
I'libvendu saw Kasparov (whom he 
hold, in liigh esteem) iii action lor the 
fust time But, Dibyendu could not do 
•invilnng lemaika'ble in the initial 
stages and hence did not get any 
iippniruiiitv !o play with the top plav- 
eis He only managed to ecjualize his 
points with those ol the playei who got 
the sixth position to be ranked bth- 
14ih 

In the lollowing months Dibyendu 
won the Pondicheiiv National Sub 
Jurnoi championship and finished 3rd 
in the Naiiona! Juiror at Cuddulrire 
The ve.u 1981 saw Dibyendu set 
anothei Indian record when he was 
seeded in the National A at only 14 
veats and J months In this tourna¬ 
ment Itihveiidii was tanked lsl'4th, his 
score beitig equal to that of M Aaron 
who emetged the champion ol the 
event 

It was heie against Aaton that 
Dibvendu participated in one of the 
most exciting matches in his shoti 
.span as a cliess playei In the very 
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beginning, Baiua got a guldc*n oppoi 
luriity lOLOinei the man who is India's 
lust Intel national Mastet and nine 
nines National champion—five times 
in a ioiv 111 fact. Dibvendu could 
haullv expel t the Master to leave an 
easv o)>eiiing lot him I'.ncouiaged, he 
pul tierneniious j'ressiire on his oppo 
neiit's deleiice utilising the eailv 
iidvanr.ige he had got But Aaton 
toiighi back and saved the match bv an 
exielloni se.il move which took 
Dibveiidii by sin prise In the othei 
matches ot tlie tiniiiiament Dibvendu 
cliew with I’atameswaian who was 
runnel suj), and evem deleated Ravi 
.Shekhai who tried to expeiimeni with 
it new style ot movement 

'riieii came the World ,Sui> funioi 
touinament in Argentina, which 
brought Dibvendu into mteinaiiunal 
pioiniiieiice Described bv the dailies 
tlieio as the 'Maudona ol chess' aftei 
the name ot their soccei star Diego 
Maradona, Dibvendu was lated as the 
passible champion ol the toiunanieni 
Bui theie were some bitret expert 
entes too when his luggage tcniamed 
missing fot ten long days aftei arrival 
All these days Dibyendu could not 
change his dress and suflered 
tremendous [-svchological disadvaii 
tage No woiidei it told on his pertoim 
ance to a considerable exien) In the 
first SIX rounds Dibvendu played quite 
contiaiy to expectations In the fouiih 
he lost to Arlandi of llalv, though in 
the eailv stage-s he was poised tot a 
suie win, which could have been 
achieved but fot his tailuie to cash iii 
on a ueautitui mating comhinatioii 

D lBVENDLi's perfoimance im 
proved noticeably aftei he got 
hack his luggage He got the Brilliance 
Player prize lor liis victoiv over (he 
American chanipiun who taced a pit 


meditated and well caliiilaled attack 
tiom his oppoiieiii The Ameiican 
piavi-i, on the coiitiarv, was playing 
willi wiong conce|iiion and piovc'cl 
scaicelv a match lot DiliveiuKi, who 
finished thud ,11 iliec-nd ot the louina 
iiieni 

In the laghtiiirig chess conipetiiioii 
tlial tollowed the main louriianiei'l 
Diliveiulu beat Stewaii ( onijuesi of 
UK and enieiged ch.impion 

Alter the Aigeiiniiian loui. Dibyen¬ 
du went to London to compete in the 
Lloyd's Bank chess loiiiiiameiil, in 
which sev'eii (wandmaslers. mi lulling 
the exwoild ihaminoii V Smyslov 
participated Mainlv .i [lositional play¬ 
ei with oitliiiilos stvie, Sinvslov gave a 
tough light agaiiisi Dibvendu, hut 
failed to oveicoine him. and the match 
was ill awn 

But the victoiy, Dil>veiidu will a] 
wavs look b.ick on with piiilo, < ame 
when Stewart Conquest suirendeied 
to him alter living ii.iril to gel our of 
the disadvantageous position he was 
pushed into by his Indian iival 
iiibvenclii was placed 8th 18ib anil 
won the lunioi Masteis’ lioiihv tor 
obtaining the liighest points m the 
lunior gioiip But that was not all 
Someiliing even mmo |ircstigioiis 
tame his wav belore loiig--ilie Inter¬ 
nal lotial Mnslei noim 

Back home, Barua sutteied a s|iell of 
pool lorrn at the National Sub luiiioi 
clijmpioiisiiip .11 iMvsoie wheie he 
lould mil even toiith llu- tirst tliiee 
posiiions 

Among the rising jilaveis in the 
wot Id lodav, (>i-uv Kasperov ot USSR 
IS esiimatetl bv Dibvendu as most 
pimni'.irig and the tiiiuie woild iham- 
piiin 

But what does Dibvendu himself 
aspiii to achieve'-' Ills .imbiiion knows 
no boiinils 



Sportspeople 


Player-coach' 
umpire extraerdluary 

W HO IS the specdiOst forward in 
Indian hockev so far^ 

If one broaches the above question 
there will be, espectedly, many 
answers reflecting a genuine differ¬ 
ence of opinion on the issue But if the 
question is clarified a trifle and it is 
added that speed means “speed with 
the ball,” most of the votes will doubt¬ 
less go in favoui of Erman Roque 
Bas'tian, who played for India from 
1958 to 1962 I’oi, speed by itself 
always counts less than speed with the 
ball—be it in football or hockey The 
sight of Erman running with the ball 
or successfully chasing an impossible 
torwaid pass still flashes bctoie one's 


mind’s eye. It was a pleasure to recol¬ 
lect those scenes with the Oj^pian 
himself when he came to Calcutta 
recently in the capacity of an umpire 
for the Nationals (sub-junior). 

Lest one misunderstands, it must 
also be made clear that Erman has not 
yet formally announced his retirement 
from hockey Even at this age—he was 
born on September 8, 1935—he assists 
the Bhilai Steel Plant side. After don¬ 
ning the Central Railway colours for 
about a decade, he joined the BSP in 
1964 as a Sports Officer and is with 
them ever since then. Calcuttans will 
remember having seen him playing for 
both the teams and one need not be 
surprised if Erman is seen assisting 
the BSP team in the coming Bei^ton 
Cup tournev 

In 1953, Erman started plajpng hock¬ 
ey seriously with Nagpur United. That 
year, the team reached the Beij^ton 
Cup final where the then formidable 
Tata S C. beat them 2-0. But by that 
time he had been able to attract public 
attention as one of the rising stars of 


Indian pockey. The next year he was | 
selected to represent Madhya ! 
Pradesh. Mind you, that was the old M. 
P. which then included Nagpur. After 
representmg his State for two more 
years he joined the Central Railway in 
late 1956 and helped the Railways to 
lift the Rangaswamy Cup for three 
years in succession (1957 to 1959). He 
was in the Railways squad for as many 
as seven Nationals and had the oppor¬ 
tunity of playing by the side of the 
great Kishen Lai—his “Kishen 
dada,”—for three years. Erman is prin¬ 
cipally known as a centre-forward, but 
he was equally adept in playing in 
either of the inside positions He 
actually played as an inside to avoid a 
confrontation with Udham Singh It 
was the late K. D. Singh *Babu’ who 
advised him to switch over to the 
left-inside position. 

During his ten years of first-class 
hockey (1954 to 1963), Erman was on 
the Central Railway side that twice 
won the Beighton Cup in Calcutta. And 
he played in five consecutive Gold Cup 
(Bombay) finals for his team, to com¬ 
memorate which a special trophy was 
presented to him by the organisers. 
Besides representing India in the 
Rome Olympics and the fourth Asian 
Games at Jakarta in 1962, this speeds¬ 
ter was. with the Indian side and 
toured with the I H. F. team to Africa, 
the Germanics, Egvpt, Malaysia, Sing¬ 
apore and Ceylon. 

Erman has the highest respect foi K. 
D Singh 'Babu' whom he reckons as a 
very good coach. “Whatever hockey 1 
have got is due to 'Babu'," he says. He 
received coaching from Babu in 1958 
when an Indian team toured various 
centres of the country, and also in the 
next year when the 1. H. F team 
toured East Africa. But the most effec¬ 
tive coaching from the maestro he 
received later, when the entire Bhilai 
Steel Plant team was at Lucknow 
Sports College for the puipuse ot spe¬ 
cial training 

Erman thinks that coaching and 
umpiring are but two sides of the same 
coin Like his game itself, the umpir¬ 
ing of this M. P. State umpiie cun also 
be traced back to his Nagpui United 
days when he came into contact with 
Mr S L Narwaria, the reputed Nation¬ 
al umpire It was Mr Narwaria who 
encouraged Erman to take up the 
whistle And his coaching begd’.i e’'cn 
when he was a Central Railway player 
He IS still a coach with the Bhilai Steel 
Plant and one need not be astonished 
if he climbs some mure rungs of the 
ladder to reach the top in this sphere 

Indeed, he has been able to turn the 
BSP into one of the strong hockey 
combinations of the country The only 
unfulfilled desire of the successful 
player-coach-umpire seems to be his 
not getting an oppoitunity to play for 
Mohun Bagan whose “blind suppor¬ 
ter” he claims himself to be Mohun 
Bagan also keen on recruiting him but 
the Central Railway authorities repe¬ 
atedly turned down their request to 
release him “So I had to play and also 
score goals against the team I always 
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longed «a piay for.” 

&nian wants the budding hockey 
wars to have the five *‘S”s—stickwork, 
jpeed (with the ball, of course), skill; 
stamina and strength The BSP Fuel 
Economy Inspector is of the opinion 
:hat there is enough talent in the 
:ountry and the just-concluded inaiv 
;ural Nationals for the sub-juniors has 
strengthened his belief 
A devout Roman Catholic, Erman 
Bastian is happily married to Pancline 
Louis, daughter of Mr M. Louis of 
Amaravati and they have two daugh¬ 
ters and a son But the biggest dis¬ 
appointment for the Olympian i.'i that 
Don Anand Joseph Bastian is absolute¬ 
ly allergic to hockey, reserving all his 
affection and interest for cricket So 
that is a full circle inasmuch as Er- 
man’s father, the late J Bastian, then 
the head clerk of Bengal Nagpur Cot¬ 
ton Mills, was a good cricket player 
For which reason he was a favourite 
with the Maharajahs who patronised 
cricket in M P as elsewhere in India 
Erman is an inspiration to voungs- 
ters foi something other than iiis hock¬ 
ey He is a teetotallei One does not 
frequently come across an Olympian 
who IS a teetoialler Why did he be¬ 
come one’ “Well, those things aie not 
at all necessary lot voiir dailv life 
That’s all ” 

Reading novels and gardening are 
the spare-time occupation ol this iii- 
leiesting chaincter of Indian hotkey 
who started playing the game at the 
age of seven with improvised sticks 
made of branches of trees What are 
his tiuuie plans—other than those re¬ 
lated to hockey’ “When I retire 1 shall 
go back to my native place ai Rajnand- 
gaon and settle there I shall start a 
sports goods shop there and also de¬ 
vote some of mv time to agncultuie 
and poultry faiming”, Erman says 
modestly 

Not many people know that before 
every game. Fa man used lo vow to 
himself thus “1 must score at least one 
goal and my team must win And 1 
shall play such a game that they would 
point my name prominently in tomor¬ 
row’s papers ” How many of our pre¬ 
sent players have this brand of deter¬ 
mination’ 

PoUttclan with a dHterenee 

T he first-ever independent .Sports 
Minister of Madhya Pradesh, Lt. 
Colonel A jay Mushran is a politician 
with a difference Sandy- 
complexioned, spick and span, and 
yaking in chaste English, his eyes 
depict calm self-reliance and strength 
of purpose, founded upon the experi¬ 
ences of the Army I’fe that he relin¬ 
quished after 26 years to join politics. 
The sudden demise of his father, a 
senior Cabinet Minister of MP, com¬ 
pelled Lt. Colonel Ajay Mushran to 
enter a held where army discipline 
and quick decision-making are sadly 
missing. 

Photographs of the minister playing 
golf, squash and hockey during his 
Army days, hang on his walls. In his 
own words, "It’s easy for a person to be 



Mehboob Khan, the captain of the Indian Airlines and a member of the Indian squad that played in 
the Montreal Olympics entered into wedlock with Gillian, an Indo-Auslralian girl at Bhopal recently 


I cisation of youth, people feel that it is 
confined only to cities. 1 want to prove 
this feeling wrong. 

First of all, 1 would like to introduce 
my plan to the rural areas to spot 
talent. It’s not difficult. I have decided 
to introduce the concept of *]ead-up 
games’ in villages like six-a-side hock¬ 
ey as we used to play in the Army 
while stationed in the frontiers where 
there was not much space. This will 
contain all the basic .skills of game like 
dribbling, passing, hitting, pushing 
and stopping the bail Maybe they 
wouldn’t know the rules of 2-man 
offside, penalty-cornets and ’6-yard 
free-hit. But through this concept of 
“lead-up-games", we can at least teach 
the basic skills of our national game 
(hockey) to the lakhs of adivasis, tnb^ 
als and villagers of Madhya Pradesh 
With this end in view, I’ve decided 
to shift the'hockey hostel of Madhya 
Pradesh from the State capital, Bhop¬ 
al, to the rural district of Narsingpur 
where 25 promising prospects below 
the age of 19 would be placed under 
the guidance and coaching of world- 
famous goalkeeper Shankar Laxman. 
I’ve selected him and not an NIS 
coach, because, firstly, he is an army 
man, and secondly, because under his 
coaching the Services team became 
the national champions in 1973 


player, but it’s difficult for him to be a 
sportsman. My endeavour would be to 
spot sportsmen from the vast tribal 
and rural areas of Madhya Pradesh, 
tpoom them and bring them to the 
limelight. Today, we have the costly 
urbanised version of games. While in 
the Army and posted in Assam, 1 found 
villajsers playing football made with 
bamboo stulfed into cottonbags. In 
villages, and in tribal areas, you can 
easily pick up players with instinctive 
genius. Today, because of the politi 








News round-up. 


Bengal retain title 

CUTTACK: Benf>al retained the East 
ZoneC K Navui'u cricket toutna 
ment, when the' heat Bihai in the 
final, by virtue ot their first innings 
lead at the Barabdti Stadium. Bengal 
won the toss and elected to bat and at 
the end of the first day scored 201 for 
the loss ot nine wickets due to some 
tight bowling by the Bihar bowlers 
Rdjesh Uani with a hard earned 5.S was 
the top scorer and was helped by 
Gautnm Shome (.18) and Arup Bhat- 
tacharva (2 1) But the last two bats¬ 
men, 1) Adhikary and Indranil Chat- 
terjee frustiated the Bihar bowlers on 
the second day and carried the side's 
total to a respectful 283 Their person¬ 
al contribution being 44 and 38 not out 
respectively Dcbjit Talapatia was the 
must successful Bihat howler with 
three wickets 

Arup Bhattaihaiya broke the back¬ 
bone of the Bihar batting as he sent 
the batsmen reeling uncler his spin and 
the team collapsed tor a meagre 114 
Only middle-older batsman, Ujial Das 
resisted Bengal’s spin attack tor quite 
some time to make a nagging 29. With 
a lf>9-run defic it, in the first innings, 
Bihar laced a lollow-on, but the Bengal 
skipper Rajesh did nut enforce it 
Instead Bengal added 129 quick runs, 
losing two wickets in 40 overs, the 
main scorers being U | lal Roy with S8 
not out and i’ Dey with 37 Since Bihai 
tailed to maintain the scheduled late 
of bowling, the champions were 
awarded four penalty points which 
fuiihei increased their total to 133 
Thus Bihar were set to an impossible 
target of scoring .303 runs in 08 mi 
nutes and 20 mandator v ovei s tor an 
outright win They, however, made a 
disastrous si ai t and finished the day at 
58 foi SIX 

Both Bengal and Bihar had cuiivtnc 
mg victui les III then first matches ot 
the tournament While Bengal 
accounted for Orissa by an innings, 
Bihai dctcuted Assam, al.so bv an in¬ 
nings In the Bengal-Orissa match, the 
home team won the toss and elected to 
bat on what appeared to be a perfect 
wicket Bur they lo.st three quii k wick¬ 
ets, foi only SIX runs beloie Chiranieey 
Biswas (341 and Akshaya Panda (37) 
put up some sent of re.sistance before 
their innings cayed in for a paltry 138, 
tiye minutes before the tea interval 
Koi Bengal, left-aim spinner Arup 
Bhattachat ya was the must successful 
bowler, c laiming 3 for 43 and was ably 
assisted by medium pacets, indianil 
Chatterjee (2 toi 25) and Utpal Chat 
teijee (2 foi 20 1 

Bengal stai ted then innings on a 
similat note when they lost their first 
wicket with only .seyen runs on the 
board But skippet Raiesh Dam and 
the opener Kalyan Dhal stuck to their 
task and ended the day only 26 lun.s 
behind the Orissa total Rajc.sh con¬ 


tinued from where he had left off the 
first day and notched up a century 
(106 with 15 hits to the fence) and 
helped his side gather a conyincing 
tally of 320 Oris.sa started their 
second knock with a deficit of 182 
runs, managed to end the second day 
without any further loss and amassed 
44. But on the third day, they landed 
themselves m hot water when wickets 
kept falling like ninepins Only the 
openers, B Patiiaik (39) and Gurieet 
Singh (29) made worthwhile scores, as 
the home team were all out for 149 
runs Indranil was again among the 
wicker-takers when he captured four 
Oi issa wit kets foi 30 1 uns and was 
assisted by left-arm siunnei Dtpankar 
Adhikan who finish<‘d with 3 for 21 
In the Bihar-Assam encounter, Bihar 
butted first and though ihev lost their 
first two wickets foi 37, sioied up a 
massive total ot 415. V .Tankiram 
tupped the list with 85 and was tol 
lowed by Anil .!ena (79), U Das (.59) 
and D Talapaira (42) Only one bowler 
from Assam got anv respect—A Chak- 
ravarty who iinished with 3 tor 43 It 
was the same Jankii am, this time as a 
bowler, who played havoc in the 
Assam rank, when they came out to 
bat He got foui wickets lor 46 tuns 
and forced A.ssam out for only 176 to 
follow-on lankiram followed up his 
performance in the first innings with 
aiiothei deadly spell of bowling in the 
second when he captured five wic Lets 
for 69 and skittled Assam out tor only 
192, with P Kawai being the only 
Assam batsman to score a reasonable 
58 

ACOHFrLSr'ONOf NI 

A tamasha 

HYDERABAD: In these days ol 
sycophancy, when mei it takes a h.ii k- 
seat and loyally is coii.sidc'red a basic 
qualituatioii lo lemain in pow'ei or get 
povvei, the piiluicuins will, iiaiiiially, 
stop shut i at nothing to (ICC upy llu'ii 
chans and impress then rneniois In 
one sricti eseicise aiinerl ,ii liolsier mg 
his image, Iiidiasen Reddy, the ‘•dyna¬ 
mic” piesideiii ol thi. Andhra Pradesh 
Spoi ts Council, staged a weeklong 
'lamasha'called the Andhia Ibadesli 
Sports Festival lo iiiaik the complerion 
of one veai in olliee by the C’hiei 
Minister, Ml T Aninih 

It would be ot inteiesi lo know the 
hackgiound in whic h Reddy, sup¬ 
posedly a Youth Congress leader, be¬ 
came the c hief ot the spurts council 
Fiom a pai tv post in the youth wing ol 
the Cimgrcss-1, Reddy was sent to New 
Delhi as a siieciai lepieseiitative of the 
State ('lovi -nment oi cabinet rank lo 
do some administrative work Equtillv 
surpiisingly he yvas brought back to 
Hyderabad and made < hief of an orga¬ 
nisation, which was till then being run 
bv an LAS officer in ordei to allow him 
the opportunities of gaming popular¬ 
ity bv upeiring spoils hostels, insui- 
iince scheme for spoi tsmen and so on 
tie played a Dig tole also in handing 
(net ot the Gymkhana giotind to the 


Hyderabad Cricket AattociaHon ftkil' '' 
bailding a stadium, to be named after 
the late Sports and Finance Minister 
G Rajaram 

Apai t from this, he (Reddy) was 
allegedly instrumental m making A. S 
V Prasad the deputy director of NIS 
I sout h), Bangalore It may be recalled 
that Pi asad was thi own out of office 
on political grounds by the then Chief 
Ministei Dr Chenna Reddy, who had 
some problems with Raiaram Dr 
Chenna Reddy removed not only the 
APSC secretary, bur also the Sports 
Minister 

lliilike other politicians, however, 
Indi asen Reddv is plaving a sensible 
Idle to settle the dog fights among the 
louni il ottu lals The faiswell party 
busted by the affiliated associations 
loi Pi asad was a good example of his 
shiewd and calculating mind When 
one ot the secretaries asked Indrasen 
Recldv to gai land Prasad, he set a good 
piei edeiit by asking his secieraiy 
K.imakrishnaiah, whooarliei humili¬ 
ated Pi as.itl bv sei vmg memos lot no 
appaieiil i easoii, to do it .As it this was 
not enough, he was even asked to 
speak on Pi .isari’s acliievemenls Poor 
Kainaki ishii.iiali liad no option hut to 
jnaise Pi asad 

Coming track to the lestival, it is 
claimed i)v the otganisers that only Rs 
21,()()() weic spent ovei the whole week 
in (oiiciuctiiig ihe stiiiir which was 
aimed at getting nioie grants tiom the 
State rlovei nment ruxtyeai It is 
i laimed that iieailv 15 ,St,ite affiliated 
associations, .set up lot the promotion 
ol vai loiis games, joined hands piob- 
ahlytoi tlifliist timeioiaisea 
sohst.iiuial pan ol riieanioimi spent to 
i ondiicl rhr> show Indeed, they had a 
motive to do so 11 the governiiient is 
mqiiessed tiv I he t estival (it is hound 
to I they sraiul a good chance to gain 
sometliing sulisianiial in the shape of 
higliei giants in the corningyeats 

A( coiding lo spoi ts coiincil sources, 
tlie vearK gi ants have i eceiilly been 
laised lo Rs 1 .5 cioies, The amount is 
likely ro be doubled next vear What- 
evei might he the obiective of the 
APSC in hosting the show, it at least 
sue (felled in getting tnoi e money fiom 
the govei nment One wonders whether 
this was the sole objective of the 
extravagan^a Sportswoild gathers 
that most of the atl iltated associations, 
who piomised to conduct the tourna¬ 
ments in then respective games (ex 
cepi volleyball, handball, athletics, 
cricket and tennis) wete given prizes 
though they did not conduct any 
events in the ten-dav testival 

In the women’s cricket tinal, Andhra 
Pi adesh Sports Council President’s XI 
cleleated Andhia Pradesh Women’s 
Cl icket Association XI by 80 runs 

In the tennis finals, Anand Kumar 
Mesra crowned himself with a double, 
when he won the junior and doubles 
titles 

Prominent winners among the 
women athletes were, Nalini Rajarat- 
namdOOm), T Premavati Singh and 
Piameela Kamaknshnaiah (di-scus). 

M S SHANKAR 




Ullimalelv Bombay "vin the title alter a hanl-louphl bailie 


• MINffifrliis 
Times of India title 

BHOPAL: Top seed and last year’s 
runaers-up Nitin Puti of Delhi bagged 
the men’s singles title defeating Ran ' 
Kumar, the 7th seed, 21-14,21-16, 
19-21,21-15 in the recently-concluded 
Times of India Open table tennis 
tournament, held at the BllKL club, 
here. The women’s title went to Laxmi 
Karanth, who defeated Meena Bora of 
Delhi in straight sets 
Ran Kumar, who caused two upsets 
by beating defending champion and 
second seeded Sudhir Phadke and 
third seeded Ravi Vashishth in the 
quarter-final and semi-final respec¬ 
tively, failed to match Pun’s speed and 
accuracy Puri proved that he be¬ 
longed to d distinctly higher class He 
also made short work of the 4th seeded 
G Vishvanath in the semi-final. 

In the boys’ singles final Sarbir 
Singh of Delhi defeated Karnataka's 
Vasant Bharadwai in an ente’-taimng 
battle The Kariiaiaka left-hander ral¬ 
lied spiritedly to cdtch his rival after 
being 0-d down at one stage, but the 
tall .Sikh left no .stone untui ned to grab 
the first game at 21 17 The next two 
.sets, however, weie one-sided affairs 
in which Bharadwai clearly i egained 
and maintained his supieinacv ovei 
the Delhi boy But in the fourth set 
when the score stood at 16-ali.Satbii 
played withgteai determination and 
won It magnificently 
Finally when Satbir struck three 
consecutive winnets to take the final 
jc-t at 21-16, the crowd—the biggest 
ever—applauded both the players 
On the otliei hand, Madhuri Sathe 
won the gills' singles ctown defeating 
hei MP team mate Aniali Gandapule 
The boys’ sub-|iiniui title was won 
b\ Vasant Bhaiadwai who edged out 
Sanja Mehta of Madhva Piadesh. 

ARUM ARNAVS 

Railway lift 
the show 

CALCUTTA: A state of gloom en¬ 
veloped the 20th Jiinioi National 
Weightlifting which was conducted at 
the Kshudiram Stadium It was due to 
the sudden death of one of the com¬ 
petitors, T Ramesh of Kei ala who was 
drowned at one of the ponds in the 
city Ramesh, along with a lew of his 
friends had gone to the pond to .swim, 
as they had done the day before his 
death He dived into the walet but did 
not surface After a lot of effort the 
body was fished out by one of the local 
boys after the people from the police 
and fire brigade bad failed in tifieir 
attempts. Due to the sudden death, 
Kerala withdrew from the cham¬ 
pionship and the participants volun¬ 
tarily contributed money, which 
amounted to nearly Rs 5,U0U. 

The championship was divided into 
nine categories- flyweight (52 kgs), 
bantamweight (56), featherweight 
(60), lightweight (67.5), middleweight 


(75), lightheavyweight (82 5), mid- 
dleheavyweight (90), heavyweight 
(100) and superheavyweight (above 
100) The overall team champioicship 
was won by the Railway boys wiih a 
total (ally of 9.^ points, followed by 
Punjab (81) and Tamil Nadu (50), 

The competition in the individual 
flyweight division was not that lierce 
as Bargeesh Chand of Railways easily 
won the honours with a total weight of 
192 5 N Kumai an of Tamil Nadu and 
S Choudlmry of Railways tied foi the 
sei ond spot with a total of 185 points 
The bantamweight was won by Daljit 
Singh of Haryana, while the feaih- 
eiweight division was won by V .1. 
Gupta with a total of 202 5 kgs. He was 
followed by Bengal’s Rupak Das (195) 
and .S Vedknshna (192.7) There was 
only one national record in the cham 
pionship, which went to the credit of 
N t' Naidu of Andhra Pradesh He 
won the lightweight division with a 
total of 2i2 5, but his recoi d came 
when he jerked 137 5 kgs He beat the 
lei ord held by Sadhan Chandra Deb of 
115 kgs which was established in 1966 
Anil Sood of Railways, with a total 
of 235 kgs came first in the mid 
dlewcight class and wa-- followed bv 
Sekhai Saha of the Po.st and Telegraph 
and Pun tab’s Jaspal Singh The light 
heavy title went tc Iswar .Smgh of 
Puiiiab with a total of 212 5 kgs and 
was very closely followed by K 
Satvcinnrayan ol Andhra Pradesh with 
2.30 kgs Kajasi hail’s Naiendra Siiigh 
won the middleheavy division and hi:. 
State colleague, Amest Beiry the 
heavy class, while A Shivkum.ir of 
Tamil Nadu won the supeiheavv 
caiegorv 

ACORRESPONOtNI 

New enttiusiasm in 
Bihar sports 

P.4TNA- The low-key spoi rs activities 
in the Universities of Bihai aie likely 
to be happily disturbed by the enthu¬ 
siastic manner in which Ranchi Dm 
versiti IS planning to promote spoils 
and games m the diffeiem campuses 
in the State AlieadyRs >00,000 have 
been earmarked bv the Vice- 
Chancellor, Dr A K Dhan 
The sports departments in the Uni 
versitics of Bihar are. by and large. 


ni.inaged fiy the te.icheis in co- 
opeiation with the physical training 
iiistruciois Theuttei ineflectivenoss 
of the old system of sports nianage- 
iiieni bv the PTls being iiicieasiiigiy 
felt, e.speciallv in contiasr to the be¬ 
nefit the boys.aiid git Is elsewhere are 
getting from coaches trained either ar 
the National Instituteot Spoils, 

Paii.il.i or at the Lakshniibtii College 
ol Physical Kducation, Gwitlior, the 
Ranchi I'niveisiiv has.ipjiinnted fiVe 
NlS-tiained coaches, and also Raphael 
Mans, a forniei national juriioi .sprint 
champion, and .i r’lret lor ot physical 
education 

Tins vear, the R I' officials have 
also jiroved ahead ot olhei universities 
in the State bv holding coaching camps 
tor seveial games .So tar camps foi 
vollevb^ll. football, hotkey (men and 
women) and baskethali have already 
been held and more such camps foi 
the other g.mies like fiadniinion. table 
tennis, athletics. volleyhaJI (women) 
and hockey (women» ai r* going to be¬ 
gin shortly For develoiung the last 
two games espet lallv, the university is 
going to leave no stone unturned be- 
lause, as the kevman m its sports 
departmeiii. Plot M I. Ims. d''irmei 
Bihdi .Sidle vollevhall playei s.iid, “ihe 
univeisitv would he hosting the Ali- 
India Inter finiversiiv Women’s Hock¬ 
ey I hani|’i<)iishi|i and N'liih /one In¬ 
tel fiiiiveisity Women’s Volleyball 
tournament in the coming months " 

The two coitipc-iitioiis are likely to 
prove j'leatlv successful ,is the Vico 
Chanthelloi has asKod the best t-dents 
111 the university to eiisuie thaf things 
go vet V smoothiv Onlv ijiialif-ecl peo 
|il< will he .cllowc-d Hi sojit ivise the 
malclic-s 

The Vaisines Volleyball toutiiament 
(North /one l is slati'cl toi November 
20 to 30 at .lamsfu-djini, wllile the 
Women's fiockev c hainpionship (all- 
indiai will be playi'd at R.inchi in the 
third week ol Detc mhei 

Tliat the R U V'lc e-t'hancellor 
means business's clear from his direc¬ 
tion to all the 84 altiliared and consii- 
tueiit collc-ges under it 'hai jiarticipa- 
tion lit the Itiiei ('ollege Athletics tom 
petition, to be held at C'haihasa in the 
lust week ol I)ecembei, is a mnsi No 
C’xciises will be entertainevl 

I'C'l It 


^ i % .el ‘ 
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CRIVjj/UIZ by Eddie Dunstan 


Helped Trumper 
put on 296 
in 69 minutes 


was oni’ ()i till' nu)sl Inilliiint 
.■ill-roiiiultMs in the historv ol cri(.k<'t Ho 
pl.iyi'd in Ic'^l^ loi I nKl>>n(l «ind lor iin 
AusImIiiIii XI in Ni’w /tMl.md Hn li- 
giircd in scns.ilioiuil pjrlnci ships with 
I lohbs .ind I runi|)<‘i 
As ii SI hoolbov hi“ I kmU'iI sur h ii 
rc'piit.ition as a b.itsrnan and niediiim 
paci* l>owk‘i —in (our snasons at Kcpion 
hf SI orcd luiis and took ^^*4 

wicki'tv -that he was invited to plav lor 
Suriev at the a)*e ol I ■' 1 If was an 
imnifdiale sin i ess bov\ hnn iini b.m^ed 
throuKhouI l)olh innings ot a mail h 
against (iloiiiestei and takint'. in all, 10 
wiiket*. tof 78 

lv''K e in SOI i ession he lompleted the 
doulde loi Siinev .mil tailed to do so <i 
third time by two wIIkets At 10 he was 
theyoiinnest playei until HrianC lose 
(18) to ai liiese the double in lirst-i lass 
tritkellin lOObi Ihis lein.iikalde 
(riiketei- a iighl-h.indi'd hatsinan who 
delighted in stiaighl diiving and a 
medium [mi e IiovsIim with easy rlelivery. 
ai c oral v and abilitv to m.ike the b.ill 
mijve lonsideiablv repiesented tnj>- 
land against South Alrii a and Australia 
In Austialia with the I ‘l()7 08 ( ngland 
(jartv he headed the I est bow ling a\ei- 
ages with (0 wii kets at J4 7‘) inns eai h 
Vn lor frunifH'i sairl he was the most 
dittii lilt bow lei ol his p.n ehe h.id 
played agains' e\i et)l Sydnc\ Barnes 
During the 100'’ 08 loin he was 
apino.ii hed .iboul settling in Australia 
in his book l(>t> Not ( hit, t t‘nliir\ 
ot ( •\rlfLiicl(‘( A,i/"Sif)nes 

Downei wrote "He prosed lesponsive 
to leeleis extended to him bv both the 
South Australian ( ru ket .Assoi lalion and 
St I’etei'sl ollege tiom the assoi lation 
as |)la>ing(oai h and Irom thei ollegi as 
sportsmastei "A siibsei|iient rlis|iuti‘ 
with Suirey dei ided tht' matter (or him 
Salistai torv terms among the three (lar- 
ties were agieed to and the Snrrev 
all-roundei airived in Adelaide at the 
iH'ginmng ol the summer ol 
tirst a[)iH‘aring tor South Australia in a 
match against New South Wales " 

■’ Wisch’ti n't urtivti I .irpcit tiui'iks to 
hi'< wondorlol trit kt't, !^tnith Atf^ltiili,} 
won tho ft.tmt' h\ I nh runs ' Dow ner 


f.Kiinh'd out th.it in thv tom .se.isrrns in 
whit h he pLnccI tor South Au'.tnilui the 
t.ill (ai tniInftli'.ni.in did •.ome- 

thinf; low i ni / efers nt hicxo in n lite- 
timo—ho ni.ide more th.in I.OOt) runs 
,ind took morothdn lOO x\irkoi>, tpreci'.o 
lifiuro'^ were /, i IJ iun'< Jt ,in ,n’or.inool 
4(1 Hi) .ind IJI) iv/( kets .it ,in aierage ol 
J i fU,l 

■\ttor Woild W'.ir I the hifihshnum 
lotmnod homo ,mdpljxodjt’.nn with 
Sir/rev Ho dhitod .t nuitt h-winri/ng 
'.ttindot 4(} IP ij minute', with /.it k 
Hnhh<. tifttiinst Kent in 1‘IHI and in tho 
same sr'.rsirn pl.ivod w/i.i/ was r/est nix'd 
,rs tho rnn/ngs ot /rrs hlo Coini’ in ,il No 
if .ili.iin'.t tho A I F \ido,il llieih.il. ho 
hit 144 not out When lorn Ru'.hln. the 
/asfrn.in lonthed ihewiikot. Suirox 
nooih'd n tomoidj tolUw-on, hut tho 
hero ot tho ond.iunht in Now /odUind 
tiU.itked tho Au'ithiluin bowlinfi xvith 
'.'jch toiiH itv thdt HU run', were <idded in 
i '» minufes, Ru'.hhy s s/jrire /rerng two' 

QUESTION Who was the 
magnificent 
cricketer who 
in all first-class 
matches hit 
9,470 runs at 
an average of 
32 76 and took 
815 wickets at 
20 06 and 
brought off 117 
catches^ 

( hi the New Zealand loui on wim h 
he shared with the Lnglishman the 
bie,ith-i ikmg 248 stand Vitloi Trumper 
liguied in another extraordinary part¬ 
nership I he lour was organised ny Siir 
Arthur Sims, Lincolnshire-born resident 
ol iNevs Zeal.ii.d w'ho played a tew 
mail hfs lor the Australian team, which, 
in .iddition to Irumtx'r, mcludc'il M A 
Noble. W.iiwii k Armstrong. Herbert 
( ollirisand Arthur Mailey 

Playing against C anterbury at Christ- 
ihurili III February, 1414, Trumper and 
Sims were assoi lateri in a t»artnership ol 
4 H - ml')() minutes Ot Australia's 


1 


total ol ()S3 Trumpet made 29J and Sims 
184 It w'as Vic lor Trumper's last century 
in big cricket He dic*d the following 
yeai I he T rumper-Sims stand set a 
world ret ord for lirst-class cricket that 
still stands 


QUESTION 




For what 
wicket? 


When Alan Knoll and Geoff Boycott 
shari*d a partnership of 215 m the third 
Test of the 1977 series against Australia, 
at T rent Bridjte, they equalled the Eng¬ 
land rei ord (or the sixth wii ket against 
Australia--the record set al Thec3val in 
1918 during Sir Leonard Hutton's histor- 
II ii>4 In breaking Sir Donald Brad¬ 
man's lest record of 114—SirGartield 
Sobers had yet to appear with his 365 
not out - Sir leopard figured in part¬ 
nerships whii h still stand as records for 
Ingl.ind m Festsagainst Australia 
()np was the 215 foi the sixth wicket, 
equalled in 1977 by Knott and Boycott, 
the othei 182 tor the second wicket 
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QUESTION A Who were Sir 
Leonard’s part¬ 
ners in these 
two stands’ 
Both ol these English records are 
lower than the coiresponding part¬ 
nership ret ords by Australians Sir 
Donald Bradman tigured in both—146 
lor the sixth w'li ket, 451 for the second 


QUESTION 




Who were his 
partners’ 


LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS 

1 Wazir, Mushi^q and Sadiq In tile mutch in 
which Ilanif scored 499 Waitr was captain 
and made 31 and Mushtaq, batting at No S, 
made 21 

2 Aftab Baloch Only younger Test player is 
Mushtaq, who was 15 years and 124 days 
when he made his debut for Pakistan against 
the West Indies at Lahore, 19S8-59, and 
scored 14 in the first innings before becom¬ 
ing first victim of a Wesley Hall hat-trick (In 
the second innings he made four) 

1 Off spinner Don Blackie and left-arm spin¬ 
ner Bert Ironmonger Ironmonger was 45 
years and 2J7 days when he played in the 
first Test of the 1928-29 senes, in Bnsbane 
In the second Test, in Sydney, Blackie made 
his debut al 46 years and 253 days 

4 Ironmonger, fifth Test, 1933, in Sydney He 
distinguished himself by catching Harold 
Larwood when the famous bowler, sent in as 
a nightwatchman, was within two runs ot his 
century 

5 Rhodes, 52 years 165 days. Grace, 50 years 
320 days, Gunn, 50 years 303 days. 

b James Southerton, who appeared in the first 
two Tests ever played, against Australia, m 
Melbourne, 1876-77 
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Crossword 


IJones ft OBrien 




ACROSS 

1 Inrtian Cassius at Mordeka (6) 

4 Racy trees (4) 

7 Indian sports body is incorrectly less 
egoistic (1, 1, 1) 

9 Cricket dances'^ (5) 

11 A gentle North Indian cricketer <5) 

12 Dalmatians and billiard-balls' (b) 

13 This race course ends in the High¬ 
lands (5) 

ITp English fast bowler loaded guns' {b, 
1 ) 

19 lo do well in spoit you have to travel 
a lot on this vehicle'" (b) 

?0 Youthful inierrmlional Scottish foot 
ballei (5) 

?1 Pride of British Rugby (5) 

2^ Not nine, but one comes back (3) 

23 I sat and adapted myself lo this 
Indian Olympian (4) 

24 Makes tiis mark in sport'" (6) 

DOWN 

2 Denote grades in judo (5) 

3 Egyptian God begins this Pakistani 
hockov international (6) 

6 Author of Running Tree (P, 3) 

6 ' he king is the object of their attack 
(b 7) 

8 Indian cricketer is wise at the start 16) 

9 Leather kick (4) 

10 Returning, prolonged unconscious 
ness after K O (4) 

14 Quite a keen footballer at the start (6) 

16 Delhi, and now Bengal cricketers 
Ctiristian name (4) 

17 England s greatest diver needs 
assistance in flight i6) 

18 Satisfy examiner ,n bridge (4) 

19 Only lifter lo set world records in four 
different body weight categories (1 
4) 


SPORTY 




QUESTIONS 


Mill ,|| ClfOvI’ 


Why did the following places come into 
news very recently"" 

1 T aipei 

2 Shaijah (UAE) 

3 Brisbane 

4 Lahore 



A Gangtok 

6 Mexico 

7 Sydney 

8 Baden Baden (t-RGi 

ANSWERS 

ssaiBuoo jidiuAjo gijx auj g 
sdiusuoiduiego 

jaooos dno uinoA V4H PJ'Mi Z 

UOUiOM JOJ UOI) 

-ijediuoD iieqAajjOA dno PPOM puoJPD 9 
luniuL’ujno) ||e()|00| 

dno PI09 s lOiuoAOQ eipii|-|iv P"Mi 9 
uui'.iijeri put* 

IX |euui|eujd|u| buunoi 'iijj uaav.javj 
isei leijoijo jeiciiunun jsrj pui’ .nipL V 
saiueo qijPa/wuoiuuKio «"d G 
siuauii'uinoj ss.jijo .6 ■ 3 

uouio/w 

joj dno leoaos PP<'AA uoip’iiAui jiug j. 


Question box 


Narendra Kumar Tripalhi, Gorakhpur. 

Q. In how many tests Denis Lillee com¬ 
pleted ?00 wickets'" 

A. In 38 Tests 

kishore Kumar Oas, Parlakhemundi 

0 How many Tests did Vinoo Mankad 
play how many runs did he make and 
how mariy wickets did he take'" 


(Solutions next week) 
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A. Vinoo Mankad scored 2,109 runs and 
captured 162 wickets in 44 Tests 

Nyder Shankar Hayat, Oanapur Canit, 
C.M Glrish, Bangalore; Kburahld Alam, Jam¬ 
shedpur 

0 What IS the Test record of Salim 
Durrani’ 

A. 1.202 runs in 50 innings of 29 Tests 
With twice not out, average 25 04 and 75 
wickets at an average of 35 42 

Kedar Prasad, Raigangpor 

Q. What IS India s lowest total, against 
whom and when India made it’ 

A 42 against England at Lord's in 1974 

Reyazuddin H. BasI, Bhuj. 

Q. What IS Test batting record of Bill 
Lawry’ 

A. 67 Tests. 123 innings, 12 not outs, 
5,234 runs, 210 highest score, 47 15 
average. 13 centuries, 27 half centuries 


'Bridge 


I •.M'l'fTMl'., wi.'lllOf |'J‘,l huW pilpill,!' 110 
I lull oVoieriii 1,1 l»n.li)i ’ 

ouinfiifrios yoo i iiine ucrusib a line ol Ai oi 
'i> ,\l le.ibi n.il'irali liidtlers but Pion you 
iiieel 'ow .itlci MW of f’recibiuii playeib Lir 
.•„i'iiiMiberi'ig ihe Blue CluOberb 
low.iUdys In the iimn ihny jre tne same 
oi.iycn, u'lt obf) to nu'iM 'U or IS years 
ago dr'> itie; biUdintj Delter than they 
oseu to''' On ttalance I Uon t ttvnk ttiat 
I’reiibio'i has improved anyone s biOdirnj 
■u. tar as lodgment is coricerneo bul il has 
It'd to some ■ di< olnos er'oib in evaiuatiO'i 
tioirut avoidco I'es it tiab some ments and 
■ jme demerits So, alas, do some ot the 
Jetensivo medbu''e& that are crirnmniiiy 
ij,edi 

♦ Cj 9 H I 3 
A j J 
A K ^ 

+ J 


* . 

<■ M’S 
ij I 9 H 
4> h >1, 9 M 


♦ ■' 

'• K '0 ’> 1 
1 

^ b S A I 


M.Srtfiiiwa, RaUhuf. 

Q Is It true that Sir Don Bradman had 
scored a century in just 3 overs’ If so, 
please give the details of his glorious feat 
A. Yes, Bradman did score a century in 
just three 8-ball overs in a second-class 
match at Lilhgow in 1930-31 He hit 
6,6.4,2,4,4, 6. 1 (33) m the first over, 
6,4.4,6,6.4.6.4 (40) in the second over 
and his partner 0 Wendel II got a single, 
then Bradman made 6,6,1, partner got a 
single and again Bradman made 4,4 and 
6 (27) in the third and completed his 
individual century 

Trfdip Sircar, Cuttack. 

Q. When was the first Test between India 
and England played’ Who we'-e the rival 
skippers and what was the result of the 
Test’ 

A At Lord’s in 1932 when D R Jardine led 
England and C K Nayudu captained In¬ 
dia England won the Test by 158 runs 

leave dummy with 2 J and himielt 
with A Q Poor Wesi had been reduced 
10 Q and + K and declarer now dropped 
4k K 10 claim his grand slam 
Silctice by Wesi might have been a won¬ 
derful thing 

Lett week's quiz a simple question from 
a reader asked whether I would rather lose 
500 points al game all to save a cenain 
game, or lose 500 points when not vulner¬ 
able against vulnerable opponents 
(Rubber bridge, ol course ) Well, I always 
resent losing 500 points and I remembei 
the correspondence that ensued when I 
expressed my views on the odds involved 
in bidding slams with and without a part 
score Nevertheless, it I lose bOO in saving 
I would much rather be vulnerable After 
all. when Ihe Oust has cleared, I am still 
vulnerable' 

This week's quiz, perhaps a moie per- 
linent part to last week's question - would 
yiii. be prepared to lose 500 points (noi 
vulnerable against vulnerable) it it pie 
vented the opponents making game and 
rubber ■’ 


♦ A K j ki r ij 

o 

Ki r 1 ,4 
4A0 

South de.lil, with North-South vulner.tble 
and Ofieried one-club (16 +points) West 
.)ve railed wilri 2NI showing ether a 
itiai'.i Iwii suiter or a minof Iwo-suiler 
I Wfiii h orie was it’" I asked when shown 
'no hand) and the oiddmg now took off 
North Soutn would have been quite con- 
loni wiiti the small slarn that they rear hed 
■n sp.ule'., bii' vdier, Last puCied m lo 
sa.'of'ie .i\ -.even i labs Soiitr took Itic 
piijii .11 .d bid en sp,idr.s 
Ag.rnst the grand slam West 'ed ■. Q and 
•ledaii'r look sloi.k H.+d there been no 
op(iiv,iti->n bidilmij his l>esl het would 
siifijly have been a club linesse, with the 
idea ol discardmq one ol dummy’s 
diamonds on 4^ A and ttien rutting two 
dianionds Bul lould ^ K be right alter 
West s overcall’ (The heart tinesse, even 
it successful, would only give 12 tricks ) 
Soalti pi.inned ditlerenliy He won, drew 
I'omps and ratted inreehrails in hand to 


'Chess 


In The Art ut the Middle Game, meoiioned 
here last week, one ol the key ctiapiers is 
that by Paul Keres concerning the defence 
ot ditlicull positions Defensive play is not 
greatly admired by chess fans, bul it is true 
10 say that most of the giants of the game 
tijve been very skiKui at it The names th.ii 
spring lo mind are Steinitz. Lasker 
Capablanra, Aleknme, Bolvinn.k, 
Petrosian and Fischer Although Keres 
gained fame as an attacker later m his 
career he, too. excelled as a dele'ider and 
was thus well qualified to instruct m thr, 
subject The qual.ties needed by a 
defender ar^ patience, resouicelulness 
and resilience he must be able to with¬ 
stand the attacker's pressure without con- 
f.eding too much, look for every chance to 
complicale the issue and be ready to hit 
back should the opponent slip up The 
following save by Ihe second World Cham¬ 
pion illustrates these points After (ailing 
behind both in material and positionally he 
managed to stern the tide and finally bring 
ilf a drawing combination 


OhirmBMiri K.f*Brikll, mI N.M.ObAI, 
AMnidsbad. 

Q. What era the Ranji and Test records of 
Kapil Dev’ 

A. Kapil Dev has made 1,150 runs at an 
average of 26 74 end captured 125 widr- 
ets conceding 26 77 runs per wicket tn 32 
Tests and in^ Ranji matches, he has hit 
781 runs and bagged 83 wickets. 

Q. In the last World Cup. Kapil Dev 
captured only one wicket Which was that 
wicket, and in which match did he take It’ 
A. Kapil Dev got 2 wickets—hrat he 
claimed Desmond Haynes of West Indies 
and then Wettimuny of Sn Lanka. 

S.R.Viswanathan. Calcutta. 

Q. What IS the full name of Chauhan’ 
When, where and against whom did he 
make his Test debut’ 

A. Chetan Pratap Singh Chauhan made 
his debut in the 1st Test vs New Zealand 
at Bombay in 1969-70 

w j.e Emanual Laakar, H,.!, k Aron Nhniowltach 

1 jm Ki", Oi-lmi- 1 ,1 Pt'ir.Dvig 19U ) 


1 P - KX. f> - OBJ, 2 P - 04, P - 04 

1 KI - OBS, P ( P, 4 M > P, Kt - B3 

S Kt X KICh. KIP X KI. 6 a - K2. B - B4 

7 B - B3 O - R4cli. 6 P - B3, P - R4 

• B X RP. KI - 02, 10 B - KI4. B i B 

nOxB.O-O-O. 12KI'K2,P-K3 

13 B-B4. a-QKI4, 14 0 - 0 - 0, Kt - Kt3 
IS KI - Kt3. 0 - 04. 16 K~KI1,OxKlP 

17 OR - KI1. O X BP, 18KI-K4, 0-R5 
19 O - B3. KI - BS. 20K-R1,P-KB4 

21 Kt - KtS. B - 03, 23 B-B1,R-Q2 

23 R - KI2. B - B3, 24 KR - KI1, Kt - 03 

25 O - K2. Kt - K$, 26 KI - B3. 0 ' R6 

27 P - R3 P - RJ. 26 B - K3, KR ~ 01 

29K-H2R-H1, 30K-R1, KR-01 

31 K - R2, R - KI 

WP.U' Hds been led'ln y penenny to see liow tiiat x wui, -, 
Irv in imprnve bis posinun bul now na detibes to l , 
t nenijp t pa.r of Hooks as a counter to Black s ,»< u ' e J 
cenliji .iilvd-,'e 


32 R - Kl 6 . R K R 33 R x Rch. R - 01 

34 fl - KIT, R - 02 . 35 R - KIBcll, R - 01 

36 H-Kt 7 , R-Bl. 37 P-B 4 , KI-B 3 

beller was 1,' O Hilowed by e,iner H O* 
Ol MB) 

36 B - KI 5 . Kt - R 4 

'ne deceniraiisaion u’ ir.c kr.gni p.'i 
es.dpir try tdcliLUi med' , 

3 t R X P'. R X R. 40 O X Peb 

41 KI - K 5 . Drawn 

II 4. U r 1C' 1,' U Icbcl re hZ 4 1 
»dnn-,'d.uin me'epe'liur, 

CompatMlon 0490 ‘io,„i„in i,i<>i ween 
El dek 


ir.t kr-gnl a-'py,,, .dskf 

40 O X Pch, R - 02 


hZ 4 1 ij . fa. n U,d< ■ 


EA, % H mi 

A m fAiff 

m. 

I 

u m:km a 
as & 

B & »giS I 

While 

Hi4< h ’0 pfay Huw Oh! U't qjme (•'•i>ii' 

Sotirtton to G4W (LHlQirtliil-~Koto«. Moicow. 1MI) 
(2kr4'Q4o2'2q1pP2.1p4B1.:{p4P^2P1/P4P2/3R2K1--BlKll 
lo pity I Kotnv playt'^t] P7 N • 6?1 anO his opponent at 
O'lLC* rusiqnofi (it the white Oufjen retionts <^6 Kt -05 
thrucilf*n‘i mato m two Wtiyo) 

, Pnfelsm No 11S5 Stjiuticin next week 
$ Pnutooi (Ciisf Prize PfotfU>efnotic/ 195/) (I/Ip2p3/ 
1P2ap2'1Q1P1Pp1'2N1PiiR1/Rp1li1N2^3NP2/lM1ti-1S 
I jriilti moil, 11 wick.) 

Wtiite to play arm motp in two moves 
Solutton to fto 1154 (Fwik) (Ri4iir2lpR3/^kNl/2p2Nllp/‘ 
epUGpIGPI/kaOi-^lt In two) 1KI -KI/ (threat 2 
Kt K8| (a> t KI—OHJ /'’OxR (h) • K|—KR3. 2 
I MhP ((I 1 P 0'^ 4 ’ O- -KB td) r- 04 2 


42 




"Nothing like Complah to build 
strength and stamina." 


Olympidn Jtm 0'Doh,Mty h.-,s ynunq tdl.MH dii ovi-r fhr. 

toncih i 0!ri|n;!i1i\'f tiv<‘nV Hf 

takes to make a winrnii h., xA,illf.owi*r i)f)(iy pcjwi-r 

I recommend Comnlaii for svA'iinuiMr;, cnhirtt's arid o irtu ui 
cirowing ch.ldren.” says J„n O'Ooiu.rty Ctimplan 
complete food easily digestible with '/3 vital iiuiiedierus 
necessary for the healthy qrowrh winch develops stamina 

Take a tip from Jim O'Dohorty Give your children Comnl-,,. 
delicious flavours that children lovei 




-the complete planned food 
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Racism 

and 

cricket 

O N till- I \c (it the tour ol 
itif 1 nk;lisli 111C kei 
UMin to India, ilie (aivein 
ineiit oi India has laised 
ot-|L-c'iion against the me In 
Sion ol (ieotl Koviott and 
lleotf Cook as ihesi- two 
plascis ,110 ‘black listed’ !(•! 
then connection witli .South 
Attica It this he the- cast- 
whs was Kovcoli iiliowed to 
take pail in the ‘|iihili-t‘ 
losi mall h plaved in Bom 
h.is in ii-hiuaiv ISHO"-’ Whv 
did the Indian Cioseinment 
it'inain conipletcdv silent at 
that rinif' Peih.ips Indi.i 
had tIuiuKhi char she would 
easils d( It-ai hn^land Hot 
nntorlunalels Ihe lestilt ol 
the ‘,Itiliili-c lest' was pi't 
ihe opijosilf 

•1KLT K(i\ 
L'li/c iiria 

1fll> letiisal ot th»* (aiveiii 
lUfiit ot Indi.i to pi'iniii 
Cieott Rovcoll <irul Geotl 
Look to tom Indi.i is indeed 
a shoe kill}’ blow to the woild 
1)1 sports r.vei since the 
South All lean Non Kai lal 
lllsmpic Commiiiet- (SAN 
KOC) included in its black 
bsi. imdei the <io};is ol the 
Ciiiit d Nations, loin l.n 
Itlish c ricketeis —(ieotl 
Reiyc-ott, t'ic-oft Cook, l-’.uil 
Parkei and Kobin Jack 
man toi their alleged 
liiiison with racialist South 
Aliita, speculation was in 
j the* an that the profiosed 
' MCI tom may Ije called off 
I ITie spec iil.irion was not 
without valid leasons Tlit> 
MCC team w.i'J bound to 
IOC hide Lieott Bovcaitr. who 
had put up such a };iarid 
petforniance ii}>ains( the 
I AuMialians lecently Be 
j sules Boycott, Cieotl Cook 
! has also been nc bided in 
] the team In select mu the 
! F.iitiland team the MCC 
team has adheied to the 
Commonwealth (ilenea^les 
Accord which prohihiis onlv 
spoiling (<)nt:icts with 
South Africa ignoring mdi 
vidiial links with it 

The ban imposed on 
Bovcott and Cook to tour 
India will mean po-.sihU 
cancellation ot tiie Ml C 
tom of India I he tour la 


New Zealand clicker team 
in West Indies tiom 1-ebiii- 
arv te A|>nl next veai has 
alreadv been camelled he 
cause of the South Alncan 
tugln union team's msii io 
N ew Zealand in the nucldle 
ol this vea) With two cink 
el tom s thwai ted due to the 
apartheid police of South 
Alina, liltc'lnational cricket 
laces an imminent dat)g>'i 
I'uithei lielweeii the 
bhick and whitt iinkei 
pblMIlg countMcs .il,,I seem 
inevitable It tins teared 
sirlit takes place, then 
perhaps the entire woi Ul ol 
spoil mas be siilil mto two 
groups black and wh.te 
K R (:rRUR\f \ N10. 

nil-' liicket (oniiol iloaid 
ot Indi.i and the Indian (,ov 
einrrieril have lorieilh 
taken the decision ot not 
allowing (ic-otf Bovcotr and 
L'leolt I ook ro Him India 
with iff' I'nglaiid ciicl-et 
le.im It IS cen' sad lli.ii 
KLB ol I ngl.enl has not 
excluded those two iricke 
lets, who are included m the 
black list ol sportsmen, 
tiom th<‘ I nglish side The 
siiibhorn attitude ot l-ng 
land might bring about, in 
lutuie, a sfilit between the 
'lest plaving connirie'. in 
eba camiot aftoid to devi.de 
from liei declaied iiiti-iiia' 
tional policv oi ligbting 
against the 1 , 111,1 I’oh-v of 
Somh Aliica 

CHIRANIAN (HM'IFR 
ILF, lhiif;,ii>ui 

Overlooked? 

I IIAM-. come to know 
ticiin a )>aiiuiil,u Ken 
g.ilc-e Tii.ig.i/uie th.it Sved 
Modi anci Anita Kiilkaini, 
the two stais ot Indi.m trad 
miiiton, have decided !■) be 
come paitiuMs in rhc-ii pei 
soiial lite Hut, sm|iMSi'lglv 
erlongh, no m-w, .ibonl rr 
was published III .Spoff 
sworici I'ni- iciiiinalists give 
too miicli public U\ to (lie 
liidi.m cricketeis, hockev 
placers and tooib.illei s, 
and, ot course, to I'lakash 
Padiikone whin 11 conics to 
harlmmton lliev print the 
lihoi'graphs of I'adukune's 
fiancee also but tail to pub¬ 
lish the- news ot Modi’s eri- 
gagemc-nt One sliiudd ic 
member that Modi is the 
reigning c h a m |) 1 ci n 

PR ABM Cl 11 A, 

HdlitJii. A'orth 
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husband was the 
only earning member 
inn^fiunily, 
till I found out about 

UoafTan” 


FteOni 
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I didn't ever imagine that 
savings could be converted into 
an interesting and additional source 
of income Thanks to UCOPLAN— 
tfie free, financial advisory service. 
UCOPLAN has fitted my savings 
capacity to my goals and has 
assured me maximum earnings. 

There's a UCOPLAN for your 
future too. Drop by any 
UCOBANK branch today and 
ask for details. UCOPLAN has 
a wide choice of lucrative way 
to make your money work. 

Because both you and your 
husband have worked hard for it. 

llnited Cominercial Bank 

tefiieiidly bankroundthecoraer 


P LEASE refer to the 
article “Why was 
dafji annoyed” in the 
September 23 issue of 
Sportswortd The contents 
of that arucle are conjec- 
! ture and not facts I would 
I like to reply to the piece of 
! fiction. 

Mr Chowhan’s memory 
' is conveniently short. He 
j has every right to convene 
a meeting of the selection 
committee, and also to 
brief the members of the 
numerical composition of 
the side He did that and 
much more—tned to par¬ 
ticipate in the delibera¬ 
tions of the meeting, to 
which 1 did object He is 
welcome to his opinion ab¬ 
out the players, but at a 
selection committee meet¬ 
ing should have kept those 
to himself Next, Sujeet 
Mohdiity claims that a few 
eyebrows were raised at 
my absence at all the 
selection committee meet¬ 
ings In fact, all mean two 
meetings 1 had in writing, 
advised Mr Gawde and the 
TTFI about my inability to 
attend those meetings. 

Furthei, Mr Mohanty 
claims that he has sources 
close to the TTFI telling 
him stories Afraid lo men¬ 
tion names, Mr Mohanty^ 
He claims I harboured 
ambitions to become a 
member of the exe cutiv e 
committee of the TTFI 
You coll bein| a member 
of the executive commit¬ 
tee ambition? And I have 
been on it for the last 
three years He should 
know that only those who 
have no other stature will 
call It ambition My long 
innings at the TTFI, as Mr 
Chowhan says, consists of 
being selector from 1975 
to 1978, technical commit¬ 
tee membei in 1979 and 
1980 and executive mem- 


Poor seiectionl 

B oos to the All India 
Football Federation for 
.sending such a pour side to 
I'liited Arab Emiiates The 
suipnsf inclusions are 
D'Silvd, Aslam Khan, Alim 
Khan, (' D Francis, Kartick 
Seth, Vijay Kumar and 
Narendra Cuiung 

Can AIFF give any justifi¬ 
able reason fui not includ¬ 
ing Atanu Bhattacharjee, 
Knshnendu Roy. Bidesh 
Bose, Maiiash Bhattachar- 


"•Iwiit (fts ex-uitenwtioAall'ia 
%m. 197» and 198U« 
Would yod like to compare 
Mr ChiMhaii's ”ahoct^ il>- 
tiipgti of about 22 yean 
wiiS the TTFI? 

Sujeet Mohanty states 
that there are already 
three members of the 
Maharashtra Table T ennis 
Association on the TTFI 
and their quota was over. 
Am I to understand that 
i there is a quota system in 
' the TTFI? Am I to under¬ 
stand that the “claims” of 
Madhya Pradesh and Mr 
Gawde must be enter¬ 
tained? Regarding accept¬ 
ing the views of the com¬ 
mittee members, I have 
always done so. But I see 
no reason to do that about 
the views of Mr Chowhan, 
of Mr Pak U GU, and of 
anyone other than the 
members of the com¬ 
mittee. 

And, since the selectors 
are attending tourna¬ 
ments, what are the 
criteria for appointing co¬ 
ordinators^ What IS the 
work of the co-oidinator at 
the selectors’ meet unless, 
of course, you intend to 
have postal selection, and 
one selector not knowing 
whom the others have 
nominated^ I am tofd that 
those days arc ovei and 
then I receive another let¬ 
ter asking me to send 
names to Mr Gawde. Very 
convincing or very 
forgetful’ 

Lastly, in criticism of 
the previous regime, it 
does not quite lie in the 
mouths ot either Mt Cho¬ 
whan or Mr Gawde, or any 
other sources close to the 
TTFI to do so For, after 
all, they were the plaint 
and rubbery spines of the 
very regime for a short 
spell of 22 and 10 years 
respectively 

FARROKHR KHODAIJI, 
Bombay. 


jce. Hai tinder Singh, Amal- 
raj, Shabbir Ah, Prasun 
Banerjee and C B Thappa? 
Was the team selected on 
the basis of talents or just 
for a pleasure trip to U A 
E ’ Further, why was 
Xavier Piu' made captain of 
the side? There were .many 
other experienced players 
in the side like Bhaskar 
Ganguly, Subrara Bhat- 
tacharya, Mihir Bose and 
Prasanta Banerjee 


SHARAHLA GUHA, 
Bahjan North. 




Editor's page 



S J-fitHfl-ordinary scribes are 
not privy to the inner-most 
workings of Governments, one 
cun only presume the cumoitf- 
lagedpiessures which nearly 
forced New Delhi to cancel the 
English tour W'ci.s’ it a fear that 
the prestigious Asian Games 
would be boycotted by some 
Asian countries^ Was the idea 
to placate those African coun¬ 
tries which not only absorb hun¬ 
dreds of crores worth of Indian 
exports but also look up to India 
as an example which has in¬ 
spired many a freedom move¬ 
ment in their own continent^ Oi 
was it the threat of agitations in 
the north by separatist move¬ 
ments. the non-Congress Gov¬ 
ernment in Bengal and, of 
course, by the ever i eady Mr 
George Fernandes elsewhere^ 
Or are we seriously to believe 
that by this action India ex¬ 
pected to Lsolate South Africa 
in international sports? If the 
last was the belief, it is more 
than likely that the result 
would have been a direct .split 
in the sporting world with the 
white countries including South 
Africa in one block and tlie 
more colourful ones in another. 
In fact, there is no guarantee 
that even Pakistan or Sri Lanka 
would have supported India's 
line of action. Because-tf this 
kind of decision is carried to a 
logical end, g number of Indian 
sportsmen who have played 


with or against South Africans 
should surely be prevented 
from representing their coun¬ 
try. Ana where would that have 
left the Amritrajs, Kapil Devs, 
Dilip Doshis and others? Cer¬ 
tainly in a more precarious posi¬ 
tion than either Boycott or 
Cook, who have not been dis¬ 
owned by their own people. 

Fortunately, some sense has 
prevailed in this case, but the 
future of the World Cup hock¬ 
ey, to be played in Bombay later 
this year, still hangs in the 
balance, while New Delhi is 
trying to fathom the complex¬ 
ities and consequences of 
adhering to the Gleneagles 
Agreement and of accepting the 
principle of the UN black list. 

If, at the last moment, those 
countries which have had sport¬ 
ing links with South Africa are 
denied permission to partici¬ 
pate, the World Cup will be a 
shambles and the organisers 
and .sponsors, who have already 
spent over Rs 20lakhs will be 
up the proverbial gum tree. 

Hockey has always been cons¬ 
idered a game which is indige¬ 
nous to India, but it is a matter 
of tact that if the Western coun- 
trids had not taken to this game. 
It would have been limited to 
the sub-continent and eventual¬ 
ly would have died an un¬ 
mourned death. Whatever the 
decision regarding the future of 
Indian hockey, it surely must 
have now become clear to our 
leaders that sports in this coun¬ 
try can no longer be treated on 
a non-priority basis. It is not 
only the smgle most popular 
form of entertainment, but it 
also has many-faceted ramifica¬ 
tions. Apart from its more inno¬ 
cent foims It has been used to 
project the viability of a par¬ 
ticular political system, it has 
been used as a bartering agent, 
it has been used to raise huge 
funds and at times even in the 
form of blackmail. Surely, it is 
now rime that Indian sports is 
given more than a cursory 
thought The introduction of 
large committees, both at the 
Centre and the States, has 
served no constructive purpose, 
nor has the formation □/ imrious 
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Kapil Oav 

institutions to tram and teach 
sportsmen produced any cham¬ 
pions. The only way that India 
can make a mark in internation¬ 
al sports is to select a very few 
chosen games and to direct all 
its energy for their encourage¬ 
ment. And not to dilute her 
limited resources by giving aid 
to a large number of disciplines. 
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Sportsworid Serial 


First lime at Old Traflord 

At the age of seventeen George Best appeared 
for the first time at Old Trafford in 1963. It 
produced a tremendous feeling within him. 
This extract—the first in a series—describing 
Best’s appearance at Old Trafford, is from the 
book “Where do I go from here? George 
Best—An Autobiography.” This book is 
published by Queen Anne Press, Macdonald & 
Co, London, and is priced £6.95. 



M ONFY hiis iifvf! won led me and 
1 lan't reL.tll, during.' mv years at 
OidTraiioid,'< 'i >in )4 up and asking 
for a rise I vs,is |usl so iiappv to pla\ 
Nor did I fi. III SI Division football 
difficult That s still mv most vivid 
memory of mv fii sr team debut against 
WeM Bromwuh in only a veai 

before that menioi able C'belsea game 
How easy it was I was alile to go out 
there and do the same things I'd been 
doing since I was a kid It all tame so 
naturallv to me Whenevei 1 got the 
bail 1 played it iiistinctivelv, |ust as I'd 
■s^iwavs done, so I nevei had time to 
worry about trying this oi trying that 
Marking me they had (Irahant Wil 
hams, a Welsh iniernation.il left back 
with a re])utatinn as a haid but fair 
defender, and alter I'd taken a knock 
on the ankle in the tost half the Boss 
switched me to the lelt wing in the 


Lap of honour after the League Championship Cup in 1967 George ts second tram nght 
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sei Olid 1 was to pla\ many mote times 
.ig.iiii'.t (aaham ovei the ve.its and I 
lenieinlvei meetitig him at some tunc 
tioii .1 lew veais .ittei he'd letiied 
came up and said he wanted to look at 
me late to tace Ml he'd evil semi ol 
me was ms backside uiid the luimbei 
on ms shirt Not a hundred pei tent 
tiue, but a nice compliment tiom a 
likeable and talented tellow pm 
4ttei the West Biom game it was 
back to the Reserves and esen the 
(uTiioi sides with ms mates until 
C hiistmas 1 was <it home in Belfast on 
holidas when a telegiam ai lived tell 
lilt’ me to lepoit to Did I'lafloid 
111 gently lhat [leiiod aioiind Chiisi- 
mas and New Year ssas ottc n .i bad 
lime loi 111)111 It'S not enough lecos 
c'is time between games--,ind 1 
thought the\ needed me lo |)las in the 
Resers'c's In i.icl I w.is so suie that I 




The cover ot the hooh 

had till' chi ek lo insist thes tis me 
h.uk In Bt It.ist .it’eiwaids so I'd h.ise 
mole iiiiii' with ms l.imils 

Ms t.itllt I vv.is mme lontldeli! 

1 hi s d onh stud sou ,i u legi am it 
ihi s wanieci sun till ilit t n si leain he 
said with lhat woi kiiu'i hiss iilstiiict 
lh.it lutom.ilicalh askn.nvledges the 
101)101 Miice o' a I, It gi ,im 

No 'sas' I t'lld Iiiiii I'll be lucks lo 
lilt a g.inu' loi ilii Kisiisis" 

So wc look .1 liiili liel on II .Old ms 
l.itliei sson \llei tv iiu.’tin ashed (> 1 ai 
Bui nits on Busing Das I iiiteci dioji 
)ic cl lull h I hen ssingcis- Shas Hieitmiil 
.ind Mheit Qiiis.iil and hiougtii in 
Willie Aiideison iind mssclt toi ilu 
I euii I! mail li .It Old 1 1 at toi (I isso das s 
l.ilti Ihisi'int II was (Mil (iiinloi llie 
goals W e sson ‘i 1 and I si oi ed ms In st 
I eagui goal I hat ssas a Ii 11 itii lliiiil 
nisi .IS It ssas Moing lionie lo liiid ms 
tiiiriii III the local )>a))cis ,nul ms 
jiiiit'iiis so 1)1111 ils ))ioud and )ileasc‘d 
till me Atlei )li<ii I \s<is ,1 Ins) team 
leguhii and te.uns hki Sjuiis Vies) 
Itam Isiii'in and Iisii))moI ssouIcI 
))iosicle wondeiliil tlossing m.Dclies m 
ssliuli I could li.i)i)iil\ e\)iloit nut 
dc SI li))i ms skills I he S)iui s male lies 1 
lememhci with nni'h alteiiion I'l'en 
ihoiigli lli.il gieal side ot the l.lle 
I itlies ,ind e,iils Sisties ssas bicMktiig 
lip thev still li<ui a teinlic ie)i>itatu)n 
Im )il,ismg .ill.ickiiig looth.dl. and 
sshc'ti lilt ISSO ol ns met the aimos 
[ihiii ss.is II I'lneiidiMis Isso learns 
expiessmg tluinsclses hv attat king 
. 111(1 elite 1 1 .lining Iheie was no ciowd 
sK.leiice .11 those g.irnes eithei I he 
tans sviii too contented biinhlmg 
ssith aii|iieciaiioii .it sshai thev weie 
bemg otleied on the field 

L OOKINC, hai k <)n them, these 'vete 
some (it the liap)ncst (lavs ot mv 
lilt 1 ssas doing wli.ii i d ciossed the 
vsaiei to do. )ilas tooiliall tin one of 
the gieaic'st cluhs m the win Id And 
now that I'd signed puitessional 
toimv'in DKiJ. on mv seventeenth 
birthday—I no longer had the hassle 
over outside emplovmeni which had 





bulged me fvei sinie in\ aiiival at 
Old fiafloid III those dass ilu- 
tish and Irish rooiball XssoiKiinins 
insisted that an% suunttstei tn an 

bnuli'h lIuIi lietoit- he v\as seventeen 
must sit’ll as an aniateni vvnik in an 
iiutside .t«ib and tiain paittinu niiK 
Ihis was to stop the tlow ot talented 
kid*' tium Seotland and N'oiihiin lie 
land but to me it was an aiiatlii'iiia It 
meant I couldn't iiairi lull lime wiili 
the iithei apptentiies. and it onlv 
helped incieitj>e the leelin»j >it nisei in 
nv whiih dieve me mote and iiime 
into m\ self tontaiiinient dot inn ihose 
tnst iiiueitain months 

I'd alitadv been tinned down b\ 
Olemoian beiause 1 was too small and 
when I tnst went acmss te Old Tiat 
loid 1 »oidd neiei see whs this iiiipoi 
tain 1 imlish chill shnuUl have anv 
inteiest in anne tive leet tall weakliim 
whod been ie<etled i>\ a Keltast ciuh 
riie appieiiiiies looked so fit, and so 
Oin I-iu MiMoidie with whom I’d 
tiaielkil ten ihe ti lal. was nist like 
me a cKinnv httli Reltast kid with a 
ll.ii biiiad am-n' and when vse looked 
ai ill" lads wi weie Holin’ to tiaiti and 
pla\ with Wf well lonvinted llieie 
was no wav wt would make it What 
we toicot ol L.iinse was that between 
tilleeii and seveiiieen von stait nm"' 
inu tallei and tiiiinn out .indiheiliib 
'ii.idi Mill von Wile i’,i\eri the tinht 
mod Kill wt welt boili homesick and 
n.iiie wt hailn i e\i n known the l.aii 
i.ishlie iiiiket uiound was called Old 
lialitjid .mil had looked >n the taxi 
diivti as it he w.is ua/v when he 
.isked W hit h Old liatloMl-' at the 
sialion I li.il nif.'lil. in out dii;s at a Mis 
1 iill.iw.iv's in Llioilioii, all we lould 
ihink ahoni w.is noine. home I'.iii 
ispeciallv he missed his lamiK he 
lulled Matichesiei .ind I telt if he went 
haik, 1 wasn’t noini; tostav theieon iiiv 
own 

I III nest inoiniiie wlmn loe \i m 
'iioiin I iiileil s ihiel ^loul c.nlie liv 
toi ns I IK told inm we wanted to no 
Imine on ilie nisi boat Ihe look on 
loe's tail' was woi th i ememhei inn He 
Ills' oiildli 1 believe il I i ii h.id been 
on t Hill'd s honks suite he was ihii 
ii-i n .mil now he w.is lellinn ihem he 
didn'i vv.int lo stav t ten loi a tiul loe 
looked .11 111 and I ki'id of nodded I 
didn r li.iv e i in 's i hei'k it look me all 
mv lime to look .il loe 


T ill I lull Will Hood abiiui it, 
iIioiihIi and iluil s.iiiii dav we 
i .itn:lil the nichl It 11 v home ’o Keltast 
When mv moiliei i aim to the dooi tlie 
111 VI nioinine .In iieailv liad a heaii 
.niaik shi w.is sine I il hien up m 
nii.ihie' in till simii unit 1 w.is .iw.n 


The Spur matches 1 
remember with much 
affection. Even though 
that great side of late 
Fifties and early Sixties 
was breaking up, they 
still had a terrific 
reputation for playing 
attacking football, and 
when the two of us met 
the atmosphere was 
tremendous. 


b\ Ml Bitsbv rhdf United would still 
like mo ovt'i ihoio Then, when he MW 
flow rrniih I rt'Hietted not making the 
mosi lit mv chiinii's, he said he'd had a 
phono i.ill tioni Ml Busbv and that 
M.inihrsiei I niied wanted me in go 
lijik It W.IS Hie. I psvihulogy. but of 


.111. I ih.ii iliiv d situ im hnim No one I i.iuise I didn’t think <it that then 1 
iiMiiii lii'liive Id simph p 11 kinl Tin | iiini|)|.'l .it the news and the following 
I'.iL' .in.I lotim lionit luiiu'il ilown tht | il.n I w.is bai k at Mrs 1 ullaway’s 
nppoiuinitv fveiv kid 111 tile lontiiiv i whith was to be inv home ful all hut a 
di I ,iim .1 .)l Km niv i.nhi i imdei smod i In ml p.ii t o( mv Maiu hestei davs. Frtc 
mil ill pl.iiid It .Old Iiiiln 1 iiv m , w.isn ! so lui kv He h'*! one hell of a 
piislinii inio L’liiim i'.K k .ii.iihIii.iw.iv 1 liidiiiH liom his lailiei, and no second 
I'ui H.iii iim mil. Ill thin'. Imw .i.ipid I | ihanie I atei, however, he signed tOi 
nm.iii |..n I l.ci n W iilfiin on knowinp j Middli sliorounh. and we had numer 


mil ill pi.iiid II .Old Iiiiln 1 iiv m , w.isn ! so lui kv He got one hell of a 
piisli nil inio L’liiiii. i'.K k .ii.iihIii.iw.IV 1 liidiiiH liom his lailiei, and no second 
i.ui H.iii iim mu. Ill tilin', lu'w .i.ipid I | ilianie I atei, however, he signed tOi 
niii.iii |..nI i.c'i n W iili’uii mv knowinp j Middli siiorough. and we had numer 
II III'spiii,i III tile ihib .Old W.IS .issiiiid | mis li.ip|iv espuneiues and tvsiapades 

Wf... A p'liWil,,. w I'll! .uu-.ii>i Hisi'Uv nu the genin'; that diee ntmpaiisoni, mih Mathers and l^infidy 
1'* f ' tirs* fW' 't/iM 

ft .'if 











The One-Up 



Elegance ... 
Sophistication ... 
Exquisite Shape ... 
Quality Fabric... 
Fashionable 
Waist-band... 

VIP One-Up. 


The Yankee 



It's like no other! 
Latest fashion 
from America ... 
Thigh-huggmg 
trunks' 

Total comfort for you 
from VIP Yankee. 


The Frenchie 



The briefest of 
Briefs. 

The mood is 
modern,the style 
is very French. 
The Underwear 
IS VIP Frenchie. 


VIP Luxury Briefs. For the fashionable male. 


CASHH.9-U3 







Wvsl Ham itmi CnglancI capldin Bobby Moore is left watching as George rounds the last rieienaer to not up 
■me ul their snt goals that clinched the l96fi-6^ I engue Championship for Mam hestei United John Aston 
IS the United player in support 


playing together for Northern Ireland 
Those first weeks at Old Traftord 
were made hell by doubts, only on the 
pitch did 1 stop worrying, because then 
I could justiiy mv piesence by mv 
skills Nor that 1 liad any confidence 
that niv skills weie greatei than those 
ol others on trial l-ierv day we’d 
train, plav some live a-side, |oin in 
games with the amateurs and appren 
tices, and meet our lieiees -the fust 
team playeis Being Irish, the high 
light was meeting players like Harrj 
Cregg and Jimmy Nicholson Many 
Gregg was alieadv an Irish folk heio. a 
survivor of the Munich an disastei 
that gave him a special auia, even if it 
didn’t stop me sending him the wiong 
way twice in a five-a side match at The 
Cliff tiainmg giound That was me. 
though Oil the field 1 didn't know 
what to say to him, on the field he was 
pist another foothallei to tuin it on 
against 

But many rimes I walked away fiom 
that naming ground wondering if it 
was foi the last rime Maytie it was 
because no one seemed to take much 
notice of me I remember leeling out 
ol it bei aiise I had to c atch a bus to Old 
Iraffoid, wheieas some ol the other 
boys weie within walking distatue 
There weie piobablv pist as many 
travelling by bus but I didn't notice 
them And as I would leant latei, no 
one thought it iiecessaiv to leassuie 
me ot mv (dace theie because they 
thought I took It toi granted I'd be 
ofteied tonns But no even as the fitst 
week became two, and two moved on 
to ihiee 1 was alwuvs esr'^ctiiig the 
sympaihetu' band on mv sbouldei and 
those end of-the wot Id words, ‘I’m sot 
ly. George’ So maiiv other kids, play 
ets 1 thought looked better than me, 
had come and gone, |usi disappeaied 
You’d turn up one moining, someone 
wouldn’t be iheie, and you’d oveiheai 
one ot the othei lads saving ‘He’s gone 
home Tfic*v sent him home ’ A lot of 
the time you never had the chance to 
say goodbye 

E VK.N among ihc lads who stayed on 
theie was so much talent ihai I 
used to wondei how 1 tould make ir to 
the lop Just in my position alone--I 
was playing at inside forward—theie 
were people like Kamonn Dunpliy, 
Barry Fry, Bariv Grayson, Sammy 
McMillan, Phil Chisnall and Dave 
Latham all wing foi a place I used to 
think that it I had lo sit around and 
wait in line I was never going to get a 
game Obviously that isn’t the wiy it 
works A lot of promising youngsteis 
seem to reach a ccitain point where 
they blossom quickly or stagnate 
Then, too, others are late developers 
But if you have the talent you come 
through, as 1 discc'vered that week in 
September ]96'1 when I couldn’t find 
my name on the team sheets for the 
Reserves or the Junior sides For a 
moment I thought I’d been dropped, 
and I don’t know what it was that 
made me look at the first team-sheet. 
But there 1 was, not as a player but as a 
reserve for the match at Old Trafford 


against West Brom What I didn’t know 
was that Ian Muir, who was listed to 
play on the right-wing, had a groin 
sttaiii and that the Boss thought 1 was 
leady tor a run at the top “rhe only 
reason they didn’t tell me on the 
Friday was to save me lying awake all 
night with nei ves They needn’t have 
bothered That’s something I've never 
been tioubled by But 1 was in a da/c 
when the Boss took me aside at 
lunch—we used to go to a local golf 

Best at It enjOYing every moment ot his football 
hfe 



club for our pre-home match meal.s— 
and told me 1 was playing I remained 
111 that daze until we lelt tor the 
ground 

At tiialls plasing loi (he tii,( tune at 
Old Iiaflotd leiii.iiiis to this cbis im 
IKissible to es[il,iiri But I'll aiw,ivs 
lenienibci that tiettiendoiis leelmg of 
lutiiiiiig (lovMi ihe Iiiiiiiel and mil on In 
the pitch ,\s you enieige lioni the 
tunnel the* i lowd diiectly opposite' ate 
the Inst (n s|)ot (lie pl.ueis and that s 
when it stalls I Ins eiini minis inai As 
sou ( nine mil mi lo tin piti li ii's .innosl 
as it some giant Iniiul is luining up ihc 
vtilume cmltlol the noise |ust geI^ 
Imidei <ind loiolei uiiiil il stems to 
teach an e.ii-sliailetitig tliniax I'd 
e\|)eitent ell iiolhing like it m trie lile 
It was lilt Inst little lilt It.ins on ihi 
hack ot rn\ net k i vet ^tuoil lo .iirien 
lion I veil kill I III IDs i. Ill el plasiog 
•11 lueii>n(il Ol Beilinas I siadm '.i,i 
1 . 11 / Ol in limit ot 1 f(l 0(10 at Ke.il 
Miidiid's Keiinibeii Si.nliotn notliiiic' 
c|iiilt' loliip.ileil wall III. It Inst lime (11 
Old liattoid li will III ibiif iinlil I 
(In Once the i’,,oiu- w.is oodi i w.is I 
was iiliMoiis ot ilie noisi thougli I 
llnnl> suIkoii,! lousK some .itUiled 
bs ibe swell ot (lowil .ootids Itiilo’t 
Dick i'laiuis tioiik It oiii',lil li.ii. been 
itu iv.ue ol .ippkiose ili.ii i.iosed De 
von I (nil to s|ii.ivsl .Old tall ssln o In 
was SSI II ( le.ii 1,11 till 1 on o, m du I'Tili 
Gi.iiul Natimi.d ‘ Bin howi m i v.i li son 
lan sbul mil the noisi sou i an ' 
esc.ipi ,oi .iss.iiLiie s ol I In .itinos 
plieie, I spei mils soiin-sshiii like Old 
I 1,1 1 lot d I In 1 e s ,1 sjii t ml It < ling el 
tliai place isin il smi'i) a.iioloir, mi 
die l-in))ts leil.ites in tbi middle ot 
sioiiiin 1 ssilli lilt go,il|>osis I'liiif the 
glass giowing loiii.' .iiiil dn mils Miiiiid 
ibe biingirig ot ssotkineiis liamiio i . 
eihoiiig aioiintl die Maud. 


Cover Story 


THE TOUR IS ON 

In a dramatic, last-minute reversal of its stance, the Indian Government has 
allowed the MCC to tour the country with Geoff Boycott and Geoff Cook. ASHIS 

RAY recounts entire episode from London 


A nd, so, Keith Fletcher’s side are in 
India Three one day internation¬ 
als and SIX Test matches ahead ot 
them, their thoughts, as also the 
ruminations in the home camp, art- 
now restricted to cricket Tactics and 
strategy rather than political pte.ss- 
ures, the worry tor the next thiee 
months 

Vet, onlv a week htdore the team 
dejianed from England, the tour was 
virtiialls olt All 16 members ot the 
team, geared up for India, were a sad 
and dis.ippointed lot, faced with the 
somewhat unattractive alternative of a 
visit to New Zealand, where not only 
were the Test and County Cricket 
Board likely to lose monev, but where 
the atmosphere for the game is not 
tjuite the same as in India 
What saved the tour^ After 11 days 
of agony, it was the statement made by 
James Victor Gheho, Ghana’s perma¬ 
nent ic'piescntative in the United Na¬ 
tions and the chairman of the I'N 
sub c-ommince dealing with the imple 
mentation ot UN resolutions on South 
.\frica, in London on Monday, Octobei 
2b that set the ball rolling towards a 
scilutinn 

The smartly attired diplomat spelt 
out III a timely Press conference that 
there were three ways in which the 
tour can go on one, that Boycott and 
Cook are dropped Two, that they 
withdraw voluntarily and three, they 
give an undertaking that they will 
never play ci'icket in South Africa in 
future 

The fust two options were, natural 
l>, highly unpalatable to the English 
diithonties, not to mention the* two 
playeis But the third choice was, 
obviously, one to consider But even 
heio, the TCCB would be on iiskv 
terrain, exposed to court pioteedings 
against them, if thes torcibly pie- 
vented a cricketer from earning his 
btead in Ills coiintiy, namely Britain, 
deemed peilectlv legal Moreover, 
thev wc'ic* .iverse to pressurising any 
plavcr into giving a guarantee, and 
Biivcoit and Cook were said to be not 
panic ulaily keen about committing 
themselves so imequivocallv ‘What if 
this IS my last official tour.’ Bovioit, 
who till lied 42 last month, must have 
thought While Cook must have told 
himself ‘What if I tail in India and 
ncvei get anothei England i h.itice ’ 

So. a device, a face saving formula 
lor both parties, if you like, had to be 
tound And it was the TCCB that took 



Indira Gandhi World nl cricket qratolul to her 


the initiative Alie.idv while the Indi¬ 
an Piime Minisiei, Mrs Indira Gandhi 
was in l.onilon. hei attention was 
diawn to Boycott’s obseivaiions on 
apaitheid in his leceiit book 
“I hale apartheid . and the system" 
he had said Only a few hours earlier, 
when aniving in the British capital. 
Mis Gandhi had st.ited that ii would 
make it easitt lor the Indian Govern¬ 
ment to allow the tour if Boycott and 
Cook were diopped But, appaientlv, 
on landing in Delhi she made a point 
of referring to the Yoikshirc-man's 
mentioned assei turns 

But that was not enough The TCCB 
having appieiiatc'J the full meaning of 
Mr Gbc-ho’ views, piepared an aide- 
memoire lor the Indian Goseinment, 
which they submitted to the Indian 
High Commission here for onwaid 
communication to Delhi In this memo, 
the first point that was emphasised 
was the lettei, whic h had been sent to 
British County cnckctoi* in August 
waining them that they would be en¬ 
dangering their Test futuie if they 
undertook a visit to South Africa with 


a team ol international standaid The 
lelevaiit paragraph in the letter said 
"The Board wishes to make it cleai 
chat any cricketei who takes part in 
anv such international or representa 
tive match in South Africa could, 
theieby, make himself ineligible foi 
tutuie selection tor England" In le 
spect to the two plaveis at the centre 
of the lonti oversv, they explained 
That Boycott went to South Afiiia last 
winter essentiallv lot a hcilidav Tw'o 
that Cook took a winic*' |ob coacfiing 
voungsteis o) all races, while playing 
tot Eastern piovime, and three, thal 
both playeis have expiessed thi-rn 
selves opposi'd to till' pi inciple and 
sysiem of .ipaitlieid -Bovimi ui his 
book and Co'ik verbally It was .dso 
revealed bv Geoi ge M.iriii, c liaii man ot 
the TCCB, tfiat both playeis tuid dm 
ing the < I ISIS given assiiiantes that 
they would abide by tfie c-iuuon cor 
tamed m the ItCB letiei 

Ot course the Indian Govi-innic-nt 
musi have noted that the woid "could" 
and not ‘'would” was used in tin- 
leitei, making it sound less emphatic 
Indeed, they miisi have also taken 
stock of the rCCB’s stance on mill 
viduals going to South Atiua Ihe 
rCCB. in tact, made i( clc-ai lh.it thev 
do not object to indn iduals making 
then own .inaiigemenis to coach oi 
devi-lop then lateeis in South Af'ii t, 
and refused to ask anv (tickeiei to 
give imilert.iknigs on this count In 
fioth instances, then ple.i was that 
legal constraints pii-cliidc'd a more 
strident attitude 

The Indian Governinetit dillv di llied 
from the day the possibility ot a ban 
was brought undei locus two months 
ago Unable to make up their mind, 
unsure ot the facts, uncertain ol the 
domestic and intei national implica 
tions, they put out a st.itement one day 
and contradicted n the next I'liiallv, 
the fortnight's taniasha kept not just 
Britain but the entiie Commonwealth 
on tenteihooks The big question was 
Would ciicket survive’ If the fndian 
Government weie go.ng to be satisfied 
with so little, why cieate such a fuss’ 
Indeed, the only plus point the interim 
hardening ot attitude might have 
accomplished is future vigilance on 
the part of all cricketing nations about 
encouraging any links with South Afri¬ 
ca, even in the case of individuals 
going to coach multi-taciai pupils But 
to eradicate all confusion, the ICC 
must adopt a'res,>lution empowering 




Gootf Cook Al tho centre ol controversy 
along with Boycott 

Lrii.keting .luthorities to act likewise 
And It IS also necessary to re-negoiiate 
the draft of the (lleneagles Agice¬ 
ment. The accord as it stands is a 
useless document 

But the world of cricket, and the- 
world of sport have leason to be grate 
tul to the Indian Goveinmeni They 
have surely saved cricket, and prob¬ 
ably sport, from catastrophe The cri¬ 
sis that has been overcome was no 
ordinary obstacle It was enlarging 
Itself for days and months, and had the 
potential to destroy the game in us 
present form 

The first hint of a somersault in 
India's attitude came with Mis Can- 
dill's statement to repiirters during the 
Cancun Summit Asked if she would 


change her mind about the MCC tour, 
Mrs Gandhi said- “There’s no ques¬ 
tion of changing m> mind, ipause) 
Because 1 haven't made u up vei “ 
This, coming aftei the Political Advis 
ory Committee's recommendaiion. 
meant that theie was a noticeable 
change in the situation riicii, in 
aiiswei to cpiestions in l,oiidon whete 
she staved lor jiisi a da>. Mis Caiullii 
w'cnt hitther She praised CeoM 
Boycott’s stand on apartheid iinplving 
that the Ifngland oiieiiei’s sentiments 
legarding white oppiession could be 
enough to waiiant a lepiievc toi him 
She was retelling to his leceiiilv 
published dutobiogiaphv That left 
C.eotf Cook, the debiitanl who came 
out unecpiiMK alls' agaiii-.! the U N 
black list sponsoieci bv a gioup in 
I'ngland It was hoped he would come 
out with .1 '^atenieiil sasing lie would 
have no truck w ith South Atm a lieiu e 
tortli 

Theie was, thus, a stalemate when 
Mrs Gandhi arrived in India And she 
did nut immediately piochiim a solo 
turn, partying reporteis’ ipiestioiis 
with a “Let’s see" 

HE news ot the alleged Indian 
Goveinmeni decision to dist'ar the 
two plaveis leached London on the 
evening of liidav the sixteenttt The 
agency messages claimed that the Poll 
tual Atfairs Coniinittee of the Indian 
I'dbinei had decided to relusc permis 
Sion to B'ivcott .Old Cook to plav in 
India Another souiii embellished this 
point b\ saving that a C abiiiel Minis 
tei passed on th< irifi,imation So, 
what all waited tot was an ofiicial 
annonneenu lit Rut it rievei came In 
deed, reacimg to the stones in Indian 
papeis, a Government spokesmiin is 
said to have insisted that “no iirial 
del ision had bei n taken ’’ 

But the Indian Ciicket Boat cl com¬ 
municated to then English couiuel 
pan that sucli a conclusion h.id lieen 
reached bv the Iiidi.in I'loveinnieiii, 
and asked foi the omission ol Boycott 
anti C ook from ilie touting party '1 his, 
the '1C( B took lip O') Moridav, and the 
following (lav nsned the stalemeiil 
ackriowledgiiii.' iecii|n ot the Indian 
Cricket Boat cl lelegiani, and oiitli'iing 
then own leai tioii 

Referring to the BCCl’s lequest to 
ban the two ciicketeis, the TCCB re 
sponded “It will not be possible ro 
accede to this reiiuesi " But the cric kc. 
officials here added “We have tillered 
to meet the Indians anywhere, .tny- 
time Wc ate picp.jiecl to do anything 
to keep tfie lour alive apart from 
compiomising our piinciple ovei the 
selection ot the team" 

They are also believed to have made 
out a case for the lifting of the re 
ported ban ciiiiig that Bovton's visits 
to South Af'ita since ihr break in 
L-.ngfai. f’s trickel illations wiili that 
couiitr) have tieeii in the nature cl 
holiihrvs. while t ook. aithougn a parti 
Lipaiit in the Currie Cup. was, at the 
same time coaching loioiiied \oiilhs 
111 Easieiii Piovinte 

These aigunients weie, apparentlv 
on-passed to the Intiiari (^oveinnient 



Cteolf Boycott Dtilorriiint'i* to hro^th Iht es 
ol Gary Sohor'j 


Bill in the ahsi 111 1-ol the I’lmii Minis j 
lei who fi\ ihisstiig' was 111 I iikuo in 1 
Ml sico lot the Noiih'soi’'M < onlei j 
elite, ihev Liili-d to ni.iki inm h In .id 
w.iy And ihiis ihe .l.ilein.il* .i 
i.ilher I'M III! i.itl’ig iini 'elm Pleiilv 
ol pti'iiie tails wen es« flanged I'l 
twi f n I he Iniii.m Bo mi ollui.il, .mil 
1 Old's, hut nothin)' i on'.ti m. 11 v < 
enit I (led 

Wild ruiiioiJis ol siJgf',e,noils .md 
louiitl'l suggestions tlo.iieil iniimd 
One tnainl.mied ihiit the fnili.in Crick 
el Boaiil ii.iil .igiied to iint an endi'i 
l.ikmg hy Bmcoit and Cook .‘\nothei 
stn sst'il 1 hal till 'I ( t B wmifif p: m iili 
.1 gu.ii.iniee lh.it on pl.ivi with South 
Mill ail '001,11 Is would he mi hided m 
liiiiiie teams to India Most .<1 llieiii 








Comments 

RAMAN StJBJBA ROW: If the deci- 
siun had mx gone the way it has, it 
would have been very serious for 
world cricket It would have had 
the effect of polarising cricket into 
black and white which would have 
done no good at all The Indian 
Goveiiimenr was in a very tricky 
situation, and we understood this 
all the way I would like to pay a 
tribute to them tor the way they 
have handled the situation 1 would 
also like to place on record our 
appreciation of the excellent 
effoits put in by the Indian Cricket 
Board, especially S.K. Wankhede. 

Now, there will be hundreds of 
England supporters who will go out 
to India and make many new 
friends 

' As for the players, the delay was 
unsettling, but we have put all that 
behind us. All I can say now is that 1 
am absolutely delighted, and look 
forward to an enjoyable tour. 

KEITH FLETCHER: The news 
came as a tremendous relief and I 
am absolutely thrilled I must say 
that the suspense of the fortnight 
was quire unbearable All we want 
to do now IS to get on with the 
game. As fai as 1 am concerned, 
sport of any kind can only bring 
nations closer together and I am 
certain even closer ties will be 
forged this winter 

I have bec-n loriunate enough to 
tour India twice before and I love 
the place I know just how know¬ 
ledgeable the Indian public is when 
It comes CO the finer points dt 
cricket J’hev worship the game in 
India and I know they will have 
welcomed then government’s deci¬ 
sion 

DONALD CARR, SECRETARY 
TCCB: bust of all, it’s a feeling of 
gieat toy and relief that the tour 
has gone ahead, and out long- 
st.inding and very happy cricket 
relationship with India is coii- 
tiruiing I am sure it will be a very 
mificsrnit; and exciting Test series, 
and I snicereiv hope that the many 
millions of (ric ket lovers in India 
will i>ii|o\ It I know that all our 
I>layeis ti.ive been paiticularly 
looking loiwiucl to the Indian torn, 
whu h IS (|iiite one of the most 
jiopul.ii ilie plavei > nndertiike And 
1 .im prep.ireil to suck mv neck out 
.irnl s.iy i-iiglanil will win bv two 
m.itches to one with three draws 

MANN, CHAIRMAN 
TCCB VVf well ,ill naturally de 
lighic’ii i\f leair. th<ii the Cnghind 
te.ini, ,0 oii('in,illY selected, would 
h* i.'cli omi-fi 111 hni:.! 

l‘■•o^m' the to’i) wr-ol.s in Oi toher, 
"I I ■,! t,' ''M IP iLi-tpieM' and clued 

■ nil -iiMin.miin v iit, the Indian 

>1 >1 r.o; T<f pies'di’lil Mi 

■ I'll :' li ■') I "r-n \\ I 11 III, 
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fliinian Siibba Row Absolutely ilelighted 


tirelessly to ensure that the tout 
took place. We, however, made il 
clear at a very early stage that 
there was no question ol our chang¬ 
ing team selection, nor of request¬ 
ing any playei to give undertakings 
not to ctmrh tn play as individual in 
South Africa in future. 

We had made very clear to the 
Indian Uoveinmeni, thiough the 
help of then High C't>mmission in 
London, m ' total opposition to 
apartheid We ,iImi releried to the 
letter which was sent b\ the TCCB 
to .ill Coinifc ciiiketers cpialdiod oi 
about to hi' qnrdified ftii Kngl.ntd 
(the 1(rtei ol warning) 

\t e al,o n’ ide tJeai the positions 
ol (.••of) I’.oviiitt ii'id (jf-ofl Cook 
vh-'-h Wire <'s follows 


(11 Boycott went to South Africa 
last wmiei on holiday and did a 
little coaching 

|2) Cook took a winter |ob 
coaching youngsteis of all races 
and played for eastern province. 

(3) Both players have personally 
expressed them.selves against the 
principle and system of apartheid 
We had explained that we do not 
obiect to and aie legally unable to 
prevent individuals finm making 
tlicir own arrangements to coach or 
develop then careers in other coun¬ 
tries, including South Africa, dur¬ 
ing the wintei months 
i'in,illv, we aic dll veiv much 
looking foi watd to the tout of India 
and to seeing the liidi.in team in 
aciioii i>\et hiie again next 
Slimmer 



were denied, and more significant, the 
suspense (.ontinued 
Tnen, Mr M.A Chidambaram, the 
Treasurer of the Indian Cricket Boat <1 
cabled an appeal to ^rs Gandhi in 
Mexico, asking her to intervene. “If 
the tour was cancelled, it would cause 
an irreparable damage to Indian 
Cricket,” the message said Piime 
Minister, in response, issued a state¬ 
ment "This IS not a personal matter A 
lot ot other people and other govern¬ 
ments aie involved ” 

She. in tact, expanded on this le 
maiks <)ii hei arrival in London by 
saving “Many people in India would 
like to see the tour go on. but we have 
to take into account the views of othei 
governments ” Would she like the two 
plaveis to be dropped, one of the 
newsmen asked at the an port “That 


woald make it easier,” she replied 
with a non-committal smile But impor¬ 
tant Iv enough, she made it very cleat 
that she was in the Biitish capital foi a 
holidav, and contrary to popular belief 
in this country, she had no intentions 
ot sorting out the pioblem during this 
period “The final decision," she said, 
“would be taken in Delhi" 

HE intriguing aspect of the entire 
episode was that everybody was 
acting undei the assumption that a 
tmal dec ision had already been taken, 
wlieieas the otticial Ihdian Govern 
meni stand persisted in being that no 
such decision had been taken It was 
reliablv leained that the Education 
Miiiistiy in Delhi had recommended 
that no obstacle should be posed to 
Boycott or Cook Bin the External 
.■\ftaiis Ministrv suggested othei wise 



Keilti Fleichtir Will Oa aO/a to fulHI toe 
desire ol toa English seleclorsf 


And It was the latiei view that the 
Political Ailairs Cummitti e of the 
Cabinet favouied 

This being the case, and one goes -jn 
guesswork here because of the dis 
tance, the position was purposely 
leaked out s.-i js to test international 
and domestic opinion The Prime 
Minister’s foreign trip gave her 
strategists ample lime to assess the 
teedbiick, and also meet the impati- 
eiice with the plausible ext use that ihe 
‘Lady vtas out of the countiy, and 
tlieiefore. the verdict had to wait until 
her return A wonderful ploy, despite 
the pains suffered bv the players in 
both camps, whose primary interest 
was nickel, and the politiis ot South 
Aliica a somewhat, remote siihiect 

Now, apart from tactical angle, was 
the Indian Government right in stif¬ 
fening Its attitude? It certainly was. 
although people obsessed with cricket 
would probably disagree Foi a start, 
United Nations resolutions make it 
very clear that where political persua¬ 
sion fails, economic and other sanc¬ 
tions may be used against a country. 
And the South African regime being 
one of the most heinous in history, no 
effort should be spared to isolate it, 
and thereby force it to abandon apar¬ 
theid Another resolution, in fact, clar¬ 
ifies the position regarding the amal 
gamation of sport and politics by de¬ 
fining when It comes to South Africa, 
there is no distinction between politics 
and sport 

But, while these motions are more or 
less binding on all UN member coun¬ 
tries, the more detailed follow up ac¬ 
tions, like the cieation of a black list of 
sportsmen, are not, the reason being, 
this matter has not, as yet, been de¬ 
bated in the UN General Assembly, 
and even if it were to be adopted, all 
countries abstaining from or opposing 
the vote, would be within their riglits 
to ignoie It Yet, matters were quite 
smooth sailing until blatant violation 
of agreements, like the one by New 
Zealand m allowing the Sptingbok 
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Chris Tavare England batting is deoendent on him 


rugby tour, turned eveiything topsy¬ 
turvy as 11 were The anti-apartheidists 
focussed attention on Jackman, and 
got the Guyana Test cancelled New 
Zealand’s cricket tour of West Indies 
was then called off. All of a sudden the 
momentum for an all-round sporting 
bovt ott of South Africa, with severe 
penalties for noh-cognuance, picked 
up. Incited by the New Zealand action, 
must Afro-Asian countries appeared to 
become more sensitive And, India, 
simply, lould nut disassociate herself 
from these feelings. 

But, fur India, it was a nerve-racking 
decision On one hand was the im 
mense popularity of the game, on the 
other the politual principle 
Also to be taken stock of were 
factors like the World Cup hockey, 
trade with the African nations and oil 
at a cheap price Which to safeguard, 
which to sacrifice’ The perfect out¬ 
come vtiiuld be to wriggle out un¬ 
scathed in all respects But that meant 
a pause, a deep introspection, a bit of 
foreplay before the final chapter un¬ 
coiled Itself 

'I' all began, quite patently, with the 
Guyana incident involving Robin 
Jackman, who had played in the Cur 
rie Cup co.npetition in South Africa 
for several seasons And indeed, to his 
misfortune, has a South African wife 
It was inevitable, despite the Interna-^ 
tional Cricket Conference’s best* 
efforts to thwart it. that this episode 
would have a i epercussion on the 
future of world cricket 
But let us examinj what exactly rook 
place in Guyana’ The second Test of 
the West Indies-England series was 
scheduled in this territory, but a radio 
presenter in Kingston, Jamaica, just a 
few days before this match, pointed 
out the Suirey pace bowler’s past 
involvement with South Africa, and it 
had virtually the effect ot dynamite 
The Guyanese Government—a rep¬ 
ressive regime, but solid in its support 
for anti-aparthetd moves—immediate¬ 
ly served a deportation order on Jack¬ 


man And the general demand in the 
Caribbean amounted to the exclusion 
ot this player from the England side 
This was unacceptable to both the 
English Test and County Cricket 
Board as well as to the Cricket Coun¬ 
cil, which governs the game all over 
the Biitish Isles 

So, the England team under Ian 
Botham moved to Barbados, where the 
next Tc si was supposed to be played 
The weeklong negotiations ultimately 
lesulted in the abandonment of the 
Georgetown Test, but the remainder of 
the tnui. with Jackman still a member 
ot the toiiiing party, continued 

It was not as disastrous as once 
apprehended, but it left a bitter taste 
in the mouth for lovers of the game 
What had been at dispute was the 
contents of the 1977 Gleneagles Agree¬ 
ment— a charter signed by the Com- 



Robm Jackman The trouble started with him 



munwealth Heads of GnvenuBMt 
which, regrettably, did not expreu in 
letter what, at least, the non>whit0 
nations meant in spint. It spoke of 
discouraging links with apartheid 
South Africa. But to what extent was 
not emphasized in clear enough tenns. 
Nor were any ‘sanctions’ tor thoM 
failing to meet the expectations of th« 
accord The document did allude to 
‘nationals’—presumably meaning indh 
viduali>—but the terminology was left 
extremely woolly and ambiguous, end 
interpretable in different ways. In 
fact, once the Afro-Asian countries 
realised this, they began drawi^ the 
seveiest possible inference, while the 
‘white' lobby, not co-incidentally, per¬ 
sisted with thetr softer conclusions. 




Anyhow, at the ICC meeting last 
July,' the Test-playing nations re¬ 
solved—and the Indian Cricket Board 
were bound to this motion—that no 
interference should take place in 
another country’s team selection. Ab¬ 
out the same time, the TCCB issued a 
veiled warning to all County cricke¬ 
ters, which included Test players as 
well as prospects, that any trip to 
South Africa with a team of 'interna¬ 
tional standaid’ could jeopardise thctf 
Test future This was, obviously,' in 
response to attempts that were being 
made, and in (act, aie still being made 
by private sponsois in South Africa not 
without the tutelage of the SACU to 
lure ‘big’ names to a series of unoffi¬ 
cial Tests with the South African side. 
But the interest mg aspect was that the 
term ‘would' was intentionally avoided 
as its uMige was likely to be construed 
as a direct threat, giving rise to possi¬ 
ble law suits on grounds of restricting 
trade practices. In England, first-class 
cricketers make their living from the 
game, and it is well nigh impossible 
under prevalent British law to disbar 
them from going to South Africa Bri¬ 
tain maintain full diplomatic relations 
with Pretoria, South Africa are one of 
Britain’s biggest trading partners, and 
there are a few visa curtailments on 
British citizens, when it comes to visit¬ 
ing that country. And in a situation 
where most County players are jobless 
over the winter, and the South Afri¬ 
cans provide such good money for 
coaching and participation in the Cur¬ 
rie Cup, how can the TCCB prevent 
their cicketers from going to South 
Africa’ Moreover, theie is the exam¬ 
ple of the ICC and the 1CCB losing the 
case to Kerry Packer and his tebms in 
the High Couit here, which, financial¬ 
ly alone, accumulated to an expendi- 
tuie of a quarter of a million pounds— 
absolutely worthless, as legal luminar¬ 
ies insisted 

Of course, it may be suggested that 
Britain should nut retain any contact 
with South Africa whatsoever, and 
pet haps, iheir demeanour in this re¬ 
spect falls short of United Nations 
lecommendations But that’s a much 
larger issue, and not really within the 
domain of a sports paper What’s 
perhaps, more relevant is an account 
ot events over the past two months, 
that threw up the last ciisis. 
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S HESHRAO WANKHEDE, tb« 
President of the Board of Con¬ 
trol for Cricket in India looked 
relieved. He had everv reason to 
' be.Sarely 16 hours bacK the Indian 
Government had cleared the tour of 
the English cricket team which 
commences in the second week of 
November. Thus ended the 14-day 
drama which threatened the tour 
because the Endish team included 
two players, Geoff Boycott and 
Geoff Cook, who in recent times, 
have played in South Africa in their 
individual rapacity. 

How did the deadlock end? How 
did the events unfold themselves? 
On October 29, the Board had 
warned the English players that 
any future sporting links with 
South Africa m international and 
representative matches would 
Jeopardise their chances of selec¬ 
tion for England. 

Meanwhile, in Bombay, on the 
same day, die working committee 
of the Board met and decided that a 
clear-cut decision on the future of 
the tour must be obtained from the 
Government as there was just a 
week left before the commence- 
mmit of the tour. With time running 
' out, the committee decided to send 
Wankhede and Board secretary, 
Kanmadikar to Delhi to expedite 
the matter with the Indian Govern¬ 
ment. 

Recent events did not hold out 
much hope for them. Tlieir previous 
visit, a week before, to the capital 
had been frustrating and had given 
Wankhede little comfort. Re¬ 
marked a source close to Wank¬ 
hede: “1 have never seen him so 
pessimistic.” 

Among the other things they car¬ 
ried with them were the necessaury 
papers for sending one third of the 
tom tour guarantee money of £ 
2,44,000 in foreign exchange to the 
TCCB. The English authorities had 
been pressing the Board to remit 


this advance to them as per agree¬ 
ment. The same terms apply when 
India visits England. Wankhede 
and Kanmadikar also carried their 
pasiqiKut because in the event of the 
tour being called off they would 
have to go to London to sort out a 
few jpoints with the men at Lord’s. 
Obviously, they bad gone to Delhi, ■ 
prraareo for the worst. 

Tile scene now shifted to Delhi. 
In the recent past the Prime Minis¬ 
ter was not in the country. Her 
visits to Australia and Cancun 
meant that her final approval was 
delayed. The Indian Government 
reviewed ,rhe latest situation, in¬ 
cluding the United Nation.*, black 
list of 128 sportsmen and the 
Gieneagles Agreement among Com¬ 
monwealth countries calling for a 
boycott of those countries who have 
participated in South Africa 

Wankhede and Kanmadikar ar¬ 
rived in Delhi on the morning of 
October 30. The bespectacled 
Wankhede’s previous political affi¬ 
liations helped him to arrange im¬ 
mediate meetings with the relevant 
authorities. He had been a Minister 
and also the Speaker of the Mahar¬ 
ashtra Assembly- The hetic day¬ 
long artivin came to an end with 
the Political Affairs Committee giv¬ 
ing the green signal A triumphant 
Wankhede called a Press confer¬ 
ence in Delhi to communicate the 
happenings. After that he left for 
Bombay. 

The TCCB had in the past been 
calling up twice every day, rang up 
^in that night at 12.30 when the 
TCCB President George Mann and 
Secretary Donald Carr thanked 
Wankhede for their effort. Wank¬ 
hede on his part appreciated the 
co-operation from his English coun¬ 
terparts. And the cricket lovers 
heaved a welcome sigh of relief. 

HARESH MUNWANI 


Trouble has been brewing since the 
.turd week of August Indeed, it was 
shortly dtterwaids that the Daiiy Mail 
nentioned possible Indian Govern- 
nenr objection to playeis with past 
south AfiiCan links. The touring party 
lad not been picked at that stage, and 
n a wav, the .story published, embel- 
ished as it was by quotes fiom un- 
lanied Indian (ioveinment officuils 
3uth in Delhi .ind London, appeared to 
make sure that no ban on any of the 
;ilayets was in the offing II t.s undeni- 
ible that Indian diplomats in the Brit¬ 
ish capital have been quite convinced 
iboijt such <1 ban lor quite some time, 
ind had been touching on the subiect 
rather tie(|uentlv itv private conversa¬ 
tion But theie was neve, any official 
statemeiif on the niattei, and in anv 
:ase, it was mostly peisoi.al views that 
liad been uttered 


But once the PaiJy M.til posed the 
provocation, an official reaction was 
obtained from Delhi, outlining the 
point that the question of banning or 
not banning anyone could only atise 
aftei the team had been .selected, and 
that the Biiti.sh papei was 'jumping 
the gun' But more pertiiienilv. it de¬ 
nted the English cricket authoiities a 
claniication (hey possibly desiied 
piior to picking (heir side 
However, t* ey must have bieathed a 
sigh ot relief when, soon alter the 
announcement ot the .squad, an Extei- 
nal Affaiis Ministry spokesman in De¬ 
lhi extended the assurance that any- 
cme who was a British passport holder 
was welcome to entei India (Jeoffiej 
Boycott had not been objerted to liv 
any of the Caribbean Governments 
wht-n he was there earlier iii the year, 
but happened to be in the black-list 



WiIIk He will have lo utilise his experience 
to cause Irouble lot the Indian batsmen 


subst-quenilv piepaied by the South 
All It an Non-racial Ulyininc Commit¬ 
tee (SANKOC). as was Geoftrev Cook, 
an uncapiied plavei, who had cap¬ 
tained the Eastern piocmce in the 
Currie Cup last winlei Indeed, around 
the rime the IKiil\ Mail jiiece made its 
appeaiance, it iv.is indicated bv Sam 
Ramsamv, chan man ol S.\NROC that 
Boyc'iit w'oiilcl be clt-h led fioin the 
blacklist i1 he gave an uncleitaking 
that he would not play in apaitheul 
South All It a III future This giiaianiee 
had beeic olleiecl tiv Haul Haikai ot 
Sussex, who placed ihe Imal Fesl 
against the Austialiaiis this summer, 
icsulliiig in a luomju removal ot his 
name Hut all ihr- Voikshirenian said 
was tliai he’ll be guided b> the TCCB 
in the mattei 

But wiih the end ot Sepienihei draw¬ 
ing iieai, as also the Commonwealth 
Heads ot C.oveinment conteience iti 
Melbourne, the doubts began to le- 
suiface, with a clear signal Irorn Delhi 
that the ma.tei of Bovcoti and Cook 
ivas being reconsidered Two factors, 
ajijiniently had inlliienced this shift 
Ill attilude One vsas piessiiie from the 
African nations, p'lncipallv (ihana, 
Nigeiia and Tanzania and the other 
was the stiong feelings of Indian Mem- 
bets of the Hailiainent, in both sides of 
the Ilotise Neithei could be ignored, 
and It also became evident to Mrs 
liidiia Gandhi and hei delegation in 
Australia that the Afto-Asian bloc was 
m no mood for a compiomise As it is, 
India's has been a siridciil view on 
antiapartheid. Added to that has al¬ 
ways been the sentiment of Mahatma 
Gandhi's struggle with the lacists in 
South Africa Eor India, a standard 
beai er of the third world, to show any 
leniency in this campaign at such a 
ciucial jiinctiiie would, naturally, 
hav'e damaging c onseciuences in terms 
ot pic-stige and economics India could 
never adhere lo a weak policy on the 
issue And thus, the decision to ban 
Boycott and Cook 
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;! and almost gets away from ' 
i ^ it all 

, I 


C OM) thf Oiul ot till- SlMSDII. It IS 
li.ippil'. lilt' t.ishion niiuatl.us 
t'l sptMUl .1 (.llliplf til tM i ks » llltilllL; 

I (iiiiMi (Ut'isi.is in tt.iinuM limit's 
I iiniit'i lilt pit It'S! (it jil.uiii^ a 
iiniiiiMal iiiinilii I ot uatni s dt ^iKk 
1 ; \tlil til til.It tilt' iiatiit' III a 
, iiiiialili It Ml \ .iiiil as inaiu 

' ■ 'ii|ipi)iIt Is as piiisililt anil iii 'in 
I imii I'lii Mill In Hmiil’ Mt .t 

I’liiidUsK v.t' liati ht I'll til Piiilia 
■ lii^ .mil \nlimia loi X.inbuiii llnl 
I I ill I anil Han't Dllillisiiin itspci 
1 ' till li Imt this \i ai Ml' lifi.nil'll in 

' 11 I iililt liiiilici and nndi'i ihf 

I ' iMiini'i (.aliiiiiina (an's Ciukt-t 
■ I \* I' lanilt'd m Ins Xntiili’s all sup 
I P"aill\ till Nniin.in ('1111111(1 s bf 

' { lift It bin .IS ii^iial .IS iriiiih tni mii 

' -'Mil pli.lsnii .111(1 llli nppni tnilltl 

, ‘ If ( spinl 1 III 'I li 1 1 It III ’ IK \\ It'S 

M'li.inis ,111(1 il(( ndd IR'M bifv 
\('ii,ilK ilnii Mill .1 tcM ndd 

' bit MS sill li .Is Mil lii'liib, ( ( 1(11 s .nid 
: ‘sililit/ III ,id(l In iIk .ilii’aiK l.iind 

, , i.ii III nil kfH .mil biiilMtisii 1)1(11 

, .111 I I .11 nil \ pint nil il till bats i it s 
I ' UK I Idiik ni\ (/Mil t.MDO I, I \fi 

i I Inn li.iM'l ni):airs('d lilt' tniii and 

1 I Uni Id \ilM.i> , ki pi IIS HHi-ssinn .ill 

: ibi M.ll .lilnss till- \ll.llltll 

I Ills \lll'flfS dni'sll't ipiltt. ll.llf 

'bt illiki'lini; liisinis III linpiial 
I si.'inis III ll.ii badns, whiih ex 

I pl.iin.Mlix so niti n lilt mbt'i' (it (iiii 

LI imp b.itl In fspl.iin niii iinblt' 

I iianii In till' iitiini.inl n.ilixfs nt 

( alilnini.i N t't ihnsi' v\lin did 
imdi'isl.ind ulix Mt iiin sli.ii^thl 
.md 11(11 (I'll in t.isl iMst.' am not 
i.nii 111 enilnisi.isin And tlinx net'll 
I It lln I MO Wnodlt'x I’.iik triiki't 
Ik Ids that .(11 lli Ini.ll clubs b.ivt' to 
shall III L.\ ait' (iMtied bv the tiiv, 
mIiicIi is If spniisiblc bit iiiamie 
ii.iiut riinse lespinisible actually 
b.id tile dcct'iliv In (IK the oiitiu'ld 
jnil pit k lip the )’i ass. appai eiillv in 
dill llntlniii I Ilf ildbs ibf msc'lves 
dll tbcii best to niaiiitain the tint 
Miiki'is lilt's li.ict It) li'.iM'a thick 
I.ivei nt spnn);\ )(.ass on the pitch 
I's, ntlu'iMist' tl't's bast' .1 nastv 
iL'iidi'm s In disiiiieurate Ian Is 
iiipidls' I bus t'S't'ii thi' i;t'inle 
inediiiiii p.it ei t.iri txliact erioufth 
lili tn assakt'ti .ill bin the innM 
Schlilt sodden b.itsman 

\ leiiaiii loni' is.is set lot the 
I'lilnijthi on ihe Inst mniniiitt with 
a Mt'liome cliamp.iKiK' brunch Our 
host Kii.ti aiitec'd us sun lot the next 
14 dass, eseii !liou).th it took some 
time to bmak ihrou);h the smoj; ot 


the moiiiinit led Heinslev stayed 
loti); enough to make suie that none 
ot till ihani|i.mnt' is.is ssasted be 
line lollossiiiL’ the lest ot us to the 
poolside Kiimniii had it that l.A 
It.id not seen tain in Seplembei in 
' II s 1 hat iniisi n.iM be Jd 

Oiii schedule included two 
in.iiclit's a^tainsi itie SoutheMi (.'all 
tniiii.iii ( I It ket .'Vssnei.ilion, and i 
till bit; (I.IS .1 dmibit ssiikt'l com 
IKiitinii Mitli mall' iind lemale 
st.iis nt Hollsss'ond ssliiih it ivas 
hoped ssoiild lint the thousands to 
till I’asaden.i Knse Hnssl and initi 
ate them into out iioble an thus, 1 
suppose • nt out . 1)11 Ilf; them to 
itnoM aisas' then baseball bats so 
that out' das Me c.iii plav I iifiland 
\ I hA in tioni ot l(ll).lH)t) m C.ili- 
j biiiii.i pet haps tiiidiiif; a spate m 
liisiiesland' 

Ihe issn piopei' f;ames sseie 
both siiitabls it'kiM'd once sse had 
est.iblislii'd that none ot the opposi 
nun boMlt'is was likels to iival 
Mu hat I llnlclnif; in |>.iie, es'en 
I then, the spine and bat handle 
I Mt'it used nil lie than oiice in de 
I tenie 

I I ht' ii|iposi(ion. lompiisiiif’ folk 
I Ilf I imlisii. '^oiilh Atiiiaii 1 |uiet), 

I \si.in West Indian and eseii .Amei 
! nail dt'sieni would maiiils hi' ot 
I L'ood I liib staiulaid. with one oi two 
I a|i.ibit ot plaviiic; coniilv 2iid \I 
I liulei'cl one Nell l.ashkaii, spent 
I .iinif tniu siiih us at leitestei in 
. I'lHd, h.is'iiiK been discoseit'd on a 
1 pies ions s'lsii hv lack Hnkenshaw 
I I 'II liifthlif’hts, David ‘I.et it f(o, 

1 Ki'j; Mt I'lt' leatiited on oicasion. 

I fiiipniin); polilelv tioin ftullv ‘C'an 
I I li.ist that one'''' toi a skvei winch 
I ssould hast' won the tirsi march but 
msie.icl lauded veiv adjacent to 
mid oft I Bad luck, ReK ) And tht>n, 
duiiiif; the second Kanie, as the 
i('iipu'iil oi a siiif;inf> telegram 
OI it.niisetl in lelebiation ot his 40rh 
biiihtl.is hs' I lioiit>h11III ,)im 
('iiiiibt's 

fhe tnosi inipoiiaiit tiickel, d the 
least setioiislv plnved. tame with 
tht' das .It the Rose Bowl Not even 
Ian Hoifi.im paitnc'iinj'the Incredi 
ble lliilk. iioi lii'otf Miller with 
(hiistophei l.ee, could attract the 
Ivncles Ilf sjiectatois hoped for— 
and iifC'cled to till the stadium, with 
Its cajMciis ot 102,000 Them was i 
ct'iiaiii clis.ippomtinent di.sceinibic 
anioiif; the ciiic'ctois of F.vertcin 
li.ivel, whose baby this was 
Mosvesei atrei a tentative stait 
ahout 4 p Ill the competition 
stalled to waim np l)ressin(>-room 
facilities w'c'rc' spacious iAmerican 
tool hall teams number about 'iO m 
all' 1 t'cjuipped with KriKlish beer cm 
some sort oi lap, and, in keeping 
witb hint li.ick Cahfoinia, a mixing 
of the sexes, though out female 
'slatletters' all c ainc-teadv changed 
III their white knickeihockcrs and 
'(.'alitoiIlia (lOos (ticket* shuts 
The sun dimmed the lloodliglits 


glared, the temperature dropped, | 
and our giils sought lefuge in the ! 
massive Press Iwx. sited at the top i 
cil the 92 rows of seats more than 
I'iO yaids tiom thecentre of the i 
action, hut also full of tood and | 
wine to tefresh env ailing specta- i 
tens { 

Lou Feriignc) (the Incredible j 
Hulk) boi I owed t'loochie's 'box’ and I 
auiugi.iphed It beliire returning it. 
wild'.' the siarleites concentrated 
cm preseixing then fingernails if i 
the ball appioached—though mcist- i 
l\ It disappeaied many a mile over | 
the shell ( scjiiare boundaries, into 
the einptv spaces on one side or in 
among the ciowd on the other 
Fven the stais, ex|>eriencing click 
el for the fust time, managed the 
odd teal some blow, even allowing 
foi vety gentle bowling. My part¬ 
ner, Kick Anderson, caused one 
fielder to letire clutching his sto¬ 
mach All this immortalised by the 
two film crews that also occupied 
the field often at very close quer- 
teis 

K.ventuullv, Botham and the Hulk 
succumbed m the .semifinals to 
(liaham (iooch and Tristan Rogers, 
Austialian bom star and heart 
ihioh of Cenera] Hospital —and, 
ludging by the screams, al.su re¬ 
sponsible for the presence oi half 
the paying cinwd 

In the other semi-final Gower and 
Aiideison just defeated Giftord and 
Patrick Wayne (son of John), de 
spite no balls and some very slogg- 
able full tosses atiparently desig- 
nedto help them into the final 

So at about 9 10 pm the first 
California Goes Cricket final came 
to an end, and mv partner and 1 
came second For the stars their 
first taste of cricket seemed to 
enthral them As we celebrated 
next evening over cocktails with 
Ihe Bnti.sh Consul-General, they all 
seemed keen to repeat the opera 
tion if the chance arose. 

For the rest of us, no-one came 
hack flora Disneyland dis 
appointed Weary, pos.sibly, but not 
disappointed Put it down in your 
book as a place not to be missed if 
given half a chance Add the Grand 
Canyon A half day there gave us 
only a superficial but rewarding 
glance- bos Angeles, in fact, ha, too 
many options either in the cit-y or 
near at hand Most of us managed 
the tour of Universal Studios Vicki 
and I also took in a much more 
low-key but similarly fascinating 
tour of Warner Brothers Jim 
Cumhes took the fairground faith¬ 
ful to Magic mountain, while Ian 
Botham joined the Dodgers base¬ 
ball team for practice and slugged 
them further than Lillee and Alder¬ 
man Thiough It all, Duncan Fearn- 
ley, as team manager, found he 
could overcame anyone’s lack fo 
humour with another beer 
(j^MIITCSV Wivlon CncHOl Monthly 
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DAVID GOWER 


A l tweritv-fciur iMvid Ivon (low¬ 
er has plaved moie Tests than 
anv Englishman his age, and is 
lomnioriK regarded—when in full 
cry- as the most grfted England 
batsman of his generation But he's 
also been desiiibed as reckless, 
stupid and airv-fairy He was, in 
fact, dropped from the England 
side a veat and a half ago, but has 
I (‘turned with a* mature and more 
I esponsible appt oac h He was again 


given a rest against the Aiissies this 
siimmei, but his place in the squad 
for India was always assuied Now 
he IS one of the mam pillais in the 
English batting 

A '“pukkah" chap, there are all 
sorts of Lords and Ladies in his 
background A Siimijy Times probe 
into Buike's landed gentry and an 
aunt, exposed that David’s most 
distinguished directline forebear 
was Aduiiral Sir Erasmus Gower, a 




former Governor and Commander- 
In-Chief of Newfoundland The 
family coat of arms, in fact, is a 
chevron between three wolves 
heads then motto, irangas non 
flectes, means "vou can bteak us 
but not bend us " 

Down the vears the Gowers have 
disposed oft a lot of amareui sweat 
Dacid's grandtathei Llewellyn 
Owen Gowei, a |tidge in the Tan¬ 
ganyika t(*rritory, played cricket 
loi the Sussex Club and Ground 
Elesen while on leave In the l‘J20’s 
a great aunt, Phyllis C'laike, plaved 
hockev and lacrosse tor England 
At the same time. Captain ,Iohn 
Gower, an uncle, was a navv hur¬ 
dles champion David's father 
Richard, a Camtiiidge hockes Blue, 
was a gifted and promising bats 
man ‘‘In that era there was no was 
he could make a living out ot tuck 
I ft." sa's Dacid. “and besides, his 
I familv wouldn’t have let him ' 
Gowet was boin in Tunbridge 
Wells, but that was while his pa 
rents wore on leave, since his tather 
had gone out to ranganyika as 
Assistant District Commtssionei 
Today’s England 'tar lememhers 
little of his early days in East 
Atrica, except the ships in I)ar-es 
.Salaam harhuui and “hanging 
aiound stiav huts, rind drinking 
exceptionally sweet tea" with his 
Iriends, the servants' ihildien But 
one day he picked up a cricket bat, 
left-handed, at the (>vinkhana ( tub 
and was bowled at by his faihei and 
his mothei, .Sylvia, recalls “Even 
toddling along, he would middle a 
ball that was pitched up to him " 
On Kicliard Gov/er's retuin lo 
England in he became Reg 

istrai ot Loughborough Colleges, 
and thus, the seeds of a future 
Leicesteishire batsman were sown 
Gower won a scholarship to the 
I King's School, Canterbury, and had 
a session at the nets theie with 
Cohn I'dirseivice, the cricket mas¬ 
ter and tormei Kent and Middlesex 
player “My lirst thought was ‘my 
God’ this is the nearest thing I’ve 
seen to Frank Wool.*y,” I'airservice 
remembeis “It was the ncmclialani 
ease and grace ot his movements 
He didn't hit the ball, he stroked 
It—and with power, like Frank'’ 
But apart tiom the impression he 
made as a cricketer, he also coi 
lected three “A” levels, including a 
grade “A” m history His former 
housemaster, Chits Millar, savs “I 
once asked a group of tifteon-veai 
olds what they- would be-doing m 
ten years, and David sard ‘I’ll he 
captain ot England' ” 

That, however, has not come to 
pass But under the eyes ot Maurice 
Hallam, Kay Illingworth and .lack 
Biikenshaw, he went trom strength 
to strength at Leicestershire 
“What SI tuck me trom the start was 
his timing,” reminisces Illingworth 
“In twenty-five years of lirst class 
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uiikft I’l! iiiil\ scfii one iii.iii likt- 
!iiin I'lilm ('<nv(lii'\ With iIh> luiit- 
atti nipis .It (»\tni(l . 111(1 
l.titidiin l)t-hiii(l liitu, 

(l^)^^t•l (tlO, 1 f .[IIIIUU ll t" fill' L’\ 

l>i't t.itioiis lit Mi.iifdili. IK ll (till Ins 
Ii'i hiiii|iK‘ .li^.ntisl simi anil was 
stum it.iiK Int the ‘hn; linu " 

In Ins m.iKk'H a]ipt.MiaiRf ni 
I’t as 111 H78. ihn ins' It,ill lu’ 
mcivcd, ttuni laaqual All ol (‘.ikis- 
laii. III’ hnnki’d for tom It was a 
iiinst (rnph.illi intiv niK' T'l’sl 
iiiikit Hi’ ('Ol "iS It was a blisshil 
sunniu’i lot rlic “fioldfu bov", and 
lu brip.litfnid it with a kinuk ol 111 
.i(;airist Now /a’.ilatid at The Oval, 
and wlun lewaided with tlifyounu 
l-'tiKlaiid lapiaitMV. iiackcd lOH 
ciKiiirut iht' same lountrs Me re- 
tmiied fioni Austialia the lollowin^t 
wniiet with the hiK-hest Test avei 
.i|4e Ilf 42 I me pet iiininKs, and a 
few months latei thrashed the Indt 
an attaik to the tmie ol 200 not out 
at I-alKbaston Bnt the slide boKan 
therealtei L hinks beBan to show in 
hts loot work ,iiid defence And he 
stntguled loi tuns tiftht tip to the 
litsi lest .iKainst the West Indies 
last year, which lesiilted in his 


omission Itom the side 

Ol course, then' was never any 
doubt that Oowei would bi back 
sooner than l.iii'i .'Vnd indeed, le- 
U.nned his plate in the Test team in 
the (V’l’ieiiarv match And went on 
to dmionsii ite a new lestiamt in 
till West Indies 

Me ciinie ol .ipe, m fait, at Sabina 
I’.tik Hlaviiif; me type of innings 
that would have been bcvond him a 
year previonslv, he hatted more 
titan '•even horns to save the match 
with an uriheaten plainly the 
linest, most solid innings of hts 
taieei “In my lase fonceiitration 
lonios lti>m lonfidence," says Gow- 
fi, hut at the same lime agrees that 
siu ll aa inning was onec outside 
his grasji 

Pit tines of leopaids, wild tats 
and a (aguai adorn his house It 
matches weo with his instincts, 
which aif cjuitt feline, whether in 
the lovers or at the ctcasu His .11 
rests have produced 2,042 lutis at 
an average of 41 h7, whiih is re 
spec table, bnt more appieciable is 
his talent Gt.wer taking strike is 
essential viewing Kveii .10 runs 
tit’O’ his blade can be a delight 


GRAHAM 

GOOCH 

I I was 111 1074 that Graham Alan 
Gooih joined the Essex staff as 
all aitaikiiig batsman .And so tm- 
(Ki’S'.ed weie the selectors with his 
eiitiv into the fiist-class scene that 
he w.is III the England team the 
s.imt season tin the Edgbaston Test 
against '\ustialia But confronting 
the 21 veai old weie Lillee and 
Ihonison, and he could not have 
taied wiiise against them He got 
I iKuight in eaili iiiiiings. aiid didn’t 
gi’i ,1 look in foi another thret 
veai s 

Ml anwhile one day ciiiket. 
moiu't.iiilv and as well as in terms 
ol piestige was growing in import- 
.iiiie day bv (lav And Keith l-Teich- 
er. Lsse\\ laptain, deiided that 
Goiuh’s tiircing stvde was often 
wasted liiwei down in the order He 
.ilso telt. that in view ol the 100 
over lirst innings 'll championship 
games, the stoikilv built lad would 
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be much more valuable as an ojicii 
ei But Goodi's place as ati I'lmlanti 
openei wasn’t assured until after 
be WB» left out ui the first lest in 
Austrslia in 1979-80 
The man preferred to him, IVrek 
Randall, had such a lean time in the 
job that Gooch was hurriedly reial 
led for the next Test in Melbourne, 
and scored 99 befoie he was tun 
out Sometimes sporting a full 
beard, at other times a Mexican 
style zapata moustache and an 
overall appearance ot a Samiii.ii 
knight of old |apjn lit slowlv 
wniked his wav m taking the sti ike 
tn place of the ageing Bovc>iit 
However, when taking on the 
niightv West Indians at kind's ivm. 
summers ago, Gooch, at ti I -ft It sis 
was still vsithoiit a hundicd in iht 
highest lecel ot the game Hut iti 
that iTieelirig ai the ''Meti i ilu 
maiden centuiv amced in a cl' 
nous tashiiiii I he genial I ngli i 
mannotonh wnlisto al tin l.n'.m 
11 ■! in t li t ' e<11 Slime ij u 11 11 ! 
iKolieits ibilditig, (•.Hill' and 
t'lotti. bill ni.'ss.nrtd thei.i m i 


m.iniiei dial took the W'indies In 
siiipi's. Hi piimmellt cl 1 J-l HI >iil> 
^(1 O'CMS, an innings consideied de 
Vdsiaiing until the tollowing Apiil 
m Sabina Park Indeed, it was one 
of a 1)1 ace of hundreds in onlv lout 
Tests m the taiilibean Mote im 
poiiant bs this stage, the pan 
neishipwifti Rocceui had beeii linn 
ly cemented and. in tan esas I'lni 
uig out to 1 m- one of die most 
duialile HI die woild 
Bur Ills aggiessive appioaih 
I coked d( nnind , duH III is du i.ti .il 
poison III tdl Ti',,i.H'il- Hi'il'l'iii 
mmibi I iliiti piisiiiini K'-.iiiiii, i,i 
this Kin, nil s.tid 1 Ins i- non 
seiist 111 s bee II '111 I essliil ,i! 'iiiiii 
bei line ,iiii! nc c *■ bi i ii sm ■ • s^^ .li 
III til I . Hull' ubi.ns . 11 , 1 1 11 Ml ’ 1 Id 
Ic 1 hi ! .11 I t li.ll ni l ' I- li .M < 
dissi.i'il.ii ', "T|i< n HI' I. d't '111 
'I-S, 1 I Hu JMitllei l.,!i ill.if I .1 


I L( cinnstiiiii. Me tacit d avs.n com 
I'lcitK .igainst Kirn Hiigties' team 
I and li,td to be tested towaids the 
enti ot the senes Houis ot intense 
( otic c-nt I at inn appaieriilv. de¬ 
nuded him lit his appluaiion, and 
he was biiind vcantuig against the 
moMitg ball H-.s teei wi-n not in 
pioi'L-i |i,-sinon His binh not qiHlc 
bt-ltind the line and hn bead not 
over the ball (nukh is imi ocenlion 
a\ III his teihnii)UL' but at the same 
tune he does embiiiti the tun 
I il.irnellMls Net IleC ecei lluilllf 
die I'.Mi' %('i'1 s ag.ini.i tin \ii 
, s'l.ili.HlS 

' (,111kli Is ii tj.i.ihlitd iiivil niakei 

! .ni'l >Miiild ..1)1 1111 HI ii I'l i‘l 1 - .iiii.il 
' 'itki ', I ' I'.b ccidl 1 -SI ' liill'l lie 
' b.il' d t ,.>1 il .'I 111 ,He • ■ I .1 M.li'i 
' ill" I 1 , I , ' Il I In t '| ■! ' ,S > 1 .I.S 
\1 1 II 1 • .1 .1 ',..1,1 kei'i') - 
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Kapil Oav -had reason to curse dame luck 


Stayed on to play what he could poss¬ 
ibly consider his most memorable in. 
nings in this grade of domestic < i icket 
Patel's innings of 126 boie the stamp 
of authority and power. Tnitially defen 
sive, Patel’s innings was a grand mm 
ture of controlled aggression Ir Kao 
he found a fine partnci (57 runs for 
the fifth wicket o', which Rao coniri- 
buted 32) and atrei the Hyderabad 
all-rounder left, Roger Binny and Syed 
Kirmani picked up the threads to lend 
fine middle oidei support to then 
Karnataka team-mate 
What a far cry it was from 4 for 9 to 
222 for 8 when play was stopped half 
an hour before the scheduled close of 
the first day’s play If the South Zone 
players went foi their dinners on a 
happy note that evening, it was be¬ 


cause ol P.in-I's lii’ili.iiKe Ills (ciitiiiv 
took J31 iniiuiles, but tn.it h.wdlv . 
robbed n ol it ^ )ustie, • onsidering die 
cIIcuinsr.ini es .ind ilie m.inner in 
wliuh his ((ille.igue 111 ihi trout wi iit 
down Patel tell i-.iily the next d.iv 
altei adding thiee iiioie tuns to his 
ovei night 121 Inc ident ally the.e 
wtie the enl\ tiitis .idded to the side's 
oceinight total oi 222 loi « M.nlatil.il 
finished with gi.iiid tiguiesot 7 toi -Pt 
A fust iniiitigs store ot 225 ail out 
could hatdii. he desinbeil as icsiHct 
able, hut wh.it i h.ish ol it the Noilh 
Zone batsmen ni.ide even whiU- I 
uttemptiiig the Inst l<isk of gaming a | 
first innings lead Only (ipening hat> 
m.'in Suiirdei Ish.inn.i displayed keen j 
intent on setting up the base loi North j 
Zone’s first innings lead chasi with I 


-- 

some robust hatting But this initial 
phase fhitteied onlv to de« eive At 32 
Khanna's paitiiei (.'haiihan holed out 
to K.io oti Bmiis .iftei l.ibotii tug foi 77 
iliiiiules tot his 11 runs Moliirider 
Aiii.ii nat h, withoiil iiiiuh appaieiit 
pioc .11 inn It Ii to R.iu, iiat>ped 
phiiid' beloie the w ii ket Iw.i balls 

l. itei K Id got II It i.i le.ii up on Kiiti 

.A.’ad whoM-iiitb leplv itas a h.isis t.ih | 
will! h ■ .‘sidlt d 'll \ I'lik.it at b.ii kts.11 d | 
s''ii>il it'g .iitepliiiu .1 liilhpop lit ,1 ; 
, aiv 1| \ 

.siiiindei Kh.inu.i ill. oiily N.iith ; 
/iiiii- i'.itsni in wiiii .liiiwt ii it^oluno'i ' 
.iiiit tom u;i i.iii iiiio ilehai.dde , 

tillin' 111 tin I’lo. ep' 'iiiu; p.ut 
111 Idiip ;ii.it In shaied h his si iiiot 
tolle.igiit t liet.'ii ( hci.ili III, Kli.iiiri.t ; 
t iiiiii dinted 1 III i< .IS detiiniK no 
links to SI I' tie iiiiipiii , 1'I'll' iiidt X I 
ti'igi-i le.nli till tin ki tolioe mg ' 
) .nl.iv's .ipt*' li I'll .1 i .iti I’ ,it leg slip ' 
I'll Uiiui’. rin I. VM 11 III.lie. pt oph 
.iiomid sslio In id's, il th.'t tin b.ill 
i.iine iitl Ins light p.id 

.\patl lioni Kli.iim I the mils Noith 
/one bat iti.m to i ome up VMlh .m 
innings ol s.iiiK siibsl on i ss.is S.eh 
p.il Sh.iima but iii.t wtiiii .se iveie 
]■ IIiking lot ss,It (I to ,1 1 lorn n iiings t. out 
him, 'ht .stall bank li.il'iii.in pl.ised . 
.Ill .iinbilious shot s' lin h in.ili lied 
neilhet thest.it. of tin wuket nut ifie | 

I IK uniM.i'ii e • III ii .1111 vs.i. Ml ill'll 
Shaim.i .nil ittpied I'l i iil .i liili.il oil , 
1)11 .ik liom \< Ilk.It ii jgh.ii III, bill I'll 
(led lip b\ h.ising tin motldn .itioi) ol 
Siting ihi b.di iiiikh lilt Ins b.It md 
s|)it'.idi agh his slump. Nmlh /otn 
well 'oi 7 ( iheit .ihoiil . ; 

Ihi < I< g.inl Nsfnik Mdhoii.i w.is . 
lollleil >il till othi 1 end bs In > s!. ippei i 
K.ipil I )> s .mil the two set I h d doi' ii to ; 
somi si If,lid. b.iitiiig I houi'h the duo | 
sveie held on ,1 I iglil le.ish, tin s [disi'l ] 
wiilnii *h''m-(lsi‘ iml wen imsi jia . 
latiil until i.im pii in.ilmels '.tot'ix d 

I>l.ls till the .ei Olid d.is I ol South 
/.out olt '.piiliu I 5 .III.IS h.idtii'.iii' . oi 
5'5 'Ml, \’i iik.il ll loi 25 I boss led 1 1 'dil 
.ind leg spinnei \.n ..' ntili.i K.io i2 toi 
f 1 1 SS.IS I athel 'Illli'.U.dls l 'ilisisleill III , 
hue >ind iengih Itiniis i xplmti d the I 
slukv' p.it) I. .11 till ( hmih I Mil. Iml 
Su'iil \ .ilson, the 1. 11111 'I \oilh /oin ! 
ami ilellii niediiim p.n ■ i t.iileil t.i ^ 

m. tke use ot theIn ss.i- g.i'i it j 

When tarn h.ilted pl.e pi>'m.iliii> Is | 

on thi SI i oii'l 'l.is, Noilh /mn weie | 
I IK toi 5 and int< test m tin ni.il' h w.e. 
still high but 'll. SSI .'till 1 s\ ,.i tioin I 
b.id Ml ss.iisi .ind iiol I b.dl loiiid bi I 
liosslt'd Ilf till' thiiil . 111(1 louilh d.ts ! 
I-yen nil I he tii'.i livo •! iv, .ilO mi i 
nulls ot pi.IS w.is lost hO mniuK", on 
■ he Inst (l.is Old 150 on tin seioinl | 
(las Ihe ill l.iti'd niatih ssIm h h.id to i 
h( de( l.iM'd .lb indoiled .iiid the win ' 
'It I (lei ideil on 'Ik spm oi .i com will | 
he leiiK iiiln-K d foi the m.istiiK m ; 

ning,'. ol 12b hs bii|esl> I’.del M.idati 
lal’s gland ligi.res ot 7 sviikels bn t9 | 
mils ami, ol ionise, rlf i.iiu g.ods sslio ' 
pl.ised siu h spoilsp'iits 

A CORRESPONDENT, 

T rivandrum ' 
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TCSA TOURNEY 

Cricket carnival 
at Digwadih 


THE recently-concluded Tata Col¬ 
lieries Sports Association Invitation 
Cricket Tournament at Digwadih in 
the coal mining district of Dhanbad 
has once again proved the adage that 
cricket is a game of glorious uncertain¬ 
ty This year Samar Pal, an ardent 
cricket enthusiast of Calcutta, got 
togethei his own selected XI and upset 
the applecarts of more lenowned 
teams 

In the ciuarter-finals, Samar Pal’s XI, 
compri.sing mainly of cricketei s out of 
favoui with the Bengal selectors, had 
the last laugh as it out-witted the CAB 
XI by a margin ot i'i runs It was a 
piestige issue ol sorts and the expeii- 
enced ciicketeis sealed the fate of 
.ispiring cricketers in no uncertain 
mannei 

In the semi-tinals once again Samar 
Pal’s XI proved their mettle bv scrap¬ 
ing past the Bihat Ranji Trophy squad 
by .1 tuns in a verv exciting encounter 
With two convincing victoiies under 
the belt Samai Pal's XI bru.shcd aside 
tlie challenge of Calcutta-based M N 
Dastur & Company in the finals It was 
basically a tame attair Altei dismis¬ 
sing the opposition for a meagre 114 
all out, thev laced to a tot.il of 437 
thereby claiming the thieeday final 
on fust innings lead despite Dastuico’s 
late rally ot ifr'j lot ft with Kisan 
Pamaiii contributing a flawless 103 

In thcMi halt ot the draw Uastiiico 
legistered a magnificent two-wicket 
victors over the reigning champions, 
the State Bunk'of India, Calcutta cir¬ 
cle An exciiiiig semi-final it was SBl 
notched up 257 runs in 5 overs less 
than the allotted OO oveis Copal Bose 
with cleser variation of flight leturned 
an impressive analvsis of 4 for 66 Next 
dav bBI fought back gallantly through 
the Iion-heatieci Subiata Poiel (2 for 
70) and the nagging accuracy of Suinit 
Shome (2 foi 58) to i esinct Hast urco to 
205 toi 8 wickets with rugger interna¬ 
tional Nandv Chaiidarvaskar hitting a 
lusty 67 But thereon Raja Venkai (82) 
combining composure with judicious 
strokeplay weathered the storm in 
company with the cool adventurism of 
Ashok Chowdhiirv (20) The pair 
stayed together till the last nail was 
diiven til the SBI coffin 

Dasturcu’s quarter final opposition 
was ‘Ranchi-based Mecon The en¬ 
gineering consultancy firms’ fixtuie 
was the only mis-matc h of the tourna¬ 
ment as the foimer ran awav easy 
winner by 165 runs For the record 
Raja Venkdt stored an elegant cen¬ 
tury and the ex-Rajasthan middle 
order batsman Anjan Roy gave glimp¬ 
ses of his past form by caressing his 
way to a relaxed 81 Sanjay Raian 
claimed 4 wickets for 108 luns Mecon 
could manage only 248 against the 


guile of Gopal Bose (4 for 58). Ex-Bihar 
Ranji cricketer Neel Kamal providing 
some resistance with a neat 76 
This year’s tournament will surely ! 
go down as Farasatullah’s hour of 
glory The left handed all-rounder bat¬ 
ted magnificently to score two con¬ 
secutive centuries First against CAB 
I XI in the quarter-finals and then again 
I against B S Rau's XI Farasatullah has 
1 proved to be a veritable thorn to the 
I B S Rao’s XI team La.st year also he 
I played a confident knock of 160 odd in I 
a vain effort to save the match against | 
i B S Rao’s XI This year he went one 1 
1 step ahead Other than hitting two . 
j centuries he also helped himself to 
I five wickets against either side. The { 
I cool, composed left-arm orthodox spin- i 
I ner followed the cardinal viitues of j 
I length and line In tandem with off- j 
I .spinner Buddhadeb Mitter, who has 
I neither lost his ability nor his positive j 
I approach, Farasatullah formed the 
most dreaded spinning combination of 
the touinameni F.s'en in the final they 
lan through Dasturco’s innings captur¬ 
ing thiec wickets each 
Another cricketer who did no harm 
to his reputation was Prabal Ghosh 
Known foi his consistent batting re- 
ciiid. Pidbal helped Samar Pal’s XI 
through scores of 64,16 and 206 in the 
three matches The reliable opening 
partnerships of Prabal Ghosh and 
Farasatullah contributed greatly to j 
their team's victory in the cham- i 
pionship ' 

Anothei batsman who caught the | 
I eve was Raja Venkat One year in the i 
I Leagues in England has dclinitelv | 
I given him a sense of maturity Raja i 
I batted freely mixing caution and 
aggression in right proportions The 
fact that he did hot let early chances 
atfeci his batting spoke volumes of his 
temperameni His teaebnique was 
sound and if he can keep up the good 
work, one should hear a lot about him 
j in the near future. 

I Of the current Bengal Ranji Trophy 
1 cricketers none really impressed 
I although voting Amit Chakravarty 
I showed a marvellous inclination to try 
j his best whether batting or fielding 
I Among the Bihar cricketers Han Gid 
warn batted splendidly to score 1.30 in 
the only innings he had 
Among the quick bowlers Subrata 
Porel (SBI) and Randhir Singh (BS 
Kao’s XI) bowled their hearts out as 
they always do Subrata Poiel was 
definitely unlucky as no less than four 
simple catches were floored off his 
bowling Randhir Singh bowled with 
untiring zest but could not rppioduce 
the movement he is capable of Of the 
others Satindia Nandy (Samai Pal’s 
XI) bowled with imagination Intel 
ligently blending away swingers with 


in-cutters he claimed four wickets in 
the finals However, he would do well 
to rectify his habit of running onto the 
wicket Nandy is an ex-Railway Ranji 
Trophy cricketer and one of the few 
Calcutta pace bowlers with a clean 
ai m-action 

Now that biings us to a very impor¬ 
tant aspect of the tournament, that of 
umpiring The standard of umpiring 
was coiisisteiitljr high throughout. 
Messrs Lalit Ghosh, Samir Sengupta, 
Rarhin Mura, Salil Das and Mihir Bose 
did a very capable job But unfortu¬ 
nately they too seem to be following 
then elders in East Zone cricket of 
pursuing a no-confrontation policy. 

These gentlemen who did duty at 
Digwadih are all men of learning and 
integrity Yet unfortunately rather 
than opening a new dimension to 
umpiring in East Zone, thev too fell 
undef ihe spell of their elder col¬ 
leagues, who have all along never 
botheied to distinguish between fair 
and utifaii delivery Some horrible 
actions were witnessed at Digwadih 
and It did no credit cither to the 
tournament or to the umpiies con¬ 
cerned 

The enterprising spoit.s officer 'of 
TISCO, Robin Mukhei jee—the ex 
Bengal, Railway and Bihar opening 
batsman—has been organising 
coaching camps and tournaments at 
various levels in the district. Of 
course, this TCSA invitation tourna¬ 
ment does more than mere promotion 
of the game in the region It is a sort of 
cricket tarnival where teams from 
eastern India meet just jirior to the 
actual season 

A modification in the bye-laws ot the 
tournament would be most welcome 
So fai except foi the thiee-day tinal, 
other matches are of two day duration 
with either side getting a maximum 
strike of 90 oveis And only one new 
ball IS permuted 1 feel a second new 
ball after 65 overs would make the 
encounters still more interesting 

For me the main achievement of the 
tournament was the emergence of 
Kisliore Chakravarty .is a top class 
spin bowler Left-arm orthodox 
Kishore is a product ol the .soil Born 
and brought up in the neighbourhood 
he learnt his art on the Digwadih 
wicket This year lejtresenting the 
Tata Collieries Managei, B.S Rao’s XI, 
he scalped four good wicket. Even 
last year plaving for the District XI, he 
' had four victims fiom the star studded 
I SBI line-up 

I Another lantastu achievement of 
I the tournament was the comaraderie 
of the teams participating After 
! Samai Fal’s XI took the mam prizes, 

! Prabal Ghosh (highest scorer). Satin 
dra Nandv (highest wicket-taker), 
Sambaraii Baneriee (best fielder) and 
Farasatullah (Man of the tournament), 
the manager of Pal’s XI Ram Ganguly 
in a magnanimous gestuie presented a 
rash award to Raja Venkat ot Oastur 
CO Such an outsianding gesture can 
have only one winner—the TCSA In¬ 
vitation Tournament 

RAJU MIJKHERJEE. Digwadih 
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Strife<tom East Bengal, on the other 
hand, took the field with only ten men, 
with Amalraj joining after eight mi¬ 
nutes. Then Ghoshal was replaced by 
Jamshid For all their trouble.s and 
travails, they managed to take the lead 
in the 22nd minute, with Amalraj 
finding the net with a low shot into a 
corner But soon PSEB surged into the 
game Darshan Goga slipped through a 
gap between fiaha and Mathews to 
send the ball home Then Darshan sent 
Sharanjit through tor a poweiful shot 

A winning start might have enabled 
East Bengal to get over their tiouhles 
But worst was to follow They degener¬ 
ated further in the subsequent games 
and collapsed to 0-2 and 0 'i defeats 
against Puniab Police and East I're- 
mantle Tritolore, Wesiein Australia 
The Australians could not believe they 
were plaving against one of the pie 
miei clubs of India “They weie veiy 
ordinary” said Maitin Treasure, the 
star Austialiaii strikei. about t'.ist 
Bengal Tieasuie (12) plaved foi Au 
straha in the 1471 World Cup qual¬ 
ifying lounds 

Treasure was one ol the star perfot 
mers of the Tricoloie (pionouticed 
tieecoioiav), a team founded in 19!>2 
bv the Italian community of l-iemantle 



Malatiai (apwi Ft.miil liiapa llj.vxpd bv Ibier JCT iMnriders dunnq Iho Qttddw fidal m-alch at the 
AwtK'dkqr hlailnim 



Marlin Jreasure. tie Australian striker, is tackled dunnq tlie nidt,.n -rj-i.is! Ji ! W, 


and siiue then became seven times 
league ihampioiis ol Westein Austra¬ 
lia The blond haired Tieasure, with 
I the looks ol a Boig and the tcmpera- 
ineiit of a M< f.nroe, mat red Ins visit by 
earning two yellow caids, which forced 
him to sit out in 'he leplayed semi¬ 
final against ICT Mills, Pliagwata But, 
111 spue of Ins abseiiie, the Auslialians 
oseipoweied the fighters fiom Phag- 
w.iia 2-0 atiei drawing the first match 
1 1 

If T le.isuie thought that Fast Bengal 
vseie “or iliiiai y", he was not aware 
that the same was what most students 
ol the game thought aboul the Austra- 
li.tns also 1 1 K uloi e, so named because 
ol the red, white and gieen colours of 
the club, made up with toughness, 
strength and sjieed what they lacked 
I 111 skill However, they weie full value 
I for then victors ovei the I'hagwara 
iiiilinien, loi whom veieian liider 
yniigli plaved oiilv one hall ol the fust 
semifinal |CT Mills did have then 
chances, lint then fiiiistiitig leir iniiih 
to be desired la ihe deiince, they 
must h.ive missed Giiichaian Parmar. 
who uas aw.iv on iialioiial diiiy Alsu, 
goalkei I'ei K.ivi Kiini,ii. loimeilv of 
Eeadeic did not exactlv inspno confr- 

(h-iiie 

t'oiiiiiig to ihiiik of It, ,|('I Mills i 
weie lalfic-i lucky to have made it to ' 
the (pi.iiTei tiiial league stage In the 
pie-quailei-final, tliev beat Kiddet- 
|>nii T { era the tu-bleaker. 

In e.iiliei loiinds, Kidderporc* had 
be.iten .M.idi.is XT T 1. Chaki.ibortv 
CiiK lung the esc' with .i b.it-tnc k Thev 
also elninn.ited Mogbais, Delhi 2 1, 
Cb.il i.d'iii'v .ig.iin getting a goal In 
.idiiUiiin to ( h.ikialxiitv's fi.ti nick, 
Ifieie cccMc' tv i met' in the knock out 
loiitids-oiR lie S.uish Kumai of 
Han ol,) rolici in liu ir ~ 1 cvni over 
i.i .11 ( li.ti Albih.iliaJ, a nd | 




Scapegoats? 


D CM 1181 witnessed the most 
disastrous and pusillanimous 
performance ever given by the gla- 
moious East Bengal in the capital 
They suffered three consecutive de¬ 
feats, in their quarter-final league 
encounters (unprecedented for 
East Bengal in Delhi) and conceded 
9 goals scoring just once However, 
even such a deplorable perform¬ 
ance was overshadowed by the con 
troversidl suspension of the Ira¬ 
nians, Majid Baskar and Jamshid 
Nasirri (the spearheads of the team 
for the last two seasons) and their 
compatriot Mahmood Khabazi 
Prior to their second quartet- 
final league encounter against Pun¬ 
jab Police (which East Bengal lost 
0-2), the club’s officials issued a 
Press handout in which allegations 
of iniimidation, indiscipline and 
non-conperation were made against 
the Iranians The handout was 
issued in the name of Sudhir Ma- 
jumdar, the team manager in Delhi 
It was alleged that the Iranians 
were blackmailing the club, by de¬ 
manding certificates to be issued 
by the club’s general secretary 
mentioning thereon that they did 
not receive any money from the 
club Again Majid was accused of 
using abusive language against the 
club and its office bearers in front 
of a large gathering at the porch of 
the Centre Point Hotel (the New 
Delhi based residence of East Ben¬ 
gal) The club notice also stated 
that Majid left the hotel in a huff, 
threatening nut to return, but le 
turned surreptitiously at midnight 
When such a statement on behalf of 
the club was made public at Delhi, 
speculation was rife amongst the 
supporters, well wishei s and foot 
ball followers whether this dispute 
was a continuation of the Santo 
Mitia episode (during the Calcutta 
League) or another instance of in¬ 
ternal schism amongst the commit¬ 
tee membeis, with the Iranians 
being used as scapegoats 

Talking to Spottsworld at their 
snug and posh hotel room in Delhi, 
the lidiiians categorically stated, 
that internal rift amongst the offi¬ 
cials of the club, with one group 
trying to oust the other, was the 
cause of their suspension and that 
the charges weie an exaggerated 
facade Clarifying their version of 
the allegations and the situation, 
the Iranians, with Khabazi as their 
spokesman (jilus occasional promp 
tings by a disturbed Maud and a 
beardecl and piqued Jamshid) men¬ 
tioned, “Months before, when all 
the players got a notice from the 
Income tax department, we sough» 
the assistance of the club's football 
secretary The club officials then 


said, ‘It IS our headache’ and we 
will open a new file for you and 
settle everything On returning to 
Aligarh, we were lold by the Dean 
of the Universitv that the Income 
tax authorities were still on oui 
trail, as the club had not done 
anything so tar This upset us and 
so we wrote to the general secret¬ 
ary at Calcutta, seeking immediate 
assistance In his reply he stated 
that the income-tax cleatance cer¬ 
tificate would be issued in due 
course, as it took time to be pre¬ 
pared Consequently, when two 
East Bengal officials came to Ali¬ 
garh on October 2()th, to take us for 
the DCM tournament, we requested 
for our certificates We were 
assured that the ceitificate would 
reach Delhi before the second 
match as a special emissary from 
East Bengal was coming out with 
them Thus when the eniissaty 
came from Calcutta, Majid, the 
only one of us three present then, 
asked for the certificate When he 
was denied it, he became upset and 
said, ‘The club is cheating me’, but 
nevei used abusive language To 
overcome his grief and disappoint¬ 
ment, Majid went with his friends 
for dinner outside the hotel He le- 
tui ned well before mid night and 
never created a scene I'or us the 
ceitificates are of vital importance, 
as we were warned in Aligarh bv 
the Income-tax department that oui 
roll numbers for the forthcoming 
annual exams in Novembet (post 
poned from April beiause of stiikej 
would not be given, thus hindeiirig 
our education Again, to drop Jam 
shid from the team was ridiculous 
because he and I both came back to 
Aligarh after the first match be¬ 
cause of our supplementary tests 
and returned to the hotel on the 
day of the match at about 10 .10 a m 
Neither of us then had any quarrel 
with the officials. Again we uffeied 
to continue to play to safeguard the 
interests of East Bengal, even if no 
certificate was issued in future We 
repeated this offer thrice befori 
the all impoitant match against 
Punjab Police, but to no avail, as 
some officials, for their own vested 
interests, are victimising us and 
East Bengal " 

S PIiAKlNG on behalf of the team 
manager, Sudhir Majumdar 
(who appeared tense and nervous), 
a top-level executive committee 
member of the club who preferred 
to remain anonymous (he was the 
speci 1 emissaiy fiom Calcutta) 
uffeied another version of this im¬ 
broglio Conversing on the lush 
gieen lawns of the Centre Point 
hotel, he maintained that the Ira¬ 
nians were demanding a receipt 
from the club officials, stating that 
they had not leceived any money 
from l-'ast Bengal This was impossi¬ 
ble because the Iranians had ear¬ 
lier in the season signed voucheis. 


* 

against which payments had been 
made He also categorically denied 
that the Iranians had earlier 
approached the club for a.ssistance 
in income-tax exemption (though 
Majid and the otheis have written 
pi oof nn this account in the form of 
correspondences with the club) All 
the hast Bengal officials in Delhi 
felt that Maiid in particular was 
being encout aged bv the club assis¬ 
tant secietarv who was not on good 
terms vsith the club sectetary They 
felt that the Iianians were used to 
cieate a lift and the men behind 
the scene weie the club’s assistant 
secretary and the ‘Mvsterious 
Masood' (ex Mohammedan Sport¬ 
ing official I who was in Delhi dur¬ 
ing that peiiod 

•As legaids the omission of Jam- 
shed, the i lull's spokesmen con¬ 
ceded that both he and Khahbazi 
liad been given pet mission to go to 
Aligarh lot siipplemeniarv exams, 
even in helween matches Howev¬ 
er, boih had heen asked to retuin to 
the hotel on the moinmg ot the 
match bv 1 00 am Latest, as the 
team lot the dav's match would be 
selected ,it !()()() am Betoie the 
first encounter against Punjah 
State hJectrititc Board (PSLB) 
lamshed an i\ eel al 1 00 p m . w hiie 
the match was to coninu-nce ai ! ll 
pm when he was plaied on the 
substitute bench 1-ven though he 
had come late, lamshed iieated u. 
scene, demanding to be all(<wc'd to 
plac immedi.uelv In the jnteiest ol 
llie club. Pun ('ihoshal was with¬ 
drawn lost as the team was settling 
down and lamshed was includecl 
Befoie iht next match against Pun 
lab Police two davs laiei. lamshed 
was warned to he in the hotel hv 
eailv moiniiig oi face the consequ¬ 
ences Thus as he did noi leport till 
noon, he was omitti'd ijamshed 
swears thai he leached the hotel bv 
10 {() a m , and even sent woiil ot 
bis aiiual, which was acknow¬ 
ledged bv some* olfiiials and that 
the tale of late arrival is just a 
concoction to get him dropped) 

Whaiecei the outcome ot this 
infighting amiing the officials of 
Last Bengal, the real sufferers were 
the DCM tournament authorities, 
who noi only paid ihe club an 
extraoi dinary large amount ot 
giiaiantee money, but also kept 
them in luxurious accummrdation 
(each double bed room cost Rs 
180) Maiiv looms were hired as 
East Bengal, in theii wisdom, with a 
siiuad ot lb players sent 9 officials, 
who weie latei joined by special 
emissaries from Calcutta The most 
pathetic plight was of the soccer- 
staived spectators of Delhi, who 
had high hopes on mighty East 
Bengal, but these hopes were be¬ 
lied 
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PSEB—Oie new force 


DCM Cup touraament has 
X aarrad as a steramg stone to a 
fame to inany a football team in the 
Mat. The Goans, after liberation 
IrMa Portuguese rule, had got their 
first opportunity of playing big 
fOotfa^U when Salgaoncar Club 
were intrited Plavmg for Khaisa 
Sporting, Jullundur, Jarnail Singh, 
one of country's ail time greats, 
started rising to fame in the DCM 
arena 

This year it was PSEB (Puniab 
State Electriaty Board) After their 
DCM showing, there should he no 
dearth of invitations to them from 
different tournament organ 1 ^ers 
They reached the quarter final 
league stage where they were eh 
ounated They ended third behind 
East Fremantle Tiicolore, Austra 
ha, and Punjab Police Their busi 
victory Was over Railway h C Cal 
cutta, whom they beat 3 1 in tht 
replay after the first match had 
ended goalless liue, the Calcutta 
team were let down by Surjit Singh, 
the former JCT Mills goalkeeper 
but It can't be denied that PSEB 
trailing by a goal at half time did 
well to seize their chances in ihc 
second half and that is what mat 
ters in the end 

In a state where soccer promotion 
IS negligible to the extent that cri 
tics sarcastically joke that Puniab s 
leading teams plav their 1 eaguc in 
Kerala or some othei place, fonrbal 
lers who can hold their own iii the 


best company continue to be pro 
duced 

Jarnail Singh, a director in the 
Punjab Sports Department, who 
was n Dtlhi to observe the per 
formances ol Punjab players m the 
DCM Cup had an explanation He 
did not want to talk about the 
promotion ot ihe game but said, 
‘ Now we have a scheme of suen 
iific coaching of our soung plavers 
You see football is the first love of 
bovs in the Phagwaia Mahilpur 
Hoshiarpui aiea, and theie is no 
dearth of talent ” 

To pi event players from moving 
out of the State iainail Singh has 
made etioits to arrange for job 
oppoitun’tics 111 oiganisations like 
the PSLB ' \A(c have bttti able to 
lecruit playcis bv otfeiiug them 
jobs ill thtii own home State—jobs 
in the flit mans oi uppei division 
cleik s pav >cdlis ’ Ihe size ot the 
pay packet is to the tune ot about 
Rs 900 but farnail Singh would be 
happici it the tuotballeis could get 
at hast a luui figure salai, 

The PSfB example may also be 
iollovifi bv otlici Punjab em 
plovcis like th< Public Undertak 
ing ol Markfed ‘ Oui pkins are to 
toim teams at cveiv district head 
(jiiaiftrs says lairiail Singh He 
added Iheie is already the 
Hosliiaipur Disiiict Police team 
Moic «uch teams will soon be oiga 
iiistd 


Young talent, as Jarnail Singh 
says, IS already there, most of it In 
the university teams of Guru Nanak 
Dev and Punjab, both of which gave 
a good account of themselvres in the 
recent All India Intet Zonal Inter 
Univeisity tournament at Kuruk 
shetra The plan is to pi event them 
from migtating or stagnating be 
cause of u lack of opportunities to 
make a living and also playing in 
their own State 

Jainail is also quite aware of the 
shortcomings of the Punjab play¬ 
ers, like tneir lack of style and 
sophistication *' The chief draw 
back IS the tendency to neglect the 
wingers which pi events Punjab 
teams fiom tiuly opening out ” In 
other words, the flanks are places 
for the best players and nut places 
foi a team to banish ui hide its 
weaker plaveis “Ihiough scien 
tific instruction by coa.hes we are 
trying to rectify the deticuni les of 
our boys,’ says lainaiJ Singh 

“The Punjab Spurts Department 
already has an l^ndei 19 tourna 
ment and we also plan to organise 
Sub junior t lurnaments whic h will 
enable us to spot talented boys 
when they ate very young,' larnail 
explains “Wait and see Punjab 
will be offering Indian football 
many more good players ” he added 
hopefulN 
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anuthci by vttciiii Mag in Siiigii in 
Kajasthan Poliic s 9 0 vkIuiv over 
Indian National Delhi I aici II trvana 
Police, weic 'linunattd in the pre 
quartei finals by Mafatlal S t Bom 
bay 4 2 and Kiiastlini i'olic lost to 
Hyderabad \1 2 ) in the sciniui loiind 

Hvdeiabad XI who cic iicd such a 
fine inipicssion list yt ai weic sud 
dcniy chjiiivfrl of (tic seivices of 
Chiistophei ind Monsa both ot whom 
were oidticd to tin ii iiiii ig < imp at 
Bombay But bctoii be wini out 0 1 in 
th( pieriiiiitti iinils ihis vtai they 
put up I good liglit againsi powerful 
Puniab Polut with Mii^itl ii ind Khi 
rar All making (iiiuii ms tin lists in 
the St coiiil h ill 

Puniab I'oliK whi in idi it to tht 
St nil tiiials by l ikiiij. i coiul place be 
hind tb( \iisti ill Ills in gioiiji B of the 
(jiiailti linal I ii iii pot ip i >itrn 
liglit III thf SI rni iiiials it nnst Myong 
|i tht (harn|iion I invei itv i> iin of 
South Kiici But liihtiiiiL, qualities 
alont lit lilt 111(114 Ii to> i tootball 
tt nil to siiiitid 1 ht \01114t1 anil 
skill 111 tooth tilt rs tioin Koii 1 won 'he 
day with 1 " 7 th miriuti god hv Su Kil 
Kini I dviiainit niitilnld jil i ti 

I'liviiig III jioiip \ ot flu (juaitii 
final It agiit My ingji had lit alt 11 BSl 
t (I K I MilK 2 1 and dnvs goilUss 
with i^f il III il 


ALL-INDIA OPEN ATHLETICS 

Bad track, 
good performances 

A CORRESPONDENT reports from Lucknow 

X?OR out t(i expect tirst 1 


X (.Idss fdcilitii's to Kimpete in is like 
asking lor the moon itsell The track, 
the I unways, the lumping pits and the 
throwing rings at the 2()lh All-India 
Open Athletic Meet at Lucknow (Octo 
her 21 2^1) Ic'lt them Iretting and fum 
ing But then, this is not a new expeii 
ence foi them A laige part ol the 
budgets and attention which should 
rightfuHv lx* bestowed on the athletes 
and then coinirnts, i>> actually spent on 
the hospitality for the officials and 
“window-dressing’’, so to speak That, 
again, is an old '.rniv However, judg¬ 
ing by our standaids, things at Luck 
now weie ntit as bad as they some¬ 
times have been known to he 

Things looked spick and span at the 
Provincial Armed Constabulary Sta¬ 
dium, which IS expected in such spit 
and-polish establishments But once 
the surface was scratched, it was diffe¬ 
rent With the fust impact of the 
runners' spikes, the' cinder broke 
loose The lunways weie worse The 
lumpers did not even have to actually 
run on them to discovei the tiuth No 
wondei, a Sabir Ah muttered curses 
undei Ills hieath while Irving to con¬ 
centrate at the start ol his jumps in the 
decathlon, and a Balasubramaniam 
“fouled’’ all his three attempts in the 
tuple uirnp No wonder that Raglibir 
Singh Bal could not hull the hammei 
as fai .IS he is acitially capable of 
doing 

The hammei iiiig was a risky place 
foi the throwers, the thin layei of dust 
that had settled on it had formed a 
fine crust because of the moisluie The 
stoiv wa* mote oi h’ss the s.ime in the 
discus ling As lor the liamnier itself, 
the only imjilement purchased locally 
was about tout centimeties shortei 
than the legiilation si/e The thioweis 
found It out bv the tough measure 
meiits they iiisiomaiily cairy out by 
putting the chain to their navel 

Howevei, for all Ihc' fault-finding it 
was subjecied to. the PAC Hack 
discovered a new slai - I'lemachan- 
dran of Keiala I he lieatded, 24-veai- 
old ciane opeiatoi fiom Cochin Poit 
Trust, riinning the 400 metres tot the 
very lust tune in his life, beat mote 
established men in the business like 
I'dav Prabhu oi Heavy i.ngineering 
and policeman Pavittai Singh Not 
onlv he, but also Cliaranjit Singh of 
Chandigarh Pieniac liandi an clocked 
47 h and tMiiiiaiijit 4B 4 lor the 
sparsely built iT?'.'—Tfi kg) Pi e- 
marliandian, it w.is .i gloiioos double 
The previous atieiiiooii he had won 
the 200 meiies in 214 seconds 



f^remchandran- star o! the meet 


Piema'-handran had done liitle 
spimriiig at school He discovered his 
hidden picunise and talent only last 
veai “But this veai coach Rajasekhai 
an persuaded me to believe that I 
could do well in the 400,” said Pre 
mac handrail 

Premachandran had greater gloiy to 
achieve on the third day when, in 
winning the lOG metics in 10 8 
seconds, he compleied a lare tiehle 
1’he last time such a feat was jier- 
formed was lemembered only by track 


and field students of an older genera¬ 
tion For It was 21 years ago that the 
gieai Milkha hingh had firought it off 
at the New iJefhi National Games a 
tew months betoie the Rome Olvm 
pics 

With the aim of bunging athletes to 
their “jieak” at aboui this time of the 
year in view ol the New Delhi Asian 
Games winch will he held in November 
1082, the entile Indian athletics calen¬ 
dar has been recast The pioblems this 
has given use to have not surprised 
iiaiioii.il coach lognulei Singh Saini 
The long season this ytai has taken its 
toll A tew of oui top-llight athletes, 
like Geeta Zutshi and A Rajaii. have 
dropped out ol ihe Ojieii lu-cause ol 
ihe siiain of m.iintaiiiing then “iieak" 
ovei cl long period .\lso pielening to 
miss the Open wc-ie Rll.i .Sen of West 
Bengal and Shivnaili Snmh. though 
then names likt those iil Ge.'ta/utshi 
and Kaiaii were veiv imich theie in 
the list of cDinpetmi' athleles 

One IS jiairuularlv soirv foi veteian 
.Shivnalh Singh, who was leioveiing 
tiom \iial level al J.imsliecljiui Kc- 
poits h.id It ibai Shivnalli had iiaiiied 
himsell tnast.i'c whcie he woulil have 
bc-eli an .lulcim.ilu wiiinei oi llu 
](),()()() nieti t'S gold medal Indeed he 
had .diead\ siiowtd soniLthini: of his 
toini and ih iii irnnaiion hv winninc’ 
the iN.ilioii.il t loss I oiiruiv t ham 
pionship at Bhaiinda la \ugiist 1 lie 
abseilLl ol these alhlelis was no 
doubt tell but ihev had icasmis lo 
ol ll‘I 

Whar c.iusfil angel aii<l (hsaj)|iiiiul 
mc-iit was the al>seui.c of ihe fiiieign 
teams whuli rlu \mjiioi Xthlelics 
hedeialioil ot (ndia liaci publicised 
tailiei rhis ve.ii would he taking pait 
al Lucknow One li;aiiis th.it ttie toie- 
igii louriti les had not icspoiided to the 
AAI I h tieis at all It tins was so, why 
did the AAI I not take tin puhlii into 
coni idiMice ■' Ml Sivi.i, the- AAI I 
Sectetaiv, will have to do a lot ot ' 
explaining in tiu davs to come ■ 
AlicMcIv. mil omtoi t.ilile ciucsiions 
were liemg asked al l.ucktiow ' 

F OP. men like Gop.il S.imi problems . 

aiisingciut ol imhelplul iiacss and 
long seasons aie challenges to he met 
and conijui led 1 hev aie lough men of 
rare chataciei Taping Ins feet with 
adhesive pl.ister to pi event blisleis on 
the loose cindei, S.niii steadily laceci 
on to win the ’i.OlU) nieties in 14 
minutes 9 7 seconds Anvtlutig ovei 14 
minutes for this distance is slow by 
Saiin's standards Questioned .ibout it, 
■Saini bitterly complained against the 
track concliiions “llow can you leiuin 
a fast timing on this tiack which is not 
only loose but also hurts'-' Had this 
race been run on a belter ti.ick. 1 am 
sure the timing would have been 
undei 14 niniures ’ 

The 1 ate w.is a very .ibsiiibiug one in 
spite cit the slow timing--by Sami’s' 
standaids Lciward Vincent, the slim 
runner from the Aimv. set a hot pate 
in ihe early stages and actually led 
over twoihitds ol the way, the lead 
lieing sometimes as much as 30 metres 
The fourth and sixth laps of 64 J 
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Satnam Singh- mnnei ol ihf 1,500 wfres 

seconds and fa4 8 seconds weie Viii 
cent’s fastest But the soldiei h.id 
burnt himself nut, which he discovered 
when Saini, his young lailways team 
mate and traiiiiiig-mate Ka| Kumar 
always in his shadow, stepped up the 
pace Sami and Ra; Kumar finished in 
that order, almost shoulder to shoul 
der, with Vincent following home ah 
out ten seconds later 

Raj Kiimai, who has still a few 
months to go before celebrating his 
20th birthday, is one of the* “tinds” of 
seasons Raj Kumar, who burst into 
the limelight at the Intei Railway 
meet in New Delhi m early Octobei by 
beating Asian silver medallist Sulch- 
want Singh is a .S.OOO meties runner 
who has the potential of clocking 
13 30 Those who know him thought he 
had held himself back at the finish out 
of respect for the senior Saini I’l aising 
his junior, Sami himself discounted 
such thoughts “He’ll beat me the day 
he IS stronger,” he said “No qiii-siion 
of ‘bara’ or 'chhota'—senior or iiiiiior.” 
he said 

Serviceman Suidool Singh won the 
800 mettes m J 52 1 fiom Damodar 
Gowda (1 52 3) of P and I', who was a 
member of the Indian team to M iscow 
in August Aftei Sriram Singh, Inih.i 
has not been able to hiul a man able lo 
run the raie m under 1 50- and that 
includes Kaian, whose form has been 
on the decline suicr* he won the* gold 
medal m the Token Asian Meet last 
summer 

With the conditions m the hammer 


ring being what they were, it was not 
surprising that Raghhir Smgh Bal of 
the Police, oiii foiemost man m the 
event, was about two meties below his 
known capabilitu's His best eftoit 
measuied f)2 12 meties Young Guitej 
Singh, of Heavy Eiigmeei iiig, won the 
lavelin with a throw ol (iK 04 meiies 
But Guitej, a discovers ot l.ist year s i 
Open at A)mei, should mipiovo faMei 
One had expected him to get into the 
70 meties tlass b\ now | 

I 

I K, III spite ot the shoiti omnigs ot the 
liaik, P r I’slia was .ible to biUtei 
the meel leioid in the 2('() meties on 
ihe opening dav it was a leat woiiliv 
ol high piaise Altci sevi ral weeks of 
ilieikii|is and liealme'ii al New De 
Mil's iiiesligioiis All India Iiistiliile of ! 
Mcclu.il Siiiuues lollowmg healtfi j 
|>ii<lil( Ills whuh oiiiiiied aftc'i lliel.isl | 
liilei Stall meet at Bang.iloie in ' 
lehiu.iiv, I sli.i must fiave fiecMi look j 
me, lot waul lo this Open ineei pist to 
piovi lictsell all ovet again And ■•» 
waslui lu.il Sieekiimaii Aiimia. who 
had lieeii toned mil ol llie Hack bv i 
iii|uiies Both lame out with thing 
colouis and, bi-iwei ii them helped 
Kerala doiiiiiiate llie wiimcn's splints 
rile taller I slia le empliasised hei 
siipeiioiiiv ovei sieekiim.iii by wm 
niiig till' 200 nu'lies m 24 H setmids - 


two-tenths ot a second fastei than the ; 
meet tecord ot 2!> 00 seconds set by 
\farie Vergiiese of Kaiiiataka in 1974. 
I'sha who had equalled Mane Vergh- 
ese's maik m the heats run le.ss than ! 
^0 minutes eailiei might well have ■ 
mipioved hei own National record ot 

24 h had I he tiavk been more helpful 
Sieekiiiiiaii won the sihei medal in 

25 2 'ecomls, anil Vandan.i Rao ot the 
1 iiiMisitu's the hioii/e m 25b 

(•Ills like I'slia and .Sieekiiinari ate 
aliisKlv established names Hut Pun 
l.ib's Miilimdei K.iiii, seeking lo estab¬ 
lish hei sell in the loiigei disiaiii es, did 
well bv wiimiiig the 1,500 meties—the 
veiv fust I vent down loi dedsion on 
the waiin Oi fohei moiiimg when Mr 
K.iilik ffiaoii. Minisler cil Stall" lor 
C oniiiiiiiiK al ions, this uvei fioili New 
Delhi to deilaii the meet oijen So 
good wa- Mohiiidci loi the lesl ot the 
lield thai she w.is h‘lt with the difft- 
iiill t.isk ot ( onipeling against hei sell 
111 ilu" last lap . 111(1 at ilie liiiish, was 
alxilii to mctie-. ahead ol sihei med.il 
list M.iiv I hoiii.is ol ihe R.iilw.ivs. witll 
K.u hiia (iovil ol P .mil T thud a tew 
iiioit inetn s 1)1 hmd Mohindei’s tun 
mg 'll I ih 1 w.is 2 b siionds slowei 
th.in l.ei'i.i /iitshi s meet retold ot 
4 55 1 Itieio IS little doiil)! that 
Mohmdci, .1 20 M .11 old giil tiom 
lloslii.ii[nil m Pini.ib is ia|><il)le of 


Shitbif All al llir M.irl 'ss rur w Uii lhL‘ hnq iiiivf 
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better timings Athletics, even for 
girls, has to have the support of jobs in 
offices And Mohindhr, too, is in need 
of a job in a department like the 
Railways where Geeta Zutshi herself 
was first employed It is the atmos¬ 
phere there that makes the difference. 

Before the first day ended, the Rail¬ 
way foursome of Nalini Rajaratnam, 
Padmini Thomas, M D Valsamma and 
Hamida Banu took some glory from 
Kerala’s girls by winning the 1,600 
metres relay in 3 54 9, which beat the 
old meet record of 3 57 5 by Kerala in 
1980 

Ever since Mohinder Singh Gill dis¬ 
appeared from the scene, the triple 
jump had become sub standard. But 
now, in Balasubramaniam, India has at 
least one man capable of clearing 16 
metres—even nearing 17 metres 
However, his first three jumps were 
fouls and chat put him out of the 
competition But the railwayman from 
Madras was more careful in the long 
jump which he won with a leap of 7.16 
metres Perhaps, after his mishap in 
the tuple jump he was overcautious. 
He IS easily capable oi jumping Over 7 
1/2 mettes 

Half-an houi after Fremachandran 
won the 200 metres on the second day, 
Usha put the stamp of her old author¬ 
ity bv winning the 100 metres in 12 
seconds flat, thus equalling Anusuya 
Bai’s meet record Usha had earlier 
won the 200 in 24 8 seconds to become 
full owner of the recoid in the event. 
In the shoiter sprint also, Sreekumari 
Amma and \ .indana Rao followed her 
home in that order 

The pole vault is one of those events 
in which our pi ogress has been pain¬ 
fully slow But suddenly, there was an 
improvement of 15 centimetres In a 
long contest which continued till it was 
quite dark, Sunder Singh Tanwar won 
the event by vaulting 4 40 metres 
Mohinder Singh of the Police also 
beitered the old record by clearing 
4 35 metic's, while Rajinder Kumar 
(Heavy Engineering), equalled his 
own old mark ol 4 25 The break¬ 
through III the event was an occasion 
ol some significance 

I N Shiny Abiaham, a lb-year-old 
schoolgirl from Keiala, the country 
might have discovered a Geeta Zutshi 
in the making Shiny won the 800 
nieti es in 2 minutes 16 2 seconds, 
ahead of the older Mohinder Kaur 
(2 lb 4) This IS better than Geeta’s 
timing at the age of lb Shiny ended 
the meet with a silver medal in the 400 
metres, in which she was beaten by 
Hamida Kanii of the Railways. Hamida 
clocked 57 2 and Shiny 57 8 
Early on the second dav, Chand Ram 
reiteiated his position as the country’s 
number one walker The gold medal¬ 
list of the Tokyo Asian track meet, 
won the 20 km walk in one four 35 
minutes 55 8 seconds, with Jagraj 
Singh, another Aimy man, striding 
home in 1 38 .32 2 The walk caused a 
lot of dissatisfaction in the end, as 
those who followed the first two com¬ 
plained that they had been made to 
walk an extra lap on the road circuit 
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lUpnder, Rioot and Amar* 
pu. fha real fohi is a €0«year-oltf 
■Iflqriieal Inatnictot at Vahh School, 
iMnit Slam who it- reqwctfuUy 
'Caflod Tt Sir’ bjr Ind»*8 pole vaolt 
^lopions. 

Stpmr SiiiA, die youiu^ and 
hast.'vaulted 4.40 metres. Rajinder 
aquulad fait eld natioaal record of 
4.ZK out failed at 4.35 n in the 
gathnrlag gloom at Lucknow. Phool 
elearad 4.20 and Ataarp^ 4.10. 
-Iheae peiformances come nowhmre 
naar^ atandards of the Japanese 
«ridi4ha, Chincte, but coadmerfng 
^ mn^t^ve coadiriont- hi which 
.bar {N^ taulfers have to ctmrpete 
In.-^mase Vaish School lads nave 


achitavad a rare feat. 

home at Vaish School, Tt 
.Sir’ has been t^hing his pupils 
fha rudimeats of polev aulnng ui 
hih own manner. 

Oace they caught the eye of 
'.talented spotters at the school 
ganta or other State or National 
lifflibr competitions, these Vaish 
School bojis passed on to the care of 

S rfeasioM coaches. It has been 
e moving on for hi^r education 
'after the teadiar down the lane has 
' 'tangbt yon all he has to teach, 
^nder. Ri^nder and Amarpal 
represent Heavy Engmeering Sport 
Boardf^while Phool is in the Rail¬ 
ways. They have been getting their 
instruction from coaches at the 
National Training Camps or others 
in their respective departments. 

Seeing the number of pole vaul- 
ters he bias produced for the nation, 
Sarjit Singn has sometimes been 
offered help in the .shape of pole 
vault boxes like couth Gujarati of 
Heavy Engineering Sports Board. 

"There arc more boys who wiH 
soon be put on the nationiil .scene 
^ *Pt Sir’, says Rajinder, Sita Ham, 
Rajinder’s own bi other, and Mahip 
al Singh.” “So infectious is ’Pt Sir’.s' 
enthusiasm, that we l>ov!> would 
come to school even on Sundays to 
train,” according to Rajindei Bur 
*Pt Sir’ IS in the last years of his 
employment. His old pupils hope. 
Governor of Haryana himself will 

g rant him an extension to enable 
iin to produce pole vaulters for the 
nation. 

A CORRESPONDENT 


because of an error A human error, by 
the lap scorers. In fact, one walker, 
Ranjit Singh of the Universities, who 
came “third”, according to his own 
reckoning, refused to continue after 
he had “finished”. But then, only offi¬ 
cial counting matters 

Ot the five records .set on the third 
day, only one went to a man—Gopal 
Saini The great steeplechaser, con¬ 
stantly challenged by policeman 
Piadeep Kumar, clocked eight mi¬ 
nutes 40 00 seconds to win the event 
and beat his old meet record of 8 49.6 
Pradeep, clocking 8:41.4, also con¬ 
siderably improved on that record 
Piadeep, who negotiated the water 
jumps more smootnly than Saini, may 
become a erious threat to Sami’s 
pre-eminent position in the event. 

A wiry, 15-year-old pigtailcd Punjab 
gill IS now the country’s number one 
iong-distancc female runner Looking 
much younger than she actually is, 
Surjit Kaur set a new National record 
in the .3,000 metres when bhe won the 
event in 10 minutes 08.1 seconds, the 
old record being 10 19 5 m the name of 
Haryana's Jagwanti Ahlawat Follow¬ 
ing .Surpt home was Mary Thomas, 


holdei of the meet recoid at 10-1*1.7 
With Mohinder Kaur having earlier 
won the 1,500 metres, Punjab could 
claim to be the number one State in 
the field of women’s distance running. 

M D Valsamma, of ihe Railways, 
who won the 400 metres hurdles in 
bl 8 seconds, Bakhta war Khambatta, 
also of the Railways, who won the shot 
putt with a throw of 1,3 59 metres and 
the Usha-anchored Kerala team, wh'ch 
won the 400 metres relay in 48 4 
seconds, accounted for the remaining 
women’s records on the last day In 
fast-improving Vijayamala Datta, of 
Delhi University, Khambatta has a 
serious rival in the shut putt Datta 
was second with 12 90 metres 

Kerala’s rise in women’s athletics 
was, in the end, emphasised when they 
were joint winners with the Railways 
with 56 points each Quite of a few of 
the Railway girls are products of 
Kerala 

Services won the men’s team cham¬ 
pionship, beating the Railways nar¬ 
rowly Services secured 60 points, 
while the Railwaymen had 56. Heavy 
Engineering Sports Board and Police 
followed with 35 and 27, respectively. 




Sportspeople 


: A player ol promise 

O BN’lorSLY It IS oversimplification 
10 foiocost a country’s rise to 
' (lomtiianie on the basis ot an indi- 
• ulnal plavei's piotnisin^ perfoim- 
‘ allies, but at last Australia perhaps 
has ^(it the man who mit>ht bung the 
' iiuintiv's name biuk into glotv in 
woild tennis. Par ('as/i, a confident 
' Ihveai-old light handed plavei from 
Melbnuriii. seems .set to emerge as the 
I iiiosi lonimanding tiguii in Australian 
' uiinis to (hallenge the American 
I inmht whnh once lobbed his country 
111 the piesfige she eiiioyed lor a long 
:iim ill the win Ul aieiia Theie was 
Kiisewali, there was I.aver and, ot 
iiniisi \i wi (inilie —but that era has 
I Mill 1.1 and sinie ilieii Aestialia has 
■ 111 i h snuggling to retiiC've its lost 
1 iiiage, hut with little success The only 
1 la '11 at some iiiomise that Australia 
I .laild iniiihiii in almost a decade is 
' Tell I MiN'.iiiiaia. who is luiientlv 
I laiiked ini'iiii.' llie woi Id's top 20 But 
,iiospiIts Mill did not 1)1 igliten enough 
' I'l laiM ail' meat evpectatioils 

I'm iiiiw .aims Cash, who has 
ill I 'il\ I siabhsl.ed hiniselt as the top 
' .iiil.i d plan I 111 iht woild and the No 
J iiinini. ind lliiii'bv {iilived that he 
h.is till- niak'ngs ot a hituie world No 

111 M.i\ iliis \eai. Cash .ichieved an 
■'I set Miloic oMO .Vustralia’s Davis 
1 iip idaiei and toiiner Wimbledi'ii 
laaiici liii.ilei I’hil Dent in the Scot 
, i.iiiil t haiiipiiinsliips 

\ ii w da\' l.iiei, I’at came close to 
.ii'.iiiliM iimaik.ihle .11 liie\ enient — 
■'ll luii'in V\ iini'ledon He.stormed in 
; a' I ho I I'l.i1 lull uotoi luiialeU, only to 
hi ,h i.u a the lai' honouis bv Matt 
\uei I \.lio w.is two veais liis senioi, 
j Ul Io 'i",hi sets 

\t ih< \.eun (up loiiiiiameiit in 
'lilaii Cash taied the best ol t.uiope 
I III ihu I'o's siiigles eieiit and mum 
. |iho(l li W.IS line III the most signifi 
I ..lilt \iiii)i\ 111 Ins i.IIeel thus I,II 

I 

I ( .ish won the ( ari.idiaii IK and- 
I i.iidi I siiigli's .ig.iinst West (leintany’s 
■ H.ins Schwaiei, wlio. howevei, 

I .neiiged this deleai laiet in the semi- 
tui.ils ot till Ciiiii-d Stales event 
I'ai k hiitiie (.ash has now to tiv his 
link .It till lieiieK LoiTipelilive Au- 
1 stiali.iii I III lilt Bill w'ltli his superb 
gioiuid simkes and a loitipact serve- 
I vollev e.inu' hi’ has little lause for 
1 woit'’. wintli III! the coniraiv, he liiiT.- 
j sell h.is been lot oiliei established 
names like Maik I.drnoiidson, the foi- 
I iiiei .Ausli.tili.m Open cli.inipioii, who 
I di ( l.iied Cash “ 1 h.n’s one helava plav 
et" altei winning, the Biisbane Cirand 
Pi IS bv deleating him h- 4 , 7 -f> 

Bin, the m.in wlio is now showing so 
mill h ])i.iinise as a tennis iilayei could 
hase been .in Aiisiialian Rules fuocbal- 
lei (Ills fathei. Pat senioi, was a lead¬ 



ing Austialian Rules player in the 
pifties) had he not taken the monien- 
toiis dei ision to opt for lawn tennis 
lealising “I felt I had mote potential 
to he a top tennis player than a 
loot bal lei " 

Lncouiaged hy his recent success. 
Cash now aspires not only to the 
Junior Wimbledon title which eluded 
him this ,veai but also to something 
even inoie valuable—ihe Wimbledon 
propel “I’d like to make the mam 
draw”. Cash said coni idem ly “The 
luniur event is only in the second week 
so I'd like first to get in among the big 
guns. But I know it's going to be 
mighty tough earning the points to get 
iheie" 

Cash, who believes “School work 
and tennis never mixed” is now under¬ 
going tiaimng at the Coveniment- 
spoiisored Australian Instriuie of 
Spoil in Canbeira under coach Ray 
Riiffels, the lotmei tour professional 

Now, the question haunting every 
mind IS will Australia be able to cash 
in on Cash 


End Ot an era 

T he Marquess of Exetvr, popularly 
known as Lord Burghley before he 
succeeded his fathei in 195f>, died at 
the age of 7G. An Olympic gold medal 
list, he was a recotd-bieaking athlete 
for 10 veais preceding the World War 
II 

The chaiining personality of this 
great sportsman made him the idol of 
the crowds After he returned home 
W'lnning the 400 metres hurdles in the 
1928 Olympics in Amsterdam, he was 
given an exuberant welcome by his 
countrymen 

In his eventful career Lord Burghlev 


on several Olympic medals and set 
lany records which remained un- 
roken till 1945 He thrilled his coun- 
‘ymen with his brilliant performances 
r various tournaments He created 
ritish records for 120 yards hurdles 
.'hich lasted for nine years since 1927. 
n 1925, he set a British record for 220 
ards hurdles, which remained un- 
iruken for the next 25 years Further, 
n 1928, he created a record for 400 
netres hurdles which stood for 26 
'ears from 1928 And in 1926, he again 
lut up a recoid-creating performance 
or 440 yards huidles The record 
emained unbroken lor the next 23 
/ears 

In the Lus Angeles Olympics in 1932, 
le also won the fourth positron in the 
too metres hurdles. 

At the age of 22, Lord Burghley had 
achieved an almost, lare feat he beat 
the Trinity College clock, Cambridge, 
by running lound the Great Coun 
beloie It had finished .striking 12. In 
19.16, he completed i tinning about a 
quarter of a mile in loss than 58 
seconds and ohseived “Damn near 
killed mvselt” 

Besides being a sportsman. Lord 
Burghley had al.sn an iiiiimate connec¬ 
tion with politics A Conservative MP 
for Petei borough lor 12 years since 
1931, he was equally popular in both 
the Hou.ses of the Pailiament 
Lord Burghley was edui ated at Eton 
and la; Rosey, Switzerland, and then at 
Magdalene College, Cambridge He 
WHS amusinglv desctibed as “the 
busie.t young man in Parliament” Me 
became, in 19.33, the Pailiamentary 
Private Secietary to the late Lord 
Hailsham duiing the World Economic 
Conference in London He also be¬ 
came, during the Wat, Assistant Direc¬ 
tor of Tank Supply, Conti oiler of Air¬ 
craft Repairs and Overseas Supplies 
and Ministei of Aircraft Production 
He was also Governoi of Bermuda for 
a period of two years until 1945 
After his retirement from athletics 
he devoted himseli to oiganising acti¬ 
vities and achieved spectaculai sue 
cess as chairman ol the Organising 
Committee of the fust post-Wai Olym¬ 
pic Games in London in 1948 He 
became president ol the Amateur 
Athletic A.ssociation and also that of 
the International Amatcmr Athletic 
Federation 

Since 1936 he was chan man foi 30 
years ot the Biilish Olympic Associa 
tioii, and thereaftei president, until 
1977 

111 1929, he married laidy Mary 
Theiesa Montagu-Douglas-Siutt, 
daughter oi the seventh Duke ol Buc- 
cieuch By his lust wit- he had three 
daughters and a son who died in 
childhood 

His lirst marriage ended in divorce 
in 1946 Theieafter he mairied Mrs 
Diana Forbe.s, widow of Col David 
Forbes, by whom he had another 
daughter 

The saddest pair of his life was that 
he became so crippled with arthritis in 
his latoi years that he had to undergo 
a senes of hip opeiarions 


iNews: International 


Second World Invitational Women's Football Tournament 

Indian women’s football 
team meet cruel fate 


W Kl.I,, what a disaster' Having 

barely managed to save their f 
face by not t oming last, sixteen crest I 
fallen girls leturned fiom Taiwan after I 
the 2iid World Invitational Women’s ' 
Football Tournament t 

Frankly speaking, things hadn't run i 
too well for our girls, and quite natur- I 
ally it wasn’t with much lonfideiice < 
that they boarded the aircraft on Octo s 
ber 7, 1981 After the two months’ f 
“intensive coaching” the women foot- i 
bailers— Kuntala (Ihosh Dastidai, c 
Rama Das, Sukla Nag, Minati Roy, 1 
Judy D’.Silva, Sushnia Das, Indrani 
Saha, Chaitali Chattel jee, Sukla Dut f 
ta, Shariti Mullick (Bengalj, Yolanda i 
D’Souza (Goal, Ratkiimari Amusana, I 
Romani, Chavi tManipur), Rathna c 
(Karnataka) and I.aliiha (Kerala)— i 
weie finally on their way to Taipei 1 

A dramatK moment during me inaia-Finiand match 


it was quite a grand affaii Scores of 
gills lioni Germany, Finland, Haiti, 
USA, ^'I.mte, New Zealand, Switzei 
land, Noiwjy, India, the Philippines, 
Thailand, Holland and Taiwan prac 
tised, si/ed up one another and got 
ready tor the day The tournament, 
played on a league basis in Taipei, Tai 
Chung and Kao Ilsiung, started m full 
swing on the 12th There were four 
groups in all, two consisting oi tour 
countries eaih, and the other two 
compiising three due to the absence of 
Hongkong and Indonesia 
It was a tough going for India right 
from the beginning as she was placed 
in group 'A' along with Germany, Fin¬ 
land and Haiti Germany was easily 
one of the best as was Finland, in- 
iidentallv the joint winner with 
France in the pievious tournament It 


was indeed a difficult proposition for 
the Indians Despite the presence of 
their star players they felt shaky, and 
an apprehensive captain Kuntala led 
the team in foi their first match with 
Germany 

Surprisingly enough, India started 
off rather well as her first encounter 
with Germany ended in a goalless 
draw It was no mean achievement on 
the part of Indian footballers consider¬ 
ing the calibre of the German girls 
The Indian girls played well and the 
goalkeepei Rama Das especially was 
superb Luck too favoured them and, 
on more than five occasions, the Gei- 
mari players’ shots harmlessly went 
over the bar 

The girls, howevei. got no chance to 
lelax and Finland soon trounced India 
S-0 It was a thrashing defeat which 
thcv'll lemember lor a long long time 
Looking back, Kuntala wondeis why 
some of the girls, who played "well" in 
the first match, were replaced in the 
second match "Was that the propei 
lime fill experimenting’” she ques 
turned The very next match, in which 
Shukla Dutta sent the ball home twue, 
ended in a 2-J draw bur India’s hope 
lor securing a place among the fust 
eight was frustrated The deietted 
girls then lelt loi Taichung to play the 
lemaining matches The tussle there 
was toi a jilate in the upper rungs 
among the last six 

The storv in 'laicluing was no diHe- 
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ifnt .iiul Itiilia (oiitiiiiu-d its journey 
down iho laddt'i laick loo forsook 
them <is the u-ant sutleied Irom sever¬ 
al miuiies Judv and Ainiusana were 
seriousK ill while Minati louj;ht brave- 
Iv in the middle even with a severe 
pain III hei chest I he lesult thus was 
not, in the least, uiiexpetted The 
I' ,S A beat India h-D One ol the two 
teams from '1 aiwan, laangyu struck 
the last blow and deteatecl India by 
two goals to nil India occupied the 
12th position I’he IJih and the 14fh 
(the last) positions weie secured by 
Ham and the Philippines lespi-itively 
It was the ‘super’ Herman team who, 
as expected, won the trophv 

It was indeed a dismal peitoimance 
by the Indian girls In their previous 
eiicoiinteis with Krigland and Malaysia 
elsewhere the Indian girls had pioved 
their worth Then peitoimance in the 
Asian Women s ,‘soccer too was com¬ 
mendable Then win this sudden 
downfall’ What exactly was our prob¬ 
lem’ The Riourid? Well, though the 
gtound in Taichung was, as the girls 
felt, “a little better than a paddy 
field’’, the football grtiund in ’Taipei 
was just jierlect As the beaming Fin¬ 
nish coach confirmed, not a soul had 
set foot on it for three whole months 
before this tournaraent But neither 
the ground condition in Taichung nor 
the mishaps and illness was totally 
responsible for the debacle Problems 
lay elsewhere 

Things hadn’t tun too well Girls, 
who had received a solid coaching 
before the Asians and thus played 
beautifully, did not get pioper 
coaching before this tournament 
Whatever went by the name of 
coaching this time was moi e of a farce. 
Kuntala explained that right from the 


beginning she had felt that things 
weren’t shaping as they should “In 
Taipei we found that we were just not 
functioning well, there was unify but 
hardly any understanding ’’ Moreover, 
uiiiortunately, very few gills, save 
Rama Das, played their usual game, 
and for this lack-lustie perfoimance 
they were moie than easily outclassed 
by almost all the others They were 


Man and Finnish players fight lor the ball 



just no match for the European girls 
who had improved tremendously and 
played magnificently 

Arati Baneijee, Joint Setietary of 
the WFFl had accompanied the giils 
She felt chat there were more than one 
reason foi then miserable failuie Our 
girls undoubtedly play well, they are 
also good footballers, but others, with 
probably the exception of the Philip¬ 
pines, outplayed us mainly due to 
speed and physKfue Tlieie is no hope 
foi bettei prospects t>t uui girls if 
things remain pist as thev are, she 
explained Theie is no doubt that what 
Mis Baneijee said is absuhiiflv itue 
The aveiage height of players of other 
teams was about 5 7", where as we can 
boast of pisl ahoiii two i)lavers--Judy 
and Yolanda—who ate above the S'T', 
the average height ol the Indian giils 
<s around S'l" and theie is little won 
der that a Komani, Minati oi Shaiiti 
trying to head, jiass or shooi pist got 
lust 111 the c lowd ‘I liai's exactly wliat 
happened”, confitmed then i aptain 
and added, ‘'On foieigri soil we put up 
a very pooi show and taili d niisei.iblv, 
let’s act ('tit It witliout tiviiig to blame 
others ” 

Oui gills havi .Kct'pii'd what has 
tome iheir wav with dignitv, but this 
undoubtedly is a tournament tbev'd 
rather forgot Probably iievei before 
have they been so badly beaten Much 
was expected of them and it was like 
being hit on the face with a wet mop. 
Disappointed and deji'cted, the six¬ 
teen girls will need a little time to 
absorb the shock, but once they do if, 
It goes without saying, thev will suielv 
put in all they can tu prevent a lepeti- 
tion of such debacle in future 

SUDESHNA BARUA 
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News round-up. 


Sports fever in 
Jamshedpur 

JAMSHEDPl'R With a (old nip m the 
wintry an, this pisturusque steel cilv, 
Cun ently bedecked with colours, 
undei dcustlv beautification scheme, 
with the tloud-capped Dalina range 
forming the background, is all set once 
again to usher in another entertaining 
sports season, quite in keeping with its 
well-earned distinction as the “Sports 
Capital” of Bihar The .season starts on 
November 20 with an all-lndia event— 
the All India Women's Inier- 
University Volleyball Championship- 
followed bv the National Boxing 
Championship, commencing from De- 
cembei IS. 1981 Quite a few competi¬ 
tive cricket tournaments of all-India 
importance aie also slated tor the 
season that will continue up to Febru- 
arv next veai Some of the nationally 
reputed cricketei.s are likely to take 
part in some ot ihem 
As manv as 23 North Zone universi¬ 
ties of the country have so far inti¬ 
mated their intention to participate in 
the North Zone Women’s Inter- 
University Volleyball Championship, 
to be held here, under the auspices of 
the Kanchi University, according to 
Ceeta Saiiyal, Principal of the Jam- 
shedpui Women’s College, and orga¬ 
nising secietary of the tournament 
committee Those who are yet to send 
then entries are the univeisities in 
neighbouring West Bengal without 
whom, Mrs Sanyal felt, the contest was 
likely to be “insipid and lack lustie ” 
The JWC, which volunteered its ser¬ 
vices to the Ranchi University, will 
provick' Its well maintained campus 
for the accummodation of the partici 
pants during then lO-day stay for the 
championship The home university 
will'bi ‘manned mostly by the JWC 
girls, who only recently won a five- 
team inter college volleyball tourna¬ 
ment Ur A K Dhan, Vice-Chancellor 
. of the Ranchi University, will inaugu- 
I aiflte the Inter Varsity championship, 

1 Tat J, Russi Mody, Vice-Chairman of the 
1 distr,.Steel. will preside osei the piize 
I Meabiition ceremony 
(tom aKnwhile more than 150 boxers 
Nagalanl the States, including Assam, 
sides the d, Manipur and I'lipura, be- 
Steel Pla4bc'rvices, Railways, and the 
their entunts Sports Board, have sent 
long 28t'Tries to compete in the six-day- 
pionshi h National Boxing Cham- 
cembe*" P. commencing here from I)e- 
Anni. 15 next 

A. K ^ luncing this to Sfwrtsworld, Mr 
Amat -lattoo. President of the Indian 
infor eur Boxing l-ederation (lABF), 

G T med that the stadium at the local 
no' own Community Centre, which is 
wi ar undergoing complete renovation, 
II be the venue of this national event 


and accommodate about 10,000 specta¬ 
tors. Incidentally, Mr Mattoo men¬ 
tioned that It was the fouith time that 
Bihar was chosen for staging this 
‘National*, and Jamshedpur had the 
proud privilege of hosting it each time. 

Most mentionable is the fact that Mr 
Buta Singh, Union Minister of State 
tor Transport and Shipping, who is 
also the Chairman of the Special Orga¬ 
nising Committee of the 1982 Asiad in 
New Delhi, w'lll be here to watch the 
Nationals for his personal assessment 
of the performances ot the Indian 
boxers, pi loi to the selet lion of the 



A K Mam president, Indian Amateur Boning 
Federation 

Indian team tor the Asian Games 

Predictably, the enthusiasm among 
the local youths, who nvvei looked 
upon boxing as an “ignoble art”, is 
already i unning high Repeated public 
demand tor a covei on the stadium is 
under consideration Though the cost 
of staging the ‘Nationals’, is quite high. 
Mr Mattoo is hopeful that the local 
indu.stries with whom sports of any 
kind are a part of their welfate mea¬ 
sures for their employees, will come 
forward with contributions to make 
the event a gi and success The sprawl 
ing campus and the newly-built DBMS 
High School will be at the disposal of 
the Bihar Amateur Boxing Association, 
under whose auspices the ‘Nationals’ 
will be staged, for accommodating the 
boxers and the officials from different ' 
States 

VIDyAHIHYCHATtLHJLL 

Bleak future for 
women’s soccer 

BANGALORE: Girls, giils eveiywhere 
but no one to play This is the pi esent 
Londition of women's football in Kai- 
nataka The Karnataka Women’s Foot¬ 
ball Association (KWFAi has about 
five teams on its rolb but atrually 
there are hardly half a dozen girls who 
pi at tise regularly 

There has been a very poor response 
to the KWFA’s call to youngsters to 
take to the eamc and develoo it in the 


State. Though, normally, no coach or 
suitable equipment is available, Mr. 
Kachappa, .secretary of the KWFA 
claims that there is no dearth of either 
coaches or equipment Only there is no 
girl to make use of the facilities avail¬ 
able 

Karnataka, however, has produced 
many internationals m the past six 
yedi s Chitrd Gangadharan, Uma Kit- 
tii, Gayathri Ponappa and H. Ratna are 
a few names that have made Karnata¬ 
ka proud Among these only Chitra 
and Ratna are active at present There 
are about 12/15 players who have 
represented the State consistently. 

With the help of these girls, somehow 
or other, Karnataka has managed to 
participate in many tournaments'at 
the national level too 

Since Its formation in 1975, the 
association has hosted a couple of Test 
matches in Bangalore In 19/6, Thai¬ 
land was invited to play eight matches 
in India That was the first time a 
foreign women’s team was invited to 
the country to play football Bangalore 
was also one of the venues, and stx 
players fi om the Slate were in the 
Indian team Again, in 1979, the Tiver¬ 
ton loorbdll team from South England 
played nine matches of which one was 
played in Bangalore Later this year, 
the world champions France are sche¬ 
duled to play eight matches in India 

At the national level, Karnataka has 
managed to be amongst the first fours 
Rut now, paucity of players is posmg a 
threat to the game itself Experienced 
players continue only till they get 
niai ried It is learnt that half a dozen 
State players have given up playing 
aflei their marriage and that the asso¬ 
ciation has been finding it difficult to 
fill this gap 

Moreover, Rachappa alleges that 
the girls aie nut prepared to go out of 
station foi tournaments either due to 
tcstrictions at home or due to .studies 
In 1980, It so happened that 46 re- 
poi ted (o d camp at Calicut prior to the 
third Asian Cup The camp had eight 
players from the State as probables 
The State association met all the ex¬ 
penses with the aid of the State Sports 
Council After the training was over 
and the camp concluded, it was learnt 
that some of the girls refused to go out 
of station for playing matches 

Lack of proper planning seems to be 
another malady confronting the asso- 
riation The heavy schedules are 
iisudllv slated from November to mid- 
March That being the examination 
sdhson. It IS inconvenient for the play¬ 
ers who are still at schools and col¬ 
leges One such instance was the 
Junioi Nationals at Lucknow 

There are only four or five clubs at 
the Stale level The schooLs and col¬ 
leges aie not really interested and 
prefer i ecognised games like basket¬ 
ball, hockey, cricket and athletics As 
they are busy promoting these games, 
there is “no allotment” for football. 
One State player complained that foot¬ 
ball was not lucrative enough. “If you 
are in hockey or athletics, you can get 
a lob at least. Who cares for footbaU. 
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ihdt too uomi-ii's lootball asked 
anotIuM bitteiK “It isoiils .1 spaie 
time al.ll^ it\,' said anotliei adding 
iliai It did not mattei it shetould not 
get the State tolmii s h ei aiiothei 
(.omplaiiied thai itieiewas not enough 
eiii oui agenienl 

; So at present, it seems (hat toothall 

I lias not Liinglit on. at least \Mth the 
gills I’lohahh ihi\ shv auav heeaiist 
the game has not vet v\on inui h letog- 
niiion One assotiation oltii lal said, 

' hi aiiklv. we aie not satis!led w ith the 
piogiess we aie making ’ 

As pan ot the populai isation prog¬ 
ramme. till State association plans to 
send a lew i oaches to the sthooK 
I hei e ai e tin ee giminds available in 
H.'iigaloi e itselt and the .issoi lai ion 
hopes to eiuoiitdge the voungsters 
inteiested in the game b\ making thi 
girls plav mil a ninial matches This 
should banish the notion that the game 
is “un ladv like ” 

The whole thing depends on the 
success of the piomotion plans made 
by the association It it can manage to 
foster a tew talented viiungsieis and 
tiaiti them, theie is some hoiie for the 
game's development 7 he plavei s con¬ 
stituting the piesent team aie no 
doubt expel lenced, but thev are not 
likely to stav in the team foi long, nor 
ID leave behind aiiv legaev liven t’hit- 
ra Gungadhai an, one ot the State's top 
tootbullerhas hinted that she is not 
likely to be on the tielil tin long And 
the test of them me fading a wav So, 
now, the next string of plavin s have to 
be chosen, and the soonei the betiei 
Oi else, the ijiiestioii that comes up is 
at this rate, how much hingei will 
Karnataka be repiesented m the game 
atall^ 

moPA KniSHNAawAMY 


! Golf laurels for Ordnance 
i Hole-y Fore-s 

I 

1 

I t'\IC'l'TT\ riu deliglitlul giillmg 
, season ot (.'all iitta w iiiii-i swung iiiio 
I level ish .Id ion wnil till heginiiing ot 
[ the \\ ills I a \001 lU I iiiiisome (loll 
I onl naineiit' held 111 eiillv ,it the I 01 1 
' U illi.im (.oil 1 mil se Spoiisoied bv the 
' lit. the makei s ot U ills I ihei 
i dgaieites tin imii n.inieiit saw s|)ei 
■ tacul.ii debuts li\ some as|)ii ing golt 
! .im.Items till whom.naigi minibei ot 
I ti opines and pi i/es weie wailing 

III .ill 4l> le.mis V led w nil eat h otliei 
i loi ihc pieslignnis UilKl avouiili 
I 1 inn some' 1 1 ophv on ilie lees ihc‘ 

I hisni i.int t.iii w.ivs .iiid inli ic-nelv 
i lilatcd gieeiis ot ilie ]>.n <ib gull 
lOiiist I he letieslnng nip m ihe an 
i |M ov ided the 1 lullt touch li t he morn 
; ing tee otts on the openingdav on 
I (Jitohei J(l Hilt the weatiiei .ilso 
I tended to mdnit an .111 ot soiinioletu e 
! Ill I In e.n Iv I istng golleis 

I lie I II SI dav awakened intiiest in 
'Oid.nnt (.tii.ii ti 1 ' w'lni h conipi ised 
ii.iiioii il pl.iveis Kariihv and Hniitv 
K.nidli.iw.i It Col IIS Kaiidhaw.i 
and Kaliil 'singli with le.im member 
R.mibv Kaiidli.iw.i's nett being(>.f 
I lie following davs saw an aniaitiiig 
nett ' 1 " bv ll.iriivan Singh who played 
111 n niidei pai The ladies also pul in 
ciedn.iiile sioies MissKaviiii Pad 
g.ionk.n, who had lakeii to tin- game 
l.isl veai In ought in a iielt (if ll.ivmg 
won a ninnliei ot lompelitioils .ihe.idv. 
K.iv il.i also h.igged the Ladies Be st Net 
Scoii t mi in this compeliiion hv 
In iiiginiiig III the host score iivei two 
1 minds Mis Asha Khurana hi ought in 
a nett til. Mis Aiuna Singh a nett (>2 


.nut Mis P.iniela Wright a nett G4 
Ihe brilliant pel tor main eol the 
l)i dnaiK e llole-v Tore s, lunipiising 
senioi goltei K D |oii and vuiingxteis 
Viki C liaudhm V. Saiiieev Seth and 
Sdviiulei Singh took shape with K D 
loti's nett (>(». Satiieev Seth's nett 66 
and Viki ('haudhai v's nett 'i‘J, bringing 
then lot.il in (he tiist lound to 196 
Plavirigio? under pat, Viki 
('h.iudhai v put in a steady round Yet 
to he 16 veins old, Vikr had taken to 
the game onlv two veais ago 
With L( ('ill Randhawa playing tu a 
nett 64, and Biiniv Randhawa to 71, 
Ordnance Quartet finished the first 
round with 199, barely 4 stiokes be 
hind ihe leading loursome 
'1 he mist above the gull course hung 
low with suppiessed expectations on 
the eve ot the second round of the 
tour n.imeiit The Ordnant e Quartet, 
though fai ing a tough task ahead 
against the more advantageously 
'handicapped' Ordnance Ilolc-v hoie- 
s. wete irl.iyeis with experience and, 
theiefoie, psvchologicallv on a par 
wiih the latter In spiti of the mental 
I>i essmes, the Oi diianie Hole v Fore s 
letiised to he ovei.iwed .irid stuck to 
moie consistent and acciiiaie ball- 
placing S.iriieev Seth's 64 and 1.4-year 
old Saviiidei Singh's net 6.4 placed the 
team into an unassailable position 
with 1% m the second round Oidn 
aiiie Qu.iiiei hauled against the odds 
bill biought III a futile 2U4 
K I) loll, Viki I'haudhary, Sanjeev 
.Seth and Savmdei Singh of (irdtianie 
Hole v I'me-s, with an overall 392, won 
the championship with an <iwesome 10 
strokesovr I (ndnance Quartet, an 
added 4 dav holiday at a Wekomgroup 
hotel, and all the laurels 
vikram AAniiYA cMounuciny 
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CRI^UIZ by Eddie Dunstan 


Off his ear^and 
over the fence 


The bye that went for six 

A six in It'g-hvi"’ ‘>H iln' l).il''iniin's 

person 

rii.ll W.1S the result ol .1 li.ill liom .in 
exicptionallv f.isl Fssex howler, ot 
whom noted c ru ket (rilK ,A A Thom¬ 
son wrote "He w.is tin* only bowler 
whoever gave aw.iy six lej>-hves trom 
one ball oil the batsman's lelt i*ai " 

In his d.iv the I ssex «'V(jress w.is 

I teneralK ai i (-(iterl .is the f.ist(>st hovs- 
er vet s(*en atui .u t onlerl the .iwr'cl 
respec I to hr* < omm.inrierl m the years 
that l.iv ahead by the I .iiwoods, the 
Lindwalls, thr* Truemans, theTssons 
That he tiillv expec f«*d stir h .iwed 
respet t is c leai irom t ardus stor\ ol 
a batsm.in lakinp ituaid .ind l.ic iiik up 


vsitlr his lett toe rai-.ed trom thr* 
ground ' l\a ii (l<;v\ n " .ulvised the 
bowler "I alloss oiil\ one batsman to 
i or k a snook .il me and th.it's the old 
man (me.ininn, ol touiseW Cj 1 Put it 

dovMi,\outu’. lellel 

I hr* batsm.in u.is in)urlii nuis 
r*nour',h to disn ^;.ml thr* .kI\ k r*-—arul 
the bowler s i.istesl yorkei land(*d 
(r.ish on hi* loe < .ip Ih(“'voun>’ 
li*ller w.issolir il'iu.lv h(*lped trom 
thi'itroiind liihi'.hook T/ie/.isfMen 
I >a\ iiU nth e oil's So m.inv emi lent 
I IK k*’'r's ol hi- lirin* 'the I fi'tt'si have 
St, lied ihei' lirliel 'll. it no one i ould 
e\el h.iSi b(‘('li l.isliT th.ll II would be 
.1 monoions lo li-l ilie.n *1 el lor onr* 
le.is, in 01 .molhei lie never pl.ived lor 
I nyj.ind' I le in 1 , not li.u.* lepre- 


si*nted his countrs but he has written 
bis nami* indelibly into the history of 
c ric k(*t 

QUESTION ifl Who was the 
I Essex ex- 
■ press'^ 

()nly a levs years lx*hind the Lssex 
express a liow ler ol c omparable 
hlisteriiiK (lace was (*n)ergini 4 in Au- 
sir.ilia I le had iusl turned 20 wh«*n he 
took f)'4() as tngland were dismissed 
lor()l in the lirst innings ol the 1004 
litih Test in Melbourne (won by Au¬ 
stralia by 218 runs) It was his ser ond 

[(*Sl 

I he Aiistialian tlrunderbolt -he wa'. 
r lediti'd will, h.iving hrok(*n stumps 
inoie than 20 limes loured hngland 
IWK e, li's oiitsl.Hiding pi*r1orm.ini es 
being ' I ^8 in tlu* iillh Test at T fie 
(Ivaiin |00", .iiul )'58 in the thud Test 
.11 Le(*ds and (iin ihe tilth l(*s| .it 
lh«*0\.il 111 l‘i(i‘) 

In ihi' I ('('(is m.iU h, wtiir h Aiistialia 
won l)v 12(i, 1 ngland managed onl\ 

87 in thc'ii SCI ond innings in whn ii 
the ,'\usir,ili.rn p.u etii.in s v i< tuns in- 
(lurk'd the lop-sr on 1 , I lobbs \ 50) 
whom he bowled togelhr*r with t B 
1 1 \, sharp.ind I lust i his lint* bowler 
was (I'll ol SIX dissidents vvho with¬ 
drew Irom Ihe 1012 tourol ['ngl.ind 
ov(*r a dispuie with tlu* Australian 
Board ot ( rmtiol I le ( ame trom New 
South VV.ili's .111(1 lo this (lav is reniem- 
b(*red by his nit knanu* lathei than his 
( hi islian n.irne VVhik* st'rv ing in tin* 
.Aiistialian I ight 1 lorst* in World War 1 
he was k'lli'd in .iction by a snipr'r at 
Ber'ishi'b.i 

QUESTION ^1 Who was this 
M Australian ex- 
press bowler"? 


LAST WEEK S ANSWERS 

1 IvHii NimUc ( \\ho lIkmI .r * fi III 

P».,i 

2 It IS lUli ill 1)1 rhc iitvi besi 
cmhlh ticket pjitrii iship, one of them 
ostablishi d rxtn t'.iibfi - 292 In R 

(210 not out) «iiul I okI (lawkc (l(»b) fot 
>Olkshiiuiigaiiist Waiwukshiioin 1R%— 
andi'i'jln ihfWrst Indians L A V Williiims 
( Mt not (Mil) and t A MartindxilL'f H4) lor 
Hjrb.idos «m.unst Tt inidad in 19*1^ 

^ (ol naidstall 1 1(>9 not out) in the sixth 
wukot paiineiship and Mauruo Kovland 
(1H7) in (he second'Wukot stand 
\ lav k I inKloton (U16) in the sixth-wickct 
panne iship and Bill Ponsfind (26b) m the 
M'lond wicket stand 
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ACROSS 

1 Thrasher on the tennis court (6) 

4 Neither must you go for an informal 
dance, nor must you keep the beat 

(4) 

8 Nancy beginning for an Indian tennis 
player (6) 

9 Tennis player who wears a diamond 
oar-ring in his left ear (1, 5) 

11 Sounds like Noah returned as part of 
this horse race (3) 

14 10 downs Christian name (5) 

16 Irritate backwards with nagging fligfit 

( 5 ) 

17 Christmasy Start to venue of World 
Games I (6) 

ir19 Bridge and tennis scoring units 
(5) 

21 Scientific margin of boxing victory (1, 
1 1 ) 

26 Actors who play only minor parts in 
cnckef? (6) 

27 Pakistan Test cricket s youngest rap 
tain fails to make it (5. 1) 

28 Hunted animal contest'’ (4) 

29 Fishy movement (6) 

DOWN 

1 First double cardinal number begins 
this game (6) 

2 Baseba'I team (4) 

3 A vane Godfrey is lost and forgetful 
(4) 

5 Black and white supervisor (6) 

6 Adapt yourselves to wearing any 
cape for running (4) 

7 Fasten cricket end (3) 

10 Animal doctor in the middle of this 
athlete (S) 

12 "Ever Onward” (5) 

13 His life and the beautiful game (4) 

15 Pitfall at the range t4) 

18 Emperor of the Calcutta maidan (5. 
1 ) 

20 Beatified cricket equipment (6) 

22 Little Elizabeth tied to the stake at the 
course (3) 

23 Return to courage in tennis (4) 

24 Forgetful Jim is barefoot (4) 

25 Cricket examination (4) 

(Solutions next week) 
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QUESTIONS 

1 When and where were the first Com 
monwealth Games held"’ 

2 In which Olympics Japan won all the 
swimming golds except that in the 
400 m free-stvle’ 

3 Why was Mrs lolanda Balas Soclor 
of Rumania famous in her maiden 
day;’’ 

4 In which year was Ihn Infinnational 
Cricket Conference lor mod’ 

5 Who IS Teodorti Unqureanu’ 

6 Who was the first woman to swim the 
English Channel’ 

7 A famous discus-tliiowor partii ipaled 
in Six Olympiads in one of whu h she 
defied an aim iriiuiy lo venturi' the 
one throw permitted to her arid won 
Itie gold Identify her 

8 1 he official postei foi the 1982 World 
Soccer championships is the work o< 
a famous artist Name him 

9 A hockey player was rushed to rein¬ 
force the Indian team in an Olympic 
city but he was nrjt allowed lo assist 
the side because he was not an 
Indian nalion:il Guess who'’ 

10 October 24 1968 is a black day in the 
history of India s sport Why'? 
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SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO 120 



Jeetendra Puniabi, Calcutta 

Q Who IS Narasimha Hao's fust Test 
victim'? 

A Skippei Alvin Kallicharran o< West 
Indies 

Q Which Indian bowler has conceded 
most runs in an innings'? When"? 

A Vinoo Mankad who conceded 228 
runs in the 5lh T est against West Indies at 
Kingston in 1952-53 

Sumont Salway, Thane 

0 How many Tests did C D Gopinalh 
play tor India and how many runs did he 
make'' 

A Gopinalh played in 8 T esfs foi India, in 
which he made 4 zeroes 

N K Nawln, Bhagalpur 

Q Who has scored highest number of 
runs in one calendar year'? 

A Vivian Richards of West Indies, who 
scored 1,710 runs in 11 Tests in the 
calendar year 1976 

Saniay Agarwal, Lucknow 

Q Who IS the first batsman to scene a 
triple century in Tests'? 

A Andy Sandham of England scored the 
first triple century (325) against West 
Inrlies at Kingston in 1929 30 
Subhash Saha, Murshidabad 
Q What IS Chauhan s full name'? 

A Ctielan Pratap Smgh C'hauhan 

Amit BiSwas, Kalimpong 

Q. Who bowled the highest consecutive 
maiden overs'? 

A R G Nadkarni of India f21 5 overs) 

Amar Datta, Ranaghal 

Q What was the bowling analysis of Kapil 
Dev and Ghavn in the 3rd Tost vs 
Australia at Kanpur in 1979 80'? 

A Kapil Dev 27-5 78-2 and 17 2 5-30-4, 
Ghavn 23 3 5-65-3 and 11 0 28-1 

Lalan Siddiquee, Jamshedpur 

Q How many wickets tias Dymoi k taken 
on his debut'? . 

A 2 for 44 and 5 tor 58 


Bi|oy Gogti, Digboi, Sheikh Ashil All, Muri, 
Joyant Acharya, Patna 

Q What IS the Test liowlinq record of 
Irnmn Khan'? 

A 8.313 balls, 264 maidens 3,7(i9 runs 
128 wirketf 29 44 average, 8 times 5 
wickels in an innings and once 10 wickets 
in a match 6 63 best bowlmq 

G Raghu Ram, Jamshedpur 

Q How many playeis have bagged ' pair" 
on debuT? 

A G F Grace C I J Smith, G A Gooch 
from Enniind M Whitney from Australia 
*C C Wimble, J T I VVillouqhby, J J 
Kolze P S T Jones T A Ward. C D 
Dixon C N McCarthy from South Africa, 
A F Valentine from West Indies, K C 
James. F T Badcock. L A Buttertieid, C 
G Howe B P Bracewull froni New 
Zealand and G S Rarnchand from India 
hove burjyed a 'pair' on debut 




RaiM Pal, Sahafeginj. 

Q. When, where and against whom India 
played her first Test'’ 

A. Against England at Lords in 1932 

San|ay Kumar ChowdiHini, Darbbanga. 

Q. Who has scored the highest number of 
hall centuries m Tests'’ 

A. Geoff Boycott of England has made 40 
half centuries in 104 Tests 

Oabaiiilsb MoHra, Gorakhpur 

Q. How many centuries and fifties has 
Gavaskar hit in Tests'’ 

A. 23 centuries and 27 half centuries in 69 
Tests 

Pradoap Kumar Thakur, Calcutta. 

Q. Who scored the quickest century in 
Tests? 

A. J M Gregory of Australia, who made a 
century in 70 minutes in the Test vs South 
Atnca at Johannesburg in 1921-22 


P. Srlnhnsan, Banparapal. • 

Q. Who appoints Test commentators and 
who pays their remuneration—Cricket 
Board or AIR? 

A. All India Radio appoints commentators 
for Tests, and Government of India pays 
for the commentary 

Narayan Sahal, Patna. 

Q. How many Tests have Chauhan played 
and how many runs in these Tests has he 
made'’ 

A. 40 Tests in which he has made 2.064 
runs (n 31 57 runs per innings 

Syad Ibrahim, Bangalore. 

Q. Is there any batsman other than Vish- 
wanath who has played over 50 Tests 
without a break since debut'’ 

A. No Even Vishwanath did not play 
consecutive Tests since his debut He 
missed 2 Tests after his first four Tests 


6. RaBlwnni. Asbok Kwnar, P. Sharim, 
Jamshedpur. 

Q. Who IS the only Indian batsman to bat 
on all the Jive days of the Test match'’ 
A. M L Jaisimha. 

S. M. R. Islam, Buidwsn. 

Q. What are the dates of birth of Yashpal, 
Yadav and Yajurvindra Sinh|i? 

A. Yashpal was born on 11 8 1954, Yadav 
on 26 1 57 and Yajurvindra on 1 8 1952 

Ratan KIshore Tlwari, Bhagalpur. 

Q. What IS Difip Vengsarkar's date of 
birth'’ 

A. 6th April 1956 

Satish Kumar Gupta, Deoghar. 

Q Whal IS Vishwanath's highest score at 
Bombay'’ 

A. 113 made in the fifth Test vs England in 
1972-73 
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A pled'.iMf! ovi’iU, vyhicti IS reldlively ni-w uii 
ihc tdiend.ii, is the London Trophy (ui NON- 
bndge i .obs. m other words, sjorts ond 
socuii ilubs and their like who happen to 
have d bridge section or a nucleus of keen 
players A nu e idea, and m the ttiird year o( 
tlie compelitiuri (which is played on teams- 
ol four, knock out lines) the entry had grown 
to 81 clubs in the Lor^don area Full deiailb 
liom C teighlon 78 Glenwood Gardens. il 
ford Essex (01 350 7303), entries by ‘Jep 
teiiiber 

AithooKh vi)u won't meet any 'professional 
sharks' i'i the event, it doesn't mean that the 
hands will Ije uninteresting This was a deal 
from an eariiei linal with points ot inteiest in 
bulh bidding and play 

W AU 4 
K o 9 7 s 4 

- • 10 9 .■> 

♦ J 


W 10 9 2 
. -0 j; 

■ H b S 
4 J 8 b S 


N 

W E 

s 


# b 3 

J a b 

s' O J 

♦ K u y r 4 J 


♦ KJ87S 


'.'A 


.>A8 74J 
4> A 10 


North deal! with East West vulnerable and 
the losing finalists bid as follows 

south north 
1 

2 4 31 ? 

4 '> 4 4 

pass 

You may argue that Nonh should have sup- 
poiied his partner's spades immediately, 
but I think that the blame for missing the 
reasonable slam rests with South II is 
usually a mistake to force with two-suited 
hands, and when the sp.ide support Imally 
came, it was oy no means clear that it was 
so good At ihe other table. South started 
with one-spade, wiiti <he forcing bid of 
three-diamonds m reserve over a heart 
rebid The auction went smoothly to six- 
spades 

Suppose that you play in the small slam, 
and get a club lead'’ There may be an 
improvement, but at first glance I would win. 
unblock C’A and ^ash 4K and 40 it 
trumps are 3-2, i can ruti a lieart high, draw 


the last trump and succeed against 4-2 
hearts If trumps prove to be 4-1,1 can start 
on Ihe hearts (throwing a dub first) and 
hoping lor a 3-3 breax As soon as a 
defender rufts, I can win the return, draw 
the last trump with 4A and cash the rest ol 
(tie hearts 

Last wuak’u quiz: we had been discussing 
the cost of sacrificing agamsi a vulnerable 
game by the opponents when your side 
was not vulnerable, and I asked you 
whettier you would be prepared to lose 500 
points. It. IS an old chestnut ~ at duplicaiu. 
of course,/or it is an obvious saving Bui at 
rubber bridge it is a rather poor bet You wii! 
have lost your 500 points and - the key 
factor so often overlooked - it is still 3-1 
that your opponents will win the rubber The 
way to win at rubber bridge is to minimise 
your lasses' 

Thiu wuck's quiz: at game all, you hold, as 
South 4AOJ97 2“'AK43>'/1034 
10 West deals and opens one club, your 
partner overcalls with one-diamond and 
East bids two-clubs Well, what action 
should you lake - three clubs, two-spades, 
three-spades or four spades'’ 


Chess 


Pi’K r r.laiVf 


A signifiuant gap in the ground covered hv 
ilie Batsford Algebraic Chess Openings 
senes (edited by R G Wade) has been filled 
tiy the publication of The Mona (Smith) Gam 
Ol' (£6 9b in paperback) by the Hungarian IM 
Janos riesch As the author puts it, this 
system (1 P K4, P QB4; 2 P-Q4, PxP, 3 P- 
Q0J) IS "rich in marvellous st'ategems" and 
' no torn attacking player could find a bettei 
weapon on the Sicilian battlefield " I should 
idd that 't makes a very good choice lor 
White It tie IS much better than his opponent, 
but a very bad choice if he is much worse, 
and I offer two games to support this The lirst 
IS fron a semi-serious event, a blindfold 
simultaneous display in Hungary in 195*9 
White riesi h, Black Sos IP- K4, P - QB4, 
2 P - Q4, P K P,3P QB3 P X P, 4 Kt X 
P, Kt - QB3, b Kt 03. P - Q3,6 B - QB4, P 
- K3 7 0 0, Kt B3. 8 Q K2, P QRJ, 9 
R ai Q - R4 lOB B4, Kt K4 11 Kt x 
Kt P A Kt 12 B Q2 Q ■ 82, 13 QR Bl, 
B Q2, 14 B X RP. R X B, 15 Kt - Kt5, Q 
Kt3, 16 B K3, Q - R4, 17 Kt - B7ch. K - 
K2, 18 P QKt4, Q X RP. 19 Q Q3, Q - R5, 
20 Kt X R Q X Kt, 21 R - B8, Q X Q, 22 B 


B5( 11 , U U3. 23 B X Qmale i he second 
rome-i from .ne of the strongest lourna 
meiit'. ever held in the USA 
While KMntIh Smith. Bid,.i- H«nrii|ut Mfckini, S<i i.U" 
Delen e iSd^ AmIoi'iu 19',’' 

I P ■ K4. P 084, 2 P - 04. P > P 

3 P 083. P X P, 4 Kt > A, Xt - 083 

S Kt - 83, P - 03, 6 8 - 084, P 083 

T 0 0. M - 83, 8 P - 083 

Till', ,ei u-ej the ixijilinn rl the Biilu'f, ,^n Iht uK-i 
■‘KtHdiaKui'ui While s deiiekitirr,cut is Cdsy dridtiPcdn 
.111 irj 10 p i.'ej 1 .ilrri'y 
8 P - K3, B 0 • K2, P 83 

10 8 01 P K4 

Oi|'-fi^ll. leJl*' IheihXl o, J)-.l,e 10 l| (. r>nhl I ,t 

" e /!• .i>i Mi'V VI III. W S'JiJclie I >iui,i If ti"i, i. 

11 Kt 05. 8 K2, 12 I K3. Kt • Kl 

13 P > Kt 

I !■ I , 'iii.jrj' di,(| LeTIei wds 1* ri ' K, K'H'ig 
I. I, .‘III 1 1 ; 1 1 , Ii.f Ihe I iiAM 

13 Kt -ni, 14 Kl X pr 

S'lllln prjCdUly l,ili.l'• I ,1 ‘1 1 1 ... .li'ip Ahe, 

Ills preiiipijs nil,,e fne jni i,l ' il ah cpei t’l, ■ It 
ilXj dtidcx (I.IWII tAjIfi tie U Ilk .ti'ij r*ie K llle huA, ver 
k IS nut gCAKl cncjKh 

14 P > Kl, IS P 84 P • P 

18 P - 08, P k a. |7 0 - P. Kt 83 

15 8 - 05, 0 0, IS 8 ■ Kl, 8 KI4 

20 Kmi|IU 

CompMrtion 8491 buidiii,. ' ■ >i Atei. 


Bid. k 



SahiHM to 8480 (Mlhfal AMkfeiM. Pjrn, 1914) 
(i4rk1/p3h2p/Iplp2pl 2|iPp2n 2P'Plq1 38281 
r PP2a2P ' 8182NKI ilack to pUy.) Tn, ii.> jie Woiid 
Champion lir.ished Wlnit on i>y ,?! n x nu ri ?? 
K X R Kt » Rih 21 P ■ Kl Q X KtP 24 U MR 
KBloh 2t> K K2 0 Kl'nh anJ White resignec (21} 
k K1.B U.' H Kltelr 

Problan Nk 1156 ... vve,-i. 

W SpiellliMlin (Serund Pi,/e (dr Si fitjili,' l'ff,'ii (8 
r 5p2 / 285'8 8 7384.8 3k4 2 whila man 2 klack) 
Wtiite to ; lay di 0 'iiak n. hvi > i. ve . 

SahitMn to No 1155 (PnitiHi) <8 1p2p3 IP2Bp2 
lOtPIPpI ' 2NIPn81 8p1k1N2 p3pP2 Kkn183 
aulf m k»a,) 1 u t!.>.-iiK'A.fiiK i. 1 k - i 
cl Kl III. 1 n b’ M xi,' ,i I I II 
Br U U4 (.11 i Kl A R 2 Kl Ki_' 
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Brush vour teeth with Colgate after 
every meal It protects you just the way 
dentists recommend all over the woild 
Bacteria grow in food particles left 
between your teeth These can cause 
bad odour and, later, painful decay 
So always brush the Colgate way right 
after eating It's proven most effective to 
freshen your breath, whiten your teeth, 
and fight decay. 

Colgate has the fresh, minty taste that makes brushing a pleasure. 


How Colgate's trusted formula works 

Odour and decay causinq 
bacteiia giOw in food piirticli’S 
trapped between your teeth 

Colgate’s umtjue active fo.im 
roaches deep to lenmve damjeiuus 
food particles and bditena 

The result attiartive y,^hile lecth 
fresh-breath confideni e, 
protection against de. ay 






Stop bad breathe 
Figbt tooth dec^ ~ 
wtih ColQStG 

Dental Cream 









hot rnmpht** t err 

Colgate Trlgard Toofhbfushes 
THR££ TIMES BfTTBR 
Guiird tuoth 

Ciudrri duiiinnt 
dnoial phique 

Ciij*ird Qurns 


DCG 73 80 
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Because only 
Palmolive Shave Cream 
has SGL-4 for rich 
'Moisturized Lather' to 
soften the toughest beard. 


Palmolive Shave Cream has exclusive 

ingredient SGL-4 It gives you iich 

‘Moisturized Lather' that stays moist 

through the shave This softens 

the toughest beard, and your razor 

glides smoothly You get 

the most comfortable close shave. 


De-Luxe Lather Lemon-Fresh 

Bold m.i 6 culinc Brucinc), Menthol-Cool 

fracirancc! rcfrobhiruj tong Cool confidence. 



Use PalmoGve to soften your tough beard. 
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I tournaments this year has 
frustrated me The lesponsi 
hilitv of this debacle must 
he entiiely borne by the 
club offiii.ils led hv Nisith 
t’lhosh He must lesinn and 
leave the c lull in the hands 
ol those who genuinels love 
the (lull I blami the (.luh 
nieinhets who, foif’ettiiiK 
the iieh tiadiUon ol the 
ilub h.ive voted toi these 
pel sons 

r h MURA. 
{ll.iJuh.iil 

Congrats 

C ONt.RATl'LAIIONS to 
K<i|o Mukheiiee ioi 
piifilishini’ the bold ailule 
m the issue of (Ktohei 21 
rile 1 .isl /one seleilois 
ha\e pioved then Lalloiis 
ness l)\ inihidiiii; an unlit 
howlei like Baiun Bui m.in 
III the Last /one team, .aid 
In > e\cludiii)i plaseis like 
Hai I (adnaiii. Ashish Sinha, 
Miiliael D.ilvi, Ihdei All 
and I'aiasaiiill.ih tiom the 
L.isl Zone team I wish llu- 
seleilois VMiuld Ki^<^ up the 
Stale wise quota svsiein .iiul 
inilude these plaveis alone 
with sou lie pl.ivi I like 
Venk,uiain in tile I',im /oiu 
lo phis .le.iinst die tfiiiMiie 
M('( side 

SIIXHIR Ml, 

l.inisht'ilpiii 

Hope and 
disappointment 

S l’.NIL ('.AVASKAK is 
.team ion I III I lie his 
admiieis willi some dihehi 
lul centiiius lit fust class 
nialihes Me has sioii-d loin 
leilliilies III ,1 loss this se.i 
son He sioied iwo niaemli 
lent hutulieds in the Wills 
I'lophv m,ifi hes, one i doit 
lessii’iilins III the liani lio 
phs ae-iiiisi the Rest of In 
dia <iiul an iiiifieaten leii- 
luiv in die Duleep riophv 
.■eainsi (eiiiial Zone I 
dunk Suiinv vmII sioie leii 
t u M e s a I I e 1 i eii 1 ii i i es 
ae.iinsl the Mt'C this 
season 

Bui side by side with Sun- 
riv's letuin to toim, a d,nk 
(loud ol disappoiiument 
and deieitioii peivades In 
dian iiickit due to the ion 
liiiuous failuie of India's 
.inolhei little m.istei ('. R 
VishwaiiiUh The mai'slio 
who has sei veil Indiaii ii iik- 
11 tor the last 12 S'eais needs 
lest now I'loni the sixth 
lest .leainst Austulia at 
Kornhav in 1979 to the ihiid 
and hiial Test aeainsi New 
Zealand in 1981 he has 
sioied Olds a sinele leiuuiv 


In the domestic cricket also 
he has been a constant fai- 
luie with bat I am sorry to 
opine that it is hieh time 
now to exclude Vishwanath 
from the 'lest side and in 
elude 111 his place a promis 
111^ yoiiiiK batsman 

V BALA CHAWRAS. 

Call uttij 

Siiastri*s matoli 

T he Irani Trophy match 
between Biimbav and 
the Rest of India was simply 
Ravi Shastri's match He 
was the only difference be¬ 
tween the two sides But one 
should not underestimate 
the pel formances of I’atil, 
Doshi and Madanlal in the 
encounier The BCCI should 
he booed if they do not 
iiuliide Madanlal in place of 
(ihavii in th(' fiitnie Tests 
The match sif>nitii>d the end 
of ('ihavii fiom the Test | 
scene and ihe ie-enti\ of I 
Madanliil Lastly, we fet 1 ! 
soiry tot Baiun Burm.in, 
who loiild not lontiiuie the 
niaiih due to miisile pains 
Anvway, the Duleep 1 lophy 
IS not iai oil and 1 letpiesi I 
the B( Cl to keep an eye on | 
the pUuiis like Kiiti A/ad, , 
S11 k k .1II t h, S r 1 n 1V a s a n, i 
A r II III ri I B a r 11 n and 
t'l.iekwad 

FRARAI r.f'f/l, 
B,ili 1,111 Ninth 

RAVI SlIASTRl's siuniuiiy I 
peilormance in ihe liatii ! 
Tlophy lontiims his risinit 
st.itiiie in Indian inikel 
r.vei suite he not Ins bleak 
into Test iiii-ket, Shastii 
has niaiihed tioni stieiinth 
to stiennth .ind has pioied 
rliai he has the m.ikinnsof a 
top I l.iss fiowlcr Me has hit 
the sieiit ptst as siieita'u 
l.irK as Kapil Dev and Sunil 
Gavaskar, and promises to 
hecoiiie a wot Id i lass pertoi- 
mei like them 

VIJA\ CHMRC.ADE. 

Punt' 

Thagks 

T hanks to sporc'^woiid 
foi pnblishinn the arti 
cle “My life in Denmark” by 
I'rakdsh Padukonc Before 
the cnieiBetue of Piakash 
as a top class player, there 
was not much iiiieiesi 
amongst Indian followei.s ol 
the game about oiii interna¬ 
tional perlormaiiie But 
things have i hanged foi the 
better Now whenevei thete 
IS a mat>.h ol Piakash, we 
anxiously wait to hear the 
news VVe hope that Spoit- 
su'oi id should publish mure 
at tides about Prakash 
K ROY CHOUDHliRY, 
Howrah 



The Sporting Life 


•KEEPER S CATCH I 

Binninghain: That was certainly an extra ordinary catch and 
Aussie wicket-keeper Rodney Marsh can justifiably take 
every credit for it. During the recent one day cricket 
international between England and Australia, a streaker ran I 
on to the Edgbaston pitch as a dare, and was caught in a I 
Marsh The magistrates fined him E25 ' 

WHISTLE STOPPER ! 

Wembley: They're everywhere these days—-rowing at Henley, 
nding in the Grand Natioiial, running marathons, climbing 
Everest, sports editing the New York Times, circling the 
earth, umpiring at Wimbledon The world of sport is last | 
becoming a ladies’ game and now Elizabeth Forsdick I 
encouraged by her husband “as a joke", is the first woman to I 
become a class I referee eligible to handle Football League ! 
and F A Cup Matches She's red—carded a few sharp- i 
shooting guys and has emerged a winner in every match i 
she's refereed so far She'll probably cause some (wolf) ^ 
whistles at Wembley soon' 

HEADS YOU LOSE I 

Cambridge: A news report in the Cambridge Review read as j 
follows "Cambridge lost the annual Boat Race (vsOxford) for I 

the 7th year in succession Another notable intellectual ' 

achievement " I 

BE A SPORT PUSHi 

Haringey Ads appearing in sports journals for beefy chaps , 
with big behinds should not be misconstrued They’re merely ' 
lequired as job-a-bobbers by the British Bobsleigh Associa -1 
tion which IS recruiting heavies from other sports to shove I 
their weight around at the New River Sports Centro So if you \ 
have the push but lack a sport, you could use it here to good i 
effect 1 

BERNIE TELLIS I 
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THAT THE SAME SUY WHO TELLS 
ME MEVER to set mad WHEN 1 LOSE 
A LITTLE LEAOUE GAME ? 



Maybe the 'aorld /e a giant treao- 
mill and the y re the hamsters" 


First time youve seem 
white water, billinoslv-'^' 










Aftermath of the 
Sunday match 

The match against Ayr United on Sunday, in 
which he was not played, led to a distressing 
situation. This extract—second of the series— 
describing the aftermath, is taken from “Where 
do I go fi'om lici e? An Autobiography of George 
Best.” The book is published by Queen Anne 
Press, Mandonald & Co, London. 


A DAMP Friday utti'iiKinn m I I'lmi 
ary Cai'—! and nt'nplc tmiiN 
through the Luintnirgh inisi. ilii' lii'.his 
along PriiiLt Street tli,u\ sliDppeis in 
the warmili ot moios, hnsos till uiili 
people going home, giiing sonii'ivlit'ie 
Me, I stand at my hotel imiuIow look 
ing out, gazing at tlie tiguies l.ii he 
low. Simply filling time wiili loi'\ 
eight houis to kill helore Sond.n's ( up 
game against Ayi United I.ookingoui 
of the window oi watihing iiliMsion, 
not for the piugrammes tint toi the 
company ot the voices Ihe paintei ot 
the writer might protii lunn the time 
spent studying people in the sticet 
Othei people are what thev woik with 
.1 just wanted to be out iheie among 
I them; to be one ot them 

It could neyei be, not in Ki it.iin 1 hi 
moment I walked thioogh the hotel 
door it was like running the g.iiiiitlet 
A pen ^nd piete ot r>apei wotilcl he 
thrust into my hand, some siiaiigei 
would want to talk, anothei to shake 
my hand, others to smile, state losuli 
wave How tould 1 join those people in 
the bus queues vvhen I'd spent niv 
adult life ciossing to the oihei side ot 
the street lo avoid them'-' So I staM d >ii 
my room until, as thi night diew in 
the telephone hi ought the iiiMtauoiis, 
the drinks and the compaiiv that w,is 
preferable to the solitude l-xeishods, 
It seemed, was happy r<> dunk with 
George Best, 'and who was 1 to ihs 
appoint them^ It didn't take too tn.inv 
drinks to become the (leotgie Best 
th^ wanted to clunk with 
Tne othei Geoige Best wouldn't 
have interested them nnich Ihete 
aren’t too many peo|)lt wtllittu to 
spend (hen atiei noons in .in oseilie 
ated hotel loom watchiu!', seLoiul . kiss 
racing with vesteril.is'-. supeisi.n i 
don’t know that I toun'l .i o t.ev 
myself I w.inied to lead I 10 I'ii.d Ide. 
not meieiy exist Ms iiu- h,id - -eisi- u-d 
of doing sometliing to the iidi m -u t 
doing It at all romoiiow w.i-. il.i iiosi 
day when the in.itvh lepoii-, wfie 
read, or the haimoM-i i mu o" m tin 


gill got diessed and went home to bed 
loihiv was the dav 1 played the game 
to [tlease the millions—and how they 
losed It' Tomoriow was for the nine to 
fise in.Ill who sweated one third ol his 
dav awav tor Ins wile and kids and 
le.id about (leoigie Best, supetstai, lo 
lelieve the hoiedom He didn’t want to 
lead about some lonelv mixed-up liish- 
man who couldn t tome to Ic'rnis with 
wliai III' wanted liom lift' 'that might 
li.ive hi'i-ri tcjo inutli like Ills own life 
. 111(1 he didn’t need reminding of that 
What was it thev said when W’valt 
l-aip, .in old man thinking about 
living, heg.in lo tell of rombstone and 
the gunlight at the OK t’oiial, how it 
le.dlv vvas'^ 'To hell with the irutli 
punt the legend’ That’s how it had 
iiei-ii osei mote than a decade toi 
(U'oigie Best People wanted to read 
about the legend 

Ot did I Ill'S ■' i'lie iiews[).ipc'is larely 
g.ivi them the ciiaiice to loiget the old 
stoiii's. as 1 ssas soon to discovei vet 
•ig.iin '\nd once mote I would leant to 
ms cost that sou should never tiust the 
media What thev have thev use lo 
their own adsaiit.ige Like the Scan 
diii.is 1,111 mag.izine I’d been doing a 
stillv with eailiei in the week Usual 
thing, a leporter and a photogiapher 
till- phoiijgiaphei clicking his way 
I hi oiigh a ci'iiple of I oils ot I dm while 1 
tis lo com en It ate on the ,s.tnie holing 
tontine ot questions and answeis This 
|>ailicul.ii day, though, things had 
goiii' vvioiig tiom the stall The lepoi- 
ti'i had m.iili' .i muddle oi the aiiange 
mc-nis and when wi' finally met up I 
was having a few, quiet, after-training 
lagi'is w. h several of the Hihs lads in 
{ a hat neat <he Bonn Bntish. mv tein 
pill.IIS home Nothing heavv, just tak 
iiig It i ass talking anil taking the 
niitkes out ot eseivone and eveiv 
•lung the was must plavt’isdo But this 
lepoiiei, he's slatting to get lestless 
hi'iause I’m leehiig louic and not in 
• iiih .1 hiiirs .IS he is .Mavbe 1 should 
j h.ive ht'i'ti lie was paving for the 
I Slots’ But It was eailv, and 1 had a 


I whole afternoon and evening in Iroiii 
of me with nothing definite to do l&aw 
' no reason to hurry In the end, he pt 
so unpleasant that I gave him back his 
cheque and told htm to stuff the-inter- 
view 1 didn’t want to do it 
They soon got their own back, 
though Friday night in the hotel bar 
eased into Saturday, Saiuiday became 
Saturday night And on Saturday 
night, tolluwing the rugby internation¬ 
al between Scotland and FYance, theie 
was one almighty party going on in the 
North British Players, fans, French¬ 
men, Scuts, It was bedlam, but it was 
better than sitting in my room on my 
own The drinks were coming fast and 
furious Someone introduced me to 
Jeaii-Pierre Rives, the French captain, 
and we talked and drank, ot rather I i 
did the dunking He’d had enough 
The mam ditfeience, though, was that 
he’d played his game and 1 still had 
mine to play the next day F.xcept that 
1 didn’t When Tom Hart, the Hibs 
chairman, came by foi me on Sunday 1 
was out like a light, sleeping off a 
week’s miseiv and as many days’ 
drinking It had happened hetoie. I’d 
been on a iliiee dav bulge in Manches 
let earlici in the season and missed 
Hibs’ game at Morton On that uica- 
sion they'd been teriitic and tried to 
covet up tot me, despite the laci that 
the moment 1 made my pe.tte 1 was 
back III the cat and heading down to 
M.inchester again 'I his lime I’d gone 
too lar once too many limes 1 ssas told 
to pack mv hags and gel back to 
Uondoii Hibs, struggling m llie Scot 
tisli Premier Division, no longei 
needed me Why pay two and a hall 
thousand pounds a game to a dunk’’ I 
was out and on Sunday alteiiioon. 
while liihs heat Ayr 2,-0 in the fouilli 
lound ot the Scottish Cup, I flew hack 
to London to an angry, uncei tain, hut 
understanding wife 

O N Monil.iv the Pi ess had a held 
day thtv put oui Hat in Putiiev 
uiidei siege liom the early houis, 
camped on the stalls, diank the neigh- 
houis’ milk, and rang the doorbell 
iiicessantlv until the door was opened 
and some words, however few, were 
spoken Giown men sprawled ir then 
cars lor houis in ca.se we left the flat 
And stiinewheie, in Stockholm 
Copenhagen or wherever he was, that 
photogiaphei went through his rolls of 
film and lound a shot of Geoige Best, 
looking as it he's falling asleep in the 
middle of a really mad drinking ses 
Sion You need only get the angle 
light, make suie the glasses on the 
table are in shot, crop the picture a bit 
if necessary and you can Hog it 
aiound the world World exclusive 
pictuie of George Best on the hinge 
that ended his career with Hibernian 
And conveniently forget to say the 
photo was taken in advance ol the 
event Who caies’ 

Seeminglv a great number of people 
cared about George Best, judging from 
the letters, cards and telegrams that 
follow mv more publicised misde¬ 
meanours That Monday, the messages 
were appioaching a hundred by the 


S 


ond of iht‘ da\ Rell^:l^>u^ oi i;.iiiisarii)iis 
with the light intentions and tlie 
wiong solutions, mv D.id in Bellast. 
iiaturall\ deeplv lunteiiied. foiim-i 
tooiballeis with then aiisweis to then 
own dunk problems, tans sating 
‘vou're still the greatest’, Fulham 

■ otfeiing training lacilities if I wanted 
I them And among them all a lelegiain 

siiving think we can help you', 
unsigned but giving a London phone 
numbei Iheie was something about 
11, the wa\ It came duiiiig the tirst leal 
' lull 111 the day as Angela and 1 weii 
1 silting then*, not going otet and ovei 
wht Fd made a mess ot eveitrhiiig 
again hut ell)OMlig a ilionient ot peace 
and togetherness without the phone 
iingiiig OI the 1*1 ess bciiiging on the 
I dooi liven the dog vtas all bai ked oui 
I Angela opened the elite lope, anti toi 
I the liisi lime ihat day hei voice h.id 
' some lltl 111 It 

‘Wliiii lltl you think'-’’ She asked atiei 
! leading It aloud 

; I looked ,ii hei. non t oin mttal She 
I liiokt d so eagei and at the same lime 
I despeiate 'I'lleie’d been otliei times 
I like tills, times she’d swoi ii she’d 
lakcn (‘iioiigii, and each lime shed 
; letiii me aiiolliei chante 

Oh, I time on, Bestie', she 11 It il ‘I’m 
. going to call them At le.isi see who 
I lliev are 

j 'rliet' well- an oigaiiis.itioii > .died 
I I oiiseit.illoll ot Maili'owei, iiiii lit a 
tcit helptiil sMiiiiatheiu guv tailed 
Boils Seiebio in Si Swithiii s l.ane in 

■ ilie heait ot ilie (. il\ Angela iii.ule an 
.ippoiiilnieiil and tilt iieti (la> we went 
ilong No h.issle It was almost loo 

I east, as it late had piotitlt'd the ptt- 
1 letl aiiswei Ixiept, ot touise, il 
j wouldn’t bt cMst bt < ause suiting mv 
I piobltmi was ultimately in niv own 
; licinds I he ('oiiseitaiion ot Manpowei 
\ could (<nlv help 1 bet eould provide 
' -Xiitibuse pills 111 make int system 
I leact against altobol, they tould gite 
: me tegular owgeii ireaimciit lo allevi 
' .itc till' piessuie thill built up in mv 
I head and set oti the tiepiessuiiis that 
led to the dunking luuiis, anti llii-t 
le .ened wheiievei \ngela oi I needed 
til talk to them 

In Some tv.ivs, thft tveie .is imi'oi 
lain to Ang'el.i as lliet tveit lo me 
finte I’d come to teiins with taking ilie 
pills evert day—I iisiiallv hate to he 
pushed into taking even viiamnis oi 
aspii III- -then at least I knew I couldn’t 
dunk And 1 thougln tins would give 
Angela the op[>oiruniiv to unwind 
Instead, as 1 began iii have more 
toiifidciue in the tie.aiiieni, she giew 
moie and iiioie miseiable and tlepiess 
ed \\ hen I mentio.ied this ai ilie clinii 
one d.iy, Boiis Seieliio s.niled solilv 
iiiid nodded in agieemeiit 

We’te seen it happen so many 
nines,’ he explained ‘'I'lie wife has lo 
hold all the tension inside het tnei the 
teais, lost lo keep lile going as iiot- 
mally as possible The teai .ind the 
hurt dll become pail ot her lite You 
think vou’ie on the wat to stopping 
di inking and yoi. expect Angela to lose 
those bairiers she’s had to build up to 
piotctl liei.sell II mat’ take her as long 



Georgo Best alter a tew clunks 


as it takes you It deiieiuK whet hei oi 
not you .iiiusc" liei trust m you But 
bi mg hei in <;c ( lu i lo i nine and talk 
to m<' one d.it It'll help liei To know 
wilt she teels llu wat slii iloi s ' 

Il was unit till II ihiii I liei’.in to 
lealise iiisi how deepit I w.is liuiting 
liei bt these sudden di Hiking bouts 
ilial would tirin.dly without waiiiiii)' 
coni|)lc'lely dis'-upt, oui liti‘ Hei 
health was sutleiiiig, l.u moie tli.in 
mine had itii done liivleed, as I 
leiiiiii latei till own doctoi iii Aiiiei 
iia iiiiild 1(11 when I was dunking 
heavily tioin how dl she looked l.veii 
in the months lo coni ' ilicie would be 
days III appielu iisioii win ii she knew 
I’d goiK out wilhoiil til si taking the 
Antiliusi pill I siipposi ii was ihoiiglil 
less and incousidci ale but tlieie 
would be ilats wliiii Id want to go 
willioui the pills Not so lll.it I tould go 
ofl and dunk, liiil lii’i.uise I wauled to 
Ileal this thing on niv own I needed 
helf), 1 knew ih.il bill pnde. pig’ 
head) diK s . Ill ueiei iiuiiai ion niaik nii 
want to luhiete it will-(>ul being loial 
Iv deperuUni on siimeilniig li was a 
iisk. 1 allu I liki 111 at mg 1 wn dl leiidei 
.ind lakiiig the b.ill u|) lo a iliiiil 
iiisli.id lit p.issnui to a li .im malt' 
llieie was a ■ li.iiu i ol .u-ci ss, ,i 
(li.lllenge, and il il laine.ill ilu „.|is 
l.urioii would III .ill lile ".ii.ile, 

I he I linii li.id soiui lliini’ else g.iing 
till It loo Ni tl diioi was mu "1 ihi 
best lake .Hid p.lsllt slunis Fte -'Ml 
seen .Hid wtieii ii emnes lo iii.im 
1 likes I I oiisuli I lilt sell siimi lliing ol .i 
I(iliiioisseui Kiglil tiom the d.its ,is ,i 
kid HI M.iik hesU'i when I w.is madiv iii 
lot e with a gii I i .died M.ii M \\i iisi d 
III li.dit Mt till lel.iiiiiHs III lieis who 
owned a li.ik. i v .iiiil i .4 i shop .iiiil 
lived ahote it I lliiiik tli.H s vtli.H 
sl.iiitd me oil on the cie.im s.iki s .i. 
well Kiini.i'iiii I'M niiigs 111 Ii Hill ot the 
telly beianie mini ii. ihihi" i iin- up .ind 
down the st.ins g.nlu'inu' .hhI gniL'iiH' 
iieam lakes It nnisi l.,iv. iloiu' won 
dots toi hei spots and hi i tigiiii 
but 1 dl n't leiiii mb. I ih.n I w,i 
littceii and so niuili in loti Pu .u’< 
when vou’ie iii .ind oui ot Inn eti 1 1 
week .1 gii I oil the bus 1 1 w.is inio lui 


cp’eiies 'll iti.iM* d.its' or the blonde in 
the typing pool ,it the Mancbestei Ship 
(.anal t ompanv when’ I winked when 

I Inst imiied I’liiied They were all 
oldei than me ol contse. oldei women 
an.! vastit expel leiiied, probably all 
ot eig.hleen iii niiieieeii Not th.it 1 
etei talked to ilicm Not that I talked 
to iiianv pi'mile m those days Mv 
.icci’iii was so bio.iil that everything 1 
said li.id In be lepi-.iteil 'hiee iii toui 
Iniii ' lie'iiii 1 w .IS mull I stood I ton rid 

II I .isiei III s.it liiilhnu’ 

l..ikin't to the diitloi at llie cbiiii', 
iMwet.'i ifi me to ihniking again 
.ibiini wining, .i hii.ik. selling nut niy 
'.imt as 1 s.iw n I'teitoiu else b.id 
had then sat. H sei ined Fd ll't'd 
lieloii setil.d Mines in llie p.ist teW 
M ais I I tl n liail .i p'dilisliei I'.in ihe 
wining diiin I lonu' .is i-.isilt as I'lt 
tliiiiight M.iviiig -agiu d my naiiu' to 
iiiiinlless lu’wsp.ipei .nlicles hadn’t 

III Iped. I suppose 'lalkiiig lo someone 
who I lint ei Is the spoken wind lo writ 
ten wind is iiol tlie same .is siriiiig 
llieie vouiselt, pen in h.nid living in 
till the sp.ici between (be blue lines 
Id know'll miles wben mt head w.is 
iull III ide.is winch I il ml down on .i 
|i.id 

Bt till' tiilliiwinn vti’i k I li.ul .iiiiuhei 
gii.id le.g.iiii Im w.inrmi' fi si.nt work 
on .1 book rom H.ud was ttilhiig to 
l.iki’ nil' back ai llibs piotidid 1 kept 
up with the tieaiineni ,ind, with Arige 
l.t. litid III l.ilinbinI'.li till the rest nt 
• lie se.isiin Ihev’d help us t:nd a flat 
It was ,1 wondellul, geiUMoiis ollei. .i 
ih.iiui to gel tullv tit. (tain legiil.iilv. 
.ind pi.IV Bin it .dsn me ant being in .i 
new iitv with must .dteinniiiis liie— 
.ind at tel iiiMins laii bi- d.ingeiniis 
UHiking on a bunk wniilil iiccupv mv 
lime, aiiil II wiiiild .ilsii enable me to 
Iniik lull k nvei mt lile • .if the gnnd 
.mil b.id times -.mil peib.ips duintei 
wli.it it .iiivllniig, was making me f’n 
nil on these disttiulive bmi’es 

Sii n W.IS lli.'t llu- bei'iimnU' ol 
M.nih IMMO saw the it tinti ol (.enigii 
Best In I .islei Rn.id Iheie w.isn’t the 
s.IIIII lil.et III piililiiitv Ih.n liilliiwed 
lilt ilepaiinie Inn tli.n didn’t p.eiiiu 
l.nlv liouhle .nitnne And tn .'.isi* tin 
|iii iiii .1 Inile Mills pintided me 
w n li .III .ili.i'. .led iiiot I'd nu teinpoi .n i 
It III llie Iitlii I ei.d ot I ilininii gh's 
Ptnn I s Sill I 1 Mill llu 1 ,i!i doni.ln 
lloiel \ngi l.i .ni'l I III I .11111 Ml .mil 
Ml', 'smith win. I' u.i.iii .ilw.ivs i .ist 
to iiiiumliei lliii. W.IS one iiight- 
Angi 1,1 w,i‘ Idnnni’, m M.im liesii r 
will II I lie desk I mil' 1 In on I'll to s.it tll.ll 
Mis 'sinilli was on ihi ph.iiie, unit tor 
me III I I'plt Ih.n I k III w no Mi s Smitii 
and 111 I w.eii I m .\iivw.it .e 1 
llioM il llmut till hot I iM'ltone 
M .'nil'll I'l minu'lv I'l.ul I w.is h.'cl. ' 
'.III' h.ul lo I nil I hi .iiilogi ,ipli g.iinnii I 
lim ih.n W.IS liMli pine in p.it Ini .i 
s> I iinil ih.iiui ,\ii<l I W.IS di'lei mmi'il 
'III on. It Mill' wonlil ii'i'iit git nig il. 
lonu Oai thi.'i' I il I iiiiu loii.ili.ell 
dll'll 1 ni.ntei lioni winch i nil ol 
Pt nu I s sill ■ I I w •' lookiMg, llie view . 
wile .innl.n I '‘ipi i.‘..ii tioiu rlu 

( dl <!' III.Ill . I I'.' '.'i.' I ' loni' .1. 

I 1 1 'll ' . 


Sportsworld Special 


j DULEEP TROPHY FINAL 

I East throw away the match 

IhARESH MUNWANI reports from Bombay 


'"T'lll liiiiils lit the lMi|)hv 

X piiiMiliMl vcl .iniillii-i (>|]p<iiuiili(\ 
1(11 Miiiil (i.iv.iskai Id iMTiphiisisf his 

I MI|>|-I Idl Itv 111 (.1 l( kl 1lllf:i l.llcilt III lh«‘ 
I vM-stci II |i.u I III till’i miiiti V IhisvtMi. 
I .ill ilu- lid|iliu’s svmlidlisiiiK supienia 
j IS III llic n.iiiii,’ I’sifpt tiu’ I>e(i(Ui.ii 
I I iiipliv. Imm' Ih’i II li.if;K(.>(l bv u- ims nl 
[ till’ VVfsi I he latest iiiu’, the Duleep 


liiiplis u.is VMiii li\ the VVi’si hill not 
\Mtliiiiil ,1 hill’ help liiiiii ilie I'.ist 
/mil uliii iii.ii'ii.iitinKiuslv (I'dpiifd II 
i.Ill Ill’S III HIM’ West /lint’ the initial 
Ills' inniiips li .1(1 

Ihlip Ddshi. ilu I list /one skip]iei 
(Mill the I iss .111(1 eleited in li.it “I 
li.ut nevei helievi d in piitliiiK the 
oiliei side III Id me it is aivsavs an 


adtantj^e to hat In st L'ntil and itnie’.s 
the idtiditiiins aie litaviK loaded in 
lavoiii ot the howleis I would altsavs 
pieler to have lust stiike .‘\nv wu ket 
IS likeK to ha\e some initial lite Inn 
that should not laiise toiueiii in a 
side You miisi he lap.ihle ot hattiim 
on all kinds ot wit ket s.' said Dosln 

I he West /one i apt .nil .Sunil ('..n.is 
kai. tonlessed "It was nood to win the 
toss I he stiip looks like .i dead h.it 
linn ” 

I he I .1st /one sioie vs.is l.ilpeK 
hiidt aiound the seiond wicket p.iit 
neislii|i "I 171 inns hetweeii I’loiioh 
Kov and i\iiiii Lal While l..d sc died an 
attiacliie I O') Kov tell shoit <>1 the 
thieeliftuie lainet h\ ten runs Aiiiii i 
I <il said "It was leallv (ointdi l.ihle Id { 
hat on that snip I knew ili.n all I had I 
to do w.is Id watih out loi U.ilwiiidi i I 
S.iiulhii het.iuse hi was nioiiiip the | 
hall hoih wavs ,’\s toi K.iis.in Cili.iMi 
he was howIniL’ loo slioii to i.iiist 
disioiiitoii I W.IS m’liiim .ill i\i\ shots 
imht In I.It I eieii .itiei uettine ni\ 
iiiintlied I did not tei I esh.nisted .ind \ 
tell lli.n I lonid ltd on and on I In ii 
W.IS .1 letliin t.llili 1 Iitteied In (ili.iMI . 
on ihe I mill side which e. Ins t.iuiii 
side t.h.iMi did di\i’ hnl l.iili d l>> 
lasiin on to ihe h.dl Xitii.illv n In 
h.ld t.lkeil til.It one It would li.ii i In i ii 
.1 t.ini.isiIt I .mil 

t hasiim ,1 lot.i! Ill U < .1 wi’ii I 

soon in tin niidsl ol piohlenis \t one 
staee ■ lies w 11 e •> ilow n toi til. \ |i w 
ot till n II oiihli . wi I ( dm tolln (inn 
.111(1 x.iii.ihli hoiiiite llie h.n in.in li.id [ 
to eiiioiintei when l.il.ini'sii il.i .n iht 
chih I lid Dosln with Ins n.i.t.pin' 
li lie ill was .11)01 111 I I .ne e Im . oni i in 
Kin iht Wtsi V nil Its IP ( .11 ilopih III 
liattiii}' h.ld hopes in \i iii’s.nl .ii iiid 
K.i\ I Sli.isli I I 

t^iiilt’ .1 lot ol ill.II optinnsin w i , 
h.ised on tin hulti i liiiip i ol tin I .i .1 , 
/one lieldeis \ i iie'.ii k.ii w.i. di ’p 
ped loin units wliili Sli.isli. iiiiosid , 
two liM’s Koili lilt h.it'iiien wt III on Id 
iiioid nilnii.iii l\ then tons 

Dilip \'eiigsai kai said, “ I he i;i e.ilesi ' 
satis!aitioii 1 deiived lioni tli.it kiioi k 
was that 1 was ahle to steel ni\ side ' 
liom a hopeless position to .i sale | 
position On such <i tritkv wiiket I li.ul ' 
to altei mv teihiii(|iie '\s Ihe hall w.is \ 
tuiniim and lumpinp, 1 (let ided to w.in 
fdi the hall and ions(’i|iieiitK I was , 
pliivinp the hall .it the last pos.ihle i 
moment Thus I is.is .illowiim hn "its i 
l.ist minute deviation ot the h.dl I i 
liteialls w.ilihed the h.ili on m ni.’ h.n | 
I'lom .1 peisonal \ tew point it w.e L^ood | 
to he hack ainoiiK the i tins 1 Ins se.ison I 
I (ltd not have a hm scoie .ind this 
knock should k''** nie (onlideiiie Ihe 
last time I notched up a liundied m 
lust class iticket w.is attainsi South 
Austialia last seat It seems a loim 
time haik ('(iminf> as n did on the 
same’ das that I was appointed capt.iin 
ol the I'lesidenl’s .\l in the match 
against the tom mu kii)iltshmen it re.il 
Iv made mv dav Those dtopjied latili 
es nevei hotheied me heciiuse «dl I w.is 
concenttatitifi on was th.it ive should 
Cl OSS d27. Mv own individual scok’ 
never matteied I think I Kot out 



,i rieiiv(>r\ 10 Uddybhanu Bnnanoe 






l>ciauso 1 pla%fJ a laJhci casual shoi 
hut that was hctausf I knew I had 
cnsiiied that the team was sale " 
Ra\i Sliasiti sioied his fust Loiituiv 
in ,i hiR inatch llis leaition was 
■ Initially I was salislit'd riviiik Mipptii i 
to VfiiRsarkai But attei he Rot out I 
(,pined tun riiis huiiihed was thoi 
oiiRhis eniDSjhle I'heonlv time I Roi a 
httie tense was when I appmathed the 
, luthiies And I lememheied hnw at 
Indoie in the ham f'lopliv 1 had been 
! unsuiitsslul to Ret .1 huiulied This 
lime I ptoinised rnvselt that it would 
not hapiJt'ii " 

ResiewiiiR the Raine Dilip Doshi 
said ‘■Alter a Rieal stall the middle 
. Ill lit I halliilR III 0111 leant l.ided and 

■ iiisiead lit eiidlilR thi 'list da\ iit 2S0 

■ Ini 'i we stiuRRled to leaih toi 't 
' and I malls laded to pile up lu \i das a 
I Kill plus total '1 hat svoiild have helped 
' us to put pii‘ssuie on the West /one 

lialliiiR When we ‘hoidd have been 
, at I at kiiiR and diitaliiiR teiins to West 
' w lost ih“ inonieiiiiini 1 know sse 
' iMse an me\pei leiueii side hut situa- 
, iioiisLoim laiels 1 o Rel West/oni at 
I ill loi I) was a li etiieiidoiis aihieve 
nit III Bill haven I vmi heai d ol m.inv <1 
dip lit tween the nip and the hiH So 
(•to n It h.is been said latihes win 
aiau lies lit it sse inisseil iiioie than a 
i|(i/i 11 t alt lies No sole ishith loses so 
m.uis ihaiiie' th seises to ssin A If' 
Mill 0111 liatsiui II tould leal II liont 
Wi -.1 /out isas that the' laiiuil on 
uii|iei I III iietl ill >pile st s 1 1 al lists and 
iliiiii I lose (onit iitialion tin a nio- 
iiient ( 1 It kft at the hiRliesl level is .ill 
i 

I Pn-h) liiiihl-. line /e 




pressuie and, I am .suie, out boss have 
iieneliied lioni this most ahsoihiiiR 
I’aine " 

Siniil assessed. '‘I think of tlie lust 
(lav niv hots lets weie realiv spiaviiiR 
It But then onie we broke thioiiRh we 
ensuied that they never reached an 
imposiiiR total Arun Lai plaved a nice 
little iniiiiiRs f'oi us Dtlip and Kavi 
played a siipeib innings'' 

The Inst inninRs was loinpleted on 
the inoiniMR ol the fourth and the Imal 
d.iv W'lrh the issue heitiR settled on 
the lesuli ol the lust innings the rest 
ol the Ranie was not taken seiiouslv hv 
the plaveis You had the situation of 
C.as.iskai and VenRsaikai bowImR 
loiiR hops 

It's high time soniethinR was done to 
make matihes mote inteiesting m 
stead of petei iiiROUt into diearv diaws 
heiause of that vital fust innings lead 
The captains and the plaveis have to 
plav .1 maioi lole in this lase also It is 
as much then lesponsibihiy as it is the 
Boat d’s 

One othei thiiiR lh.it 1 haie leaini is 
th.it for the earliei Diileep riophy 
match at Nagpur the West Zone selei 
HUS had puked 14 plaveis with the 
instiuciions that the fust eleven will 
plav Ihis was done without having a 
look at the wicket And though the 
eUwen to pl.iv m the match weie 
otlu i.dlv .iniiounced on the mot ning ol 
the inaiih is is the miitine. the eaihei 
sU'pwas iioihing shoii ol ihiustiiig the 
team on the captain This left the 
captain (^av.iskat. with no othei 
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Arun Lai cuts Shatin inol m the pirluini o'l 
his way to cenliirv 

choice hut to play that 1 levi n iriespi t 
live of what he felt ahmii the wit ki 1 
The West Zone went into that match 
with |usl thiee legulai howh f. all ol 
which weie left atm liowlei* I h.ii 
West were not piessed h.iid w.is pniK 
due to the dtpth and ipi.ditv <>t then 
hartiiiR coupled with the iiiespei leiii e 
ol tile Centi al Zone pl.ivei s Bui, to sas 
the least, it was an iiiidetnocialu and 
retioRiade move 

Fortii'iiatelv this was not lepoated 
loi the Duleep I inal and West /one ^ 
coasted home eseniiialh it mil com 1 

fortablv 

Scores’ h.isi /one 127 (Aniii l.al l(J') 
Pronol) Roy ‘10, Sandhii 4-'>() and Shas 
111 4 101) Wi'si Zone 4 11 (\ engs.ii k.ii 
bhasin 1J4, K.indhii .Singh 4 147 
■•nd Doshi 4 111) Second Innings l.ast 
12one I-IR for I 









If a shine is all vou'ie 
l(K>kipe for, any shoe po¬ 
lish will do. Were talking 
aU^ut what happens under¬ 
neath the shine—the 
earing that’s neeessiu’y to 
[)reyent the leather from 
ageing, hardening or 
cracking. 

This is KIWI care. 

KIWI is made of rich 
waxes—natural and syn¬ 
thetic -and dyes. As you 



brush your shoes with 
KIWI, you'll notice a 
‘deep shine’ coming 
through because it works 
more thr.n surface deep. 
The waxes sink through 
and nourish the leather to 
pliant softness. Making 


things comfortable inside 
the shoes as well as work¬ 
ing up a shine out.side. 

What’s more, the deep 
shine’ we’re talking about 
isn’t affected by water or 
dust or a little roughing up. 
A minute’s light brushing 
brings back the shine. 

You 11 .soon see what KIWI 
care is all about. 

It’s life for the leather 
and shine for your shties. 


f -N . . . . (KIWI) 

IIIMNWt Jt>18 ( ^KlWIj Shining life into your shoes. allt'puHiiKi 

















SEMI-FINAL I EAST ZONE vs SOUTH ZONE 

Spinners reap 
harvest for East 

RAJU MUKHERJEE reports from Cuttack 


W ULN Dilip Hdshi dt-tUirfd tlu- 
Kci'.t Zoiii- 2rid innings at 2.i 1 plus 
L'ip,ht pt'nalts niiistoi ilu- loss ot se\on 
HU l■c•ts mtiiu a head tpieiii-d the deci 
-toil as l*ionob Ros was just lom iims 
'liiitt ol Ills maiden leiituis iii Diilcop 
lioplis Kill llie skippei li.id oihei 
plans I 

lo linn iiiikel bad ul\\a\s been a' 
.nan's }>aiiie Hilb no seiitinienls j 
.iiKuhed II .1 di I ision was to benehl | 
■he learn no itidn idiuil inte-esi should ■ 
. oiiii III the wav '\nd with this I 
I inn anf'ius slep skippei Doshi led the I 
11 mvenaied I .ist /one ti-ain oul to I 
field niMnp Ins bowlms li\e hoiiis lo 
I the o]>position oul 
As Si ikkaiith .ind Si iini as.iii settled 
down, till South Zone’s tiiii'.el ol 218 I 
Mills a|>[ie,mil wilhm eas\ leaili I hi ; 
SI III I Lti adiialK mounted Ilowevei all ' 
III a sudden loi no apji.iieiit le.isoii. | 
the (ipenets beianie iii\ lompl.uent j 
III piiUini; up line- At this iinutiiii' i 
\.|il las.ipiakash tin Oiiss.i oh ' 
<piiiil( I ".leetiillv aiMpitd .i letu'il ' 
lalih lioiii Siikkaiirh iMi with ihi | 
.mu pisi p.used 7fl I hen m a matli-i ; 
lit an lioiii III sii 1 he I .ilsl/one spiiniiiii; I 
duo hai Red up In e\ii Merit lieldini’ 
li.id tin ^t.n ..liiihleil South /one team 
.11 Its men \ 

Ddip Doshi line lo h's lepill.ltloil 
liiiwltd ail imiM.ii iil.iii li ni;ih and Ins 
alnliis to piiphs the li.ilsnien .\as 
iieiii III .ui\ I'loulif I loin tin paMlion 
end. \spi l.iNiipiakash niainiaiiied till 
pii-ssuii .mil St.111stiialK iwi u ex 
leedtd In'- mine lanious p.iiliiei In 
i •iiiiiiip, ii w II kits fill t8 inns I his 
was Aspt at his \eiv best 1 he moment 


he had llundappa Vishwan.ith plavm^ 
on lo his wu ket the matih was as Kood 
as ovei 

It was sheer pleasuie to walih the 
Fast Zone bins Kivmn then heat is out 
bn the lause In tan, m this tixtuie 
tile mei*t lieldiiif, of South /one espe 
iiallv m the second uiinims when tliev 
well- iindi'i ptesniie, laiseil ipiite a 
lew evebiows (piestiornnt; the tiiitheii 
liiitv ot till leputations that pie 
teeded them 

It It was Dilip Doshi and Aspt lavap 
lakash who dioye rhi- last nails m tin 
South Zone lollm, it was the su|ieila 
ine .ippioath ol the l''.asi /out bats 
men paitiiiil.ii l\ Aiiin L.il, when thev 
biout;hl li.uk meiiiotles ol Asit l(|biirs 
and jaied Mi.mdad's luiminp, between 
tin wiikels l-ollowiiiK Ills leiitiiiv in 
the lust nmmiLts when he plasini tile 
sheet .iiichoi's I oli -Al un was the pel 
son who mspmni his ti-am mates with 
sonii audai lous slioke ])hi\ anil last 
I iiiiiiiiu; between the wu kets Ills tl m 
veiv ()im k linn iii the seioiid knock 
was a ina^iiiliienl eltoit indeed 

III the I'.ast /one side tliiee othei 
iiiiketiis deset VC mention K.iian 
Diibev (20 and 'itil n.ivi the iiiniiiKs a 
solid slait in both the outmtjs Ills t ool 
temi>eiament anil solid detente make 
him a let \ touph i iistoinet to dislodge 
I’lotiob Ro\'s elloit ol Ob not out 
helped the ti-.im mmienselv in its 
I li.ise bn <{1111 k lulls It IS untoriunate 
III.11 attei leatlimn the 80 's Roy be 
i.ime stt.inuels subdued, otheiwise 
the well di seiieil iciiliiiv would have 
been his m the 12 ovt'is K.ist /one 
balled on the l.ist dav Ihe man who 



Anin Lai putfinQ YarUiV on /i/s »iay lu Ihti canlury j 


deserves kudos tot his etbnl is the 
iisiii)^ iiiedioiie l.ist bowlei ot Kihai, 
Raiidhir Sink’ll St.il isi n allv Raiidliii 
was not a siiicess but b's uieiil etloit 
to stai I bs his skippei on ihi- si" imd i 
atteinooii d< SCI ves oiii .111 oladt On <1 | 
siilli V .itleinoon al ( uli.ick he iiowhnl 
no less than .14 ovtis bn his two 
wiikets When Kutni.m letl tin sn'iii 
allei tool niii'venitui ovirs ii w.ts 
R.mdhil Siiu;h's st.imma that cMve I he 1 
spun to lii’.ln b<iik tiom .1 detn i' ol 21 
I mis ' 

lo |L'o biK k to the Inst d.iv Ihiitv I 
ihous.ind s|iei l.il<n s p.ii I-ed I h. i niei 
fill! Kteeii ot K.ii.di.ili ,is Doshi and I 
Vishwanalh walked out I In to's ! 
lavoiiitd l.ist /one .md iln obvious ; 
ihoiie was m.ide It w.i' <ui in. in .pi I 
Clous st.it I .iiid i.ilhei i oloiii n ss In pui 



limp, .ipamsl .1 Miv modi Mill .iil.iik 
I’lonob Rov''. l■o>ll lei' thiiisl toiw ml 
IS not the best w.iv to loiiib.it 'piii k 
iismp, ill liveiies K.ii.m Diibi v w.is not 
his iisiiiil iom)iosed sill I d,.' K.iui i 
|ee unusual tin hm< l< it tin ., .le op. ii 
Anil Kh.ii.idw.il inipii sa .1 m .'tn i ihi 
pniest no' the ^lall^llt i.ui .And th.it 
left onlv lh<- toiniei Delhi ImIsiui n 
Alim l.al and lelt h.iri'led Kapi Vi nl: 
at Minoi blemishi s .ip.irt both bitted 
with the di It 1 mm.ition anil ioui.u',f 
one would txpeil ol tiisl 'lass 
batsmen 

Al un l..il 11 .11 h< I III'- i .1 ,t < < iituiIll 
the ih.i'iipion .h'p ixii'luii' iii lovei 
dims .md some IiimI -luimiiip In 
iwei II wiikit'. Hi. IiIIuk ol 10(1 mi 
notes lielpi d to i',l' I OIIII II s|ii I I, dill 
Itv to Ihe I .isl /'Mil iiiiii.ii's K.im 
A i-i'k.it tell oli b.P and p.iil il'ii I 
liselul 11111111}.'. ol .4 llii lebv i n.iblmi'. 
the iliiiil wicktr p.n iii. i'-loi' i.> pi os 
pel tiom 18 to 12 '> 

It .iiivltiiiii',. ‘hi So.ilh/urn liewli'ii' 



I 


1.11 Red venom N'.t tli.o tin ‘ in ■ d< d jl 


ShiOfiar Doihi inspiring his learn-malas 





SEMI FINAL II WEST ZONE vs CENTRAL ZONE 

Inexperience proves 
Central's undoing 

HARESH MUNWANI reports from Nagpur 


Howfvci, KriKi'i Binti\ inainruinecJ a 
lutv litK and length and dfserved his 
liaiil ol 4 \vi(ki‘is till 'iS runs Ii would 
be diltiiult fni anv tiio lo outdo the 
i-xploits oi I’lasanna. ('h.indiasekhar 
aiul Venk.itaiatthavan But novel i he 
less the spiiinitift coinbination ot Shiv 
lid N'adav. N.iiasimha Kao and lett-arm 
oilliodox Mehei Baba ^ave nothing 
awav 

South /.one suited oil without any 
appareni disLonitoit although Stik 
kaiitli was luikv to siiivive at 20 when 
he sni< ked Kandliir to the slips cordon 
Snkkaiith’s .ulventurous knock of 81 
came to .in end at 121 Si inivasan and 
Vishwan.ith lollowed almost im 
niediatels 

Kegaidnig Vishwanath's dismissal it 
was iiidoiliinaie he was the victim ol 
an eiioi He was given out caught m 
the slips when the ball mt'relv tales 
sed oidv the wicketkeepei’s pad In 
these davs ol orcheslialed appeals the 
siiongesi ol neives have bei ii known 
to siici limb to constant pitssuie lean 
onlv oftei mv svmpathies to Messis 
t'lUpla and Sund.iian And of louise, 
lo the in.isiei aitisl as well 

Vishwanath is tindnig it diflicult to 
get ions these- davs Diverse leasons 
ate b« log Iliiowr. aiouiid But it's time 
we leaiisid tli.it eveiv gieat plavei 
goes through such .i patch And when 
the b.id pat. h comes nothing seem to 
go light loi the individii.d ioneeilied 
hven III the second innings Vish- 
waii.iih plavi d the ball clown at his 
feet and loi mo p.iiticid.ii leasoii the 
b.dl spun b.ick and geiitlv lenioved 
one b.id ( ticket is not .in en|ov.ible 
espeiieiici all the lime 

Soiitli /one .11 the i ncl ol the second 
tlav weie sitting nieltv with 201 toi 1 
wickets Vi|.i\ Mohaniat .iiid Riiiesh 
l'att-1 b.itting on hO and 11 lespective- 
Iv N'est iiioining. Biiiesh, clown with 
level and i he st p.iiii did not lesoine 
his innings In l.iii, did ni-l t.ike anv 
liiitliei [laii 111 the maicli Ihis was to 
cost booth /one cleatIv in the idtiinatc 
sl.iges 

On the thud d.iv l)di|i Di'shi and 
K.iiidliii Singh kein the South /.one 
b.itsnieii on .1 light leash None ol the 
lalei b.itsnieii looked conlicleiit 
although .South m.iiiaged a lead oi 24 
runs Dilip’s analv'is ol 44 'Id 78 h 
spoke volumes ol his stamina and 
alnlitv 

riu .Sooth /one balling in eithei 
innings lacked cliaiactei lo the litst 
innings tliev tailed to consolidate altei 
eniwving an o|iening stand <<f 12.1 In 
the seioini knock when a battle ol 
attiition was needed there seemed 
lost no one who could hold the lent 

I si'eiieiued Iesi batsmen did not do 
then leijut.'iions anv inslice Hovvev 

II II most hi .idiiiitled that the abs 
fill e ol III lie .h I’.itel m.ide 1- .ist /one s 
t.isk that much simph-i 

I III ihe lecotd this IS I-.ist /one's 
thud etiliv III the liii.ds, sec-nid time 

III siiccis-aon Ihis deleal is Souths 
Inst .ig.iiosi 1 asi \iid \inii l.al’s live 
i.Itches in the .icoiid nniings must 
suielv he .1 lecnd 111 the Dulee|) 
liojihv c 11.1111(11011-‘ill's 


A l-1 KR having won the Wills I'lci 
phv and ham I’roiihv, West Zone 
have loigc'd ahead towards vet 
anothei sigiiiti(anr acliieveitit-iii as 
they entc-ted the final of the r)ulet-|> 
Trophy, ciiishing C'c-iitial /.one bv an 
innings am. 14 iiins in the semi-linal, 
held at Nagpui 

It was a lain spoilt event, but not 
entnelv without its charm However, 
the ciifket fans ot Nag|)iir mav have 
begun to believe th.it tfie number 10 is 
a (in\ for them On Sepieiiihc-r 111, lln- 
Wills ‘liopliv match between Bengal 
and Ilvdeiahiid was washed cittt with¬ 
out a ball having been bowled and 
exactiv a montli late i rain i aim- down 
17 minutes aftei lunch on the first day 
of the Du'e-ep Ttciphv semifinal he 
tween lio'dc-is Wc-st /one- and Cc-nti.il 
Zone, luiiiig out the iiossibilitv of aiiv 
fuitht-i ('lav Oil a wicket that had 
some gi.iss on it, with coiitlitions 
lavouiabic to the pacemen, Kaithasai- 
athv .Shaim.i won the toss and deenh-d 
lo hat He fc-lt “It is a good batting 
Ir.ick .iiicl I did not want lo lo-e the 
oppoituiiitv of having the In St knock ” 
West Zone pic-lc-iic-d tci clio|> Kalwni 
di-i Saiidliu 111 tavoui ol a halsm.in, 
which meant that thev had thiec- lell 
<iim liowleis in (ihavri, Dhiiat I’.n sana 
and Ravi Sh.istii Ol coiiise, Saiideei' 
Ihitil and Ashok Mankail weic- alw.ivs 
thc-ii- to l.ickle the exigencies But 
I'c-iltial /one weie not t-\|)ect(-d to test 
the Wc-st attack tiillv 

Satiiec-va K.io .ind .Shashi Kant 
Khandkai faced the- new ball attack ol 
Kais.in (ili.ivii and I'atsaii.i In onlv 
the louith ovei ol the iniiiiigs Dhiiai | 


moved one shaiplv in San|c-<'V.i (ah 
bed down on it .iiicI S'aiiiivc-nclia Siiili 
at shell t scpiait- leg iiiacle no mistake 
In the hist hall ot tin- same ovei, 
Paisan.i inducc-cl the ot-vv man Siiiiil 
< h.ii III vi-iii to go ten a hook .hot llu- 
bat'.iii.iii hit ihc h.ill in tin- .in to the 
lilt ol Cih.ivii .It dc-e|i Inlc-hg who 
iho|i|)eil a siilci \l 24 , Kh.nidk.o 
(ilaved Toi waid ch-lc-nsivi- lo I’.iisana 
init the hall po|i|ii-il n() .incl Ta|uiven 
lii.i got his li.inils to It r.nth.isai.iihv 
Shai m.i si|uai I- diovc tln-c-llallc (rliav 
II to the houiidaiv I’.ns.in.i. me.in 
while-, in-c-iled to be w.itc hi cl c .iii-lnllv 
The- Saui.ishti.i .illioutidii sc.ilcd 
Ccnttal /oin-’s t.ite when he i li .in 
howh-cl ihc-n he st h.iisni.m ,nid skip|'i-i 
Shatm.i ‘ Ihis (t.ii in iil.ii b.ill .vhiclij 
I’ais.nia hov'led swung both hclnii i 
.nicl .ilti-i pill liniL' I w.1-. ti V ini-lo (ihiv | 
It to miilvMckil hot loniul lli.i' the | 
hall h.'d dc-v i.iti <1 moil ih.in I h.id { 
m.idi- .illow.imi tin It w.i, r-\iii iiu Iv | 
good bowling', .Sh.i'in.i .idniitt< d 

Bv the- lime the scoicho.iiii ii.id 1“ 
till thice oil 12 ovt-i, P,IIS.Ill,I li.id 
hioki'ii the- t'.ii k ol till- (cini.il Ill 
iiings Ri VI .ih cl I’.iis.iii.i It W.I. null | 
months since 1 niH-in-d the ho.vliiu’.ind I 
to th.ii c-\teiit 1 w.is not |ni'|),iii d It I 
was onlv the moiiiiMg, ol tin- m.itc h j 
I h.ii I Ic-ai III ili.il I fi.nl to I low I w nil I III j 
ni-vv hall It vv.i. not tli.n I li.ivi- not ‘ 
|)l.ivc-d 111 till- hist mill months, h-it tin I 
(loiiit 1 .1111 m.ikiiii, IS ih.ii I W.IS howl ' 
i-'g slower all tins liiile 1 oil.iv I w.o | 
.loll- to move tin h.ill both w.ivs to .i . 
good dcgic-i and ni.iv In this i-, wh.ii 
I gave- the h.ilsinc-ii much iionhh- 






ChJiurvcdi showed a pent-hant for 
1 situ inn ough the sqiiai i‘-leg 

I legion (ihavri tame in foi his second 
I spell from the same end as Paisana 
j I'he West skipper Sunil Gavaskar said. 

I "I put Ghavii fiom that end because, 
like I’arsana. he is also a left-handei 
i and would he moie etleitive from that 
I i-nd So altei Parsana had bowled nine 
j oveis I dot i.led to give him some lest" 

! Sensing Chaturvedi’s liking for the on 
side l.havri posted thiee men to take 
the taub in the event o( a mistimed 
hook And soon the inexperienced 
t hatuivedi fell in the trap Chaturve 
til's 24 UK hided four hits to the feme 

! At lunch. Central were 81 foi four 
i Vi|'a\ Cht)|)ia, with a woikmuhlikc 29, 
{ and Saiiiav Miidkai i weie at the 
, I lease On lesumption Dhiini Parsana 
I slatted bowling his slower stuff and 
' immediaielv met with success when 
I Millikan was snapped up bv Vengsai 
I k.u Anil Maihui joined Chopia and 
the two seemed lo gite no tause foi 
.il.iiin Chopi.i, like Chatuivedi, was 
M'fking luns III the square leg legiiui 
! K.iin tame piiiiiing ilown when Cen 
lialweie 111 loi live and'soon ensuied 
: ill .11 ilieie would Ite no luitlier plav 
I ihal (lav Wt si hail even leason lo be 
'■ s.ilistii'il with ihi'ii peifoim.iiue, hnl 
I with i.iin Intel veiling tentiai liiid 
I tause loi optiniisni, it the wiikel was 
’ lo 1)1 .itteilfd hv w.ilei seepagi' 
I lliiough the lovi IS "Now whi n I tieltl 
I .It hint sf|uaie leg I siaiid a vaid 
I iiiilhii aw.iv than I used to ilo eatlic'i, 
! llu u ason ’being I hat those iwo in 
1 ihiee inpiiies hate shaken mv coiili 
i ill me I h.i\e .i tieHei chance ot gi t 
‘ ling owl ot the late ol a lull blooded 
i shoi Hesidc s, ni\ letlexes base slowed 
I down .1 hil." s.iid \ apii\ endi .i Siiih 
I vslieii asked to cornmeiil on the iwo 
I I all lies he had t.ikeii 
! On the second da\, plav i omiiieiii ed 
i onis all) I liini h I his nieaiit that a 
I liiile less lhan out da\'s plav had been 
I lost dm to lain f'lieie weie sonto wet 
I spots, c.eased bv w.ilei seepage, out 
I silk ihe leg stump at the pavilion end 
' Ihe ouilnld was soggv and the ball 
I n.taiiiiblv sloweu down bv the time it 
j .ipiHoached tin boundaiv 
I 1 he t elili .il Zone batsmen .qipeaii d 
I lo have’ appiehensions alioiir the be 
havioul II ihe wicket The oveinight 
batsmen Viiav (.hopia and Anil 
Mathui ailded |tist lliree inns when 
Dhiiai Paisana in Ins thud ovei hfid 
Matliui caught bv Naiuivendta Siiih 
(Jnlv live runs latei Vipiv Cliopra 
swept .1 deliveiv lioin Parsana, but 
failed to keep the ball dovvii and Ravi 
•Shastii .11 shoit squaie leg made no 
mistake- Chi pia. who was the lop 
scnrei with 41, played a lone hand in 
propping iqi the (Vntral innings Ghii 
lam Parkei rook a difliiuir can h at 
dec [) mid on to dismiss Veil Ra| off 
.Shasiii Immediately alteiwaids 
Aslam .Ml drove the ball to mid-wicket 
and Paikei daiting in from deep mid- 
on. I an out Aslam at the non .stnkei 
end finding ihe batsman looking for a 
second iiin Thus Paik.ii was responsi 
hie till two dismissals in one ovet 
All tliiotigh this Gopal Sharma 



Chulem Parker caught behinci by Vm.1 ftai oH 
Onpal Sharrrta inul m picluie) 


(iioved that suivival on sue It .i wuket 
was not .1 piobk'ni stioke in.iking 
ves bill lh.it was not t noiigli leasoii lo 
be suspicious ot the wuket (eilll.tl 
wiie bowled out loi 144 ,ind |t|ln<i| 
P.iis.ina It.id liguiis ol 7 toi 4(> He 
bowled iniiu.ie nl.itelv and ebel not liesi 
lale to liighi the ball Witfi Ins abililv 
to move ibe b.ill eithel w.iv P.iis.ilia 
eaiised lei .ii .imong the (eiui.il 
batsmen 

R.ivi Sh.isM I w.e. .ibk li. gel .ippieei 
.ibk boeiiue bill h.iil lo be eoilleiil 
wilb oiilv one tvlikel 

Wlieii We si b.ilteel, ^llllshnm.ln 
Gaekwad .incl ('diiil.im Paik.it had no 
eliMi'iiltv to laie \sl<im Mi .mil Anil 
Malhni When the seoie It.ii' leaehed 
40 C.aekw.td w is c .iir'lit oil ihc insiiie 
edge al shoii sepi.ire leg bv ( li.itiii vedi 
ott P.ii ili.is.ii .iihv Sh.ii m.i 

I lie Ue I Hillings ■> as 0.' iiiiiiiin s i>ld 
wile II (i.iv.isk.ii iiplaeeil (..iikw.iil 
VMieii Siiiiil w.i. 111 ! ihii-e Miidk.iv I. <il 
slioil giillv I .Hied to I e .11 1 in Unit .mil 
llu- bowlei lo siilli'i was lliiiis Gop.d 
.sh.iiii'.i .mil K.Hindi 1 H.iiis eveie noi 
iilili' lo gel tile s.imo bill- dill ,il tile 
wickil .e tin Wist .piniieis ,\i '.li 
('hill.nil I’.iilel llieil to .weep t.iip.il 
.Shaim.i, hill ilie b.ill de Heeled itoni 
Ills g.lovi' .iiid \‘i el K.i| snapped Hu- 
ihciliei .s.iedeep I’.llll lomed (..iv.is 
k.ir .111(1 boHi b.iisnu'ii took ■ sue me 
eaiilioii .IS ilii V ni-goli.iled llie Uiii nig 
b.ill mil III me iition llu v.ui.ible 
bniiiici tile w It kit b.ill I’.iul III ])ai 
Ik 111, II pl.ivi d .1 .iihdeie d mnmgs 
tolallv line li.ii .le li'i islie ol ins leiiiit 
it‘|)iit.itioii ,e I big liittei West i mkd 
(he d.iv .it Il'i loi the loss ol two 
VM ke|s ,01(1 weie pi.l J't i me. b< hind 
the Cfiili.il stole W'llh VVi si h.ivmg 
batted light up lo nnmbei 10. the l.isk 
ten ( (Mili.il w.is loimidable, unless, ol 
coiiise ihe i.iin gods weie lo help 
them 

III thud d.iv s.iw (i.iv.isk.ii .iml 
Paul dulv (ompleling (lieu It,ill 


(enitilies I'.itil W.IS oiii soon .iliei 
when he was i ,mgh' bv M.illuii oil 
I’.nihasai.itliv Sli.unia i’.iul . it in 
eluded live boimdai les .iiid one siv .mtl 
Ik was al ihe eie.isi loi ,i bull o'.ei 
twnhoins I line .iiid .le.iiii be used be, 
Wllsts mil loi tlliks bill lo keep llie 
b.ill out ol il.mge i 

.S.iid P.itil '(In tills kiml ..I .1 w u kel 
it I b.ill pl.iveil mv n.iim.il i .iim I 
woiilil IK eel have '.mv.ved llu b.ill | 
ee.is iiiiiiiitg .ippiei i.ible eoi lo im n I 
(ion llie niipieelK i.ible boom. \ . ii.' ! 
saik.il lepl.leed I’.llil .il llli ili.isi 
(i.iv.isk.il .iml \ I ligs.ii I, .11 .iddi >( ~0 
mils, the l.illei's sli.iie b. mg ,'i< In 
toil' be diove 11 .ms sli.iii'lil lo Modi .i 
Vi's liami .11 point . 111(1 i.lletiipli .1 .i I no 
Miidkavi's (biiel llliow .0 liii ii.iii 
stnkeisenel toumi \iiigs,ok,ii oni ol I 
(heeii'.ise \shok M.mk.id lo.i.iiloil I 
W.IS ,1 bit Ik sitanl wbi'i plieing Hu 
spmmis Riiiiiide I II,ms ,iml l.op.ii 
.Shaun,I, boih ol whom wen bouliiie 
iiiueli beitei lod.ie Hi.I ll Hn v did Hie 
pi I v inns d.iv 

M,Ink, 1(1 lilted (>op,i! oe i i i'k bow 
lei s lie ,1(1 loi ,1 ,1s bill e,,i. soon 
tl.ipped leg be loll bv H.iiis V.l.ok 
lell 'III! ball le.iHv ki |il low .iml 
liiilliedHiioiig.il I I bon hi Iw.i 'Il.n 
Inn,lie in b lee lx i n ,'ivi ri oni b.'i m . 
ihe li.ill Him hil in. h II l. wlin 1 . e.,i | 
oolside ll' lee .liniip .iml ibin wMil > 
on to hil till oHn I he ^ .iiiii \ inli i | 
,Smh K.ie I'sh.isti I ,nnl (',Im\ 11 il o li.nl | 
.1 kmie k bill Hn m.in e'lm In Id Hn | 
mnmgs loi.e Hiei .i. n n.il w.i .i.l | 

I. illhliil Sunil (i.iv.i I .11 In Hn l.i .1 | 
loin I.e ek . ‘ me i I lie .i ,1 o'l i .nil 
meiK I el III lea. se Mild.I iii.iie i.I.mi ! 
hiitielieds (..le.ek.ii i oiii > iili .il i,.n | 
w.is .iiM.i/liig, .iiid 111 . ill II I Mill ..11 Ion lo I 
siiieue oil Ib.il Wilke I ee .1 .iwi oiin I 
Neeei 111 .1 bniie Sin.d lhlin..h In ' 
long innings ‘bowed im ,igii. ol l.iu | 
I'lie I \( I p( lot III lininli I d ,n 1 1 . i 

II. mi Ilnphv I li.iee '.I I'll III- mini ' 
Ihiei Ions .iiiil .ill I I .III s,i\ I, ih.n III ' 
I.mull.II I nil Inin,>1 V li .d. i .'..ii I il'.i ' 

lh. lt le .III pi I mil I ineeii I ml. i I ‘ . i 
imiiiig . s, , III, ,1 lo |„ iiioi, ol I, ,1 ' 
elintmn.ilimi ot tin pnemn ,en,i. 

Ilnl niilike iillii I ki II. I iIn |. 'i i n j 

1.11 IniiidiI (I li.nl Iiiiii b' I In in | 
lliiitli's Ik W.I diii|i{ii d II' ill. I . ' 
ki epei \ I'd K.i oil P II I b I .11 .n le 

Sli.iim.i \l liniidiid oind >.I in 

kei p .1 di'liii I' limn H.ii I'm- i Imi ■ 
Kli.iiidl ,11 ,11 iiol 1 g'llle 11 .. .I ill. 

1 .0 II \id P.ii W.I I '.in' ii.. . d,.iil ' 
will II III t.ii'i d III 1,1 .ll h m, I III I li. I 1 
lilt \ l.iiii \l' , 

'snilil de. 1,111 d lb. o.n.n .n i .n n,| 

7 .III limn ll. Im I i In i ..n i In i Im d 

li. iv III- pi I mi, 1 1 I me 1 ibih i. Ill > i ,n. 

niibi .III II lot w I. n li nn Indi d I l.-in 

I'.ii Hi.is.n .itli' Sb. IIIII. 1 im I 'loni 
I me llie ■■ did 1 11 III 11 1 1 .i I i m W . 

101.11 \\i‘ fi.td diov I d H'l lmiiiidiil.il 

Wi .1 b.iiuiig line in i itn. .nni ,i b.id 
inns .III oM I .mil iiimd ' m. n i i . 

long nninig. Wi In.v. Iml II' o . i 

( Iki pool ( .III IllMl'. . 'I e Mil I i I I 
down, bill ,1 1 ( '.V di (I mo , i<. le i ' i " ' 
lls too |l W IS llllloi M'O.ili ll, I o ‘ , 
b.ilsm.iii III III 111 III li.i|>|ii .1 o. I 
G.iv.isk.ii III I'.ml. Mil, III' loi’ 

(le e|) I’.illl. be Ion In 11 . .i < 




Alinghum.ir' Caehwdil rjiiqlil tiy ftinil Chaliirvccli at ‘•itorl le~i oft Parthasaralhy Sharma 


I <in I 111’ I) K k Ill'll lo ) III I- Man-, aii'.-vi it 
.mil I'U li I’ i\as III liiiiil 'ill ihi iiiuldli 
-.11111111 liiil llu’ III.Ill 111 ilu aliili iii.il 
ili’iiili’d ntluiiMM lliliii \ I’lms.ii k.ii 
mIiiII iu M.i’' ml li III I i.iiiidil nil 
llu- iiliiic .11 '■lniil li " I'll II.III. lull w.is 
sill pi isiiir.K I'mii iinl ii’ii Siiii'l 
(i.lV.lsk.ll .il .11 ii.r. L.iiljdil Him nil I'.np 
al Sli.ii iti.i hill w.i^ I'lvi’ii lilt III IK III 
(it liniil'l lni\.l'.l.ii llu II M.i . Ill Ins 
I'lLdilU’S I .1111 I'nl iiii|iKiii,; ill ,11 llu- 
h.ilsiii.iii slii-'ild h.iM i\,ill.i li mil hill il 
lilt iiiiipiit t'.i' .ii'iiMii III! In; ill.II 
thisi' will- icpiili'tl If.I pl.iifi' II is 
Ulna ii’ilm tnii iif I ,>iii lu.i ,i iiihiin; 
IllntlVt’’. In .'i iliipiiis, li'll I llnll I 
llliiik II 'nil unit II 111 f'pi’ii III 
limpin’ .It Illls I' \i I llnl In t’llllllill 
al.iiimi llnl. llu limilfi-. iht’iiai 
tci. wt’li dill I I'd \ll I I mild 'I’ll 

Ihi’in IV.n li.id link If.ii.iik.ii iii t d 
li’s'. III ,.i\, pl.iviil ,1 Iniiiiinimi. m 

iiiim. I Ilf u.I' Ilf iii.n'i .illmi iin.slni 
lilt' ndil hmiiu ’ ilid llif Imim a,I- ,i 

It’S.nii Im us 'll I. .INI Nni iii.il!', '’Inn 
.1 hatsiii.ni I-. 1 iiiiltmili .1 i< illi .i h.ill 
til.II pups lip In’. 1 1 1 h I .n I inn IS In pul 
Ills h.I nils in 1 1 ml III Ins l.n n i i pi nli 1 1 
liini-'t It and innif nltnii ik.in nn| i|i 
j ilmni; sn In mins i ’..nili I’.ii’ i.-i '. 

! k .11 W.IS n I ’-.11 .*1111 d I li.n >1’ i..ilil<’ 

I III uII I’ 'll n II III ill 11 .11 I im 1 1 \i IS 

I iihiimi’. Ill II I” w IS imui 'ili ’'nn' mi 

i\il\ h.il' I nisi limn nil hills li.iii 
Il .11 ,u d 11 iiri I In. I’l pt'i II 111 I 

On I Ilf III In I lia'id Sunil (..u i .k.ii 
W.IS fiiipii.III! ill.I' III did III I |ilai tll.il 
I p.il I II lil.il dil.uii limn laipal Sh.ii 

I 111.1 (..ii.fk.ii sa.d 'I w i.inaimunii 

1 hi) Ill’ll tills llil.llflll li.lUllfli III! 

' h.dl lilt nil pail .iiid iii’iil inm ihi 
. Ii.liids III il|i sl.iiil, I . Uii 1 I'.ul I 

i ill tiini' Il did i.ni I'.iii I il I ! Ilf., il . 

I uinpiini,. Ill tin. in.ili ! I .i iini In i ii 
j 11 ’’f III 111 'I hu’ . I 11 null I II.' limp 11 
, nii; di i 1 . 11.11 I’ is I ..M i 1 
I U 111 I. I I III! I .11 'i d lln ’I nlid 

j 1 in . s 1 , , , . p .,, , . 1 , 1,1 I, I li, I I, 

I . .' ill I It III ’’ll. |n|ill II I" 'i MU’ ,.u I II 

j I 1. I ' -1 ’ll Ih 11 I ’ ’ 1 I 1 , ,’ ,111 

, 1 . . 'I 1 ’ I., ”, . , ' Il . .,1 

' , ) ,1 li . 1 I . I , ‘ ’ . ' I . , 1, .1 . , 

1 'll I ' 1 I 1i ’ ' I ‘ I . ' I I ' I . I 

I ’" ’ ■ ■ ' ■ 


111 Imii Mills (,h,uii li.nl ttiL’ aiialisis 
III 'wn Wllki’ts Ini Inili inns 

I W.IS pinhihli Kais.in's hnsi spill 
111 till’ St .isiiti Hi’ was iL-allv (iiiiik 
I ."'ll w h.il IS iiimi’impni t.ilil, fill till Ki'I 
I I Ilf I w'■ htiiiiK t I s 111 hnw li’d i.ime a ,1 
I im d ’.iiipiisf 111 ilif liatsnien and /ip- 
P” I iliimit',li ('dial’ll saitl. ‘ I ihink I .ini 
III fiii'inii. Ill tiiitl mi rlivllim. in tins 
p.ii Ill'll.II spi’ll nn hack is.is hfiidin^ 
In llif II). Ill ill p.iff hi’liiii; di’llVfiiim 

ihf h.ill .mil .il’.ii llif tiiial li-ap I tlitl 
linl pi.IV Mini II III lilt l.lsl tfiv lllnilllis 
U Ilf 11 till’ si'.isiiil lif)’.,iii Wf Ilf If nil 
iiii’di.ni II pi.limit m.itili .dim in.itili 
j mil tpiiii .1 till 111 till III III It ml,’ cl.ii 
I II Ilk' I V.l'.ll 1 ll’.llii llfi il It) dn IS til 
pj , 11 1 1 f 'Mil I II I III t 1 niiiiiiii s III 
, tin ml. lull 111’ 11 nuldf IS (Il.tl f Itlifi 
I .’I .111 .tin ' III .1 ni.iii 11 III imiiinit 
lifiii mu 1 IS sal 1st It’ll with mi 
I linwlim; 'iiil.f I III a last hnwifi it is 
I imiiiiit.iui 'll pit into I Ilf iiplit 

”1 nil' 1 

\ I i.li ( Ilf pi .1 did llnl ml In till- pill II 
' III thf Ii.ill III a lii.l III ill 111 ’ ,uid p.iis’ ,1 
; i.l'iiii i.ilili In k.ii I Sli.istii l'ai'.,i'i,i 
j .u III liiii'.’ill I I III ihf |).i\ ilinii I’lltl li.id 

■ lln mm Iil 11.11 imi'.| It 1 init \s|\nk Man 

I k.id .It ii|s| slip limp Sli.isliik.mt 
' Kli.iildk.ii lln immit l.nl tinill I'lt.ii 
' I'l.nlisli li.nl lift’ll li.iiliiii; nii I’lf 

I I’.mill 

! Isli.nidl- .11 w li.i Wf lit III I’ iiLtl.inil w illi 
lln iiiiilfi l‘l II .nil IS ,1 nf.il plavfi \i 
' I In I 111 W.IS iinlii .itL’ii witli .Hid 
] I’.ii ini' liltll iniilp.mi W.IS skippt’i Sliai 
I 111.I Uai I mi; till'iinlnifst’fII. Cfiiti .il .It 
[ Ini ; si’t nn il itiiniTifd tn dflf.ii 
llif Inuitll tl.ii piniidi’il Inillifi 
• f..di’iiii Mill lliai II w.is iiLi’dtil - 
; ill.II Wfst /mil’ wt If .1 ti ,1111 111 innlfs 
, lull ll illlklU’Is wlllli till’ (filtl.ll 

, lull I’liiip. .itiiili Lit kiiu; III t xpi '11 
i t 111! I(fsi..iimi' with lln IIIfiiiiplit 
I SI.Ilf lit 'i'i till ! tiiili.il Inst till’ 
iim.inniii; wnktis iii iinif Hit nn 
, null , III ’till W I si I mil lilt mi: i Islni i 

■ 'll .III nimii’.’s ,111(1 "it inns 

1 III pi lsh.ni.lk..i iiiiiif lit till’ ntlifi 
I I'.iisiii. 11 .If pi.I '111 lilt ifiliniipit III 
di, I Ilf I I In i.d.f up till il|.illfn)’i 
I I "I < I'l.ii I' I niil.iuii d III hnw I Wf II 
, ’ ’I'I w 1.1 . I In Ipi'i”, Ill'll I 111 


Cinttal hatsrtifti wi-if in tin a liaiinw 
111 ); unit' WiiaTfvoi hiipfs Shaiina and 
innipanv mi)itit iiavi > iitoi laiiii'd nt 
making it a diaw wmi. soon shattfifii 
hv (dial’ll w hn had skippm Shaiiii.i 
anti I'l-st hiipu’liil Sari|ff\a Kan I'atight 
III K.ivi Shastri In lait. tin- laiih that 
Sliaslii tnnk tn gft iid ol S.iiiiffva was 
siipuI h And, with I’ais.in.i ilistnissiiig 
Khandk.ir rlit’ ii-st hfiaiiif .i mt-if 
tninftilitv K.iii ShaslM iiinppi’d ii|i thi' 
lail t'l ii’iain ligiiifs nl 4 tnr (2 Till’ 
i.itili that .Shasiii tnnk ntl Ins nwii 
hnivlini; tn dismiss ('itipal .Sh.irnia liigh- 
I iiL'htfil Ins it’llt s (Kiwfis Dll inp tn Ins 
I I .gilt mi his tnllnw llilnui'Ji hi. iiinilg 
! suit’ III gnalkft’iifi l.ishimi .sh.istii 
li.is iispniisihlf till HI .innthfi dis 
niiss.il 

( iiilial i.u'fd 111 tm I T t with Idnii 
ii’s aii.ilisis In mi; 4 Ini 'T 4 Sunil 
('..iiask.ii ..lid. It was iiiif In half this 
win iinilfi till 111 It hi’tnif ffiiii' iiiin 
j ihi Ini.il I'his s. .isiin Wf h.ii f unii ihi 
I V\llls linplli li.iin linplii .mil wnultl 
I w.ini tn will ihf Diilffp .IS will 

' ' 1(11 llif III p II III llkll. II W.IS It’ll 

I saiistimgtn pl.ii an miinu's s|i,mniiu’ 
i siihiiins It h.ts lift’ll.I Iniii'unit siiiit 
I I plait'd .1 liig niniiii”. On llu nihfi 
I h.ii'd It W.IS imtni tutiatf that nniu nl 
I mil hatsiiit II fill pt S.iiidt i p gnt 

I unnii; I'hc piti is ih.il ,ill nl ihctti gni 

j min dniihli ligiiifs .mil sffiiiid sft 
j and thi’ii gni mil 1 iliink wi did 

I fxiifinoli well In tiiiif ilifin .-at tni ,i 

inn siort' in tlii' Inst innings I’ai saii<i 
hnwifd iniflligi’iitli T hf ( fiiri.il nat, 
iiifii wfif innliised hi ins si-am hnwl- 
mg .S.iiulft p I’,ltd plait’d a gif.it in 
nmgs Ol llif ( fiiiial pl.ivfis Khaiid 
k.ii was lilt’ (llif tn iinpitss Hf is a 
i It tin hat I tiiiiik it Iu- liad limit.d tn 
fitiifi Dflhi ni Kniiih.iv and liffii f\- 
pnsfd tn tnp (.lass tiickft It illlglit dn 
I tnm a lot nt gnnti", npiilfd till’ Wt’sl 
/mif (,i|ii.im (..iiasl-ai, 

ITif I'Ii.’fs wfif giiI’li In Hit df.ilfis 
III Kiisinl I iltfi (i.i'.isk.ii got the 
M.in lit llif M uth and 'Bfsi Batsman' 
aw.iids P.iis.m.i m tl'f hnw ling depart 
nifiil anil (diulaiii K.iikai lied tnr the 
'Best I ifidfi pi i/f with (dip.il 

Sh.ii III.I 
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I haven’t come here to lose 


KEITH FLETCHER previews the six-Test series 

L l I iiu‘sKuih\ ''.ix ii»u i lull 1 (Hti <I( lu^lid'tl i() 111 inliuli.i m \Mi\t oi %i\ llitii«\i is tht^ nitin tiir the job. 

1 ,isi iiKiiiiti \vi* \\i If iKii \fi\ -.1111 it ihf iiiiii is.is fiiiiiu Ilf I <>iili 1 i, III'll lilt 'll K k III mil tf.mi I will love him to do 

III iiinif nil lint on I mills lOiinhfi !(li i\f IumuI ihf untul «fii ||i i.iultj tnin n.ii in |ii ,| mioil hovs'lei and 1 shcdl ' 

iifiss tli.ii the loni ssas on All ilie nu’nilifis ni ilu iimiii atf ifii.iinls iln tin I’fsr m lii'|;i Inm if|.;,iiii Ills sull-tnnfidenco. 
i iilisiilntfIs lielinlili'tl 111 l)i‘ lu’if .Siiuf s>i li.isf miiii lifif Ho is .ilsn i,i|m|i|i nt I'l-itnif.' inns 

\ ilifif liiis hfi'ii ii II f nifiuliin.' ififption llif pfoi'l*' isf i I'n' spn .n |ii ,ii| ni mil ,ni,uk is Bob Willis the vice- 
I iiiiiif .iiioss hast bffii kiinl .iini iokImI | ..ipiain lb li.ul .i im .ii si iu-s .m.iinsi Aiisiidlia and will , 

\\i till' tiini soninnitfi'. luisr li.iil .i innp'it ot niifinijis i olisionsls i|i, will nsi i hfii' bin Boiliani is ainonjt the top 

I mill till' Hii.iid 111 t'onliol Ini ( ii..kfl in India I unild .il j tnni iiiikffi' in lln wnilil i.uf; I liappell, V'is Richards 

mill sff I lial llu-Indi.in aniliiii p It s hail 11 alls will kfiMiai il j and l>iiiiiis 1 illi t ,iii llu nilui iliiff Rot hani is, without 

, ini ilif tniii I 111 ifiini has li.id iifis I Ilf iifis liiiif 'll fii .1 ] ails sliadim nl dmibi ibi bfsi .ill iniindfr in the Kame He IS 

I Ini d.inip llloimli lllfs li.isi liffii f.Mind tni i!if iii'l das i .l\fis atl.li kiiu; pl.isi i lb f i pm's In I’m soitielhlilf; out uf 

I I lifif lias bffii a liii ot loinini Ills nil till i.m ili.n \si li.of | mfi' b.dl bin i .i 11 fiiif n.lniis nii-i and I’lves hi.s every- 
|||•lll"lll insi tsMi spnitifi s Ms npniinn is ih.ii i! tisn Imsvh is iIiiiil' in 'he iifid lb- i- .in isiiiini; liatsinan too Botham ' 

- I .innni hnisl .i 1 1-si side mil, lliii-i- an imi mnim lo dn ii \sill i m i.mils pi.is isi-ll liii in.-Imiii ihf Initluoniinf'series I 




■tllMlI I /li'H I'Sl ’if' 

> ilhfi On .1 Inin il I hfi f .11 f III! fi spiniii-i ^ ihi s dn imi pi i 
f nniipli linss linu \Mi II spiniif I s lift-d .n f ph-nis nl nsi-i s sn 
' li.i lis llif I inif 1 Ilf I fsis I linn l In s .ii c nn .i spnl li mn l In- 
Unid I'll 

U't liasi- Inmiuhl alnni.' ilii In si issn spniniis llmik 
rndiiisnnd is ,i -aipfili linvslii anil h.is .iliiads i.ipiiiiml 
. 17 ') Ifsi IS., kiis Ilf IS finiininii.il and pnis .i Ini nf 
l>iissiiif nm mils hs inininp ihi hall Inn .ils i hs Ins 
<111 III .us Jnhn I'.inbinis li.is dcSfinpi'd -ism lln- bisl lt-\s 
SI.IIS mill ,1 isoild (hiss spinni I I hast ivit iln sliplmsi 
dnnhi th.ii ihfs ssdl pinsi- in In- ini-nai nm in a liiininp 
ISll kl-t 

t niiiinu In I hi- sf ,iiiit-i s, P.inl AI lot I h.is plas nl in in si niii- 
If-^l Allull did well toi l.aiiLabhne last ^e.n Ils bmsls .i 
i.'nnil hill- .iiiii Ifiiplh ssilh lii’.hl i iiiniol lb- is .i si-.iili Imssli-i 
lallu-i Ih.iii ,1 svs mp bins If i |nhn I es f i is ,i pnnii sisiiip 
bms’lei Wf still ifiiunilni Ins sfseii ssiiki-ls mi di Inil .0 
Mflhi ap.tiiisl liidi.i n. I'l'b l.fsm is .i In tifi Imssh-i 
nsfisfas lhaii hi- is m Knpbinil lb- o .i pninl in.iiii niaii b.iss 
In Kfl .ilniip ssiili .ind liflps ii-.ini spun Alsn mi I'-m in 
ns’f I seas 1111 ki-l llif ball dnf‘> nm mni i-iiini t-i iihi .in than 
nit till isnkm and llial n sslis l,i-sm is iiinit 'iiiif -tnl 
.ibioiid 

I’fisonallv spf.ikinp. I isnuld Ion- In si i- t'.i.ih.nn l>illfv 
bleak ihinuph III 'I fsi (I II km Ili is iln - ipiu kt si nt lln- hit 
DillfV IS a ninst in tin-loni p.iiis Besansi-iln si-dass rpmk 
biivvlfis ssin If si inatclu-s .ind .dsn I mm I nplaiid's Imip 
term point ot viess. she ssonld ies|(iiie a t.isi boish t in the 


The arrival ^ 

K eith FLETCHEK'h band of English 
tout India for the next thiee monks' 

Bombay at 00.10 hours on November 6. DreMlf 
elegant <iiiis bearing the TCCB emblen the MIk.' 
showed no side effects of then eight<and*a-hilflMm' 
iion-stop-flight tiom London lo Bombay. - u- * 

All that drama that' nearly caused the 
cellation of the tour seemed to be a thing of 
Team managei and formei Te.si cricketer RkOtehainlgb 
Row was absolutely delighted to be irt tndi*. im 
other day, 1 received a letter from ah aunt of ittllw aibora 
I have never seen She slays in a place near Glianiif in i 
South India 1 am hoping to go therd if 1 gstithc chgtim- 
My father came from that region you know," said SdbM : 
Row. ’\t 

Fletcher, who last played in Te^ts for EMglanid'ti^ 
years back in the Centenary Test at - Metboikrtte,’; 
plaved r>2 Tests and has -scored 297.^ runs for ah aydrilM 
of 40 and ha.s scored seven tons He said: **1f thorirl - 
anything else besides cricket, 1 would like to do ig, 
shooting—ducks and that sort of things” At 37; it |g‘ 
Fletcher’s fourth visit to the country and thd tbird a^a 
member of the official English cricket team. . ' , 

Ian Botham, the tulemod and energetic alV-roiind^t 
when told that Oavaskai was appointed to lead llUllat. 
responded apprhvinglv, “It’s the right choice.” - . ' < 
Coincidentally. Geoff Rovcort, who wason afmir>iweirir 
holiday in Hong Kong, airised a little before hia etflVr 
colleagues in Bombas Subb.i Row said; *'we fdt the^ 
was no point in his going b.ick to London a^nd Aph 
comin|> all th** way to Bombay He had permiasloil'}o' 
come from Hong Kong” On arrival Boycott infonned.fl^ 
Board that he would nor like to speak to the Press tltt l|fl' 
manager arrived as all (he pi.ivers had signed e cedtin^ 
that they would not givf niiftviews wimout the pnor 
permission of the tt-ain miiiiager 
The English team I^ .k lonipanied by 14 jotUtiaHstS' 
and two photogiaphms Imm Fleet .Street. B^ng news¬ 
papermen the fust thmp tln-s inquired, “Are there say 
demonstrators nutside''' llo't the police taken precau- ' 
tions’ Is ilit-if tight -.f. iiriiv'^’' Il was nothittd 
curiosity When I lieu w.in a negative answer to ell thek 
I questions they s.ud r-ither appiopnately “achah.” 

LhARESH M'JNWAN! _ 








FORMAN’S 

the toothpaste 
created by a dentist 
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helps strengthen your gums 
while it cleans your teeth 

Gum troubles rutild mean loss of healthy teeth 

Dentists say that if teetlt are 'tot cle-aneif 
ptoperlv a ihm layer of badeiici (ailed 
pla(|tie which forms an Kind yoiii 
wnm teeth and itiims staps acc iiiinilatinc] 

[t <1 Phis lends to tattai whirti weakens and 

[_l * I piisfies away qiims . aiisinq even 

healthy teeth to fall out Ciiim troubles 
can also haiin health in ctenetal 
Forhan's protection for the qums 

I)i I othiin's e^cluslve formula ccith 
V ■ its spei lal as1rin()erit stienqthi ns 

qunis to help you resist qurn troubles 

I ■ ' So brush your teeth and niassaqe 

I 1 your qums with I orhan's Pootfrpaste and 

'- '■ —t-— f orhan's Double Action f “ 




Rghaqy For the gums 
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(\ill .illnw hill to hat iicitiiiallv. pist the wav he likes it—and 
let hull plav as well as he can Taking into account his 
.ill loimci viicketing ahilitv he must be one of ihe greats 
\K msii pc'isori.il npinion is that Geoff Boycott has an 
iiu|ioiiani lole rn [ilas m rtie senes He is hy fai the best 
It c liiucal b.iisniaii in the vvoild To be fair to Boycott he IS 
mu .1 clesiiosei ot lionlmg like Viv Richards As a hatsman 
III (iiiiUI gel mill ,iiu lest side I am looking foiward to 
siiinc loiic mnmgs tiniii him Giaham Gooch is a good 
.lit.ii kill:; b.itsm.ui He r. m the same mould as Viv 
Kicli.iiiK .dtlinu).'li niu c|iiiil hi tile same class Me is one 
iiim; Imcei th.m the West Indian batsm.iii l)ut Gooch is 
c iinniu' up t.m anil m two <>i thtee vcmis. it he piogiesses at 
ilies.uiK i.itc .IS 111 IS doing he wifi he a c lass bat The same 
I'oi’s loi ll.icid Gowei \ el \ laleliled and a lop c lass player 
Kolb (.Hitch .111(1 (.owei iveie tmlcK ks to plav ihe Aiissies 
on l.iiiU mdilteieni iMcktis lo lop it .ill, the Aiistiahans 
li.i'i .1 good SI .nil .mack Ihe wickets seamed and there 
c.i le soim mil'll (l(hv(ii(s I ihink even \'iv Kiihards or 
(.lee ( li.ippi M vcoiild h.nc snuggled on those wickets last 
seal Moic otic II ihan mu (lowci and (ioet h weie getting 
oil! til till III ( a .inii.il UK I edihle (,ii( ties I Ins is c i ic ket But 
I .nil (I'll,nil line will (onii ntl oil the tiiiii I have always 
li.Ill I, Mill III ( lass I hclit cc Ml .1 (l.iss placei lommg light 
(Inis I .i \.11 (■ IS imu I hi I he imuild III Genl I BiiMolt ('hiis 
I .1 sound h.it III li.is eie.il powcis ill ( oni cMI I at ion Me 
.('I \ O'- III ti.il.iiK e I he h.ii I me l.n.iii isiuicoIIIk best slip 
(.itilieis Me IS siipei it .It til si slip l.n.ii e. one ot the best 
at Inst slip \\eic i.ileiiic d 1111 ketei indeed, he has been 
tile III. mist. IS 1)1 the Kent Imiiiih; mi the last lew seasons 
Geoll ((.ok li.is hei ti .1 ' ei c ilhdne ( ounlc o|ienmg 
h.ilsinaii it I .on not misl.ikeit Im tin Iasi Inc ce.its M.(‘ 
1 oiilil (oiisiil.'i liiiiist II shi'.lilK iiiilmk. not in liact tinned 
'Mill .III I ni'laiid t( .nil .is set A .nmid h.il < ook has all the 
slinis , IS lie pill '1 d 111 till NalW I si I iii.ll Ih is w ll.ll thee c all 
.1 li M I III ,nil cl sisippi I till lilt Niuili.nils '\ \m\ .ouiid 
piolessKinal nnthing seems to woiis linn (ook could, in 



t.ei't' ft. 'v. I'll I'l ii’(ier/anl ii'/i* le rW.iy 


l.iil will bii.il. I III'iiii',ll .11 list licci on tins Inin 

Miki (..iltnii' li.is pl.ucd iigiil.iils n\ci tin last lew 
i.iis ill h,i III I II 1 nil .isieiiiK I’.itini' ilie tittles and 
‘i\iii I Impi I li It lie hi I al, tins spe II .md got s on tiiMliei 
In .inn I I iiiiiiili I d w liidi In dm s sn nt leii lot M iclcllesec 
\ t.ill nil d pl.i' I 1 Miki IS ,1 I'liinl siinilleg In Uhl 

S I Is K! N s |,n k Kidt.ii (Is has hei II pii k( (Mh c .lusc in the 
<1 li dill niind In w.i- iln sicondhest uickelkeepei in 
I liij.iml \\ I li.nl In hiiilg the sccniid Inst 'ket pe, siniph 
h( ( Oise HI tin i (i lit nl linh I .i\ liii he mg iiiiiiied m t.illmg 
ill wi uiiald Mild till lust man hehmd the wickets 
Ric ll.ll ds IS a II M-nil hat Ion .\s a 'kec pi i lie has I he bounce, 
ih( biilibli' ami the i ntliiisi.isni wlin li is ceis impoitant tor 
.1 k( ( P'I \|\ leidi I si.iinimg IS ili.ii till w n kc tke epei is the 
Iiiih- pl.icc I 111 dll' le.lill who is sell e led liu Ills llelchtlg It is 
I spi (i.ih .1 po.iiiiiii \ wic k( tkc c |ic I 1 an well lift the 

iiiiwliis and the licUUis as will 

liob I icliii e t 111 leiilK llie best kei pel m I'iigl.md Me is 
ic.illc nnimkc mil lo b.we liL'ii'cd imuc otieil in lests 
Kuliln I .inn m i\ cUisi to piislnng \l.iii I iiolt our Dot the 
la to. til. It del idl'd ilii issiit III '111 iillMiiaie ati.ilvsis veas 
kiniii s III III 1 li.uiiii; In nil tin a md.iids ot keeping is 
■ III mil III biuh III llieiii It l.isloi h.id bicii in atic olhei 
iiiim'iv III wmildlla't li.id ,ili i ,nl\ pi ivi d lid to Tl) lests 
I ell'll I know wh.il 1 slnuild sa\ .ibiuit iiiy wit escc'pt that I 




iIk lolf ID pLu .IS Ron 1.1)11 I provide expeiience 

ID ihv iiiiilille oiilfi An\ lest ..iptaiii vmII tell voii that a 
battiiiu side must li.iie the |)iopei bal.iiue To ilie agpes- 
sion ol t.oDil., dowel, C'laMiii^t theie will lu- the lontiasr ot 
Pio\Loii. r.iviiii' .iiid iinselt hiililiiii> one end up, so th.it the 
stiokt pl.ivers c.in m.iki* ilu' shots .it the othei end 

I'l.iMii^ s)nn should not |)ose m,in\ pioblenis All inv 
likiM'is .lie (..i|>at>lt ol t.ii.ini> the stunneis Hies h.ive the 
lu.i'ssiiit i-speiit'ue I would like to .idd that the pieseiit 
loiii paiiv IS hi itei eipiipped to pl.iv than oailier l-.iif'lish 
louiiii^ teams R.iiii Wood. l>eiek K.iiid.ill Roh Woolniei 
and t.ialiaiii B.iilow siiuuKled on the e.iiher lout s ol India 

t lowdsonh help a ti iiki tei A piolessmnal ivould inetei 
to pl,i\ III 1 1 out ol hut^e iiow'ds larhet to empiv s-tands ,And 
now Hill list IS this mole tiiie than liitlia wheie voii have 
• ilHiiK) pt opie w.iiihiiitt .1 list 1)1 (ouise, those ot us who 

h. ne .die.ids heen to hidi.i will pie wain those that ate 
touiini{ tins loiiiitiv loi till' liisl time .is to what to ixpeit 
anil wli.ii Id do 

When Mike Ihe.iiliw .iniiouniedth.it he iv.is not av.iilahle 
loi .nil liituii tonis .ilnoad, 1 knew tli.it I h.id .i i h.iiii e The 
1*1 ess III i upland was .dso iiieni loiiiiif; mi‘ .is .i i andid.iie lot 
the |oh Ale. Redsei, ih.inin.in ot the I nphsh seleitois, 

i. nn; iiu up .mil asked me il I w.is <iileies|ed I s.iid I would 
III' delii'.liled I li.iie alwavs loii'd loin inp India .mil I have 
enioved I'M'iv niiiinie ot ni\ st.iv here I am loud ol llie 
in'oplt III tins lountrv We .lie tie.ited l.ii heMei in this 
toiiiilii th.iii .invw'lit'ie else in the wotitl lusi like lillit 
stai s, aiuone .mil eveivone m liidi.i will po out ol then wav 
lo III Ip us 

I III out i",si nri.d on tills lli.il .1 i.ipl.iin iinist possi ss is 
ilie ahihtv to mis with people, with .ill suits of people lie 
h.Is poi lo ihmk ot othei |>eople .is mclividii.ils lie miisi hi a 
lliinkmp m.iii .md he .ihle to pet the best out ot eveivhodv 
L.iili .10(1 I'seiv pl.ivi'i IS a ihlleieni mihvuhi.il m Ins own 







f Mi/lis'l I II. (III J'l’.rd (ifiii'll'H ^'|li’'( 

iii'.hl l>(.'|ii'ii(liiii' (I'l llu iikIim(I>i.iI s pci Mill.llir\ \i)u ti.i\i | (.in.isMili 'nuih.il i iKi iinM hinl- wi i\ ill \Mh .ill llu liM-. 
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.1 i|uuil spmiiri OInimish liith.i has had ihr tuia ^rr.ils rl 
spin hunliiin 111 Bishan Brill, I’lasanna. ^'inkatatai;liaian 
.iiul ('handiasrkh.il lu hr limit st ui Huslii hr is iiui in ihr 
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Scrapbook 


JACK RICHARDS 

J AMES (JACK) RICHARDS of Sui 
rev, the wii.ketkceper without a 
Test matih to his iiamt:, is one of the 
surprises in the England luiiriiig [larty 
It IS not that his name never cropped 
up in media discussions, but even he 
was astonished by the news of his 
inclusion And he put his selection 
down to the big improvement tn his 
batting, and the haid work he had put 
in at the nets to accomplish it “I knew 
if’I was ever going to make it foi 
I'aiglarid I would have to bat better," 
savs the Cornishman, who made eatlv 
600 runs foi his Coiiiity last season 
Bom in I’eti/atue on August 10. 
lO'iH, Richauls i-. a> soung as they 
ct>me these ilavs But with Alan Knott 
and Bob Taylor still in the tunning for 
a Test place, not to mention David 
Bairstow r.eolf Hiimpage and F’aiil 
Dowiiton, his loute to the highest level 
oi the game appeatetl to be all bur 
blocked Yet, the puiisi had noticed 
his agility behind the stumps, and the 
MOW was ailed last summei that he 
was the best vonng 'keepet in the 

enuntiv 

But England selecloiial policy in the 
past often ii‘ndiiig to tavoin a bats¬ 
man wn ketkeeptn i.iihei than a spe 
(lahsl with the ghaes It looked as if 
Ric hauls vhaiin would not come until 
the old gu.iids 'lad left the sc c‘ne In 
106.) til lot instance. Jim I'aiks, a 
moil than cisetui baisman, but not 
such an nitstaiidmg wicketkc'eiiei. 
was chosen <is the fir-.t 'keepci iitidei 
Mikv' Smith And lately, with the 
mtishiooining ol one day lixtiiies, it 
has been deemed advisable to lend 
ciedeiue to hatting ability in the case 
ot one ol the 'ki e[iers 

However, India's one-dav lioteiitial 
was, pc'ihiips, legaided as not such a 
significant challenge, and Alec Beclsei 
and his colleagues took the oppoitun- 
it\ to give the nod to a man who could 
one cJ.iv sci’-e England, and seive for 
long, as the niimbei one wn kctkcepei 
So. It IS a sitn.itioii wheie neither men 
picked to stand heliind the stumps in 
tins tout ate paiticulaily gifted bats 
men, but aie unlikelv to make many 
mist.ikes in then w.iik behind the 
sticks 



must unlikely that he will disgrace 
himself He anticiaptes well, and 
gathers cleanly 

JOHN LEVER 

TOHN KENNETH LEVER did not 
I expect to be cho.sen for the tour of 
India in 1976 77 Indeed, he decided 
against listening to the day's news 
which would announce the squad. He 
expected that he would hear someone 
else’s name than his own But .selected 
he was and also proved to be Eng- 
land'.s leading bowler iii that Test 
.series, captiiiirig 19 wickets at 114 
apiec e 

But that wms not all While in India, 
he was involved in a bittei i ontrovoi sy 
connected with his alU*ged use of vase¬ 
line to polish the l»all Thi.s charge was 
levelled bv the them Indian captain 
Bishaii Bedi in the thud Test at Mad 
ras, when he viituallv accusetl the man 
and the England team of cheating 
Indeed, chemical tests earned out on 
the ball is said to have levealed an 
unusual lesidue ot the greasy subst¬ 
ance The muttei was discussed by the 
Indian Cricket Board and then con¬ 
veyed to the Test and County Cricket 
Boat d 


Hie Indian media appeared etW' 
vincf d about foul play, but the Englisli 
journaHsts solidly sided with their 
boys And eventually, everything was 
hushed up. So, the left-arm medium 
pacer’s last visit to India not only 
characteiised an impressive entry into 
Tests, but also, rightly oi wrongly 
earned him a bit of notoriety Since 
that tour, however,Lever has not quite 
lived up to the early promise He has 
been in and out of the Test side, and 
never really established himself 1979 
was an excellent summer for him, and 
he spearheaded Essex to victory in the 
Schweppes County Championship and 
the Benson and Hedges Cup But when 
given the “break" in the Lord’s Test 
again.st the Indians, in conditions c|uite 
amenable to movement in the air, if 
not off the w'icket, he made little 
headway He w.is hi ought baik into 
the side foi the first Test again«t the 
West Indians last vear, but again 
pioved the set,tors wiung One le- 
calls, he was lofted foi six to long on in 
.1 most humiliating fashion by Havas 
kai in the Jubilee Test 
So, if he has been given recognition 
once more, it is largely due to two 
factors One, that Chris Old and Mike 
Hendrick—the two moie fancied 
candidate.s—are both susceptible to 
injuries, while Level is geiicially fight¬ 
ing fit And two, he has been seen to be 
at his best under Eleichci, and w'lth 
this man the captain of the touiisis, 
and piobably keen on his County- 



To begin with, of course, Richaids is 
expected to play the secondary lole 
Bairmg injurv, it will fie surprising it 
he even gets a bre.ik in the one-days, 
although it England emeige tiiiim- 
phant in the first two limited-overs 
encounters, ihe third meeting could 
provide a windfall foi the young Sur 
ley exponent, nthei than that, 
Richaids will naturally be seen in 
some of the zonal engagements' But 
one thing is lertain if circumstances 
do thrust him into a Test match, it is 


20 






II 






.# 






/5i> 








A>hn Lever in action 

mate’s intfusion it was, perliaps, wcjith 
Riving him another trv 
Lever, sandy haiied, with trecklts 
on his face, is at best a shade quickei 
than what Ghavn was a couple of 
yeais ago But unlike his Indian coun 
terpart, he has genuine contiol ovei 
swing In fact, he can move the ball 
both ways, and the early morning 
winter atmospheie in India, in places 
like Delhi, Kanpur and Calcutta, could 
be very muph to his liking. 

It was fifteen years ago that Lever 


left Dane's Secoiidai y School in lltoid, 
Lssex in se.iuh ol a (‘minty to ein[ilov 
him Iheie had been litile trickel at 
his stluiol and he bowled mostly lot 
the llliird t'liib and the losses Club and 
gi.iund It was in 1967. in laii, afiei 
Ban V Knight had lelt Essex tor l.eu es 
teishne, that Level got hts upeiuni’. 
He won his County cap in 1970, and 
then having put in some haid work on 
his inswiiig.er, exploded inio the Test 
scene With figures of 10 foi 71 at tlu 
I'eroze Shah Kotla Indeed, “Ktiith 


i- 


does the watiliing toi von and phiies 
the lielfl," he says Dm ut I'le leasotis 
till Level’s fitness iiioril is ili,.t he is 
n<iluiallv alhltlic He has good 
ihvtliin. will'll I. iinpoitant lot any 
luiivli I and is •ilwavs an iisidiil man in 
the held Bin in Iridm this time, il he is 
lo subsiantiallv (onsolidali on Ins tal 
Iv ot 60 • Ktims in 'lesis at .in .ivetage 
ot 26 d'i, he will have to moie tli.in 
m.nntain a spiiiig in his movements 
And that means just enough di'viation 
in the an and a bit ot luck 
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newsletter from tustratia 


I lime I'll.' IS mil out iii tin* Mildi'iiicss 
tliiiuch Pool loini ol his lolleuKUL's oi 
•i ii'io\fi\ ot his own toini niiglit siili 
SI o him doiiniim lost lolouis iif^uiii. 
Iiui toi ilif nionu.'nt WVllluini has to 
icmiiin ioiitfiit with WiiiLhiM^ Ins sidi* 

oil U'ltMSIOII 

Koiliii's M.iish also I hosi‘ hiiusi-lt 
.iiul. it thf lioliN ifii'iaii v\u ki'ilsoflioi 
tiiuls Ills iiuilIi with lilt' bat. it touUI 
pioM' to bi' a siiom; baliiiii> liiU' up. no 
m.iltii how tbt Pakistanis view the 
situation Hi is still lai and awa\ the 
bi'si I'lotemail in this tinintM at the 
inonii lit and has no taiise to woii\ 
lli.it Miiini'i I men an knoi kiii^ at the 
doiii s ol I I'sl 11II ki't 

Iwo othei tel l.linl It'S till the t.isi 
I'owliiU' well' till btilliant old 
w.ii hoi SI 111 ins I iltei, on the hnn; toi 
lame t.ibbs' leioid ol lest ' li tiiiis 
and llie si esatioiiai mmiiu; lent 
\ldeim.in who itiabbed no less ilian 
J'l 111 inns 111 his sides Inst two Shel 
lielil Shu 111 u.inies ( I lilts h.id w'ai lied 
ih.it ihi Mill 1 111.111 siiitess Stoll 111 
I iiL'l.iiid ini”hi VI 11 be .i tl.ish in ihe 
|i.iii .mil till \ I ited tilt t s.iniple ot liob 
Al.esii who l.iili'd .iw.ii .iliei Ins 
diain. IK I'lwiikii 'imp hnl 'Vidi i 
III.Ill pioitd lli.il 111 w.is i.ip.ible .11 
|>i odut iim I lit ^anie 1 1 suit . on ‘\iisti.i 
I'.in u u ki t. im'kI. to ilie di^m.o o| 
opposin,' b.iisMii II wh'i toiiiiil Ins )i.ki 
.O ld '.w.ii' t.iii om. h to li.indie 

111. bank- I'll tin .lind pateman 
be'lh lei.iieii .ii'iimd i en P.isi oe .mil 
t.i'oll 1 .iwsoii Imt l.iltei sliwitkels 
III ihe l.isi slni Id n.niii beloie ihe 
le.mi W.IS aliliouiited si ,iled ihi issiit 
111 Ins laimii 1 hi s)nniu i s '-pot weie 
In iln \eis.nile I’lim 'l .ndlei wbo h.i' 
tnoM'd mil the leais that hi i an 


L./iee II.; 'iejU''.i'ii|. n I'l ..i ”e .a " . I^'.||•".•,l^'s 



Team based siricHir 
an present form 

T in .\iisiridiaii side lot the lust 
lest at^.inist the touiniK PakiVains 
was hiiallv anmunued on .Nnveinliei 4 
to put an enti tn weeks ot si>endaiion 
.mil suspense Ihe mill leal suipiise 
was, needless to sai the tin lusion iit 
last bowlei lell rhonison in the pa'li 
ot Iwelie, while (lii't: (. h.ippiil 
tinishtd .ihead ot Kim Huttlies in tlie 
laptaiiKV si.ikes 

Iheie tiad lieen some lonlioiei-.i 
met tile post ot laptain. with till' 
II It IIS ilitideci mil) two I le.ii lamps 
(■lie I lia|ipell was nalin.illi the 
tatouiiii' till the (lost ot skipiiei, tun 
lliilthi's was not witlioin Ins siippm 
lei. ioinii'i Aiisit.iliaii laiilam l.iii 
('liai)|)ell, who nil iileiil.ilh lias Ins own 
pioni.iinme. "Wiile Win Id ol Spoil' on 
iliaiiiu'l lime aittued ili.it Ins i ouiil'i'I 
Inollu-i l)e Hilt'll the nod .die.iil ol 
Himlu's as t.H'H I..IS till mill m.m in 
.\usti .ili.i I ap.ilili ol dolin', the lolith.n 
IS extieiled ol tin peison to lead the 
n.n lon.il te.nii hi ins opinion l |i.i|)|)i II 
W.IS llie mill I limit .is Hughes w.is 
olniiiiisli iiol lilt out till the I'lh 
1 Ill'll' li.id been wliisiieis I lull -Ml.in 
Rmdei who dis|)|.Ill'll siiili stiiildl.ii 
iim toim 1.1 ihe \^hes si . it s .itt.iniM 
I in'l.uiii iiiihIii imi'ii’,e .is .i tuliiie 
.\usiiali.ini.iin.ini. hut Bin del hiina-li 
would not s.ii mill h on ihi snhii t( and 
units aiHUi'il rhai the Inilliaiil immt' 
I'laii would in odut e Ins hest tin in il 
li'lt to Ins own dentes, imhainpeied hi 
the huideri ot lead'ilH ii side Btsiiles 
as Bin del poiiileil .mt the last le.im In 
laptamed w.is an uiiih i Ik sule 


l.'i.ii'/ne Wood Hot t/ie nod. des[)iie 
(he l.iti that Iheit h.is been a tlainoui 
to tiiop him on two points his niton 
sisteiKi and his ..hoiking leioid ol 
iimoiiis letem lentuiv no doiihl, 
hi'lped Wood 111 this lespeil <ind ilie 
olhi'i iiHulai opeiiei >n till side is the 
itlicihit Kiiue h.inil Tlie l.itlei h.is 
heeii pieli'iiid in lohi’ Dtsoii, a lel.i 
me t.iilnie ai'.iiiisi India Le.l icai and 
who has Hill shown imith pimmse. 
despite Ins m.iidi n nm .iHaiiist I,up 
land 0,11 hei this veai 

With I ,11 ii'Hid.ii iipeiiiis 111 till 
(webI' the •\usii.di.m si lei tins h.iie 
liowiiei kepi thin options open tii 
(hallme (lie sen ins ot Manm Kent 
who not lull. tow.lids ill*' I ml "I tin 
I MHi.oid lout .iiiil who Stoll il '<1 
.iH.imsi the P.ikisi.mi', leii'iiili Kem 
IS ,1 leisiiile h.iiMii.m who is i .ip.d'le 
ol opi lime Ihe iniimes il ieipini-d So 
the \i<s(i .ili.m seleiiois hav soiiii 
iiMiiM loi iii.inO'‘iiiI iiii; It needi d 
Vll.m rnililei those limiselt llli'ie 
W.IS 1111 W.II the \iisii.ili.ms Loiild liopi- 
to ii.iiiie .. li.im withmil him ami llie- 
ihimki link'li.iisin.Ill who t.line with 
III ihiet 1 Ill's ol siiiilliL' llnee smies- 
siii lest htindieds in I in.’l,lild will 
eiie Ills hi'im siippmiiis plenti to 
iheei .dioiit lilt last lime he plated 
.m.iiiisi P.ikist.in P.oidi'i p.ot Inn •-IK 
it S'. lie lenliiiits loi mill om disnie 
,.il .iml will l» .III the lool.oiii till the 
s.iiiu kiml III toiin 

Wiih '.Il spei'.ilisi li.nsineii III the 
silk' ihi II wa'. ohiuKisii no mom loi 
loiiiiH Huk Ui Mh.im (li'spne tlie lait 
ih.il he simed .1 lemiiii on dehtit 
aitaiii'.t I nukiml Weilhatn's toim luie 
III Vii'.li.ilia has not pioiided vithei 
the tmisislem i m nnisth.it \usti.ili.i 
will hi lo'ikiiii; III! m the wtek- to 



cause headucbes for opposing Test 
teams. Whether he will eventually 
plav 01 not depends on several factors, 
hut the fart remains that he has foiti'd 
himself hack into the national reckon¬ 
ing ahead of Bright and Higgs 
There was general delight in u icket 



I »■'' Pnsrne 


inn iiiilrs rit tile comeli.u k ol |i II 
llioinson, vnIki signed toi Middle.c \ in 
till Kisl ( oiiiits seasiin. I.iil wlm ii.nl in 
'|iiil niidis.is f'ji .1 liiiiiM 'iiiii.,!i'p 
I li"'illlli) rippcMled on 'i !■ ll 

tile ti .nil .l^ .in imnn i .1 'n i 
' i.,i: he \\,is mol I l.'ti d ili ni m 
,M ' .1 d sun !• In li.nl h. i n 
n ; . 11 I'is h..'\ling 1(11 r,‘.111 ' I . 1 '.. •\ 

I . |!. Mil "I nil In' I'll! 

0 \l, l.ii 1 I ,1' I'lin I ‘'.I'll i' 'til I ill 
ilnine ol lln. li.iin I In Xii.M.i 
hail .fleitois Iniie seleited .i side 
li.isi d stiicil\ on \nest lit loiIll Iniui 
lln esiirsionot lieiin t ll.i|>|’i II t.l.i 
h.ini 'S.illop link Uellli.tni .niil loiin 
l>^^on 1 in \ .ne deieiinmed In ii.ise 
n itliniL' Id ili.niK .ind ilii le lonid he 
i.ii III Iiei otiu 11 lot an Vnsrialiaii link 
I’ ng ic'Mi.il 

Me.niMliile ilie loniroser^i.il l.isi 
how lei I.eii I’.isi lie t.in iiilo rioiihk 
with the .uiilniiities e\eii .is (In li.il'le 
toi pl.ii es III the I esi side leailied .1 
I Innas P.i.iiic. eagei In in.ike .1 i oin 
ehrii k .il'lei he missed the Ansti .ili.in 
loin ot 1 iigl, 111(1 carliei lliis \eai, w.is 
inioKed in a lathei ims.ivouiv nn i 
dent with kini Hughes In the pioiess 
the New South Wales l.isi howici be 
cattle thi' Inst man in the liislory ol 
Shelheld .'shield ciicki't lo he sus¬ 
pended hy Ills leam mates 

It all started when I’ascne sent down 
a huuniei to Hughes, who was hatting 
on 88 at that stage Tne lormei Austra 
lian captain hooked the delivery to Che 
ropes tor four luns to take his total to 
92, but almost had his head taken off 
bv the next delivery, a savage beamet 
which whittled his head even as he 
ducked frantically out of the wav and 
evaded the outstretched hands of 
wicketkeeper Steve Rixon as it Inn 


1 


lied down the leg side foi foiii bves 
Hughes 1,111 down to the non- 
stiikc'i's end and e\ihanged wuids 
with Pasioc befoie NSW c.ipiain and 
fotmet Austtalian heio, Rick McC’os 
kt I, interseiieci 1 elevisioii clips of the 
iiuident did nut. ol louise, pick up the 
escliaiigi ot woids, but iheie was a 
gooil .imoniil ol gesticulating on both 
sides lietoiL' llnglios e\enMiall\ con 
liiiiii'd his mnings 

'Mit'i the plaveis lame oti ihc held, 
I'asiof IS lenoiied to have made his 
was to the West .\iistialiii dressing 
loom and pushed Hughes m ihe lourse 
ol an aigiimini Del.iils ahoui what 
ailn.illv li.ippeiic'd le tin- diessiiig 
mom .lie luiid il mil iiiipossible. lo 
lonie h\, hilt Huglie. lodged a com 
pl.iiiii which was ic'|( lied h\ ilic NSW 
It .nil N'oi III lit onidiin, , Pjsi Ol lei.ili 
iltil s.ising ih.ii llngll(^ li.id usc-d 
.ilin.ive l.iiignage .iinl the. ih.nge, in 
ti.in w.t^ di I'led h\ :ln WA le.ini 
I liiiii.iii'K lioili men .ippe.ili ll ,ind 
wcnl holoie Hob Miiini..ni, the lo 
oidiri.iKii ot the Ansii.ilian (iicket 
Bo.iid’s iiiikti iiiiininlli'e and also 
inanagei ol ilii' liuglusicd side llial 
loiiiid India iwo wniltis ,igo I'li'tnie .i 
di'i ision tonld hi l.iken h\ Meiiiiiiall, 
liowevei the NSV\ le.uii nut in I’eitli 
and ileinh'd tn .nii'pl ihe ,om|)lanil 
lodged in Miighes, ini))osnig a one 
m.ucli suspension on ihi ii last howlei 
'I his ban, the III si h\ pl.ivei s iindei .i 
new ( oile ol heli.icmill, w.is .ippiii.ihlc 
lo till New Soiitli Walc"- \eisus South 
'ii'M .li.i iii.ili ll hec.uimiip Nom iiihei 

t. . 1 . .1 I.eii p,i,(.K ni.e li.m tn | ne he, 

e I Ill'll ,ne '.nil pit nt\ III I’l'.t, 
,i'U' id o' \i'-' .ili.i ill!. i-on Inn 

I ’I'l ! dll.I \Idi'iiii.ei di.pl.iving 

' ' • III i'l 1 III ill .nilI I ll oil ' .iw .ini ,01(1 
Me 1 e I i\ li'li.i > |iii''-s'nu lln u i l.nms 
m III I Min I I i.i'ii ma IIin 1. I‘.is. oe miehi 
Mi'.i I ind iMiie( 11 (.III in tin i old 
I li.it In will I IS ap.ii t ll om ihe lai I 
ill.It It i. sniiimei Inie ni Ansii.ilia 

Macdonald’S Cup 

N i)\ I Mi’ll K h s.e Ihe lung avs.tiled 
ila ll 111 tween Qnciiel.ind iind 
Uesii'in Vii.ti.ilia in the one-dav Mai 
don.lid s ( up came In last vi.u's tin.il 
the toiiui'i li.iil (ll leaiiil tin \\'\ side 
altlnnigli VVi i Ansiialia li.id stolen a 
mall h on (,)iieeiisl,in'l in tin Sin ifn III 
Shield 1 1ll.ll 'Hills with lioiioni s mnie 
<a li'ss eii'ii, iheie w.is ohiioiisK a 
gie<.l deal .it '.lake m (Ins g.iiin 
Ot added inti test w.e the tail that 
yiieensl.uu' .ne iiiirinllv leil liv (aeg 
Chappell, while the W.'\ '.ide ate skip 
piled l)v die depiised Ansti.ili.in a|i 
lam Kini Hughes who is no dnnlit 
undei somt piessnie this ve.n I hap 
pell won the toss and dei ided to put 
the West Anstiaiians in in b.n on the 
(Idhhii we kei when* the Queensl.in 
(lets had br-tiien lasniiinia onlv the 
d,iy pievious 

it was an iiiteicsting clash, lot 
Queensland seemed comtoitable ihas 
ing a total ol'anv size Besides, Chap 
pell must ha\e wundeied what kind of 
scoie Ihe Wesiein Ausiialians, who 


boasted Laird, Wood, Hughes, Ser* 
jeant, Maish and Vardley, would 
amass Added to that was the fact that 
the W.A bowling wa.s to be opened by 
Lillee and Aldeiman ami vou have an 
idea of what the Queenslanders weie 
up against. 



Kim HiKihp^ ineq Chiippolls deputy 


In fhappell’s own wotds, the West 
cm Austiahaiis weic peilia|is the 
siiongest provincial sides in woild 
(inker, so ll imist h.isc come as sumc* 
iliiiif' 'll <1 '-'.iipii'.i vshi'M ihc fii't two 
W\ w n !■ els, lliost'lit Austialian o|ieu 
( I. I..I.' 'I .01(1 Wood, tell wilh onlv 18 
iiiiis oil tin lioiiid Hughes and .Set 
|('.iiit lU'M'i ic.illvgnt to gi ips with the 
.iti.iik .md It was soon -tti loi '1 Marsh 
. 111(1 Y.n illcv • ham ed Ihcii .ii iiis, hnt it 
W.IS all iivet liai the shouting when the 
wnkeiki'ipei was howled hy Dvniock 
lot a liiee/v -18 Ihe Wi".| .'\nstialiatis 
had tetovc'ied somewhal to 148 tin 8 
al the end of the allolted '•Ooveis, hnt 
ohc Kill'.Is that W.IS not good i nongh lo 
lone a vs 111 rininison howled supeibly 
1(11 Qneeiislaiid and (hongh he Imished 
with oiiK .1 solit.ii V wii ket horn Ins ten 
ovfis, the displav was one ol lonliol 
led pace . 111(1 .(ggiessnni 

I III Qiieeiislaiidcis began well, al 
vsa\s ke(>pmg .dn id ot llieil target ot 
llnee iims jiei osei .nut though '.illee 
soon enieied a '.l.mgmg ni.ncli with 
(ipeiiing hat Kt jilei Wessels, theie was 
nothing tie (onid d'l tu t.iki i vsii ket 
He (iul gel Hieg l'li.ip|iell lalci on 
thoiigli. will langht hv Kiiue Yaidlev 
in the slips Bui that w.is 'ill Bordei 
SI OK'd Ihe winning tuns toi Queens 
land, who tiiiC'lied at 149 loi 4 
I lie 'man of th'' ni.iich' .md a very 
populai (file at that was vnuiig Rob 
Kelt who (oiild lonieivuhiv he a tii 
tuie lest piospeil Onlv 20 yga>’s (»ld, 
he came into the Queen>lan(j side as a 
leplacemeni toi Mai tin Kent who 
tailed .1 htness test and whose place in 
the first lest against Pakistan will 
subseiiuentlv be filled b\ Oraham 
Ydllnp 

DAVID McMAHON 



Tha stars of the Oassfc tennis event, recently held at the Nctaji Indoor 
stadium (clockwise from lop letl) Ivan Lendl . who came out on lop, 
Wu/tek Tibak, John, Alexander, who limshed second, and Eliut 
Tellschpr Colour kairsoarenrieb by Nikhil Bhatlacharya 

















News ; International 


Little response to tennis ‘circus’ 

I On November 3 and 4. a few Calcuttans saw some of the world’s leading tennis 
I players ARIJIT SEN reports 


ilu liiiiks <>i iliinii'v. liuli.Ms IlIvcK 
Tti ihc null LiiuiN mouiiiK 

III ilii' will III till hiiliil.iv nKikinp Mi]u i 
si,IIS lit iriinis I lu' Inst .iumi,i w.is 
(.iliiillii I \i-ii iii'liiii till ;i.ii I iu|i.iiii , 

III lll.ll I'll II Ii.kI IIiiWII ll.llk III I HIM 
|ii|ilr.i iMsluit ihiii ,\,is i.ilk <>t 
■iiiiillii I \ I mil ' liiili.ilih. Kiinilitiv 
I III' Ni'iiii IiiiIhiii Si.iiliiini III ( ,il 
,ii'li i.i.'i il wli.ii I',is l(’ini(il till 
I l.i ,',ii I'lmi I M III II ,1' ii| nil.', liiiii 
|il,l' 1 I III ml I'l Il.ll lnll.l I It'lliiwil 
\!ih"iimi llii |iKI iiiL's liii ilii twii il,i\ 

• 11 III w' 11 1 ' III i'll wi II ii\ I I “s 100 (too I 

1 " 'I i! ill.. l|.'lll.lll\ t)llli'll III l.lki 

|i.i'I iliil inn lll.ll I i| \i|,i\ \iniilia, ,i 

Im.il I.U'i'iiili , 111(1 \ IMS (iCi iikiil IS 

inill' il Mill .ilniiisi .11 till l.ist ntimiti-. 


iDiiMit; ihc iiii^.misi IS til iit>t liii t liiil 
li'ltsilici .mil tilt iiiMi ifti'i.iii ,|(iliil 
.'\lc.\,iiii)(‘i 1 lie tm.il Inn up, hcsulcs 

till SI i\Mi li.itiiiiil I\,m I (‘11(11 ,111(1 
U ‘HIl k I ih.ik 

One lines iiui kiiiiw Iniw thi (loviiii 
met It s.mi tmiti d M 00,(100 .mil iiiin e m 
liiicif’ii "\i li.mi'e III] ,1 iiitii.il (III IIS, 
I wIiMiM It iliiiiks iiiMie th.m twill' betiMC 
I •illiiwiiii', I vpi iiiliiiiii (in iitliei spdit. 
I eithi 1 til I n.ililc (I'.iins t(i li il' ( I .ihi h.kI 
III til l.ii ilii.iii mvit.itinns Id lull 
Il’IK I s 

I III pniiil III ilnlr is tli.il li mils is lint 
,1 \i'l', piipiil.il spiiil m lliis iniiiiliv 
witili II IS Kit.dlih mil' III tile must 
e\t)ensi\( lieliii.' Iievniiil (lie le.iill of 
the ,i\Ml<((((' [leisiiii. It IS <llm(is( im 


llOSSlhlc till this p.llllC III Mill li.ivi 

mass at>|>e.i| iii IikIm Om ilie Mtlu'i 
hand sevei<il ntliei disi ipliin s wlinli 
le.itiiie till t'.li'iitii |),ii III ip.illnil III ifie 
I (iimiinn ni.m .m nni "im ii ilii ii|)iiiii 
limilN 111 iiTipniimu (Mil h.isii I'.sell 
tials I'l mi. II i (list ipliiics iiki I'Miiii.is 
III s iiie lint Ili.ikiiu' llie di siii d iii'.ld 
w.iv Ixi.msi inlet n.il inn,div .iiiipled 
eilliipilieni .III lull .lllnwed llitn (Ills 
i (iiiiiti \ mil mu i 'Sinn li I .lies III dm \ 
Ihe imspl.lied I'l III I (ISII I slnwri 'n 
tile All liidi.i i.,iwii II mils \ smi.ilinn 
h.i-. einhnldi III (I llii niLims.itinii In 
pladlmmi 'sIm Iwiiiil Inpnvei- liv the ' 
likes 1)1 liilin Mil nine Wild' the, j 
vvniild iiiidmihti ills pinse ,i t^.i( .0 I 
()|ipmimnls Im laiisinsi. iln wmld's I 









liVoilok ht),ik punches .( luiuhunil 


riidl /f'/Si hi't If ,i( linn 


host pUtM-ts in .'•.(ion, n xmuiUI still 
iiu'.in ilwit pu'v imis low ii',n i'xili.inn<' 
w I'riiv w.isti d iwpi'i i.ilh ,11 ,1 inni' 
whin M'M'i.ii .putt, \>oiiUI 1)1' Ih'IU' 

11 'I'll li\ till iiTipoi I lit I i|iii I Ill'll lit If.iilK 

II' I ill'll till \ I III I,,11111 pi I |i II .iWnli 

Dill I \.iiii|i|i i\ill si'llui liuli.in 

.111 III I, iiiiilii ilii iMth II'l'iil.iiiiiii 
.1. It. Ill mil I ii.i! piii.il i|ii ilii\ liisli',iil 
!i I '. iii'i"iii! • III 'oil lull I \i li.nu'i till 

■" 'll ' >1 'I li 111.I w.iti I III mu piiiiii'il 

I'l III . I'lil 


I 111 - Ml I \ iiIh'iiiiisIs hils siiiiK'thinu 
to in.ik' tiniii this kmil ot i Mills 
Othiiwi.i liiiw i ,111 this IIIu,inw<iliiiii 
I'siil.ii’i ilio 1 ipi'iuliiiiw"' It li.iil null 

In iiiL',,iiii 1 (,1 .iiitiri 1 1 <11111 ii.mii'iils III 
till' loiiMii', ,\i ili.ii imii' siwmpiK, 
till (, 0 \ I I lllllt'lll ,ll|iilMll il Si'll), 1 ) 01 ) 
pi l.'l' IllnlU'l IlIMM 111 lolt'ipil I'Ji 

I II inp,i \iii I II pi Mill pli'iis, till- 
.iniiiimi M,i < till.I il III s,'''i (loii Out lilts 

,ill,III.' IMlh .1 llll III pi llpilSIIl ^ ihlllVMI 
III I ll'i 'I I ' ,llll.ll I till Ill'll! I pliW'l'IS 


OiU' IS sfitiim hniM'M'i ili.it with 
silOO.OOi) at stiiki', ii ii'p.iikii tiiiiiiiii 
iiii'Ml ti iiliii iiiu somi' III tiu' liip pliivt'i s 
Liiiilil luivc lu'i'ii an<iiiu''(l 

li'ii iiiU'i iia!iiinal pl.iMos - » iili 
,\ 11 ’ I.limps tiom li) III 'lO iMiiilil 
iiiiamK IwiK' lii'oi, pii'toiahlf in a 
liiiii'will 1(1 No 4 lilt'll'VMiiilil not opK 
h.iM' licfi) molt' i.iiicis hill tt'iiamls 
ti'fiu'i (iini|)i'iiliiiii Ilian mil' iMtiii's 
sill ai ilic N't'iiiii liiiliioi Stailnmi 
I'll! Ml I \ u'll. imilmihii'ilK. innif 




flut with the expl.iiiatioM that it is 
tliffiiuli to Rci plavers foi a lliand 
Pri'i like toiiinanieni because ot the 
busv world schedule and the itheatcu 
' pi i 7 e monc-v ..ompetitions aliioad But 
i one knows that some ot the win Id's 
! best piciveis do take [lait m '■ 100 , 1 ) 01 ) 
1 loinpelitions even toda\ 

Besides, the MI.IA sciretaiv liap 
I pt IIS to hi the Mon Pii-sideiu ot the 
Asian lentils ledeiation as will In 
iliat cjpacitc -and as a membei ot the 
Intel national l.awn Tennis ledei.i 
tion—what is Mi Dllip Bose (loiiij; to 
tiirlhei the cause ot tennis in this 
coiintiv' It he laniiot—ihiouuli these 
canons channels--e\eiI ise atn kind 
ot inlhieiice, theie is no point in his 
adoi null’ one hii;h oMice altei anotliei 
Indni'' tennis liitiiii will ccitainic 
not i;e-t biii’htei bv the mil odiicl ion ot 
I an amiii.il cm us oi "taniasha' Dial's 
I piit what the "('l.issis lennis rvent" 
I tin mil out III be llie placeis Mew in 
I eiiliei on the ece oi on the Inst dav o| 

I itie two ilac ( cent riucweie, latnial 
1 Ic teelmn the |el Ian and this was 
i 111 li I led le the two inati lies billed toi 
1 Noceiiibi'i 1 

I I eiiiil t.iied I ibak in ihi tiisi .idil 
1 made sholt woik ot the lie Me won in 


stiaii;ht SI Is ii I b { \htioiii;h I ibak 
sh< wed eailc promise ot a tiiilit, his 
name ti/7led out in itie tail' ol the 
lethal pan set be i eiiill 

In the seioinl iii.iii h lOciaiold 
lohn Mecaiidi i slaninii d hi' wav to a 
meitiiie with I • mil I hot I'ell'iliei, 

ihi loci.il JI MMi old w.O' obvioiisK 
mn siiioiis and allowed Ins lowtiiiii.', 
oppom ii; !■■ hiisilt Inin ti'iiii tin net 
Ml camlei won n n t 
('ll the Ill Cl d>i\ attain lellsihei 
lanked No 11 on ihe 'Nil' lompniii 
ttaci I di.ik liishlili iitli I bolldo/iiiit 
ihioiiitti till Inst sit to win >> I Ihe 
lie bii akei in tin seiond sit wiiii m 
tacoiii ot I ibak and tioiii then on 
I’ell'ihei SI I'lm i! lo’iliiit to pisi siac 
on iheioiiil till III ccas lieie.ili d I in.il 
sioii s 1 (i ” li. 1) 2 

till tu',hi till til si plan wa' kecnei 
than I c|)ei ii d In lai l. it w.in tin mile 
lie will ill si'enift .Mlliom’.h bemll won 
(i-I i> 2, the niaiili w.i' leii.nnlc well 
lontisleil .Mecandi-i tniiillc bowi d to 
till siipeiioi loiiit nail ol I emil ami 
the coiiiit’siei'-, tieimndoie loiehand 
But the placei' coni|)lained •ilioiil 
till com I It w. IS not insi pl.ivnitt slow, 
the botime was inn veil, posiiit; unec 
pelted piol leins to piolession.ds echo 




fytfx UhU‘i ,ll fffti f> 


•III used to the bi''l pl.ic iiitt i oiidilions 
aionnil liii vein Id I In hr,Ills .ibove 
wii also pl.iciiii' t'<une ol llitii 
own whiih w.i' not to tin likiiit; ot 
the pi.eiis And below the wooden 
jil.inks CM II iioi I Cl iilc hull 

WInil w.is (lie .1 Mild al the \i l.i|i 
Inilooi St,idiom w,i' pi I haps tin bif’ 
itestl.iiii ni 1111 III temiis hisioi v And 
(aliultfiiis lephed 111 ihi iiiiist eriet- 
tice n’,inin I pos^ibli Ilii'C it’,noieil 
till 1 Cl lit I 1 ss ill.Ill '•, 1)1111 pi-ople s.it 
III the 1.1 'iDD i.ip.iiitc si.idiiiiii on th< 
fust 111 ! ili's)ii I .III oift.iinseis halved 
tin liiket i.ilestoi I he iollowin|, ilav's 
|iioi'i.iiiimi Vi'l h.ilt ihe 'l.idiuiii WHS 
( nipt c I n ki IS pi n O' I .iiit’.eil ironi Ks 
''ll) to Ks J'lD w'lnh cc.is imisideied 
loo still |oi I two d,i\ tom 111 in event 
M.icbi billiis, iisi w ,11 pii c.iil when 
the in cl (I'tii, i.iini . .doin’, Kit>tll 
now It would'n mu i■ siiii/t to si-e the 
b.il.iini .hill Vs e tin i oiii]ietition a 
tin. III! l.ll tlop't >1 w .1 the moni'v leio 
Cl led' I'nt.ji lnii..li Ic I'n .Ml I A is 
s.li ill .ibo.ii tin ' I |ii I I ol I lie i il i ns 


I ,1” .'.”1.1' .I'll” I ii.me.'i/i ((■./ 







Kabaddi generates mord interest 


ACHINTYA SAHA 

I s ihf loinniiiifi III (he | tmih iii ihe piiiniiiv ^iiul iiinmi Ifvi I 

iiinih Asi.it) (^inics '•till Iomiil' vmiIi | mIidoK Jliiiiisaruls ol ))<i\s .itui 
the idea (iNicU in^ k.ihiicldi as •< (IciTxiii i mailed an\i(iusl\ Im (he Indian 
stiiilKiu j’.ame .11 Ilillll ne\l st'.n'-' li i. | sijuad’s aiiisal Im llu last imiple »l 
llinli linu' fliai the hnsis i>l the Asian l mnnths and .ilsn piep.iii'il thiniselMs 


I S ihe ()ip,anisin^ imnniiiifi nl itie 
mnih Asi.in llamcs still Iomiil’ vsiili 
the idea III lia\ in^ k.ihaddi as a dcninn 
stiiilKiu j’.ame .11 III llll neM se.ir-' li i. 


('■antes slinnid nil Indi l tie in.iss Ii.im d 
nli‘\pensi\I spun ni tiie list nl evtiils 
II India lakes the niiii.iiivi siiiieieK 
insle.id III vsailiiit.’ tm riie siiIim (|iienl 
Asiad hosts to laki il upon thfillseltes 
to popiil.iiise the Kanu .iiid make it 
one o) ihi events ol the (..inies, then 
onl\ tan k.ih.nldi piospei <is an iiitei 
nalioiial spoil In l.iil .it ilii irionlenl 
India has pot ihi oiipm iunitv in set the 
li.ill iolliii{t .^nil shs not sinie v\' 
aie s|>endinp an inoiinoii'. anioiiiit 
include the 'po, t in the Asi.in t'..lines 
speci.ilK wl'i n iis inclusion i.in In nip 
Indi.i oiu Ol tiMi i;olds ' 

KMl'M)l)l h.is .ihe.iilv mil ill the 
leiiuiienienis .mil we tiiientiv 
hope that ihi event will hi iliieitly 
contested II h.iiidh.ill c.in he ini hided 
whv not kahaddr-* Mow rn.inv nations 
in Asi.i pl.iy handh.ill and when India 
IS 11)111 ei ned do we evpec I a (’.old in the 
Asiad.* K.ih.iddi has .ilie.idv si\ incm 
heis I{iiii(>lacli sh, Nepal, I’.ikist.in 
Si I I anka, India .ind lap.in lhailand 
has ap|)lied toi rnetnheiship to the 
Asi.in Am.iieni K.ih.iddi I'l'dei.iiion 
while MalaxM.i .mil the l'liili|)(iines .iie 
showing ('ll II iiitiiesi lheA/\M (■ol 
a shot m tiu ,11111 wiih jap.in loniini; 
into Its fold In l.ii I. I.ip.iii's .dlili.ition 
has all llll inoie stieili'lhened the 
siippoii ol the If ill I .ition llem(> a I II li 
n.ition .mil exim >'iiin keen entlui 
siasm, l.'ji.m will t.ike nniih pains to 
(let this MKiii ii'ihilled Ihe ii’ceiil 
111 VII. II ion ol .(I pl.ivei s 11 loth men and 
wiimeiii .mil oitni.ils lo lapan h.is 
(tenei.tteil Kiealet inti lesl 

I’eople woiild he cm ions as in vvh.il 
was ihe eiifliusiasm like Iheie.* I irsi f>I 
all, l.ip.m has mtiochiied k.ih.iddi 


to cet .ic(|n.imtt d with om (il.iveis 
(ininm 0111 1(1 d.iv Slav the [ilastis 
ill inonsiiaied tIu paine in (Idteieiii 
ii'iis likf loij.ine Sainniii. .M.itstio 
Kiiiiikiiii. Masaki, 'loki('aiie lo n.inie a 
lew lloiiisiK eviivwheie thev le 
leived the [ilaveis like Vll's with 
thousands llaiikin^; the load and w.i\ 


mi; the Haps ol India Karii’ladesh and 
Nepal, lolticials ol the othei two na 
tions weie also invitedi 

Theie wi h.id deinonsliation match 
es III whiih hoth men .ind women 
paiiicipaied tollowed l)\ tniM'd teams 
and I math exlnhition eiuoiinteis hp- 
Iween the two coiiiitiies All this was 
at the si hool lecel anti those who 
witnessed the tussles included prmcip- 
•ils and niavors of the respective 
schools and cities 





Tho Ihrev wri.) ira'islaleii /lie /■ab.i.'Jf'. ""f. Jan.iiiesp from Irili Vfiv/).rt,i 
Prol kaji/o Ariimn and He 


Seiondiv. .ill the evhilntions and 
clemonsti.itions wei'o live lelei.ist bv 
ihiet IV companies mclndiiid llie 
NHK I’eople m.iv d.niht me Imi no 
othei spoil h.ul the [iiivilei;e ol sin h 
an i ’itensive i ovei.ipt— rhiee 1 V units 
■It .1 nine II <v:is all the more .istouiid 
mi; lhai N 11 K took the iniii.itive ol 
loveimi; Iht enine loin lliinii(:hoiit 
llie will Id imdei the laption ' Interna 


One ol the Indian ■w.iyers le.iijuno Uip Jaitane^.e doy.s 



tion.il I nendship Ilno'n;li K.ili.icldi" 
Almost all the iiews|),ipei s m |.i|i.m 
(;.ive wide |>nhlnil\ wMll iinnieioiis 
pii lines Sti,in(;tl\ wi do mil tmd 
such iovt'i.i(.’e m oin coimnv 

llindlv ihi k.ih.iddi iiiles h.ive 
heel) riansl.iied and ptihlislted inri. 
|.i|).mese Ihe woik was done hv pio- 
tessoi k.i/MO A/nni.i ^'()shllla and llo 
A SI miii.ii w.is oiiMiiised hv the .\AKI 
when SI hool liMcliei s. co.iches and 
phvsic.il ediii .iiionisis .mended with 
Hieal inleiesi .ind latei .ippe.ned loi 
aptitude lesl 

I’.icli m.ivoi lit llu* 1 iiv pioniised 
that thev would st.ipe mtei school 
rouin.inienis iei;iilailv and .dsn make 
It (ominilsoiv loi the sludeiils so that 
thev can hinid ii|) then liodv, mind and 
chaiactei K.ih.iddi is an ideal spurt 
fill the dtwelopment ol llu se qualities 
The lap.mese h.ive a stionn teelmi; 
rhal kaliadcli h.is a ilose iclation to 
yoi;.i I his n I he- m.im reason whv thev 
have laken mine mteiesl IhiitiiiR it 
simplv. ihe ,).ip.inese like action and 
helieve m hodv comaet (■antes like 
kai.ite, iiiclo aiul k.diaildi 

How itootl ale the l.ip.mi ^e'* Will 
thev emeine as .i loin to be icckoned 
with m the aien.iot k.ibaddi.' Kabaddi 
tin les and the pnblic m (>eneiiil must 
be rhinkiiiK on these lines In mv 
cipiiiiiin and expnietice. ihev will cer 
l.iinh 1 ome lo Itii loietioni W'lu'' 











I Hecau&e each and every Japanese l)<)v 
I and girl has the strength, stamina and 
strong determination which aie the 
I njsiL fundamentals requited to gain 
I piolitiency in the game Then dgain, 
they have a natural abilitv to grasp tin. 

.kill and technique Over and alnne 
ihev began to love the game as each 
! .md eveiy movement w.is full ol i hi ill 
and excitement Thev ha\e also shown 
how good tiles can be both in ihe 
offence and self defence The was ihes 
h.ise taken to the game shows tli.u 
ihev will emeigi' as a lumeiidou. 
tone within two veais 
I (’urious again as to how was ilie tom 
, possible-* Theie was one man who was 
, lesponsible for the toui being matei 
' iali!it‘d It was Mr Sho|i llasarui, the 
' Mavot of Togaiie Cilv and the I’lesi i 
I dent of the japan -Vmati-iii k.ibaddi I 
j federation liankis streaking, the eo i 
j f.re tiedit gties lo this 'i'i-veai old j 
businessman tor his keen inteic^i ami | 
imagination to introduce kahacldi iii 
lapan This gentleman is .i bcun siioi is 
I man and this is boine out b\ tin l.ui 
' ili.il he IS filth Dan in kaiale llis 
conti ibiition towaicls s|)oit in geniial 
III the coimtiv is |)iaisewcntin 

i It mas he recalled tliai two veais 
I hack lire AAKF sent a coach in I’lol 
M I Sunder Ram lo teach the game lo 
the students ot 'fogaiie 'Ihe masoi 
I there instantanemislv look .1 liking loi 
I ihe game and liiic-i on he oigaiiised .i 
! touinamc-nt in 1974 The loin w.is 
j possible because cit a seiics of coites 
; tromlence with him lis me lb- lias 
I siretil seveial million sens loi tlii' 

! putpose 1 think it's sliiireiiclcnis, ion 1 
I sideling a game like kabaclili I Ini' j 
again, the wmm hospilalils and iiei 1 
snnal touch will evei be lemembi led I 
Irs each and eseis memtiei ot tin \ 
coniitigeiii Mi llav.iiio s<iiil in I hi 
taieweil leception pails “I have miio 
cliicecl kalraddi not onls in rog.im cits 
but also thioughont fip.iii thioiigli IV 
laclio, new'spape IS .iiiii iicleii It is iin 

hulitin p/.iye.'s itutq il tiarii/tioA s N,linin' 


I'll' .iiil'ini (.111,1 V) II' M' H.iv.mn ini^ii -a }nq^,i,> 

lirm III III I ih.ii iliis (Mini will be liked 
!■' file l.ip.ine-i si idec'l , (l,i\ In il.n 

I liiiMiLli till, gaiiii ,\e li.ill III III a 

position III ‘.III III,ill! M ilu III ol 
11 II nil ,hi|i .iiiioiii; 1 I III kali iilcli l.mu 
I' I no,dll l,k< |o ..e ill.a kaii.iddi 

'iloidil li-i' Old 1,1 11 . ,1,'iiiNi d |i\ nil 
I. ,11111 ■ 1 • di 1 iiioii Imi .d ,0 11 , 

I III HU III I !ii .11 ,0 till III < Ml 
iliiSiiilo ,, I'l ' I III I w,i. ,'i iiiiiMi ini.01.1 
In Mid, II. Ill lln. \iii‘ Miiu -,111 'll 

Idiiialioii Ml I. i> IS,I Ishd'.i lo ' lio 
fold ill! Si 111 I 11 (,1 III 1 ,d il till 


lapan < til'lipi' 1 oininiiii , in r';-|-i.ii 
ihi L'anii- I in 11 1 i-i i.n.'n m 1,1 , 

nil. 1(1 ’ I I i.'io' s.i\ .md il I I il. I ..III' , 

10 SI I lln iMiin 101 I nied la H" \ .' a! . 

11 .1 1 111 I III , I In \ 'll' -o 1 1 I ■' !, I- I 

II,.-' \inl .11 tin III.'ll I .11 I!i> a' 

I mil .0 om me n |'.o ' n ip.'i o 1 in 
■ ns'Miie 'V'.i.iii iv.di.iddi I I. eiinnJii hij' 
l| I I II I ,1 III I l| I I lid " I ' 

lln .i|ii.id i h' h ill' I I'.iil.o.il , 

" In 11 tln-ii a . 'ii i.iti"ii onl ■ 1 b.iil 1 

nil I line imHi Hu i in 1,11 ei 1,0 o' 
rill 1 liail.md 1 1|', pipii c Iiii'M'I11 ■ Pn 
I loll ol I '1 nil Inn I |n onii < , I 1 11 i 11 ,. , 

I |ioi 1 ( )ii| |il.i\ ( 1 e.i ,1 'll Ml' 10 II I".,|[ 

I .11 Ikinel ok', N.iiioii.d Si,idi"iii 1 !' 

! Ill .III d .1 I'll "I I III 111 I ni III 1 Inn,, a 'b' | 

garni n pl.is'-d lln n in Hn n,iiii< oi | 
‘H-i c ball (rile <.| it.Ill,'I ok I' nli'i 
d.iih //le ,^.H/on si.it"'I ilnii ’I" e.i n- 
lias a git.II Imiin li urns In ii'io d 
I h.ll I be I’l ess i oliH none ,illi .11 ti d 11 

1 iiew'-pairei n pie'em.ilm 

I Ihe \lal.iVM,iiis loo I siMi .'.I ( 'In II 
I'nllmsnisH win 11 om pl.isii 'an- 
clemiinstnilion .11 I’enaiig lln I’l n.mc 
Spoil < limn d took lln mill. Him <md 
h.id also .isked Mi Kiel.10 Idiiis lion 
oiais Scciel.iis ol liie Malas .ni 
\malem liosing .Xs-01 1 ilniii in toiili 
immiciiatels ilic k.iti.nlili a'soii.iinin 
Kali.icldi IS plaved iii lino loiiniiv bill 
not III ail oig.inisi il W.IS Itol il 1. niO'' 
likels lli.it with till In-lp III Ml Idlii. 
ihi g.imi w ill be e-.i.ible bed sinii 11 ' I 
,ilso got lire iippoi tiiniis 01 nn 1 iiiif tin 
liiloiiinilion Mmisiei Mi X It ll.ilo 
who sai'l ilnit till s would siippoi; India 
10 g< I the garni III! bull d m lln N .nm 
(..imi s 






Obituary 



a lovable character 


CHUNI GOSWAMI remembers with nostalgia J. Kittu, who voluntarily 
provided an opportunity to him to play as an inside forward and become a 

legendary figure 


T MI Ri'iumI tontli.ill tc.ini, v\liiili 
pl.iv< cl 111 till- S.iiiiiisli lioplu III 
till- VCMI W.IS clliviclccl Wllll loo 

nuiiiv iiiMcIc loiwiiids w iiilc h.i\ iiii; no 
posiliM- k'lt icinr.ri 1 lios< c\cu‘ llic 
(l.iv ■. wile II ri V Inotli.ill UMiii iisi-cl lo 
aclopl ‘ti\f toicvaiils sv'.U'm’ At that 
linio tlific v\cu- plc'iiu ol insiclf toi 
waicK III (.ikiiiia. .iiiil Aliiiiod Kh.iii 
and S.iiiai llio two IiihIiIn i stalilishcd 
iiisidi' loivv.iids \\fn’ alii-.idv llicit' 
III till' Ik iip.al tt-aiii Uc wcit' alisoliito 
)\ MiU' that laLtaiin.itli Killii, a iii-v\ 
loiiR'i lo I iisi lk‘iip..il lioni Madi<is 
that MMt would he tiu' •iiiloiii.ilii 
lIloiLi loi till' phiic ol thud insido 
loiv\aid 111 ilio iiMin Sintf tluic was 
no icasoii.ihK pood k'lt wiiipi'i the 
Ik'iipal to.nil ■ippr.iicd lo ho iillh.i 
hiiKod and lopsidod with loo iii.iin 
tall iitod loiwaids cMiiL' loi tIu (il.icc 
ol insido 1)01 ill 

liisi ai ih.it liiiii IsiilII (.11111 out with 
a iio\< ! .Iipposiioii th.lt lit would Ih 
“|) k .isod to SI i\o' Ins lit v\ Sl.ilo Ik'il 
U.il h\ id.ivino .IS .1 It It wiiipti lloio 
w.is iho ni.ipii.iiiiiiiilx ol a tipmotl 
jilavol iiiisooii htloio III l.iil. It vt.is 
not at .ill noio.-..ii\ loi him to wi'li 
diiiw hiiiisolt lioiii Ins iisn.il position 
•IS ho .ithiovotl I’l.iiul silt toss 111 Ins 
\oi\ Inst appo.n .nit o loi last Ik iiu.il 
t lull 111 (.dtnil.i l>\ Ills iiinii.ii iilalo 
hall toiuiol and iloll p.issinp. \ttii.dK 



/.lo.iao.il'' K/llii 


II w,|.. the i.lio (|iialit\ ol I’t III I o'.il \ 
whitli iiiailo him laki ih.ii doti.ion 
Kiiiii .. wll t silo .iKo alloitliil lilt' .111 
op|ioi Iimil\ to loiiit niiii tin ntkoii 
nil.; ,is .1 I ost I \ t toiw.lid till tin Ik iio.il 
It .nil. .iiitl loi this I di.ill loin.on pi.iii 
Ini to hull l.iloi, .IS Salt.11 wilhdiow 



Hittu cjivtng hif last adviie to tho Imlisn players seleclod loi the Asiad Loarhing camp 


lliiiist It lioiii till to.nil <il Iho l.oi 
iiioiiii'in I pot iiismII III till' III .1 \l 
with Minn tl Ish.ni .nid kniii .is ni\ h It 
111 .iiitl loi I lint 1 1 s|>t I I ivi. I\ \nilwii,il 
toiiltl ht holiii till .III Miinipsiii liki 
mo llniii lo li.iso till snppoil .mil : 
out oiii .iin iiK'iit lioni iwo L’li.ii h.dl ' 
l>l.i\ois likt Mini'll kli III .mil kiitn' ' 

killn w.is till woiihv ^nlLts^ol in 
Mlillttl kh.in III till I .isi I’on.'.il ( hih 

I Ins plniiips .mil ph.isant lim ol I m 
|oit Mii'ias h.iil h.itl hi illi.ini sill 11 ss 
III Ins iii.iiiloii appt .iia'iti in ilit IkU 
N.ilioii.il I li.iinpioii>liip III ri.iiit’.iloit 
will'll lit 11 |.i t si'iili d M.idi.is Sl.ilo 
It .1111 Ih hot.inio tin tl.nlnn; ol ihi ' 

II owd .'lid w a . I u 111 Iv Pistil till M.ni 
ol iho I OIII ii.iiiii III .iw.iiil .shoii and 
slotkiK hinll klltii ii.ni lint loiiliol 
ot Ol h.ill .Hill 1 o'lltl list' hoi h toil w II h 

I on .niniii.iii i .oo Ih w .i. .m is 

II .nil thii.n ils l.isi pl.iM'i .mtl iiinlil 
with Ills mil .inns st'iwo ol h.ill pi.is 
.nitl .1111 n ip.itIon Ins' .mtl t.ilth tin 
til It ntit'i . oliiii III willin' tool 

I In mosi niipoi i.mi I h.n .11 It I isiit ol 
killii's pi.IS s'.i. In- .III 111 p.o-iii!' 
will lilt I loll" Ol shoit .nnl lo h.'to 
kiltn 111 lilt wall p.issiii ' OIK' imil I 
suit Is pel iho h.ill m iiphi po.iiiiin 
I son ssiih t losi (I t'sos Milioiiph ho 
hmi-.i'll w<is iioi .1 I'li.ii shouii I .ins 
Slllkol 111 loti,IS s sssloni ssoiilil .ilso 
ll.lS O lot l ll III I ot OlSO iho SI I P'S.nil' 

'll k'lln 

kiiiii W.IS .1 Inn. pt'iiilt m.iii .mil Ins 
si'iisi ,il hninom w.is .is ph asinp .i' In-, i 
tiosii'iiis III iho p.inu Ills noiith.il ml i 
anti ii'l.isoil .itliindo ostii pi loi lo .i ' 
hip m.iitli ki'pt iho .iiniosphi lo ol iho | 
diossnip looir tool 111 -, lost loi ht tol 
Ip.inl ssiis .dso wt 11 known Mo ss.is 
llocpioniK soon al .i l.iloi slapo, lo 
loiiio out III .1 m.ilt h I hos.'lip p.in’ ^\t' 
woio .niiiisotl .11 iho sipht .mtl jskotl 
Kilind.i "Whs do sou lake j .in ht loio 
.1 nnitth’'” Pionipt tamo iho lopls 
vsilli a loiitli ol Inirnoni “Whs do yon 
tako tlioss'iiip piim'^ ^ oiii tliosviiip piim 
and ms pan do tlio saint liitk" 

riio sutidt-ii .mtl pioinatnio tloacli oi 
this stisatik- p'avoi li.o taiisod .tii 
n lopaiahlo loss lo tho Indi.ni tool h.dl, 
as ht dodltalttl Ins i ntno hlo loi tho 
tansfol Indian tooih.ill Oiilv i ot onllv, 
he lomc'd tho Indian tooihall loam tin 
tlioMoidol'a Ituiiiiaiiionl in llio t.i|>at. 

Its ol .1 niomhoi ol tiu ‘totlinital 
toniiiiiltoo' 1 .iiTi SHIP th.it tho piesont 
looihallois, ssho aio noss pit-paiinp 
ihornsolsos tin the foiihoonniip .A'.ian 
(kimos, would miss him as nuitli as we, 
ihf lotiiompoiai les would do 
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News: National 


INDIAN TEAM TO BANGKOK 

Not the best side 


P RIOR to the Indian team’s dt pai 
ture for Bangkok to participate in 
the King’s Cup touinanient, India's 
duet coach V K BancMjee said, “We 
hope to play well in the toui nament In 
the last two months, India have played 
n mteinational matches duiing the 
tliieo foieign tups and, naiuialK. 
these engagements have taken then 
toll on oiir playeis But we know that 
this IS an irnpoitant tournament and 
we have to tiv our liest to achieve 
something significant But, we ait 
stalling with a disadsaiitage as we aie 
not in a position to lake the best side 
due to the iiijuiv of some of out 
leading placets ’’ 

The iideiciice is ohvioiislv to Xaviei 
I’lns, Mihii Bose, I'ai minder bingh and 
Monoiantiin Bliattaclniiva Allot them 
v\iie in the learn that paiticipaled in 
the Meideka and Rvongv-mg louiiia 
mi'ni Kxte[)i raimindei. the oihei 
lour vseie also memheis ol the te,im 
that played uvo exhibition rn.itehes 
against the United Aiiib l-anitates 
P.iimindet has been on the i iiiirv list 
liom the beginning ot the lamp that 
look pl.ice beloie tile learn left loi 
Bangkok Ihe lest had attended the 
camp, bill in vani 

Ihe li-ain that will be lepiesenting 
India at the King’s Cup lompiises 
Bhaskar Cwingiilv Shihap Banei'iee 
C(>mptoii liult.i, Slivainal Baiiei |ee 
Aloke Miikheiiee. Subrata Bhat 
t achats a, (I S I’aim.'ir Alim Khan. 
I’lasaiila Baiieriee, Ihasiin Banei lee, 
I'aieed. Asliok 1 adke, Ma/iash Bhat 
tach.oya, Bidesh Bose Kaitiik Sett, 
Shabbir All and Hfiiiindei Singh 
It seems to be a laiilv balaiued side, 
at least on papei Bur, .is P K Banei- 
lee has said, “W’e will suiely miss the 
seivices of ilie iniuied plaveis’’ 
Without doubt, Bhaskai is the best 
custodian we have in India But the' 
inclusion ot Shibap as his deputy is 
lather suipiising Shivaji is no longer 
young and has left his best days be¬ 
hind Ail along, the All India 1 -oolball 
Federation selectois chose to ignore 
him He was not called up in the initial 
camps but only at Bombay, wheie he 
peifoiined cieditably 

Dining the last thiee foieign touts, 
Atanii Bhattachaiya ol the Indian Rail¬ 
ways was in the team as Bhask.ir’- 
deputy He is young and, if giver, 
pioper opportunity, might become a 
good custodian in futute With the 
Asian Gaines in ttie offing, a young 
goalkeeper should be gloomed toi ihe 
Indian team One cannot expect Shiba 
II to maintain his reflexes foi long Rut 
then, Shibap has been ignuied in the 


past and, peihaps. in tins lust iiiteiii.i 
fioiial outing Ill. IV get tlu- iliaiue ol 
lepreseMliiig India, whidi In dest iced 
a long .igo 

The team will miss tin M-i\ice ol 
Monoianiaii, who had been the b.ick 
bom ol the ihlenit' in ihe Iasi tliiee 
tups abio.id P.iim.it w.is his p.iiinii 
111 the Meidi ka .iiid .il Pvoiiuv.ing Ami 
toi the le.ison P is B.iiiei |ee had 
been able to use Subi.it.i .is a deteiiie 
SI reen, who at times went into the 
.ittai k III the l.illi I tom ii.i'iieiit Hut, .it 
Bangkok, Subiat.i will be b.u k in Ins 
oiiginal posiiion, along with P.iimai, 
as a stoppei 

Compton also lan be sine ol his 
place III the ti am He is now an 



Compton Outia before his departure lor Bangkok- 
sure ot his place m the side 


irnjiioMul pl.uei and with his lobiist 
approach and ability to o\ei lap has 
become indispensable toi ilie team 
Aloke, who Wfis m ihe team to I’.AF, 
also pel toi Hied ci editable and has 
been iiislls lew.iided He is ,i coiing 
plavi‘1 and will se>ce the loniiiiv loi 
some tune 'I his yeai, plasnig loi a big 
< lull I Moll.Ilium il.ui Spin tun; I loi ilie 
Ills' iiiiu‘ Aloke shocsed meal piomise 
'ihioughoui the I e.igiit' On the otliin 
hand, .Miin lias the .idded .idc.iniagi ol 
being able lo |)la\ .is .1 Inikni.iii, as was 
e\ idem in the seioiid iliali h .ig.iiiist 
I Al 

Ihe deleimined and h.iid woiking 
Miliir Bosi- will .ilso be missed in the 
Ml.il halt line He |il.ived well .it 
Meideka, Pcongcang .ind <iiso .igaiiisl 
I’AI-. His u'soluteness c\.is pioied 
diiniig the tool ol I Al I houg,li hi 
W.IS ni|iiied in the Inst m.ilch .ind had 
lo lease the lield. he i.iine b.ick in the 
stcond emouiilei, but iinloi liin.iieK, 
only lo II .ive I III lield once .ig.iiii I'oi 
Ashok I .tdke this will be Iris debi'l .11 
the iiiliinalion.il .utiia Both Pi.isun 
.tml Pi.isant.i pl.ived vm-II 111 llu- p.e.l 
liiiii ii.iiTiiMiis .111(1 will pel Imps be 
assisted by baieed, who shone in les 
first intein.itional outing .ig.iiiisi tlu 
UAl- 

\.i\iei Pie.’ abiiili 111 iii.iliiig 
oppolliinities even .ig.iinst tin iid( ot 
the map hes will noi be theii .11 B.ing 
kok So, the lesponsiliiliic ot si hi nuilg 
will be .ill ihe Iiioie oil H.il |iudi-l who 
had peiloinied In illi.inil,’ both .11 
Kuala I.iiOipiii and Pvong.s.iiig .Some 
times he w.is usi cl ,is .i bill.iii.lli .ind P 
K Banei |e'* III. i\ iepe.it his plus Sh.ib 
bn. the i.ipt.iiii id tlu side, must 
sliaipeii his iri.iiksm.inship il Imli.i h.i. 
to do well, .niil llu two .-peidv win , 
gels, Maiiash .iiid Biilesh imisl <dso nsi I 
lo the oii.ision K.iiluk tl.is li.'cii 
liiken, pel Imps as ,1 snbsiiiuK but lie ' 
might corni in li.indc wlu 11 tiled But 
the toiw.iids must utilise ihe oppoiiu j 
miles ih.ii will loiiii then w.i\ il tlu-c | 
intend lo do a good |ob bn llieii | 
loiintiv { 

I Ills l.li k ol timsll W.l. e\ ld( lit both | 
at Meideka and Pyongs.ing .niil 
pioved Indi.i s uniti.ini' .ig.nnsi llu 
luiiioi UAb, team “'.Ve li.id itiissi'd .t. 
many as siweii o|)eiiiiigs in th.ii in.iti h 
and no team < an i >p>(l I" wir .itii 1 
that,’’ P K Baiu I |ee ..ml .iboiii llu- 
maiili liii ulenl.div, it w.i. 1 .i. ins' 
time that tlu- UAF deb ,ili d .111 Indian 
team In spite of m.iinianiiiig leiiito . 
ii.il supiem.iiv lot tlu in.iioi p.iit ol I 
the etiiouniei, liidi.i lost I) i both [ 
go.ils coming .igainst llii' iiin ol plav 
In the SI (ond ni.iK h ol the toin 
against the seiiioi I Al., lii.h.i lost I I 
.iftei N.iieiuh:i (hiiiing h.id l.iki n In 
dm into the lead 

Altei llu model atelv good peiloiin 
.mies at the Meideka .mil Pvingy.itig 
loutnatm nts, the UAl- 11'p piocid <1 
disaster let ns hope httb.i will pel 
*1)1 m well at llu King’s Ciiii .iiid will be 
able to eiast the meiiioiy ot llu I AI 
tour 

SARAJiT DEB, Calcutta 







I JUNIOR NATIONAL FOOTBALL 

Bengal and Railways 
emerge joint winners 

T i(] l*)th luinoi National Foothall Railways have emerged as a new 
(iKimpionship (JNl-'C') I'tiinmenced force in the Tumor National Football 
I at Agaiiala, the i.ipital of Tripuia, on Championship (Dr B C Roy Trophy). 

I (Vtolifi 11. I'lHl, with 19 teams paiti- Railways which entered final for the 
I iipaiitii' 111 It I( IS the second time first time this year became joint win- 
alti'i 197H ihai I'lipiiia had the oppoi- ner with Bengal as the final ended in a 
I lunitv to become .i host tor the JNFC goal less draw The last 14 minutes of 
1 rile tf.irns that paiticipatcd in the the match saw exciting football as the 
] championship—Assam, Aiidhia goalkeepers of both sides were under 
I Pi.idi'sh Bengal, Bihai, Coa, Haryana, pressure Both the reams adopted the 
\ llimach.il Fiadt'sh, Jammu & Kashmir, 4-2-4 system Bengal mis.sed two easy 
' Keiala, Madhvii Piadesh, Maharash- chances—the first at 27th minute of 
' tia, M.iiiipiii, Oiissa, Punjab, Rail the second half when a combined 
I wavs, Raiasthan, 1 ainil Nadu, 1 1 ipiira attack by Rupak Guha, Subhashis Roy 
i and I'lt.ii Piadfsh- wtie divided into and Pradip Sengiipta was foiled and 
i loin pools toi t|u> tliisifi matches the other at J4lh minute when a 
; liipuia. Railways. Haivaiia and Dipankar Choudhury shot in the 
lliiiiai li.il Pi-.idtcsh were placed in pool penalty box missed the target 
, "A , while Maliaiashtra, Assam, Tamil Usually in case ot a draw in the 
I Nadii and L’ltai Piadesh weie in pool tinal, both the teams are given another 
“B” (lo.i, Puniab, Maiiitiui, Atidlita chance for an outright result of the 
I .Old ()iiss,i vvcif segiegated in pool match But this year this usual practice 
■ “I ’. .mil Kt'i.il.i, Bengal. Bihat. was not followed The coaches of Ben 
' Madlica Pi.idesli. K.iiasthaii aud .1 & K gal and Railways agreed for a toss 
will- pl.Ktd in pool “D" Aicording to the decision of the coin 

I ho si/o of till i low'd this time was Bengal will keep the trophy for the 
■ ilmibli' ill.in what it was in 1978, iir .,1 six months and Railways for the 
obvioiislv indii.iting lh.it inteiest in next six months 
tooth.Ill IS IIfini-ndoiis in this isolated 

boiib'i .Slate iMi'inmg one oi two Bcngal-Tripuru: Beating Tripura 2-1 in 
, niiiioi nil idi'iiis the clowd was. by and the double-leg semi-final ( 1-1 in the 
, l.iigi', I o opri at i\i- and (leaieful first leg and 1 0 in the second leg) the 
, llioiipli thc'v h.iil some sott coiner foi mighty Bengal, which so far played in 
111 ng.il .ind the home team, they ap the finals foi nine times and became 
I |)l,iudi'd iommeiid.ible |)i'iloim.iiicc of ihampion for eight times, were again 
.iin iiMiTi .\i the s.iine time, they also elevated to final this year In the first 
dill not hesitate to deploie the de semi-final Tripura went into the lead 
1 mi l Us (it ,iii\ le.im Undoiibteillv this as their right-striker Krishna Sarkar 
, non p.iitisan all nude ol the iiovvd en snatched away the ball in the twink- 
I com igeil lilt paitii ipaiing teams ling of an eve from Bengal’s left- 


1 Ml out Hahin Mandal and flailways right-half San/ib Chakraborty m a lonse moment 

I during the tinal 



Stopper Subrata Btiattacharjee and 
passed to the left-striker Krishna 
Kumar Sinha, who wasted no time in 
scoring. Tripura maintained the lead 
for ten minutes only in this prestigious 
battle, Bengal getting the e<iualisei 
through their striker Dipankar 
Choudhury The second semi-final was 
a prestigious fight for Bengal while foi 
Tripura, it was the last chance to make 
their way into the final for the first 
time Bengal went into the lead at the 
75th minute The man who prevented 
Bengal from increasing their margin 
was Tripuia's goalkeeper Gautam RciV 
Barman, who saved his team at least 
on five occasions Further Tripura’s 
left-stopper Dhabal Deb Barma also 
posed problems to Bengal’s forwaids 

Railways vs Kerala. The formidable 
Railways which defeated last year’s 
champion Goa 2-0 in the tjuarter-final, 
entered the final after beating Iasi 
year’s runners-up Kerala 2 0 in rh*- 
semi-final In the first h g scmi final 
Kerala lost to Railways 0-2. thus mak 
ing it easy foi Railways to enter the 
final Though Keiala leigriod supieiiu- 
in the first hall ot the first leg match. 
Railways played well in the sec/md 
half scoring through the left winger 
Utpal Mandal and the right stiikei 
Gautam Dutta The second leg ni.iti h 
produced no lesult Both teams pl.iyed 
disorganised football hairing Keiala's 
desperate attempts to scoie goals in 
the second half Railways' tactiis of 
wasting tune was undeistdnd.ible 
Railways’ right stopper Raghu Nanil\ 
proved to be an insuimountable hut 
die before the Keial.i forwards 1-veii 
then Kei.ila had eatiu-d two chances 
which weie ultimately toiled by Tii 
pura's custodian Tarun Dutta 
Tiipuia I III' opi'iiiiie in.itcli ot ilu 
toutn.iini'iil held out gii.it pioinise 
.mil hope toi the hosi St.lti .is liiiuii.i 
won ili.ii m.iii h liele.iiing llmi.uh.il 
I’lailesli 10 I wo ol lheselhuego.il'' 
were sioied betoie the h.ilt tiim .md 
the ll'iiil one .illei tin mliiv.d I'lii 
home le.ini III then second iii.itili 
di te.iled ll.nc.m.i b\ tine, go.ils in 
one Ti.piii.i llieii won tin ii thiiil 
eniomilei ag.iiiisi K.iilw.ics n .i solii 
aiv go.il being simetl b\ then li'll 
stiikei Kiishna kuin.ii Sinh.i With 
home te.iin pl.iMiig .i ba! meed side, it 
was obc lonslv an esiiiing iii.ili li .-Vt 
the Kill minute in tin Inst h.ilt Kush 
na scoieil the ciitniious go.il In sjule 
ol all their elloiis Kaiiwac-. lould not 
stole .in\ goal riijiiii.i, oblaiiiiiig sis 
points—highest m the |)ool qii.il 

iliedto)>la% 111 the quailei final 111 ill" 
qiiaitei iiii.il. rripiiia bi-.il I’lmiab !>c 
a speitaiiilai goal and eiiteied semi 
filial This iiuiial semitiii.il iii.ilih 
thiilled the ciowd and won gieai .ip 
pl.iiise fioni I hem 

Railwajs. R.iilw.ivs. aiioihei team ot 
pool plavi'd neat .iiiil pmposi'lol 

football, deieatiiig 'he weak llini.iih.il 
Piadesh by 1) goals to nil This was 
iiiciclentallv the highest luiinbei of 
goals scoicd by a te.im in cliistei .itid 
qiiaiter-fiiial matches It w.is the left 
stiikei Pianab Basu of Railwacs who 
scoied SIX goals in this match He also 








oditd tlif til SI 'hdrtiitk" ot the 
• umuiiih'ih 111 this niatih ^ t'l it was 
.11 .1111.1 <>t sadness as the ioiinidahle 
.•,idv\.i's Lould nni lopeai then eailiei 
■ l■^!(ltIIl.lIl<.^■ when thcs heat the 
1)1 didiii liars ana hv isvo i>oals to nil 
itailss.iss sveie tiuiiilsed hv the ho.st 
;M[iiiia(l I With tom points Kailssass 
■ i.id next to '(I ipiiia in thi' same pool 
.ii'l eiileiid ihe ((ii.iilei tiii.ii 
Mahaiashtia' Mali.ii.isliiia won its 
,.i t niaiih ai’amst I'aniil N.idu hv two 
.laN 10 one Kill it soiild not sope with 
"I, .11 one \ssain sitle and ssi'ie In alen 
< '■ I he (let! I miiialion ol lanks Ahtlid 
.III la'.kai, the Utl stoppei ot 
'es.ini tnistialed all the alteinpis ol 

I I' M.diaia'hlia toissaids Mahaiash 

1.1 p.o ed I hen was to(|uailei tinal Its 
.iiti.iiine I Mat I’l.Klesli JO Mahai 
,1 liii I h.id lliiis ('allied tom points 
i|.ini the ( liislei malt lies 
\ssain \ssani lidlossed Mahaiashtia 
oool 'O' and entei 1 d ((ii.iilei linal 
hi onion ltne( |toinIs, ihoiinh ihes 
' . I. delealed Its I ainil \adii 1 J in an 
'iliii mall h \s^ani impiosed iheii 
'I otioo with the win osei M.ihn.ish 
' I t>s to In lai I. .1 no'diess di.iss with 

I l.ii I’l ads sh ss.i.. the modus ops i andi 
'.I \ssani's siniissliil inns into the 

'.nil 1 1 'ii.il 

tio.i I lie sislois ot lata last s't sii s 
li iiiipiim .m.iillsi I’lmi.di sv.is .ilmosi 
' II,OP I loip the seis heninniiie lio.i 
. 1 lit 1 < il l*iin|.il. (oi.i's lellh.ill 
'l.iiiiiii siti iiso lanphi till sidmn.i 
..'III III ilu siiissti (loa won then liisl 

II oil n I) .111(1 ,dsi won ihe st i ond 

II II le.iiosi ttiissa id II w.is the 
.11 .!■ li liii (ai.i's ludilsiiikei \as lei 
\ I I'll ess ss ho ,u his s ed .1 h.it II K k ' tin 
I 0.1 sei .iiid one III tin t liisti I lllalth 

. I he I o '' h.ii 1 1 u I- w .IS. in.ide Its 
un.iiii i’l .iii.ih IkiMi ot K.iilis.iss Wip- 
. ' 1 III isso I .nils I in.Ill lies I ioa Imth 
1 s on .olid.HI (I lien posilion hs d' 
■no t \m.IIii ,1 J I) I III Iasi ti .im 
' III! Il (.0.1 mil III lilt I histei m.lK lies 
' I. M.iiiipiii M.iinpm pl.issd laiils 
. ' II .le.iiii'.i llo.i , 111(1 llie lesiill ot tin 

III II w.i- 1 1 W III] ‘.evi n points t.o.i 
'. " till lop te.im ol pool 't " to eiilei 
'pi.iiiii liii.il Kill (lO.i (lid not kiioss 
'll.It ill loi k s\.is .iw.iilim; tin III .IS thev 
i oil .1 |i ,0, d 1(\ K.iilss.iss 0 J 111 ilie 
'pi.iitel liool II 111.IS h.' K's.ille'l that 
.11 I III ikiihmi la -1 se.ii Kailis.iss ssi le 

lei( all d hs 1,0,1 m the liisl leu hs t 0 
Old 111 iIk s( ' md hs J ! Ihe m.iti li 

III issecii (.0.1 .10(1 Railss.iss ss.is (onsi 
(Il led III hi ihe hesi in ihe (|liailei 
t'n.ils I’lesMof; tai.i ssilh lonsunil 
III.III. K.iilss.iss siniid the tlisl >>o.il 
.It the l.S'li mmiite m (In Inst halt 
iliioiieh litlstiikei I'lanab K.isn In 
tin stsiiiid h.ill too K.iilss.iss nia'i) 

I 'iin (I till’ll piessm.' .ii’ainst t'ai.i 
Wiilon oiphi niiniiti ■< m the se(.(md 
li.ilt K.iilss.iss h.id toni (OMiei shots 
I he .(‘solid I'.o.il SV.IS ss (II ed .11 the J }| d 
miiniti III ills seiimd li.dt hv lelt 
.Iiikei t'.aiiiam Diitl.i 

I'liniah: llm inottiessol I'lini.ili svhu h 
s'MKied tinailei tiiial ssiLll live 
point s - SI I ond in pool 'C —was 
iliicked hv I'lipuia Hovsesei, the 
iliiid "li.illiisk" el Ills' toutnameiit 
ss.is is-soid(-d hs ilie iighrstnkii (lui 



Railways lell-stnker Pranab Bose trying to dribble Sibnalh Dutta Ihe nghl-hall ol tiengal. in iha linal 


p.ilsh.tnd ol I’lini.ih in the in.itsli 
.ipanisi f>iiss.i I’lini.di whii h h.id Inst 
s'llli'ied (|ii.ii 1 ei Im.il time vs'.ns ,ipo 
111 \f’ailal.i, deiealesi M.inipni 111 
rniK'ised hv tiu-ii deti .it .iL'ain.<l t.o.i, 
rmiiah dele.ited Ol iss.i 7 1 I In m.ilsli 
lielsseen Ihini.ili ,nul Xndhi.i (luled 
lilaiik 

KoiaLl (,'liile ohsmusis eseis hods's 
aitenlion -s.ls losiissed on last se.li s 
iiiniKisiip Kii.il.i In linn ln^t 
in.itsh, K(’i.d.i s'.imIs tiotinsed K.tias 
than 1 0 In lln-ii se. .md iii.ilili .iKamsi 
Bill.II. Kei.ila ni.iini.iiiK (! its piopuss 
thiontth .1 JO ssiii I III Rili.ii n w.is 
their ssKind sli-teat in tin' tom m.ilsh 
IS tiles pl.issd so lai I .n in^ sonn 
imii.il i(’sisi.inii lioin \1.i(llis,i 
I’l.idi-sh. Kei.d.i ssoli llie ni.ilsh t I 
Keial.i dele.iled laninui &. Kashinii 
0 I 1.1)111111 llass.iii ol I (X. K svas ahh- 
to ssoie .1 tto.d Ills' iiiatsh helweeii 
1 BeiiK.d - s'litlit iiiin-s i liampnm- .md 
Kei.il.i -Iasi St. ns imii.eisn|> in 
ded III .1 uo.il II ss di.iw llnssevel 
(lelt .iliiitt Ass.nii III the (pi.iitei liiial 
Keial.i alii-.iils inli-ied seniiliti.il 
riles olil.Hill'd mile |mnils, hiiihesi 
I .inniiif; .ill llie K .nils in lln (lll^(el 
mail lies 

Kcngal Wilh minis use ssnip.itliv .mil 
snpiioit of tin lii|im.i itowd, Ken).'.il 
enicied ijn.iilci linal smMi seven 
points in the leanite Kio'-iP '‘I'd then 
semi final dtlc.ilmn Mtih.iiashti.i tO 
In llie ilusKi niatshis. Beii|{al dele 
.lied I & K 10. Bih.ii I 0 and Madhva 
I’ladish 4(1 I Ill'll I'Miomilei aKanist 
Ker.da lesulted in a no.tl less diass 
Bill II IS leallv l.imeiitahle that Bengal 
sst'it defeated hv the mediocK; Kajas 
th.in Ol III msiease then stlen^lh 
Kent;.il li.id to In iiiK three additnnial 
hovs liom I .ill'iita Thesweie Rohm 
Mandat Sadh.in ('.liosh and Siihrala 
Bhowimk In the lletiKal leam, Kn[Mk 
Ouha and l>i|)ankai (.homihmv in the 
loissaid line and Rohm Mandal in de 
tense put up ROiid pet foi manses 

Kverv matsh was seen on the a vet 


a^S' hv inns' to ten ihmis.iiul s|is i l..(oi '• 
tin hiding ths' ]i.iss holdei s .iitlniimh 
'lie stadium (Oiild .uiiiinniod.ilt. /'.'lOO 
people 'I o m.niilam lass .ind .iidi’i .mil | 
kee|> Ihe siowd nndei i mil ml the 
anilioiits tesli isled the s.ili ot tiikcls 
this VI .11 I'einnssion w.is m In 
olilaiiU'd iimn Ihi It', ot Roln e in i.i.s' 
mine liskets svsie to he sold nndei 
speiial iiisunislanil's Ihe It. ss.is 
apfiiOcU lied one, hnl the i(‘i|iii’si ss.is 
sumniaiilv leieded lii.isoid [> 0 ‘‘.tide 
loif’ers. tiikeis sseie inniti'd .it the 
Sl.ite t'.ovel nins'iil I'liniinp I’le',' 
I'heie vs'i'ie (i.'iOO se.isoii i.iid holdei' 
and l.OOO liskets on .m .ivsi.ipc sven 
slailv solsl at the (omitel 

r.nihi'si.ism and nileiesi ol tin loot 
hall f.ms Heated a lot nl piiilileiiis tin 
the oinamseis Some ol the kes men 
lemaintd mislei ijioiind lot sesi'i.d 
horns on c.n h d.iv inst to .iviii.l iii 
(.leasiiiK leiim sis loi liskets Ills 
obsi^rvei of the Mi India looih.ill 
I'edeiation le.tli'.ed ih.ii iln- imstiil 
trend siijtHesis the need toi .i imhlu 
stadium, as i ommod.ilnip, .it h .isi 
20 000 s|>esttitois In the .liisi me <il .i 
sladiurii, the loiiiMainein li.id 0i he . 
aiiatiped ,is on olliei osi .isiop ,il ih< 
Uniakanta Asademv i .shool) St.idnnn 
The .State tioveinnieiit s.miiiiimd .■ 
(•lain ol Ks lln lakh to desiloii .nid 
mainl.ini the sthnol '.t.iilnir" in i 
mediatelv heloii' the lomn.iii'i ni A 
further sum ol Rs 10 000 is.i-. .ilso 
Hiveii as a ptani to tin mp.mi'i'ii' 

( ommittee to met I till I .iini.il s sin nd 
iturc The total mill.iv ol tin (non 1 1 is 
estimated ,il Rs JJO lakhs ] 

As most of the I ollei',i". siliool' .md i 
hostilsot 'Xf'.irr.ila a((oinmoil.ll> d the 
visitinp teams, the 1 * 111.1 s at . 11,011 of tin i 
edinational insiiintions ot llie lossii I 
had to be eyletisled hs .i week l<) j 
s'ondiu t the loin n.imenl ,i 1 >0 tiis mhi i 
orpaiusinp sommillei' ss tni nn d ss nh 
.Stale l.din.iiioii Mim-.ni, Mt li.i,.n ' 
atli Dell a . its I h.iii in.in 

AMIYA DEB ROY. Aohrl.nla j 






RETIREMENT AFTERMA TH 


Gurdev Singh: 

I was wronged 

GURDEV SINGH, one of the front-ranking footbal¬ 
lers of the country, tells SUJEET MOHANTY how he 
fell victim to a conspiracy hatched against him by 
some of the East Bengal Club officials 


I N, perhaps., his last inteiview befoie 
quitting; fust Llass football, Arjiina 
Awaiil winner and ex-Indu captain, 
(•uidev SiriKh, lold Spot tswoiId with a 
heavy heait “Let me disclose that I 
have decided (u hanR up m\ boots 
alter the completion of the Nai Hnnia 
football louinament at Indoie 1 am 
soirv to state that thoiiRh I was not 
i|iiite out of loim, the Hast Bengal 
Club, C.ikutta, tinshed all mv enthu¬ 
siasm by playing duty tricks on me 
while I playt'd sincerely for them in 
1 S 7 ‘) 81 )" When asked to eiaboiate, 
(iiiidev Singh said, “I fought with my 
own State il'iiniab) in the High Couit 
and won the case in .April ]') 7 K |ust to 
I>las foi Hast Bengal, and thus me ui 
red the dis-pleasuie of my own State 
In the 197 ‘) Calcutta l.eague I plaved 
exceptlonally well against Mohun 
Bagjii and we managed to draw with 
I them Altei the match the gieat 
Mohun Bagan coach, I’K Tianeiiee, 
i(‘tnaiked that but foi me his team 
would have won the match But, untoi 
tiinatelv, we couldn’t win the l.eague 
because I couldn’t plav against 
Mohamniedan .Spotting due to mv 
b.ick iniuiv and once again the match 
was diavsn When Mohun Bagan beat 
the Spotting we weic only one [loint 
behind the loimei in the iiinning tor 
the League title Then siaited the 
politusol the Hast Bengalotiicialsand 
plaveis against me I’aiesh Saha, the 
then I'.ast Bengal football secietaiy, 
along with Suiaiii Sengupta, Shabbii 
All. captain I’lasanto Baneiiee and 
Bhaskai Canguly, toimed a gioup and 
st.utecl .1 move foi the inclusion ot 
Shvainal as a stoppei in my plac e ’’ 
“But the* othci hast Bengal oilicials 
lelt that 1 was bettei than Shvamal, 
though 1 nevei thought so, because he 
was a world class stopper 'lension 
giaduallv iiuleased and soon I found 
coach Aiiin (ihosh loin the li.iy He 
kept me out ol the team for two 
matches l’hc*result was that the de- 
teiice pioved very weak and the public 
tlemandi‘cl mv me lusion .Alter this, I 
was not dioiiiU'd and in the 

semifinal ol the ll-A Shield against 
the South Koie.in team, all ot us from 
I’untab, that is Mantit, llaiimclei and 
mvself plu>ed so well that the match 
w.is desciibed as one betwe'en the 
t'liniabis and the South Koreans But, 
then, I lelt reallv hint when Mi 
I’aresh S.'ha and Ml Aiiin Chosh 
spu-acl the rumoiii that I was in 


strumental in creating a misunder¬ 
standing between Devra) and myself 
Believe me, Devraj was one ol my very 
good mends But, Mr Saha didn’t stop 
at this As if not satisfied with it he 
bi ought a slander against us three 
fiom Punjab that we had spat at the 
face of Surajit’s wife, though Surapt 
never said so 

“Moreover, Mi Paitsh .Saha started 
saving that we Punjabis wanted to 
convert the East Bengal club into a 
f.'orth India team Therefore, when we 
went to Udi leeling to play in the (Jold 
Cup, Mr Saha saw to it that both 
Harti'ider and Manjil were out of the 
team for out match with BSE, so that 
they felt humiliated He also tried to 
make me play as hall-back lathei than 
in my original position as stopper I 
didn't object because I believed in 
discipline Alter we were 0-2 down 
they asked me to play as a stopper and 
I agreed Altei 10 minutes ot the 
sc'cond half they brought m Shvamal 
in mv place and we lost that match O-I 
So, having lost the League as well as 
the (lold Cup at Daijeeling, East Ben 
gal withdrew fiom the bCM 

“Meanwhile all three ot us fiom 
Pun)ab apidied lor inter-Siate transfer 
on .September 17 , 1979 , after inform¬ 
ing Ml Arun Bhattachaiya, the fi¬ 
nance committee member of the East 
Bengal C.lub He reciuested to revise 
our decision, but we were simpty fed 
up with the politics ot the F.ast Bengal 
officials, except Mr Nishit (Jhosh, 
general secictaiv ol the club and Mr 
BB (Blush, the piesideni, whom we 
still reveie Both Mi Nishit Chosh and 
Mr Aiun Bhattacharva asked me to 
apply for the cancellation ol tiansfer, 
since, as they said, both Man)it and 
Ilarjindei had alieady wt ittcMi to them 
that they weie willing to stay with 
East Bengal 

CC'T'HE'N, 1 committed the gieate.st 
X mistake of my life by believing 
them fully I gave them a blank paper 
on which 1 had pul m> signature 
saving that 1 was leaving the paper 
with thc-rn in good faith and they could 
use it as they liked because I was not 
going to fill in the ‘B’ loim if they 
stuck to then resolution to take action 
against those who created all those 
problems foi us Therefore, if I was not 
tilling in the ’B’ form, it meant that my 
transfer would not be gi anted 

“As the club withdrew from the 
DCM, vve took 11 days leave and came 


to Punjab as we were to play in the 
Durand Cup It was here that we learnt 
that East Bengal had withdrawn from 
the Durand as well In the meantime, 
Arun Bhattacharya came to Chandi¬ 
garh in December 1979 and met Har- 
jinder But he did not come to meet me 
at Jullundur which is not very far from 
Chandigarh He also didn’t talk to 
Manjit So, naturally, I concluded that 
since he had not talked to either 
Manjit or me, East Bengal were not 
interested about us So, with uncer¬ 
tainty hovering over me 1 met, a high 
official of the Punjab Police, who 
welcomed me back into the Punjab 
Police team assuring me of promotion 
to the next rank So 1 joined the 
Punjab Police 

“In the meantime the East Bengal 
officials played another dirty ii ick on 
me They filled in the blank papet 
with the statement that I did nor want 
any transfer from East Bengal and sent 
that paper to the then AIFF secietary 
Mr Vijayrangam at Bangalore But 
neither the AIFF secretaiy nor the 
E3ast Bengal officials told me anything 
about It In February 1980, I tilled in 
the ‘B’ form seeking transfer to the 
Punjab Police and sent it to the AIFF 
secietary 

“Even at that time neither the East 
Bengal officials nor the AIFF secretary 
told me that my form had been cancel¬ 
led So, without knowing all this and 
believing that since I had filled in the 
‘B’ form I was naturally tiansferred to 
the Punjab Police, I went to Calcutta 
to play in the Fedeiation Cup for my 
new team But, 1 was shocked to find 
mv name missing from the tiansfer 
list Mi Nuiul Amin, the then piesi- 
dent of the AIFF •olti me that if Fiast 
Bengal did not have any objection to 
my playing lor Punjab Police, he 
would do something foi me Bui Mr 
Vijayrangam disagreed, saying that 
the date was over for the tiansler 

“After that. East Bengal president 
Mr B B (Ihosh came to me and said 
that 1 should plav foi them lu the 
Federation Cup, as their defence had 
become very pooi since Chinmoy had 
jciinea Mohammedan Sporting 
Moreover, Satyajit Mitia was injured 
and Manoranjan Bhattacharya pulled 
his muscles 

“1 Hew to Delhi to seek permission 
from my depaitment at Jullundur 
When they refused, I sent a telegram 
to Mr B B Ghosh saying that permis¬ 
sion was nut gianted But, after that, 
they failed to make any contact with 
me Consequently, when I found that I 
could not play foi Punjab Police for 
one year only because of the foul play 
by the East Bengal officials, 1 decided 
to complete one yeai’s upper class 
course at the Police Training College, 
Phillur So, for a year I was out of 
practice 

"The only thing 1 would like to ask is 
that when they can’t tolerate anyone 
from other States and other countries, 
why do the East Bengal officials ask 
such players to play for their club and 
thereby finish their soccei c^eer in 
the wav 1 have done’” 
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ASIAN JUNIOR WRESTLING 

Ramphal saves India’s face 


M ORK rliaii ii voai aKO, iti (li(> Inst 
A'.ian WifsiliiiK champidii'.liips 
.11 Jiilliiiului, India roiindt-d otf with 
.lilt a itold medal 'I he same thitiK 
udiild have happetied aKaiii in the Inst 
\sian Juiiioi Wi'estliiiK i hampioiiships 
111 Id rctentlv at HisSiii hut lot Rat.is 
Ilian's Karnphal, who emei ned tht lone 
Uiild wiiinei lot the soiintiv In tail. 
ilieiL weie thiee in line lot the top 
lii'noins. hot Ciiaii Sills’ll (hU iv)>l and 
Malitah (iS7 k^l could do no heiiei 
ill.in hit silvei 

lloweiei, Ramphal's tiiiimph came 
III the midst ol contioversv and pio- 
icsls with his ch.illenuei hoMolliiit’ 
the Ml till V ceieinoiis the lianians 
alleged that the lifiht was slo|)ped with 
line loll iiiinule siill to no R.imphal 
ii.is (i > ahead on (loinls .it>ains' Saeid 
ll.inloii when the hell laiiK Instanilv 
rile li.iiiian oilici.ils iiiinped into the 
.iien.i, .me,Ills pioiesiiiif.'. and pomtiiii’ 
I'lw.iids the (hick I'lieii ohieitions 
will, howecei tinned dovMi Mans 
.inioiie the auiluiiie tell that tin pm 
lests well not tolalK iiiiiiisiiti.ihic '\s 
.1 'esiilt. R.iiii|ihal mounii'd the vicioiv 
sMiid 

I hiinindlnl nt the depi iv.ition. the 
li. nil. Ills tdiieht s[)iiitedlv .ind |>io\ed 
ihe t'lieiiiosi wiestliiie, nation in Asia, 
winiiine ihiee e<ild. ihiee sd\ei .ind 
'w > hioii/i iiied.ils Moneolia w.is 
.iiiiilhei (Oiinlic III |iai ade ihi ee ( ham 
piiiiis , 111(1 a liion/e ined.illist while 
lapan liagtted iwn eold medaK liidi.i 
• liidilK inipioceil ihen posilioii in 
l<oiiiis tails hv clamimc; loin hmn/es 
iliioiiL;h Mah.ihn i’i.l kill K.iiindei 
Sineh ("iti kg), t hoh Snp’.h |KI kt:i and 
Siiklihii Sniuh (osei S7 kn) 

Iheii weie (piite a lew e\lienielv 
keen and (‘siitiiiK honis whuli made 
one to spe.ik hmhiv ol Ihe si.iiid.iid 
pieiailiiu'. 111 Asia I host iloselv 
associiieil with the spin t atti ihiiKnJ 
one III the i( asoiis lo non adhei.mcc to 
the s|i]iiil.lied .iiu Inilil ol IK Some of 
lh(‘ wieslliis did .ippcsii .those the 
piesciihed limn V^ Ik ii the point w.is 
hioin;lit to till noiKc to Mi 1) 1) 

K.ishs.ip, the (iiesidcnt ol the Wiest 
lint.’, I edei.itioii ,il India espiessed 
heiples'-ness and s.iid the woild hotlv 
w.is sei/i (I ot It hill h<i> not l.iki n .niv 
It medial nie.isiiies 
In ,ill. 111 wiestleis liom nine conn 
lues, iiK liidini’, liidi.i, to'ik p.iit in ihe 
( h.impionsinps 1 liei>'weie ahont the 
s.ime niinihei ol ollici.ds In tnis svell 
letneseiiled nieti. oiilv the koieans 
(lid not linn up Ihe wiestleis and 
oIIkmIs well- lodged at the Fl.ii'',ina 
Ap.i ii iiliiii .il I'ins'ei sii V hostel Ihe 
pio|)osi (I e'tpeiiditiire w.is ovin seven 
l.il.hs h.in, Iiati, Aft’.h.inisi.in, Mointo 
h.i, l.ipan, I’.ikistaii, Indonesia .ind 
I’alestiiK'welt leinesenled While the 
liani.iiis fielded then full team, Moii- 
Uoli.i sent loin ii'ipiessive stais who 
Uase e.isilv the most otilsiandiiiK pei- 


loini.iiKes. sinking thiee Holds and a 
lit on/e 

In Mew ol the stiamed lelalions 
anioiiH some ol ifie .Asian coiiniiies, 
stint sediiils .iii.inHemenIs weie 
m.ide Alined hu.ikIs m laiHe niimhei 
weie posted llovsesei. on the aiena 
the tension (inihl he seen I'lie Ii.uiis 
and ihe lianians did not set ( ve lo eve 
Wliciiesei theie w.is an oci.iston ol 
(onlioiil.ilioii, llu' li.iips (oiiieded the 
honts I III (iisiomais loim.ilits ol a 
h.indsli.ike w.is iiol ohseised A ssiist 
lei lioili I’.desliiie .dso did not IihIiI 
wilh .III li.nil.Ill I sen a Hold iiied.il 
W.IS iiol (.lied loi R.n |),.s.il was the 
Hiap|ilei who loiKeded Hohl ined.il to 
liaii's cli.illeiii’ei in the lin.il hoiit 
D.is il IS ol Indi.in oi i)’m A (sii s aiio his 
liaiMils sellled in Kasi.i In itu’ two 
liouls he had IoiihIu e.iiliei D.ival t’ase 
.I tine .11 (mini of liiiiisell ,nid w.is 
((‘il.iiiils d( seised ,1 I’.old li.is.il won 
hs a I,ill .iH.niisi Moh.imiiieil .A/ain ol 
i\d 1st.Ill .111(1 till II sioied a ledliiK.il 

l.ill will osei M.ini i( ( sihonihiiiH ol 
liidoiK si.i He IiiiisIk d setoiid wilhoiit 
heiiiH he, lien 

Indl.i's lone i;ohl nied.il wiiinei R.im 
pli.il ss.is i.ikiiiH p.ii I III Ins Inst intei 
ii.ition.il I onipet ilion Ih sl.ii led svilh 
.1 poiitls isiii ovi I Soli.Ill Rashid III the 
IS kn d.is'. He pios|ieie(l in .‘i siniil.n 
w.iv .iHaiiisi l.ip.iii'' Iwiik Ahidaki he 
toi’.- t.il-iiiH on S.ieid Il.inlou loi the 
III le hoiil Kaiiipli il was .i ponil heinnd 
.It lh(dsie.ik hill lei oseied .iHainsi tiu 


M 111 ii'H isl.iniliiiti ’em clming a workout under me 
‘>upervii,ion ol Uuiu H.imimdn 



swilt moviiiH lap.iiiese .iiid even iii.in 
.n:ed a point adsantaHe As soon .is he 
look ihe lead ifie hell sveiit and he was 
decl.ned winnei All the piolesis 
pi lived I (It lie 

In I ace loi the lop hononis, Ciiaii 
SinKh lost on points lo Akaishi Kosi’i 
ol .lapan He had svon the opeiiiiiH 
liout .iHainsi Miidi.ik .Asiem of Atp.ha 
nist.in, sioied osei anothei Alghan in 
the nest roniul and ie(oided his thud 
siKK’ssive win oiitpoiiitinH N.i|.itiiasia 
ol Palest ini’ His hopes toi the hO kn 
Hold svete (iiished hv the .|a|ianese 
Mahtah was the othei IikIi.iii to h.ive 
moved within siftht ol a Hold medal, 
hill Mehdi H.ihilipuiit ol liaii pioved 
too Hood loi linn, wniiniiH the S7 kn 
title svilh a h.indsoine in.iiHm ot H'i 
points 

Mah.ihn .ind R.iiindei aietsvool ‘un 
well known wiestleis in the linhlei 
weiuhts . 111(1 thev .ilwass i.iise hopes in 
home heat IS Mah.ihn h.id heen a 
woild schoolhos di.unpion and .ds" 
India's Iepiesent.ilISe at the Mosiow 
Olvnipiis He li.is .1 h.iit ol .isi.itds to 
Ins ciedit Kilt he tailed to live up to 
the especlations .iiid linislied mils 
with a hion/e in the *>2 kn Ih Hol ihi 
heltei ol I’.ikisl.in's AkIil.ii Moh.irn 
tiled to diiuh the tliiid (iI.k e hi hind 
an liaiu.iii and .i l.ipanese S.ihii Hii 
sain ot Pakistan olleied token lesisi 
aiiie to f hoh SiiihIi 111 HP lot theKI kc. 
hi on/e 

Kaiindei is .i Hiaielnl linlitei ssiih 
Itch Intel national expel leiue ^’et he 
sulteied a sethaik m the opeiniiH hoot 
ilselt when lapan’s SiiHawai.i Niroshi 
he.ii him Althonnh Kainuh’i won Ins 
two snhseijueiil IihIiIs .iHainsI li.in's 
Asf’.ili Molianiadin, he had to he con 
tent with the thud |il.ue in the '><) kn 

An AIhIi.iii iinim|ili in the 7'i kj; 
latcHoiv xsas h.ndls on tin (.nil, Inn 
Kh.ii.i W.ihid IoiihIii spleiididlv to 
enieiHe the (h.iiii|iiori Howesei in 
SIK until and innsde powei, ihi le sv.is 
none to nialdi tin MoiihoIi.iiis Kio.ui 
shoiildeied ,iiid shoii iliev Ioul'.IiI 
vit’oiouslv to piove hest in the fd kn, 
70 kn .ind hi kp 1 I.ISSI s I he ni.iiiiiei in 
which Ko.it.iih won tin' .S7 ki; hion/i . 
sioiiiiK point .dl( I ponil .iH.nnsi hai|'s 
I'ai/e I oils, ihiilhd tlie spiil.ilois 

Hal Sana has lot ot iiili lesl in wrest 
him . 111(1 that was prtned hs the l.iipe 
nninhi i ol t.iiis ssho inini d up d.iilv at 
the aieiia Kill on tfii fni.ll d.i\. Iie.iss 
shosseis lulled Ihe oiH.nilseis to shill 
the VI line horn lh<’ Ni Inn .Madniiil lO 
the loseied hosnil’h.ill Kin iioliiioii 
ih.iii {1)1)0 ( mild I ind sp.ii ( In le Ihen 
W.IS liiilhel sit'i.ick doe to (lowel 
l.iilnie loi mole ill.in an lioiii 

II the pi I loi iii.iiK I s at Hiss.ii .ill 
.iriv indii .It ion. liidi.i will have lo 
sliive ti.iid lo in.ike then (iieseiue tell 
in the loiiliioiiiini; Asi.ni (i.iinis 

A COF^RESPONDENT.Hissai 



Sportspeople 


WorUfeiicIng 

champion 

H ours aftei iKMtniK Chma's .|u)ie 
Luaiiu 8 4 in the tiiidl ot the 
women’s foil event at the Woild Feni- 
itiK Lhampiunships in Clvrinond 
I'eiiand, Fiunce, Cornelia flanisi,/] 
tiom OttenbaLh was in a pensive 
mood 

"She sine had selt confidence,” she 
said of the ('hiiiese Riil “She leally took 
It easily A loiiKh customer, very iourIi 
indeed, as a tencei. that is." 

But Miss Hanisch, 29, a games rmstiess 
and history teacher, won cleaily “be 
cause I always tried to stick to my 
tactical guns ” She responded aggre.s 
sively from a basically defensive stance 
She was able to do so because she knew 
hei opponent's style of play, having 


fought the 24-yt»ar-old Nanking giil in* 
Shanghai last October. 

Whenever the referee interrupted the 
bout in Shanghai, she recalls, she le- 
minded herself to inemoiise Miss Ill’s 
style she lelt sure she would he meeting 
her again 

Miss Hanisch wi ii the world iiown tvso 
veais ago in Meibom ne, .^cisiiali.t, where 
she lecalK behacing strangelv loi clays 
alietwaids 

‘ i packed a lug scrubbing hiiish in iiiy 
kithag lor instance, and look it witli nu 
to the gvin When 1 got there I woiuh :ed 
what on earth I had intended doiiig with 

II ” 

riics time round it w.is all dilterent 
1 ight hmiis dftei ihe 2(1 bouts she lociglu 
to defend hei world Mile she tell as lit as 
a ticl'lle ''Meritallv Oh son-, she 
adfled 

Her (eam-mate-t would agiee with iliai 
She chatted with Ingiicl Lohsert Itoiti 
Frerbuig until three iii the moiniiig .ih 
out unrest among soitrig pi ople, < "cuon 
mental lonseivaiion and theories of one 
kind and another “until wc ended ap 
with the theory ot relaiivilv ” 

She IS very happy with the iiirieiii 



German women’s team “They are all 
girls you can chat with until the small 
hours, and not just about fencing ” 

In Clermont-Ferrand they all entoyed 
going out for a meal too Cornelia 
Hanisch is l.fiS metres (5ft. 3 in) tall and 
weighs 55 kg (121 lb) and has an endur¬ 
ing passion fur eating good food 
Hei fencing had been extremely well- 
dtsciplined, said trainer Horst-Christian 
Tell, 45, but she did not equate discipline 
with asceticism at any price. 

Nut until the finals were over did she 
succeed in getting to bed early at Cler- 
mont-leriand “It's a throwback to my 
student days." she explained. 

Besides, back home in Hesse many of 
her friends -are students who, like her, 
aie late-nighters “At times I manage 
well with lour or five hours’ sleep ’’ 
She is 29 and feels .she would probably 
not en|oy her fencing any longer if her 
private life were too restricted "I’m 29 
and life is fun So is fencing In that 
ot der ’’ 

She did not train this time as hard as 
she did befoic ihe Montreal Olympics 
She used to practise each and every 
caciical move until it was perterl, nowa- 
davs It all lumes aulumatitallv 
"1 have develuped behaviour patterns 
thul 1 can lesoi i to whenevei I need to do 
so,” she savs 

This ceitainly pioved the case in her 
tiri.il against a Chinese giil with whom 
the otheis were totallv unable to come to 

lOrniS tCUItHSf fipimiio Ni w* 

Nasirisback 

S OMF tell that, moiietaiilv he had 
stiuck a goldniine Otliets thought 
he haci struck .i h.ul patch and was, 
llieic-toie, leasing the coiiiilIS tor jr.is- 
tiiies new 

But the tact is, A.isii Mimed, the 
i-istsshile Bengal goalkeepei, had gone 
to assist Dacca Mohaniniedan Spotting 
ot Bangladesh puielv foi iieisonal 
leasons He had a host ot i datives in 
Bangladesh .mcl lelt that a briet so- 
louin svoulil not do him anv haim 
But Nasii IS hack in Calcutta, a ti tile 
disillusioned Me had taken lout 
meiiths leave from his Reserve Bank 
depaitmental office loi the goalkeep- 
iiig It Ip ac I OSS the holder But his team 
had hardv plaved loui niatcnes when 
tiouhle broke out A referee was 
assaulted as iisal groups clashed over 
match supeivision Worse was to fol¬ 
low Ahahani, one of the leading teams 
in Bangladesh, letusecl to cuntmue 
placing when theie were lepeated 
clistui bailees in almost all then inatch- 
(‘s Ihe league irselt was disrupted 
H.iviiig nothing to do and with his 
leave peiiod almost complete, Nasir 
came track to Calcutta Just a few days 
ago, he Ic'uint that the League was to 
gel under wav again But, be then, he 
had applied lot a transfer certificate 
tiom the Bangladesh Football Federa¬ 
tion 

Now that Nasir is back, football tans 
led he should he called up toi the 
Inals to select the Indian team for the 
Asian (lames Nasir is i ertainly one of 
the best goalkeepeis m the country 
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News round-up^ 


IMP soccer in 
I sad plight 

I JAItALPl'R- ItLiiniioi lie uiidi'isttKid 
; v%hN, ilcspilf llie lejxii toil loninit'ius. 

inililishfd in the issue ol Sfiturwvniltl, 

I dated lune 10, alHiiii the shot kiii^t 
i state ot alliisol the Madliva I’ladesli 
I Football Association, uhich is leil h\ S 
R Deo Ashoke (Ihosh. set retiii V 
I Ali'F. h>is not taken am at titni to 
I lemedv the evils aMlit iiim the game in 
j this State A I) Misliia. an exeiiitive 
member ot the |abal|iui DisIiili 1 ooi 
I ball Assot lalioii. which li.id ousted the 
I Deo group in the ]DF A electioiis toltl 
I Spill isii Of/t/ “1 would like to appeal to 
! Mt Ashoke (ihosh tliioiigh Mint niaga 
I /me to lake iniiiiediale action against 
I the Deo led MI'FA Ml Atnai |it Sliai 
! Ilia who w.is suspended tioni the local 
I C'anaia Bank loi alleged loigeiv and 
t healing and was latei aiiested iiniiei 
sec t ion 420 Il’C and lliei eatter i e 
leased on bail was appointed bv Mi 
Deti as an .idtiilional iieasiiiei ot tin 
Ml’l \ Ml Deo e also the |)it‘sident ot 
I the local Math a < \l c hib whic li IS 
I lovsic iihicetl III the |DI \ league Now. 

' the noiiv IS that i hough C ential Kail- 
wa\ I l.ibalpiii 1 IS on top ol the league 
taiile. It is the Mach as XI c liib thtii is 
always ret oiiimeiietl h\ thi- MFFA lor 
einis intoeceic all India lo'itn.nnent 
I I he leasoii is tli.ii all clubs ih.it h.id 
I voted agaiiMt Ml Deo s gioiip aie thus 
I being sidelinetl tioiii the national 
I scene " 

I “Ml Deoasksihe plaveisol othei 
I clubs .list) to pai Iicip.ite in all liidi.i 
I coui nanieiits unde I the baunei ol Mad 
I as XI club Natui .illv. It i a uses deep 
tiusii.itioii among tin tiesei vnig plav- 
eis " One such plavei is the laleiited 
22 veais old I ight in \slnt)ue Ah ol 
L'ential Kailwav. whottild Spoit 
swor/d “ I'hough I .mi always told 
orally by Mr Deo that thei e at e 
charges ol iiutiscipliiie ag.iiiist me, 
nothing in wiitiiig have so l.n lieeii 
given to me 'Ihe last time 1 plaved toi 
MP was at ihe Siinagai Nationals in 
1978 In the 1980 Rovers Cup at N.ig- 
pur I plaved toi Central Railway 
(.labalput I and was ad|udged the best 
player of the toui nameni Again, while 
playing toi the Challengers’ Club, 
.jabalpui, in the all-lndia HFM, tourna 
merit in 1981 at Soiiabdea lOiissa), I 
received the best playei's awaid Rut 1 
don't know why Mi Deo is angry with 
me ” 

SU lEET MOHANTV 

Fresh talent unearthed 

HYDERABAD; Like all Nationals, the 
17th All-India Post and Telegiaph 
wrestling championships, recently 
held at the Indoor Stadium, Hyder¬ 
abad, saw fresh talent come into prom¬ 
inence. 


It was esc itiiig all thiough, unlike 
exhilntiini hoiiis, where tine witnesses 
olf the-mai wiesiliiig and hurling of 
knives bv the rival groups But here, 
thanks to their vision, the participants 
took everything in their stride like 
tiue spuitsmen 

In the above 100 kg class bout, two 
gigantic figiiu-rs Durga Singh of 
Andhi a Pradesh and Raiasthan’s I 

loginder ,Singh walked towards the | 
mat with the commentatoi announcing | 
that the show would enthral the crowd, I 
which was believed to be 5,000 strong | 
The final whistle was given and in less ' 
than 20 set oiids everyoodv saw Durga 
Sirigh, like a piofessional. throw poor 
.Togindet all round the mat and pin 
him down In the end .loginder Singh 
was beaten by a fall 

On the operang day, m the 82 kg 
class, Mahabeer Singh of Rajasthan 
caused ar upset when he won against 
Kher Singh (Delhi) 


Another in.tioi upset in ihe three 
day meet took place in the 74 kg class 
when the Rajasthan grappler Virender 
Singh won ,'tgaiiist the former cham¬ 
pion of Delhi, Swaroop Singh, on 
points 

Hycler.ibatl, wh.ch produced many a 
national st<irid.ird wrestlei, faied well 
bv securing the fourth place, thanks 
mainivto l.ivashankt-i and Durga 
Sin)',h 

.|.iv,isharikei won the- 52 kg class 
bout 

Rauisthan region, with a tally of 54 
l>iiiiits annexed the team cham 
pionship, followed by Delhi (34 ptsj, 
K.tin.ilak,i >22 t>lsi.ind hosts Andhra 
I’lildesh (21 p(SI 

Though the 1* & 1 vyreslleis pul up a 
gooit show. It was p.iihetu to ntne that 
most 'll them v«-eie tioin class three 
.nifl tour 

la > ii'.N/Aii 
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CRiWUlZ by Eddie Dunstan 


70-year record, gaol 
—and a gold watch 


VVhiM) .III Aii'.li.ili.iii 4 \ It kt’lkt'i’IH’f ■' 

Shcliicid shirlil m.ili li in Min I ’) i‘) 

st'.iMiii I ,iii.<lil iiilK ii.il ■men .mil 

'.tuill|incl ....lilt'd .III [ lU’.ll'.h 

iii.iii ^ ii't (ird ih.il li III sli)i)d Ini 'll \i',iis 

I I id. IN (Ilf n I lilt I III I i N\ It ki't'. Ill Dili' 

III.lit li '1.11111-. Ill ill!' I ii'dil III lliii'i' 
ki'i'iii'i-. dll' III.III nnIiii i".I.iIiIi‘.Iii d il 
!.isl I I'liUiiN I iKn.iiiI I’liiili'N nl''iiiM'N 
iiiidliNi) Niisli.ili.iii'. I’liiili'N '.I'l dll' 

in iiid N\hrii III' I .iiii'lil l■|;■,l1l ll.ll■.l||l•ll 
■ llid'.llllll|ii'd l.iiii III I Si III ISii‘,',i'\ 

in,ill II .Il I III' • )\ ,il III I dl.U 

I is'Jil Ni'.ir l.iti" di' IS .1 III!'fillii'i 111 
dll' limidi I II.',1,mil li'.im in .I'l mil Ini 
\iis!i,ili,i Inn III I .III ,i> III .III nil iili'iil III 
Ni'Nn /I'.il.nid III nil -.nl llin Iwi, lli.lli h 
i'..i';,nnl Viisli ili.i nnIi'i li l.iln i inii In 
lie I''. I n;i II .nl .is lln' In ,1 1 1 sis lii'h', I'nn 
dll'INM 11 iiunllli", I'nnIi'N liniilili's III 
\i'NN /I'.il.illd . 1111 ' I III nil .1 I II'I III 
n..iili ,1 l"'l di.il I'.iiiii'il liini i'.,iiil .1 lull' 
,ind ,1 I'.liln iN.lli II 

III y/ii'/’/nmi/x ///s/iHi 11 /( ;/i k('/ Run 
WcIiIh I li'll < dll' .lni\ Xusli.ili.i liink 
dll' III Id w idiniil dii- ,is isl.ini I' I il dll'll 
\\i( I'l'll.i'i'lii'l I I’nnli \ li.iN iiii; lii'i'li 
di'l.Hill'd III \i'\'. /I'.il.ind .illn .in ini i 
di'lll III nni-nl dll niiilni iiMli III' iillll.il 
IMil 'll dll' Inin I’linli N I'lili'ii d mill ,i lift 
uilh ,1 Ini .il .III'I I.IllII s r, nil' III' NMiiild 
liiti-i .isl dll' SI nil III I'.ii II indiN Illn il 
li.ll'lll.1.1 III till'linnii'WII dll' .l.iki'ln 
1)1' f I In I’linli N II Ilf NM'if ii'.'.lii .ind 
I’liiili'N III |i.i\. mil' •liilliin; d In uf.'i- 
\\ II iiii; 

Il ,N .1 .I'l I 'll 11' I. k I ■ I' 'll N ini>iiiii,il 
ini'.idiiil .1 . I'.II II III. m .'lull' NMlIillif 
I I'll. IIII kll.l'.N I. ll"l' 11 Ml .1 II'.' dill I- ' NM'II' 
.ini'In .iiiiK'.ii 111 d'l II'I.' I" I'l Mii- 
\l'\\ /I'.ll.mili'l II III I ll'ip.nilii .llli'i 
N\ Iiii II ill. II N\.| .iln'ni.i . iitlln lull dll 

I' lUf Isis w I'l'l . || 1 . nil I I <1 I I }.i I" ( 11 I. I 

I )nni'diii liiinkii'". If. m.ii'i ' > i '|.l'..■.l 
\l till' I '111 I 'I dll' I '.II" 'Iiii m •' 

Ilnwi'Ni I l*"i'l. . ' 11 '.' I. .| .|i.| iii'iil 

,i\ \i .'. I ' .1 " 1, il II'I.. II .11. Ill I 

IIII' III .11 III". . 'I 'III I I III nil.id IIII' 
ti'.ill' ' 111'','- 1 '' 'll i.ii I 11 1 ' I II1 il 111II I ''1 

.11II '.Il 'll f. I '. II 11 .d I I 'i .1 ill >N .'III I d II 
I '.III i\ I 11 Imi'. I ,1 II n.d I I I 111 I III I' I 11. M 
111. Iiii.il- I'll.'! 1.1",'il till''Ill'll !i,.d 

lii'i'li ll.i'slili til '.III'll 111 I I I .Ill'll 1 .11 tin 

till '111 .111' I 11 I I ! il. 11 • ’ i. <I| ' \\ . '11 I ;i I'l I 

W.lll II I’.'ll 'll. ti'.'l .1 I If 1 |i|\ I 111 
N fill ml 'I'lii I’l i. I'i , n 'll' 11 . 11 ", ti 1 1 in' 

I. Hill I'll III-n'.Mi I'lniliN s II'I nid N\ .is 

III I I'liii.illi'il 1 1 \ ,1 '.'\..'ii)ld kii'tiili.in 

I I'l'l II'I \\ li"I .1 !'.11'.liiii'iK I'iii'tli'd 
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ni'N I’nnIi'N '.dn/i'll Nil Inns 111 I ll'.lU h, 
he .ilso III- 1 , 111 ) 1 - iidIn the Imiilh nnii kcl- 

kfl'|)l'l In ll.li; SI'MTI NN II kfIS III .111 
iiiiHiifs III ii III. Ill II .lu.iiiisl \'i( tnri.i 
'\\ ,iIIn (iimil linids the NN mill lei ntd 
I'if.hl .ill I .iiii;hl It) .1 (.>ilffiisl,iiid- 
Wi'slfiti Niisti.ili.i m.ili h .It IhisiMne 
I'.'i'i (itll 
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NVa/Zy Grout 

QUESTION 


Whicti Austra¬ 
lian wicket¬ 
keeper first 
equalled 
Pooley s re¬ 
cord—a player 
whose aggres¬ 
sive batting 
earned htm 
centuries for 
his State 
against Victor¬ 
ia, New South 
Wales and 
South Austra¬ 
lia and 92 
against Eng¬ 
land in a Test'? 


QUESTION Who was the 
a second Austra- 
lian wicket- 
keeper to 
equal Pooley's 
1868 record'? 

\ thud \iisii.ili.in holds ihf tfi nrtl lor 
innsi ill .niiss.lls l)N' .1 WK r.l'lkff[K'l 111 it 

ii'sl 111.Ill h I If set thf ri’i oid .i^.iinst 
I ni'l.ind .It Imd's NNhfii ho i .iiiuhl finhl 
li.itsnifii ,iiid slurii[H‘il one 


QUESTION Who was this 
Iff wicketkeeper, 
1 ^ who. in 26 
Tests, dismis¬ 
sed 98 
batsmen*? 

Whilf thf if( Old tnr ,i 'kff|ifi's dis 
niiss.lls Ini ,1 Tfsi ni.iti h is hi-ld hv .in 
.'\iisti.ili,)n, yft.iiinlhfi Aiisli.ili.in hnids 
till' ri'i nrtl Ini ninsi disniiss.ils m .1 
tiist-i l.iss innings In .i Shfilifid Sliicld 
111.ill li hf I .iiif.hi finhl li.ilsiiifu . 111(1 sn 
set iNNi) II'I Olds Ini Inst i l.is-. (ri( kcl--- 
(’if.ilfst iHitnlift nl di'.nii'.s.ds liN .1 kfop- 
fi in niif inninf.s .mil I’lf.ilcsl luimlifi nl 
I .111 Ill's in ,Hi-innHH{s 

QUESTION M. Who was this 
Australian 
■A 'keeper who 

I * dismissed 187 

batsmen in 51 

' Tests ana in 

j his first-class 

I career dismis- 

I sed, in all. 588 

j batsmen*? 

I lli'.hfst |(-^t iniiHil'.s Ifi nidi (I NNlllinlll 

lINf . IS li'f) till I'lld't NN II kf|s dfl l.licdl 

I liN N'lsli.ili.i .lUiiinsi 1 nv;l mil III SniIivn 

I hf I nt^lisli kff()fi nnIk) H.iNf 'Ins line 
(K'ltnini. Ill f NN.is iil.iiiiii) in his Inst Ii-sl 
,il’,.nns| 'Xiisli.ili.i 

I If NN.iii Ill'll iNNii ,\iistr,ili,ins in.ikf 
idfiilK .il -.< (Ilfs 111 mnn- til.Ill 20 ( 1 , niif 
li.lltinulnt III limns L’nnnutfs, Ihf 
ntlifi (•' liniiis 

111 the next Ifst in AWlhnuinf, he 
.illiiNNfd nn liNfs in '\iisti.ili.i s tif .1 in- 
ninusnl ill 1 -sn th.it in INNO s(i( I fssivf 
inninj's Int.illini', I 02 4 runs he .ilInNVfd 
nn liNf Ihis liniiif NN.is 1 .iiiifd In I ,l ,')4 
lifinif Ilf I nni cdi'd Ins Inst liNf m 
Nu-'ti.ili.i s si'i nnd innini’,s nl thf Mcl- 
hniirnf lest 


QUESTION 


Who was the 
immaculate 
English 
'keeper*? 


LAST WEEK'S ANSWERS 

t LluirU's )< ssi Koinight 
2 Mbt'itcMibln’MCoiUT 


Crossword 
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122 



ACROSS 

2 Hats out of season in English winter 
(71 

fa English cricketer nicknamed Goose 
(d) 

7 Narashima Rao has missed the -of 
Test cricket (3) 

8 Did Sita marry part of Krishnan s son 

(3) 

9 One of iwn in a game (4) 

12 First Indian to be seeded at Wimble¬ 
don (4) 

14 Wiestling Admiral (6) 

16 State of Barbati (6) 

17 Twelve-inch goal scorer (4) 

18 Ipilially no public races Now (1,1 1,1) 

21 WoMhIess horse (3) 

25 Mdttiematiral sounding Iridian cricke¬ 
ter (3) 

26 First international Spanish goalkeep¬ 
er (6i 

27 Subslitjte servire (7) 

DOWN 

1 Do women cricketers wear those and 
field f (5) 

2 Colourfol ex-lndian cricketer, stops 
before being an egoist (1,1,3) 

3 Sun sets on bridge table (4) 

4 British horse race entangled in robe 

(4) 

5 Indian hockey-playing sailor at Am 
sleidam Olympics (6) 

6 Synonymous with victory (3) 

10 Adonis of Pakistan cricket (5) 

11 Swimmer who finishes at the start (5) 

13 What a bat was to Grace, this was to 
Kelly (3) 

1b Disgusted sounding I r layer (3) 
16 Only four-time Olympic athletic win¬ 
ner (6) 

19 Start of old-time boxer competed for 

(5) 

20 First centurion nightwatchman, 
ascends (1,4) 

22 Overtake in football'? (4) 

23 Boxers have used for this part of stiip 
(4) 

24 Climb ladder of tennis rankings 

( 1 , 1 , 1 ) 

(Solutions next week) 


Question box 



Amitabh Baclihan, Girlditi. 

Q What IS the Test batting record of 
Panka) Roy”? 

A 43 Tests, 79 innings, 4 times not out. 
2,442 runs, 173 highest score, 32 56 
average, 5 centuries. 9 fifties and 14 
zeroes 

Pradeep Mukheriee, Kotutpur. 

Q. How many batsmen have scored a 
triple ton in Tests’ 

A 10 batsmen have scored 11 triple tons 
in 908 Tests 

Ashutosh Mukherjee. Raigarh 

Q How many runs did Vishwanath score 
on the tour of England in 1979'? 

A 341 in 7 innings of 4 Tests m 48 71 
with 113 as highest scoie at Lords in 
1979 

K Krishna Murthy, Bhubaneswar 

Q What IS the Tost batting record of Roy 
Fredericks'? 

A 59 Tests 109 innings, 7 not out, 4 334 
runs. 169 highest score, 42 49 average. 8 
centuries 26 fifties and 7 zeroes 

Khurshed Durranni, Patna 

Q Which Indians have crossed 2,000 
runs mark in Tests? 

I A. Gavaskar (6 218), O R Vishwanath 
I (5.280), P R Umriqar (3,631). V L 
ManjreKar (3,208) C G Borde (3,061), 

I M A K Palaudi (2,793), F M Engineer 
(2 611), P Roy (2 442), V S Hazare 
(2 192) A L Wadekar (2 113), V Man- 
kad (2 109), D B Vcngsarkar (2,384), M 
L Jaisimha (2 056), D Saidesai (2.001), 
and CPS Chaiihan (2,084) 

T V Subba Rau Hyderabad 

Q How many catches has Vishwanath 
taken in Tests'? 

A 53 in 75 Tests 

Satyanand Subud, Dalcipur; M Islam Anian 

Q What IS the Test batting record of 
Zaheer Abbas'? 

A 43 Tests 76 innings, 6 not out. 2 719 
runs, 274 highest score. 36 84 average, 6 
centuries 9 fifties and 5 zeroes 



J S. Bowa). A Natarajan, Bangalore 

Q How many fifties Vishwanath has 
registered'? 

A 30 fifties in 75 Tests 

T Raghu Ram, Guntur. 

Q. What IS the Test batting record of Greg 
Chappell'? 

A 67 Tests, 119 innings, 15 times not out, 
5,719 runs. 247 not out highest score, 
54 99 average 18 centuries 28 hall 
I centuries and 9 zeroes 
Kishan Agarwal, Ranchi 
Q. What are the best bowling figures of 
Kapil Dev and Karsan Ghavri'? 

A 7 56 by Kapil Dev vs Pakistan at 
Madras in 1979 80 and 5 33 by Karsan 
Ghavn vs England at Bombay in 1976 77 
are the respective be.st howling figures of 
the two bowlers 

L Madhusudanan, Madras 

Q Who tias taken highest numbei of 
wickets in a Tost match ? 

A Jirn Laker of England has taken the 
higliest numbei ot 19 wickets in a I est vs 
Austialia at Manrhestei in 1956 

M D Yakub 

Q What IS the lest bowling record ot 
Ma)id Khan'? 

A 27 wickets for 1,416 runs 52 41 pei 
wirket in 57 Te.sts 

Rai Kishnre Prasad, Hazaribag 

Q How mat IV victims did T arokh Engineer 
dismiss behind the stumps in his c arenr? 
A 82 victims comprisintj 66 catches and 
16 stumpings behind the slumps in 46 
Tests 



M •• I ( (.Ihi I 


QUESTIONS I 

I 

I 

Identity the lollowing sporl pr'rsonalilies ot | 
yesteryears j 

1 Beavan Congrion i 

2 Harry Vardon ; 

3 Diagan Dzazic i 

4 Lynn Davies I 

5 Robert -Graeme Pnllixk i 

6 P G Sethi i 

I 7 Sucha Sliitjh 

8 Bhim Singh 

9 Rima Dutta 

to Mohanlal Ghosh ' 
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M. Rajeshwar, Adliabad. 

Q. What IS Javed Miandad’s highest score 
in Tests'^ 

A. 206 vs New Zealand at Karachi in 
1976-77 

Nripen Kakatl, Sorbhag. 

Q. What IS the Test record of Ian Chap¬ 
pell 

A 75 Tests. 136 innings, 10 not out, 5,345 
runs, 196 highest score, 42 34 average, 
14 centuries, 26 half centuries, 10 zeroes, 
captain in 30 Tests. 

Sudesb Prasad, Howrah. 

Q. What IS the keeping record of Naren 
Tamhane m Tests'' 

A. In 21 Tests, Naren Tamhane has 51 
victims (caught 35 and stumped 16) 



Schtipiro 

Tne Pr.rtijiufClutjC.up, tnc British Mixed Pans 
Criampioi'stiip, IS by its naluied very inued' 
fvenl I hp men rt'^idinR themselves as Ihe 
slrodijter playeis make every effort to bid ttie 
md)oi suits and no trumps before their pait 
ncrs gel d Chance to mention them Coupled 
with the tai t that some of the partnerships are 
niyt too taniiliar with eac h other's inetnods, ttiis 
always leads todseriesulstraiigeresults Coiti 
p.iMiig cards with a friend last year I w.is 
j II. >11 ipted to ask whether we had tien playing 
trie same set ul hands 

t ruin this year's competition, hrjwpver, ttiere 
was a breatfi of sanity about ttiis well delen 
ded hand 

« M r 
' K H s 

> j ) ■) 

4> Ul'tH I 


« u in tt s. 

■ IJ.( I 

• H H 1 

♦ 4.' 


« • 

■ ■ J .1 r 
'J lu / 0 
♦ AQ 


JiHn Dm, Jorhn. 

Q. WItat is the name of the club that has 
produced some of the famous cricketers 
Of India like Ramakant Desai, A|it Wade- 
kar, Subhash Qupte and others^ 

A. Shivaji Park Gymkhana, Dadar, 
Bombay 

Sandip Nayak, Howrah, Sonu, Oalhl; U. 
Rajaraman, Kumbskonam, Lamkholal 
Lsngen, Imphal. 

Q. Wh^ IS Test record of Togy Greig'' 
A. Tests 58, Innings 93, Not out 4, 
Runs 3,599, Highest score 148, Aver¬ 
age 40 43, Centunes 8, Catches 87: 
Balls bowled 9,802, Runs 4,541, Wick¬ 
ets 141, Ave 32 20 
Q. Is there any player who made his debut 
as a captain'' 


A lailuie to do tins would have anowed Souttr 
111 ('<it V ilti a diaiiiunr) and '.l■l;l*(l an extra 
spadf tiK k, but as trie play went South had 
to be satisfied with eight tricks 

last wask't quiz, at game all you tiold as 
South ♦AQJ9/2QAK43O10J«l|k 
10 West dealt and ovrened one club, your 
partner ovetcalled with oAe-diarnund and 
r.asl raised to two clubs The choice lay 
among three clubs, two-spades, three 
spjdes and tour-spades, but I think that I 
would go (or the simple three spades Tliere 
IS still room lor partner to introduce a heart 
suit if he has ovetcalled on a Ireakish red twe- 
suiter, while two spades is not very dynamii 
and ttiree-clubs does not seem to advance 
our cause very much espec lally if West bids 
some more clubs 

This waek's quiz, a reader .isks 'Why do 
some players use transfer oven alls over iNT 
by an opponent'* For example. Iwo-diantonds 
asking partner to bid two-hearts Has this any 
advantages'" 


If Chess 


W A h I >1 
A >(j ii 

• A 1 ! 

♦ H > ti 

■oiitli dealt at game .ill <ind opened JNT 
Nurlli laised optiini:>ti> .rlly to game and 
' let larer was otf to a good start when West 
iTtiide ttie ridtuial, but unlortunjte, lead ot 
Iht. live III spades (I am reminded of a similar 
situation wtieri a delendei had made an un- 
tnrliic.jle lead "Wtrat i^ /our lead style 
igainst r .1 tiumps'" in(,|uiied declarci in 'in 
-airiest Ijshiun 'We tend to lead suits >0 
whi. 11 our (Mrtner lias a singleton", was tne 
glooiriv reply ) 

I ertaini) in*i lead WO'keel badly .inrt declarer 
w n 1 fiea,! Iruk witti # 9 HeasQnably 
enough, with only one enli/ k. tlie labl-, in 
started i lubs by leading the Kiiv, fast wmi 
jnif, although a diamond switch wunl.i h ive 
killed declarer’s chances immediarel/ ttie 
play looked dangerous and instead hti irii' i 
a low heart To Keep tiis entry to the table- 
South won with the Ace and continued with 
the Jai k of clubs 

t . 1 st held oft lor one' lounrt, but won tlie nc-d 
(lub and (ilayed another heart South 
lollowed low and West did well to unblcic k 
with U tc avoid being thrown in lalei 
Dummy due red this round but won the next 
heart and r ashed the long club on whicti 
bouth and West threw c.dmonfls Now came 
a diamond to the Ace •nd West was careful 
to unblock, this tune by droppng •,> K 


lumorrow is a very special Jay Tne gieatesl 
living chessplayei, grandmaster Mikhail 
Moiscyevich [tol\innik, will be /O years of 
age And, as if in celebration of this, 
Pergamon Press has just brought out his 
‘ translated from the Russian 

■, L-- -.r . ■'atferty and entitled Achieving 
me Aim (hardback at £7 9b) Botvinnik is a 
giant both in intellectual capacities and 
strengiti of c naracter, had he not been, he 
c ould not tiave achieved the aims set for him 
■ind by him Called by his rivals the 'iron 
logii larV he went from success to success 
won the wuild championship in 1948 and 
held It, apart from two bieaks ot 4 yeai, until 
1963 This magnilicent record sets him firmly 
among the top five of All time, the cam 
pionissimi - namely, Lasker, CapablaiKa, 
Alekhine, Botvinnik and Fischer Chaiu e 
decreed that Botvmmk's career should ovei 
lap those of the other tour, and thus he met 
them all in over-Ihe boardconibal Hisiesnlt-, 
were a yv'h and three draws against Laskei, a 
win fivearawsandalossagainstCapablaraa 
a win and two draws against Alekhine a 
draw against Fischer, a total ot 8>/j>15) 
Two full-scale matcties were also planned, 
but late stepped m the way Alekhine 
died in 1946 before he could defend nis 
title - a f'jrtunate’ escape perhaps, for the 
World Champion was by then declining 
steadily and would have been destroyed by 
Botvinnik in his prime About a quarter of a 


A. Y«8. There are many playera like Tony 
*Lewis, Nigel Howard. A H. H Oilligan 
.England, A. Melville, H. F Wade of South 
Africa, Iftlkar alt Khan of India 

Rajarshi Roycbowilhary. Katihar. 

Q. For how many seasons did Pataudi, 
Engineer, Bedi and Venkataraghavan 
play in English County Cricket'' 

A. Pataudi played for 7 seasons in English 
County Cricket Championship, while Bedi 
played for 6 seasons. Engineer for 9 
seasons and Venkataraghavan for 3 sea¬ 
sons 

Kajal Mukltariee, Rudranagar. 

Q. Which batsman has scored maximum 
number of centuries in Ranp Trophy'' 

A. Vqay Hazare has scored a maximum of 
22 centuries in Ranji Trophy 

ceiituiy Idler negotidlions for a match with 
Fischer in Ttie Netherlands eventually broke 
down when conditions popld not be agreed 
with the American grandmaster That was a 
pity and Botvinnik writes that "it would have 
been advantageous for Fischer to have 
played a training match with me, no matter 
what Its result might have been (probably 
Fischer would have won), the American 
could have learned a lot from me" This is not 
arrogance, but objective truth based on 
()roven self-confidence Botvinnik encount¬ 
ered three other World Ctianipions in title 
itidlches, and some of tiis observations about 
them are valuable He describes Smyslov 
as "perspii acious", with a talent that 
was "universal and exceptional" Tal is ".in 
apparatus fui data processing, an appaiatuo 
possessing a largei riiemoiy bank and ,i 
swifte' reaction than those of ottier grand 
masters’ Petrosian "posse-ises a uninun 
chess talent' In contrast to the dynamic Tai 
tie "created positions in which events 
developed as if m a 'Jowed-up film ’ 

At ttie end ol the book ttiere are tor lefereiu e 
purposes, iiiitc-ol the key games Inim Botvin 
n‘k'> cari'i’i They in- again;I (.apahlanca 
flohr, Alekhine, F jwe Ken-, fal and 
Fischer g.imes whic h, one might say, every 
chessplayer should know 
ComfMlHiOA G492 Soiutiii' iivi>l wi-t r 
hia li 



Solitlion l« Ii49l (Richinisan - Kalith, lOUi Wuild 
Cormpondinct Ciumpionihip. 1978-80) (2r3nk,7p' 
3pPpp9/qlp3ai IpnIPIPI IP4NP-P7/5RKI - Wliito lo 
pliy.) Briidin ^ lu-^i pt,- Ia> tji.in<j>rki3li‘i >. n, luded iih.- 
jjdiTte very prelluy J1 Kl Bb' R B.’ 3.’ n K/ K«l- H 
KluR an.) OIjlK lesigrieci at JJ PnU Itit-n 34 rt BB 

1‘J'i.L-j ll'dl»*l 

Probltni No 1157 Sjlulnin nrC Mt-i'n 
A Cliicco il fcliguier 1B3.'I 

( 3 r 24 MBIil 4 /IB 2 plltiV 8 / 5 a 2 ' 4 Plp 1 'RNSk.'KR 4 NI - 9 
wPRo mon, 9 black) 

While to pidy doa rhdU. in tivo moves 
Sohilion to No 1196 (Spackmim) (8/5p2/2RS/8i8, 
3K4/9/3k4 - malo m Rva.) 1 R B7 (Ihredlei.irz RxR 
ell ) (d) 1 P B3.2 R-B5 P-B4 3 R»r' K B8, I R 
UKIS K 08 b R Kt! Ibl 1 P B4 2 K B4 P Bb 3 
RxP etc 






A certain kind ot man 
will only be seen in plains... 



In polyester and polyester blends 
from Mafatlal. 

A man who has grown into a discerning 
individual. Whose style is never loud liut quiet. 

An assertion of a distinctive personality. 


Mafatlal 
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Monsrch h3s the guts 
match yours. 
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Obviolis 

choice 

T he selectors have done 
the right thing by 
appointing Sunil Gavaskar 
as the skipper of Indian 
team for the ensuing series 
as well as toi three one-day 
international matches 
against England Gavaskar 
has been named skipper not 
because the selectors did 
not have any other alterna¬ 
tive, but because he (s simp¬ 
ly best suited fur the job at 
pies'cnt He has proved him 
self to be the must success¬ 
ful laptain as well as the 
batsman India has ever pro¬ 
duced Eveiy single mem- 
bei of the team is inspired 
by his wonderful deeds with 
the willow over the years in 
all paits of the world Be¬ 
sides, he IS in gieat form 
this season, as is evidenced 
by his numerous centuries 
111 the Wills Tiophy, Irani 
Tiopliv and Duleep "rrophy 
matches I hope, he will 
achieve greater success this 
season both as a batsman 
and as a skipper 
M GOUTAM PRAKASH, 
Bangalore 
CONGRATULATIONS to 
Sunil Gavaskar for his 
appointment as the skipper 
of the Indian team for the 
forthcoming senes against 
England He is the fittest 
pel son for this job His re¬ 
cord of captaincy is by far 
the best amongst all the 
Indian captains 

R K CHATTERJEE, 
Uttarpara 

At last 

W E wonder why the East 
Bengal officials so long 
did not take any disciplin¬ 
ary action against the Ira¬ 
nians. In fact, stern action 
should have been taken 
dgauist them for their mis¬ 
behaviour in the earlier 
part of the season One re¬ 
calls with disgust the inci¬ 
dent when Majid had the 
audacity to lell his coach to 
“get out” The Iranians 
were given to understand 
that they were indispens¬ 
able They, in return, in¬ 
dulged in indiscipline 
When their ex-plavei and 
coach, Santo Mitra, left the 
club becau.se of the indisci¬ 
pline on the part of the 
Iranians, the officials opted 


for his resignation and 
chose to pamper their Ira¬ 
nian kids even more. Now 
the time is ripe foi the offi¬ 
cials to take stern steps 
against them, otherwise it 
may be too late. 

DEBYANI SINHA, 
Calcutta 

Below stamlani 

I T IS indeed a great pity to 
note that the commentary 
given during the Duleep 
Trophy match between the 
East and South Zones was 
really of very poor standard 
They could not identify the 
players properly and 
seemed to be devoid of a 
minimum knowledge of 
cricket. It is hard to believe 
how AIK selects such people 
who do not posses adci|uale 
knowledge of cricket In¬ 
stead of popularising crick* 
et in the State the AIK is 
doing just the opposite 

A B SEN. 
Cuttack 

Why Greg? 

T he Australian selectois* 
policy of changing and 
Chopping the captains will 
not do any good to the Au¬ 
stralian cricket The le- 
appointment of Greg ('hap 
pell as the captain of the 
side 1 $ not an encuui aging 
sign and is likely to have 
adverse repercussion on 
young Kim Hughes 
Although Australia failed 
miserably in England this 
summer, yet it cannot be 
denied that Hu^es led his 
side well enouM How can 
Hughes be helci responsible 
for the technical defticien- 
cies of his batsmen? 

With due respects to him 
it can be safely said that 
Greg Chappell is not a bril 
liant captain The dashing 
and brilliant Hughes should 
have been given another 
chance to settle down Greg 
Chappell IS a great batsman 
no doubt, but great batsmen 
seldom become great cap¬ 
tains 

DEEPAK GOJL, 
Bangalate 

Coggratulations 

A WORD of congratula¬ 
tions to B S Bedi and 
B. S. Chandrasekhar for 
being bestowed with honor¬ 
ary life membership of 
MCC. They were great bow¬ 
lers and the MCC has done 

























the right thing by giving 
them the honour We, Indi¬ 
ans. are proud of them. 

DR S. K. GUHA, 

Balijun Nonh 
CONCiRATULATIONS to 
the East Zone team and its 
skipper Dilip Doshi for 
achieving a dramatic vic- 
turv /against the star- 
srudded South Zone team in 
the Diiieep Trophy semi¬ 
final at Cuttack It is really 
a pleasure for us to see the 
East Zone displaying a 
fighting spun in all the de¬ 
partments of the match and 
leathing the final The time¬ 
ly declaration by Doshi 
which deprived Piariab Roy 
of a magnificent century 
and which, ai least lempoi- 
anly, faced a lot of critit- 
isni, pioved the turning 
point of the match Doshi 
deservedly got the ‘Man of 
the Match' award, as he not 
only ;>hined with the ball 
but had also shown 
ticmendous potentiality as 
a captain and of course as a 
balsman 

M K DVTTA, 
C'diculhi 

HKARTIE.ST congratula¬ 
tions to the Fast Zone skip¬ 
per Dihp Doshi and the rest 
of I he players of the team 


for earning a deserved vic¬ 
tory against the stiong 
South Zone team The main 
architects of East Zone’s 
victory were Arun Lai, 
Karan Dubey, Pranab Roy, 
Dilip Doshi and Asjit Jayp- 
rakash Arun Lai scored a 
magnificent century, while 
openers Pranab Roy and 
Karan Dubey laid the found¬ 
ation of East Zone’s second 
innings and paved the path 
for East's victory. Doshi and 
Jayprakash bowled ex¬ 
tremely well, the foimer 
taking SIX wickets in the 
first innings while the latter 
taking SIX wickets in the 
second 

For South Zoiie only K 
Siikkanth deserves praise 
for his innings of 81 and SI 
in the first and second in¬ 
nings respectively He 
should be given a chance to 
open India's innings with 
Gavaskar Lastly, I once 
again congratulate Doshi 
foi his astute leadership 
which IS lesponsible for 
East Zone’s victory 

A SHADANI, 
Cuttack 

CONGRATULATIONS to 
oiii respected Prime Minis¬ 
ter Mrs Indira Gandhi and 
those involved in finalising 
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the English tour*to India. 
After much tension and sus¬ 
pension the cricket lovers in 
India are eventually 
assured of some good crKk- 
et this winter. 

DEBRAJ BANERJEE, 
Darjeeling. 

Great loss 

W ITH the passing away 
of R. S. Gentle, we 
have lost the services of an 
outstanding coach and 
umpire Undoubtedly, the 
countiy’s best left-back in 
the Fifties, Gentle first hit 
the headlines as a 20-year- 
old when he helped his 
State win the Nationals He 
made rapid strides and 
eventually found his way 
into the 1948 Olympic hock¬ 
ey team Later, he was also a 
member of the 1952 and 
1956 Olympic teams 
A playeis’ man, he often 
rubbed the authorities the 
wrong way. After bidding 
adieu to the game as a play¬ 
er, he served as an umpire 
and also as a coach His 
ability as a coach was inter- 
nationally recognised 
Spain and Japan were some 
of the countries which 
sought his services The IHF 
should do something con¬ 
crete to honour Gentle’s ser¬ 
vice to the game 

P S MONY, 
Trivandrum 
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comparison 

I N response to K P Gopi- 
nath’s letter, published in 
Sportsworld of October 28, 
that Gavaskar’s weakness 
was exploited by Lillee and 
others, I like to ask him that 
why other bowlers of diffe¬ 
rent countiies could not 
take advantage of his weak¬ 
ness’ He scored so many 
runs against the established 
buwleis of different coun¬ 
tries. If Sunny is really weak 
against the moving ball, 
then how did he score 101 
runs at Manchester in 1974, 
221 runs at The Oval in 1979 
and 116 at Auckland in 
1976’ His chanceless in¬ 
nings at The Oval was a 
masterly one Was not the 
ball moving in the an at that 
time? 

Gopinath has compared 
Gavaskar with Vishwanath, 
another great little bat.sman 
of India It is unrealistic to 
compare an opening bats¬ 
man with a middle-order 
batsman Truly Vishwanath 
executes his strokes well 
and his centuries sometimes 
brought victories to Indian 


cricket team. 

Gavaskar plays limited 
strokes at the start of the 
innings. While Sunny cher¬ 
ishes in playing front foot 
drives, Vishy likes to ex¬ 
ecute back foot diives If 
Vishwanath gets anything 
outside the off-stump he 
will square cut it for four 
runs, while Gavaskar will 
leave it to the ’keeper Sun¬ 
ny IS a rash hooker, that 
sometimes brings his down¬ 
fall, Vishy .seldom plays this 
type of shots This is the 
only difference between 
them, but one should not 
compare between an open¬ 
ing batsman and a middle- 
order batsman 
B RAMEN RAO, GOUTAM 
MUKHERJEE, K P 
MAHATO and DMA, 
Jamshedpur 
IN response to Lt J. P. Pan¬ 
da’s letter in the October 21 
issue of Sportsworld, I like 
to mention that, in a country 
like India, soccer cannot 
flourish in the hands of a 
coach P K. Baneriee is de¬ 
finitely trying his best to 
bring out the best in all the 
footballers of India, but 
Panda should know that 
theie IS an unknown evil 
group, called the selectors, 
who are influenced by duty 
politics These people are 
actually enjoying the fiuits, 
and the mots aie given to 
men like P K, Basha and 
Aroon Ghosh Then Bhaskar 
Ganguly is definitely the 
best custodian of Asia, but 
Yasin IS Yasin and Banks is 
Banks Bhaskar can, in no 
way, be compaied with 
them Probably, Bhaskar 
will agree with me on this 
point Moieovet, will the 
Selection Board give 
enough chance and facili¬ 
ties to this young goalkeep¬ 
er of India’ 

PRABAL GUHA, 
Bahian North. 

Poor Vishy 

O NE feels really pity for 
Gundappa Vishwanath, 
one of the little masters of 
India, foi his current loss of 
form For the last three 
series he has been showing 
a progiessive decline in 
form. 1 think it is high 
time for him now to retire 
with due honour and pre¬ 
stige The admirers of Vish¬ 
wanath will get a rude shock 
if he is driven out from the 
Test side 


SOUMITRA SINHA. 
Alipurduar. 




Editor's page 



T he CCI President's match 
with the Eiifilishmen mav 
have been pltiyed forchai ity. 
but theie was nothing t harit- 
able about the attitude of 
eithei side. It was pLiyed in 
right earnest much to the gra¬ 
titude ol a huge crowd Unfoi - 
tunateJy, the ground authoi- 
ities had no time to organise a 
truer pitch and the result of 
the hurried preparations iva.s 
a dampish wicket which 
helped both teams and spin 
till late in the altcrnoon. 

By then the result was a 
foregone conclusion Sunil 
Gavaskar having won the to.ss, 
quire sensibly put the English¬ 
men in, and a glance at the 
bowling averages will show 
that only Paid gave away 
more than tour runs an over. 
But these are early days and it 
was the uncertain movement 
and bounce which allowed lit¬ 
tle leeway to the Englishmen 
to demonstrate whatever 
offensive manoeuvres they 
may be stocking m their re¬ 
pertoire. Only Geoff Cook had 
any positive results to show 
that he had occupied the 
crease for any length of time 
and presumably he will go on 
to better things in better cir¬ 
cumstances. The others fell to 
some sharp catches and some 
spirited bowling, and in doing 


gave no scope to the Indian 
captain to take stock of their 
merits or weaknes.ses. The 
game gave only a very faint 
indication of what the future 
may hold. 

What did become appai ent 
as soon as the visitors took the 
field was that had CCI Presi¬ 
dent's team hatted first the 
game would not have lasted 35 
oveis Bob Willis moved the 
ball late and heat Gavaskai 
outside the oifstump, and one 
immediatelv i ecollected ot 
Lillee doing the same in Au¬ 
stralia Botham somewhat en- 
c umbered by winter weight (a 
ttiinoi disadvantage which 
will be .set tight by a few days 
in the sun) trapped Srikkuiith 
Ibw and very soon a .score of 
154 looked a difficult target. 

And now we came to the 
main purpc\se of this game at 



Ooaf Cook 


least a s far the Englishmen 
weie concerned. This was a 
quick disposal of the Indian 
captain, to gain a considerable 
psychological advantage for 
the main series. Gavaskar did 
at times look awkward and he 
did make passes at deliveries 
which could have been left 
and he did get out caught in 
the slips. But in between he 
scored almost a quarter of his 
side's total. Admittedly, this 
was not very much but the 
circumstances where nobody 
had inspired confidence. This 
first contest between the En¬ 
glish howlers and the batsman 


they fear the most would best 
he adjudged as inconclusive. 

Another factor which be¬ 
came fairly cleai was that 
with a number of.seamers in 
the side, England will concen¬ 
trate on bowling on the off 
.stump and will pet haps keep 
only as lew as three fielders 
on the leg side. This may not 
detract from the interest in 
theg€ime, hut it will be pa¬ 
tient gralting more than flam- 
boyancy which will pay di¬ 
vidends This, one hopes, has 
alieady struck Kapil Dev who 
has recently failed to make 
any .sort of impact with the 
bat. India is in need of an 
all-ioundei to bat at number 
seven and contribute at lea.st 
60 to 70 runs in a match. Kapil 
Dev can do this, if there is a 
change in attitude, and if he 
does, he will release one place 
for a specialist howler and 
earn the undying thanks of his 
captain and his team. He will 
also make the selectors' job 
that much easier. 

On the evidence of this 
game it would he unfait and 
unwise to arrive at any conclu¬ 
sion except of course that Eng¬ 
land will play their usual pro¬ 
fessional cricket and to beat 
her, India will have to play at 
the limits of her potential The 
captain will have to enthu.se 
the .same kind of spirit that 
the team produced against 
Pakistan but never again alter 
that. If he can, this English 
team is far from being infalli¬ 
ble, and if he cannot he will 
find the opponents will be 
totally unimpres.sedfby indi¬ 
vidual performances no mat- 
tei how brilliant they may be. 
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With just a year to go for the IXth Asian Games, we took a look at the progress 
made so far. What follows is A CORRESPONDENT'S 
journey into uncertainty 

J UST one vt<ir fiom now the curtain .. Mr Charan Singh's aversion to the very 

IS SI i!c-(iuU'<l 10 go up on the ninth t idea during his bnet tenure as Prime 

Asian C.djiifs in Now Delhi It is time V Minister All that is part of a sorry 

the couniclown beg.in, wiih rchodrsals chapter of what is now history, and it 

and dll fhdi Kni, excepting perhaps would serve no useful purpose to go 

for the hoi sc show dt the Hdrhdkhash over the story again But when we did 

Stadniin in ihe t'diiionmeiit, no such finally decide to go ahead with the 

exc'iLise IS pid O'' Reason it is jusi f national commitment, not all decisions 

not possible III do so I he intrastiuc - were taken with due thought and deli- 

tuie IS tdi .i..in leailv, diul the scaf- beiation Ambition seems to have got. 

foldings, nibble diicl debus at the the better of practical commonsense. 

various siddi.I and IIIhei bnildnig sites An example is the ZS.OOO-capacity 

make one woiuh i ii all the consiiut air-conditioned indoor stadium It is 

tiiin aitivitv will b(‘ ovei in time At common knowledge what it means to 

this late, we riiav. .it best, be able to maintain an air-conditioned indoor 

SCI ape through 'Ihe horse show is stadium for a poor country plagued by 

difleient It is itiii by the Aiiny. past energy crises every summer. Or again, 

inasteisaiit Who b tempts one with a the collapsible partitioning planned 

mad idea wiiv not tot.iliv hand over like they had at the Moscow Olympics, 

the organisation ot the Games to the It was later realised that there was no 

militate'' As things ate, we are in a money for it, and the idea, on 

mad tush and would like the entire tffCIM I^I^ICIIs one moment and off another, has now 

pioject lonipleted on a wai footing » a»i « a been shelved 

Sinie New Delh: was allotted the IXASANGAAAES planned all- 

(!ames 111 I'l'/o. valuable years weie f>C| I 4 I lOm weather swimming pool at Talkatora 

lost because ol i liangesot Government UBLni IwOJt Cardens, the idea of a cover has been 

and othci political leiisoiis. iiuluclmg ——• » 1 ' 'm —— given up after much loss of time and 

Tha Qamt'f v'/'aae 'iiiw 
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nioney because experts ^ not sure if 
the structure can suppt^ a roof. Ex¬ 
periencing the nipping inclemency of 
early November this ybar, Delhi’s 
swimming enthusiasts look forward to 
this time next year wirh shivers down 
their spines 

Quite a few at Pragati Maidan where 
the Asian Games secretariat is head¬ 
quartered are alarmed at the pros¬ 
pects ahead. Understandably, they 
would not like to be identified. These 
men, like other students of sport other 
than the uninspiring Pragati Maidan 
officers, are afraid India will be hold¬ 
ing the Asian Games in untried, un¬ 
tested conditions, which is hardly a 
wise thing to do. In modern sports 
competitions there are a thousand lit¬ 
tle details that need close attention 
and thorough scrutiny before they 
come up to the required international 
standard. 


T O etiablp ' people te'.p’eviid' 
abroad to ktondiiliia’' 

which wodkl come.'imhep^lii'iMa-'' 
nismg the A,aiaB ^atndf year,!' 
Air India hadffee 
tickets. The way these have been 
wasted tpis camiiw idudh donsti^aia--' 
tihn in sport* .pitcldi 0ie 
Prime Minister lierMff 
drastically cut dbwp'tiiettphibbr ^ i 
7!>ds a telling co|nipeAt.t)St-vrha|^ii^' 
happening. All 75t^i;bdt*)mv*'1jwcn,: 
used up. Mr Gill, semetaty^nerid 
of the SOC, and Muuiaiah,,^'' 
technical director,.eiqpei^dty have' 
made the greatest nUi^ber of foit- 
ign tours. Many other eidkets seem 
to have gone to phoj^ who have 
luarnt little or TUKhiOtt-^Ha reports 
have been submitted -thdllt ^ 

’ •. ''K t'l ' i . •' ' 


Athletics, die prime sport of any 
event like the Asian or Olympic 
Games, is to be held on a synthetic 
“Olymprene” track at the main sta¬ 
dium at Lodhi Road. The Stadium 
Itself is still far from complete and 
nobody can give you an exact date 
when the track will be laid, not to 
speak of installing the timing and 
other electronic devices. All that talk 
of many months ago that the stadium 
will be ready before the next monsoon 
in time for a mini intei national meet 
sounds wishful thinking now. 

The next AlMndia Open meet is 
scheduled to be held in New Delhi in 
September 1982. Ask the Services, the 
hosts where they will hold the meet, 
and they will not be able to give you a 
prease answer straightaway. They are 
not sure the Lodhi Road Stadium will 
be ready in time To be able to hold 
the meet in September they would 


^ PNmra trip? 

' £hi^ tefttfOv' 

In. tbe^'.tiue of. the ■'World Cup 
' ’ atUi^gs arRome^o September, a 
' "feiK there late and were 

bmibUvd^iLto aedure admission 
'die flnmiim. These men were 
' »lmaM9d’'tb‘watcH how a big track 
' an^l^ itoedt .is held, Their report 
. .dMmrhaiie 1^«h made iwblic, hkd 
I tHby Sttbittitw -ane 

In other cases, people have taken 
' advantage of the tree rideets simply 
, because they happen to head this or 
! that cohimittee 

I ■ 

Present at the mini- 
’Commonwealth Games in Brisbane 
in October were Lt. Gen. Sethna, 
- Mr. H.K.L, Bhagat, M.P., Mr Shii 
, ICjaot Varma. M.P. Ashok Tandon. 


want the stadium to be handed over to 
them two months in advance It is 
anybody’s guess if that will happen. 
The stiucrute is only half the inb The 
othei half is equally, if not more, 
important It is the laying of the track, 
the jumping pits, the eleitrunu in¬ 
stallations, facilities foi the media, 
and so on and so lortli 
Facilities toi every othci competi¬ 
tion, outdoor as well as indoor, also 
have numerous details to be attended 
to In game.s like basketball uiid vol¬ 
leyball, the flooring and tlie lighting 
play an iniportani pair Brand new 
wooden floois and lighting will have 
defects which only players can spot 
after actual pet formant es on court. 
The bounce of the wooden floor and 
the glare of the lights aie things which 
are peifected altei nuineious trials 
and tests These ate not tiifling mat¬ 
ters. They tan make oi mai a player’s 


Additional Commissioner. Delhi 
Police, S.$ Gill, Di.C.M Muthinh, 
Mr K Shankaran Nan, and two 
officers of the Delhi Development 
Authority One would like to know 
If any of these gentlemen, or others 
connected with the Asian Games 
committees, cared to go to Hi.ssar to 
observe the^ more lecent Asian 
.luiiior Wrestling Championships 
But then Hissai is a small town in 
India not abioad. 

Who sanctions these tickets and 
the procedure followed is not 
known The names aie not put up 
before the executive board ol the 
SOC 


A CORRESPONDENT 

















The present position ol the indoor stadium at the AP Estate 


pciformance What Roes for basketball dants, to run the show onte the facili- Excepting foi a very lew who tan be 

and volleyball also holds good for ties are there By this time steps counted on the fingers of one hand, 

other indoor disciplines like badmin- should have been taken to raise the these men have no background at all 

ton and boxing, table tennis and gym- cadie Not even a serious beginning in sports organisation The politicians 

nasties The iacilities foi a tup class has been made yet. at the helm of Asian Games affaiis 

international swimning competition Modern spoiling events are prestige have not been known to efticiently run 
post- even more complex problems issues Which, of cuuisc, is not the the affairs ol the spoils federation 
The watei has to he ol a certain light attitude to sport In tact, it is they themselves have headed The pity 

temperature and the lilteratioii plant contrary to the vei v spirit of sport But is that the men edged out, or made to 

has to be tric'd before 1 he a< Iual event then with all the piestige and arten- leave in disgust or frustration, aie the 

Most impoitani ol all is the need for dant publicity that go with sport, it is type of people who should be there 

a cadre ol trained and dedicated peo- not at all sui prising to see politicians While all the paperwoi k goes on and 
pie at <ill levels, lioin technical pei- and biiieaucrats jockeying for posi- meetings of various committees take 

sons like leteiees and others to non- turns at Pragati Maidan New men place, the set-up has become a hotbed 

technical ones like usheis and atten elbow their way in, edging out others, of intiigue If one politician brings in a 
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\^ork going on the Main Stadium at Lodhi Road WiH it be ready before the next monsoon'^ 
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Hobpdv eouid Ml prKisely 
.ififenliM WMt ior the other 
ttwlNiC WhM^sWrong with our 
FJC-Banwieef Let's nrust him. 
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Parru^s Eclairs: 

The taste that’s caught tm... 



Yes, that's what everyone is saying Wherever The cocoa ennehed soft centre that tastes 
you go, that's what you hear All the time And it's more “chocolatey " And the liberal lashings of 
no wonder Because they've discovered the nch milk and sugar 
covenng that just lingers in the mouth 


the greatest T” 


The ectair: 
Parrys 
matte tt 
better. 
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hni'tiitiinq pool Pt the Talkatora Garden 


huiLMUi ifit (it his chdice to (.lip tlie C<ii lo, Miiihiiiah, aloiif; with (iill, was Olympic Assoli.iiioii ail iiiusi act a-> 
inlliiciiLe ot aii(ithc>i Ifilow politiclan, diilv thoic- And lii* did tiilk to some ot ineinbuis ut a team working foi a 

ilieolhei man sees to 11 ihat.an ofticei the woild's spoits leadeis common fitoal Rooms have heeii allot 

III Ills choice is also (halted III at some '1 he piolilems about the iVsiaii ted at Pidgati Maidaii loi IcMieiaiion 
inipoitant pl.ice (tames rooiball louinameiit ait‘ Ih‘- ‘Otfices Bur hardly any, excepiiiiK lor 

Oificials (li sports lederations, who lieved to have been sorted out by the Aicheiy federation setceiatv. Mr 

leel leil out. also play their own de- Muthiiiah and officials of the I'lfA It L. N Khiirana, and Mt Yashwaiit 

vious Idles Most ot them cannot sto- is now leiiiiii that the ditliculnes had Singh Alwai, who will he in chaigc ot 

mach the presence ol a secretary to been blown out ot all pioportion One oiganisiiig the Asian (lamc's tennis, 

the government lording It over as the now gaiheis there is no obiection make it a regular practice to sit in the 

sei letaiy-general ot the Special Orga against eailv iitteitioon matches, and cramped nttices I’rivilcges and com 

nisation Committee Mr S S Gill's they need not now be played in flood- forts accoiding to bureauctaiic st.itus 

(hoice lor the post was made by Mr V lights Afiei all, the Woild Junioi cause a lot of sniping and heart 

t' Shukla. betoie he was eased out of Championsliip games last month in luitning Small matters these, but 

the Union Cabinet and his post as Aiistidlia vveie played in eailv aftei hardly a good thing in spoit I'special- 

chairman ot the SOC Old Madhya noon, it is aigiied And that. Kio, at ly when eveivone is supposed to be 

I'ladesli connections, it is said in the ciicket giounds The final itself was lacing against lime Thete is loom foi 

cm I idois, led to Gill's choice From the played at the .Sydney Cue ket Ground a little bit of socialism 

Netaji Institute of Sports, Patiala, .So it appeals there should be no 

(anieDr C M Muthaiah to fill in the pioblems in staging some ol the Asian "Boycott" is now a common pile- 

technical diiector’s post The piofes- Games matches ai the cricket Test nomenon in spoit The ninth Asian 

sioiial’s expeltise ot Muthaiah and his \eniie at Fero/eshah Kotia The Delhi Games also have not been spared 

Intel national connections have helped and Distints Ciicket Association Graffiti has appealed on walls in va 

Gill get on with tlie job some how. should onlv be tiKi glad to see Asian nous parts ot Delhi urging people to 

Like Gill, Muthaiah al.sO has had his Games football being played at their boycott the Asiad "moiisiei" because 

shaie of the stick from the national giound I oi long they have been criti- it will eat away Rs KMM) ctoics But 

sports federations, who feel that the cised for not being able to build a nobody seems to be lakiiig these ex 

man dealing directly with world sports proper stadium If Asian Games foot- hortations seiiously There is no run 

ledeiations, is guilty of exceeding his ball matches are played theie, then ning away fiom the fact that the 

biiet The table tennis federation someone else will be building it for Games are a national commitment and 

reacted .sharply when it learnt ahuttt them will have to be seen thiough With so 

his dealings with the world body So With people pulling one another’s much time already lost, and the later 
did the football federation But at the legs, obstacles and irritants and bemnd planning too grandiose to be satisfac 

s-ime time it is also a fact that some to arise—all, no doubt, to the detri- torily completed, it will have to be a 

(sorld bodies have corresponded and ment of the task in hand This appears scramble in the end There is no escap- 

dealt dirc'ct with Muthaiah. Apparent- to have become a popular pastime and ing the conclusion As someone put it a 

Iv they saw nothing wrong with it the habit will have to be stopped long time ago, the Games will be held 

When the world's sports federations Politicians, biireauci ats, officials of all right, but they may be “maimed 

•met in coni^^s recently at 'Bdonte the SOC. sports federation and Indian and mauled." 






















SportaworM Exclusive 


GAVASKAR: 
Exating, healthy 
series ahead 


I T 1}. not funny. 
To be Sunil 


X To be Sunil Gavaskar with its 
share of instant praise when the things 
go right and the scathing criticism 
when they do nut, not to mention the 
cuntioversies you get into, it is not 
tunny Just the other day in Nagpur 
after having played an innings span¬ 
ning six hours, Gavaskar was relaxing 
in the hotel, but the constant banging 
on the door by 40 odd autograph 
hunters denied him this light which 
every man is entitled to en|uy That 
night at one o'clock the telephone bell 






shattered the peace in Gavaskar’s 
loom and the caller said that the 
London Times wanted to interview 
Sunil and that they wanted to know 
what would be mumbled into tele¬ 
phone sleepilv, “At this unearthly 
hour this IS what yiiu have rang me up 
for ” As the conveisation went on 
Gavaskar reali.sed it was some fellow’s 
conrv sense of humour in action. 

Five hours latei, at 6 am. to be 
piecise, another person tang up from 
the hotel’s reception area saying that 
he wanted to meet Gavaskar Sunil 


ViBhwanath, Vengsarhar and Roger Binny during a dnnk interval WiH Vishwanath and Vengsarkar strike 
form and strengthen India's middle-order batting'^ 


'^Icj 






will Sunil Gavaskar oe suamssiw 
both as a captain and batsman? 

told him that he was sleeping and that 
he should come at eight o’clock That 
person said that he was not free latet 
on Sunil suggested in that case he 
should come to the ground The person 
said that as he was busy the whole day 
he had come at that time Sunil said “1 
cannot see you now I am not up as 
yet ” Five minutes later this man 
knocked at Sunil’s door calling out for 
the door to be opened It is not funny. 

Gavaskar had been appointed to 
lead India against England in the 
coming series Did he expect it? “Well 
1 was the captain in the previous tour 
to Australia and New Zealand Having 
led in those Tests 1 knew that at least I 
would be in the running.” 

This season Gavaskar has already 
scored four hundreds Is it a conscious 
effort to get runs when viewed against 
the background of his failures in Au¬ 
stralia and New Zealand? Sunil rumin¬ 
ated for a moment and said “No. You 
do not let your failures dominate you 
just as you do not let your success 
dominate you ” Obviously any ba¬ 
lanced person would analyM his foi- 





[ till ev—where he went wntn^. what he 
j siiouid have dune and tvliat not to do m 
I the liitiire “J have done iu\ bit As tot 
; tnv l)tK stores this season, nrt they are 
I tioi the result ot a (.oiistious etlort to 
j blot out the low scoies Down I'ndei 
! Mv iiitkeiinK upbrifiKin{> has been 
1 sinipls this, that if voii are dump well 
I tnake the must ut it You nevei know 
I when voin liu-k tan change It voii aie 
' sioimg luns you go on Betoie the 
I season began I had set mvselt the 
I Miget ol winning the Wills Trophv. 
i li.iiii Tiopliv and the Duleep Tiophv 
! All mv innings have been aimed to 
I ih.n end ” 

('.avaskai's Hack lecoid seems to 
' suggest that his single-mindediiess ol 
I pm pose IS awesome At J2, (•avask,ii 
h,is sc'oied (i218 inns in a Test caieei 
■ spaniiiiig (>‘l 'I ests ioi an average ot S i 
, Ills peitoimance as captain is that it is 
,1 bn less impiessive In the 24 Tesis he 
I has led India, she has won seven and 
I lost two 

I ' In ,in eftoit to lose weight I do not 
' e,ii lunch l\en at dinnei I regnlale 
m\ eating habit" lonlesses Sunil But 
' it iheie IS one thing that pucks luin it 
i IS when people mention his height as 
' oiliei than his actual live I eel toui 
nil lies 

Hovv does he assess the I nglish 
ii .ini-' Sunil ie))lied, "I ihink ihev aie 
' III inging too inanv last bowleis I think 
, tins attitude has been piompted b\ 
Iwo laitois One. the siiiKss ot Kapil 
l)i\ on Indian wickets and two, the 
i|iiestion niaik againsi Indian batsmen 
when pl.iMiig last bowling Bob Willis, 
|ohn i.evei. t'.i.diain Dillev and I’aiil 
A lion IS a good atr.u k Dillev would be 
ilu' l.isiest while Willis would be e\- 
pei led to do I he most damage 1 evei, 1 
iliink. has been puked op because he 
IS .in exci'lleiil mail But il von scan the 
hsi con will tnul that Ian Boihani is a 
liowlei in his own ihvihin I'.veii (.aa- 
li.nu 0o(u h, it need he, can bowl 
nic‘chinn p.ue He is .i piettv useful 
bowlei III linglisli ( 1 u kel It is tui this 
leasoii that I leel thal the\ have an 
.ilnindance ot t<ist bowling iiclies In 
Ihe ihiet dav games tliev could always 
li.ice iiiilised (utocli I ihnik the eMia 
last how lei has ccnne ,it the e\pense ot 
,1 spinnei And lei me be hoiiesi to sav 
that bv bunging lust Deiek Undei 
wood and John Knilunev thev have 
sni pi ised me Anything can happen on 
toui You can get injured oi he ill I 
also leel the pi event wickets in India 
aie going to be moie IielptuI to spin 
iierv ’■ 

"As for the balling. Bovcoti has 
scoied 780t) runs in lests Onlv Sii 
tlaiv Sobeis has scoied more luns 
Bovcou’s lecoid speaks toi itself 'la- 
care, (jatting, (iow'i'i, (iooch, (leotf 
Cook IS (|iiiie a line line up. Ihis 
b nglish side is like anv oihei Knglish 
side Thev mav not be spectacului but 
they die tutally piofessional We will 
have to earn everything, nothing will 
he given to us” said (racaskai. “Then 
huwleis ate very acc urate It will be a 
good I lelding side ” 

Whdi about Keith Metchei as cap 
tain.' Sunil promptly replied. “I have 
nevji^r iie^n liim leading Maybe you 



Kapil Oev appeals in vain .ipainst Kini Hughes 


should ask me this i|iic'stion at the end 
ol till'senes il.iiiglisi Seiloiislv sjieak 
mg when I cc.is in Kngl.incI Iasi veai I 
nevei placed against I'.ssev. the Conn 
tc which I lethcei leads" 

Whai makes Sunil (iacask.n a goog 
c.ipi.iiii'' What aie his stiong pomis-' 
Dilip S.iicles.ii oinrios “As .i skippiu 
Sunil leads be es.imple His peifoini 
diices eiuoniage his team mates ” On 
the olhei Itand. N.iien ramh.ine leels 
“Siinil IS an otiisjioken pen son and a 
leal less one ,ii that Ihe olhei mem 
heis ol the le.nn knocc that it thee 
have piohienis with .intlioiitv Sunil 
can aiul will sjit-ak loi them It is this ' 
hond ol lovaltc lion is (iavtisU.ii's main '• 
tocvei ot siiengih I his team has hc-eii 
hinll he ,Sunil It it is a stiongcohesice 
imil llie Cl edit should also go to him 
How did Sunil leain alioui Ins 


Yograi Singh is yet to utlise lully his pnlenlial 



.ippmnnnc Ml .e. c.ijii.nm U'lon w.is lu> 
doing .n lion tmif ■ Suml tiidicd, 

" I hec i.iiig up .It mv itsideiiM bin I 
cv.is nol in I loul gone in %ce ,i gil.ic 
Ihe n.iiiie' ii is not limiic ' 

ARl.Y on, in his caieei, Sonil 
(}acask<ir was known to be !i cval- 
kei On cilikel tielils he eiiiovecl the 
leputaiion of being a hatsman who did 
noi wait Ioi the* umpire's decision il he 
knew he w.is oiii Ovei ihe ve.its i 
obviously theie were occasions cvhen, 
though actually not nut, hi li.ul to bow 
to the laised iingeisot the ompnes In 
Aiistialoi, toi instance, in the last lc‘st, 
(•acdskai iili he w.is not oui while 
facing Dennis l.illee The Aiislialoin 
ffist how lei's emphatii .itul .iggiessive 
reaction alteiwaids ensmeci lion the 
incident would lemani euheil on ilu- 
minds ot the nickel l.nis (.acaskai 
was nol salistieil willi sorio lieiisions 
ot the I’.ikist.im iirninres Ss .i 11 suit iil 
his own admission, Oav.isk.ii is no 
longei a walkei At cch.n siagi ol he. i 
caitei itid he (lecide lion he v.i-, not 
going 1(1 he a walkco Mmeovei. did he 
ecei compioniise wiih his conscience'-' 
this IS iioi to suggest lion In was 
cheating I .n fiom lion n peiliaps 
exhibits 111-, aiiiiodc that tin- iiminres' 
cIc'cisKin IS iinal In the Inial .nodvsis, 
sii.nigelc enough, the good ,ind ihe 
had deiisiuns even themselces out 
('.acaskai revealed ih.il cveiv 
iiicketei exi>eiiet<is such incidents 
"Iln-ie ate limes cvhen hi is given 
cvioiigly out .is well as occasions when 
he Is given ihi benefit ol the il-iubt 
One has to lemernber th.n the ninpiie 
IS a human heing and natinalh prone 
loeiiois What one does expel I is that 
the nuinbei oi ciiins connnitied bv a 
'lest umpiie will be veiy few lively 
time a batsman is given log bi-lore, he ■* 













Fml am of Iha pillars of Indian baiting 

feels he is not put, but surely there 
must have been< some times when he 
was out.” ' 

“The incident that changed my 
thinking on the subject occurred dur¬ 
ing a match in the Kanga League, a 
local tournament in Bombay in 1976 I 
knew I was out and started walking 
The umpire called me back and said 
‘Why have you left the crease, I have 
not given you out. I am the man in 
charge and I decide who is out Your 
job is to play, just as my job is to give 
decisions.’ From that day onwards I 
have followed the decision of the man 
m the white coat In today’s cricket 
there is nobody who walks At least I 
have not come across a batsman who is 
a walker I do not want to say that 
these are the side effects of tommer- 
cialisation of the game or for that 
matter the importance attached to 
winning. But the point I must repeat is 
that nobody walks today The only 
walker 1 have known is John Walker 
and he is a New Zealand athlete ” 

As captain of the Indian team what 
kind of wickets does he think will suit 
his players in the forthcoming series 
against England? Gavaskar opined, 
“Keeping in mind the strength and 
weaknesses of our players as com¬ 
pared to those of the English players, I 
reel flat wickets will suit our cause 
Yadov la yol to fuHU what la enpectad of him 




l/lshwanalh and Vangsarkar am pamlino lo aomalhing Both are aspeciaii to nae 
b) Iha occasion 


better—wickets that gradually start 
turning as a result of the wearing of 
the pitch. The reason for which I don’t 
wish them to be spinning tracks is that 
in Derek Underwood and John 
Emburey, England have two experi¬ 
enced and efficient spinners They are 
capable of causing trouble to our bats¬ 
men Underwood has 279 Test wickets 
so you cannot rule out the possibility 
of his bowling a side out.” 

What should be the composition of 
the Indian side^ “Basically, I have 
always been in favour of having five 
batsmen and five bowlers in the Test 
side. And if two of our bowlers can get 
runs as well it takes a lot of pressure 
off our main batsmen. If Syed Kirmani 
and Kapil Dev can get runs we may 
reach a good score,” said Gavaskai. 

Except Gavaskar, none of India’s 
main batsmen seemed to be amid the 
runs this season. Gavaskar has notch¬ 
ed up four tons but the form of the 
others will not give much comfort The 
Indian skipper replied, “I had prob¬ 
lems in Australia. I have spoken to a 
few cricketers about my mistakes 
Down Under Only the coming few 
months will show if 1 have been able to 
work out the right solution Even 
though Vengsarkar and Kapil are 
young they have played quite a few 
Tests. And that is vital experience " 

When the one day cricket was first 
introduced, Gavaskar had said that it 
was not his cup of tea. What does he 
feel now? “For one thing, my fielding 
has improved I may not have been 
exactly Colin Bland, but there was a 
conscious effort on my part to tone up 
my movements in the field,” revealed 
Gavaskar. 


Does he think th.ii the physii-al 
fitness of the other iiienilicis of the 
team is satislastoi v'' tlovaskar replied, 
“As foi people like Kapil Dev and 
Chelan Cliaiihan, I am noi wuiried 
They aie quite keen on their physical 
conditioning I |ust hope the other 
fellows to keep ihem.selvcs fit on their 
own. In this respect, one must appreci¬ 
ate the services of Bernal d Thonfas as 
a physiotherapist The i-.iiglish cricke¬ 
ters owe a lot to him In fad, such is 
the importance ol Mi riionius to the 
English side that on the tour ol India 
he ha.s been appoiiit"cl as assistant 
manager of the team " 

Theie is little iliuibt that Sunil 
Gavaskai is held iii some awe by his 
opponents Saul laii Botham, “His con 
centiation is ania/iiig Ills success is 
the result ui Ins iibiliiy to (oiicentrate 
for a long period of lime In spite of Ins 
shoit height he h.is developed a very 
effective teclinique ag.titi,t lug, tall 
fast bowleis Then, ili.ii stiii* with 
Someiset in the l-.iif.lish Couritv (Jham- 
pinnships in l‘)HO leiiaitilv iinptoved 
ms fielding t)h vi'<, when Gavaskar 
left the Counts at the end of the 
sea.son he w.is .» diifeient fielder 
altngethi 1 ■’ 

Most people li.ive s*'en Gavaskar's 
apnointmtMir as i.'ipi.iin as an obvious 
choice In fad, Sunil himselt was wor¬ 
ried as to who was going to lead in the 
onc-dav iniern.itKaiaK It was only the 
next day when he read the news pap¬ 
ers that he leanit ol Ins captaincy in 
the three one day intei ii.itioiials. be¬ 
cause the mc'ssage that he got that 
night only mentioned his ajipointment 
as captain foi the Test series 

HARESH MUNWANI 
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^portsworld Special 


MCC VS INDIA UNDER-22 


Botham flays the juniors 


HARESH MUNWANl 

T he announcement that the captain 
of the India under 22 ream Ravi 
Shastri was not goin^ to play against 
the touring Englishmen, as he had to 
assist Bombay in the crucial Ranji 
Tiophy tie against Sauiashtra. certain 
Iv I obbed the match of some glamour 
Tamil Nadu opener K Srikkanth took 
over the mantle of captaincy 
The English team decided to rest 
Gooch, Cook, Taylor, Lever and 
L'tulerwood Srikkanth won the toss 
“At that time I was in two minds It 
looked a good hatting wicket Besides, 
I’lme has always had a histot v of being 
d batsman's paiadise But, at the same 
time, the wicket did seem to have life. 
1 iiiallv, we decided to have the first 
knock,’’ he said latei 
Srikkanth and Shashikant Khandkar 
started in great fashion Maintaining a 
inn rale of seven per over both the 
batsmen displayed maturity, while 
squaring up to Bob Willis and Ian 
Botham Graham Hilley replaced Wil¬ 
lis and soon vorked Khandkar when 


the batsman had made 41 Lalchand 
Rajput, who was the new batsman, 
played calmly, but assuredly Willis 
and Botham were bowling too short to 
be effective on this wicket 
tentatively, settled down to plav a 
responsible innings Except for the 
occasional flashing outside the off 
stump the Delhi boy certainly had the 
right temperament On him fell the 
responsibility of ensuring that the 
good start given by the bowlers was 
not wasted Gursharan’s century went 
a long way to consolidate the team’s 
total of 339 for 7 
Vishwanath hooked Botham foi 
four The next delivery was deflected 
unintentionally to the fine leg bound¬ 
ary This treatment got Botham work¬ 
ed up He soon placed* a fielder at 
mid-wicket and deep .square-leg. It did 
not reiiuire much intelligence to know 
that Botham was going to bowl boun¬ 
cers Vishwanath got intimidated, and 
awed by the occasion, immediately 
gave a catch at deep square leg in an 





/an Bomam—ma a biiukrieg 


Lalchand Ra/pul caught by wicketkeopei Richard off Willis 
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effort to hAok. i' 

Srikkanth, the 21>year-o)d electrical 
engineer from Madras,, was stroking 
the ball confidently. It was as if he was 
making up for his failure in the one- 
day CCI President’s XI match From 
just Si balls, he man^d to score 87 
including 18 boui^aries. He was out 
caught behind by Richvds, the re¬ 
serve gioveman of England The En¬ 
glish bowling and fielding were not 
very sharp, but that was.understand¬ 
able as this was the first three-day 
match of the tour. This game, more 
than anything else, served to warm 
them up At lunch, the score read 159 
for 2, and at this stage.lt was difficult 
to say which side was the real under-22 
side. 

Jack Richards brought off a good 
catch on the legside when Rajput tried 
to fend of a rising delivery from Willis. 
Rajput’s contribution was a neat 38. 
Gursharan Singh, who started rather 

Keith Fletcher kept his promise of 
not using the three-day games as gloi- 
ified nets without nets After the 
under-22 side had declared thvii in¬ 
nings at the overnight score of .319 foi 
seven, Fletcher himself declared fhe 
English innings one houi befnie close 
on the second dav with the total read- 



'Manindiir Singh bouils to Tavare 




Narrow escape tor Gurslwan-Mtie Delhi boy scored a century 


mg 219 foi the loss of one si alp Even 
though thev well- 120 iiins behind. 

}• letcliei's detisuiii kept the gjime 
alive \ ei \ tev\ (.apt.iins would ha\e 
done what I letiherhad done i oiisidei 
mg It w.is ilu tiist lliue-dai game the 
tourists well' pla\mg >losi cai>'ams 
would ha\e pieli'iied to gi\e ilieii 
bat smell t.tillable inali It piaitice 
lit a wav, I'li'i, bet's di-i isioii i etlei Is 
the lonlideiue he has m his team 
membeis And with the kind ol expeii- 
eiice the English iiiikeieis possess 
Eletihei pioh.ibK teels it's .i shoit 
mallet ol lime betoie thev gel going 
GeoU Boyioll and thus 'l.ivaie 
openeil the l-nglisli mnmgs Iheiewas 
little to ihuose between then battmg 
st\les it voii je.illv w.mi lo appieiiate 
Boviott’s leihmi|ue .md lemperaiiieni 
then tlieie must be sometlimg unpie- 
diclable .ilioiit rhi' wicket oi ilie bowl 
mg should base some bite In Pune, 
neiihei w.is piesent and Biivioti bad 
absoluieh no dittii iilt\ m hoisting Ins 
12Sth bundled in his 'jOOth Inst class 
match Biwcolt wasunbealen with 101 
Keith I'lelchei looked evi'iv bit a 
good plaver when he compiled % not 
out Said Fieri hci "It was a good 
wiikel (iooil lor the batsmen But 
these lads .tie good I think the lert 
arm spinnei ManiniltM Singh and right 
aim leg spinner (Judge aie pietty 
good ” 

Siikkcinth and Khandkat com¬ 
menced the second innings at just the 
same pace as they had done in the first 
innings In jusi eleven oveis thev had 
put up 82.runs Eveithing was bang 
bang Why is it that wheie Boycott and 
Tavare had found it difficult to get on 
with the job Srikkanth and Khandkar 
were ^oing great guns? Srikkanth felt' 
‘it’s piobablv because both of us are 
attacking batsmen. We like to go fu^- 
our shots.” On the other hand Fletcher 
said; “There is very little a bowfi^r com 















do on this wicket. Besides, my bowlers 
and fielders have not yet warmed up. 
It is our first three-day game.” 

N ot many people must have im¬ 
agined the eventual result The 
English team won with six wickets to 
spare After Srikkanth, Khandkar, Ra¬ 
jput and Ghai had proved that their 
effort in the first innings was not a 
fluke the under-22 skipper declared 
the innings at the lunch score of 180 
for 2. This meant that the visitors had 
to get 301-to win in two and half hours 
plus the 20 mandatory overs 

Said Srikkanth- "Yesterday Fletch¬ 
er declared so I thought I should give 
them a spurting chance It's not a 
tournament and I was just doing my 
bit to keep the game alive ” 

Fletcher switched around the bat¬ 
ting order not only to give his batsmen 
who did not get to oat in the first 
innings a chance but also because he 
was keen to have a go at the target of 
301 

David Gower and Mike Gatting 
opened the innings. The offensive be¬ 
gan at the fail of Gatting’s wicket. 
Gatting fell for 42 in a score of 77 
From the moment he arrived, Ian 
Terrence Botham did not disguise his 
intentions He clouted the bowling far 
and wide. The power and control of his 
shots were simply amazing The fact 
that all nine fielders were on the 
boundary line did not deter him His 
five sixes and ten fours provided am¬ 
ple proof of this Not that it was 
needed, hut Botham made it But the 
under-22 team have only themselves to 
blame Botham was dropped at one by 
Gurhsaran off Maninder and next 



Embure/ to R^esh Dam 






Boycott lakes a singles oH Ghai 


when he had just crossed the 50 mark 
by wicketkeeper Vishwanath off 
Sinha The partnership between 
Botham and Gower was producing 
nearly 15 runs an over 

Botham hooked a no ball from Sinha 
and though Dam took the catch inside 
the boundary line he ran with the ball 
in his hand yards outside the white 
marking and umpire Hanumanth Rao 
forgot to signal the boundray The 
batsmen lan just one and had the 
boundaiv been declared Botham 
would have got his hundred as he fell 
two short of the century maik 

David Gowei played an admirable 
foil to Botham A lour now and then 
and a single to give Botham the .strike 
spoke of the maior lole played by 
Gowei in carving out an English vic- 
torv Gower was tragicallv run out 
when Giaham Dilley lost track ol who 
ivas the senior batsman England 
romped home with foui overs to spare 

Obviously, the under 22 bowling and 
fielding had cracked under the press¬ 
ure The onslaught by Botham and 
Gower had thrown utter confusion In 
their ranks 

Fletcher remarked "Graham Dilley 
bowled a good quick spell on the third 
day Srikkanth is a good bat. Gurshar- 
an IS very sound and has the right 
temperment." 

Pix: NIKHIL BHATTACHARYA 
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C. f. NAYUDU TROPHY 

Nbrth still rich in talent 


T his year’s C. K Nayudu Trophy 
under-22 inter-zonal championship 
was jet another forum for the Noith to 
display the nc|i cricket talent it has in 
this age group They duly won the 
trophy, defeating Central Zone in the 
four-day final by virtue of a massive 
first innings lead of 207 tuns The 
Central batting came into its own only 
111 the second innings, but by then the 
match was reduced to one of mere 
statistical interest 
Chandu Borde, the national youth 
selection panel chairman, aftei closely 
watching the “colts" in the 12 day 
tournament, announced the team to 
play against the visiting Englishmen at 
Piine F'cnr of the lads who found 
favour belonged to the North A fifth 
who deserved a place—opening bats¬ 
man Naviyot Singh Sidhu of Punjab— 
was not chosen because he was not 
available for the tournament and the 
selectors had no chance to watch him 
Sidhu, who was one of the successful 
pitiyeis of the last under 22 toui of 
Piigland, was busv with commitments 
for his Patiala school One hopes Borde 
and his colleague^ will not forget the 
youngstei totally The four north play¬ 
ers chosen were batsmen Deepak 
Chopra and Gursharan Singh, quick 
bowlet Kaiinder Singh Ghai and left 
aim slow Maninder Singh. All bui Ghai 
an from Delhi Ghai, who tirsi hii the 
lu-adlines playing against the touring 
Pakistani youth team thiee seasons 
ago, IS from Jullundur 
Delhi’s recoid ol contribuiing three 
players to Ravi’ Shastii’s under-22 
sijuad was also matched by Kanpur 
which IS the home of opening batsman 
Shashikant Khandkar, opening bowler 
Vishwajit Sinha and off-spinner Copal 
Sharma, who needs no introduction to 
the followers of the game. 

CaptanuK North Zone, Btaepak 
Sha^nu, win a steady 96, helped Us 
teadi pile up a foimidable 467, whkh 
also incliiiM knocks of 87 by at^sli 
Gursharan Singh, 58 by Ruginder 
Singh and 75 not out by Ghai, Uha, of 


late, has also developed into a uselul 
bat Ghai had eailier made 4.1 against 
South in a rain-afferted semi final to 
show the improvement he ha*- 
achieved in this department 

Central Zone, for whom Khandkar 
(59) and Yusuf Ah (60) partnered in a 
century (110) stand tor the fust wick 
et, lost to Manmder Singh, who ran 
through the innings with his left-arm 
spin bowling to come out with tiguies 
of SIX for 77 All out for 260 in the first 
innings. Central were 376 tor thiee 
w hen they declared then innings with 
thiee mandatory overs remaining Par- 
vez Ahsan Khan and Sanjav Miidkavi 
wore batting with 157 and 110 Both 
these boys should be in the news moie' 
often in future 

I ast '/one's Rajesh Dam began ihe 
louiiiaineiit with a ceiitiiiv against 
Cential on the opening day ol then 
quaiiiji-final match It was a masteiK 
mmngsot 142 which hel)>ed f asi loach 
a total ol 290 This resjH'ctahli’ score 
was oveitaken hv Cential, whose 299 
iiuluded a toji stoic of 9H l>\ Yusuf All 
and an cxdMng lasi wicket stand ol 41 
hctweeii l)tb Rash (25 nor outi and 
V^a^ < i(<i 1-ven il Dam's iiimtigs did 
mil hclji I'asi win. the impi<‘s->ion it 
iicaicd on the selectors was lasting 
enough lot them lo remembei the 
jil.ivei when they met seveial days 
laiei lo select the team lot the Pune 
nititi h 

In llie lain spoiled semi linals North 
<i\ el whelmed South and Cential los 
sed West out The loss was ordered 
bet ause neitliei team could complete 
then tiisi innings The highlight of this 
march ivas a century bv Khandkar 

The small band of faithfuls con 
(inued lo turn up at ihe final ai 
Ferozestiah Kolia in spite of the action 
taken by the Land and Development 
fMficei of the Union Works Ministry 
by sealing the buildings and taking 
over the gtound The office cited 
violation bv the Delhi and Districts 
Association of a certain clause in the 




Gursharan Singh 

lease agieemeni as the itMson lor the 
at lion Bui iinket wi'nt on, as it, 
lio|>etiill\, will do III the davs .ihead 
I lie inatiei is m ilie High Conn whuli 
gave a sia\ oidei on a win li,- tin 
DDt A 

Ihe woik ot Boide and Ins lol 
leagiii s on ili(> voiiih selei lion < oinnnt 
tee has pisl begun lliev w’lll nii el 
again laici iii the si ,ison lo select 
alioiit 20 biivs loi the naliomil voiith 
c •(m]> imdei H K Adhik.iii Mans 
siuingsieis who wi II'unable 10 gel the 
nod ioi a jilaii in the ream tin ihe 
Pune mall li w ill Iiini iheinselves in the 
list till llie c.ini)) As till Adlilkaii, the 
colonel will mil he ilis.i|>|ioimed wilh 
■ he maleii.il sent iiji in him to be 
jiotished .iiid gloomed 
Sc Ol es 

Uuarlc'i-tiiidl F-asi 290 (Kalsan Dhal 
28,1’lomih Dev 20 K.ijesh Dam 142, V 
Smha 4 loi 81 A Assawa f foi 71) and 
141 till t (Dam 21, C Biswal 71, K P 
Singh 2 toi 211 

Central 299 iViistil All 98. S Anaiid 
52. R P Singh 12, Deb Rash 25. A 
Bhaitachai v<i 5 toi 87. I tliaiiuijee 2 
till 68, G Shome 2 lor 56) 
(iemi-Final; South 128 (Abdul Azeem 
32, S Vishwaiiath W, K. S Ghai t fur 
43, Deepak Sharma 3 for 21. Manmder 
Singh 3 for 25) and 53 for 6 (R S Ghai 
4 for 18, Gurpieei 2 ftp 6) 

North 253 (Dc*epak Pharma 38, Gur- 
preel 24. Amai leei 67. Rajbinder 
Singh 28, R. S. Ghai 43, Klianvilkar 4 
lor 48.1. Shn araniakrishnan 3 fur 85). 
Central 183 (S. Khandkar 103, S. Mnd- 
Lavi 22, Amar Petiwala 5 fur 42, Sunil 
tiudge .3 for 86) 

tVrst 103 toi 7 (S Kshirsaear 46 not 
«iut. V Siiihd 2 fur 34, Gojpal Sharma S 
t(M 25) 

Final: North 467 (Deepak Sharma 96i, 
Rajesh Rai 28. Araar)eei 26, Gurshar- 
nn Singh 87, Rajinder Singh 58, R. S. 
Ghai 75 not out, V Sinha 5 for 116, H. 
A. Ansari 2 for 104) 

Cenlral 260 < S. Khandkar 59, Ya&uf Ali 
<i(l. Parvez Ahsan Khan 43. Maninder 6 
lor 77) and {76 tor 3 deci (S. Khand- 
kai 29. Vusiil All 65. Paiver Ahsan 
khan 1.57 not out. S Mudkavi 110 nut 




















News: International 


How I won the 
Masters 


B efore 1 left Copenhagen to play in 
the World Cup at Kuala Lumpur 
last month, my coach Svend Carlsen 
told me that this year I had been the 
runncisup at three majoi tourna¬ 
ments In the Danish Open I lust to 
Morten Frost Hansen, at the All- 
England, King beat me and at the 
Masters Luan Chin was the winner 
Carlsen further told me that if 1 could 
nor win at Kuala Lumpur, it would 
affect me psychologically He gave the 
example of hens They always move 
about in the same order It once a 
particular hen is second, it will forever 
be second Carlsen said that should not 
happen to me He said. “If you keep 
losing to othei players m the final, 
your conlidentc'will he affected ” 

At Kuala Lumpur, though there 
were both men’s and women’s sec 
tinns, the competition in the men's 
section was bigger Theie were four 
groups with four players in each 
group Malaysia's Sidek Yang Kcsan, 
the Chinese Junior Champion and 
Sten Fladberg wei c in my group Sidek 
had beaten me at the London Masteis 
last year So I was a bit cautious I won 
against all these three players to top 
the group 
In the 

semi-final, I was 
to play against 
Chen Chang Ji af 
China. Chen had 
beaten me at the World. Games in 
July in the semi-finals That was the 
first tune the Chinese players were 
participating in an international com¬ 
petition. Chen is a very attacking 
player. As he had won the last encoun¬ 
ter at the WorM Games in Santa Clara 
only at 18-14,18-16, the pressure was 
on him. At Kuala Lumpur I was return¬ 
ing well. I was moving about well and 
was able to catch the muttle high. Hus 
meant that he could nm smash very 
often and it was his main weapon 1 
won 15-8, 15-6. In the other semi-final 
Han'Jian beat Hadyanto. 

1 beat Jian at the Mastersin London 
My game clicked at Kuala Lumpur too, 
and 1 won 15-0 and 16-16. Before that I 
was not supposed to come to Bombay. 
But arfaen I niamplied, 1 tbmight iS 
smppsng aver in hadiin m ipaarf a few 


PRAKASH PADUKONE 

ddys After that I went to Copenhagen 
and trained for a fortnight I did some 
running Mainly we run in the forests 
1 really enjoy running around (he 
woods It IS a pity we do not have them 
in India In Copenhagen the weather is 
dull and in winter, it is dark for the 
most pa> t of the day So 1 look forward 


to jogging It IS quite interesting. The 
air IS fresh and the grolknd is strft—so 
it IS easy on the legs. If you run on the 
hard roads, like the ones in India, it 
can be tou^ for the legs. Of course, 
Copenhagen is very cold but it is not 
boring. 

There is no particular tune for my 
nuining It depends mainly on when 
Cadaen ts free. By ptmbtmimt Carlsen 


is a dentist So, whenevei he is no 
busy, we run. We meet once a week tt 
discuss the next week’s programme 
and measure the performances re 
corded We also talk about my impor 
tant tournaments and when 1 shoulc 
teach my peak form Another thinj 
that we do is to sprint for an hour Wi 
spiint foi four minutes at a time, thet 
'take rest foi half a minute, and resumi 
once again We do this about 12 times 
Of c ourse, I pi actise badminton too 
Twice a week I plav with Morten, onct 
a week with a Swedish player and will 
the No 1 player of Norway Even 
Tuesday and Thursday 1 plav with th< 
members of my club I do this becausi 
I think It IS very important to prac tis< 
with various types of players Other 
wise, if you practise with one playei 
only, you can become stereo-typed 

A I'TER going back to Copenhagen 
played in two local tournament: 
and an exhibition match in Belgium li 
Sweden, one day the well-known po[ 
gioup, Abba, asked me to have tei 
with them 1 have always liecn fond o' 
their music They want me to play i 
badminton match in Sweden 
After two days of holiday in Banga 
lore 1 arrived at Pune an the eighth ol 
Novmber. I had two practice sessiaM 
before the tournament began. My fuw 
match was against Ray Steveoa. A1 
the players on the first day found thr 
shuttles very fast. We were usu^ the 
RSL shuttles which are the best But. I 
understand why the English cranpanj 
that manufactures th^ shuttles ii 
closuig down. They have a big stod 
and are rum not ve^ careful albam 
controHing the quality of their pm 
ducts. the players soiKsted to the 
organisere that they shoiud expoae dr 
shuttles to sunlight or a strong electrii 
loBip. This way the taorsnire woald hr 
absorbed and the bird would sloa 
down. I also suggested that the ieaih 
ers be faent slightly. This trould opes 
the shuttle a bit more and would nffa 
greater resistance to the air whict 
would ButomaticaUy slow it d orm. (M 
course, as a result of this the sbnnlei 
would not last long, but the main poini 
was that it must have the carreo 
Bg rf aad dl the players shoaU la 
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Ladies doubles winners—England s Nora Perry and Jane Webster 



Against Stevens I took time to settle 
down. I was a bit slow. He was leading 
5-1, but at that stage 1 found my touch. 
He won only one point after that. The 
final score was 15-6,15-5 in my favour. 
As the scores suggest, I was playing 
much better in the second game. Next 
dav I played against Thomas Khil- 
strom of Sweden. 

At the London Masters in Septem¬ 
ber,'he stretched me to three games..! 
won the first game at 15-7, but found 
that on many occasions my shots were 
going over the line Since I rely on 
accuracy and touch, this worried me. It 
was only after I changed sides and 
played the first point niat I realised 
that there was a slight draught in the 
stadium. Unlike in other stadia, I 
could not detect where it was blowing 
from, but it was there all the time. 

Off hand it was difficult to pinpoint, 
but at times the bird was travelling 
fast and the baseline errors took place 
more often than is expected of top 
players. I don’t think Khilstrobi was 
aware of it, because he was upset by 
his numerous errors which gave me a 
11-2 lead. He was angry and disgusted. 
He snll thought that the shuttles were 
fast. At one stage he gave his racket to 
a linesman and asked him to show how 
he should play Finding him upset, I 
went and told him that there was 
nothing wrong with the shuttles. It was 
the wind that was the cause of hts 
errors He seemed greatly relieved, 
but still lost the game 2-15 

The next day was a rest day for me. 
But soidetimes a rest day can have its 
side effects too. In my match against 
Jens Nierhoff, I found myself too slow 
in the beginning No doubt, he played 
very well. He has a hard smash But my 
problem was that I just could not get 
going. 1 was slow and that caused a lot 
of difference in my game I was 
reaching the toss or the drive late and, 
to add to my problems, he was good 
and fast at the net He wa.s smashing 
teally well If 1 tossed, he was 
smashing with telling effect As a 
result, I lost the confidence to toss 1 
was reluctant because he was winning 
the points. I was, somehow nr other, 
givinj^ It to him at midcourt, which 
made it even easier for him to smash I 
just could not control the shuttle and 
sent it to the baseline. 1 was sluggish 
on the flanks too. I would hav» liked to 
make rallies and make him run, but as 
I was not getting my correct length, he 
was finishing off the rallies at mid¬ 
court. I felt bad about losing to him 
and was growing disappointeci. I analy¬ 
sed the defeat and realised that the 
problems originated from my slow 
movement on (he court. Yet 1 made it 
to the final from my group because 
both my other victories were in 
straight games, while Khilstrom had 
been stretched to three games by Ray 
Stevens. It is natural for any player 
that once he reaches his peak form, 
the downward trend starts sooner or 
later after he gets an off day. I was at 
my best in Kuala Lumpur and Nierhoff 
got me on my bad day. The ideal thing 
would be to take a rest day after you 
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•c/'iij/f".' chnmpipn Zheng 'iiili 'Pdpf: foi 
,1 ‘ftiir't to Ami Ghig m Ihe fingl 

lidd attained your peak, but I cannot 
do this because in between matches in 
the bi 4 tournaments 1 have to play for 
mv sponsors 1 am a licenced player 
and I am not complaining, but 1 have 
commitments at the same time This 
however, is not to blame my sponsors. 


Zhang Yuli who won the ladies* 
event at the Indian Masters, is just 
eighteen and she is not' even 
iVuinerci Uno m China That credit 
belongs to Zhang Ailing. 

Rudy Herj'anto and Kartono, the 
men’s doubles specialists who hail 
from Indonesia, are both 27 srears 
old. Kartono is originally from Java 
while Heryanto is from Jakarta. 
They came together after they were 
picked by the national association 
tor further training at the National 
Badminton Training Centre at 
Jakarta Thev have been playing 
together foi four yeais now This 
year at the All-England Cham¬ 
pionships thev won the title beating 
s'ix-time winners of the title, Tjun 
T)un and Wahjudi Heryanto said 
that “any doubles team should play 
d lot together so that they get used 
to each other Also, they must have 
good sparring partners " 

☆ ☆ 

A few of the tinning English 
cncketcis watched the last two i 

Liem Swie King tiains thioughimt the 
year with one gocil in mind—winning 
the .Ml-hngland title After playing 
here he takes four mouths off and then 


days play at the tournament. ‘ 
Among thoM! who were present 
t^ere John Lever, Herek Under¬ 
wood, Graham Gooch,’Bob Taylor 
and Bernard Thomas, the Assistant 
Manager Trust our over-zealous 
officials to announce on the public 
address system that the “great 
white men” had condescended to 
sit with us. For God's sake why do 
we have to fall over each ocher to 
please foreigners? They do not ex¬ 
pect to be,treated differently. It is 
we who pamper them 

After Prakash had won the last 
point to clinch the title, he threw up i 
his arms in lustomary fashion—an I 

action that has now tome to he • 
accepted as the done thing when 
you win the title And slinuied, 
'Yahoo’ 

Then he came off louit and 
touched his fathei's teei It was the 
first pme the Padiikones weie 
watching their son win u mdtm 
tournament 

HARESH MUNWANI 

his coach starts dll over again 

T he best match ol the toiiniainetit 
was the semi final encountei be 
tween Han Jian and lladvanto I iliink 











H an JIAN cones from the pro- 
rince of Liao Ning in North 
China. Born on June 6, 19S6 
took to badminton only at rite age 
of 17. “No one played badminton in 
the province because it wai vei^ 
cold. Our province had nev» par* 
ticipated tn the Nationals and con¬ 
sequently the game was not popu¬ 
lar in the province", said ii«r.’. 

“Early on I used to play mtbai.l, 
table tennis and bask^bal}. IVhen 1 
took up badminton 1 reaUsed that 
because of playing the other games 
I did not have rite right pl^sical 
fitness. To play baominton you 
have to be strong. If you have the 
stamina you will be i^ected- And 
so the chances of being selected are 
very good", informed Jian. “For my 
first tournament 1 trained just 15 
days. I played in our country’s 
Nationals in 1973. By 1977, I was 
ranked third tn China’’. Jian, who 1$ 
169 cm tali, is superbly fit. He say$ 
in broken English: “Our country is 
very big and i^he only time you meet 
the other players is at major com¬ 
petitions Every province has good 
players We do the same training ah 
the other players in the worid." 
Jian who has a sports degree from, 
the university considers Liem Swie 
King as the best player. “Today, 
nobody can win all the tourna¬ 
ments Sometimes you are not weU« 
sometimes you are hurt. But King is 
above the others. LuaA Qiin, Chen 
Chang Ji, Prakash, and Frost Han¬ 
sen are one class below Khtg. Pra¬ 
kash is a good player, but faaS' 
beaten King only once. I do not 
want to say anything about myself. 
But, for the record, 1 have braten 
King twice”. 


T he Danish, girl Kristen tarsen 
asked for a postponement of her 
match with India’s Ami (%ia as she 
was ill. The Chief Referee granted 
the request. But. ob^ously, there 
was a difference ef onimion aiaemg 
the BAI officMk io QMt regara. 

t)ne school of tbon^ informed 
that earlier when the IiUUans 
approached Larsen asking if she 
would like to play her match on 
Friday as Ami Ghia had to play 
three matches on. Thunday and 
none on Friday, the Danifli. girl 
teFused But a few hours'later when 
Lhrsen reported sick, the Indians 
accommodated her. Some officials 
thought that since it was a priae 
money tournament, if one was un¬ 
well he should give a walkover. 

On the other hand was the 
reasoning that the Chief Referee 
was satisfied with the medical re¬ 
port .s and gave the postponement 
order without consulang Ami Gtna. 


it an upriiriu spin geFngg.1 
happens iS'riiat wbcq.iiig 
receiving this serve,'iBip . 
comes to him invei^.VlB' 
words, the cork of dw jfati 
sway from the racfcetw|iea.'1«ldM: 
on the other side of 
quite some time befdns 
read such a service”. 

. • . . M'. 
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T he petite Lie-Ing'Ho Ivena bag 
an impressive tndt record. Jn 
1980, she reached the finals qf the 
Danish Open; Swedish Open agd 
the Jakarta World Champions Oinu ‘ 
In 1981, she was riie Mituicr-«p>« 
the Swedish Open ana Ktude LuOl-. 
pur. The same year, -she rpacbed 
the semi-finals of riie AlLEngia™ 
Badminton Champitmwlp. 
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IhekpBgi GpnHe in Jakarta. We 
Base- four eaiest scouts in Rudy 
Harmho. Xristafn, Miparni and 
Jaubari who go to tournaments to 
watch young uleat. 

' ."^i am to win more often 1 will 
hhve'tn^coiicentrate harder, be pa¬ 
tient jim relaxed in the games. But 
-f’am ieamli^ and the experience 
shohUijdfnve haefur. Ivana opined, 
f’Xh^'.ndhm girls don’t train as 






uronderful stamina 
jwrimeofces: She is very strong too". 




Nmrhofl caused an upset beatingprakash 


L'nmcteat^t 


r 

[d .the week w 

on 


said; “1 bad netbi 
t was the «heaBp.4g 
ftoot «t lris,iMSM crowd aod was 
we. Ittalnk he was a hft 
giSM was tentgrive 
nhifced second in.' 
’^tottSmoatan 


Mr*#’ . ^ #17^'s »i Pac.na camera is 
/.?/* H,uiVtfnto 







































JW 








t ftiH.i s /-/lid ./i.»j) (rt ,ulioii ,iQdini,t P/a/kJSft f'nduhonp m Ihp nwn.s sitiqlp^. IhmI 


if you are talking about quality of 
badminton, it was a good example But 
if one were to go by the scores, the 
final would be the automatic choice. 
Indonesia’s Hadyanto started in great 
fashion He was aggressive He was 
creating the openings for smashing. 
But his problem was that he could not 
maintain the consistency He ran out 
of steam In the second game he was 
leading 14-11, only to lose the game 
eventually 

Han Jian is a born fighter and is 
very cool He has a simple game and 
has a set pattern of playing irrespec¬ 
tive of the man on the other side of the 
net He has a strong and deceptive 
overhead Particularly his overhead 
crosscourt drop or smash, is lethal If 
you.dribble at the net with Jian and 
then he dribbles and if you dribble 
again, Jian will lift the shuttle 
Hadyanto knew this and took full 
advantage of it All the time the In¬ 
donesian was looking for the opening 
to dribble and then smash Jian’s high 
.shuttle Han Jian is very quick and 
consistent. But he finds it difficult to 
vary the game But he is fit and fast 
And this IS where he scores over his 
opponents by wearing them down 
Jian relies on solidity If things are not 


going his way, there is very little he 
can do about it 

For the final, 1 had decided I was not 
going to sleep too long—just in case 1 
was going to be sluggish I had eight 
hours of sleep 1 went for a walk 1 
wanted to go and have some practice 
at the stadium As usual, I started 
slowly I was reaching the shuttle a bit 
late. I was always a little behind the 
shuttle when I wanted to toss or drib¬ 
ble It was a fast-paced first game. Jian 
won 15-9 I could not change the pat¬ 
tern 1 remembered on our previous 
match in the Masters at London. That 
time he won the first game 15-11 and it 
was the first time I was playing him 
Then I started serving low and that 
paid dividends Ovei here I resorted to 
the same tactic I slowed down the 
pace and with everything coming flat 
and low to him, he was immediately on 
the defence. Compaied to his back¬ 
hand, Jian's forehand is vincible I 
began exploiting this theory 

With the scqre 6-1 in my favour, it 
became appaoent to me that my game 
had achieved rhythm I began serving 
flat, forcing him near the net Next, I 
would dribble and then invariably 
Jian would lift the shuttle and 1 would 
push It down. My tactics paid off With 


him on the defence, my overall game 
picked up Rut this was not my natural 
game This day I smashed more than I 
normally do. When I trounced him at 
Kuala Lumpur, I think I was more 
positive in my plav Hut he is a great 
fighter He hung on tenaciously From 
8-1 in the last game he climbed to 14-8 
and then to 14-12 I think there was a 
change-over of service seven times. 1 
was 111 a hiiriy to finish the match and 
he saved seven match points Finally, 
in a rally 1 smashed "> Ins ’orehand 
and he missed 

I was veiv t>xii(ecl and this was my 
home crowd It was a gieat relief My 
fneiuls and iamilv members weic al¬ 
ways lemincling me that I must win 
because it would be the first win they 
would be watching All this time, they 
had heaid and leaii about my triumphs 
in majoi touinaments This was an 
added pressure on me Since I had won 
the Ail Fiigland title, this was my first 
big will in India 

The tournament was very wtll orga¬ 
nised The laciiities were excellent 
Now. 1 will be going back to 
Copenhagen to play in the Scandina¬ 
vian Masters in November 

Pics Nikhil Bhdltacharya 




Aimcf Mrm* 


WORLD POWERLIFTtN^ 


Americans still the best 

MANOJIT BASU, president of the Indian 
^werlifting Federation, reports on the 

championship 




T his is the fust time ihjt the W’ltrld 
PoweriiUin*! (’h.inipioiiships have 
been he/d iii t/ie ('asteiii heniispheie 
of the will Id. As an appointed oif'ant 
s'ational h'adei of tlie lecentlv held 


Worlds at Calcutta’s Netaji Indoor 
Sradiiim, I like to expiew mv gratitude 
to all well-wishers, lovers of this disci¬ 
pline and other organisations con¬ 
nected with us in making this meet a 



/j^: 


t oven* 


This IS the dead lift 

gland success Thus a lung cherished 
dream ot fostering the development 
and interest in powerlifting in Asia has 
been fulfilled 

1 cannot also remain oblivious of the 
generosity of both the State and phn- 
tral (Governments in sanctioning 
gi aius-in-aid *l'huu|th the Government 
of West Bengal (Spoits Branch) has 
provided us with the Netaji Indoor 
Stadium It has also chaiged us Rs. 
.15,000—Rs 5,000 per day for a period 
ol foul days plus a security deposit.of 
Rs 15,000 

1 was intimated by the Sports’ 
I 'Branch that the State (Government has 
sanctioned an amount of Rs 1.5 lakh 
tor Woild Powerlifting, but suiprising- 
ly enough, the money has not yet to 
come C>n the otherhand, the Centre 
has sent a bank draft of Rs 40,000-as 
part payment subject to the audit 
report foi the remaining Rs. 10,*000 
The total cost of staging th.'s cham¬ 
pionship was about Rs 6 lakhs uf 
which we aie expecting to retrieve Rs 
4 5 lakhs 

I feel proud that our organisation 
had succeeded in its venture. But it 
would not have been possible to 6rga- 
nise such a championship, had wh not 
received good support from-Tata iron 
& Steel Company at the initial stage. 

The opening ceremony of the cham- 
pionship was a brilliant one. Each 
team, with placard bearer (girl) and 
followed by flag bearer, marched into 
the stadium 1 regret that the Presi¬ 
dent of the International' Powerlifting 
Federation, Victor Mercer of U.K., had 
to inaugurate the championsbi!|;i as no 
Governtnent officials were present at 
the ceremony 

One novel feature of the Worlds is 
that dope testing has been introdwtdd 
tor the first time, and this has acihaliy 
invalidated the claims of Joe Bre^cy 

•try 


9/) 



I VSt>kx Hfrayuki Isagawa (Japan) and 
Kullervo Laftipella (Finland) to par¬ 
ticipate in any (niwerlihing cham- 
pionshtp for the next 12 months They 
have also been deprived of their med 
dls and their recordN weie also not 

consideied 

Records toppling in such ivpes ot 
meet are a common fearuie and the 
one at the Calcutta Wot Ids was no 
exception—five previous world le 
cords have been betteied Mike 
Bridges (I'SA) in bench press and 
total, lliroyiiki Isagawa (Japan) in 
bench piess and Joe Rradlev (U .“s A ) 
III squat and bench piess. 

Hideaki Inaba (Japan), who is seven 
times world champion in the fiZ kg 
lategorv put up a good peitoimancc 
and won the gold loi the eighth lime, 
but he could not suipass his pievioiis 
lecoid Chuck Diinber (Ul>A) who 
holds the woild mark iii bench piess 
also could not oveicome it 

Though loi the lust nnie J.ipanese 
liltei Isagawa set up a n"w hencli 
press maik m the kg class and won 
the gold, vet he was unlortunaielv 
I deprived ot both the record and the 
medal because the dope test touiid 
him guilty Isagawa's disc|iialiticaiion 
enabled N Bhaiio ot Knglaiid to 
occupy the second place and H | 
Joseph (India), who was originally in 
I the fifth positnin, was piomoted to 
I lout I h place 

; III the (>() kg class, Lamai (lant 
(U S A)--tive times woilcl cham|)icm— 

I poll the gold as usual but his peitoim 
•nice was not up to the expc-ctation As 
Toe Biadley (I’.SA) was out of the 
t'liiriiamenl, the second berth holdei 
.Steve Alexander (Cieat Biitaiii) 



Mike Bnages, lUSA) -best overall performance 



U S coach (letl) Jan Todd wilh Chuck Dunber ine S2 kg champion 


Walked away with the gold in 7ft kg. 
class, thus increasing his country’s 
total points 

Mike Bridges (USA) who ]>ur up 
the best performance in (he cham¬ 
pionship, occupied the top spot m the 
K2 'i kg class establishing a world total 
record of 94S kg. Ron Collins ((Jreat 
Britain)—futii nines woild cham¬ 
pion—was eliminated trom the cham¬ 
pionship as he failed in all his three 
squat attempts 

In the 90 kg hiacket, Walter Tho¬ 
mas, a Negro from New Orleans, par¬ 
ticipated aftei two yeais and won the 
gold The second and thud positions 
wt*ie otcupit-d l)v K Mait.sson 
(.Sweden) •ind Bill West (laeat Bri¬ 
tain). lespeciivels Reijo Kivmtha of 
l-iiiland won the gold in 110 kg class 
with a total ot 920 kg tollowc'd by his 
coiiniivmati ilariiiu Saaielineii 

In 12‘"> kg class, the ZT vear-old 
Ameiicaii, Kinie llackert wiester! first 
plate with a big margin of 9(r2 S kg. 
iollowed liY 'lom Magee (Canada) and 
)on Piiu Sigmaisson (Iceland) in 
second and thud |>ositions 

The I' S A achieved the raie honour 
for Its overall pet lot malice as a team 
consecutivelv lor thiee vd.iis followed 
hv (treat Briiaiu and l-iiilatul Mike 
Bridges (USA) was the best ol all ihe 
participants 











Sportsworld Serial 


A great loss 

In the third instalment of the book “Where do I 
go from here?” George Best recounts with the 
agony his mother went through for his 
behaviour. The book is published by Queen 
Anne Press Macdonald & Co., London and is 
priced £ 6.95 


B y 1966. however, the newspapers 
were covering more than just (Jeoi- 
gie Best’s football career. The car 
accidents, however minor, weie made 
to sound sensational If I hit someone, 
few newspaper reports if any would 
mention it happened in that half-light, 
half-dark period around lighting up 
time, or that a person, holding an 
umbrella low to keep off the driving 
rain, stepped from the pavement in 
front of the cat which was moving 
slowly at the time “George Best 
knocks down pedestiian’’ had my 
mother on the phone in minutes, and 
she would then have to be reassured 
that everything was all right I wasn’t 
going to he prosecuted and thrown in 
prison There was a rumour in 1968 
that I’d lu-en killed in a cai crash It 
circulated like wildfiie before I ar¬ 
rived back in Manchester to show it 
was a malicious hoax But for several 
hours my family had to live in uncer 
tainty so, too, did the family of the 
girl 1 wai; driving home from London 
Then the tootballer became the 
playboy and every aspect of my pri¬ 
vate life was under scrutiny The foot¬ 
ball began to go sour around 1970 and 
the stones became sourei They struck 
my mother hardest, for I had always 
been her favourite, her first-born, and 
there was no way she could defend me 
now Of attempt to protect me Telling 
her not to believe half of what .she 
read was to no avail As mothers do, 
she turned mv shot tcoinings into self- 
criticisin, asking where she had gone 
worng and questioning hei beliefs 
just as after the death of my grand¬ 
father, she grew very intiospective, 
searching through her religion for a 
leason why he had been so suddenly 
taken 

Nor did I help by staying away from 
home for long intervals At first I’d be 
back in Belfast eveiy month, it 
seemed Then it was every three 
months; then every six And as the 
visits became less regulai, so it be¬ 
came more difficult to return Or 
perhaps it was .simply becoming easier 
not to return 1 could have written, but 
I didn’t Even early on it was Mrs 
Fullaway who wiote to my mother with 
rfews of my welfare I remember tele¬ 
phone numbers but never birthdays 
Yet a birthday remembered takes on 


such importance, as does one that is 
forgotten My mother shouldn’t have 
needed to phone Mrs Fullaway every 
week to see how 1 was, 1 should have 
been phoning her But, like my father, 
she didn’t want to trouble me It was 
the same with money. The press knew 
before I did that my father had been 
on unofficial strike for seven weeks in 
1970 with no money coming in except 
the social security and what my two 
eldest sisters could contribute At that 
time there were three young children 
to support So many times 1 told them 
they had only to pick up the phone, 
but I’ve come to realise that is not the 
same as being there to h^lp out 
In public, too, life wa$ becoming 
more of a strain for my mother Where 
once the problem had been to cope 
with being a minor celebrity, she now 
had to bite her tongue as she listened 
to people around her running me 
down. Occasionally'^ it became too 


Ok* Beat, Gaorjja'a tatfwr, some of his bast 
adwae—'taka H without ffslHng-ataamad up"— 
shouki haoa been h eeded by Oeotge 




iieorge celebraiing one of Manchester United's 
most lamous inctones winning the European Cup 
aeml-llnal against Heal Madrid alter being down 
3-2, and ultimately winning 4-3 

much, as h.ippencd one night when shi- 
and my fathei weie leaving then so 
cial club While niv fathei waitei* to 
call a taxi, iny rnothei went into the 
ladies' clockioom where anolhei 
woman, recognising her, asked if she 
was Mis Best 

“Yes”, said mv iiiothei, living to 
back out of the room as ijuicklv as 
possible 

“George Best’s mother'-’" continued 
the woman, going up to her 

“Yes”, replied my mother, hoping 
she might want an autogiaph or a 
photograph the wav manv people tlid 
“I’m Mrs Best ” 

“Well”, began the othei, “I think 
your son’s a disgiace to Ireland He’s 
. and she laid into mv mnthei with 
a full rundown of all my failings It was 
nothing new for my mothei, but this 
time she snapped tip came her hand 
and she smacked the woman right in 
the mouth Immediately realising what 
she had done, she dashed fiom the 
clockroom in search of my father 

“Dicky' Dicky!” she yelled at him 
“Jump into the taxi We’ve gt.t to get 
away from here!” 

They didn’t go back to the club for 
weeks afterwaids, but today my father 
laughs at the story and I wish I’d been 
there to see it 

H owever, i was so busy with— 

and creating—my own pioblems 
that I had little time for anyone else’s. 
The irony of it was that, in seeking an 
escape from my own life through 
drinking, I was creating an image 
which was, in turn, causing my mother 
to find solace the same way. It was not 
immediately obvious, but as the 197Qs 
progressed it became more so until, 
somewhere between 1972 and 1975 









Hi fans' Pop-star welcome lor the ' filth Beetle" after United s amval in London lor the 
I European Cup hnai against Benefice 


.one (if mv aunts called on me to return 
home. 

“We’re getting wuined about your 
mother”, she told me. "She seenis so 
depres.sed all the time, there's no get 
lip and go about hei any more Come 
home and talk to her.” 

But 1 knew alieady, from what my 
Sisters were telling me, that something 
vs .IS vviong. During the time I lived at 
' liome I had no recollection ot my 
p.iient.s diguing Now, it .seemed, they 
vveie Mv father would leturn home 
iiom work, my mother would have 
been dunking duiing the afternoon, 
something would be .said, angry words 
spoken, and mv lather would go off foi 
a lew <)uiet drinks with his pals When 
he went home he'd find my mother in a 
woi se (.oiidition She couldn't see what 
she was doing to herself, but then 
neitliei could 1 see what 1 was doing to 
I mvsell And 1 was dragging both of us 
I down 

! 'I'hev put on a party when 1 went 
I hack, a get-together for miisi of tlie 
I lamilv Rather like the New Year's 
l.\e pal ties of better days when the 
I whole clan would gather in true Scot- 
I iisli II adit ion and there'd be home- 
1 in.ide 11 eats foi the kids and a jolly 
I singsong with much laughter and 
I cheer This time the laughtei and 
I Jieei weie muled, and nut just be 
j cause III ciicutnstances within our 
I lamilv Beltast was adjusting to the 
I leality of evervdav existence in the 
shadow ol violence The aimed ttuops, 
iMtiodiKed we ihoiight as a tempoiary 
iiie.isuie, weie now a regular feature 
ot street hie in the citv 

Mv mothers leactiun on mv le- 
tinii -teals, hugging and kissing—1 
took to lie one of atleciion and rebel at 
h.iving me home But as the evening 
dev I lo|)ed and members of the family 
.11 lived, she bec.ime teaiv, crying in 
stead ot (oining in as she once would 
h.ive 1 talked to her, tiyiiig to reassuie 
hei that I would always land on mv 
leet Hadn’t I always? But 1 was get¬ 
ting novvlieie l-veiv now and then 
she d go oil on hei own and 1 knew she 
was having anolliei dunk Not that it 
I heeled hei up. it only seived to make 
hei mine riepiessed Long before the 
evening w<is ihiough she had ceased 
taking anv interest in what 1 was 
saving She could only sit beside me, 
touching mv aim oi mv hand and 
weeping 

The next dav, ailiving back m Man- 
I Chester. I lelt so lost that 1 did what 
; w.is now .ihnosi habitual opened a 
' bottle ol wine and dtank it on mv own 
I beloie going in staich ot company 
! Diink It's the lush pioblem that trans¬ 
cends politics and leligi.in And for so 
inanv in Noithein li eland today it's 
I the only escape I'm suit* mv mothei 
; wasn't the only woman in Belfast 
chinking cheap wine in the afternoons 
and hiding the bottles fiom her family 
Many wives and mothers must see 
then hushaiids and childieii oft in the 
mill iiing and wondei what the evening 
will III ing. For n>v mothei theie was, in 
addition to that worrv. the coiicein ot 
what was hapjiening to me. 1 would 


I have liked to take them awav fiom 
Beltast. but bv this time 1 had no 
piopei home ot mv own 1 was living 
the hie of a gypsv, ttaihng fiom one 
place to the next in search oi som" 
thing I couldn't define Kverituallv I 
left Maiichestei and went to America, 
putting mvself even faithei awav from 
Beltast But the newspaper vtoiies 
kept mv family misiiiioimed ot mv 
activities, and for every good stoiy 
theie weie ten to break my mot hei's 
heart 

Mv mothei died in Octobei 1978 
She collapsed one moining altei mv 
faihei had left fur woik and was de.id 
when mv sistet found liei I was in Los 
Angeles at the time, though I'd been in 
Europe several weeks earlier, plaving 


toot ball I hadn't gone home to hellast, 
and 1 rhdn't know theic- weie iiewspap- 
ei leporrs saving I had disjppeaied 
duiiiig the loin Now it was too late, 
too I.ile also tin the pangs of conscien¬ 
ce that would iioiible me tor veiiis 
altei “II oiilv vou’d been .it home 
moie, (leorge, it woiildii t h.ive hap¬ 
pened ’’ Mv .Hint’s woids Idled mv 
miiid all the wav back to Los Angeles 
altei the funei.il And theie, within 
weeks ol mv mother's death. I learnt I 
had been b.inned bv UFA, the wot Id 
tooih.ill authoiitv, lioin playing any- 
wheie in the woild Bv plaving seveial 
iiivitalion matches foi an American 
team in I mope 1 had, unknown to me, 
bioken the letnis ot mv legistiation 
I'd become an outlaw 



Larry Holmett is 
awarded a technical 
knM'kout after the 
fight was stopped in 
the nth round 
against Renaldo 
Snipes at Pittsburg 


V 


Former European 
light welterweight 
and welter cham¬ 
pion Dace Green is 
down—and out of 
boxing stum after- 
in the second round 
of his 10-round light 
middleweight bout 
against Reg Ford of 
Guyana at London's 
Royal Albert Hall 
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Alexandr Syzonenko 
(with the ball) of 
Stroytel Club in the 
city of Kuibyshev 
(USSR) is the tallest 
hoopster—2.37 
metres (about 7ft. 
Hin.) 


('iuinhaltista Mar- 
volln, 2<i, fell during 
an allempt to break 
the world record on 
(he roller skates at 
the Monza auto¬ 
drome in Milan. 
However, later, 
when he resumed 
the race, he broke 
the record at an 
average speed of 
I77.33H kmph 
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The One-Up The Yankee The Frenchie 



Elegance... 
Sophistication ... 
Exquisite Shape ... 
Quality Fabric... 
Fashionable 
Waist-band... 

VIP One-Up. 


It's like no other! 
Latest fashion 
from America ... 
Thigh-hugging 
trunks! 

Total comfort for you 
from VIP Yankee. 


The briefest of 
Briefs. 

The mood is 
modern, the style 
is very French. 
The Underwear 
is VIP Frenchie. 


VIP Luxury Briefs. For the fashionable male. 


CASHH^kOti 



Sportspeopie 


Bridge Personainr 

o! the gear 

T^ENC XIAO PING, the Vice- 
X/Chairman of the People’s Repub- 
lii. of China was recently nominated 
toi the Goren Awaid as the Bridge 
Peisonality of the year 1981 by the 
Intel national Bridge Press Associa¬ 
tion Annouiuing the award, the IBPA 
said. “The Vice-Chairman of the Peo¬ 
ple’s Republic of China, Deng Xiao 
Ping, has long been very enthusiastic 
ahout the great intellectual game of 
contract bridge His interest in the 
came has set an example to the 
( hinese people, who ate quickly find¬ 
ing that budge playing can lead to 
internallonal friendship through mem- 
beiship III the World Budge Federa¬ 
tion The International Bridge Press 
Association is proud to present him 



Deng Xiao Ping 


VMfli the' 19S1 Chailes Goien Award, 
which IS given lo the outstanding pei- 
sorialitv 111 the woild of bridge” 

On leaining of his-nomination for 
the award, Deng Xiao Ping .sent a 
mess.ige to ihe IBPA expressing his 
giatiliide tor bestowing the honoui on 
him .iiul hoped that iiiternational com- 
petiiions 111 the game would help 
stiengthen the ties of friendship 
among the n.itions of the world He, 
hovve-vet, esinessed his regret that he 
would not be able to receive the award 
m person and requested Katherine 
Wei. the onlv woild bridge champion 
of Chinese oiigiii, (she won the ladies’ 
pairs m 1978) to accept it on his 
behalf 

But, most leinarkabte of all, and 
something so rare, China’s inclusion in 
1980 m<ide the World Bridge Federa¬ 
tion the fust sports organization to 
have-both China and Taiwan as mem¬ 
bers Moieovei, bridge is the first 
game to see the Chinese and the 
Taiwanese players lace to face playing 
in the leceni iiiter-cities tournament 
in Hong Kong Speaking about the 
award, Mr Jaime Ortiz Patino, Presi¬ 
dent of the World Bridge Federation, 
lecalled the 36 rounds he played in 
partnership with Mr Deng during his 
visit to China last year He said that 
the Vice-Chairman played very fine 


bridge, seemed quite conversant wkh 
modern bidding and played in two 
different systems with ease 
Moreover, Mr. Deng has made the 
game officially acceptable in the 
Chinese sports circles In today's Chi 
na bridge is played in the sports halls 
along with other games like volleyball, 
basketball and table tennis Neaily 
300 teams competed in a leceni 
tournament in Bc-ipng 


"DAMPHAL of Rajasthan who won 
XXthe lone gold medal for India at 
the first Asian Junior Wrestling cham¬ 
pionship at Hissar is an unassuming 
sportsman. Like most other sincere 
devotees, he attributes all his success 
to his guru Shivlal Grewal Ramphal 
won the 48 kg class gold, beating the 
reigning world school champion Ila- 
nour of Iran In the title bout he 
proved technically better and swifter 
than his rival whom he held in his fold 
for most of the time 

An employee of the Post & Tele¬ 
graph Department at Jaipur, Ramphal 
started his campaign with an easy 
victory over Sohail Rashid of Pakistan 
and then turned his fight against 
Kahideaki of Japan into a one-sided 
affair, earning a point decision victory. 
It was one of his most memorable 
performances so far 

Though the pundits of the game 
tipped the Iianian as the possible 
winner, Ramphal, who took to modern 
wrestling only recently started his 
bout on an aggressive note and literal¬ 
ly immobilized his rival with his holds 
On the other hand, the Iranian could 
not plan his strategjr well, but was 
surprised to hear the judgement of the 
referee who declared Ramphal the 
winner 

It was a great day for the Jaipur boy 
From the mat he runheo towards his 
guru and touched his feet in gratitude. 



Ramphal 


A Harijan, he had his earlier train* 
mg at Delhi under Chandgirom, but 
had to move to Jaipui for employment 
reasons. Today he trains regularly at 
the famous Pili Ka Akhara of the pink 
city Jn fact, he resides there and looks 
after the maintenance of the akhara. 
The akhara, howevei, does not possess 
modern facilities. 

A class four employee he gets a very 
meagre salary and is unable to buy 
sufficient fruits which are a necessity 
for a wrestlet Still he manages to fight 
at international level and win laurels. 

Bhullar passes swap 

F ormer international and Olym¬ 
pian Ajit Singh BhuJIar (45) died of 
heart attack recently at his native 
village Candella in Gurdaspur district. 
He was on deputation with the Punjab 
State Electricity Board as inspector of 
police. One of the mo.st outstanding 
athletes India has ever produced, Ajit 
Singh received the Marshal Tito 
Award for his performance in the 
Railway Athletic meet in 1957 



A/it Singh Bhullar 


Born on October 5, 1931, Ajit Singh 
Bhullar, who came of a family of 
farmers, Joined the police in 1952. 
Right from then Bhullar showed enor¬ 
mous promise as an athlete. 

He shot into news in 1-953 after 
clearing 6 feet 5 inches in his first high 
jump attempt at the National Athletic 
championships One can gauge his pro¬ 
wess as an athlete by the fact that 
between 1953 and 1963—a full de¬ 
cade—he could hang on to his national 
record • 

Bhullar participated in the Manila 
Asian Games and set an Asian hi^ 
jump record with a jump of 6 feet SlA 
inches. He further improved his per¬ 
formance in the 1955 Cuttack Nation¬ 
als by clearing 6 feet 7 inches. 

In 1956, Bhullar made his appear¬ 
ance in the Melbourne Olympics In 
the 1958 Asian Games at Tokyo, he 
once again donned India colours. He 
was also the first Indian athlete to do 
the GDR diploma. 
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News round-up, 


Dlbyendu storms 
to the top 

CALCUTTA: Lightning chess is not 
very popular in this country yet, main¬ 
ly because of the unavailability of 
chess clocks here. The game is widely 
practised in many devmoped coun¬ 
tries, especially in the U. S A. 

Its advantage as a sport lies in the 
fact that, unlike the usually long chess 
game, it can be finished very quickly— 
normally within teh minutes. Each 
side, white and black, is given 5 mi¬ 
nutes and if any player fails to make 
his move within the stipulated period; 
he loses the game. Thus a player, faced 
with inevitable mate, may still win the 
game if the flag of his opponent’s clock 
falls. 

There are, however, some additional 
rules governing lightning chess Fur 
example, a player loses a game if he 
makes any move that violates the rules 
of the game and his opponent points 
that out. 

Players, good at normal five-hour 
games, are usually successful in light¬ 
ning chess, because towards the end of 
the 5th hour, such long-session games 
often turn into some kind of lightning 
chess, with the players tiying desper¬ 
ately to complete 40 moves before the 
flag falls 

Moreover, younger people enjoy a 
certain advantage over the oldei gen¬ 
eration in quick chess as by nature's 
law the ability to spot and remember 
the relation between squares and 
pieces and the state of material ba¬ 
lance on the board is bound to decline 
with age. The older people can apply 
their wide knowledge and vast expei i- 
ence only in the usual form of slow 
chess. 

I Recently the Alekhine Chess Club 
conducted a lightning chess tourna¬ 
ment at Calcutta, the second of its 
kind to be held in the city There were 
about bO participants with 5 undei - 
lO’s, 4 women and over 20 teenagers 
It included all the leading players of 
West Bengal except Anatida Kumai 
Ghosh who IS away in China for the 
Asian Team championship and Niraj 
Kumar Mishra. the reigning Sub¬ 
junior national champion 
In the preliminary stage 10 players 
were selected from the 60 by a six 
round Swiss They loined Dlbyendu 
Baiua for a final lO-ioiind all-play-all 
tournament None of the wom^n and 
under-lO’s qualified for the final stage, 
though, among the children, Soumen 
Banerjea narrowly missed the mark. 
Dlbyendu proved his class again bv 
winning with a peifect .score of 10/10 
It was a reiuveiiapon of Ins natural 
talent aftei the very poor show at the 
Sub-]unior Nationals this year 
The numbei of illegal moves made 
in the finals was much less than in the 

iiri'>liniin.<rif*k lint hliindm v 



DIbywndu Bsrua 


almost as frequent The final placing, 
however, was not a very good reflec 
turn of the players’ stiength and 1 must 
admit that I pioved the weakest link in 
the chain In the pi eliminary rounds I 
stood 2nd with 5/6, and. though, as one 
of the three national players, 1 was 
expected to finish within the first 5 
Iiositions in the finals, it, unfortunate¬ 
ly, lost all but one game and thereby 
finished last 

SUBHANKAR &INHA 

Bihar sports 
In the doldrums 

PATNA: If the sportsmen of Bihar 
have not been able to occupy as prom¬ 
inent a place on the sports map of 
India as was expected, the fault is not 
theirs, but of the system of which they 
are the products. For example, if a 
child does not get good schooling, his 
grooming will never be perfect, there 
will alway,s be chinks here and there, 
no matter how hard he works There 
may be some exceptions, but by and 
large, such products will fail to come 
up to the standard 

Among the organisations responsi¬ 
ble for the development of sports in 
Bihai, the State Sports Council, natur¬ 
ally, has the biggest role to play. This 
is what Its counterparts in other 
States, the AICS and the SNIPES 
Board at the centre are doing 

If Uttar Pradesh, the biggest State 
in India, has the biggest budget for 
sports and youth wmfare in the coun¬ 
try, Bihar, only next to UP in popula¬ 
tion, which is nearly .seven crores, has 
only a paltry amount of Rs 12 75 lakhs 
earmarked as the annual outlay for its 
sports council. Bihar’s annual budget, 
for sports and youth welfare is Rs 30 
lakhs where,! s in UP the annual ex¬ 
penditure on these two joint heads was 
Rs 10 crores till a few years ago. Even 
a State like Haryana, with a popula¬ 
tion of nearly two crores, spends 
almost as much amount of money 
evei y year for the development of 
sports 

Compared to these States and most 
others in India, the sports outlay in 
Bihar seems like a cruel joke The 
Chief Minister here goes about 
announcing grants to the tune of lakhs 


of rupees whenever it comes to giving 
away prizes or laying foundation 
stones. All these commitments are 
forwarded to the Sports Council as if it 
had been provided with rich funds to 
honour these generous announce¬ 
ments 

Let us have a look at the break-up of 
different items in the smallest sports 
budgetary allocations in the whole of 
India which Bihar has the sad distinc¬ 
tion to have. Out of the total amount of 
Rs 12 75 lakhs, 6 75 lakhs are for the 
non-tnbal sector and 6 lakhs for the 
tribal sector. The biggest chunk of this 
‘chicken feed’ is spent for the sports 
development centres located in seven 
schools and two colleges—Rs 4.50 
lakhs (tribal) and Rs 1 75 lakhs (non- 
tribal) For grants-in-aid to State and 
district level associations, the amount 
fixed for non-tribal areas is Rs 2.25 
lakhs and for the tribal, it is Rs 75,000. 
A sum of Rs 3 lakhs is earmarked for 
organising rural sports in panchayats, 
blocks, districts, etc , and of this 
amount Rs 2 lakhs are spent for the 
non-tnbal areas and Rs 50,000 for the 
tribal dieas For coaching at the re¬ 
gional level—Patna, Ranchi and 
Muzaffarpur—only a sum of Rs 1 lakh 
IS to be spent—Rs 75,000 for the 
non-tnbal areas and Rs 25,000 for the 
tribal sector. 

The woes of the State’s sports do not 
end here Almost all States in India 
have their own Sports Directorates, 
even a new-born State like Nagaland 
But in Bihar, let alone a directorate, 
even the officer who looks after sports 
along with his other duties as the 
director of Youth Welfare and Librar¬ 
ies, IS transferred, approximately, ev¬ 
ery six months and the greater pity is 
that he ‘directs’ sports perhaps, with¬ 
out ever having kicked a ball in his 
life 

The sports council’s pro-chairman, 
Arjun Vikram Shah, MLA, when con¬ 
tacted for his comments on the prevail¬ 
ing state of affairs, said that he had 
been pressing for the last several years 
for not only a .separate Directorate of 
Sports under the council, but for a 
separate Ministry of Sports as well He 
had also been asking the State Govern¬ 
ment for allocating at least 5% of the 
total education budget of Rs 288 
crores to sports In fact, it was after 
hearing the Chief Minister declare at 
several functions last year that it was 
his desire to see Bihar’s sports as 
second to none in India that a sports 
budget of Rs 1 90 crores was prepared, 
but only to be turned down by the 
Planning and Finance Departments 
Recently, when Mr. Shah met the 
chief Minister and told him of how his 
desire has been frustrated by the Plan¬ 
ning Department, the CM asked for a 
copy of the plan to try once again The 
copy has been given to him and now 
only time will show the result 

The tragedy of Bihar's sports is man¬ 
ifold and needs much greater space to 
be desenbed clearly. At present the 
greatest pity is that there is no one to 
give even a semblance of direction at 
the government level. Normally, the 
IAS officer who is posted as Sports 







Director^here have been exceptions 
also^thinks it to be a sort of punish¬ 
ment for him to have to continue in 
office, specially because the council 
has neither the requisite funds nor the 
necessary powers to carry out the 
schemes. 

pnEM KUMAH 

fiRlkliskho 
Mtlsartas Inisilla 

INDORE: For the first time in the 
history of Indian kho kho a Test series 
between India and the Rest of India, in 
both the men’s and women’s sections, 
was held here recently The senes 
attracted tremendous public response 

In spite of the slight drizzle which 
made the ground slippery, the per¬ 
formances were quite electrifying. In 
the first Test in the women’s section 
India defeated the Rest of India 5-4 In 
the first innings (stint) India could get 
only two of the Rest players out with 
Devya of the Rest remaining not out 
after playing for three long minutes 
India also lost only two players and at 
the breather the score was 2-2. In the 
second innings Rest of India lost three 
players, despite the achievement of 
Rekha Folke who went on playing for 
almost 2 minutes and 28 seconds India 
ultimately defeated the Rest of India 
5-4, losing only two players in the 
second innings 

The first Test in the men's section 
was also full of thrill and excitement 
In spite of being 2-6 down in the first 
innings the Rest of India got 8 of the 
Indian players out in the second in¬ 
nings and created a sensation This 
meant that if India were to win they 
would have to earn 5 points in the 
second innings. In an exciting .second 
innings, India got four Rest of India 
players out, though Indore’s Sudhakar 
Rege dodged the India attackers for 
almost one minute and 49 seconds 
before he slipped on the slqipery 
ground and got out with only one 
second remaining for the final whistle. 
Thus India emerged victors by 11-10 
and Venkat Raju the most outstanding 
performer. In the second Test of the 
women’s section India outplayed the 
Rest of India by an innings and three 
points, while in the second Test of the 
men’s section the Rest of India, after 
leading 5-2 in the first innings, lost 
8-12 to India after the completion of 
the second innings. For India Chan- 
drashekhar excelled and got two of the 
Rest of India players out Venkat Raju 
tried his best to defend himself for 
almost 3 minutes and 45 seconds 

India clinched the series after re¬ 
maining 8-8 in the final Test In the 
wOltaen^s section too India won the 
senes. 

SlUEETMOHANTY 

Imlla win hands down 

HYDERABAD: No thrill, no excite¬ 
ment and no real rivalry—it was a 
lack-lustre show: the first round of the 
A^n Zone Thomas Cup tournament 
^teenlniUh and Sri Lanka, held 

a-A--**-***-*^ -_:______- - ._- — 


lecently at the flood-lit Indoor Sta¬ 
dium here The Indian plavei \ siinplv 
outplayed the pooi i.Nlaiiders 9-0 
On the opening day, India undei Oie 
captaincy ol the new national cham¬ 
pion Sved Modi, won all the foui 
matches—two singles and two doubles 
Only Priyanta Wijuyasekhaia posed 
some challenge when he thi eateiieil 
newcomer Vimal Kumar in the second 
singles match, fighting neck to neck 
with the latter till 12-iill 
Tall, slim and medium- 
ciimplexioned Wijayasekhara showed 
tremendous control over his lacket 
He moved like a panthci on i he coui t 
The way he leceived the drop shots 
and the powerful forehands liom Vim 
al was a treat foi the eves 
In the opening singles Sved Modi 
had so much supremacy o\ ei the Sri 
Lanka No 1 KaviKuituppii that he 
won the first game conceding only one 
point and tumped on to a 9 0 Ic^ad in 
the second It was only at this stage 
that Kuriuppu succeeded in snatching 
a point The match was over in 24 
minutes with the scoie reading 15 1, 
15-5 in favour of Sved Modi. 

In all likelihood Witay.isekhara has 
a bright future ahead, if he continues 


Syed Modi ot India piayas m style 



to show the piomi.se that he had exhi¬ 
bited here The last moving Sn Lank; 
an.witli hisc|iii(k leiuinsand accurate 
snidshe- niacie Vimal tight haid to cash 
in on thv eai Iv lead he h.td taken in 
the opening game 

Wiiavasekhara achiev«sd pai itv at 
7 7 atiifcoiitiiicied to tioiiblc‘ the Indi- 
.111 badminton piospeci Biii the level¬ 
headed Vimal dit‘won Ins I'xperience 
to siitichie the Si i l.ankaii at 15 8 In 
the second g.iine, both the plaveis 
ti led to oiitin.inoeuvi e eac h othei and 
the scoie at cuie stage icMil 12 all 
Wijayasekhaia t-ven managed to forge 
ahead to 14 But Vimal soon < .irrected 
himself at this < i lu lal juiii tore to level 
thescoies 16 16 and vviap up the lie at 
17, theiebv giving ihe hosts a 2 0 lead 

On theoiiiei hand the Indian dou¬ 
bles teams of I emv d’.S.i Sana! Misiti 
and Ildav P.iwar .Sanjav .Slt.nina dett'- 
aied the Si i l.ankaii combinations of 
R.ivi Kniinppii Mallik lalni and 
Niioshan Wi|.iv.ikooii Dil.intha Wi- 
levasooii lespectivelv, almost hands 
down rile male lies weie so one-sided 
that rhes weieovei in iiist one hour 
The Si i I.ankaiis i onid manage onlv 10, 
points tioiri the- two ties 

M SH^NhAP) 

ASC win Ravi Oass tourney 

a 

.IDLLIINDUK 'Ihe Ai in v Sei vices 
Coips, ,|iilliin<lui, won the third All 
India I'.cirii Kavi Dass hoc key lourna- 
ineiil. that one luded recently at the 
(lovcinmeiii College in Hoshiarpur, 
humbling then ottei. leaieci opponents 
Hem |.ib Poll! e, .ilso ot |iilluiidui 

Th(.‘ inaiih was iilaved at a danger- 
ooslv high lempo with tempeis run 
nnig at a Ingh |nt< h on both sides 
Knowing tullv well ihe tactics the 
policemen ail-l.nnous lot the Aiiny 
Services ('oi ps tned lo h* al their 
o|ipoiic-nts at iheii own g<ime Fveiv 
one of the aimv team exec uted shaip 
and peiK'tr.iiing Inis 

One lem.irk.ihle teaiiire of this 
match, wine li the ai nis team won by a 
solitaiy ( xtia lime go.il, was iliat the 
goalkeeireisot holh odes DeepnkSen 
(Piiniah Policei and Poniec- fames 
(Alinv Sc’tvic es Coips > showed perfect 
:inticip<i:ioii, ti ving h.nd tor full 70 
miiiiiic s to save iheir i< speclive 
ti-ains 

I he Ariliv Sei \ ices < oi ps shot into 
the lead l•lW.llds llie end oi ihe Inst 
halt when (he II c) niit foiw.iid lirkey 
c oll( c led the hall wine li iehounded 
ott the goalpost, .oid sent it home In 
ilu' i( mainiiig [>eilocI Piini.ih Police 
Hied rlesperalelv lo level ihe sc ole, 
hie onlv III s am 

Howi-cei, Pliii|.ih Polici- weie wilh- 
uiil thc-n siar plasei s- India hockey 
capl.iiii Sill III Snigli. right half back 
(.III mail .Singh and toi ward Surindcr 
Singh Sodhi Nc-vei theless, they fought 
well 

fosiini up, the toiiMiament proved a 
gie.it success Miaiiks to Parampt 
•Singh .1 let lure r who took much pains 
lo OI gae.ise the lout iiament in a disci 
plined Wtiv 
HAttbANi, blNOH VIH.UI 







Crossword 


I Jones A OBnen 


Quiz 


Riim|i| Gho^r 




1 Lewis e'lnrl Lloyd (b) 

UndoLiblodly America s greatest 
amateur golfer also compiles cross¬ 
words (b) 

b Shortened victors overact in the mid¬ 
dle (6) 

8 l.aplain s riqtit hand man has one 
bad habit (4| 

10 Cricketeis never like the sharpened 
side of a blade (4) 

IP Many short Cardinals at the bridge 
latilc (b) 

1J An aid IS always necessary to find a 
good gymnast (b) 

1b Quick indoor game movement (4) 

1 1 ’ Boxers always disturb the Iranian 
Nrjws Agency when they want to 
pic'rctise (4) 

18 Cricket fans sometimes trek as if they 
crro lost f6) 

?0 Russian athlete who kept pushing (5) 

PI The good little witch plays tennis 
(b) 

DOWN 

2 High-flying mascot''’ (3) 

3 J C O « Christian name (5) 

4 Junior The Incredible Sulk Animal 
(4 7) 

b It IS strange that Clay and Chappell 
are in this premier tennis tournament 
(7,4) 

6 Not only needed when cricket is 
played during winter nights (5) 

7 Start swinging at the course (3) 

9 File a law suit against this tennis 
player (4,1) 

11 Tennis player who is the victim of a 
bkjnt edged instrument >4.1) 

14 Sounds like Ibbotson drilled oil (5) 

15 This cricketing great always gives a 
confused nod (3) 

16 Shortend golf term followed by shor¬ 
tened saints gives us great cricket 
matches (5) 

19 Noisy disturbance propels boat (3) 


(SolutlDns next wB«k) 


QUESTIONS 

Behind each ol thp following nonsun???^ 
an internationally Limous sport peisoiial 
ity hides himscll herself F ind him hei ool 
from within the luxtaposod letteis of his 
her familiar name 

1 MILE 10 PEAK Z 

2 WINS S DOSE M 

3 SfEHN E AIL HER C 

4 CHIC HEN G 

5 DO RUB EYE 

6 SIR EPS NAIH 

7 BE ON A BOMB 

8 I ARE ON A MISS 

9 CAN ASS BITE EO 
10 DON SIGHTS WLI 

ANSWERS 

SJNOIS IHOIAAG 01 
TOO NVIlSVfldS f) 
INOTIAIIS VdVS « 
NOIfilVlfl OCR L 
SS3Hd VNIHI 9 

H.-USH onn s 

•JN3HO IRQ k 
H3l-nilS HVNIH K 
STSOW NIAAG^ Z 
'H'JdOJV/ tllf^a I 


Question box 


M S Yadav, Mangalore, P V Ranganallian. 
Hyderabad 

Q. How many Test wickets has Madan Lai 
taken and what is his best bowling per¬ 
formance"’ 

A. 29 wickets in 16 Tests, with 5 72 vs 
Australia at Brisbane in 1977 78 as his 
best bowling performance 
M. B Saltan, Mangalore 
Q. What IS Brijesh Paiel's highest score in 
Tests7 How many catches has he taken 
in Tests"’ 

A. 115 n 0 against West Indies at the Port 
of Spain in 1975-76 He has held 17 
catches in 21 Tests 


SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO 122 



Kliurslild AUnt Jamshedpur, Mohd Salim. 
Bombay. Pralulla Biswas, Burla 

Q When and where did Atrut Ali make tus 
Test debut’ 

A Abid All played the fust 1 i“.i lui Iridia at 
Adelaide against Australia in I9f'' 68 

Monoranian Sdhaw Bhuwaneswar 

Q Who ha.s taken m.iximum wickets in a 
senes loi India"’ 

A B S uhaitr.isekhar took a maximum ol 
3b wickets III a b lest sfiirs vs t iigland 
in India m 1972 73 

Shiva Shankar K S Bangalore 

Q Who ha.s scomd tho higiu'sl iiiimbei of 
triple centuries duutili' cenlunes and 
single centuries in tests’ 

A D T'l Bradman ol A.islialia stored ? 
triple centuries ,rncl It) iloubic- tonliiries 
while G S Sutlers ol West Indies lias till 
21 single centuries 
G Sukhendar Reddy. Hyderabad 
Q Wlial IS ttir T esi rer t>id of Allan tkndor 
and Kim Hu()bes’ 

A Before emliarkinci on Itie tour of L nq- 
land Hughes lias s(.oied 2 373 runs in 33 
Tests 60 innings with 4 tunes no and 
Border has made 2 060 runs in 49 inairigs 
of 27 Tests 

C Rajan, Roshan, Muzallarpur Alok Bettiah, 
S Suren ol Sakra 

Q What IS B S Chandiasekha. s 
address’ 

A C o, Karnataka Stale Crit kt' Associa 
lion, KSCA Stadium Bangalore 
Anjan Goyat, Tinsukhia 
Q What IS the Test record ol D H.idlee ol 
New Zealand"’ 

A 26 Tests 42 innings, b linn's not out 
530 runs, 56 higliosi score 14 32 aver¬ 
age, 4 883 balls 2 ,389 runs 71 wickets 
and 33 64 average 
V R Ganesh, Palghal 
Q How many Tost centuries h.ir. Greg 
Chappell hit so tar"’ 

A 18 centuries in 67 tests 

B. John Vijayan, Madurai 

Q. What was Pataiidi s age when he first 
captained India in Tost cricket"’ 

A 21 years and 78 days 

Rajiv Srfvatlava, Patna. 

Q. What IS the world rocord lor second 
wicket partnership"’ 

A. 451 by W H Ponsford and 0 G Brad¬ 
man of Australia against England at The 
Oval in 1934 

C. P.Reddy, Ralchur 

Q. What IS the Test rocord of Gordon 
Greenidge of West Indies"’ 

A. 34 Tests, 59 innings, 3 not ouG, 2,435 
runs, 134 highest score, 43 48 average, 5 
cenlunes and 17 half centuries 

Pulak Day, Bankura 

Q. What IS the official address of Bihar 
Cricket Association’ 

A. Keenan Stadium, Jamshedpur 831 
0C1 

S.Jawaharlal Nahru, Ramnad; Tapaskar 
Panja, Ourgapur. and Kajal Mukherjea, Rud- 
ranagar 

Q. What are M A K Pataudi's date of birth 
and record in Tests’ 

A. M A K Pataudi was born on 5 1 1941 at 
Bhopal and in 46 Tests he made 2,793 
runs at an average of 34 91 His highest 
score IS 203 no in 6 centuries. 16 half 
centuries 










Mohil.Jaw8il Shirif, Kanpur. 

Q. When did Sir Garfield Sobers make 
365 n o 

A. In the third Test against Pakistan at 
Kingston ih 1958-59 

D.Venkatarao, Balangir. 

Q. What IS Kapil Dev's highest score in 
Tests and in any first class match'’ 

A. 126 n 0 in Tests and 193 in first class 
cncket, i e, in Ranji Trophy 
Subhas Paul, Dibrugarh; Deepak Sheth, 
Bombay, Prakash Oeka, Gauhati; Arun 
Kbemka, Burdwan; Ashish Chowdhury, 
Ranchi. 

Q. What IS Karsan Ghavn's best bowling 
performance'’ Where, when and against 
whom did he perform it'’ 

A 5 wickets for 33 in the 5fh Test against 
England at Bonibay in 1976-77 


Srikant, Paigbal. 

Q. How many catches and stumpings 
does S M Kirmani have to his credit'’ 
A. 91 catches and 26 stumpings in 46 
Tests 

Devasis Acharya, Cuttack. 

■Q. What IS Roy Fredericks Test career 
record'’ 

A. Tests 59, innings 109, not out. 7, total 
sco>’e 4,334, highest score 169, aver¬ 
age 42 49, centuries 8, half centuries 
28, zeroes 7, and catches 62 

A. Kalpana, Madras 

Q. What IS D B Vengsarkar s Test batting 
record'’ 

A Tests 42, innings 60, not out 7, total 
runs 2,384, highest score 157 no, 
average 44 98, centuries 5, half centur¬ 
ies 12, zeroes 7, catches 39 


iMahmoMi Ahmad Matidy, Calcutta. 

Q.’What are Pakistan's highest and lowest 
scores in Tests'’ 

A. 657 for 8 wickets deci is the highest 
total and 87 is the lowest total by Pakistan 
in Tests 1 

Plfush Kami Oas, Pargand. ; 

Q. What IS the highest total in a first class ' 
cricket match? ’ | 

A. 1,107 by Victoria vs New South Wales 1 
at Melbourne in 1926-27 , | 

A. K. Kar, Allahabad '‘i 

Q. How many players completed 1,000 i 
runs in a calendar year'’ i 

A. 20 times the batsmen have scored ovei; 
1,000 runs in a calendar year Out of: 
these Gavaskar has reached the target 
thrice and Ken Barrington of England' 
twice I 


y Bridge 


BHHHHBHHBHIiHHiHHB H (1 r I s 

Discarding as declarer plays off a long suit 
can be a complete nightmare for both 
defenders Often clear thinking and 
intelligent signalling methods can sohre the 
problems, but they don’t always work out 
This was an interesting exam^ from this 
year's Portland Pairs 

*AQJ53 

0954 
4r 109B2 


♦ 9 

104 

O A KQJ8J 
rpK 14 


4 IK 108762 
C?93 
O 106 
4r765 


♦ 4 

tp AKQJ8762 

O 7 

4hAQ3 

The deal looks a wild freak - they always 
blame the computer dealing that is used 
nowadays fo* large events using the same 
hands over the enbre field - but that is how 
It goes If all the hands were 4-3-3-3 there 
would be scores of complaints in the other 
direction 

South dealt at love all and, as you can 
imagine, there was a wide range of results 
With the higher ranking suit, South usually 
'won’ the auction, but six-hearts was not a 
success, and East-West often doubled this 
contract (Quite why, I wonder’ Flair 
perhaps ’) However, at one table the 
contract was only t'va-hearts and the play 
proved interesting 

West led a top diamond and, after studying 
dummy at length, could see no reason why 
he shouldn't continue the suit South ruffed 
and ran oft seven rounds of trumps to leave 
West puffing and blowing. True, his partner 
signalled heavily in spades, but it didn't really 
help With four cards to go this was the 
position 

♦ A 

rp none 

09 

4» 10 9 


# none 
'P none 
OQ 

4^ K J 4 


N 

W E 
S 

♦ 4 

cp none 
O none 

♦ AQ3 


Now a spade to the Ace finished West - if he 
threw his diamond dummy's nine became a 
winner, while if (as he did) he let a club go, 
he was thrown in with his diamond and 
forced to lead amay from his King of clubs' 
A better defence? ^itch to spades at tncK 2' 
Inl week’s qeiz: a reader asked, “Why do 
some players use transfer overcails over INT 
b> an opponent, for example, two-diamonds 
asking partner to bid two-hearts’ Has thi$ 
method any advantages’" As I see it there 
are three advantages 1 After partner has bid 
two-hearts over my two-diamonds I can make 
another bid if I have started with a moderate 
twD-suiter. 2 If I just pass two-hearts the 
stronger defending hand is on lead and the 
'unknown quantit/ hand is concealed 3 
Partner may have started with say ♦ xxx 
none O Q J 10 xxxx 4|k xxx and judge (very 
sensit^. I’d say) to play in two-diamonds 
There are drawbacks to the method, of 
course, but that is another stery 
Thi* week’s qeiz: Suppose that the bidding 
(unopposed) starts South, one-heart. North, 
one-spade, South three-clubs Is a bid of four 
hearts now more encouraging than three’ 


^ Chess 


During the past ten years or so the sponsor¬ 
ship of chess events has increased to such 
an extent that the financial rewards for 
mastery are beginning to catch up with those 
m some of the more glamorous sports If the 
process continues, then one day the top 
masters could become almost as well known 
as the stars of golf and tennis Here in Britain, 
for example, it is by no means uncommon to 
find prize funds of more than £1000 at five- 
round tournaments held over a weekend, 
and some of our grandmasters are more than 
happy to risk their reputations for that sort of 
money Both Miles and Nunn were in the 
field at the Second Manor Tyres Chess 
(ingress in Bnstol in June, and Miles duly 
went off w ‘h a share of the first two prizes 
with M Chandler, the New Zealand master 
based in this country Nunn, having tost to 
Chandler, could only finish in a multiple tie 
for third place, but he did at least produce 
one of the most spectacular victories of the 
year so far The white King makes no less 
than eleven moves, wandering the board with 
disdain for Black's checks, for when the 
checks run out the dominance of the centre 
by the white forces is.as strong as ever ancf 
totally decisive 


White lolw Nhm: Black tartni AMhoiiy. Sicilian 
Defence (Bristol 1981) 

iP-M,P-a»4,- 2n-tt3, W-0B3 

3P-a4.piPi 4niP. p-M 

sn-n5.n-B3i e nnesi-n... 

The intention behind this cautious-looking irove must 
have been to gel the opponent out of prepared lines It 
worked very well 

e. .p-n3; 7B-a,e-ns 

With this and the next move Black plays right into 
Whites hands The solid 7 B -K2 followed 
by P ai was needed 

• P-a0.a-IH?, 9Pl«!.BxR 

iea-OB.KBd(p. nnxtt.axnEk 

i2K-a2.exiv, i3P-Ke.n-n5 

It 13 Q - to^h, 14 QxQ, KlxQ, White wins by 15 
Kt - Q6ch lollowed by B - B5 

14l-BS,8kPcli. 1SK-K3,a-necb 

ieK-K2,a-escii, iTK-B3.a-a6cii 

18K-K2.Q-BSCII. I8K-B3. a-lWch 

20K-KM, P-Mck, 21 KxP. a-B2cli 

It would be easy tor White aftci 71 (J -Klih .’2 
QxQch, PxQch, .■> 1 K Kt6 
22KxP, Kt-B7. 23B-M,a-ll4cli 

24K-M, a-RSch, 2SK-B3, p-ona 

2BQ-n6cli. K-ai, 27P-n3.e-IM 


28 • - K7cb, KxB. 29 OiWPcti. K - Ql 

aeoxllcti. K-B2, 31 a-K»:k,K-QI 

32 tt-QB, Rengm 

CompetlUon 6493 Solution next week 
Bldlll 



White 

White to play How did the game finish’ 

Sokitiei to 9492 iBalviiinIk - Kaiaa, Tkt Haiue, 1949). 
(r«4h1 / pplnipw / 4toi2/BRI / 3aP3 / P4P1II r4eiPP/ 
2B2RKt - WlHto to play.) The game saw the drastic 
finish 21 RxPrh'. tvxR 22 Kt-R5ch K- KI3 (other 
moves are also hopeless, eg 22 K-Rl, 23 

B-KKIS, Q-KBl, 24 BxKtch. KtxB 25 

QxKtch.K Kll 26 P - B4, threatening R - B3 etc). 
23 Q - K3, Resigns 
Pt a k l— He 11Si. Solution next week 
A. Man (Fust Prize. Pewarta Soeraba/a, 1928) 
(3r1iaAIP2ll«2il1li2/4qBtP/3N1R2aKpll2«A7 -10 
■hit tote; e febek). 

White to piay and mate in two moves 

SMMtoii to No 1157 (Chiccs). (3i39l/ieiw4/1l2pbnV 
8aa2MPtp1/IBISk4IMi1-iMM to ton.) 1 B-B7 
(lhreat2Q-B2) (a) 1 B-K4 2Q-KR4.(b)l 
Kt-K4. 2Kl-a3 (c) 1 P-K4. 2Kt-B4 





The battery you can trust from the word go. 



Dependability. 
That*s what 
makes us No. 



Mote manufacturers depend on Exido to 
give their vehicles the right start 
Discerning vehicle owners opt for Exide 
when It comes to replacing the original 
battery That's what we call trust You call 
It dependability 



Stiii keeps going 

when the rest have stopped. 
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QUARTZ HALOGEN LAMP 


Elektron Quartz Halogen lamps are a product of 
Indian technology. Made to exacting international 
standards 

Elektron Quartz Halogen Lamps are ideally 
suited for lighting airports and bus terminals, 
railway yards, open stockyards, sports stadia, 
art galleries, television and film studios. For 
stage lighting and building illumination too. 


Available in 1000W-230/250V rating, 

Elektron halogen lamps provide about 2000 hours 
of uniform light output. Can go into any fitting 


KALPANA LAMP COMPONENTS 
PRIVATE LIMITED 

PO Box. 1487, M,idr,)s 600 018 


Also Elektron 
Halogen Fittings 
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QIIAmZ HALOGEN LAMP 
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Cricket 

and 

cricket 

U NDERSTANDABLY the 
twin Test series in Au¬ 
stralia is going to be an 
interesting one. After a dis¬ 
mal tour of England the Au 
stralian team will try de¬ 
sperately to recapture its 
lost glory With Greg Chap¬ 
pell and Jeff Thom.son back 
in the side, Australia will 
once again be a force to 
reckon with The whole 
attention will be on Dennis 
Lillee, who stands on the 
verge of being the highest 
wicket taker in the world, 
and Terry Alderman, who is 
not expected to fade away 
so soon like Bob Massie 
Pakistan will heavily de¬ 
pend for her batting on 
Zaheer Abbas and Javed 
Miandad. With Imran Khan 
in top form and Sarfraz back 
in the team, Pakistani bowl¬ 
ing will pose problems to 
the Aussie batsmen 
In spite of being cham¬ 
pions the West Indians rely 
too heavily on a few play¬ 
ers—Richards and the four 
fast bowlers. Fortunately, 
these players have not 
failed on critical occasions 
The We.si Indies cricket 
team will pose a stiff chal¬ 
lenge to Australia, and the 
latter will find it difficult to 
defeat the West Indies In 
the Asian sub-continent also 
the series between England 
and India will be equally 
interesting and thrilling. 

I This series will see a 

C leihors of records being 
roken The battle will be 
between Boycott and Gavas¬ 
kar, and Kapil and Botham. 
So there will be only cricket 
and cricket this winter 
I* K SUBRAMANIAM, 

I Bombay 

I Congratulations! 

C ONGRATULATIONS on 
yout editorial in the 
October 21 issue of Sport- 
sworld. It shows a deep in¬ 
sight into the happenings of 
the elections of the BCCI 
Committees, analysing the 
quality of their composi¬ 
tions. I think you are abso¬ 
lutely right in saying that 


Ghulain Ahmed’s inclu.sion 
in the selecTion committee 
IS only a stop-gap arrange¬ 
ment for Venkatara^havaii 
This has once again war¬ 
ranted that parochialism 
still continues to influence 
our cricket It is obvious 
that Venkutaraghavan’s fu 
ture position as a national 
selector is being urgantsed 
in the same manner in 
which he was made a cap¬ 
tain of the State team, 
namely, by ovei looking and 
discarding others Mike 
Biearley has pioved that it 
15 not iiecessaiy for a cap¬ 
tain to lie a good batsman or 
a bowler Suiely, the same 
reasoning holds good foi the 
selectors ,ilso We have 
plenty of retired players in 
Madras, outstanding of 
them being A G Kripal 
Singh whose track record is 
good and whose contribu¬ 
tion lo the team’s success 
has been lolatively better 
But It is untnitunaie that 
such positive coiitnbutors 
aie made victims of “inele¬ 
gant compromise” oi 
parcK'hialism 1 admire your 
courage 

G’ R RAO, 
C’oimhiitoio 

Bring back 
Dalvl 

W ITH Aiun Lai to serve 
as a morale booster for 
Bengal, it has a <4111 ly good 
chance to thiow 41 stiff lImI- 
leiige to Bombay, Delhi, 
Karnataka etc , in the Kaiiji 
Trophy Championship tor 
1981-82 The Bengal selet 
tors, headed by |agmoh<tri 
Dalmia, woulcl clo a splendid 
tob if they bung back 
Michael Dalvi into the Ben 
gal side 111- IS an expe’i 
enied and a seasoned pl.iy 
ei, and his introduction will 
consolidate Bengal's mid 
die order batting The tol 
lowing Bengal team (in this 
batting order) may be 1 onsi 
dered for this year's Ranp 
: Trophv Touriiameni I’la 
I nab Roy. Kajesh Dam, Arnii 
I Lai, llcJaybhanu Baneriee, 
Michael Dalvi, I’ranab Nan¬ 
di. Sambaian Haiierjee, 
Barun Burinan, Zeeshan 
Mohammad, Dilip Doshi 
(captain), Subraia I’oicl and 
Paiasli Nandi, if nc-eded as a 
replacement of Dam 

SHARMILA CVHA, 
Balijdo Noith 
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Because only 
Palmolive Shave Cream 
has SGL-4 for rich 
'Moisturized Lather' to 
soften the toughest heard. 


Palmolive Shave Cream has exclusive 

imjrodient SGL-4. It gives you rich 

'Wloisturi/ed Lather' that stays moist 

through the shave This softens 

the toiKihest heaid, and your razor 

glides smoothly You get 

the most comfortable close shave. 


Ainous 


■ • . 


Uo-Luxe Lather 
Buld m.isculinc 
lianr.incc 


Lemon- Fresh 
Uracinq 

(I'fru .hinq tang 


Menthol-Cool 

Cool confidence. 



Use Paimofive to soften your tou^ beard. 


.TT'llfe pi^matute death of 
X jftgantiath Kittu has sad¬ 
dened the hearts of the Indi¬ 
an soccer fans He was a 
leading; footballer of India 
in the I ifties and wa.s a 
member of the Indian foot¬ 
ball team that stood fourth 
III the 1956 Olympics at Mel¬ 
bourne Besides, he was a 
fine gentleman and posses¬ 
sed a sense of good humoui 
Recently, before his death, 
he engaged himself in build¬ 
ing the Indian team for the 
torthcoining Asian Games in 
Oelhi 

TAPAN CHOUDHURY. 
Sl'BRA TA CHA TTKR lEE 
anti SHYAMAL 

BASER fEE, 
Raiirkela 

No 

frustration 

O NF shputd congiatuLite 
Pi anal) Rov lor his per 
toi niance against West Zone 
in Diileep IVophv tinal He 
sliouUI not be fiustrated lor 
Ins not being included in 
Piesideiil's eleven ag,iinst 
I'ngLind He should renieni 
biT ih.u he IS the son ot 
f*,irik,i| Ko\ and rheietoie 
should plav with dedii,rtion 
and wait parienrN like 
Doshi toi his HUM lo i.onit 
r; .1 WAR\\M)LK\R. 

Bumbtn 

Leave Bengal 

B aron bi rman’s 

optimism in his ahilitv 
to enter tlu‘ lest side is 
(juite stiaiige. and 1 hope 
nobody will share his teel 
ing Baiun h,is, (juite de- 
piessiiiglv, said ahoul his 
had luck and the Iriduins 
will svmpaihise with him in 
.some respects Actually he 
hits broken down quite 
olteii on Liiitial occasions 
Rut this piacMcdily poinis to 
his uitei lack ut litness, and 
the eveuse he has given ab 
out his pulled muscles 
appeals to he mine stiaiige 
th,ui even tiction 
F'liness has always been 
Cl iKial 10 the success of tasi 
bow lei s The most recent 
example is that ot Dennis 
Lillee Aspiring fast bowlers 
III India should see that they 
dll not bleak down earl> m 
the seaxon in ctitical mo- 
menis Fuithei. this hick of 
tiiness exposes itsell when 
ihe learn siitteis more than 
the placet The West Indian 
Lawierice Rowe h,td thus in 
pay a heavy price lor his 
laik ol tiiness iii spue of bis 
piolific talent 


If Barun fig.d» that it is 
difficult to practise lA Cal 
cuita throughout the yeai 
he can come to the the west 
or the north where all facili 
ties for practice throughout 
the yeai are available. If he 
comes either to Bombay or 
to Delhi, he will nut have to 
suffer from “muscle 
sttains" early in the season 
Rarun has tremendous 
potential but his poor physi 
que has pushed him back 
into oblivion It is neces 
sary, foi the sake of oui 
country’s interest, to utilise 
fully the talent latent within 
him 

VIIA\ CHaRCHADh 
Pii/ie 

On AIFF 

S ARAjn DEB has nicelv 
bi ought out in lilt 
Novemhei 4 issue ol Spot' 
\i\(>ild the blunders and un 
ceitainties in the actions ot 
the AH I It IS quite evideni 
ihai (he aflans ot the All i 
•lie directed more or less b\ 
the secreMiy I hen, how 
could anyone else explain 
the lalidity ot the decision 
lo tiee I he deserieis ttom 
the Salt Lake Camp un con 
ditiuns which weie his own 
making'-' Subsequently, the 
AIFF had to aciomrnodate 
these players -n the camp at 
the expense ot those playeis 
who did not leave the camp 
The recent c.imp at Bom 
bay certainly puts the AIFF 
and the national selectors to 
the test The players cal'ed 
to the camp mduded those 
who aie not in the original 
! hiie-up ot even their clubs 
On what basis the two play 
eis of Premier Tvres have 
been called to the camp is 
haid lo understand 
Then, ag.im, theie is the 
tactoi of regional comsidera- 
turn Thus, why the selectors 
have included Aleem Khan, 
a Mahaiashtra plaver, is 
rather obvious 

A K PREMCHAND. 

Bombay 

No 

embarrassment 

I DO not know whethei 
re.rdei s and ^ricket lovci s 
ot Indur have evei thought 
what would have lieen the 
reaction ot out Crtcket Con 
tiol Boaid liad bast Zone 
won ihe Dtileep Iroph. In 
tact. 1 feel West Zone has 
not only got the tiophy but 
h.is also saved the selection 
committee trom great 
embai rassmeiu 

N. R. KOTWAL 
Bombay 
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KARIN IN SUMMER 

Cologne: Former pentathlonist Karin Harel achieved a new 
indoor world record at the indoor European Championships, 
with her 6 77 metre long jump Banned from taking part 
because “sports teachers may not participate," Kann never- 
' tneless made her mark, encouraged by her boyfnend 
! decathlonist Hand Dieter Antretter. Said Hans—rather ambi- 
' guously—of his girl who’s now employed with a lottery 
gambling firm. "Karin was always better in summer than in 
winter" 

! 

THIS BALL GAME 

Yorkshire: “Please ma'am can we have our ball back'^" 
asks the lad with the innocent-looking blue eyes Then while 
the lady of the house and he go out into the garden to look for 
It. his team-mates slip into the house through the backdoor 
and make off with the valuables This is the latest confidence 
trick being played on housewives here, by ten-year olds 
Even kids play for cash, it seems 

FACING THE MUSIC 

Somerset' Someiset have a good cricket side today, what 
with Ian Botham apd Viv Richards Not so a decade or two 
ago when they were at the bottom of the County Cham¬ 
pionship One of the captains in those depressing times was 
.school master R J Meyer who wanting to improve the 
morale of the team decided to install a piano in the dressing 
loom Accordingly he went to a second-hand music shop and 
asked May I have a piano for my team’’ The dealer, a 
oriLkel lover himself, replied in deep sympathy "Fair 
exchange guv nor, very fair exchange indeed'' 

BERNIE TELLIS 



' Because jom^gbtokie week 

OP VACATIOW, 7HAr*$ WHY/ 




Y'KhlOW, MILLEK'e JUST NINE INCHES AND 
NlNEryRDUNPS AWAY FEOM BEIN'ALL-PRO. 


...AND THE ENTIRE LEAGUE WOULD 
APPRECIATE IT IF yOU'D STOP REPERR/NC-^ 
TO YOUR OPPONENTS AS '^STIFFS '... 
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Life in America 

Best had gone and settled in America 
I and started playing in the NASL League. He 
lenjtwe^cl himself and quickly adopted to the 
jclilTerent manner in which the championship 
j WLUs c;onducted. This,is the fourth and conclud¬ 
ing portion from the book “Where do I go from 
h(‘ro''^’” George Best—An Autobiography. This 
I br)ok is published by Queen Anne Press, Macdo¬ 
nald & Co. London and is priced £ 6.95 


A MKRK'A offered mo a thaiice to 
uin f)a(k my sell-respect Whereas 
in HriMin the sporting hero is of value 
only \xtiile he’- • * e top of his career, 
111 \inri ica he i iiii t ash in on his name 
and lame U. nianv years afterwards 
Foi example. I'd switch on the televi- 
SK'ti and there, in n commercial, might 
be Jesse Owens, oi a tnotballer or 
baseball sr.ii fiom twenty or thirty 
years h n k The man still meant some¬ 
thing lo the people But how many 
spot ring heroes of the past are seen on 
Rtitish television^ Henry Cooper 
mas lie I ur that's because he made 
himseil a peisonalitv in his own right 
What does Bobbv \foore advertise on 
tele' isiori these days, or Jimmy 
Gieases 01 Terry Downes’ In America 
then e'|uu‘.Ueiits would be recognised 
and respected fot their achievements 
long ai't'i ttiey'vi iclued But it Bri¬ 
tain .') II seems, no one wants to know 
von ori'i v'lirve had vour day 
11' l.it K ()l hypocrisy was re- 
liesliiiii, ino M> lilesivle must have 
Ivr n :* •ii'iv-.p.ipi(man's delight, and 
set wii.t lilling their columns with 
nr, t'xnii.!! rl'e papers hammered me 
tot .ml hting the blue-eved boy who 
vKHilrit.'r so imich as ask a girl guide 
ih( iiiln I! til her knickers The Amer- 
ii.ins on rJu oil.ei hand, love their 
spiiiisnu '1 1 .) lie dilfeicnt Take Joe 
Nam.'ih. ihe New Yolk Jets quartei- 
h.ick 'vho was eserything and more 
tli.it ! ’.'.Is in terms of being the 
|i't l■t'l'‘j; plaslioy His name 
.tp|ii.o.''l I't evers syndicated gossip 
iiil'iinii . 1 . MISS the country; his photo 
viin Irt 111 ' iod'- a Itoautilul broad more 
oltni 'll >n .1 lontliall And the ad men 
lltt>k<(J ri, iiM- him Fhey knew that. 
It)' li'-ii >' h.iif lion, lltoadway Joe 
■So leis. ill loold pi,IV cl bit, too, 
' it !■' legs Mete viituallv tied 
'll ''i"! i. fling Yet when the 
Veil I- !l .'i.iM Uiined sour, with 
a'l' ■ ' I'l- I'. 1 .nil'll and drinking, the 
i.i. I I ■ .1 M'l i liiiih me quickly 

I I I 

‘so ■.(.y iM!>e with additional 
,ii'' ,;■( .' 111 ' io'-ling so laid back in 

j If.''I't : ... (o vnucntidle on mv 


football in 1976 in a way th'at hadn’t 
been possible since the tailetid of the 
Sixties Moreover, it didn’t worry me 
that the team was far from being the 
best in the League, whereas I had 
expected Manchester United to be the 
best. I enjoyed the responsibility of 
carrjying the attack—^Steve David did 
not loin until 1977—and thrived on the 
challenge of trying to win ^ames on my 
own if necessary Losing Charlie 
Cooke early on with a broken arm was 
the son of bad luck that dogs a team 
struggling to establish itself, but a 
good team spirit adequately compen 
sated for any setbacks As John Chaf- 
fetz had told me right at the begin¬ 
ning, no-one expected miracles in my 
first year, and yet by winning a place 
in the 1976 play-offs as a wildcard we 
managed to achieve a small one 
That’s what’s so lovely about the 
NASL plav-off structure. You needn't 

^ami/y nun'-If/Kw If'ic'i i.i'.'.i''"i i”!'' 

.vifn i<l'ii7i’'.i tKil'v st'i’ Cmii'ii ,1111/ Cl.i/f.i'- fi'i ' 

•I'vKi.lii 



VC Wl VI u<c i uMimMg jwM4r*»aiu«c yuu 

have a bad start to tm,ft»son. With 
goals arcnii^ points, gt SfW as a win, 
a team playing attackitur football and 
scoring goals remain^ '»'jfcontention 
provided it manages to wih its sbafe of 
games. And in the NA$t you can Only 
win or lose; there’s no such thing as a 
draw. If the scores are level after 
ninety minutes, fifteen idihutes’ Sud¬ 
den-death overtime is played—until 
one team scores—and if that fails to 
break the deadlock the game is de¬ 
cided on a shoot-out. Thiy is not penal¬ 
ties, but a one-on one situation be¬ 
tween one attacker and the goalkeep¬ 
er. The attacker begins with the ball 
on the .J5-yard offside line—another 
NASL innovation—add has five 
seconds within which to get the ball in 
the goal. The goalkeeper may move off 
his line and is limited only by the laws 
governing goalkeepers during normal 
play Each team nominates five attack¬ 
ers for the shootout—from the team 
which finished the period of over¬ 
time—and a player from each team 
shoots alternately 


I N 1976 we went into our last Di¬ 
visional game, against Dallas, need¬ 
ing nine points for a wildcard place as 
the National Conference team with 
most points, excluding those who qual¬ 
ified as Divisional winners and run¬ 
ners-up To obtain those nine points, 
we had to win (six points) and score 
three goals (Under the system then 
operating, one point was awarded for 
every goal up to three.) The fact that 
we hadn’t scored more than two goals 
in any one match all season didn’t 
bode well foi our chances; nor did a 
goalless first half But it was a lovely 
evening for football, and after a lazy 
day on the beach 1 suddenly felt like 
turning it on for forty-five minutes. If 
this was to be my last game of the 
season I might as well give the home 
fans something to remember me by I 
hope they did, because we won 4-J and 
I scoied two of those goals. .So we 
made the play-offs against all expecta¬ 
tions only, in one of those ironies of 
ioorball, lo be drawn against the 'Tor¬ 
nados in Dallas This time they beat us 
by the only goal of the match 
Being eliminated from the play-offs 
didn't cause me too much heartache. 
Just getting that far had been a bonus. 
1 was happy enough to be tit and 
showing people how soccer could be 
played. Besides. I'd made the NASL 
All-Star team, as I did again in 1977 
when I was also voted ‘best midfield 
player’ and the third best player over¬ 
all behind Pele and Beckenbauer. And 
I’d also met the girl who was to exert 
more influence on my life than anyone 
could have dreamed possible, includ¬ 
ing myself Strangely enough we’d 
met, if that’s the right word, in Enjg- 
land some years before, but not in 
circumstances I’d care to remember. 
Not long out of school, she was work¬ 
ing as a model at an exhibition I 
attended and, being slim, blonde and 
very beautiful, she attracted my atten¬ 
tion, 1 didn't attract h^rs. When I 
invited her back to Manchesty fdjr |) 





■ n'c'-;or't»sf »MJv <• i'tvn the rW MK/r»o Pelf tietti fVMtv ftrcMiOhf (frKvn tor >nrinn the ir,ntrh between I A Artery HQiUn^t NV 


"i'-. -I'l'i iv<i'' / t 

li'w days, she quickly told me to get 
lost 

VVe should also have met on Bobby’s 
and my thirtieth birthday, but that was 
a typical Ed Peters’ party Too many 
girls and too few guys Angela Macdo¬ 
nald Janes, invited by Ed because she 
was English, arrived when the party 
was in full swing, decided it was not 
her scene, and took her blonde hair 
and Calitornian tan back down the hill 
in hei Jeep The next time I saw her 
»sas at the paity Bobbv and I threw at 
i at-I'ace Fenners in Ilcrmosa Beach a 
tew weeks latei I’d asked Ed to invite 
some gills on out behalf, and Angela 
and her girlfriend thought they’d give 
us a second tiy This time she and I 
managed to say something to each 
other, indeed, we spent most of the 
paitv together, much to the annoyance 
of niv date who kicked me on the shin 
and walked off into the night. At the 
time Angela was working as persbnal 
assistant to Cher, the singer, and be- 
tore coming to the West Coast, she told 
me, she’d lived in New York, modell¬ 
ing and living with her dog among the 
famous on Riverside Drive. She rarely 
saw John Lennon, who was living there 
at the time with May Pang, but Greta 
Garbo used to stop and fondle her dog 
when she was out walking in Central 
Park. It was fascinating listening to 
her; she was so full of enthusiasm for 
life and so in love with what she was 
doing I couldn’t wait to be with her 
again. 

Because Angela was living with Cher 
in Beverly Hills, seeing each other 
regularly meant one of us, often Ange¬ 
la. spending an hour or more on the 
freewny) and driving down to the 


Beach in the late afternoon and back 
to Beverly Hills first thing in the 
morning was no fun in the peak-hour 
traffic snarls which are such a feature 
of freeway life in Los Angeles Even¬ 
tually she moved into the house Bobby 
and I had bought, and for the first tune 
1 had someone else to think of but 
myself. I also came to learn that 1 was 
living with a girl who very much had a 
mind of her own and wasn’t at all 
impressed by the fact that 1 was 
George Best, footballer. 1 was simply a 
guy with whom she was falling in love, 
but there was no way she’d become my 
doormat Contests of will were a new 
experience fen me and 1 found myself 
respecting her for her strength of 
charactei 1 could see we’d have some 
fights before the summer was out, but 
I had the feeling it might be worth¬ 
while. 

B eing so contemed with inv w.iv ot 
life, I hadn't givtm much thought to 
what I’d do when the Aniei n an season 
tinished until John ChaMet/ cold me 
tine day he'd been approached bv 
Fulham He tsas prepaied to release 
me foi the wintei but was stipulating 
ceitain conditions, such as a $ 2,00U 
penalty foi every Artei NASL game 1 
missed should Fulham want me to stay 
on duiing the overlap ot the litiglish 
and a American sea.sun.s Whether or 
not 1 went was up to me, be said 
Angela, never having seen what Eng¬ 
land did to me, had no object ions to 
coming with me, but my own feelings 
weie mixed It meant a letiirn to 
wintry English giound conditions after 
the firm, reliable surfaces I’d become 
accustomed to in the States, and 


nioteovei I was happv living in LA On 
tile otbei Band 1 bad noilung to do all 
wmtei so I thought I’d ask for the 
wot Id and, il l-iilham weie agieeable, 
give them a tiy Mv terms were L SOO a 
week. 1 lO.OOi) signing on leu, and an 
apatimeiit and cat tot the duiaiion of 
iny stay No iiouhle at all, I was told, 
miiih to mv suipiise "Sit Erie Miller 
IS one ot out duel tors, theie’s no 
wot IV about the nionev He owns the 
('hurchill Hotel where vou can stav 
until we hud a suitable apuitnient tor 
vou C'ai' No piobletn ” The w’liv it 
I III lied out. theie was nothing hut 
problems 

Fulham doubled iht it gale the day 1 
made mv tiisi appeal ance at Craven 
Cnttdge against Hristnl Rovers Their 
aieiage home gate the ptevtoiis sea¬ 
son was 9,741), hut theie wen; 21,1/7 to I 
see me swne afici iiisi 71 seconds and | 
put I ulbam on the wav to their tiisf 
win ot the season A week latet the 
attetuljiue lumped to 2'">,r‘)4 and with 
an iiM’iage ciowd of 14.^89 for the 
l97(>-77 se.ison I teikon Fulham did 
well out ot ms piesence Out tinal 
l.eague iiositum wasn t marvellous, 
Inu loi a lime eatly in the season it 
looked as it we might challenge foi 
promotion to the Fust Divtsion Rod¬ 
ney Maish had inn.e hack ft uni Tampa 
Bav 111 1 lorida and Bobby Mooie was 
still good \alne in detente, hut some¬ 
how the piomise was ncter realised 
I O' all that we eti|oved our fodtball 
and one wiiiei even inmmented iliat 
Rodiies and I (oidd he seen laughing 
dining the g.ime —» lare happening in 
F.nglish InotlMll As the attendance 
tigures sluiw, the fans enjoyed our 
kiothull ton C.onciudi-ri 
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Australia win, but Lillee loses 

Greg Chappell’s Australians registered a convincing win over the Pakistanis in 
the first Test at Perth. DAVID McMAHON reports on the match, where fortunes 
fluctuated but interest was centred on fiery Lillee 


O N the night of November 18 the 
Lillee issue was still wide open. 
I After Lillee's team-mates had 
I announced the $200 fine, there was an 
uproar in cricketing circles all over the 
country. The umpires who had offici¬ 
ated in the Perth Test, Tony Crafter 
and Mel Johnson, who had made the 
initial complaint about the incident, 
took a further step to discipline Lillee. 
Both men lodged an appeal with the 
Australian Cricket Board’s Cricket 
Committee, whose co-ordinator. Bob 
Meriman, was the manager of the team 
that toured India two years ago. Lillee, 
meanwhile, announced that he would 
.quit big time cricket if he was sus¬ 
pended. while there was an outside 


chance the Pakistanis would pack up 
and go home if Lillee was let off 
leniently. 

Lillee, Greg Chappell and Bruce 
Yardley attended a meeting at ACB 
headquaners that lasted an hour and 
forty minutes, where all evidence, in¬ 
cluding videotapes of the incident, was 
presented. The written submission by 
opening batsman Graeme Wood, the 
first player on the scene of the clash, 
was also discussed but the proceeding 
are being kept an extremely closely 
guarded secret. The suspension mo¬ 
tion was carried and Lillee was stood 
down for two one-day internationals— 
the first against Pakistan in Mel¬ 
bourne and the second against the 


West Indies in Sydney. 

This suspension will cost Lillee be¬ 
tween $1150 and 1400, but the fast 
bowler quickly backed down from his 
threat to quit cricket. 

The Pakistani manager, when in¬ 
formed of the incident, said that his 
team would not be returning home. “I 
think the matter should stay closed in 
all quarters and we should get on and 
play cricket ” But that was not the end 
of the matter. Bob Meriman also deli¬ 
vered Javed Miandad a not-too-subtle 
wrap over the knuckles, saying, “the 
umpires have indicated that in their 
opinion the actions of Javed Miandad 
were also in breach of the code of 
behaviour and had he been covered by 


Umpire Tony Cretierines lo pedty UUee (letl) leme HKendad alee lo pueh him mmy m order lo gel a crack el ffw boeriar 
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Tony Grafter’s presence between the 
two men was perhaps the only factor 
that prevented an exchange of blows 
for the first time in the history of Test 
cricket Sensing that the bat would hit 
Grafter instead of Lillee, Miandad 
backed away even as Lillee advanced 
on him Crsifter, who is a full twelve 
! inches shorter than Lillee held off the 
; fast bowler even as he sought to retali¬ 
ate In a matter of seconds Chappell 
had arrived on the scene from his 
position in the slips and Lillee was 
stopped in his tracks. 

Pakistani manager Ijaz Butt, visibly 
perturbed by the incident, had a long 
discussion with the chairman of the 
Australian Board of Selectors, Phil 
Ridings 

The former explained later on that 
the incident was one which required 
immediate action A rumour that the 
Pakistani team would be quiting the 
. tour to return home was quickly 
scorched but Ijaz Butt emphasized that 
' Lillee’s behaviour would have to be 
dealt with suitably 

It was nut the first time in the match 
' that Lillee had flung down the gaunt- 
: let at the tourists In the home team’s 
; first innings, he had taunted Imran 
: Khan, applauding his bouncers, 

I atguing with him in the middle of the 
I pitch and generally baiting the former 
! Oxford University captain But Mian- 
! dad was just as much to-blame for his 
I part in the incident He had more or 
I less set the ball rolling when he had 



Imran Khan—inspired bowUnq 

taunted Lillee earlier in the innings, 
daring the Australian to run him out 
this incident, which is sure to make 
cricketing history, will spark off con¬ 
troversy that will snowball as it prog¬ 
resses Even the underarm incident 
will pale bv way of comparison 


* Under the newly-introduced code of 
bet laviour, Lillee's fate rested in the 
hands of his teammates anif even as 
Australia slept that Monday night, the 
most ridiculous decision was made 
Lillee was fined 200 dollars for the 
incident, following the complaint 
made by the umpires and subsequent 
hearing attended by the Australian 
Test side. Skipper Greg Ghappell, de- 
'ending the conduct of his fast bowler 
explained, “after watching the replay 
t became obvious that Dennis had 
icted under extreme provocation.” £x- 
reme provocation or not, the fact is 
:hat Lillee made the first move Chap- 
aell explained that when Miandad had 
pushed Lillee aside initially, he had 
^one so by using his back, knocking 
Lillee out of his path so that he almost 
cell. Ghappell’s contention was that 
the blow must have been a substantial 
one because Lillee, a strongly-built 
athlete was almost sent sprawling. 

The incident has caused an uproar 
but the course of action taken bv the 
Australian side against Lillee was so 
absurd that intervention by the Au¬ 
stralian Board of Gontrol was only a 
matter of time One fact could hardly 
be refuted Lillee was indispensible 
Could then his team-mates lake the 
risk of suspending him from onc-day 
games or Tests to follow 

The Pakistani manager explained 
calmly that Lillee would never have 

C layed another Test match it he had 
een playing for Pakestan That, of 
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course, is rather far fetched, but this is 
surely not the end of the Lillee- 
Miandad affair So Dennis Lillee has 
come under a cloud but will Javed 
Miandad be allowed to get awav un¬ 
scathed^ It was he who instigated the 
affair and it seems surprising that he 
should be allowed to get away scot- 
free Miandad is not exactly the best 
behaved of players in the history of 
Test cricket. 

But everybody’s sights seemed to be 
centred on Dennis Lillee 

T O compound Miandad’s problems, 
he now has to set about restoring 
the confidence of his side Rated as 
the underdogs of the triangular series 
this summer They suffered a severe 
setback when Zaheer Abbas was in¬ 
jured by a fast rising ball from Jeff 
Thomson in the game before the first 
Test Despite the resultant nb injury, 
the Pakistani batsman, who topped the 
County averages in England earlier 
this year, declared that he would in¬ 
deed be taking the field at Perth 
Thomson immediately retaliated by 
saying that he would give Abbas exact¬ 
ly the same treatment Of couise, the 
upshot of the whole affair was that 
Abbas was not included in the squad 
although in retiospect his sickness 
might perhaps have given Pakistan’s 
batting the stability if so despeiately 
letjuired 

Miandad won the toss but could not 
make, j decision immediately Strange¬ 
ly, he rushed back in to the dressing 
loom to discuss the situation with the 
lest ot his players and it was some 
time before he informed (Ireg Chap¬ 
pell that the Australians would be 
taking first strike Despite a good start 
by Laird and Wood, the Australians 
collapsed for 180 but Pakistan crum¬ 
bled fur ()2 Chappell's men put on 424 
in their second innings before the 
innings was closed and finally it was 
left to Miandad and Wasim Raja to 
delay the inevitable 
Australia fielder Jeff Thomson as 
the third fast bowler, with Geoff Law- 
son taking the 12th man's place. This 
meant that Thommo was making a 
comeback to the Test arena after a 
lapse of 2.1 months but this time he 
was relegated to the po.sition of first 
change bowler He bowled well 
although he did nut have much to do in 
Pakistan’s disastrous fust innings but 
in the second he showed, despite a 
slightly modified bowling action, that 
he has lost little of his old fire 
Pakistan also fielded three fast bow¬ 
lers, Imran Khan, Sarfraz Nawaz and 
-Sikander Bakht, with Iqbal Qasim and 
Wasim'Raja sharing the tasks of the 
spinners. Imran and Sarfraz had Au¬ 
stralia’s openers. Wood and Laird m 
trouble in the home team’s first in¬ 
nings and there were no strokes play¬ 
ed, so to speak. The scoreboard was 
kept ticking over but drives were few 
and far between as the edges and 
deflections mounted Laird was first to 
go but Wood was looking extremely 
confident by then, had even chosen to 
go for the hook and pull shots which 

earned him nuite a few runs. Hr> was 


looking set for a big score when he fell tic batting by the Pakistanis after both 
for 33 and when Chappell, Border, their openers had gone with only 2 

Hughes and Marsh went in ciuick sue- runs on the board, they came and 

cession, Australia were on the rocks. went, an endless procession of hel- 

There was no reason for such a meted zombies who seemed hypno- 
collapse The pitch was in good shape, tised by the magic of the Australian 

despite a few hairline cracks, and opening bowlers It seemed unbeliev- 

luoked good for many runs, bur Austra- able that such a strong batting lineup 

ha’s batsmen never gave themselves should slide to the extent that ii did. 

time. The only one who looked as if he At 7 for 27, there was some specula- 

was in the process of building an tion that Pakistan would be setting a 

innings was Graeme Wood, whose new Test record foi the lowest total in 

scoie of 33 ultimately proved to be the an innings but it was Saifraz who gave 

largest conttihucion to the Australian the innings some measure of respecta- 

total What then caused Australia’s bility with a fine disiegard for the 

downfall^ Some inspired bowling by Australian bowlers, who had mauled 

Imran Khan and Sarfraz Nawaz, but his colleagues His innings included 

the pity of it was that, as has happened some good old-fashioned heaves in 

so often m the history of Test cricket, rustic style, but among his scoring 

the men who set it up watched in strokes were two sizzling drives 

horror as theie own front line batsmen through the cover of Lillee that fetch- 

failed miserably to diive home the ed him four runs apiece Bui it was 
advantage Lillee who had the last laugh, finishing 

It .seemed incredible that Pakistan with five wickets foi only 19 runs 
would concede a first innings late after The pitch was still playing true and 
such an outstanding perfoimance in it was clear that if Australia wanted to 

the field, but that is precisely what win the Te.st, they only had to keep the 

happened The reason once again was scorebuaid moving, giving Pakistan a 

some incredible bowling by Lillee and large total to chase in the 4ili iniiinf^ 

Alderman, coupled with some tatalis- Greg Chappell needed so badly but the 


Zahear Abbas—baaiy missed 
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kh)> Huqlwf—delighted the crowd with his Ion 

P.ikistdni bowleis s^utk manfully to 
tIuMi task. AfthouRh Chappell failed 
oiiLc again with the hat, vice-captain 
Klin Hughes delighted his home crowd 
\Mth the kind of batting he had exhi¬ 
bited III the 1981 Centenary Test in 
Kiigland 

Austialia’s ehances of forcing a win 
lested largely on the shoulders of the 
deposed national skipper and he re¬ 
sponded magnificently with the kind 
of mature innings his critics have 
banged him tor There were none of 
those risky shots, no lofted strokes 
over mid-wicket, no dancing down the 
pitch Hughes kept his head down and 
puked his shots with fines.se of a 
surgeon. A century was there for the 
taking and Hughes and Laird played 
according to the situation Laird fell 15 
runs short of his ton but Hughes mar¬ 
ched on regardless in partnership with 
Allan Bolder Each run scored at this 
stage was another nail in Pakistan’s 
cotfin anti the Australian batsmen re¬ 
fused to surrender the advantage' that 
bad looked like slipping away from 
them in the first innings of the game. 
Hughes got to lOG before he lost his 
wicket, but Border, Marsh and Yardley 
continued the good work Marsh 
toiced the pace resulting to a good 
old-tashioned flog at times but fell just 
short of his 50 

Chappell’s declaiation at 8 foi 424 
meant that Pakistan had to score 543 


to win or, more realistically, they had 
to hold out tor almost two days. It wits 
obvious that they would nut collapse 
as they had in their first innings, but 
they needed a long innings from each 
of their batsmen if they were to avoid 
defeat Terry Alderman put paid to 
their aspirations, removing born open¬ 
ing batsmen before the score had even 
reached 30 and by this time the press¬ 
ure was really on the visitors But 
Javed -Miandad at number three play¬ 
ed just the sort of innings expected ut 
a Test captain, even though he lost two 
partners in quick succession With 
Wasim Raja striding out to the crease, 
the Australians were within sight of 
victory. 

The Pakistanis, however, had other 
ideas, presenting their bats to every¬ 
thing that Lillee, Alderman and Thom¬ 
son threw at them They ducked out of 
the way of bouncers, avoided the pull 
shot, but went for the cover drive, the 
cut and the flicks that brought cheers 
of admiration from every corner of the 
field Even as the Australians closed in 
on them Miandad and Raja produced 
the best scoring rate of the match and 
it took 'Yardley to break te patt- 
nership, dismissing the Pakistani cap¬ 
tain for a brilliant 79. That, of course, 
was the beginning of the end and 
Chappell’s men soon achieved the vic¬ 
tory that at one stage bad seemed 
beyond their grasp 



Wasim Ha/a—shared the task of spinners 


There wete outstanding pel foi in¬ 
ane es on both sides in this incrediblv 
topsy-turvv Test match—the bowling 
of Imran and Sarira/ in Australia's 
first innings, that of Lillee and Aider- 
man when Pakistan collapsed in luins. 
the defiance of .Sailiaz with the bat as 
he became the onlv Pakistani batsman 
to reach double ligures, the butting of 
Hughes in Austialia's second innings, 
the bowling of off-spinnei Btuie Vatd- 
lev who took f> wickets on Aiisti.ilia's 
road to victoiv and the batting of 
Miandad and Ka)ii, who carried the 
fight back into Austialia's canqi 

It was ceitainly not the pitch that 
sontributed to the stiange reveisal of 
events The hairline ciacks weie still 
there on the final dav But no worse 
than tney had been earlier No I’heie 
was nothing wioiig with the pitch It 
wa.s lust inept batting that caused the 
collapses 

And what of Yaidlev's ama/ing b 
wickets in the 4th innings of the 
match' It IS loud toi thought that he 
was pitching his cleliveiies into tlie 
rough caused bv Imian Khan running 
over the pitch while coining aiouncl 
the wicki-t to Boidei and Marsh earliei 
III th>' game 




MCQ vs BOARD PRESIDENT’S Xt 

Tourists continue to win 


W HEN the visiting English side 
scored 9S for the loss of Graham 
Gooch, Geoff Cook and Bob Taylor at 
close of play on the first day m reply to 
the Board President’s XI, with skipper 
Keith Fletcher, Tan Botham and Mihe 
Gatting still to come in, it seemed a 
foregone conclusion that the visitors 
were eoi^ to etch up yet another 
triumph. This would only prove that 
the Vidharva Cricket Association 
wicket still remained their favourite. 
The Englishmen have thus far not 
conceded aiw match to any Indian side 
at Nagpur. They played five matches 

5 nor to Fletcher’s side against the 
oard XI and have won on three 
occasions (}934, 1952 and 1977) and 
drawn twice in 1961 and 1964 
As for the President’s men, this was 
a very crucial encounter and they had 
to give It their all in view of the fact 
that the Indian team was being 
selected at the end of the second d^’s 
play for the first Test m Bombay. Ine 
team was a blend of Test stars and 
very promising juniors under the cap¬ 
taincy of Dilip Vengsarkar. Therefore, 
one came to the conclusion much be¬ 
fore the match started that the contest 
would be more individual than team- 
based. The visitors, too, were ex¬ 
perimenting, having to find the third 
seamer among Dilley, Lever and 
Allott 

Undoubtedly, the dynamic Tamil 
Nadu all-rounder K. Srikkanth, who 
had launched an amazing sequences of 
hooks, pulls and stramht drives at 
Pune for the Under-22 XI, made if 
deal to the tourists that he was no 
easy meat. But there were a few Jar¬ 
ring notes in his gritty 66, off 94 baU^i. 
There were flashes of brilliancye in 
between—among the eight 4s, he took 
three from one over of Underwood 
with a lofted drive, a cut and a pulled 
shot. But at the stroke of lunch Srik¬ 
kanth sliced an -on-drive off Under¬ 
wood to Tavare at slip. Another high¬ 
light in his batting was the second 
wicket stand of SB with his captain 
On a spinning wicket, the match 
definitely looked like a low-scoring 
one. Perhaps the total of 202 all out 
was evidence enough The Board XI’s 
score could have heen ridiculously low 
had the visitors not dropped the 
dashing strokejplayer Srikkanth twice 
and Sanjeeva Rao once in the initial 
stages. 

With Rao out for 17 off Dilley, 
Vengsarjcair came in. Seeing the man¬ 
ner in which both Srikkanth and he 
were gradually building up a good 
score, Fletcher used the right tactics in 
replacing the seamers. They were cer¬ 
tainly not suited to the spinning wick¬ 
et. The duo of left-arm Underwood and 
Einburey spearheaded a menacing En¬ 
glish attack kfter lunch. This made 
Vengsarkar go on the defensive and, in 


the process he fell to Emburey’s leg 
trap. His exit began the collapse of the 
rest of the batsmen, who were skittled 
after the addition of only 79 runs. The 
majority of these runs came from the 
bold batting of Binny and Yashpal 
Sharma 

The spin duo had really played 
havoc Underwood’s clever variations 

Derek Undermxxt—slill dangerous 


df fine, lengffi, itfrbt aiftf pace enabled 
him to earn six scalps for 64 fans off 
21.1 overs. Emburey captured three 
for 43 off 14 overs. 

It was equally disheartening to see 
the Board’s pacemen proving inconse¬ 
quential. Deepak did not have the 
rhythm and Gopal Sharma was out of 
luck. What was left for Vengsarkar 
was to introduce spin and Kirti Azad 
proved to be the perfect foil when at 
the draw of stumps, there was a sud¬ 
den change in the match. Azad had 
Cook off a defensive stroke and was 
caught by Arun Lai for 39, which 
included a partnership stand of 75 
with Tavare after Gooch fell to a catch 






at mta-OO aiuinnH. onanna 

had Taylor >*iai a diving catch off 
Azad- / 

The foHpvang day, the pitch con¬ 
tinued to be ad^rse and as many as 16 
wickets fell. The tourists went in to bat 
with the overnight score of 96 for 
three. It was Kirti Azad who continued 
the rout, sendine back Tavare, Fletch¬ 
er, Botham, Diiley and Gatting, to 
lecord career-best bowling figures of 
27-7-63-7 Azad, who had played in one 
Test in New Zealand, could have had a 
liettei bowling average had a few 
Latches not been missed—and even 
the total of the English team would 
have been le^s chan the final 243 

With a slendei lead of 41 runs, the 
Board XI began their second knock 
rathci disastrously and it seemed at 
Line stage that they would crumble 
before the day was over Srikkanth, 
who handled the visitors with author- 

Kirti Ataa—tmek n iha reckoning 
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' Snkkantty—demmng Teat cap 

ity in the firlii innings, went back to 
the pavilitm for one This was a rude 
shock to the team. Fletcher began the 
attack with l^evgr and Underwood, 
sharing the new ball with Lever, beat 
the Tamilian opengr in the air and off 
the pitch to shattei his castle like a 
house ut cards in the very second ball 
of the spinnei's lirst ovei A.s for Test 
prospect Sanjeeva Rao, this was a 
terrible march foi he could do precious 
little as an opener He went back when 
Lever, noticing Rao’s leg stump un- 
giiai dfd, brought one round his legs to 
dismiss ihm for a duck Lever's next 
victim was Arun Lai The seamer 
slanted a delivery, catching the bats¬ 
man on the wrong foot and forcing him 
to offei u catch behind the wicket fur 
no score When three wickets were 
down for less than 10 runs, Vengsarkar 
came to the rescue Though he made 
only 26, he and Chopra actually held 
the fort for over an hour Otherwise, 
the innings might have collapsed at 
close because at the tea interval, the 
Board XI were four fur a meagre 54. 
Foi some time, the pair were able to 
thwart the spin duo but all of a sudden 
the L.alm Vengsarkar received a beast 
of a ball from Emburey It was too late 
for the skipper to change his stance for 
the rising ball add he offered a catch 
to Botham Chopra, who scored a 
plucky 35 with the sweep and the cut, 
fell to Emburey’s floater while trying 
to cut It was Kirti Azad’s turn to 
exhibit his prowess with the willow 
like he did with the ball. He put 
together a gutsy 24 He had lofted 
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Emburey for a six but he was t.mght 
by Couch while attempting anoibei oif 
Underwood, His peitoriiiame made 
him an auiomatii choice for (l>c fust 
Test squad. 

But the peiuid of paiiii was i.ut omm 
and'Binny, after playing cool Ici .r.iout 
40 minutes, suddenly hecanu* rash and 
swung with his feet awav from the- hall 
only to find his 1^ stump pegged b\ 
Emburey for 10. The spiiuiet’. lethal 
spell restricted iho luns Undetwond 
then sent back Copal Sli.iiriici and 
Zulliqar Parkar in the satue ovi-i vs lien 
the scoreboard tead 1 ht hut amid 'Ins 
mess, Yashpal Shaima stood oin .>s a 
towet of stieiigrh and |..iiied tom- 
petently to see the day 'liioiid' with 
34 The team total isas 1 fix lune 

On the final dav. Test disi at<l ^ .ish- 
pal and nightwati hiiiao k lodhi; su eii 
put up a gallant fight fin nont.ie., 
putting on a 40 run partiiL'isIxo he tow 
the innings closed .it 17t> 

The Englishmen were leli vsiiti tin- 
'’tnple task oi at cumulating 1 >"> riiiis 
in 245 minutes for then third .lu.is 
sive victory on the riiriein 'om ihev 
did It with the loss ol live wu keis Hut 
the story miglit ha\t Ik-m ditteiem 
had the Buaid team not diopped 
chances and had Y.is'upal Siiainia got 
good support from hi.s oiliei >easi„ied 
colleagues in the second inuiugs N'.ig 
put, thus, still lemaiiis the I'.ngiish 
men’s lucky wiiket—foui viefoiics .ind 
two draws 


A CORRESPONDENT, Naqptjr 






Chauhan out In the cold 


MANSUR ALI KHAN PATAUDI 


E xcluding a number of opposing 
slips and bowlers, there are many 
who will always consider C. P. S. 
Chauhan an unlucky player: Chauhan 
himself included, but quite resigned to 
his fate. After all, to play 40 Test 
matches, never to score a hundred and 



yet be marginally behind Hobbes and 
Sutcliffe in the number of opening 
partnerships of a hundred and more is 
no mean achievement More so, if one 
coosiders that the famed and much- 
lauded pair of Merchant and Mushtaq 
All, opening together, managed to 
reach three figures only three times 
And now the selectors have added 
insult to injury 

Chauhan mas not have scored many 
runs in the limited number of games 
that he has playtd this s :ison But 
ncithei has \ < .hw.in.irh Ch.iiihan 
played for ihie Rest of Iniln, whii h can 
only mean that he hail not been dis- 
I'arded The fact that he was not given 


a chance against the tourists leads one 
to believe that a few days back, the 
selectors had him clearly marked as 
Gavaskar’s partner, at least for the 
first Test. 

With this background, to disregard 
his past performance and to dump him 



Chotan Chauhan—Played 40 Tesla. (Olal runs 
2034.^ highest score 93, average 31 57 and has 
takeri one wicket 


unceremoniously shows that fore¬ 
thought is not exactly one of the 
Selection Committee’s strong points. 
Chauhan, indeed, must be a perplexed 
man He has done nothing to deserve 
this sort of haphazard and cavaliei 
treatment, and he can certainly, if he 
so wishes, take consolation in thal 
there are many who are just as per 
plexed Unless the selectoi from hi: 
own State was prepared to ditch him. 
it IS inconceivable that he could have 
been dropped from the side. If indeed 
this was the case, it could well be ati 
example of external pressure bein{ 
applied, and the inclusion of Kirti 
Azad at a time when the Delhi and 

























San^ Patil—>Sandip Patil is a hard 
hitting right-hand batsman. He 
usually bats at No. S. He made his 
Test debut against Pakistan in In¬ 
dia in 1980 Early this year in 
Australia, he batted superbly 
against Lillee & Co, and scored a 
magnificent century. 


1 ^' 


Madan Lai—Bom in 1951, Madan 
Lai is a right-hand fast-mediiuA 
bowler with an excellent acuon, 
although lacking the physical 




to pdssess. He is an enthusiastic 
fielder and also bats effbctlveW for 
his side. He made his Tdat debut 
against En^ad at OM IVgfford ih 


District Cricked Association is in deep 
trouble muv'Well indicate the true 
source ot this-pressure 

Azad IS a Ministers son and the 
gentlemen who have run the D D.C.A 
for the past 20 years are expei l in the 
art ot ingratiation Chauhan had to go 
because he was expendable vshile 
others clutch at straws to save them¬ 
selves 

Tlieie IS no doulit that A/ad hiinsell 
nor the Hon Minister have any idea ot 
the type of music being played in the 
background, and he must have been 
pleasantiv surpiised at his inclusion, 
espeiiallv since his perfoiniancc has 
yet to wan ant it He is, it he settles 
down, a plavei for the future, but at 
this moment Aiim l.al has the edge 
And if the selectois are going bv 



Kirti Aiad—^Borp 'in 1959, Kiitt -' 
Azad is a hard hitting right-hand 
batsman. He is alM a useful off- 
break bowler. He made his Test 
debut against Australia early this 
year. 


Azad’s bowling performance on a 
spiteful Nagpur wicket and intend to 
pioject him as India’s fifth bowler, all 
they will see ate smiles of satisfaction 
on the English faces In fact, the 
selectors have no choice but to do 
exactly this, for to go into a five-day 
match with only five batsmen or only 
four bowlers is to look for trouble. 

Elsewhere, the Selection Committee 
has played safe Madan I.al has fotced 
his way back quite legitimately and 
Shastri has shown the right tempera¬ 
ment for the big occasion 

Against her, India face an experi¬ 
enced opposition There is little flam- 
boyancy in the batting, except tor 
Botham’s belligerence L'nlike the 
West Indians or even the Australians, 
runs will be accumulated not by mov¬ 
ing down the wicket to the spinners. 


mred lunnani—^Born on December 
29, 1949, Syed Kirmani is a right- 
hand batsman and wicketkeeper of 
great calibre. He made his first 
appearance in Test cricket against 
New Zealand at Auckland on Janu¬ 
ary 24, 1976 , 





Kapil Dev—Bom on January 6, 
1959, Kapil Dev is a genuine fast 
bowler, an enthusiastic fielder and 
a lusty hitter of the ball. Making his 
Test debut against Pakistan at 
Faisalabad on October 16, 1978, 
Kapil is the youngest player in Test 
cricket to achieve the “double.” 


















% ■ 


Dilip Dou^Born on December 22 , 
1947, Dilip Doshi is a slow left-aim 
spinner. He i« the seniormost 
cricketer in the Indian team, mak¬ 
ing his Test debut against Australia 
at Madras on September 11,1979. 


A ' 


Dilip Vengsarfcar—Bom on Aprils, 
1956; Ven^arkar is a right-hand 
batsman who, thou^ currently 
bats at No. 3, can eimer open the 
innings or bat lower down the 
order. He made his Test debut 
against New Zealand at Auckland 
on January 24, 1976. 


Sbivlal Yadav-—Bom on January 
26, 1957, Shivlal Yadav is a right- 
hand off-^in bowler. He made his 
Test debut against Australia at 
Bangalore on September 19, 1976. 




Ran Shastn—Ran Shastn is a left- 
hand spinner who made his Test 
debut against New Zealand* early 
this year. He also bats effectively 
and will surely prove his compe¬ 
tence as an all-rounder in Test 
cricket. 


but hv staying within tiie cicase and 
wdiiiiig. The bowling, given normal 
Indian conditions, will be mote deter¬ 
mined than dangerous With Botham 
the only geneial all-iounder, probably 
batting at No 6, England will have the 
choice oi picking an attack to sun the 


Roger Binny—Roger Binny was cal¬ 
led up as a last-minute replacement 
for Sandip Patil in case the latter 
was not fit before the first Test. 
Paul was injured before England’s 
match against West Zone at Baroda. 
The 26-year-old Roger Binny is a 
fast medium bowler, making hb 
Test debut against Australia at 
Bangalore in 19^79-80 series. He b a 
brilhaut fielder and bats right- 
handed. 


wicket, which is a luxury India cannot 
afford It will be either four seamers 
and Underwood or three seamers and 
two spinners The batting, even if it is 
unlikely to tear apart the bowling, will 
be difficult to upset, and generally as 
things stand, England will be a better 
balanced side 

In the end, it will depend on which 




K. Srikkantb—A hard hitting left- 
hand batsman, Srikkantb wHI open 
the Indian innings with Gavaskar at 
Bombay in the first Test against 
England. He is a promning bats¬ 
man who b expected to shine with 
the bat. 


captain will be able to sustain the 
maximum effoit over the next few 
weeks and at this, Fletcher has an 
advantage 

England is here after beating Au¬ 
stralia, while the last tour against New 
Zealand did not see India at its best. 
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MOHn MGUMIP 



tton 


BmM 


7 

Moal Cagtotoo 

24 

toar 

tfaiHM 

Engtapd 

htola 

1932 

England 

OR Jardine 

CK Nayudu 

1933-34 

India 

DR Jardtne 

CK Nayudu 

1936 

England 

GO ANen 

Maharaj of 

1946 

England 

W R Hammond 

Vizianagarm 

Nawab of Paiaudi (Sr) 

1951-52 

India 

NO Howard 

D.B Carr(5th Teal) 

VS Hazara 

1962 

England 

L Hutlon 

VS Hazara 

1959 

England 

PBH May 

O.K Gaekwad 



MC Cowdrey 
(4lh & sm Tests) 

P Roy (2nd Test) 

1961-62 

India 

E.R Dexter 

NJ Contractor 

1964 

India 

MJK Smith 

Nawab ol Paiaudi (Jr) 

1967 

England 

DB Close 

Nawab ol Paiaudi (Jr) 

1971 

England 

R Illingworth 

AL Wadekar 

1972-73 

India 

A R Lewis 

A L Wadekar 

1974 

England 

M H Denness 

A L Wadekar 

t976-77 

India 

A W Creig 

BS Bedi 

1979 

England 

J M Drearley 

S Venkataraghavan 

1980 

India 

J M Braarley 

G R Vishwanath 


Hlahest Total tor an Innings 
For Engiant 


Lowesl Total tor an Innings 
For England 


In England 

In India 

633-5 UecI 
559-8 dec' 

1st Test 
5th Test 

For India 

Birmingham 

Kanpur 

1979 

1964> 

In England 

In India 

101 

159 

3rd Test 
3rd Test 

For Indio 

The Oval 
Madras 

1971 

1972-73 

in England 

510 

Isl Tost 

Leeds 

1967 

1951- 

In England 

42 

2ncf Test 

Lord s 

1974 

In India 

485-9 deci 

2nd Test 

Bombay 


52 

In India 

83 

3rd Test 

Madras 

1976-77 


Highasl Individual umo 


In Enqlancl?46 
no 

In India 179 


By England 

Q Boycott Isl Test Leeds 

D L Amiss I St T est Delhi 


By India 

In England 221 SM Gavaskardth Test The Oval 1979 

In India 203 Nawab ol 4lh Test New Delhi 1964 

no Palaudi (Jr) 


Mott runs in a serios (By a playar) 


For England 

In England 399 (4 Tests) at 79 80 I Hutton 

India 994 (b Tests) at 99 00 K F 

Barrington 


For India 


1952 In England 542 (4 Tesisi at 77 42 SM Gavaskar 1979 

1961-62 In India 5B6 (5 TesIsl at 83 71 V L Manirekar 1961-62 


Most wickets in a milch 


In England 11 93 
It 14b 
In India 13- toe 


For England 

A Bedsar 2nd Test Manchester 

A Bedsar 1st Test Lords 

I Botham Jubilee Bombay 

Test 


For India 

In EnglandS-te? L Amarnath 2nd Test Manctosim 1946 • 

B-114 B S 3rd Tost 1971’ 

Chandrasekhar Tha Ovfil l96t'S2 

In India 12-108 V Mankad bill Tapt Madras 









For EngM 


fm hiM 


In England 29 (4 Tests) at 13 31 a piece FS Tiueman 1952 In England 17 (5 Teste) a pace at 34 65 SP Guple19S9 
In lf«ta29(5Teste) at 1755 a paKoOL UndonMOod 1976-77 hi Indite 35 ( 5 Taste)al 1B»ia pooeB S CnandroMkliar 1972-73 

IWCW wlCwfl pHroiMHi^s 


Far Eafland (n India) 


159 

1st wkt 

P 1 Richardson end G Pullar 

Isl Test 

Bombay 

196t-62 

221 

2nd wkt 

D L Amiss and J H Ednch 

2nd Test 

Lords 

1974 

169 

3rd wkt 

R Subba Row and M J K Smith 

5lh Test 

The Oval 

1959 

266 

4th wkt 

W R Hammond and T S Worthington 

3rd Test 

The Oval 

1936 

254 

5lh wkt 

K W R Ftetchei and A W Greig 

5th Tost 

Bombay 

1972-73 

171 

6lh wkt 

1 r Botham and R W1 aylor 

Jubilee lest 

Bombay 

1980 

103 

7th wkt 

APE Knott and R A Hutton 

3rd Test 

The Oval 

1971 

168 

8th wkt 

R Illingworth and P Lever 

2nd Tost 

Mancttesler 

1971 

83 

9th wkt 

KWH Fletcher and N GiHord 

3rd Tost 

Madras 

1972-73 

57 

10ln wkt 

.1 T Murray and HNS Hobbs 

3rd tost 

Birmtnqham 

1967 


For India |»t England) 


213 

Isl wkt 

S M Gavaskar and C Chauhan 

4fh Test 

The Oval 

1979 

192 

2nd wkt 

F Engineer and A WatJekar 

5Ih Test 

Bombay 

1972-73 

.'’11 

3rd wki 

V M Merchant and V S Harare 

1st Test 

Delhi 

1951-E2 



V Mankad and V S Ha/are 

2nd Tesi 

Lords 

1952 

222 

4tk wkt 

V S Harare and V 1 Manirekar 

1st Test 

Leeds 

1952 

190* 

5tfi wkt 

Nawab of Pataudi (Jr 1 am) C G Borde 

4lh Test 

New Delhi 

1964 

10S 

6th wkt 

V S Harare and D G Phadkar 

1st Test 

Leeds 

195? 

153 

7fh wkt 

C G Borde and S A Durrani 

2nd Tost 

Bombay 

1964 

101 

Bth wkt 

R G Nadkarni and F M Engineer 

5th test 

Madras 

196 Ml? 

54 

9th Wkt 

G S Ramchand and S G Shinde 

2nd Test 

Lords 

1952 

51 

10th wkt 

R G Nadkarni and B 5 Chandrasekhar 

3rd Test 

Calcutta 

1064 


BOMBAY TEST NOVEMBER 27—DECEMBER 2 
BOMBAY IN THE FAST 

B ombay has tieen a lurky Test venue fur England England ha*. played India 7 times at Bombay running the lirsi one in 1933-34 and the last one in 
1900 The remaining live Tests in 1951 52 1961-62 1964 1972 73 and 1976-77 rvere drawn The following are the statistical highliqhls of the 
England vs India tests at Bombay 


YBW 

TOSS 

BRIEF SCORGE BrtTN RESULT 

1933-34 

India 

England won by 9 wickets (England 436 40 1 India 219 258I 

1951 52 

Iridia 

Drawn (India 485 9 doci, 208 England 456. 55-2) 

1961-62 

England 

Drawn (England 500-6 deci 184 5 decl India 390. 180 5) 

1964 

India 

Drawn ([ ngtand 233 206 3 India 300 249-8 decl) 

197? 73 

India 

Drawn (England 460 67 2 India 446 244-5 decl) 

1976 77 

India 

Drawn (England 31/ 152-7 India 338, 192) 

1980 

India 

Lngland won by 10 wickets (England 296 98-0, India 242 and 149) 


HIGHEST TOTALS 

LOWEST TOTALS 


For England 

bOO-0 derl 

1st 

Test 

I'Oei 62 

Fof CrK)land 2J3 


.'ml lest 1964 

Foi ndin 

485-9 decl 

2nd 

Toil 

1951 5? 

rnr India 149 


Jiibilo- Test 1980 





CENTURIES 





For INDW(t) 




For EHGLAND(6) 


155 VS 

Harare 

2nd Test 


1951-52 

175 

T W Graveney 

2rtd Test 

<951-52 

140 P Roy 

2nd Tost 


1951-52 

151 

K1^ Barrington 

Isl Test 

1961-62 

121 F M Engineer 

51h Test 


KI72 73 

148 

A W Greiq 

5lh Test 

197:* 73 

118 L Amarnalh 

isl lest 


1933 34 

i36 

H H Valenu'ie 

Isl lost 

1933-)4 

113 GH 

Vishwanatli 

5lh Test 


1972-73 

114 

1 1 Botham 

.lubiloe (esi 

1980 

108 SM 

Gavaskar 

51h Test 


1978-77 

113 

KWR r leu her 

bth lost 

1972 73 



5 WICKETS IN AN INNINGS 

OR 10 WICKETS IN A MATCH 





For WOIA 





Fw ENGLAND 


5-33 

KD Ghavrt 

5lh Test 


1980 

6-58 

1 Botham 

Jubilee Test 

1976 77 

5-52 

KD Ghpvri 

Jubilee Test 



7-48 



1980 

5-90 

M Nissar 

Isl Test 


1933-34 

5 55 

MS Nichols 

Ist Test 

1933-34 

5-135 

B S Chandrasekhar 

•5th Tost 


1976-77 

5-B4 

D L Underwood 

Sih lest 

1972-73 

Compiled by 

VIJAYAN BALA 














News: Internationa/ 


HIMALAYAN RALLY 


Confusion in snow 


U NFAmUARITY with the re^- 
nons leading to some hilarious 
situations was the highlight of the 
closing stages of the second Hima¬ 
layan rally which ended in the capital 
recently. This came about as many 
participants lodged protests with the 
authorities in a bid to reverse the 
results and even get some sections of 
the 3,834 km ra% route cancelled. 

The Jalorie Pass, situated at a 
height of 10,300 feet in Himachal 
Pradesh, was the bone of contention. 
Light snow had been falling on-the 
pass for about four hours when the 
cars began leaving Narkhanda at 6 
p m. on the fifth evening of the rally 
on their way up to the pass on the third 
leg that would take them to Manali for 
an overnight halt 


The organisers, the Himalayan Rally 
Association, in fact, had to take a 
decision on whether to let the rally go 
through the pass or take the cars on an 
alternative route to Manali via Simla 
and Bilaspur The police reported that 
the pass was snowbound, but H.R.A 
Chairman Nazir Hossein insisted, “The 
pass mi^t be snowbound for normal 
traffic, but not for a rally.” He was 
supported by the clerk of the course, 
Gopal Mahadevan, who was in favour 
of letting the rally go through 
His opinion was soon justified Word 
came through at 8 p.m. that the first 
vehicle, an Indian Army Jonga driven 
by M^or Ravi Kapur has crossed the 
pass. Ten other venicles, a Jonga, two 
Mahindra jeeps, a Datsun 160J, two 
Mercedez Benz Koels (entered by Indi- 


f ani), three Premier Patdoiinis and an 
Ambassador, also got through on the 
first attempt. Only the sixteen other 
cars following them did not. 

Early in the morning of November 
13, the rally marshal, who was sitting 
atop the pass in a radio vehicle, turned 
bacic for Narkhanda when he found no 
other cars coming through. On his way 
back he found a number of cars 
stranded along the route and advised 
the drivers to return in their own 
interest This they did, and by dawn 
the same day, all of them were back in 
Narkhanda. 

Now what? Narkhanda control got in 
touch, via radio, with the rally head¬ 
quarters at the Mauiya Sheraton in 
the capital and asked for instructions 
“Give them another chance”, the HQ 
said and advised Narkhanda that the 
Manali time control would be kept 
open till 6 p.m the same evening—an 
additional 21 hours—and should any 
of the 16 cars make it by then, they 
could still run in the rally and qualify 
as finishers, though they would pick 
up a massive number of penalty 
points 

Two of these 16 called it a day at 
Narkhanda and two set off on their 
own The remaining 12 left in two 



C<htinver Astern Khan (in dark gtesMsl pours champagna into Ramaah Khoda'a moutfi alanitng atop ttmlf Dalaun leot aHar lhair Wctoiy 



Ramesh Khotia Ham mitt co-ttmmr Aslam Khan gnmlha victory sah/to attar winning the cm rally 


batches’of six each Four made it to 
Manali on time and rejoined the rally 
by when the other 11 had been flagged 
off at 4 p.m on the start of the fourth 
leg. That left 15 cars still on the road 
But by the time the rally got to Rai the 
final audit and bunching control sta¬ 
tion, there were'a lot many more cars 
as some had taken an alternative route 
down to Rai, while some others had 
made a detour to Manali and joined 


the regular rally from there 

However, only 13 cars were pro¬ 
visionally placed by the time the rally 
rerminated in Delhi, two of the 15 
starters from Manali having dropped 
out on the way. 

This was when the protests started. 
The drivers, who had to return to 
Narkhanda, contended that the rally 
should be terminated at that point as 


ue uuan ana muo. turaea up me 
COTS ahead of them, had mode it im- 
pouible for them to go through. Some 
drivers even alleged that many cars in 
the initial batch had been unfairly 
helped by puahi^ and towing and 
showd thus be disoualified. Mr Hoo- 
sein countered these allegations 
saying that such actions were pmectly 
justified. 

Others claimed diat the onljr way for 
them to get through to Manali was via 
Simla, while sdll others said that they 
had come down to Raf because they 
thought that this was what they were 
supposed to do. 

Another group of drivers said that 
the decision asking them to turn back 
to Narkhanda was unjustified as no 
clearcut orders to this effect had come 
through from the H.R.A. headquarters 
and that the Marshal on the spot had 
acted on his own. 

Eventually, the stewards, who ad¬ 
judicated on the protests, took the 
only logical way out. They gave a 
“dead tune” of 435 minutes to the cars 
who had been unable to go through the 
Jalorie Pass on the first attempt and 
also ruled that all those cars who had 
got through to Manali, by whichever 
route, would be deemed to have run in 
the rally, no matter how late they were 
at Manali. 

This brought in another nine cars 
mto the rally, the four who had come 
down to Rai being disqualified 

This apart, there was a silly protest 
from the Kirloskar entries—four 
diesel-powered Mercedes Benz Koels, 
only two of which finished the rally 
The Kirloskars brought in a lawyer in 
a bid to convince the stewards of their 
protest that winner Ramesh Khoda’s 
Datsun 160J, had an illegally mounted 
headlight. 

The relevant rule on this issue 
states that the mounting should in no 
case be above the windscreen, though 
the actual light may be 

“Good Lord,” Kenyan Khoda’s team 
manager Ashok Bhalla said, “Why 
can’t these guys go through the rule 
book properly? We’ve got photographs 
to show that our lights are correctly 
mounted ” 

The stewards inspected the car and 
threw out the protest Perhaps, in 
protest the Mercedes drivers and 
crews stayed away from the Hima¬ 
layan rally ball on the night <>'' the 
prize distribution reremonv- 

The protests apart, the lally ran 
without any hitch, barring rhe miiiot 
stone throwing iiiiideiits at Baroda, 
Jaipur and Hapur Only one short 
section—170 km up to the Rohtang 
Pass from Manali ami back—had to be 
cancelled due to snow, but that was a 
(actor beyond the organisers’ control 

To sum up, It would not be wrong to 
say that the rally haS come to stay, and 
thank God for that. Nazir Housein, in 
fact, says that he is quite confident of 
hazarding a guess that at least 25 
foreign drivers would enter the lace 
next year. 

A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT, 
Delhi 









ASIAN BASKETBALL 

China supreme 

HANUMAN SINGH reports on the championship 


Y et another Asian Basketball 
Championship ended. In this 
championship two courts were used 
This was done to facilitate eaily finish 
as some of the teams have internation¬ 
al engagements ahead. The race for 
supiemacy was limited to China, 
Korea and .Japan and no other team 
posed any serious threat to them 
China were pre-tournameni tavourites 
because of then past perlorniance 
Since their return to FIBA and ABC in 
the mid-Seventies, China were third at 
the Tehian Asiad, won the Eighth ABC 
at Bangkok and since then, retained 
the title at three ABC competitions 
China had everything that a team 
should have—tall playeis, good shoo- 
teis and swif^ movement The South 
Koreans, who last won the ABC twelve 
years ago, surprised everybody with 
their vast impiovement They move 
fast and quicklv take up shooting 
positions The Koieans’ main assest is 
fast breaks and they believe in playing 
a paty game Height is the Koreans' 
gieatest disadvantage This way, the 
Chinese aie blessed with two players 
who aie just ‘unreachable’ 

I have seen the Japanese learn as 
Asia’s best combination At Nagoya, 
thev iought galhintiv and lost to China 
in the linal At Calcutla, I saw two of 
their top shooters missing I can't 
recollect their names But Japan could 
have made a diftcience in then posi¬ 
tion I'hev lost to the Koreans because 


thev could not keep pace against fast 
bleaks I think lapan will have to work 
hai d to see that they play fast basket¬ 
ball, else thev may slip further down. 

The championship was oiganised in 
a grand manner. But I think the play¬ 
ing .surface needed mure attention It 
should have been synthetic, which 
would have made the play faster Stan- 
daidwise, 1 still think Asia is far from 
the tup in Iniei national basketball 1 
have seen some of the European teams 
during the Moscow Olympics and I feel 
that Asia is no match to the Europeans 
and the Americans I was happy to see 
Thailand improving its position from 
ninth in the last champioii.ship to 
seventh Iran started well and played a 
great game against Pakistan to record 
one ot the finest victories After the 
Japan-Koiea match, it was the Iran 'Vs 
Pakistan tie which was a real cliff- 
hangei Iran did not plan their attack 
properly in other encounters, else they 
would have given a better display Iran 
finished eighth, a position which Iraq 
bagged at Nagoya But Iran did nut 
take pait at Nagoya The Iraqis didn't 
come 10 Ciilciitta Pakistan suffered 
heavily and from sixth position, they . 
slipped down to tenth, despite the fact 
that thev went on tour to China before 
coming to Calcutta The other lowly- 
placed teams aie improving Hon¬ 
gkong, tor example, went up one step 
In Asia, the competitions are few and 
tai between The Inlet-city cham¬ 


pionship, which will be staged at Eton* 
gkong. will give anothci opportunity 
to us before the Asian Games, In - 
Hongkong, the B.Fl is planning to 
field a team called "Indian Starlets" 
which will be oui national team 
OR the Calcutta ABC we had 
phased training, under the Indian 
coach Capt M Rajan at Patiala and 
Delhi Eailier Chansuiiya ot MS was 
our coach, when we played the series 
against the Russians Then Rajan be¬ 
came our coach and trained the team 
till he was replaced about thirty days 
bcfoie the championship I think the 
Rus.sian coach was invited veiy late. 
Before his joining Rajan had trained 
the team in a diffeient way 
But Surguvi IS a hard-working coach. 
He tried to change our technique and 
pattern within a very short lime We 
were a bit purzied to adapt ourselves 
to his* new tecliiii(|ue He- lold us that 
his eyes were set on the next year’s 
Asian Game's and he was not taking 
the ABC seriously He doesn't like 
range shooting and some ot us liad to 
change out style cotiipletely 

However, we could not achieve any¬ 
thing bettei than the fouith jiosifiun 
Bur that we could have gained even 
undin an Indian coach 
We badly lack pivots like Kluishi 
Ram and Mfitthews and shoou-is like 
Surinder Katana and Haridutt We 
had only one good shooter 1 only wish 
they letain the team iniacr at least till 
the Asiad While China .iiid Koti-a had 
change/] only three plaveis in their 
team winch played at the Nagova ABC, 
we had onlv thiee plaveis fiom the 
last ABC team 

Although the Ni't<i|i liidooi Stadium 
had tew emjitv blocks, I have not seen 
a bertei and moie knowledgeable 
ciowd rliJii at lalciitta heloie The 
ABC, which was uig.iiiised so well, will 
give a boost to the game in the city 

I T was my sixth ABC or in other 
words my twelfth year in inrertia- 
tional basketball 1 was the seniormosl 
player in the championship I have 
played in Manila, Kuala Lumpur, 
Bangkok, Tokyo, Nagova and Singa¬ 
pore I have enjovc'd playing the game 
everywhere—but 1 considered it a 
gieat privilege to play in my own 
country and at one of the most beauti¬ 
ful and spacious stadia oi Asia But I 
was unhappy to see the stands empty 
in the beginning It seemed that the 
game was not one which the Calcut- 
tans relished But those who staved to 
watch the competitions must have felt 
the love the people ot this t ity have tor 
this game which at times can prove to 
be a great thriller, as was witnessed 
duiing the Pakistan-Iran match 
After an imptessive opening cere¬ 
mony, we weie at the coiiits to play 
against our neighboui Sri Lanka, who 
happened to be the weakest team in 
the tournament Theie is a growing 
tendency among the Asian nations to 
have foreign coaches for then teams 
We had Russian, Pakistani, Sri Lankan 
and American coaches 1 think these 
foreign coaches are not impaiting 
coaching in the way they should have 


The lubilaiil Chinese players Ml their coach alter their victory m the tinal 






Snippets 


B asketball is not a vei^ ix>pu- 

lar game in this State, but the 
people of Calcutta once again 
proved that they really love sports, 
no matter what type of game they 
have the occasion to witness and 
enjoy In the initial stages of the 
championship, the stands used to 
be near empty, but as the tourna' 
ment progressed, spectators began 
purchasing daily tickets and 
thronging the stadium. The major 
portion of the seats, especially 
those just above the court in which 
China used to play, were occupied 
by members of the Chinese com¬ 
munity of the city, who kept cheer¬ 
ing their favourite team every now 
and then. The first two days did not 
see many spectators, but from the 
third day onwards, especially the 
day the match between Japan and 
India was played, people came in 
large numbers Things reached the 
climax during the finals when the 
stands were tilled to capacity, with 
the Chinese spectators chanting; 
“We want China”. After China won 
the championship, they were abso¬ 
lutely thrilled and some of them 
went inside the arena and pre¬ 
sented the team with a bouquet. 
Coming back to the Japan-India 
match, the home crowd cheered 
their team and even shouted to 
distract the ioreign players when 
they went for the free shots. But 
even that did not prevent the skil¬ 
led Japanese from winning the lie. 

But the next day was an anti¬ 
climax India was playing at court, 
number one. against Malaysia, 
while the important match between 
Japan and Korea was taking’place, 
at about the same time, at the 
adjacent court number two. The 
intelligent and sports conscious 
people of the city did not take much 
time to decide which game they 
would prefei to watch They chose 
the latter which decided either 
Korea oi Japan would fight with 
China tor the top honours That in 
spite ot India playing at the adja¬ 
cent court 


R egarding the Korea-Japan 
match, a thing ought to be men¬ 
tioned The Koreans only fielded 
six players in the entire match, four 
^ them playing without any rest 
lung Myuiie (4), Kim Dong 
iig (7 1 , I-ec Chung Hee (8) and 
an Soo (M). while Cho Dong 
J) ami I’.irk Jong Cheon (15) 
alternatively for the fifth 
nd among the four who 
hioiighuul, only five fouls 
uniintted' Kim (3), Lee 
1) and Lee Min (1) After 
imsiK and thrilling victory, 
lifted up their coach 
icials when they were cheer¬ 


ing their victory, they were jdven a 
stending'ovadon when they l^t thw 
court; and only when they left the 
arena, did the majority of the spec¬ 
tators turn their attention to the 
match between India and Malaysia. 

S INCE the topic is about two 
courts, another thing comes to 
mind. Except for the last two days, 
there were two courts and' the 
matches were held simultaneously, 
as can be evident from the above- 
mentioned incident. While there 
were two courts, there was a gener¬ 
al complaint amongst the specta¬ 
tors that this was not a good deci¬ 
sion. Their line of thinking went 
something like this: if two good or 
important matches are taking place 
at the same time, one cannot watch 
and follow both at the same time. 
They were thinking in terms of 
having a single court and having 
some of the matches in the morn¬ 
ing. But when only the centre court 
came into existence, for the last two 
days, there was a fresh complaint, 
contradicting the first. This time' 
that was better, was the general 
feeling At least sopiething was 
going on all the time, but when only 
one court was in operation, the 
period of interval seemed very bor¬ 
ing. As the saying goes, you cannot 
please everybody, and no one 
seems to be satisfied with what one 
gets. 

T here were four giants in the 
Championship; Mu Tiezhe (15), 
Ma Zhanzu (4) of China, Yasutaka 
(6) of Japan and our own Sunil 
Panda (6). All four were very popu¬ 
lar members of their respective 
teams and the spectators really 
loved seeing their play. Though for 
the major portion of the matches 
they were cheered, they were also 
laughed at. This happened when 
Yasutaka once fell down with a 
thud in one of the matches. He 
could not get up on his own and had 
to seek the help of his colleagues. 
The spectators took the incident 
lightly and had a good laugh! But, 
overall, they were the most popular 
players in the championship, along 
with Kim of Korea, who was identi¬ 
fied by hiS'shaggy hair and brilliant 
playing abilities. And it was mainly 
due to him that Korea became the 
most popular team in the cham¬ 
pionship 


I N direct contrast to the giants in 
the Chinese and Japanese teams, 
were the “shorties” in those sides. 
China's Liu Song (6) and Japan's 
Shuji (10), Both were very fast with 
the b^I, also with the ability to 
slow down the game to suit the 
interest of the team But, what was 
really remarkable about them was 
their youthfulness and enthusiasm. 


used to chase their o^nenfit. 
at the opponents' courts, fall bkek . 
to help the defence and again wmt 
up for attacks. They made up for 
their lack of height with their de¬ 
termination and will-power. 

A nother incident involved 
Yasutaka. He was almost mob¬ 
bed by autograph hunters when he- 
had gone to do some marketing. He 
had gone along with some of hi^ 
team-mates when he was suddenly ' 
recognised and pressed for auto¬ 
graphs. He started obliging them 
but when the crowd swelled to 
several hundreds, he panicked and 
called for help. A wireless van final¬ 
ly rescued him and took him to his 
hotel. That he was not able to sit 
comfortably in the van was another 
matter. 

T AILPIECES' During the Japan- 
Sri Lanka tie, a small locket had 
fallm from the chest of one of the 
players Even the giant Yasutaka 
helped in searching for it When he 
bent dpwn, even then he was taller 
than most of the Sri Lanka players, 
who surely were the shortest lot as 
far as the whole team was con¬ 
cerned. 

ON an accidental visit to one of 
the hotels in which the players 
were staying, it was noticed that 
the Chinese team was watching a 
movie (Von Ryan’s Express) on a 
video. The leaner of the delegation, 
literally had to push them away 
from the hall for it wa.s lunch time 
for the players. And just after they 
had finished their lunch, which 
they must have gulped down, they 
: were back again to watch the movie 
AFTER the match, which decided 
the fourth and fifth places, between 
i Philippines and India, some mem¬ 
bers of the Press went to the Indian 
coach to get his comments At that 
time, the Calcutta Dooradarshan- 
wallahs came and whisked him 
away for an interview. That was fair 
enough, but what happened i^ter 
that was unpardonable. When he 
came back to talk to the waiting 
people of the Fourth Estate, J. P. 
Misnra, an executive committee 
and selection committee member 
took him away to discuss whether 
he will go to Delhi of Nagpur. For 
them, it was more important to 
discuss those things^ rather than 
seek the Russian codth’s opinion 
about the state of basketball in 
India. 

DURING the match between Phi¬ 
lippines and India, the two electro¬ 
nic scoreboards at opposite corners 
of the court kept showing different 
timings, and the coach of the fore¬ 
ign team rightly protested. Inciden¬ 
tally, the scoreboards had been 
sent from the Regional Engineering 
College, Trivandrum. . 

SARAJIT DEB i ... 
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done. They seem to ignore the playing 
conditions in Asia and train these 
players as if they were being coached 
in Europe. 

Against Sri Lanka we scored a cen¬ 
tury- Against our 102 points they could 
muster only 27 points—and this is 
surely evident enough as to how weak 
they are. This was our first encounter 
and coach Surguy u.sed this match fur 
experimenting various combinations 
and variations We did well but we 
also knew that the Sri Lankans were 
very weak and there was nothing to be 
cheerful about. 



Ttm seven looters in eclion—Chines Mu Tmihe 


trying to snatch fie ball trom Yasutaka of Japan 


China, on the other hand, also 
started with a century against Iran, 
whom the former literally toyed with 
and recorded a grand victory Similar¬ 
ly, Korea also made a glorious start 
with a fine victory over Singapore. 

The second day saw one of the real 
cliff-hangers between Iran and. Pakis¬ 
tan who, despite having been ahead 
with 13 points, surrendered the lead in 
the last couple of minutes Iran were 
trailing by four points but Ferozneh 
and Paahanoghadin combined very 
well between themselves and, to the 
surprise of everyone, gave their oppo¬ 
nents a heavy blow. Ferozneh, a ball 
player, was in great form and feeding 
the shooters very well. He hardly com¬ 
mitted any mistake and Pasha did the 
bulk of scoring In the closing stage, 
Pakistan fumbled and it was mispas- 


sing and poor interception which 
brought about their defeat. 

Pakistan was, however, without 
their ace shooter Liakat Ali, who after 
coming to India realised that he was 
carrying a broken palm. He chmped 
the bone during the tour of China 
before the championship. Sad indeed. 

Iran’s shooting was appalling, but 
they tried to improve it. Had they 
concentrated on speedy bursts, they 
could have done better. Against Pakis¬ 
tan, they set the pace of the game and 
tried to make their rivals tired in 
order to keep pace with them It was a 
good tactic. I hoped that Iran would do 
even better in other matches, but they 
disappointed me. 

The Pakistan team which played at 
Nagoya two years ago, looked far bet¬ 
ter There we managed to beat them 
by only one point to claim the fifth 
place 

Both the Korean and the Chinese 
teams had an easy match against Thai¬ 
land and Malaysia, against whom both 
of them scored more than a hundred 
points each 

We did not get the expected resist¬ 
ance from Hong Kong and had an easy 
victory over them with a margin of 24 
points. Lanky Panda used his height 
and so did Ajmer to do the bulk of 
scoring With this victory, we were 
assured of a berth in the super league 
or the championship proper 

We have never beaten Japan in the 
past And we missed a chance to beat 
them at Calcutta. I have never rated 
the Japanese team very high 

I think our coach Surguv Strailov, 
whom I respect highly, underesti¬ 
mated Sunil Panda and kept him glued 
to the bench too long. The Japanese 
defence was realW tough and to score 
over the head of 224 ems long Yasuta¬ 
ka was as tough as climbing Mt 
Everest But, still, height was not the 
only factor The Japanese man-to-man 
defence was undoubtedly superb. Pan¬ 
da was well covered by Yasutaka, who 
immobilised the Indian giant for quite 
sometime This probably farced the 
Russian coach to rest Panda. I tried to 
keep the game alive by dribbling. But 
when we Tost Ajmer due to five fouls 
committed by him and with Panda 
outside we were in an uneasy position 
We were ahead four times, but could 
not clinch the issue We lost by a 
margin of 13 points At the Nagoya 
championship, runners-up Japan won 
by a maigin of 42 points. This time we 
had at least the satisfaction of reduc¬ 
ing the margin. 

Again.st Malaysia, everybody rated 
us the favourites. The coach advised us 
to play a cool and calculated game 
from the beginning. 1 too was asked to 
play a slow game It is difficult for me 
to play at a slower pace. It turned out 
to be a dull encounter with the players 
being changed very frequently. Ajmer 
should have been given a free hand in 
this match, as it would have been 
given him new confidence. But the 
coach sidelined him for most of the 
time True, we won the match hut we 
should have won it mote t<>riviiuii<i',!\ 
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C HINA, who returned to the Asian 
basketball scene in the SevenUes, 
became a super power in the Ei^ties. 
Now they have clinched the Asian title 
for the fourth time; in succession with 
the greatest possible ease, which was a 
result of good forward-planning and 
excellent teamwork. The Koreans 
were actually expected to turn the 
tables on their Chinese rivals, but they 
failed to live up to the expectations. 
My experience tells me that it was one 
of the least contested battles 1 have 
ever seen. The short Koreans simply 
had no answer to the challenge posed 
by the tall Chinese players, especially 
Mu Tiezhe who seemed like the great 
wall of China keeping the Korean 
shooters at bay all the time. 

The Koreans, however, started well, 
but could not penetrate the seemingly 
impregnable defence of the Chinese. 
Their shooters missed the target too 
often Despite having started with man 
to man marking, they had to switclj 
over to zonal combination after the 
interval when China was leading 43- 
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On the other hand, China depended 
heavily on Mu Tiezhe for keeping 
Korea’s Lin Jung Myune and Kim 
Dong Kwang in control. And dis¬ 
charged his duty wonderfully. The 
entire stadium roared with laughter 
seeing the Koreans stoop to unfair 
methods in order to prevent Mu from 
scoring. But he was not the least 
disturbed ‘by them and went on con¬ 
trolling the ball as if he were handling 
a tennis ball 

The Koreans, perhaps, thought that 
the Chinese players would not be able 
to keep pace with their fast play. But 
the Chinese team gave a fitting reply 
by continuing to play at the pace set 
by the Koreans Ironically, the Ko¬ 
reans themselves found it difficult to 
match their opponents in speed 
■ The Chinese shooters were ve^ well 
fed by Lin Yulin, Guo Yong Lin and 
Ma Lianbao, who, though not given 
much exposure in the earlier matches, 
controlled the game in great style 
moving all over the court like a 
panther. 

A keen battle was expected in the 
second half, but the Koreans never 
seemed determined to give their oppo¬ 
nents a stiff challenge For them, Lee 
Chung Hee accounted for 90 per cent 
success in shooting, while on the 
Chinese side, Li Yulin hardly missed 
any chance to score 
In fact, the Chinese were a superbly 
fit team. They planned their strategy 
according to what the situation war¬ 
ranted. 

Inrili vs Philippines 

India had the best opportunities to 
beat the Philippines But the latter 
fought hard and won the match quite 
deservingly 

Japan ws Keren 

TAPAN, weie given a good drubbing 
I by the voiithful Koreans. It was a 
Jon (lass in.i'di Tl-xigh handicapped 





b>' their short hei^t, the Koreans 
never relented in their attack. In fact, 
they overcame the handicap of height 
with their range of shooting. It was a 
see-saw battle from the beginning and 
the result was difficult to predict. 
Yasutaka, the tallest in the Japanese 
rank, proved really a menace to the 
ace Korean shooters who were im- 
mohili.sed by him in the first half. The 
Koicans excelled in interception, drib- 
hlitig and passing. In skipper Kim 
Oonp Kwang, they have a fine mnvei 

India vs Kama 

W HEN we entered the court to play 
against the Koreans, we knew 
that defeat was inevitable—and we 
leally fared miserably. The Koreans 
weie superbly fit and as a unit they 
could be compared to a well-oiled 
engine which never stops Our coach 
fielded the second stung players main¬ 
ly—Aimer, Panda, Radheshyam and 
myself were not given much oppor¬ 
tunity 

The handicap ot height never trou¬ 
bled the Koreans and their range ul 
shooiing compensated fur it Skipper 
Kim Dong was given limited appear¬ 
ance and he took it easy 
We lost 7S)-J10 It was our second 
deleai, while on the other hand, it was 
the tiist time in the championship that 
a team scored more than 100 points I 
feel India could have narrowed the 
margin with the help of the hist best 
five 

Japan vs China 

T IIIC Cluna-Japan tie was an in- 
teiestirig show, as both the teams 
ticlded ihcir ‘Gullivers’ The Chinese 
guarded the 2 24 metre tall Yasutaka 
with the help of fhc'ir almost equally 
tall Mu Tiezhe The Chinese scoring 
isas restricted by Yasutaka China, 
who were leading by 12 points suf- 
tered a jolt when Mu Teizhe retired 
alter committing five fouls. Then it 
seemed that /apan might turn the tide 
III their favour. But Zhanju, another 
tall player who leplaced Mu, proved 
no less competent and was succes.sful 
111 keeping the Japanese at bay China 
owe their victory in this crucial match 
mainly to their tall players. 

A panoramic t/iew ol the opening ceremony 
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With KOI ee!> Kwjnq lyimi on the ground Chinas 
Mu Tieuhe 1 151 about to basket 
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T he Chinese players are methodical 
in whatever they do. They plan 
their strategy much in advance and 1 
have no hesitation to say that thev are 
the best in all departments of the 
game. We knew that we were meeting 
the Asian champions whom we could 
hardiy be expected to match despite 
our very best efforts The mighty 
Chinese team had consummate com¬ 
mand over the game It was difficult to 
keep pace with them as they had their 
height as an added advantage But, 
except Panda, we had nobody to check 
their tall players. Actually, Panda was 
fielded more for checking the Chinese 
giants than earning points tor our 
ream We played a defensive game, 
our purpose being to prevent China 
from scoring and utilise all chances 
that came nur way 
Our opponents adopted zone-cum- 
man-to-man defence that caused con¬ 
siderable noublc for Panda. We play¬ 
ed with our first five foi ten minutes 
We found the Chinese players faster 
and swifter than us They were scoring 
frequently I was not allowed much 
freedom by them and there was hardly^ 
any scope foi me to feed our shooters.* 
As the first five failed miseiably the 
coach adopted various combinations, 
but only in vain 

We were trailing by SO points Sur¬ 
prisingly, Mu, the tallest in the 
Chinese team was hardly played Had 
he been there the Chinese would have 
scored more Our defence simply fell 
like nine pins We were neither physi¬ 
cally nor technically equipped to take 
on such a furmidable team I stiongly 
felt that to achieve something signifi¬ 
cant in international basketball either 
we have to tram ourselves the way the 
short Koieans do or search tor more 
tall players like Panda Only then we 
can expect to do well in the interna¬ 
tional arena 

Among the Chinese players Cuo 
Yong Liii and He Jhua did leally well. 
We tried to restrict the defeat margin 
to less than .SO points and we had the 
consolation of achieving it. 

Philippines vs Japan 

T his match on the othei court was 
really an intei estiiig show Howev¬ 
er, Japanese team pethaps, was the 
weakest side that I nave seen 'n my 
last 12 years in intetnational basket- '• 
ball Thev had to fight hard against the 
Ameiican-coached Philippines for 
third spot in the championship. The 
Philippines possess the best players in 
Asia, but since most of their good 
playei s became professionals they are 
always finding it difficult to form their 
national team In that countiy the 
game IS very jxipular and big money is 
involved in the piofessional circuit. 
They gave the Japanese team some 
anxious moments though the latter, 
with the help of their height out¬ 
smarted them with a narrow margin of 
99-82 

(Next week we carry the versions of 
some of the international coaches) 
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No more Wimbledon for me 

In an exclusive interview, Eliot Teltsoher talks about the various 
asiieotsof the game today to SARAJIT DEB 


E UOT TELTSCHER is from Palos 
Verdes, southern Cahforaia, USA, 
where be was bom on March IS, i959. 
He is a player of rich promise and has 
beaten the world’s top exponent, John 
McEnroe, several times. In be 
was lOtb on the ATP computer, win- 
lUnf two of the 27 tournaments in 
which be entered and finishing run¬ 
ners-up in five others. Placed II in the 
ciiirenr ATP ranlcin^s, Teltscber’s 
favourite shot is his backhand volley, 
which he uses with devastating effect. 
Though being basically an all-court 
plgyer, Eliot lacks continuity—which 
was very much evident in the Classic 
Tennis Event held recently in Calcut¬ 
ta, where he lost both the matches, 
uikinsr John Alexander and Wojtek 
Fibak. Perhaps the people of Calcutta 
had the fortune of seeing this talented 
American pla^ng at his best in only 
one set, the first against Fibak whom 
be pulverised 6-1. But after that, he 
seemed to lose interest and gave up 
easily, or perhaps he was over¬ 
confident and bad to pay the penalty. 
He did not live up to his reputation 
and showed just glimpses of his 
famous backhand ana made many un¬ 
forced errors. But he is a player who is 
definitely capable of producing better 
form. On the first day of the event, 
Sportsworld met Eliot Teltscher. Ex¬ 
cerpts: 


S PORTSWORLD: Would you tcU us 
something about your earlier 
careelr? 

EUOT TELTSCHER: It was my pa¬ 
rents who inspired me to the game of 
tennis right from the beginning. And it 
was practically at theu* bidding that I 
started playing when I was 10, in 
southern California and it was also 
there that 1 took part in my first-ever 
tournament two years later. I remem¬ 
ber it very well l^cause 1 lost the very 
first match 0-6, 0-6 to Jim Crearley. 
But later in the year (1971) I became 
the number one player of southern 
California at the same age. 

SW: What about your first appear^ 
ance in a major tournament?. 

ET: It depends on what you call 
major. My first apmarance at the 
Wimbledon was in 1979, in the Davis 
Cup agunst Australia in 1980 and my 
first major triumph was in Auckland in 
New Zealand when I beat Onny Paiuii 
in the final in 1979. 



SW: Do you juatity the ATP nuik> 
Inm? 

ET: I think it is the most fair means 
of rankmg a playmr in the tennis world 
today. I am ranked 11 at present, I 
think it is more or less fair, because if I 
have any cause for dissatisfaction, oU 
that I can say is that 1 should have 
been ranked 10, which is practically 
the same. 1 think it is a fair assessment 
of the players who are playing tennis 
at present. 

SW: %Vhat do yon think about Jidm 
McEnroe? 

ET: All that I can say about him is 
diat he is the number one player at the 
moment. He won the Wimbledon and 
then followed it up with a victory in 
the US Open. How can a player do that 
if he’s not the number one? 

SW: What about clay surfaces? He 
has not been able to prove himself on 
cl ay courts, say, at the French Open. 

ET: It is true that McEnroe is not the 
player he is when he plays on clay. 1 
cannot pinpoint the reason for his 
failure in clay but he is the undisput- 
able king of grass, like Bjorn Borg is on 
clay. 

SW: You say that Borg is die best on 
clay. Can you name some Junior play¬ 
ers who are close challengers to Bo^ 
especially on clay? 

ET: Tira names come to mind, that 
of Ivan Lendl and Jose Luis Clerc. 
Both are very good and should fi^t 
for the top spot in clay after Borg 
retires. 

SW: You have just talked about the 
retirement of Borg. Do you think he is 
finished, or do you think he can still 
make a cmnebadt? 

ET: When 1 said that, I did not mean 
that Borg will retire. What 1 meant was 
that as long as Borg is around, he will 
be the best on clay, foUowed by these 
two voung players. About Borg being 
finished or middng a comeb^, aU 
that I can say is that he is young, by 
that I mean he is definitely not olo, 
and it will entirely depend on him as 
to whether he wants to continue play¬ 
ing seriously or not. 

SW: At present we see that the 
tennia players travel a lot, playing in a 
lot of tournaments. Do you think titis 
takes a toll on them and their games 
get effected? 

ET: Ye& we travel a lot and it does 
take a tou on the players. Take for 
example my case. Bmore comiim here, 
I had been to Australia, Japan, Europe 
and finally Los Angeles. Not only does 
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the travelling tftke a toil on os, but it 
also effects bur whole system. For 
example the time schedule, which up- 
<,ets our sleeping and resting time 
which is so very necessary for us. 

SW: Then why do you travel so 
much? Is it the lure of the money or 
the gaining of perfection? 

ET: Both. If anyone says that he is 
not interested in the money that is 
involved, he will be telling a lie. At the 
same time, the more tournaments we 
play, we get to face more players and 
can always learn a bit from each. 
Another important thing is that we 
want to exlubit our talent We have 
been gifted with a cenain amount of 
talent and it is not right just to keep it 
to yourself, you must show it to the 
others. And no one can say that the 

n le do not enjoy watching us play 
at respect, we provide entertain¬ 
ment to the others and at the same 
time earn money and better our game 
In addition to the tournaments, there 
are the exhibition matches, hke the 
one taking place here. In these we can 
relax a bit and take it easy. 

SW: You mean to say that you took it 
easy here and that is why the indiffe¬ 
rent form’ 

ET: Definitely I did not try as hard 
ds I would have dohe at a major 
tournament, but at the same time, we 
want to win because our prestige is at 
stake If I lose to a player who is 
ranked below me, it will not boost my 
morale, so we do try to w'in, but do not 


g o all out. As for my iadiCferent form 
ere, I think the main reason is the 
amount of traveUing I had done for the 
past few days. 1 am really sorry that I 
was not able to give of my best at 
Calcutta. 

SW: Coming to Calcutta. How do ^ 
find the playing surface, umpiruig, 
balls etc? 

ET: As far as this event was con¬ 
cerned, it was all right. There was 
trouble with the surface because it 
kept “opening up”. As far as umpiring 
was concerned, there were a lot of 
errors which would not have been 
tolerated in an important tournament. 
But here, the players tended to take 
things lightly and did not mind the 
wrong calls. The Balls (Matchless), I 
think, were very good. 

SW: Since we ate dealing with sur¬ 
faces, which do you favour? 

ET: (With a laugh) Definitely not 
grass, which is my worst surface. 
Otherwise, the other surfaces are fine 
with me. 

SW: Why not grass? 

ET: I really cannot pinpoint the 
reason, but it could be that I started 
playing on cement. And for that reason 
1 do not like playing at Wimbledon. 
And perhaps 1 have played my last 
Wimbledon. I have no intentions of 
taking part in that championship any 
more. 

SW: You have beaten McEnroe and 
yet have lost to players who are way 
below in the A^ ranking. Is this 


because of your indifferoit attitude or 
■mnethiag else? 

ET: When I play I do think about the 
consequences. If f win, it is fine and if I 
lose, I know it is not the end of the 
world. 

SW: Do you study your opponents 
before an encounter? 

ET: No, I don’t wory about the other 
players, I try to play my natural game 
that’s sll. 

SW: Who is your coach? Does he 
analyse your opponent for you? 

ET: My coach is Lansdorp Robert 
and he has been coaching me right 
from the beginning. He also does not 
try to assess my opponents and 
perhaps because 1 am under him that I 
have also developed this attitude. 

SW: Generally, how many hours do 
you devote to the game daily, by way 
of practice? 

ET: Usually it is four hours a day. A 
lot depends on where I am, and accor¬ 
dingly I adjust myself. My practice 
depends on the players who are avail¬ 
able. 

SW: Besides tennis, do you play any 
other games? 

ET: I like playing golf, which you 
can say is my hobby. 

SW: One last question. How would 
you rank the top ranking players of 
the world? 

ET: Accordiiw to my ranking it goes 
like this; Mc^roe, Borg, Connors, 
Lendl, Clerc, Vilas, Gene Mayer, Tan¬ 
ner and then myself. 
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NATIONAL SWIMMING 

Anita supreme 

ASHOK KAMATH 


A Nil A SOOD’s reputation pre 
ceded her to Madras And in the 


xxceded her to Madras And in the 
38tb NdtionaJ Aquatics Championship, 
which concluded at the Anna Swim 
ming Pool on November 17, the teen 
age sensation from Maharashtra left in 
her wake seven records shattered in a 
total of eight golds Some achievement 
this In a meet dominated by three 
teenagers—Anita and, to lesser ex 
tents, fellow Bombayite Persis Madan 
and Kerala's Wilson C Chenan—a 
total of 19 national records were sent 
into oblivion and Anita and 17 year 
old Chenan picked up the individual 
champions sashes 
As tor the team titles, the girls from 
Maharashtra tallied 166 points (with 
their nearest rivals Kerala way behind 
with 41 points) while in the men’s 
section, three institutional teams 
finished on the top of the heap—the 
Police the Services and the Rail 
ways —in that order 
The aqua queen (Anita) set the 
record breaking ball afloat on the 
opening day when she touched con 
Crete in the 800 metres free style and 
the 200 m individual medley in rec ord 
time Among her (,old wins in the last 
national at Lucknow was the 800 m 
free style event where she clocked a 
ret ord 10 mir 2S 8 sec This time she 
was timed at 10 25 4 after a fine 
10 111 in the heats earlier Less than 
45 minutes later, Anita lowered the 
200 m individual medley record with 
2 37 secs In the bargain, second placer 
Persis Madan also improved upon the 
erstwhile record If these two records 
were the talking point at the end of 

Anila Sooft the golden girl 


the first day’s proceedings one ! 
youngster who pulled oft an out ot the 
ordinary performance was a 17 year 
old pre degree student from Palai, 
Kottayam Wilson Chenan taking part 
in th' 200 m individual medley for 
men, put in the shade better known 
swimmeis by winning in 2 29 3 with 
Bengal’s Abhijii Ghosh a close second 

It was in this event that the current 
national record holder, T J Jacob had 
the mortification of finishing filth 
What made Chenan’s win all the more 
impressive was that the individual 
medley was not particularly the forte 
of this back stroke specialist The sole 
record in the men's section which went 
overboard on the opening day was the 
one m the 1500 m free style which 
like the 200 m individual medley was 
a hotly contested event Policeman 
Mohinder Kumar took the honours, 
elbowing out teammate Dharmpal 
Tokas at 18 21 2 Both the Policemen, 
in the process eclipsed the pievious 
best timing which stood in the name of 
Anil Gun’u 

Going fiom strength to stiength 
Anita Sood cornered the headlines on 
the second day too—a featuie she 
maintained thioughout the four day 
meet She won three events and mai 
ginally “spoilt” her image by failing to 
set a lecord in one of them This was in 
the 100 m breaststroke where Anita 
just about managed to beat the cur 
rent record holder Kiran Mala Devi by 
a head The Manipur girl clocked 
1 25 5 in this event last year, while 
Anita took 5 seconds more to finish on 
top this yeai But in the other two wins 





Wilson Cher iri—no oppositon n back stroke 


she achieved Anita must have had 
additional satisfaction in impn ving 
upon her own record timings—the 200 
m free style (timing 2 18 secs) and 
clipping off a substantial 14 seconds 
plus in the 400 m individual mcdlev 
Persis Madan, the girl who mushed 
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Jacob — uniroi)r 0 ssive 

second to Anita in the 400 m indi- 
i vidual medley, went on to set her first 
I lecord. in the 200 m stroke, with 
timings of 2 44 8 

Wilson Cheiian, the young lad who 
I finished on top in the 200 m individual 
: medley on the opening day, lived up to 
I his reputation by swimming the 200 m 
I hack-stroke event in record time— 
2 25.7 


Before the end of the second day’s 
pioceedings, S R Savoo of Services 
raised a cheer in the men’s section by 
felling the 200 m free-style record 

When new records were at a pre¬ 
mium in the men’s section, Thuuba 
Singh of the Police shattered his pre¬ 
vious best effori in the 200 m breast¬ 
stroke, clocking 2.40 3 seconds Two 


}tears ago Thouba was timed at 2:42.5 
in the same event. 

Anita's record-breaking exploits in 
the pool were almost becoming mono¬ 
tonous but by far her best effort came 
on the third day when .she became the 
first woman to break the five-minute 
barrier in the 400 metres free¬ 
style And what’s more, Anita achieved 
sub-five minute timings twice in the 
event She .stopped the watch at 4 58.9 
in the heats and improved further in 
the final at 4 .54 3 secs 
Persis Madan had a cake walk (or is 
it d “cake swim’’^) in the 200 m 
huttertly and one felt that if she had 
the fortune of being “pushed" that 
Wee extra bit by one of her rivals, may 
be she would have returned with a 
better timing than 2.40 7 Neverthe¬ 
less, this was Persis’s second record- 
breaking peiformaiice and was an im- 
rovement on the existing best of 
:45 4 which she set last year 
The Maharashti a (|uai tei went on to 
annex the 4 x 100 m medlev rel.iy in 
record time of 5'01 9 Two Madhya 
Pradesh girls tinished on top in the 
spring-board diving event, with Saiala 
Sarwate tallying 315 95 points, fol 
lowed bv Meeiia Patel with 121 75 { 
points I 

On the morning of the fourth and 
last day of the meet, the team charts 
were rea.sonabU cleai Both the hol¬ 
ders—the Police in the men’s section 
and Maharashtia in the women’s were 
way ahead of their neaiest iival. Ser¬ 
vices and Keiala, lespectively (In the 
end, the title holders tallied 113 points 
and 166 points, respectively to con¬ 
tinue their reign foi yet another yeai) 
But the main points ot interest centred 
around individual performances For 
one, would Anita impiove on her six 
golds she netted at the Lucknow- 
Nationals? At the end of the day, Anita 
was the pinud winner ni eight first 
places of which an incredible seven 
were new recoids The female Indian 
version of Mark Spit?, did someone 
sav^ Anita added the 100 m free style 
(1 01 6) and butterfly (1 09 3) ovei the 
same distance to her overnight tally of 
five new lecoids 

Not to be .swept away by that pretty 
tidal wave called Anita Sood, lellow 
Maharashtrian Persis Madan rewrote 
the recoid dossiers for the third time 
in this meet when she picked up the 
100 m back siiuke gold (in 1 15('i 
Back-siioke “specialist” Wilson Che- 
iian was timed at 1 06 1 in the one lap 
he took part m, in the 4 < 100 medlv 
but on the final day he won the 100 m 
b,ick-stioke with a gieatei deal of 
comfort even while establishing a new 
mark (1 059) Ihis bioiight his final 
tally to three first (ilaces which in¬ 
cluded two lecord setting effoits By 
winning the 200 m back-stroki‘ on the 
second dav, his final dav perfoimance 
biought him the back-stroke double, 
and the overall indivicinal cham¬ 
pionship title liic'ideiitallv, tins St 
Thomas C'ollege, Palai, student mav be 
joining the Indian Railways soon 
The water-polo title was taken by 
the Indian Kailwavs, beating Mah,lr- 
ashtia 7-5 in the linal 
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JUNIOR NEHRU HOCKEY TOURNAMENT 

Ill-temper mars a 
geed show 


A HOCKEY team from Manipur is 
still as much a novelty as a cricket 
team from America. So, when the boys 
from Imphal’s Khural Sajor Leikai 
high school figured in the final of the 
Junior Nehru hockey tournament in 
the capital on the Children’s Day, it 
became national news. Unseeded in 
the preliminary group E, the Imphal 
lads had progressed to the fin^ of 
what should be called the Schools 
Hockey Cup of India, stealing the show 
from such formidable teams as State 
subsidised school, Khunti (Bihar), 
B.A.V. Inter College Meerut, Sports 
College Lucknow, Kendriya 
Vidyalaya, JuUundur Cantonment and 
Guru Han Singh Mahavidyalaya, 
Jiwan Nagar, Sirsa (Haryana), all of 
whom were seeded direct into the 
tournament’s second stage, comprising 
16 teams who played on a league basis 
in four groups, the winner of each 
group reaching the knock-out senu- 
nnals. 

Fit, fast and spirited, the Manipuns 
had indeed taken the capital’s hockey 
enthusiasts by storm, and it was 
heartening to see so many people turn 
up to watch them take on ^orts 
Suool, JuUundur, in the final. Being 


underdogs, the Imphal boys drew the 
sympathy of the crowd. But they lost 
mudh of the goodwiU in the end, not 
because they lost 1-2 to the superior 
JuUundur team, but because of the 
way they behaved after the final and 
their iU-advised boycott of the prize 
distribution ceremony. 

The provocation for their ugly show 
,of temper was an error by umpire 
Harmesh Sareen a few minutes bmore 
the end. By mistake he blew for off¬ 
side when an Imphal forward was 
racing to the attack. When the Imphal 
boys TOinted out to the umpire his 
mistake, he ordered a bully. At that an 
enraged supporter charged into the 
ground threateningly. However, the 
game was duly completed, but the 
umpire was not forgiven. He was 
roughed up and later the an^ Imphal 
boys refused to accept their prizes. 

Thus it was a sorry end to a fine 
campaign. However, realising their 
mistake, the Imphal team manager 
and captain wrote unconditional apo¬ 
logies for aU that had happened, and 
pleaded with the tournament commit¬ 
tee to at least restore the “Best coach” 
award to their coach. Ngairangbam 



36 



Th0 Imphal toys attack 

Motilal, a 23-year-old Manipur im;ide- 
left who passed out of the Netaji 
Subhas National Institute of Sports 
only last year. The coach was in no way 
to blame for the team’s behaviour, 
captain Runini Kumar pleaded in his 
neat schoolboyish hand writing. The 
manager wanted a lenient view to be 
taken as the consequences could be 
serious if the tournament committee 
decides to report against the team to 
the Manipur education authorities. 

This IS how the two teams reached 
the final —Khurai Sajor Keikai school, 
Imphal (preliminarv League) beat G. 
V, Raja Sports school, Trivandrum, 

1- 0, beat Delhi Public school, Delhi, 
3-0; (Super League) drew with S. S 
School, Khunti (Bihar) 2-2, beat Jhun- 
mur High school, Jhunmur (Qrissa) 
3-0, beat B.A.V. Inter College, Meerut, 

2- 0; (Semi-final) beat Sports school, 
Lucknow, 3-1. 

Sports school, JuUundur (direct^ 
seeded into Super League) beat NCC, 
Uttar Pradesh 3-0, drew with Khalsa 
school, Calcutta, 0-0, drew with Union 
Academy, Delhi 1-1; (Semi-final) beat 
Guru Han Singh Mahavidyalaya, 
Jeewan Nagar, Sirsa (Haryana) 6-2 
(tie-breaker). 

It was nothing unusual that disputes 
arose over the eligibility of certain 
players on grounds of age, in spite of 
all the certificates and documents the 
tournament committee insists that the 
teams should carry In a few cases, the 
committee this year even went to the 
extent of oi dering medical test, but 
doctors were unable to determine the 
exact age of the boys in question. 

A CORRESPONDENT. Delhi , 




Sportspeople 


Has HonrMGHeH 
IheemlotHwRoaH? 

ODSEY HOGG, the man who 
often caused disaster for those 
who had to face him on the pitch and 
protect their stumps against his fire¬ 
power. is now on the verge of an 
untimely end to his cricket caieer. The 
thing that has forced this stormy Au¬ 
stralian into such a sorry plight is a 
spinal disease which developed when 
he was a teenager Diagnosed by an 
orthopaedic surgeon as Scheurmann’s 
Disease, it is a kind of long-term 
degeneration of the vertebrae. 

The illness has already caused con¬ 
siderable damage to his Test career by 
restricting his participation m this 
year’s Australian tour of England, and 
IS now threatening to jeopardize his 
chances of taking part in the current 
Sheffield Shield season 
In an attempt to overcome his afflic¬ 
tion and strengthen his back, Hogg 
now swims and exercises regularly— 
but with little encouraging results, as 
was evident from the breakdown that 
he suffered during a minor club match 
in Adelaide a few days ago 
Wavering between optimism and de¬ 
spair, Hogg said, “At my age, it would 
be pointless to persevere next season 
if my back doesn’t improve after 
theexercise programme.” 

A top sports therapist of Adelaide, 
Rick Montiadis, said that Scheur- 
mann's Disease was highlighted in 
sportsmen. In Hogg’s case, this was 
particularly because of his bowling 
action 

Like many other cricketers of the 
woild, Hogg had to struggle hard to 
see himself established in first-class 
cricket But his entiy into the Test 
scene can be likened only to one of 
those whirlwind deliveries that he 




often unleashes. He simply burst into 
the arena of Test cricket Blue-eyed, 
six-foot, with fair, curly hair, Hogg 
came close to achieving what only 
three bowlers (Barnes, Laker and 
Grimmett) have done so far, when in 
1978/79 he took 41 wickets at an 
amazing average of 12 85 But, befoi e 
that dramatic performance, Hogg play¬ 
ed first-class cricket for only two sea¬ 
sons He also toured England foi the 
Prudential Cup in 1979, and India 
later that year 

Weanalwm 
rmulaW learn 

N o, he did not introduce football in 
the border State of Sikkim be¬ 
cause prior to the merger with India, 
the Chogyal’s Cup football was the 
most popular tournament But after 
the merger, the Chogyal’s Cup was put 
in the cold storage and no effort was 
made to revive it Football fever, 
however, did not die and in 1974 an 
equally popular competition in the 


Chief Executive Cup for inter¬ 
departmental units was introduced 
But competition was confined to Sik¬ 
kim, namely Gangtok The Sikkim 
Football Association had to do some¬ 
thing—and fast. The State team made 
its f^but at the Coimbatore'National 
in 1978 where it made a dent in Indian 
football This was enough to boost the 
SFA and an idea was mooted to intro¬ 
duce an all-India tournament The 
brainchild of this was the association’s 
president Puma Kumar Pradhan. who 
was backed unanimously by M K. 
Pradhan, N. K. Pradhan and Karma 
Yougel in the SFA ranks 
The sole intention of introducing a 
tournament of this size was to give the 
football fraternity there the opportun¬ 
ity to witness the country’s tup stars so 
that they may adopt some of skills and 
techniques of the players “So I sug¬ 
gested to the then Governor of Sikkim 
Mr B B. Lai. to donate a gold cup 
Initially, the Governor was reluctant 
because of the cost of the cup but later 
agreed as the idea of an all-India 
competition was welcomed,’’ said Mr 


P. K Pradhan. The present cost of the 
coveted cup is around Rs 1 5 lakhs. 

“I won’t say that the inaugural year 
in 1979 was all that great It involved 
local teams and the Bhutan XI That 
year, Gangtok Municipal Corporation 
wrested the trophy and the following 
year, Calcutta’s Mohammedan Sport¬ 
ing Although the tournament was not 
recognised by the All India Football 
Federation, it did get its 'blessinp* 
and after the recognition of the All 
India Governor’s Gold Cup this year, 
some of the country's top teams con¬ 
verged on Gangtok Our tireless effort 
has paid rich dividends,” the SFA 
president said “We have a plan to 
invite the best 8 to 10 teams every 
year to play in the lound robin league. 
But at the moment, this is not finan¬ 
cially viable Therefore, we have to 
continue the knockout system ” 

It was hoped that with the introduc¬ 
tion of the gold cup—which has now 
come to stay—enthusiasm would be 
generated among the juniors But have 
the juniois taken heed'* “We are proud 
to have produced players like Prem 


Dorp (Mafatlal) and 'larun Mukhia 
(Rajasthan Club). But at the moment, 
there is a gap and the ones who are 
sure of being in the State team .seem 
most lethargic in tiaitiing tor the en¬ 
suing National at Tiichui 1 am not 
satisfied with their present form, de¬ 
spite the fact that we are extending all 
facilities to them Fhev will h.,ve to 
gear themselves up it they leallv want 
to take part at Trichui It they don’t, 
well, goodbye to them,” said Pradhan. 

“It’s strange, we have not been able 
to produce any new talent for the last 
eight yeais although the government 
IS spending so much fut football There 
IS something wrong somewheie At the 
same time, I won’t say that everything 
we do IS LOirect Bill we are always 
willing to learn from oui supeiiois and 
experienced brelhien, because we 
want to survive in the football arena," 
concluded Mr Pradhan Suiely, foot¬ 
ball levels in Sikkim can do better 
Then present indifference could make 
the future of the gold cup bleak And 
the SFA cannot be blamed foi that It 
is now or never 



Puma Kumar Pratihan 
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News ro un d-up. 


Cycle Polo 
becomes popular 

JAIPUR: c ycle polo enjoyed 
tiemendous popularity among the 
tioops during the days of the Bi itish 
Kdj in India. The British Ai my Oft iici s 
pKived the game as a suhstitute foi 
polo in the fields The game was popii- 
1,11 in Raiputana and even enjoyed 
pi nicely pati onage The game lost all 
iis popularity and became almost a 
matter of the past foi almost thiee 
decades until Mr M R Krishn,! le- 
vived it 111 the Seventies The g,mie luis 
iigaiii found Its accc|)tance among the 
teenagers with the intioduction of sub 
liinior section 

The tilth national tumor and the 
tost sub lunioi cvi le |>olo (harn 
pionship was oiganised at .laipiil Six 
i»-eii teams participated in the lunioi 
and sub-tumoi championship The 
cli.nnpionship levealed ihat only 
Andhra Fiadesh. Ruiasilun iind Pun 
tab play the game in the style in wine li 
n should be played, while Kaiasthan 
iiiid Pun tab, who dominated the t hiitn- 
pionsliip, weie vastly supeiioi in lech- 
niqiie Othei te.inis uei e fai behind 
tliese two toimidable oiittils 

Both in the iiinioi ,ind sub iiinioi 
levels, these two teams btimbaided 
goals heavily on then i iv.ils As niaiiv 
,is 2.1 goals were SI (lied livtliese two 
teams ovei I hen rivals in |ust one 
match They thiaslied all the teams 
iliev met Scoring ,i hat iiick was no 
great news, lot the tomnami'iil witnes¬ 
sed as in,iny as a dozen h.it ti icks In 
some matches ,i plavei scoic-d ,is many 
’Is eight goals in ,i low Kaiendia 
Siogh. Ashok l>,is, Sunil R,iii,i (.ill Irom 

k. iiasthan), Cliai,inieei Singh and \ i 

l. iv Singh (bolli Pniii.ibi. P N.i/eei 
iKeial.i) ,iiul Md Asil (Andbi . 1 ) scoi ed 
lilelily ot goals 

In the lunnir section the contesi w.is 
limited to Andhi a Piadesli- ilie linl 
tiers—Kaidsihaii .md the iimneis-up 
Puiiiab But, both Puniab and Rapis- 
ihdii .scored without least opposition 
against Andhra and enteied the final 
once again Last time, at Patiala, the 
tinal piovidod .1 rit h fate but ihe host 
Kaiasthan found Pimi.ib an easy pre v 
at the famous Kumb.igli T'olo (iiociiui 
and routed them l'S-2 Rajasthan had .1 
good defence and an agile and goal- 
hungry forwaid line Puniab haidiv 
offeied any lesist.iiuo It was a dis¬ 
astrous peitoimance by the Punjab 
boys who ruined the final Kai.istliun 
pi evaded dll thiougli the toui cliuk- 
kers Rajendru Smgh, Sunil Rana and 
Ashok Dds displayed good undeistand 
ing among themselves to wreck the 
Punjab defence I'ht attacks made bv 
the Rajasthan boys demoralised Pun¬ 
jab and It was nothing less than an 
abject surrender. Kujendra Singh, 
Ashi^k Das arid Arift Khan scored four 



Sue Biirker Britain i No 1 woman ion, m star | 
( pleb'alei victory alte' delralmt) Klm.a | 
Jiiuscvec ol Yut/o/ilavm by 4-6 6-1 6 I to win , 
Ihe Daihatsu Challenge trophy at Brighinn j 
south east England ; 

Barker who has recently suflernl a bnrl, 
iniiiry and illness lost the Ins' set alUii being 
upset by a changed line call She lecoveiod 
tnagnilicenlly lo win Ihe second and third 
sets comlortably 


goalse.icli and Sunil Raii.i sriiii k 

till ICC 

Puniab, howecet, pioceci to be ,1 
bcitei side in the sub imiioi seiMiio 


and ihev deseivedls lifted the Federa¬ 
tion Cup Punjab completely domin¬ 
ated the game and, bv the fust chuk- 
kei. was leading&-1 R.ijastliaii tried 
to otfei lesistance from the second 
c luikker and brought the score to 3-8 
Tile- iliiicl chiikkei lesulted in keen 
compel II 1011 but Puniab remained sup- 
lenic'and the sttiidiei Puniab won the 
final lit P.uamjit Singh, who alone 
sii lick flee goals, is a lulented player. 
Sukhde-ep also showed great promise. 
Poi Ratastli<m Ravi Piatap, Bindusur 
Singli and Ainiiabh did well 

I he ()i g.uiising (. onimittee of the 
/fsi.id. echo decided to include Cycle 
Polo as a demonstration game, drop¬ 
ped ii in the l.isi minute in favour ol a 
Miilaysi.in game Accoiding to Mi 
Vashvcaiii Siiigli Alw.n, Pit>sident ot 
t \ ( le Polo ]‘edetaiion of India, the 
ch'c ision ol the Organising Committee 
i lime .IS a great blow It was the best 
oppoi iiiiiiu lo demonsiiate this sport 
among I he Asi.iii n.iiions, fiuwever, 
the Sec ic‘i .11 v ot ihe (' P b I. Mr 
Kagliuceiulia Siiigli Diinlod, expects 
that it will be inc luded as .1 cultural 
event loi the Asiad Cvcle Polo is an 
iMieiesting s|)oii .ind has the potential' 
III bc‘c ome .1 mass g.une 

I IIAKA: IliCM/lNhAMI 

Gandhinagar gets 
swimming pooi 

AII\1EI>\it\n: At long last Cujaiat 
tias.iccimied in ttsc.spiiai, Candhina- 
g.ii, to km trorn Ahinedabad, what can 
be- ciesi I died wiilioiit exaggeiatiun as 
a sw imiiiei "s (beam—an Olympic-sized 
swimming pool, built at the tost of Rs. 
f'i liikhs 1 he pool, constiuctcd as a 
fiai tola spill I c omplex 1 un by the 
St.ile Iiistilii'e III Sports, is divided 
mill iwii segmeiiis. one each lot lacing 
. 111(1 (living exeiiis The racing segment 
IS TO metu s bv 21 meties with a 
mmimiim depth ol 1 10 metres and 

m.iximiimot 2 10 melies 

I here .lie eight I.uies, each being as 
wide , 1 ,2 T meiu s ITie well lighted 
pil'd has three spots lor (udges to 
cc.itc h the ( (impel It Kills G.illeries 
,11 outui ( 111 .i( ((immod.iie 2,000 specta¬ 
tors 1 he seciiiid segmciii is exclusive- 
l\ fill diving, with .1 deplb ol five 
meiies 'I lie 20 meiies liv 21 metres 
diving pool li I-, foul diving boards. 
Sonic III ilie .!• ,ue tilled with spring 

l.ll 1 1 111 s 

I III '» linming I omplex got oft to a 
titling M.u I on N(,vember 5 when the 
(Til- t Miinsiei, .Ml M.idhavsinh 
Sill inki iii.uigiii.utd II Tile inaugura¬ 
tion (null idl’d vviih the beginning ot 
ilie2.-||i All India .Si bool Acquatics 
(b.impiiinsliip rtie Spoils Minister, 

Ml M.iikiIi.ii siidiii ladc’ia, expects the 
lieu sv.imming, (omplex to attract 
ni.iDV ' 1 . 111011.11 ecerus and coaching 
(,im|i- in lutiiie An invitation has 
.ilie.uiv b( en exieiided for holding 
I o.ic)iing(.unps III swimming events 
lor the loi till ommg Asian Games 

If MAPIIIHAn 



CRiWUlZ by Eddie Dunstan 


Only five 
batsmen In this 
select band 


Only five batsmen have reached an 
averaw of 60 over a whole career of 
firsKlass cricket 
This select band is headed by Sir 
Donald Bradman—a long way out in 
front with an average of 95 14 from the 
28,067 runs he accumulated 
In his biography Sir Donald Bradman, 
Irving Rosenwater indulges in the fanci¬ 
ful exercise—"purely as an arithmetical 
curiosity", as he puts it—of depriving Sir 
Donald's average of the benefit of all the 
not-outs in his career (43) to show that 
his first-class average would still be 
83 03—far ahead of all other batsmen 
retaining the benefit of their nol-out 
innings 

Next highest average to Bradman's is 
that of the great Indian batsman Vi|ay 
Merchant, whose 12,876 runs were 
made at an average of 72 74 Third on 
the list IS a West Indian with an average 
of 69.86 No, It's not Sir Garfield Sobers 
Sir Garfield's aggregate, 28,315, is 248 
higher than Sir Donald's but he had 609 
innings compared with Sir Donald's f38 
and his average is 40 27 lower at 54 87 

QUESTION 4 Who is the 
g West Indian 
I withanaver- 
■ age of 69.86? 
The other two batsmen with career 
averages in the sixties are Australians 
with remarkably similar aggregates and 
averages. 

Sir Garfield Sobers 





'll W'k 


the Don—a table of those who hive 
made centuries most frequently 
Heading the list, Bradman in 338 
innings scored 117 centuries, giving him 
a century frequency of 34 61 per cent, 
West Indian George Headley lies 
second to Bradman—with a century 
frc-quenc y figure of 20 12 per cent, 
derived from 33 centuries in 164 in¬ 
nings 

The Victorians Woodfull and Ponsford 
are well up the list, with the identical 
century frequency figure of exactly 20 
per cent 


QUESTION 


Wr Donald Bradman 

QUESTION Can you name 
a them? 


Among famous English batsmen who 
fail to qualify for inclusion in the list of 
players who have averaged 60 or more 
over their career are such "greats" as 
Jack Hobbs, 50 65, Patsy fk'ndren, 

50 8, Herbert Sutcliffe, 52, Wilfred 
Rhodes, 30 8 3, Sir Leonard Hutton, 

55 51, Colin Cowdiey, 42 89, C B Fry 
50 22, Frank Woolley, 40 75, Phil 
Mead, 47 67, and W G (irace, 39 5.5 
Also included in the list are Denis 
Compton, Wally Hammond and Peter 
Mav 


QUESTION Can you place 
iM these three in 
the order of 
their aver- 
ages*? 

Irving Rosenwater illustrates what he 
desc ribes as Bradman's "unparalleled 
consistency" in another ot the fascinat- 


In what order 
would you 
I place the fol¬ 
lowing bats¬ 
men who next 
appear on 
Irving 

Rosenwater’s 
list:- Lindsay 
Hassett, Arthur 
Morris, Clyde 
Walcott, Wally 
Hammond, 

C.L. Badcock, 
Vijay Merchant 
and Alan 
Kippax’ 


LAST WEEK’S 
ANSWERS 

1 ('W L iCIiiiiIkO Paikri Iht onlv plaver 

hits t«ikt*n rnoitMhan his six h<U ttii ks is 
K(‘nt's Wii^hr, who poiiormt'd the* 
leaf sevLii limes Only howlers fo rake more 
than his <,27K wu kets (a\ IH 47j.ire\Vil 
tied Rhodes (4,187 av IB 71) and A P 
(“In.h") 1 reeman (1,77(>, av 18 42) 

2 BillvRates, IS ho played in I'i Tests all 
against Austialia Ills hai-tritk VKuim weie 
(wo rmute Aust alian captains. Pen v 

M( Doriiu II and (refnA^e (iiffeii, and the 
mif^hlv hiltei Cieoi^e Honnoi 

1 (fOORly left'handti I.indsav Kliiu, at Cape 
lowII in (he sei-ond lest ol the lO*!? *18 
Soiidi Alma Austialia so'i les when he dis¬ 
missed the last ihiee b.iisnien in the Spiing- 
hiiks second inninjits 

1 OtI-spinnei Pat PoLOt k With three ove's ro 
*;o Sussex W( le 187 !<»i one nee'liiiK 18 to 
will, v« r 'inished tiui e shori at J02 lor nine 
In (lie lust ot I hose o\ ers, Pneiuk, beifinniiK! 
vsith tif;iitesot 0 dismissed batsmen with 
Ins tiist, thud and sixth balls Alter Jack- 
man (oiu eded 11 1 iins in the next ovofi 
Pocock bewail the last with a hat ttick, rook 
another vsicket with his tilth hall and the 
ninth wicket tell to ih< Iasi ball, a run one 
So fivi* wickets tell in one ovei'-"d fust class 
record - and Poem k had set woi Id records 
with his SIX wu'kets in nine halls and seven 
wK'keis in 11 balls Additionally, he had 
become only the third Suitev bowlei to take 

l/tiir u.'ir in ttfiiir Virdlv 



Crossword 


■■■■■■■iJones & OBnen 

m 



1 Impudent sounding golf club (7) 

I 5 What the scullei needed from Rosa 
! (4) 

' 10 Jim Thorpe look this city bv Storm (9) 

I 11 Club strike'^ (4) 

I 15 Icc figure-skater brought her sport 
j into the limelight after acting in the 

j movie 'One in a Million (5) 

I re Sounds like the main ingredient ot 
I baseball (5) 

. 18 He gave us 'Boxiana' (4) 
i 23 Only man to hold three world profes¬ 
sional boxing championships at once 
I said The Eagle has Landed (9) 

■ 2A Tea-drinkers trophies (4) 

; 25 Not a shallow Indian racehorse who 

i was heir to the throne (7) 

I 

! DOWN 


\ 2 Cricketer nicknamed ' Bobiee (3.1) 
j 3 Sounds like this hockey-playing com 
I I ''unity IS unwell (4) 

I 4 Isdo the Japanese |udoka does nol 
I make it (5) 

I 6 Pistol shooting in light wind |3) 

I 7 Cricketing paralysis'^ 16) 

I 8 Hockey player who is burnt to the 
I ground in the beginning (5) 

j 9 Mothers adapt themselves to counter- 

I act spin (7) 

i 12 John made hatsmc>n freeze’ (4) 

, 13 Does this rolling driver gather nonc'> 
(4) 

: 14 Wheic weapons are made for a 
famous football tram (7) 

■ 16 Bold start for this Indian cricketer 
I (5.1) 

I 17 Solve a Logarithm in the midst of 
' hitting wildly (5) 

, 19 Spinners always have a hand in this 
: (5) 

, 20 Nail down Equine tracts of land lor 
\ cultivation (4) 

' 21 Cavity at the course (4) 

22 tnitially Phadkar (1 1.1) 

(Sohitlons next tivaek) 



QUESTIONS 


Identify the following 

1 Verrou 

2 In fighting 

3 Prisoners Base 

4 Epsom 

5 Bentley 

6 Rounders 

7 Torir 

8 Fastnet Race 

9 Devil-take-the-hindmosl 

10 Grand National Steeplechase 

ANSWERS 

(|oodj8An leau) 

aaj)uiv ]e unj aoej asjoq snouiej v oi 
luuds leuij aqi isaiuoo 
o) 1)31 aje OM) A|uo |i)un )no sdojp 
aui| Suiqsiuii aqi ssojoe ueui )sei 
agi goig/iA ui aoej apAo uoiieuiiuip uv 6 
mnouiAy 01 
'|3pq pup )|DOb jauisB J aqi oi somoq 
LL iojj paiips aoej iqoeA ajoqsgo uv 8 
(6ui)q6ij||nq ui) ezeid 
aqi sjaiua nnq aqi qoiqM uioji uad aqi i 
sjaAp|d auiu jo suiea) omi uaa/Miaq 
paAeid aureS neq-pue-ieq joopino uv 9 
|i pau6is 

-ap oq/w ueuj aqi Aaguag jaiPM 
jai)P paiueu leo 6uioeJ lO Aisuba v 9 
Aaiing UI asjnoo aoej snouiej ^ 

aouejd 

lexaeipauj ui pasipeid 8iue6 laaiis v G 
6uixoq japenb asoio Z 
lieqiooi UI uoi|PiuiO| |0 puni v I 


Question box 


0 S. Reddy, Andhra Pradesh. 

Q. How many Indians have made centur¬ 
ies in both the innings of a Test'’ 

A. Only two Vijay Hazare made 116 and 
145 against Australia in 1947-48 and 
Sunil Gavaskar hit centuries in both the 
innings of a Test on three different occa¬ 
sions 


SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO 123 



M. S. V. S. N. Bafu, Banlftn. 

0. Who won the first Ranji Trophy Cham¬ 
pionship against whom? 

A. Bombay against Northern India at 
Bombay in 1934-35 
Sudhamay Banerjee, Rishra. 

Q. What IS the highest 3rd and 7lh wicked 
partnership in a Test match'’ Who were 
they and against whom they had scored? 

A third wicket 370 by W J. Edrich.and 
DCS Compton of England against 
South Africa at Lord s in 1947, 7th wieket: 
347 by Dermi Atkinson and C C Depeiza 
of West Indies against Australia at Bridge¬ 
town in 1954-55 

R Janardhan, Coimbatore. I 

Q What IS Durrani's Test record’ 

A. 29 Tests, 50 innings, twice n o , 1202 
runs, 104 as the highest score with the 
average of 25 04 and 75 wickets captured 
at the rate of 35 42 runs apiece 

C. K. Suresh, Tikkoti 

Q What IS the highest score made by G 
A Gooch'’ 

A. 153 against West Indies at Kingston in 
1980-81 

S. Subramanyam, Madras. 

Q. What IS the highest score of a batsman 
carrying a bat through a completed ip- 
nings’ 

A. 202 no by W A Brown of Australia in 
the second Test vs England al Lord's in 
1938 

Q. What IS the highest score of a batsman 
playing his first TesL’ 

A 287 by R E Fostei of England in the 
first Test vs Australia at Sydney m 1903- 
04 

C.Sudhlr mid C.Suhas, Bangalore 

Q. What IS the highest individual score tn 
a first-class match'’ 

A. 499 by Hanif Mohammad of Pakistan 
who madis it for Karachi vs Bhawalpur in 
Qaid-i-Azam Tourney of Pakistan at 
Karachi in 1958-59 

Gundu Bosa, Gauhali. 

Q. Who IS the first Indian to score a 
century against the West Indies’? 

A. H R Adhikari, who made an unbeaten 
114 in the first Test at Bombay in 1948- 
49 

Bliwaill Acharya, Cooch Bshar 

Q. When, where and against whrm Sar 
fraz Nawaz of Pakistan made Ins Test 
debut’ 

A. 3rd Test against England al Karachi in 
1968-69 

Brii Bhushan Agarwal. TIruGhirapalll 

Q. Which country is holding the record for 
the highest and lowest tola's in Tests’ 
A. Highest total of 903 for 7 wickets deci 
IS reached by England against Australia at 
The Oval in 1938 and lowest of 26 is 
made by New Zealand against England at 
Auckland in 1954-55 

Nllendu Chakraboily, Calcutta. 

Q What are the Test records of Geoff 
Howarth and Riehard Hadlee of New 
Zealand’ 

A Geoff Howarth has made 1,606 runs in 
46 innings (4 times unbeaten) of 25 Tests 
with 147 as his highest score in 6 centur¬ 
ies Richard Hadlee has scored 1,217 
runs and captured 155 wickets in 35 
Tests for New Zealand 




I JUlUifM Chaknhoitf, fiwlnti. 

/ 0. Who has taken maximum wickets in 
I Tests? 

f A. Lance Gibbs, of West Indies took 309 
mckets in 79 Tests 

Siiflit K.SIn«/i, V.B.SIagh. Allahabad. 

Q. How many bowlers have taken 10 or 
more wickets in a Test against India? 

A. 6 bowlers from England, 6 from Austra¬ 
lia, 2 from West Indies, one from New 
Zealand and 3 from Pakistan have dismis¬ 
sed 10 or more batsmen in a match 
against India 

R. K. Chatterjse, HoogMy. 

Q. Who was the single-handed famous 
Test umpire from England, whose right- 


I arm was amputed? 

I A, Late Frank Chester 
Rs/entfra HI. JoshI, Jamshedpur, 
a. What IS fhe -Tesf bowling record of 
Clarrie Grimmett and what is his highest 
score 

A. In 37 Tests, Grimmett bowled 14513 
balls, conceded 5231 runs to capture 216 
wickets at the average of 24 21 As a 
batsman his hightest score was 50 

Ravi, Umesh, Bangalore. 

Q. What IS the complete Test record of 
Colin Cowdrey'^ 

A. 114 Tests, 188 innings, 15 no, 7624 
runs, 182 highest score, 44 06 average, 
22 centuries. 38 half centuries, and 120 


1 catches 

/ Labi Mukheriee, Beiarmatti. 

I 0. How many batsmen have scored three 
I or more double, centuries, except Sunil 
I Gavaskar’ 

A. L Hutton (3), W R Hammond (6) of 
England, D G Bradman (10). G S 
Chappell (3) of Australia, and Zaheer 
Abbas (3) of Pakistan have hit three or 
more double centuries like Sunil Gavas¬ 
kar of India 

A.V.Raman, Vltakliapatnam; N.C.Davo, 
BariNla. 

Q. Please give me the full forms of “SP". 
“SS", “DF'’^and “GM” bats. 

A. SP St Peters. SS Stuart Surridge, OF 
Duncan Feamly, GM Gunn & Moore. 


Bridge 


H(»fl'. Schjpifo 


One of the most tiresome decisions that can 
confront a player occurs when a defender 
makes the opening lead out ol turn Nuw 
declarer has a number of options open to 
him - he can forbid a lead in the suit that the 
defenders have tried, he can accept the lead 
(from the wrong player) with dummy coming 
down on the table before declarer himself 
plays to the first trick, and so on The trouble 
is that he never has a chance of looking at the 
dummy before he makes a decision 
This was an amusing deal from an early 
round of this year's Crockford's Cup - the 
English Bridge Union's teams championship 
first, just declarei s tiand 

> 3 
A 1064 
•;> j b 

South opened INT (12 14) and North bid 
two hearts (a transfer) South dutifully 
replied two sjiades and North tried for game 
with three cluh-> With a near maximum, lops 
and four trumps Sou'h had no hesitation in 
accepting the invitation, and bid four spades 
As can happen after a transfer sequence. 
Last absentmindedly led a small diamond 
Decisions, di>( isionst Eventually South 
decide,) tc nai a rtiamonr) lead and West led 
Jfb 7, lor ijunimy to (iroduce 


4'7 I'JI.S,' 

■ IJ 3 

■ • K 7 

4 H 11,.^ 

Sc’UthInst leaifioi' w.is one of 
annoyanto the diamond lead fmm East 
would hive been heljiful However, >econd 
thoughts suggested that it didn't 
ni.itler t ast would hardly underle.id an Ace 
on this bidding, so A was marked with 
West 1 he i tub ie,id ran to the ten and Ace 
and cferlarei (il.iyed trumps in a siniple 
way Aie and annihei West won the 1 
second iiiund with ttie King while Last 
lollowi'il wiiti Ihe Jack and now attei some 
llnugtit, Wi“-t predured K' 

Wtidt W.IS going on' In a puzzled fastiion 
South won led a dub tun which West 
stiowed nut I to ttie King and a club to Ihe 
rune Fast took nis Queen but now there were 
ten trii !•-, Ttie only logical explanation lor 
Wests s' K' His partner fwd attempted to 
underload A West knew from the early 
piay il'-it south held •> A A and # A 
I heri'lore I asl held'T* A It was about the 
only dofeni e to give ijeclarei ten I'lcks, toi 


this was the lull deal 


4 0 m 6 s ? 

Q a 

S' K 7 

4 K j 6 z 

4 A 4 
P K h 7 'j 
c- d n 4 8 T: 

4 

4 A 4 / 3 
'P A 10 fa 4 
<'Jfa 
4 A 94 



Last WMk‘i quiz: alter the bidding (unoti 
(.losed) had started Soutti, one heart North 
me spade South, three clubs. I jxjsed Ihe 
question as to whether a bid of four-he.irts 
would be more encouraging than one of thioo 
hearts There are several schrxils of lliouglit 
atxiut this One theory which makes sense to 
iiie.isthalfour-heartsshowsgoodcardsinfvifh 
ol partner's suits Three hearts by ctmltasl. 
can either be distinctly weak or the dart ol a 
slam investigation—remembfI, ttu- partner 
ship are committed to game 


Tttitwuuk'lquiz;supposettuil vlu open INI 
and your left hand opponent joins in with a 
bid of two-diamonds (Astro' showing spades 
and another suit How would you interpret a 
double from your partner' 



P- li*r K IcirV# 


If computers are still sever.ii hunded years 
behind the best men wtien it romes in 
ol lying chess tliev are r;alching up Iasi and 
threatening to stride tji -ahead in some ol Ihe 
technical aspects I'f producing txx)l>s on the 
game Concieic prool ol this has just emerg 
ed fiom the Anglo-American publishing com 
pany ol Imprint Capablanra, whose 
.imbitiously anmumr ed ultimate' senes of 
c hess books has got going with three titles. 
Vie Sicilian OeleiKe (Ly95), the Kind's 
Indian (C7 9!j) and Vie English Opening 
iC7 95), dll ir hardback Each is described as 
a quantitative analysis of the opening, ob¬ 
tained Irom a programme conceived by 
David Levy Kevin O'Connell and David Watt 
What the computer has been instructed to du 
IS build up a database from the thousands of 

? ames played in international tournaments in 
980 and then sort out the material accord 
ing lo specific guidelines Brielly. these have 
tmen designed to bring alwut the following 
•iirangement tacts each major varialioii 
has a new chapter, each chapter is arranged 


in sub variations, headed bv a diagram and 
a list of known moves at that point, the 
percentage popularity of these moves is 
given, followed by their success rate in terms 
of wins, draws and losses, finally, the diveig- 
ing lines become complete games, com liid 
ing with the result and the names ol thn 
players, the tournament and its location Ai 
the front of the books there are table'- of the 
main variations and at the end a comprehen 
sive index of players This is all very im 
pressive, and it could well be that Ihe 
publishers have hit on a winner, (or they 
detected the drudgery of n-search to the 
inathine and left the leader with plenty lo 
think about- tlu' garnec d<) not, you sei' 
have any comment,sties ur notes Here is .i 
tough jxjsitic'ii-il struggle taken from the third 
tKKik of ttie senes 

While Btiil Uifin nil v Wait*! Biwma Lngiish 
')(iriiirig 'Lendl.'I innu' 

I P - 084. P - OBA, 2 n - KB3, n - KB3, 3 Kt - B3, 
P - K3. 4 P - KKtS. P - OKIS, 5 B - KI2. B -107, 6 0 
0, B - K2, 7 P - 04, PiP, 8 QiP, P - 03.9 R - 01. P 

- QR3. 10 P - ns. on - 02, M B - nZ, 0 - 0, 12 P 
M,R-Kt. 13P-Kfl3,R-0BI, 140-K3,a-B2, 

ISXI-KI.O -ni. l8tt-03.8-RI. 17 R-K1,B 

- 83. iBB-iu.n-B4, i9nxn.0Piiia,20BR-ai. 
P-QKM, 21 P-B4,PaP.22 0xP. n-02.23 0-K2. 
P - BS. 24 PxP, n - ns, 25 R - OBt, B - Kts, 2B KR 

Ot.P -B4.Z7B-aR1,B-»2.28R-mi,B-B4cti, 
29 K-R1. a -B3.30R-02.0-R2.31 P-BR4. nxRF. 
32 Ktxtt. Bin, 33 PxP, R - ni, 34 RiR. OxR. 35 R - n2. 
0 - 03. 36 R - n7. PiP, 37 B - K9, RiB. 38 PxR, 0 - 
05. 39 R - nBch, K - B2.40 0 - RVR, K - K2. 41 0 

- nsch. Rnifm 

Comptlilion 0494 Sslution ntii mth 

Rlack 



White 


Solution to 9493 (Rwtlw f W toiMn, Kl«r, 1994) 
(r2r I n2/pp2bk2/2p I p2p '3q4/3PN 10P'2P3R t P4PPI /S- 
RKI—Whilt to pity) II IS iimIc 111 li'iji 31 q KHrh, 
K M Q>B( 1 jnd Oloch rosignert ni yin* ul 12 
MQ 3.1 R Kl7rh K K1 .34 Kt Bfa mate 
Probltm No 1159 Solution np«l week 
A Krataiaf iSi Invewisr/ie Si faar/iveilunx 19191 
(304>W3'4Ptpi'SpPrr3IHlklpZ7Pr4R2K/4N3 - 9 wMti 
mn, 7 black) 

Wliili' to ijlav anil ewlr 'n Iwo niov>'S 

Solution la No tl5S (MariJ (3rlr2'4P2R.«2ntk2/ 

4qBIP'3N1R2'3KpN24«7 - moto lo Iwo) I Kt Bf 

eiiin.il PyQI (al 1 U»B IJ*lJ (b' 1 Kl 
|••'l li 2 B Q7 (I I 1 KlxBch. 2 KUH 
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Brush vour teeth with Colgate after 
every meal It protects you just the way 
dentists recommend all over the world 
Bacteria grow in food partic'es left 
between your teeth These can cause 
bad odour and, later, painful decay 
So always brush the Colgate way right 
after eating It s proven most effective to 
freshen your breath whiten your teeth 
a id fight decay 


How Colgate's trusted formula works 

Odour and decay causmq 
bacteria grdw in food particles 
trapped between your tt elh 

Colgate s unique active fn irn 
reaches deep to remove dai gerr us 
food particles and bactein 

The result attrar tive white teeth 
fresh breath confidence 
protection against decay 



Colgate has the fresh# minty taste that makes brushing a pleasure 


Stop bad breaUi^. 
HgMtooUidec^ 
wtth Colgate 

DentaICnimi 


>C G 73 BO 



for eompMt* da tat ca a use 
Mgmte Tfigerd Tooth^ygfma 
THKEevmSBCTTe/t 

Gud d tootl di m«I 

Guard aan nst 
danlal plaqi e 

Guard gums 









England 

Draw 

First 

Blood 

Report on one-day 
International 


Plus: First round in 
Australia 


HALID MAHMOOD AND GURBUX SINGH 
ON THE INDO-PAK HOCKEY FARCE 







LA 
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Li I 


il' 


[ 


to match yours 


0.^1. 00r 


The guts to ta 
the tou( 
MOWARCI 
Sli^i 



^^LE^E 

CURTIS 





set you apart f 
with a bold, 
maT§ fr^ance. 
MONARCH 
After Shave 


■m 


, /' 'T. 


MONARCH 


I vi: i; I ( l i 


‘ SI kI'. ■ 








Monarch ranoe alan auailabla at Ravmnnil'c Ratail Shfluiranm Uaar Manman Rneil mnnaaita Abharathfal BiMaKau . avaranUROUKHtafif! 
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'Letters to the Editor 


Shocking 

indeed 

C HAUHAN's omission 
from the Indian cricket 
ream for the first Test at 
Bombay is shocking Some 
may ar^ue that the man tak¬ 
ing his place is quite 
talented, but Srikkanth is 
still an inexperienced bats 
man. Chauhan, who served 
Indian cricket with distinc¬ 
tion and rose well to the 
needs of many a critical 
situation, surely did not de¬ 
serve this treatment He 
provided the much-needed 
stability to the Indian team 
Even in the last series 
against Australia and New 
Zealand, he showed his 
worth and, in fact, he stood 
next only to Sandip Patil in 
that batting averages 
While Chauhan's exclu 
sion from the Test team is 
shocking, no less surprising 
IS the omission of Brijesh 
Patel from the team for the 
one-day internationals and 
the South Zone team Even 
the talented medium pacer 
Sunil Valson, who moved 
over from Delhi to Tamil 
Nadu this season, has been 
overlooked for the South 
Zone team A dashing 
stroke-player like Patel 
would be an asset for any 
team taking part in limited- 
uvt>r matches and if we take 
into consideration his ex¬ 
perience, present form and 
helding ability, I am sure, 
the selectors are going to 
repent for this error. I feel, 
Chauhan and Patel will be 
brought back into the team 
the moment the selectors 
realise their mistake. 

JA YANAND SHErrV, 
Bangaloic 
CHETAN CHAUHAN’S 
omission from the fir- • Test 
is indeed a great shock to 
many cricket-lovers of In¬ 
dia This has once again in 
d icated the shoi t- 
.sightediiess of our selectors 
If anyone of the Indian team 
was to be axed, the obvious 
choice should have fallen on 
Vishwanath and not on 
Chauhan 

SFKHAR BERA and 
TARim SAHU. 
Kendrapaia 
THE omission of Chetan 
Chauhan from the Test 


team is wholly unjustified. 
It would have been much 
better if the selectors had 
dropped Vishwanath and 
taken Srikkanth in his 
place Vishwanath has been 
showing poor form for the 
last two series and has been 
able to score only one cen- 
tury in these series. 
Chauhan batted fairly con¬ 
sistently in Australia and 
New Zealand early this year 
on quite a number of occa¬ 
sions. So, It has been a great 
injustice to him. 

H ANAND, 
CalcuttM. 

I SINCERELY protest 
against, the exclusion of 
Chauhan from the Indian 
Test team At the same 
time, my heartiest felicita¬ 
tion goes to the new cap, K. 
Srikkanth Ghovri’s exclu¬ 
sion may not be protested so 
much as in the case of Che¬ 
tan Chauhan The best play¬ 
ers in the world have 
praised Chauhan for his 
tenacity during tense situa¬ 
tions The risk of taking new 
caps may be done at the 
later stage of the series. 

ATIN MATTY, 
Calcutta 

Shameful 

W HAT a shameful inci¬ 
dent the Lillee affair 
has been! If such things con¬ 
tinue to occur the standard 
of Test cricket will decline. 
Lillee has to be blamed for 
the happening at Perth. He 
did it only because he was 
unable to take any wicket in 
the second innings and was 
in a hurry to break the re¬ 
cord of Lance Gibb.s. 

ZAYA ARFI, 
. „ Patna. 

A flop 

T he Pune Master's 
tournament was, in all 
sense.s. a big flop, except, of 
course, that Prakash won 
the title From the initial 
stages the participation of 
the players was very much 
in doubt Not all the best 
Chinese players came, nor 
did the Indonesians. Lastly, 
to add tuel to the fire, Len 
Koppen and Martin Frost 
cried off in the last moment, 
thus depriving the tourna¬ 
ment of Its glamour 

Sill SHIR BHAT¬ 
TACHARYA, 
Jabalpur. 


























When willow- wielding EngMshmeri arrive 


don^t get caught behind the wicket t 
Eim lor a KBJTRDN TV right now 


Procrastination never p.iys, 
Now IS the time to think of a 
TV so that you have enouoh 
time to choose the best TV for 
watching the Cricket Test 
rigfit in your home 

Take a look at KFLTRON TV 
It has amazing picture clarity 
and corner-to-corner hnlliance. 
A liqhtning-fast catch a high¬ 
flying ball going beyond the 
boundtiry You won t miss any 
of the action on KELTRON TV 

Added to this are the picture 
stability and sound clarity of 
KELTRON TV Backed by the 
unrivalled electronics expertise 
of Keliron and extra efficient 
after-sales service 

Don't wait till the eleventh 
ht'ur Buy your KELTRON TV 
early enough . and make sure 
of a nreat Test seiison Right 


KELTRON TV A few highlights 

worth considering* 

• Fivo attractive models— 
Deluxe to Economic 
including one with61cms 
St reen 

• SuGtainnd picture clarity 
and stability 

• Operates continuously over 
" longer duration til time. 

• True high fidelity sound 
and fine tuning 

• Very low power 
consumption. 

• Extremely reliable 

after-sales service, if K 

required li 

• 12-channel solid-state 

circuitry for multichannel jS 
reception. ^ 

Buyinsa MaJRONTV J 


TM 851 D 


TM951 


sKiELTRDN 


knnw-lTcaw t.ti Une oeoDle 

Kerala State Electronics 
Development Corporation Ltd 
Bombay • Delhi e Calcutt^i, 

Madras eTfivandtum • SaneSdonl * 





































ALL IN THE GAME 



Race of the 
champions 

Remember Sebastian Coe 
and Steve Ovett, the famous 
athletes, who break records 
by the dozen, especially 
those created by the other? 
A 1500-metre showdown be¬ 
tween these two giants of 
middle-distance running of 
the present era is being 
planned by the Spaniards 



' next year Coe, it seems, has 
agreed to run the race. The 
event is the idea of Raimun- 
do Saporta, the chairman of 
the World Cup organising 
committee. But guess what 
■!> the biggest problem? 
Finding a large-enough sta¬ 
dium 


Fitness test 

The most prolific scorer m 
the last English County sea- 
son, Zaheer Abbas, of rakis- 
tan, is at present in a dilem- 
tna He has gone to Austra¬ 
lia. under the captaincy of 
Jdved Miandad to play in 
the triangular series against 
^ustralia and West Indies, 
nut after he landed on the 
chores of the continent, 
Zdheer found himself in the 
news aj^in. For him, it was 
•omething which he could 
do without—an injury in the 


test, to see whether he has 
rTCovered from a broken 
rib. At the time of going to 
Press, the result was not 
known. If Zaheer fails the 
test, one of the two young 
left-handers, Mohsin Khan 
or Haroon Rashid, will be 
flown from Pakistan im¬ 
mediately to join the tour¬ 
ists. Pakistan felt the abs¬ 
ence of Zaheer in the first 
Test against Australia 
which they lost and they are 
hoping that he will be fit 
before the second Test. 
Well, best of luck. 



Again 

John McEnroe has made it a 
habit of keeping himself in 
the news Recently, during 
the Benson and Hedges tin- 
al against Jimmy Connors, 
the temperamental Wimble¬ 
don and the US Open win¬ 
ner was fined f 325 for his 
behaviour during the 
match He faced a 21-day 
suspension from world ten- 


The decision revealed the 
incompetence of interna¬ 
tional law tennis discipline 
In the meantime, McEnroe 
continued playing in exhibi 
tion matches and adding to 
his annual millionaire earn¬ 
ings The ban was expected 
to begin later to alhm the 
customary 10 days foi 
appeal But pisi i>ecau.se 
McEnide announced that he 
would not be making an 
appeal, the whole thing was 
brought forward Llavid 
Gai V, the secretary of the 


W liLiTllfrSalTM 


All over 
again 

Apart from the discarded 
Dave Watson, no one was 
more disheartened at not 
being selected for the senior 
team, than Gary Owen, 25, 
the industrious midfield 
player from West Brom¬ 
wich, who is yet to win his 
first senior cap. Owen cap¬ 
tained the England under- 
21 side which defeated Hun¬ 
gary 2-0 a few days back as 
an over-age player and was 
outstanding It was his 20th 
appearance in the under-21 
side and he has also played 
in nine “B” international^ 
“It IS disappointing because 
I know I am playing the best 
football of my career,” said 
Owen “Tve captained 
teams that included Gra¬ 
ham Rix, Glenn Hoddle, 
Terry Butcher and Russell 
Osman and have played 
with Tony Woodcock, Peter 
Barnes and Bryan Robson 
All of them have won senior 
caps. I suppose it’s because 
they have been with clubs in 
the public eye West Brom¬ 
wich command attention for 
all the wronjs reasons and 
my international career is at 
a standstill. My contract 
ends this season and, if I am 
to get the England cap 1 
want so much, it looks as if 
rU have to move to a bigger 
club. It’s certainly odd that I 
am no further forward than 
I was when I was 20.” Dave 
Sexton, the En^and under- 
21 manager, said: “Gary was 
magnificent agamst Hun¬ 
gary and he had so much of 
the ball that it was almost 
embarrasing.” But still the 
senior cap keeps eluding 
Gary Owen. 


fr% 



McEnroe—dta not lose anything 

nis. But his suspension be¬ 
came meaningless when it 
was announced by the 
Men’s International Profes¬ 
sional Tennis Council in 
New York that it can start 
from the day the incident 
took place McEnroe did not 
have any engagements in 
those three weeks apart 
from lucrative exhibition 
matches in which he will be 
allowed to play. Also, in the 
Davis Cup nnal against 
Argentina which will start 
in the second week of De¬ 
cember. 


IntelnatioiKil T«. nnis l-ed- 
eration gave a humble ex¬ 
planation “Mihaiioe has 
timed It (list light l(,id the 
Wemblev incidem been a 
week laiet. his il-dav ban 
would definitely have in¬ 
cluded the Davis Cup ” Jim¬ 
my C'oiinoi s who won the 
march in which both players 
weie fined gave another ex 
plaiiation iiies mean no¬ 
thing to guvs like us Sus¬ 
pension means nothing 
eithei We can make more 
money through being sus 
pended ” 















wnat you get out ot a i 
depends on what goes 


into it 


Performance. 

That*s what 
makes us No. 




Dependable performance, time after time. 
That's what you get out of Extde. And only 
from Exide. Over 60 years of Chloride 
experience and the latest battery technology 
are what make Exide the No. 1 battery 
for your vehicle today. 


Still keeps going 
[THEBESTSELLER] when the rest have stopped. 

































































































My most memorable moments 


SYED KHAJA AZIZUDDIN 


'Bayed 

(popularly 

kamm, wl 0kt) Mdl^s aa eovutble 
recS^ WfP^twuring iadia 22 
tip^: ULl‘'nrioui international 
xnameiy^ tournaments in India 
and ■abroad. Hb debailoped an 
absorbing interest in /potbaJl at an 
eaziy age of 12 and started repre¬ 
senting regularly his sdiools (Mid¬ 
dle Saool Old Gosha Mahal High 
SehOoS) and also National Sports 
Club (a private dab) of Hyderabad. 
Gradually Axis^s name and fame 
dissmitinated all over India, and in 
194$ be jot the fbst opportunity to 
play far AaiUtra, Pr^esh in the 
Santosb Trophy, The same year he 
was also callhd up to represent 
India for the fim time in some 
exhibition matches in Kabul 
A versatile player with the ability 
to play at any position in the de¬ 
fence, Astx dominated the realm ot 
Indian football throughout the Fif¬ 
ties and the early sixties until he 
retired in 1964 from first class foot- 
balL In his eventful career he play¬ 
ed foi India in fH'O Olympics (w 
^Isinki in 1952 and in Melbourne 
in 1956), three Asian Games (in 
Delhi in 1951, in Manila in 1954 and 
in Tokyo jn ,1958} and four Quad- 
raiigiilar Trophies (in Sri Lanka in 
19Q, in Burma in 1953, in India in 
1954 and in Pakistan in 195S). Be¬ 
sides, be toured, the far eastern 
countries with the Indian team in 
1951, 1954- atad 1957. On various 
occasions he also represented India 
in Bwrma^ ’ Singapore, Pakistan, 
Malaysia end. we Soviet Union 
Mmeoiver, be captained the Indian 
team.inwl the international matidi- 
es tlajgad"'m India and abroad in 
J9& . ^ 1998 and 1959, 
igsid^ -t^tng ’ r, faawMSair'dP, 
gFem,. i^ute, Azk eoMpleted NiS 
oBakSmg, ip 1962 and, has treen a 
ta&^amiipd coach since then: He 
fpM'i^al^l^d:in the FIFA panel of 
1976-77 He was also one 
'M^ljdkb pMlohaJ'selectors fofF a few 
yvgk Altgrpngmrsoitalfty with a 
cl^^j^e '^hmlcity, S. Kl Asix is 
cuHodtiy 'a deputy superintendent 
■CT-jwWce. He is 'poUte> and 
..a, source of Jnspirariba 
ywmg players of today. 


tentire football career, span- 
' i «)ecaw and a half, was 

■ - ft 

.odt 


vividly remember my close associa¬ 
tion vriHb thp Jat« S. A, Rahim, the 
t'orms^ Ipdim coach, under whose 
able guidance and supervision Indi¬ 
an football team won the gold med¬ 
al in the' 1962 Asian Games at 
Djakarta: In fact, he was intimately 
connected with our faintly and 
often used to write to my father 
about me. But, strangely enough, he 
did never tell me anything about 
my performance even when 1 play¬ 
ed welj. 




The year 1949 can-be considered 
a landmark one in my career oe- 
cause that.Vres tluu^l^hen 
,got the chaiue to raiwesenf. my. 
'State in the Santolut' Trophy; At 
first, I was not included in the final 
team and found myself in the list of 
extras. But it so happened thaf 
while we were going tp Calcutta by 
train for playing in the Santosh 
, Trophy there, a regular fuU-back of 
our team became injlmpd.'And this 
afforded.'.me an opportuniw to 
come into' the 6nal 'meven. Since 
dienJ never looked back and was 
tdway.v in the team. So the year 
1949 was a turning point in my 
career. 

One of my most memorable mo- 
(Mine .when India won the 
'^td me^ injthe first Asian Games 
m'Daibi in 1951. As a membei of 
team 1 aq}.ti!n$ud of our achieve¬ 




ment. In the final we beat Iran by a 
solitary goal scored by Mewala. t 
also lOpresented India in the 1956 
Olympics ar Melbourne. India put. 
up a tine display and occ^ied the 
fourth place I was natural^ happy 
that we were able to fulfil what 
Rahim had expected of us. Rahim’s 
strategy for our matches in the 
Olympics was also highly acclaimed 
by the eminent football critics of 
different countries. 

I still remember some other 
matches in which I put up fine 
performances. Andhra Pradesh 
reached the Santosh Trophy final in 
1950 by defeating Bombay 3-2 in 
the semi-final. In the second half of 
that match we scored three goals, 
and I myself saved my team on two 
occasions by fiustrating the oppo¬ 
nents’ attacks on our citadel. Then, 

I played brilliantly for the fjlyder- 
abad Police team, possibly in the 
late pottles, against WIMCO Sports 
Club of Mantes tn an All-India 
foumatnent and saved an almost 
iure goal against us. It was a tense 
situation when I found myself alone 
between our goalkeepei and the 
onrusblng Thangaraj. But I did not 
lose nerve and headed the Thangar- 
aj shot. Finally, 1 was overwhelmed 
with joy when Andhra Pradesh won 
the Santosh Trophy for the first 
time in 1956 under my captaincy. In 
the final ai Trivandrum, in Kerala, 
Andhra Pradesh defeated Bombay 
by four goals. 

However, the saddest moment in 
my life came when 1 heard the news 
of the premature death of Rahun 
He was, In fact, my “second father”. 
Until his death Rahim was the bone 
b^ind the sinews of modem Indian 
.'football, and it was since his‘death 
that the standiurd of Indian fouiball 
fitarted deteriorating. Mr Ashoke 
Ghosh and Mr. Ztauddin, the 
Secretary and the President of the 
All-India Football Federation re¬ 
spectively, are now, no doubt, 
trying their best to improve the 
present standard of Indian football.. 

Another thing which really sad¬ 
dens me IS the attitude of the 
contempocai y footballers toward 
the game. Unlike us, the present 
plavers do not play foiithall out of 
their love tor the^me and love for 
their rouiitry. They play football 
mainly f(>r earning munev. Alas! 
those good old days will probably 
ntfver come back again. 

As {old 10 ABHMIT GHOSH 






On November 19 , 1982 , 
the Asian Games will return to 
the city udiere they were bom. 



O it N'lvciiilici 19,1 f>82.less than 
a \i*urfnini today,Delhi will 
1 >Ih> piotid host U) u jtrestigiuus 
event the IX Asian (lanics A 
h<>iniLi)iniiig—l)ei.anse Delhi is tlie 
I MV whi’ie It all bcgan.MO years ego 

India,195} !^rting history is made. 
Maieli 4 1951 neatly 500 
s]>(itisiiiiMi and vvonieii fiiim 11 
oiuutncs — .\fghantstaii. Hiinna, 
t'cviiiii. India, Indonesia, Inin, 
.lapan, Ne]ial. the riiilliinncs, 
Smgapoie and 'niailand —iiiarelicd 
into the sjicclally renovated 
Natloiiiil Stadiiiin, Xevv Delhi, for 
the fiisi .Vsidil 

As ricsideni Kaiendni I’vusud 
inaiigiiiaied the meet, 21 gnus 
binnued 111 salute finni the I’limna 
Diiila 

I’nine Minister ■Javvaharlal Nehnt 
adfliessed the massive gathering 


“Delhi and India uie forlunate in 
hosting the first Asian (mines 
bringing together the youth of many 
countries, piomotlng international 
fiieiidsliip and cooperation” 

Asia’s greatest show of sports 
was under way 

The dream (rf Indian qiorts lowrs. 

The idea of fostering fiieiidshi|j 
and biotherhood amongst Aslan 
nations through s{K)ns cuine from 
India 

The pionecnng efl’orts of 
.lawaharlal Nehru and eminent 
sportsmen of his time led to 
establishing the Asian (iames 
I'ederuiion, with a resolve to hold 
the (ianics every four years 

The first (rames' six events were 
held mainly at the National 
Sladliiin, and weie conducted only 
in davlif^it hours A modest 
beglnnt ig to a gieat international 


sports meet, but a iiiatter of pnde 
and hilfllment foi India — then u 
>cning, newly indciiciidciit iiaiioii 
The 1962Asiad. 

Achalienge-and an honour. 

Next year, ovei 5(X)0 iiurticiiiants 
from raoic than 30 countries will 
meet in Delhi 

Chosen once again as the host of ■ 
the Asiad, India w ill be ihe focus of . t 
world uitcntloii , 

An opjyirtiiiiity to welcome ' 

fnends to oui cuintal city and t 

coiintiy. If) extend to iliein the 
traditional Indian hosfiitalitv (iir 
which our land IS fainous 

Architects, planners, ciigniccts, 
workers and sports lovers aic busy 
prmiaring foi the biggest Asiad ever .. 

The challenge Is exciting, the S'* 

rewards pleniiTiil •» 

Delhi is set to win honoiiis dguui'f 
|ust as It did 30 years ago 


IX ASIAD 
DELHI 19S2 

November 19- December 4 

WDrking to make it h^[^>en. 



.... v;-,- -i ' o'f.'i 



Focus 


Where are the genflemen? 


D IE-HARDS usually say with a 
great deal of pessimism that the 
piesent is just not like the past. This is 
applicable to almost every walk of our 
life. And when it comes to cricket, this 
cannot but be palpably true. 

For ages past it was accepted with 
the authority of an evident truth that 
cricket signifies the assimilation of 
those qualities which make a man’s 
life noble. Today, when commei- 
cialisation has engraved its seal on 
almost everything in this earth, cricket 
has actually ceased to remain—at least 
at the top level where ability dwarfs 
the love for the game—what it stands 
for 

“Cricket is an idea, it is an idea of 
the C'lOds", wrote Sir James Barrie. But 
ihe present generation of cricketers 
has transformed, by their behaviour, 
the good meaning behind the quota¬ 
tion into something like chivalry, 
thereby affecting the sobriety that is 
there in cricket The number of people 
who play cricket simply for the pur¬ 
pose of enjoying it are as extinct now 
as the 20-foot Megaiosaurus Accord¬ 
ing to a distingui^ed cricket writer, 
“1'he truest of all axioms about crudcet 
IS that it IS as good as those who play it 
or, conversely, as bad”. 

“Why can’t the players behave prop- 
••rly”> This is a delivery to which 1 am 
strokeless. For it has been noticed 
vsith increasing consternation that 
those who play the game today seldom 
behave decently on or off the field, 
thus throwing open their gentility to 
({uestion When, in the Melbourne Test 
earlv tins year, India’s captain Sunil 
(Idvaskar decided to leave the ground 
taking his opening partner along with 
him, he not merely lowered the lofty 
idea about him hut also left a very bad 
example before the youngsters at the 
ground The youngsters who are the 
most sensitive to any wave of change, 
will soon realise that there is a strong 
legitimacy behind this act and start 
practising it in their own matches 
whenever any decision of the umpire 
meets their displeasure. 

Impropriety in cricket these days 
goes deeper than just annovance at 
the umpire’s decision. When Rodney 
Hogg, the Australian fast bowler, 
whacked a stump out of its slot with 
his foot instead of the ball, he did it 
not merely because the umpire had 
unknowingly erred but because a 
wirket had not been granted his way 
and that subsequent repetitions of this 
kind of acts may impose on him a fine 
of $ 500. When an Indian opener 
lefused to budge from the crease when 
the snick was held, it was not because 
he tfaQU[At hi^ sedsea ni^t have de¬ 
ceived lie knew fuuv well that 


rious to the condition of the side 
which, in turn, given a little luck, may 
result in a windfall gain in the form of 
an Indian victory. 

“Cut out the money and those fel¬ 
lows shall behave a lot beetter”, 1 
remember Godfrey Evans telling me in 
a chuckle. 

It would be an exercise in futility 
and boredom if I deal with the present 
only without making any attempt to 
describe what the scene was some two 
generations ago, thereby endeavour¬ 
ing to portray cricket as it should be. 
And for modern relevance there could, 
perhaps, be no better character than J 
B. Hobbs, who was as magnanimous as 
magnificent ih his dealings. Once bat¬ 
ting against the Australians at Leeds, 
Hobbs made an attempt to hit a ball to 
the on-side off his backfoot and thus 
hit the stump with his retreating limb 
The bail fell, and the Australians 
appealed But, much to their alarm, 
the verdict went against them as the 
umpire contended that the stroke had 
been completed before the bail fell. 
The Australians became disheartened 
as a Hobbs dismissal meant half the 
winning of the ga^ie. “Two or three 
balls later Hobbs made a weak 
attempt to play a straight one and was 
bowled" “My impression”, opined 
‘Monty* Noble, “was then—and still 
is—that Hobbs believed that he was 
out and deliberately allowed himself 
to be bowled” 

That in a Test, an occasion described 
by Ian Chappell as “no place to be 
amicable” His opinion has found 
favour with most of the contemporary 
players. It is not unusual to find bats¬ 
men adroitly ‘shifting’ their legs Just 
that much which baits the umpire into 
an error after the ball has hit their 
guilty pads Harvey, the former Au¬ 
stralian Test cricketer, was a pleasing 
contrast He once ‘walked’ off even 
before the umpire had time to say, 
“Out, Ibw”. It is on the sacrifices in 
deed of men like him that made crick¬ 
et an improving influence, unsullied 
by any kind of vice 

Bert Oldfield was another one—the 
most charming man ever to put on the 
gloves and stand behind. He built up a 
formidable reputation for sheer cour¬ 
teousness, appealing only when he 
thought the bastman was out An un¬ 
fortunate batsman doubting the legi¬ 
timacy of an Ibw decision would be 
expected to say, “I must be out, after 
all. Bertie appealed”. 

These days it is not so. Every second 
wicketkeeper who yells at an alarming 
decibel value does so to try his luck. 
When It is in the umpire makes a 
m&tokci end when it is not he can 
alwBVB miblicise his chavrin hv rhnffe. 


example of daylight ‘cheating a bats¬ 
man out* took place in the Adelaide 
Test when the Indians visited them in 
1977-78. Mohinder Amarnath played a 
ball which rose a little befote gently 
descending on the turf around short- 
leg. Immediately after rebounding 
Gary Cosier clasped it and claimed a 
catch I The fielder got away with the 
judgement, but replays on television 
clearly revealed that the Indian had 
been ‘done in* Later, when asked why 
he had even appealed, Cosier replied, 
“In excitement” Perhaps some imply 
that we ought to believe that they are 
reformed orang-outangs, expressing 
their delight in yelps when setting 
their digits on a rolling spheioidl 

L.a.st season’s ‘underarm’ incident 
provided a fine opportunity for every 
critic to compete with the other in a 
bid to deliver the most vitriolic critic¬ 
ism Ian Chai^pell not the least. Conde¬ 
mning what one brother had planned, 
the other engineered And it was 
amusing to read how hypocritic could' 
Hypocrisy be. For I very well know the 
man who lowered his trousers to hare 
his essentials at an umpire during an 
argument, throwing his bat at another, 
wearing striped shoes in a Test match 
and among other things painting the 
atmosphere in the dressing room 
‘bluer’ than what nature painted in the 
sky. He nojud in his autography, “We 
would never take any step, financially 
or otherwise, which would in any way 
threaten the welfare of the game” 
Some players ought to read their 
books again. 

The recent spate of behaviour, most 
ly undescribable and unnarratable in 
virgin terminology, has in its own way 
been also due to the negligence aiied 
by the authorities The powers that are 
not always harsh to a fault, batting 
eyelids at critical moments and the 
players often get away without even a 
reprimand for offences prompting a 
court-martial The best bowler does 
Che worst and next day you have his 
captain defending him. As somebody 
said, anything is possible these days 
Even then I am sure the poor man was 
not prepared fur Dennis Lillee playing 
‘football’ with the Pakistani caiMain 
Javed Miandad right in the heari of 
Perth’s playing area 

And then what of the future' Inter¬ 
ring from the present we can draw a 
conclusion which, if told, may result in 
a gloomy prescience Bearing in mind 
the impregnability of commercialisa¬ 
tion we can assume that in tuture 
sportsmanship and other words of the 
same meaning may well have their 
utility restiicted to the dictionary 
There may come a time when the MCC 
unanimously decides to implement 
yellow cards, green, red and whaievei 
and also has to leqiiest the U N tor a 
peace-kceping force when a New Zea¬ 
land-West Indies Test gets out of hand 
or when the representatives of each 
board are locked in a man to man 
combat at an ICC session 



Sportsworid Exclusive 


The B & H Cup competition begins 

The limited-overs triangular series in Australia began dramatically with 
each team notching up a victory. DAVID McMAHON reports 


T here have been some remarkable 
results in the matches of the cur¬ 
rent triangular series that has just got 
underway but the most astounding was 
without doubt Australia’s dazzling vic¬ 
tory against the West Indians at Syd¬ 
ney on November 24 Lloyd’s men, 
batting first, scored 236 after yet 
another good start by Greenidge and 
Haynes and the Aussies were left with 
a difficult task They lust their first 
twu wickets with only eight runs on 
the board and then swept back into 
the game losing only one more wicket 
on tne wav to a stupendous victory 
Chappell gambled by leaving out 
utility man Bruce Yardley and reshuf¬ 
fling his batting order so that Bruce 
Laird and Rick Darling opened the 
innings with Graeme Wood coming in 
at number six for the first time in his 
international career. Lloyd also de¬ 
cided to concentrate on a pace attack 
and called on the services of Marshal, 
Roberts, Garner, Holding and Croft. 
Lloyd won the toss but elected to bat 
in the sunshine, preferring to allow 
Austtalia the task of chasing the total' 
and the lights Greenidge and Haynes 
were subdued in the early overs 
against Lawson and Alderman but 
once the 13-over mark was passed they 
went for their shots with ruthless effi¬ 
ciency Just as they were beginning to 
look good for yet another century 
partnership, Thomson came on as first 
change bowlei and removed both 
openei s and then Bacchus as the tour¬ 
ists slumped quickly to 3 for 98 
But Lloyd and Richards soon had the 
situation under control with the for¬ 
mer in particulai displaying awesome 
power As if on cue Lloyd marked to 
his 50 in less than even time, thumping 
I the bowlers to every corner of the SCG 
but Richards fell just when it looked 
as though the Australians were being 
pushed on to the ropes. This pair had 
added 72 runs in only 57 minutes but 
Richards set out tor a quick single, was 
sent back and saw a marvellous return 
trom Shlwn Graf enabled Chappell to 
run him out for 47 
Lloyd’s last bowlers rose to the occa¬ 
sion throwing Aie bat at everything 
and the SCG crowd was treated to a 
fine display of hitting but the 
scoreboard did not show as many runs 
as Lloyd would have wanted When the 
West Indian skipper was eventually 
caught by Thomson off the bowling of 
Jeff Lawson for a belligerent 63 there 
was little that the remaining batsmen 


Aussies fs West Imlles 

could do to accelerate the scoring. The 
total of 236 was not as good as Lloyd 
had perhaps hoped for earlier in the 
game but it was a comfortable sum of 
runs in the bank. 

When Rick Darling went caught be¬ 
hind off Michael Holding’s second 
over Australia had only seven runs on 
the board and the home supporters’ 
spirits dropped even further when 
Greg Chappell went only one run af- 
tei The Australian captain was Ibw to 
Andy Roberts and only the most rabid 
Australian supporter would have 
dared venture a wager on the possibil¬ 
ity of Chappell's men forcing a win 

But force a win they did. And in such 
style that it looked, at the finish, like 
an impossibly heroic film script. Allan 
Border joined Laird at the wicket and 
unleashed some sizzling strokes, 
announcing his intention of staging a 



Bruce Laird—datzlirtg ion 


classic come-from-behind win. The 
stylish little left-hander delighted the 
27,000 strong SCG crowd as he savage¬ 
ly attacked the West Indian fast bow¬ 
lers to accelerate the scoring rate 
beyond that established by the tour¬ 
ists 

Border went on the rampage, even 
coming down the track to hoist Garner 
of ail people for a thundering six that 
clappered into the stand. But even as 
things seemed to be looking good for 
the Australians Border was run out by 
a brilliant throw from Desmond 
Hynes Hughes, the next man in, play¬ 
ed himself in for a couple of overs and 
then he and Laird simply massacred 
the dreaded battery of West Indian 
fast bowlers With 12 overs remaining, 
Australians were going well but re¬ 
quired 67 runs with 7 wickets to go but 
Hughes and Laird marched on regard¬ 
less, unwavering in concentration for 
offence Laird flicked beautifully for a 
single to bring up his century and 
about 200 fans ran on to the field to 
congratulate him. Play was held up 
temporarily when it was discovered 
that a stump had been stolen in the 
process but even that did not prevent 
Australia from reaching their target 
with 3 overs to spare Bruce Laird took 
the “Man of the Match" award for his 
brilliant 117 not out while Kim 
Hughes, who ended with an unbeaten 
62 reminded his critics yet again that 
he can still play winning cricket under 
pressure. And a last word about the 
consistantly brilliant Allan Border. He 
scored only 29 but he was the one who 
turned the tables on the West Indians, 
a tactical advantage converted later 
into a morale boosting victory by Laird 
and Hughes who set the SCG alight as 
they steered their country home. 

West Indies vs Pakistan 

T he weekend of November 21-22 
brought plenty of thrills for cricket 
lovers in Australia On Saturday, the 
West Indies beat Pakistan by 18 runs 
in the opening match of the season and 
the next day, Australia went down to 
Javed Miandad’s Pakistanis with only 
four deliveries to spare. West Indies 
and Pakistan, therefore, head the 
World Series Cup table with two 
points each, although the former, with 
a win in their only ^ame, have the best 
aggregate at the time of writing. 

Against Pakistan the West Indies 
batted first, with Greenidge end 




Sarfraz for 8 and 10 respectively while 
Roberts, Gamer and Gomes returned 
to the dressing room without adding a 
si^e run to the total. 

The West Indies finished with 245 
for 8 off the allotted 50 overs; Sarfraz 
took 4 for 37 and Imran 3 for 23. 
Pakistan, however, would have been m 
a much better position had they 
fielded as well as they did in the first 
Test against Australia Haynes was 
draped twice before he had scored 
and later on 58 Greenidge, who rav¬ 
aged the bowling in grand fashion was 
put down at 72. In addition, 13 runs 
came from misfields by Miandad’s 
men while the Pakistani bowlers were 
no-balled quite often. 

By way of contrast, Lloyd’s men 
fielded magnificently with Richards 
outstanding as usual. After Gamer had 
struck the first blow dismissing Riz- 
wan for 14, Pakistani’s innings wa¬ 
vered, faltered and then swept back 
into momentum before falling short of 
the mark in the grand last-ditch effort. 
Miandad top scored with 74 while 
Mudassar got 51 and Majid, at number 
6, propped up the innings with 56 in 
only 72 minutes. But none of these 
performances overshadowed that of 
Greenidge who took the man of the 
match award 

Pakistan as JUisslas 

T he next day, there was some sur¬ 
prising decisions made by the 
umpires most of which were notice¬ 
ably in favour of the home team. 
Gieame Wood survived an appeal for a 
catch off the first ball Behind the 
wicket Allan Border escaped a run out 
that looked suspiciously close and the 
Pakistanis were left shaking their 
heads in disbelief 
Manager Ijaz Butt retaliated by in¬ 
forming the Australian Cricket Board 
that two leading Australian umpires 
Tony Crafter and Mel Johnson are 
“unacceptable” and should not offici¬ 
ate in the second Test He also men- 




I OrBerudge—good start 

i Haynes rattling up a record 182 for the 
I opening stand. Greenidge finished 
I with a flamboyant century, caught 
! Rizwan bowled Sarfraz for 103 while 
I Haynes lost his wicket to Mudassar for 
I With so many runs on the board, 
I there was never any real pressure on 
the batsmen who followed. It was. 
k therefore, not surprising to see them 
I throwing their bats at everything that 
f I tame their way 

' The results were predictable and 
I wickets began to fall rapidly. 
I Richards, perhaps, hampered by a 
\ niild attack of conjunctivitis, made 
{ dnly 17 before he was dismissed by 
i [ Imran. Both Bacchus and Uoyd fell to 




Stkander Bakhi 

tinned that his players were bitter 
about the series of decisions in Sun¬ 
day’s game. “All the decisions 
favoured Australia,” he said *Tt has 
left a bad taste with our players The 
standard of umpiring here is bad " 

Australia made three changes in the 
side that did duty in the first Test 
Rick Darling replaced injured Graham 
Yallop with Shaun Graf and Geoff 
Lawson also coming in to the tail The 
home team batted first finishing at 209 
for 9 off 50 overs. Kim Hughes lop 
scoring with a grand 67 Darling open¬ 
ing the innings with Wood finished 
with 41, while, Yardley and Marsh did 
their share of breery hitting with 28 
and 15, respectively The bowler who 
did the damage was Sikandcr Bakht 
with 4 for 34 

Pakistan lost their first wicket that 
ol Mansoor with onlv 19 runs on the 
board and Zaheer went following an 
astounding caught behind decision 
only two runs later But Mudassar 
stayed with his captain and laid a 
grand foundation for the victory that 
at one stage looked impossible He fell 
to Chappell for 44 but the tailenders 
kept their team in the race Imran 
remained nut out at 28 at the finish 
when Pakistan scored the winning run 
in the last over Recognition went 
where it was due and Miandad took 
the “Man of the Match” award for his 
brilliant 72 which was his third succes¬ 
sive score of 50 plus in Australia. 
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England draw first blood 

HARESH MUNWANI reports from Ahmedabad 


A nything that is less than five 

runs an over will be no problem 
for this English team in one-day crick¬ 
et After all, they play so much of this 
limited overs cricket in England. The 
50-uver International at Ahmedabad 
served as an occasion to emphasise the 
nuances of one-day cricket as display¬ 
ed by the English team as they beat 
India by five wickets, with thirteen 
deliveries to spare 

There was a lot of dew in the morn¬ 
ing at Ahmedabad Captain Keith 
Fletcher won the toss and without any 
hesitation put the Indians in—know¬ 
ing that, except for the unforseen, his 
fast bowlers Willis, Botham and Lever 
would be able to exploit the condi¬ 
tions He said “The wicket was damp 
and the ball was moving. And though 
the ball did a meat deal in the first 
hour, it was still deviating that little 
bit in the afternoon. It was not a good 
wicket for a one-day game.” 

Five precious minutes were lost af¬ 
ter the players arrived at the wicket 
because there was a mopping opera¬ 
tion on to get rid of the dew in certain 
sections of the ground And with lunch 
fixed for 1 P.M this meant that the 
number of overs would be reduced 
from the original SO This also suited 
the English team, because this meant 
that their fifth bowler. Graham Gooch, 
would not have to bowl his allotted ten 
overs 

Earlier, the English team were not 
very happy when their suggestion of 
limiting all the one-day Internationals 
to 45 overs a side was turned down. 
Raman Subba Row, the manager felt: 
“We were told that Jullundur, where 
the second one-day game is to be 
played, will not have light for 50 overs, 
so that particular game is to be re¬ 
duced by five overs. At that stage, we 
had said that there should be uniformi¬ 
ty in the playing conditions ” But 
obviously, to bowl 50 overs at a stretch 
in the Indian sun had its own prob¬ 
lems 

Anyway, to get back to the game 
Itself The condition of the wicket was 
just the encouragement the English 
bowleis needed to get rid of Sunil 
Gavaskar, their mam target. Sunil 
chased an outgoing Willis delivery to 
bo Vaught by Gooch in the slips Ear- 
liei, Srikkanth once again fell to some 
intelligent bowling by Ian Botham. 
The bowler had employed the same 
jiluy m the one-day game at Bombay— 
Boiham bowled a string of outswingers 
and then sent in an inswingei Srik¬ 
kanth had unconsciously expected it to 
be an outswinger Both openers were 
out without scoring and this obviously 


gave the initiative to the English team. 

Vishwanath started confidently, but 
soon drove Gooch with his head in the 
air and gave a catch in the covers to 
Cook. Azad joined Vengsarkar and the 
two set about the task of bringing 
India back into the game. Although 
the scoring rate at this stage was three 
an over, the loss of those three wickets 
was something India could not afford. 

Vengsarkar had two lives, at 19 and 
23, when Fletcher and Botham drop¬ 
ped him. But Dilip carried on un¬ 
affected and ensured that there was no 
further damage done by the English 
bowlers. At this stage. Lever had ^ven 


away 16 runs in his four overs while 
Gooch had proved expensive with 
seven overs yielding 28 runs. Fletcher 
brought in Underwood—otherwise, 
the earlier effort of Willis and Botham 
would have been wasted Willis had 
the analysis of 6-3-12-1 and Botham, 
even better, 6-4-3-1. 

Underwood really tied the batsmen 
down. He varied his line and length to 
keep Vengsarkar and Kirti Azad gues 
sing. Underwood held one back and 
Dilip was committed to the stroke only 
to give a return catch to the bowler 
Vengsarkar contributed 46. 

Kirti Azad lifted Lever for a six over 
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Vengsa’kar—capitalised on lives 
inid-vviLket and Fietchei soon replaced 
l.evci with Botham, who immediately 
met success when he found the gap 
hetwc* n Arad’s bat and pad to knock 
his stumps down. 

Kirrnani and Shasrri did their little 
hit in propping up the innings. They 
weie associated in a .35-run stand for 
ihe seventh wicket. At lunch, 46 overs 
had been bowled and India managed 
156 for 8 Underwood, Wiilis and 
Botham had given less than 20 runs 
each in their allotted overs. 

With the change in the rules, the 
oveis bowled up to lunch would be 
lepeated for England Getting 157 
■ uns in 46 ovei s was obviously not too 
great a,task fur the one-day specialists. 

Although the beginning was cau¬ 
tious, It was soon apparent that the 
Indian medium pacers, Madan Lai, 
Bandhir Singh and Test discard Roger 
Binny, would not be able to contain 
the- England batsmen Binny did chip 
in with three for 35, getting opener 
Gooch for 23, caught Kirmani, Cook 
caught Vishwanath 13 and Gower with 
a caught and bowled effort when the 
batsman was eight But he did not get 
adequate support from Madan Lai, 


although the latter helped in checking 
the run rate and bagging the prue 
wicket of Boycott who was leg before 
for just five runs 

What actually changed the course of 
the match—from an uncertain 46 for 3 
and 61 for 4—was the inability of the 
left-arm spinners, Dilip Doshi and 
Ravi Shasiri, to restrict the run rate 
and theieby put presure on the Eng¬ 
land batsmen In fact, England moved 
from 67 in 21 overs to 117 in 38, 
witiiout any further loss as these bol- 
wers toiled on fruitlessly Doshi’s only 
success was Fletcher’s scalp after the 
England captain had made a valuable 
23 Mike Gatting collared the bowling 
well and Ian Botham resorted to some 
lusty hits to take England on a smooth 
cruise Gatting, particularly, was confi¬ 
dent throughout, pushing and prod¬ 
ding hi ■ way to an unbeaten 47, the 
highest individual score in a match 

It was not a match that the Indians 
would like to remember, except for the 
unsuccessful debut of Randhir Singh 
Ravi Shastri’s bowling efforts were 
entirely futile, though he did chip in 
with a useful 18 runs towards the end 
of the Indian innings 
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One who made it... 


Madan Lai: I am more sensible now 


T hough he last played for India 
from seasons back—when he 
toured Australia with Bedi’s team— 
Madan’s recall to Test team was ex¬ 
pected. After his brilliant perform¬ 
ances in domestic cricket there was no 
way he could have been excluded 
Consider the statistics: last season he 
got a century in the Irani Cup, scored 
two separate hundreds against the 
Railways in Ranji, chipped in with 76 
runs and eight wickets in one innings 
in the Ranji final against Bombay. 
These are only some of Madan’s not¬ 
able achievements Numerous other 
useful contributions could also be 
listed 

This season also he has maintained 
last year’s amazing form In the Irani 
match at Indore he first dismissed 
three recognised batsmen, when the 
placid wicket had flattered all other 
medium pacers. Later he battled to a 
dogged, undefeated 97, when Shastri 
was turning the ball squaie on the 
treacherous track In the Duleep tie at 
Trivandrum, Madan made good use of 
the wet wicket to demolish South with 
7 for 40 And playing against the 
Services recently he compiled an un¬ 
beaten century. 

This all-round ability of Madan is 
much needed by India. As a bowler he 
might not be Kapil's peer in sti iking 


ability, but Madan can bowl long spells 
with great accuracy. Kapil’s load will 
be considerably lessened. Moreover, 
Madan is a very tidy bowler, and even 
on unresponsive tracks gives little 
away 

As a batsman he has vastly un¬ 
roved. Difference against the new 
all IS a thing of the past; he shirked 
that off quite some time back. More 
assured now, Madan could greatly stif¬ 
fen the fragile middle order. In field¬ 
ing, of course, few can match his 
superb fielding. From the longest of 
boundaries his throw-ins are flat, fast 
and accurate And not many fieldsmen 
have hands as safe as Madan’s 

The senes against England poses an 
ac’d test for this likeable unassuming 
30-year-old all-rounder (16 Tests- 428 
runs, average 17.23: 29 wickets at 
33 68 each) He has to put up a good 
performance to salvage his reputation. 
Regarding the outcome one thing is 
certain; ‘Maddi* will try his best for he 
IS a fierce competitor indeed. 

SPORTSWORLD met Madan before 
he left for Ahmedabad tor the one-day 
international The following are ex¬ 
cerpts from the interview 
On return to Test cricket: I am very 
happy because playing for my country 
IS a great honour. Playing in a Test 
match involves a great thrill which is 


difficult to describe. Though I had 
been expecting this after my showing 
in recent matdiies, when someone who 
had heard the news told me about my 
selection, I was happily surprised. 

On his ambition: 1 want to do well for 
India. You see I have scored nms and 
also earned wickets in all other com¬ 
petitions. But in Test matches my 
performance is not that well. Now that 
I have got another chance I hope I can 
fulfil my disire Succeeding in Test 
matches will give me a great deal of 
satisfaction. 

On his recent performances; At the 
moment things are coming along fine I 
guess it IS one of those phases when 
you seem to do everything right just as 
there are times when nothing goes 
right. I have had scored plenty of runs 
in the matches I have played till now 
but Test. “Afein kuchh karna hai” 
On maturing over the years: Yes, I 
think I am a mote mature cricketer 
today than what I was when 1 played 
last for the country 1 am more sensi¬ 
ble now It is just a matter of experi¬ 
ence As you keep playing, you learn 
and become better Earlier, I think I 
tried only to bowl fast Now it is not 
that 1 know what I am doing now. I 
have more control I bowl now a titt¬ 
er line and do not spray the ball 
around as I used to do sometimes 
earlier And I think I can move the ball 
better. 

On batting with a helmet: It has been a 
great help to me. The helmet has uven 
me a lot of confidence First played 
with It about two-three years ago I 
found It to be very helpful. Since then 
I always bat with a helmet on, at least 
in all first class games. 

On his training schedule: Actually, I 
don’t tram tun much Before the sea¬ 
son begins I go for runs. Not something 
very elaborate, just a few rounds on 
the field I don’t even play other 
games to keep fit. One game is enough 
I think. 

On playing club cricket in England: I 
have been playing for six seasons now 
for Enfield Club in the Lancashire 
League The standard may not be very 
high but you learn a lot in the 25-odd 
matches you get to play in the season. 
The attitude of even an ordinary club 
cricketer in England is so different to 
our outlook here. Mohinder, Kapil, 
Roberts and Holding played in the 
Lancashire League. 

On the English batsmen; There are 
some very good batsmen in their team. 
Amongst those whom I have seen I 
think Gooch is a very fine batsman. He 
plays good shots and could be very 
dangerous Gower, Boycott, Fletcher, 
and Botham are all experienced 
cricketer. Let’s see. 


Madan Lah-ha is expadad to caiabrata his ra-anay into Taal taam with good parioimanoe 
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...And one who didn’t 


Chetan Chauhan:! am not upset 


F ew foliowers of the game aatid- 
pared the sudden exclusion of Che¬ 
tan Chauhan, 34, from the Test team, 
k veteran of 40 Tests, with 2000 plus 
runs, Chetan first played for India 12 
years bade and combining with Gavas¬ 
kar, he has formed one of the most 
successful opening pairs in the history 
of Test cricket. Last season on the twm 
tour of Australia and New Zealand he 
did an admirable job and, even if his 
current form has been somewhat in¬ 
different, his exclusion does appear 
unwarranted—and drastic. If a player 
IS to be weighed merely by his last few 
performances as the sdectors have 
done in Chetan's case, then even Vish- 
i wanath and Shivlal should not be 
I anywhere near the Test side. 

I Actually, Chetan must have grown 
' quite used to being dumped by the 
\ selectors. Following his debut against 
I New Zealand in 1969 he played only 
' five Tests in a period of almost five 
I years and after that for the next five 
I years he did not play any Tests at all. 

I Resurrected at the time of the 1977/78 
I Australian tour, Chetan went on to 
I partner Gavaskar on the tours of 
1 Pakistan (1978-79), England (1979) 
i and Australia and New Zealand (1980- 
I HI ) His prime virtue is the ability to 
‘fight’ and to withstand pressure. 
Without getting awed by quick bowl¬ 
ing, despite countless injuries, herare- 
' ly loses his wicket before making the 
bowler slog At the crease he is un¬ 
flappable and even if a ball beats him, 
Chetan’s characteristic grin never 
leaves his face. These qualities are not 
unimportant. In fact, for any opener 
I they are vital, even though so many 
I people choose to overlook them and 
instead incessantly harp on Chetan’s 
hatting flaws. That’s very unfair, for 
there is a great deal to commend in 
Chetan’s batting Sportsworld met 
Chetan after the team was announced. 
Fresh, after his morning workout Che¬ 
tan was absolutely cool. He spoke 
about his exclusion and his batting 
form without betraying any sign of 
disappointment- 

SW: When did you know about the 
team? 

CC: 1 had gone to Allahabad for 
some personal work and was sitting 
with a friend of mine when 1 learnt 
about being dropped from the team 
over the evening news of A.I.R. 

SW: Your first reactions? 

CC: Well, I was disappointed—as 
any other human being would have 
been—for it is a great honour to repre¬ 
sent one’s country. But I was not upset. 
1 am a mature person, have played 
cricket for more than 15 years and I 
fully understand that this is a part of 



CtMan Chauhan— discarded from SrsI Test for his 
Ineonsiatant form 


the game. And I have been out before 
too. 

SW: Did you ex^t this? 

CC; Honestly I did not I thought I 
would get a few matches in the begin¬ 
ning I had a successful tour of Austra¬ 
lia and New Zealand. And nobody can 
say that 1 don't put in 100 per cent 
effort for the country. I have always 
tried my best 

SW: Have the selectors been unfair 
in ignoring your vast experience and 
concentrating on your few failures this 
year? 

CC: No, no 1 wouldn’t say they have 
been unfair. They are the best to judge 
the composition of the team and I have 
absolutely no grouse at all. Nobody 
would be happier than me if India do 
well in the Tests.and win the series. I 
wish Gavaskar and the boys all success 
in the matches For Srikkanth I wish 
the very best. He is a fine young 
cricketer. He should be fully encour¬ 
aged. 

SW: Why haven’t you been among 
the runs this year? 

CC: I have not played many innings 
this year—just six or seven knocks. 1 
don’t want to sound as if I am com¬ 
plaining, but this season 1 am yet to 
play on a good track. At Chandigarh in 
the Deodnar Trophy the wicket was 
very slow. The ball would stop after 
landing and it wasn’t conducive for 
sti^eplay. In Trivandrum (Duleep 
Trophy) it was damp, because of what 
one ball from Roger climbed off a 
length. Against Services (Ranji match) 
there were wet patches on the wicket 


In the Haryana game the wicket was 
absolutely wet, because of the rain. 
Though Kapil was bowling very well 
and turning the ball dangerously, 1 did 
last a long time. 

SW: Are you facing any new prableau 
in your batting? 

CC: Not really I think 1 am battii^ 
like I have always done. There is 
nothing wrong In fact, I think I am 
batting quite well. If runs haven’t been 
coming, it is because of bad luck. I 
guess. 1 am sure I’ll be back among the 
runs soon. 

SW: Do you think you are trying too 
hard? 

CC: It could be one reason. Every 
time I go in I tell myself that I have to | 
play a Tong innings. Maybe because of - 
that I get Dogged down At Indore, in 
the Irani game, I got out to spinners in 
both the innings after seeing the new 
ball through. When I think about it 
now, I feel that I could have probably 
attacked at that time and got runs a 
little more quickly. 

SW; Wouldn’t you have liked to play 
against the tourists before the Test 
matches? ’ 

CC: Yes, I wish I bad ^ot a., oppor¬ 
tunity to play, at least in the Board 
President’s team. 1 think that would 
have been good. You see I haven’t 
played too much cricket this season. 
Earlier also I was not picked for the 
Wills Trophy teams. I could have bene¬ 
fited from the practice one gets from 
playing matches 

SW; What do you see for yourself in 
the future? 

CC: There is still a lot of cricket in 
me, I feel. I have been training quite 
hard and am determined to work har¬ 
der still to get back into the national 
side. Actually, you have to take things 
as they come In cricket it is not 
possible to say what is goin^ to happen 
in future. All one can do is put in a 
honest effort. 

SW: From your experience against 
the English team, which bowler do you 
thi n k will trouble our batsmen? 

CC: I wouldn’t like to use the word 
trouble. A lot will depend on the kind 
of pitches you are playing on. But the 
English team does nave good bowlers. 
Underwood and Emburey are ex¬ 
tremely experienced. Both push the 
ball tbiroui^, are very tight and give 
nothing away even on unresponsive 
wickets. They can test anyone’s pati¬ 
ence. England’s trump card will be Ian 
Botham. What a great tner that man 
is' He never gives up—on any wicket, 
anywhere He is perfectly capable of 
coming up with an exceptional per¬ 
formance at any time. 

AMRIT MATHUR 
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Do you know? Ct, 

England did not win a test 
against India at Eden 
Gardens, Calcutta till 1977. 

Richie Benaud, captain of the 
Australian team from 1958 to 
1963, was the first person in 
test cricket history, to score 
2000 runs and claim 200 
wickets 

Pakistan is the only team ever to have 
won a test on their very first tour of 
England 

Although Pakistan had had seve: al 
successes against the West Indies, India 
did not beat them until March 1971 

Frank Worrell’s West Indies was the only 
losing team ever to have been given a 
ticker tape farewell after their tour of 
Aubtralia in 1960-61 



When the Windies toured 
Australia in 1930-31, they 
were in such a terrible state of 
disorganization that many 
members of the team met 
each other for the first time on 
the voyage out. 

Do you know that CANARA 
BANK’S VlDYANIDHl DEPOSIT 
SCHEME can help you save for a 
higher education witfiout much 
difficulty? 
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Nice 

j HARESH MUNWANI 
; reports from Baroda 

K eith FLETCHER, the England 
captain, said. “We have used this 
' game as a build-up for the first Test. 

: Foi that reason, we have played this 
i match against West Zone as if it was a 
{ Test match ” The form of all his play- 
i ers, except Graham Gooch, should be 
: enough to give Fletcher the required 
; confidence before the Test begins. 
Chris Tavare got 96—his third con¬ 
secutive not out innings David Gower 
scored 33 and 39 not out and Fletcher 
himself scored an unbeaten knock of 
' -(9. The England bowlers spun out the 
West Zone for a paltry 179 The per¬ 
formance of the English side only 
lends credence to their image of being 
tiue professionals Otherwise, where 
will one find a team having nets dur¬ 
ing the lunch break and at the end of 
the day during a match—which is what 
Metcher’s men have been doing? 

The Duleep Trophy champions were 
not at full strength without Gavaskar, 
Vengsarkai, Patil and Shastn and pre¬ 
ferred to diop Balwinder Sandhu and 
/ulfiqar Parkar, both of whom had 
served West Zone well in the Duleep 
final This season, Karsan Ghavri has 
lieen lacking the control Chat once 
ensured his place in the national side. 
Under the circumstances, the burden 
tell on the faithful Uday Joshi But the 
bowler whom one had to watch care¬ 
fully was Dhiraj Parsana, the left-arm 
spinner 

Geoff Boycott and Chris Tavare 
played the kind of innings that is 
expected of them Both seemed in no 
huiry and it was soon obvious that 
until and unless they themselves com¬ 
mit a mistake, it would be difficult to 
dismiss them With not much in the 
liowhng to test them, David Gower and 
Keith Fletcher were more intent on 
playing them.selves in 
Before play commenced on the 
second day, Fletcher declared the in¬ 
nings with the score reading 278 for 
tour wickets Bob Willis, Ian Botham 
and Graham Dilley soon snapped up a 
wicket each and West Zone were in 
dire trouble. Suru Nayak joined his 
taptain Ashok Mankad at 46 for 3. 
What followed next was a fighting 
stand of 70 runs, but John Emburey 
lemoved'both of them and with Dinesh 
Manavati being medically advised not 
:o play, the West were up against it. 
The little resistance that came from 
-he tailenders was provided by 
Varayan Satham and Parsana. In the 
process, Satham took a few blows on 
iis body Eve n after hi s side was 

Bob WHIia—may prove dangeroM 
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bowled out for a meagre total, he 
could have created some trouble if he 
had had a re.sponsive wicket Derek 
Underwood has slowed d<iwn a bit 

Uday Jbshi—(ha bunton /M an nm| 
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since we last saw him in India In the 
remaining one hour’s play, England 
managed to get 49 for the loss of 
Graham Gooch. The Essex player did 
not seem too happy about the manner 
in which he was given out to Parsana. 
The way England were going about 
their job, a fourth successive victory 
could nut 1^ ruled out at this stage. 

Botham joined Boycott when play 
began on the third and last day 
Botham was out in trying to force the 
pace P’letcher declared at 171 for 2 
with Boycott unbeaten on 73 and Gow¬ 
er not out on 33. West had 150 minutes 
and 20 mandatory overs to get 271 for 
a victory Said Mankad “I think our 
bowling and fielding were good We 
restricted the England score The bow¬ 
lers in particular ensured that Boycott, 
Botham and Gower were not able to 
tut loose and this prevented Fletcher 
from declaring earliei on. I made it 
very clear to the boys that in this 
match we could not really go all out 
because our resources were limited. At 
least this way we will be able to 
salvage some pride 

But aftei just .59 runs had been 
scored the middle order lay exposed as 
three batsmen were back in the pavi¬ 
lion Once again the home team’s brit¬ 
tle battling had been the cause of their 
failure. Suru Nayak joined Ashok 
Mankad and the two set about the task 
of repairing the damage Just 29 overs 
had been bowled in the post-lunch 
session at the expense of 77 runs 
Sensing t\e sweet smell of success the 
England bowlers, particularly 
Embuiey and Underwood, tried to put 
on pressure. Their perseverence paid 
when Mankad was caught behind off 
Emburey Satham replaced Ashok at 
the crease; The two were together till 
close. 

Nayak played with a deep sense of 
responsibility The left-hander dis¬ 
played the vast range of his strokes in 
his iinbeaien 77 which included 13 
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Chris Tsvar»-~«iually good both at slip and with 
lha bat 

fours. “I played with a heavy responsi¬ 
bility It was without doubt the best 
knock of my career Initially I was 
curbing myself, but later on when I 
found that my shots were clicking, I 
opened out ” Ashok sent Nayak two 
down and said- ‘ Suru is a left-hander 
and at that time Underwood had |ust 
started his spell I felt Sum would be 
able to negotiate Underwood better 
His good showing in the first innings 
prompted me to send him eai her ” 
The 26-year-old Nayak received 
some valuable support from Satham, 
who remained with 42 in a total of 197 
for 4. Skipper Keith Fletcher’s deci¬ 
sion to declare five minutes before the 
lunch break raised a lot of eyebrows 
Explaining the reasons, Fletcher con¬ 
fessed “I thought I had enough runs in 
the bag The bowlers had a good target 
to try and bowl the West Zone out for a 
win. In England we haye a rule that if 
you declare five minutes from the 
lunch break, lunch is taken five mi¬ 
nutes earlier. Apparently the rules 
here are different and so instead of 
having lunch for 45 minutes, we had it 
for 50 ” 
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H K is 40, short and slim, premature¬ 
ly Rrey, and now reinstated as 
England's number one wicketkecpei 
Indeed, people have rated him as the 
.safest man behind the stumps in Eng¬ 
land in the last detado, and that 
includes Alan Knott, who was, 
perhaps, almost as good, but, no doubt, 
much superior as a batsman. One re¬ 
fers, of course, to Robert William 
(Bob) rayloi 

The Derbyshire man’s is a quiet 
etlRiency. He is brilliant but unspec¬ 
tacular And on most occasions people 
do not notice how good lie is Indeed, 
when he caught (leoff Lawson off Bob 
Willis III Australia’s second innings at 
Headingley this summer, he had held 
more catches than anyone else who 
has ever played first-class cricket He 
needs aiioihei 80 odd victims to 
eclipse J.T Murray’s lecord of the 
greatest number of scalps, which 
means the format middlesex ’keepei 
stumped a lot, primarily because there 
were more spinners around in his 
days—the SOs and (lOs—than current¬ 


ly “I would like to beat that and at the 
present late I should get there in 
another two yeais”, says Taylor 

The little man’s entry into Tests was 
as a result of Alan Knott opting for 
World Series Cricket in 1977 He went 
to Pakistan and New Zealand, took on 
the same teams the following summer, 
was away in Australia the next two 
winters, and clashed swords with India 
in between But the Jubilee Test in 
Bombay—in which he gloved ten 
catches, another world record—was 
his last Test appearance until this 
summei 

But most Indians will probably re¬ 
member him in the Jubilee Test for his 
recall to the crease by Gundappa Vish- 
Wanath after being given out caught 
behind England weie in dire distress 
at that stage, with Ian Botham, at the 
other end, the only recngni.sed bats¬ 
man left to cope with the situation 
Had Taylor gone, the Somerset all- 
rounder might have been hard put to 
store the century he did, which in its 
wake placed England in a match- 
winning position But the two, after 
the tepneve lent by the Indian cap 
tain, put on a 150 odiil to grind India to 
the dust as it were 

After that game, England were 
seemingly looking for younger players 


' |o rake over, and Z>avnf Bairstow god 
Paul Downton, after Alan Knott liad 
failed, were the men in prominence 
But the experiment did not quite work 
out, and, so, it was back to Taylor for 
the early part of the Australian senes 
this year 

The fact that he did not survive the 
SIX Tests was not because he did 
anything awful in the four Tests that 
he played He might have been slightly 
below at Edgbaston, but the mam 
cause of his omission in the next 
two—much lesented in the media— 
was the need to strengthen the bat¬ 
ting, and thus the re-entry of Knott. 

Actually, Knott played a match sav¬ 
ing innings in the fmal Test at The 
Oval, which probably would have sea¬ 
led Taylor's fate as far as going to 
India. But fortunately for the latter, 
the Kent 'keeper was unavailable for 
the tour, and much to the delight of 
numerous cricket lovers in England, 
his ticket to the sub-continent was 
ensured 

Taylor is what one would call an 
establishment man—he remained 
loyal to the authorities during the 
Packer split “1 am a traditionalist at 
heart,’’ says Taylor, who was awarded 
the MBE (Member of the British 
Empire) this year. He has now reached 
a ripe old age, but seems to be able to 
maintain his form quite effortlessly 
“I'm keeping as well, if not better, 
than I’ve ever done I'm fit and 1 love it 
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and I just want to get on with the job”, 

! he remarks 

And what about the Indian tour^ He 
; said some time ago, “1 very muc}i want 
I to go I still enjoy playing and if 1 can 
I do a good job, I will keep on." In India, 
j he will certainly please the purist with 
I his anticipation and cleanliness be- 
, hind the wicket, not to mention his 
! modesty and unassuming wavs off the 
i held 

CHRIS 
TAVARE 

1 

A fter eleven houis at the ciease 
against the dreaded West Indian 
■ .iMjik last year, which covered two 
{e-,ts and the same numhet oi one das 
.lUematioiials, Chrislophei James Ta 
' Me was sent a letter bv the chairman 
i.i ’tu select ion (ommitlee. Alec Bed 
■<■1 s.ismg thai he had been dropped 
Soin the England sqiuul 

l.ivaie had s'.oied an unbeaten Si- 
v.liiili svoii li'iii flic- Man of the Maid. 
.is.u.I- in the ovei limit eiicouiuei at 
' III .idinglev .end a iieai half ientiiiv m 
■ he til'■I lesi at Tieni Budge, but, b\ 

, .liiil Idige, m the two tis'e-dav meet 
■m;-., he struggled lot his mils His 
. iuotitgoiiisis, ot couise, maintained 
, rm he v\as the nght aiiswet lor Eng 
l.md a.i'iilst tin paucity of plaveis 
l■.lSJng the abilits to pLav long inniigs 
, Bill ilie seleitois thought orheiwise, 
ihniigli handling the ina'tei with 
ippropriate tact .oid compassion 
Bedsei is said to lias'e stated m his 
lettei ol a veai and a half ago that 
, 'this was not the end ot the woild 
, i'etei May, Ken Banington and taa- 
I li.un (looch had all been dropped eaily 
. Ill then caieers befoie establishing 
] iheniselsi.'s" And he told the Ptess “I 
.on sine he will come back” 

.4nd come hack he did. with a couple 
' 1)1 h.ilt (entiines to boot against the 
! 'Viistialians this summer, and so, not 
j suipjisinglv, lie’s with Fletcher’s side 
' in India 

i In ,1 wd>, i ru ket runs through the 
i T.ivare family Chus's latliei, a solici- 
I tor, played club cricket and was in the 
I Chatham lii use School side when the 
I former Prime Mincstei, Ted Heath was 
i scorer As for today’s star, he, after a 
I stmt at the indoor school at Seve- 
noaks—which has been the starting 
point of many Kent ciicketers—made 
I his County debut in 1974 before going 
I 10 Oxford where he won.a Blue in each 
of his three seasons, indeed, he 
emerged from the university with a 
degree in zoology and a tau leputation 
as a batsman 

In fact, in 1978, a lot of good judges 
of the game thought that he would be 
111 the England party for Australia Bui 
that did not happen nor did he get a 
break against India the following sum¬ 
mer, despite some success when turn¬ 
ing out for MCC versus the tourists 
Colin Page, manager of Kent, said of 
Tavare last year. “He is a thorough¬ 
bred and the time is light for him to 

run in /*nmnanv Tav ic alcn a 


first class slip fielder And England 
could do with some good slips 

’’He IS a thinker. If he has a fault he 
goes into ihe nets and woi ks on it" As 
an extension to this, Tavaie reinaiks 
"People used to tell me I stood too 
straight so 1 tried to crouch, hui ended 
up ove* doing it ” 

Btiiughi up in the t obii Cowchev 
school ot thought, Tavaie likes to build 
an innings raihei than g(< foi his shots 
tiorn the verv outsei But unlike his 
tlliisiiious predecessor lu* lacks vane 
ly in his .strokeplav, and often gets 


somewhat bogged down. Number 
three has been a problem position for 
England, and having been thrust into 
this slot, and got some runs in the 
hat gain, he is now deemed in English 
cTicket as having solved the dilemma. 
But despite his excellent tempera¬ 
ment, he haidiv jiossesses the talent to 
dominate' buwleis, as first drop bats¬ 
men must do So, whethei he will 
continue as fust wicket down in India 
IS a matter for con 3 t»cturc But he 
could be i|uite invalii.ihle at number 
live and m any case, his cate hing close 
lo ilie wuket makes him an assor. 


DEREK UNDERWOOD 


W ITH 279 wuket* m lests, more 
ih.m 2,1)00 in first il.vss '..luket 
and ihu'i* visits to India behind him, 
Uerek Leslie Uiidei wood, lb, is i learly 
the niosi espei leiici d lu'Wlei m the 
r.ngl.md fouling luiiiv And having 
been ignmed bv ihe seleitois tor the 
I p.ist veai .md a halt he lias a point to 
I pii've lo ihe powers that be in English 
(111 ki‘i. which makes him all the mote 
I d.ingiioiis, espei lallv smie at least a 
couple of the 'I(*sr pitches in India .ire 
likelv to help him <oiisideiablv 
['nderwood is not a ilassical lelt 
aim sintiner Indeed, in the early pan 
of his lareei he e.sed lo opetate at 
almost nitdiunt pate Rot “Deadlv” as 
he IS nuknamed hy Ins colleagiies has 
tome a lung wav tiom the days ot 
digging It in, wlien he would earn 
pui chase at the Test level only if ihere 
was a bit al moist me ot, the pitch 
W't’n the pass.igeof time he has leaint 
to v.iiv his pat C' and alsti the angle ot 
Ins dellvetv which has posed tjuite a 
few piobleiiis lo bafsineii One iec,alls 
the iiileiestiiig iiu.ideiit at the Fden 
Cat dens live yeais ago when the .slow, 
dusty riack was much tc.o pensive for 
the Indian spinneis, but llrideiwootl 
extracted nioie lile out ot a bt'iatise ot 
his extij pace, and, at least, in the 
latter stages had a decisive say in the 
m.'iich 

L’ndt I wood made his dehut tot Kent 
III and won his cap the following 
veai. which made him the second 
youngest plaver in this County lo le- 
ceive the lecognition Two seasons 
later, l>t was elected the best yuntig 
ciicketei in England, and m 1968 the 
Wisdt'ii Almanack chose him as one ol 
Its live best cricketers The last men¬ 
tioned honour resulting substantially 
out of an impressive showing again * 
Bill Lawry’s Australians ihai summer 
However, his best bowling figures in 
Tests IS the one at the expense of 
Pakistan at Lord's—8 for 51 
.Sandv-haired, dogged yet amiable, 
Underwood lost a few friends when 
signn.g up for Packer One remembers 
his SIX wickets at Old T'rafford against 
Greg Chappell's side in 1977. when he 
was virtually at the peak of his pro¬ 
wess But his services were to be lost to 
England until the tour of Australia 
winter before last, when he was reck 
oned to be over the hill He did little to 

s»ltt»r rbi« ifnnri>c«infi fhA fnllnwinn 



summer, and England lool<id Hskanie 
,11 iiiioiher Ic'ft arm s|iiiiiiei, without 
tinding .1 suitable lejil.ii emeiit 

Howevt'r, the wiiitei’s rest did a 
vvoi Id ol _good to the seasoned c;on- 
paignei lioin Kent I'or the first time 
in twelve years. Underwood was re 
duced to listening to “hall by ball’’-- 
Ironi the West Inclies -but if was lusi 
Ihe l.ivoft he needed The swelling b.ig 
of wickets in Couiilv games earned .) 
leccill in the twelve lor tlu* Old Titif 
lord lest, hut that is as i.ii .is he got 
I'Ot hc^ was not even in the test ivt--, loi 
the final encouiilei at The Oval On. v 
named in the iwilve. Uiideiwood did 
not expect lo be asked lo cat tv the 
j dunks and “I am looking loiward ti 
bowling in patIneiship with |ohi 
Eanburoy lot thi' litst tune .iiul it'* 
conitoiling to know that l'..ngl.'nd cap 
tain Mike Bieailev heheves in the 
ttieoiv that slow bowin', woik betlci 
in land ■m”, he wrote in his column loi 
one ot the Lnglish dailies But <les|ntc 
Ills omission It was ( V ich lU ih.ii lie wai 
verv much iindei coiisidet.'iioii foi 
India, which made the aiiiiouiiienieii 
in Septembei not in the least uiiex 
pelted 

“1 have hetMi br.inded a wet wicke 
wizard,’’ he sav. “Ever since I helpei 
England square the .Ashes at The Ova 
IP 1968, It has been suggested that 
can succeed only on ram afteciei 
pitches That’s why I’ve h.id such im 
meiist* pleasure taking eighty orli 
wu kets under the new rules that snpij 
late fullv covered wickets It’s been ai 
exciting challenge trying lo uutwi 
batsmen on much drier surfaces.” i 
challenge he is no doubt looking foi 
ward to in India Indeed, he is unlikel 
to cone ede many runs, and on turner: 
with Emburey at the othei end, cuul 

nrnvp mure “deadlv" 






'News s International 


SECOND INDO-PAK HOCKEY TEST 

INDIA PLAYED BEHER 

Former Pakistan captain, KHALID MAHMOOD re¬ 
ports on the second Indo-Pakistan Test played in 
Calcutta 


Pakistani team throughout the match 
India never allowed Pakistan to plaj 
at a rapid pace, rather established its 
control ovei the match by slowing 
down the pace. The Indian team verv 
adroitly used the short pass and the 
long cleaiance to prevent Pakistan 
trom playing in unison. 

1 am not at all satisfied with the 
performance of the Pakistan team Its 
drawbacks in stopping the ball and 
combating the rival forwards were 
badly exposed in this match The 
Pakistani forwards also could not plav 


ill’ll-.I! i»t liiili.i dt the hands of 

. i’dkistjii III Bomb.iv was, I lliink, a 
lili-ssnif III ihsguisi- tin India, foi u 
alioiiii-d iiidiit an <)]>piiituiii 1 ) to 
assess ilu. Pakistani team ihoioughlv 
and lot III .11) idea ol its pins and minus 
points in i oinparison vsilti 

the lust Test, the soiond in < ahuirn 
was sonievsh.it n.louiless The mauh 
was plasi'd at .1 slnvs paie lle.iiles, 1 
also did not see .iny 1 omened move 
lioni eillui side t>nl ol seven goals 
sidled 111 till, in.iti li, only one 'v.is a 
field goal istmh w.'s -.vored hv Inili.i 
The riiosi mipori.iiit iiuidi nt ot the 
niatih was the Inst goal sioied f'v 
Mohaiiiitiail Sliahid. which w.is essen- 
tiallv I lie lesul! ol hetiei iiiidei stand 
nig aimini. the pl.uers and utdi.satioii 
of oppoii'.iiniv 

hvtiv Indian phiver played fpiite 
Hill llii'etitiv >11 this matih And laili 
tally sjiea' oig, India dominated the 

AHil.t, Risoi'/ r'lMts ti''m the uoalhin' 
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I tbeir usual game. Si^ost of them had a 
tendency of showing individual talent 
, except Manzoor (Jr) who played 
' riielcssly to penetrate the Indian de¬ 
fence either singly or in combination 
with others Pakistan wasted many 
chances of scoring goals including two 
penalty strokes Further, Pakistan 
' i ould not exert any pressure, so to say, 
, on the Indian team. 

On the contrary, every member of 
the Indian squad played with great 
determination and courage India 
started playing with a determination 
to win and spared no pains throughout 
the match to translate this into prac¬ 
tice 1 shall mention about some Indian 
players for their brilliant perform¬ 
ances. In the first place, M R. Negi 
must be acclaimed tor frustiating two 
penalty strokes of an experienced 
player like Kaleemullah Besides sav¬ 
ing these two penalty stiokes, he also 
showed his promptness whenever he 
put any inkling of danger Centre-half 
Kavinderpal and the two backs Suriit 
and Rajinder consolidated India’s de- 
tcnce In the forward line, Fernandes 
lose to the pinnacle of his form in this 
match. 

The only field goal of the match— 
scored by India—was the product of an 
excellent undei standing amongst the 
Indian players Syed Ah, India’s left¬ 
winger, stopped the ball, leceiving 
I tiDin a free-hit, with absolute perfec¬ 
tion and pushed it to the goal The 
' Pakistani custodian Moinuddin stop¬ 
ped the ball, but Shahid, who was 
: '-landing adjacent, made no mistake in 
. scoring the goal This field goal was 
! the first of its kind scoied by India in 


TKfilAlr CalatttKii snr w«s tUa. 
wW $uning, uxMpuraiing ttgd ' 
frustrating. More tltaa 30,000 oon- 
gregkted on the Mohua Began 

r iad lo see whM vfas potemiaBy 
matdi of tbeir life tline'~>Inilii 
pla^og Fakisum. TraditjoaaJ 
of hockey the sub-ceatiMnt boasts 
of was mpossible to ba< 

cause of wapines BdfAdMT and 
Sannder Pal WaUa. fb«r geoeral 
concensus was that the matcawaia' 
‘'tussle between uatpires*. 

Former Pakistan's left-half RaCiq 
Lala, who played for his cotmtry la 
the 1952 Olympics at Helsinki ai^ 
is currently an executive member 
and selector of the Pakistan Hodt* 
ey Federation, wore .a look of dis¬ 
gust about the apnaBiiig supervi¬ 
sion. Asked about iMs reaction he 
said: "Both teams atayed very well 
bur umpires Be^oadi and Mr 
Waha spoilt the game. Ihe series 
was for the beaeTit of hockey for 
India and Pakistan.' Bat what luvc 
we really derived fibm such umpi^ - 
ing? They hnve destroyed the 

matdi.'* - ' ,; ' 

"The firsi, hs^ rathef slew 
paced but die was nut* 

It was good to 'S0e;zaiijBk But the 
wray the umpires geveftiptagJ^lwK 
ty strokes and-dddileiiyitw InnrhtMp 
ments which di# tO d certahrexMiit 
reduce the playi^ tipitU of, InMih 
sides. Of course,' it is bndeimtedly' 



igg the umpires when they Mcfir : 
intentionally. NoWk WhOie-to bteaM, 
for this? Obviously, the whistle*. 
nep. Whatever the plsyera of btglh' 
teams tried to display was lost the 
iBomeor die ua^>lres took over die 


'The victory at Bwnbay was mo 
-thing for .la to relax about as we 
know Aht India was equally young 
and fOrmidahle as mua. Haid the 
-ddiiiiniifiboen neutral, victory could 


Qasim Z)a sitps one balwaen the legs ol Ra^inder Singh Rdvinderpal watches 










awmey's worth. Of course, I wont 
deny the fact that supervision at 
Bwabay was all that encouraging. I 
jdnder^ hope that this thing does 
mit' oectir in the next two Tests at 
ladwre end Keradii. I will also say 
dud Qniro will be no adverse effect 
ht 'ditf atetches on our soil. 1 will at 
.the' same time not deny the fact 
tbac fioA Baghdadi and Mr Walia 
are efficient. luneireB. Keves^- 
lees, Baghdadi wilt wsyway not be 
.mmervisumoii^r oftbe metches in 
' 'radstan. ^ for me' publk dtert^ 
one.thlag: jg enre: they Uke good 
, poatey uM no fritter tdiich side 
fdtps well the public is there to 
’gtmud it. However. I coafrefulate 
Jma* for this vtctety,” conduded 
ttftffa Lala, . 

A CORRESPONDENT 


the iwo Test.s played in India 

India’s strategy of novel allowing 
Pakistan to play as a team was praise- 
woithy. From the experience of the 
First Test India detected the strong 
points of Pakistan In order to pi event 
any gap being created in their de 
fence, India did not allow the Pakista¬ 
ni skipper Akhtar Rasool to est.iblish 
any contact with his forwaids. The 
Indian centre-forwai d .Sodhi kept a 
cIo.se vigil over him and the Pakistani 
left-inside, Hanif Kh.in The two Indi¬ 
an defenders, Kajinder and .Somaiya, 
did not allow the Pakistani forwards to 
enjoy any liberty Another thing winch 
charmed me was that, just as .lining 
attack the Indian defenders moved 
upwards to help their iuiv/aids, simi¬ 
larly the foiwards came down to 
strengthen their defence in times of 
necessity 

The decisions of both the umpires 
weie sometimes controversial But as 
an ex-player, I shall never criticise 
them 1 think every player ought to 
abide by their decisions which are 
final There was no tension, so to say, 
in thi.s match. The main reason for this 
was thar no player was shown red or 
yellow card foi the so-called danger¬ 
ous play, except that yellow cards 
were sometimes shown to the players 
for then mesdemeanour 













All expectations belied 

I have never seen this kind of farce, says GURBUX SINGH 


W HILE watching the India- 
Pakistan Test match at the 
Mohun Bagan ground, memones of 
another one, seen about 20 years ago, 
surfaced in my mind It was the, last 
match of a Test series during our tour 
of New Zealand, and was played at 
Auckland. The umpires took it upon 
themselves to decide the fate of the 
match and we were beaten by a last- 
minute penalty stroke. 

I have witnessed many such inst¬ 
ances of prejudiced umpiring, espe¬ 
cially in Europe where it has been 
plaguing the game for a long time. But 
what happened during this much- 
awaited Test match between the two 
giants of world hockey was something 
unprecedented, at least so far as my 
experience is concerned 
I have played many international 
matches for India for eight long years 
at a stretch: four among them were 
against Pakistan. But never have I 
witnessed such poor and ridiculous 
umpiring. 

True, India drew level with Pakistan 
by winning this encounter, but it was 
only at the cost of the very purpose for 


which this senes was organised And 
the saddest aspect was that both the 
teams could have benefited from this 
series, especially in view of the forth¬ 
coming World Cup which is to be held 
at Bombay. 

Frankly speaking, the match was 
played only tor 35 minutes The rest 
was nothing but an ugly tug-of-war 
between each umpire who seemed 
dead set on favouring the team from 
his own country as if the match had to 
be won by hook or crook. 

Green and yellow cards were shown 
in total disregard of the rules which 
provide for such steps to be taken 
Naturally, on many occasions, the re¬ 
sult was heavy punishment for minor 
offence Even the players of the two 
teams seemed aware that they could 
get away .scot-free m the territories 
governed by their countries’ umpires. 

What will these players resort to 
when they play m the World Cup at 
Bombay where the matches svill be 
conducted by neutral umpires? I think 
this match has caused tremendous 
psychological damage to the players of 
both the teams. 


I did not see the first Test at Bom¬ 
bay, but learnt from newspapers that 
Surjit had complained against the 
umpiring of Baghdadi The Calcutta 
match was to be conducted by me, but 
It was nut possible as I was too busy 
doing organisational duties to conduct 
such an important match. Now 1 think 
u was a blessing in disguise for me. 
Had I taken up the responsibility of 
conducting the match, 1 would surely 
have got involved in the mud-slinging. 
Moreover, the complaints, pubished in 
the newspapers against umpiring dur¬ 
ing the Bombay match, dampened my 
enthusiasm and I thought it would be 
wise to avoid getting involved in any 
such controversy 

After the match was over, I was 
talking to Mahajan and Brigadier Atif 
All of us were of the opinion that 
neutral umpires should be given the 
responsibility of conducting such ten¬ 
sion-packed encounters In all likeli¬ 
hood, neutral umpires will be 
appointed for the remaining two Tests 
at Lahore and Karachi The Pakistani 
authorities have agreed on it, and Mr 
Mahajan is trying to bring umpires 


Hanri (10) aryuas with umpire Waha With him is Manzoorfsr). while coaOi Zakauddhi geaturm to hla playem ID leave the held 
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t 'Gar<leiiki' s<^- tKu many 
p'lMva witnessed the ma 


Bd^ 
c^tiW 

;• save tmtnesseo tne matov. Mkh 
^ that in the 'Cj^ 
[»dst uhcooperhtive and bla^y va> 


im'iinissibh,'' 

-is interesting to note that the 
^iS^bay Cricket Aasod^tkm lem 
^t. the Wankhede Stadtiun to the 
<Boiti3].ay Hockey Assdciarioii^for 
the first hockey Test'^hHt aix 
miys Ipaior to the first cricket Test 
r.isetvimen India and the UCC. Why 
•couldh^the CAS do the same, as ft 
•>s^. had more then a month to 
vjprhparO fot' the foarth Test? No 
i wonderdie. Bombay Hockey Alsw- 
;^ici 8 ii 9 n is more prosperous than ito 
;ij|)<iW«'Beagal counterpart!. It is- 
..learnt that the BHA had ptaaned 
i 'the match at the Gardens in such a 
way that the pitch being prepared 
for the fourth Test wotdd in no way 
be encroached on- B^t then, who. 

. cares for the derdopntenc of apart 
.in Calcutta? 

The police too failed tocoopmUte 
with newsmen who soudht the opin' 
ions of both captains Autar Rasoci 
and Surjit Singh after die. match. 

' The pohee personnel manniag tfae- 
gates that led on to the ground 
. merally ignored the Press, But the' 
helpless reporters saw a ray of hope' 
when a self-professed sportsdoving. 
State Minister appeared i on the. 
' scene. Surprisii^y, he too avoided' 
»them leaving a bad taste.invdMi 
mouth. ’ ..-I 

SUBHASH SARCAB 


SUBHASH SABi 
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Ourmail successfully converts a stroke past Chisli 

from Singapore and Malaysia. Of 
course, Hussain Bakshi is going to 
Pakistan as the official Indian umpire 
There is haidly any doubt that the 
Calcutta match was really full of inci¬ 
dents. The Pakistan team was, at one 
stage, about to leave the ground in 
protest against a decision of umpiie 
Satmder Pal Walia. I ran to the players 
to placate and persuade them to con¬ 
tinue to play In 1962, in a similar 
incident the Pakistani side left the 
ground during their tour of Kenya. The 
Pakistani side returned home leaving 
the tour unfinished At the Munich 
Olympics too, Pakistan got into trou¬ 
ble and had 13 of its players sus¬ 
pended. With the memories of these 
incidents flashing upon my mind, 1 
became a bit nervous. 

Five of the former Pakistani play¬ 
ers—Atif, Khalid, Jamauddin, Munir 
Dar and Anwar had played with me at 
one time or other. I pacified them 
after much persuasion Thank God, 
wisdom prevailed and nothing really 
untoward took place here 
But I believe that Satinder’s deci- 

Surjil Singh bear-hugs Shahid after the latter 
scored the first goal 


Sion of awarding a penalty stroke to 
India was really well-judged and jus¬ 
tifiable without a shred of doubt The 
ball hit the stick of a Pakistan player 
and then touched his leg 

After the match Syed Ali com¬ 
plained that Pakistan’s Akhtar Rosool 
took the stroke for their third goal 
from outside the striking circle. But he 
thought it futile to challenge the 
umpire In fact, there was no end to 
such complaints and counter- 
complaints 

Undoubtedly, India dominated the 
scene throughtout The two wing- 
forwards moved veiy fust But the best 
player on the Indian side was Rajinder 
Singh Only once did he make a mis 
take which cost his team the first goal 
Rajinder almost immobilised Hanif 
Khan, denying the Calcutta crowd the 
opportunity to witness how dangerous 
he (ould be 

Another Indian player who deserved 
special mention and praise was goal- 
keepei Negi Apart from blocking the 
two penalty strokes, he also saved two 
dangerous hits by the Pakistani play¬ 
ers Fernandes and Shahid also played 
well. Pakistan's Munjoor ir was ad¬ 
judged the 'man of the match' and 
undoubtedly, the decision was correct 

I could not figure out why Pakistan 
kept to the right flank throughout the 
first half, while Sanauilah was seen 
standing like a spectator on the left 

Now, the question haunting every 
mind IS how India will fare in the 
World Cup Theie is little doubt about 
India's stiength which it has increased 
considerably over the last few years. 
What It needs now is tightening the 
half line, and, if successful in doing it, 
India will emerge one of the most 
powerful teams in the world 

Moreovei, they will be enjoying the 
added advantage of playing on home 
ground It India can win the cup, 1 will 
be very happy If they fail, my next 
choice will be Pakistan If Shamiullah 
plays fur them, the team will be even 
more powerful But what we have to 
keep in mind is that Pakistan will not 
be the uiilv adversary of India, there 
will be others—Australia, Holland, 
and West Geimany 

Pics Debi Prasad Sinha 











































Cause lor 

Gbeer 

W HEN the balance sheet of the two 
hockey Tests between India and 
Pakistan at Bombay and Calcutta is 
prepared, much of the red markings 
will be on the column for umpiring 
standards. Much has been said and 
written on this aspect but in real 
hockey terms, India may have reason 
to begin their World Cup campaign on 
December 29 on a fairly confident 
note In Bombay, India were out¬ 
pointed 3-5 but it must be said that the 
4-3 verdict in India’s favour at Calcut¬ 
ta did not do full justice to India’s 
good performance. If the first half— 
the only time a fair battle took place 
before degeneraung into a farce—was 


ranks, Negi obviously was ‘on trial*. At 
Calcutta, he pulled off two penalty 
stroke saves although, just to put it in 
proper perspective, it must be remem¬ 
bered that on both those occasions, 
Kahmullah unimaginatively attacked 
Negi’s well-covered first angle on his 
natural right side. Nevertheless, a 
stroke is a stroke and one feels that 
whatever else may fail Negi, his confi¬ 
dence in himself will not A good sign 
in itself 

Surjit Singh’s brief second spell in 
the wilderness, beginning mid-1980 
and ending m the middle of this year, 
has not robbed him one bit of hts old 
game One suspects that the coveted 
mantle of captaincy has put an added 
zip in his movements and enthusiasm 
fur hardwork' In Rajinder Singh Surjit 
ha.s an excellent fellow full-back In¬ 
terestingly, Pakistan’s full-back line 
was manned by an identical blend of 
j’outh and experience—the “old reli¬ 
able” Manzur-ul-Hassan and the wet- 


attacking centre-half in the Ajitpal 

mould IS obviously over. Young Som- 
maya from Bombay has come of age as 
a fine nght-half and the way he kept 
the crack forward Hanif, in the maiiti 
on a tight leash was remarkable. 
Which Wings one to the slot which is 
probably giving coach Harmik Sin^ 
his biggest headache—the left-half. 
Experimenting with Gurmail has not 
really had the desired effect. One 
hopes that Harmik will make bold and 
try out the talented young Sujit 
Kumar, even if it means pitchforkin|i 
Sujit over the head of the more experi¬ 
enced other left-half in the team— 
Onkar 

In the Indian front line, Syed AU 
stuck out like a sore thumb and the 
man he replaced, the injured Zaffar 
Iqbal, was awfully mis.sed. Most of the 
Indian raids were carried out on the 
right with Merwyn Fernandes and 
Kaushik combining very well. Surin- 
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IMpIra SaUnder Pal Walm warns Hanit (10) while the rest of the Pakistan team argue 


indication of the stuff the present 
Indian outfit is capable of, then there 
IS cause for cheer among hockey lovers 
in this country This is especially so 
against India’s good show on the tour 
of the USSR and the Continent in 
August-September. 

After watching the Bombay Test on 
TV and the Calcutta Test at the Mohun 
Bagan ground, one is inclined to be¬ 
lieve that there is little to choose—all 
told—between the two greatest rivals 
ini the sub-continent. Still, there arc 
loose ends to be tied up, frayed edges 
that need to be ironed out and things 
like that. Let’s strip down the Indian 
team for a dekko 

Mir Ranjan Negi in the Indian goal 
acquitted himself well. The best asset 
of this youngster is his temperament 
A, recent graduate from the junior 


behind the-ears Qasim Zia. Zia is 
obviously rated very high in his coun¬ 
try and It IS left to be seen whether he 
will make the first XI in Pakistan’s 
Bombay World Cup matches 

From what one saw of the visitor.s’ 
display in Bombay and Calcutta, one 
region where they were clearly super¬ 
ior to India was the half-line. A pivot 
like skipper Akhtar Rasool, who has 
seen action in all Pakistan’s interna 
tional engagements since the first 
World Cup at Barcelona in 1971, made 
a lot of difference between the two 
teams, reminding one of Ajitpal Singh 
during his peak in the mid-Seventies 
Ravinderpal, the present incumbent, 
did extremely well at Calcutta and one 
considers this the most reassuring sign 
for Indian hockey The search for an 


der Singh Sodhi did not seem at his 
be.st as the spe.<rhcad at Calcutta but 
given (he linatariotis of stock available 
for that position, this former inside- 
forward will have to be persisted with. 
Ill any case, both the present schem¬ 
ers—Mohammed Shahid and Merwyn 
Fernande.s— are too good to be re¬ 
placed at the moment. Individually, 
these two players can comfortably be 
bracketed in the same class as their 
Pakistan opposite numbers Hanif and 
Manrur Jr I’m afraid the same cannot 
be said of the other three forwards. 
Also, what mainly gives the Pakistan 
attack the edge is the manner in which 
they cohere as a unit. And that’s 
saying quite a lot, isn’t it? 

ASHOK KAMATH, Calcutta 




Review 


Comments 

After the eleventh Asian Basketball Confederation 
Championship for men, SARAJIT DEB spoke to 


some of the coaches of 

MIAO (Secretary of the Chinese 
Basketball Association): I am not quite 
satisfied with the performance of the 
team in this championship. One of the 
reasons is that we failed to play as a 
co-ordinated unit in .some of the 
matches. Winning or losing does not 
make much of a difference to us but 
the main thing i.s we must strive to 
play bettei in each championship In 
this respect, we failed here at Calcut¬ 
ta. Some of the members of the team 
were nut fit and this sort worked 
against team-work. We might send a 
team to Columbia for the World Cup 
but in that championship we will have 
to play much better if we want to put 
up a fight If we lose a game after 
playing well, after the players have 
employed the tactics that have been 
taught to them, 1 think we should not 
have any reasons to complain We will 
know that we have lost to a bettei 
team But if we play badly and lose or 
even win, we will be sad Because then 
something must be done foi the team 
1 know we did not do too well in the 
championship but these things will 
have to be worked out when we go 
back to our country and see that 
everything goes oft well in the future 
championships We had an advantage 
in having two giant playeis in Ma 
Zhanzu (4) and Mu Tiezhe (I!)) and 
they are popular all over the conti¬ 
nent 1 think they were able to provide 
some entertainment to the basketball- 
loving people of this city 1 his is a very 
popular game in China Children take 
to It at the age of 10'11 The best ones 
from the pumary schools ate then sent 
to spare-tme acnools, where they are 
geaied tor basketball and entrusted in 
the hands of a coach I-et us see We 
hope we‘ will ' >■' ''1 i>p' to 

the con tin ’ 

PARK HAN 0 . the I.-’•can 

team): 1 am sal .i wiih tir >.■ I.ii’n 
ance of my team. It is true rl’ ■: v.e 
have improsed our rankings m the 
championship and foi that we think we 
aie luckv We played well and got the 
re.sults But sometimes, m spire of 
playing well, the team does not gci the 
lesulis At least that did not happen in 
this championship This is a younger 
side from the one which partuipaiod 
III the 1979 ihampionship and this 
lesult will definitely boost the morale 
of the players and will help us iii the 
future in fact, basketball is the third 
popular game in the country after 
ba.sebdil and soccei and thi.s lesult 
might help it to improve further 


the top teams 

SHINUIZU YOSHAIKI (Head coach 
of Japan): The team that came to 
participate in this championship did 
not have four main players of last 
year They were the most important 
players in the team, two of them being 
shooters They were, in fact, the main 
oinr-getters of the team. We did not 
ave sufficient time to find their re¬ 
placements In addition, one of the 
players was the tallest man in Japan, 
which helped us to get a lot of points. 
In my team, three players stooo out— 
Hu: ihiko (5), Yasutaka (6) and Nubuki 
(8). In the Korean team, two players 
were exceptional: Kim Dong Kwang 
(7) and Lee Chung Hee (8) In the 
championships, another team that has 
impressed me is China They have 
improved from the last championship 
and three players were really too good 
to be true He Juhua(5), Guo YongLin 
(7) and Mu Tiezhe (15). In our country, 
there are nearly 200 thousand basket¬ 
ball players, such is the popularity of 
the game in the country. Our players 
start playing at the age of 12 at junior 
high school level and then they pro¬ 
ceed to higher school, university and 
then plays for the company’s team 
Only one player from this squad, 
Vasuaki (15), is a student of the uni¬ 
versity but the others play for some 
commercial house or other. But in our 
country, no player is allowed to go out 
of his office just because he is a 
player. If one wants to continue play¬ 
ing, one will have to take to it after 
office hours So, one can gauge the 
popularity of the game in the country. 

FILONEMO PUMAREU (Coach of 
the Philippines team): I think we did 
fairly well in this championship. This 
is also the first time that we beat 
Malaysia and in that way this is a 
unioue championship for us. And I 
thing we have improved our perform- 
'fi' ;;'i this championship. The two 
t.; 'm^ which have leally impressed me 
are Koiod and China. The outstanding 
Koiean pldveis were Lin Jung Myune 
(t), Kint Dong Kwang (7) and Lee 
Chung Hee (8), and for China He 
Juhua (5), Juo Yong Lin (7) and Feng 
Wei 111) Aa far as my team was 
conceined, Francisco Lim (4), A. 
Esguerra (6), F Lauchengco (7), and 
.lo.sc Yaiigu (9) played well in the 
cliampionship I think India has im- 
pioved considerably in the past two 
yeais Maybe they had the added 
advantage of playing under known 
conditions They did put up a great 
fight against Japan. 


SUHGEH STRAILOV (COadi of Oie 
ImUaa taut): I rliink mjr team pJayed 
well in the championship. We bad a 
close match against the Japanese team 
in the group league and then fought 
hard in all the marches in the cham¬ 
pionship round. From the Indian 
ranks, I think three players—Om Pra- 
kash, Ajmer Singh and N. Amarnath-- 
played well throughout the tourna¬ 
ment. Hanuman Singh, though a very 
good player, did not live up to his 
potential. But I must add that I had 
very little practice time with this 
team, five weeks to be precise. This is 
a good side and given sufficient scope 
and training facilities, I think India 
can come up well in basketball But for 
that the players will have to work very 
hard. 

WEE CHEONG PHORO (Coach of 
Malaysia): 1 am definitely satisfied 
with the performance of my team in 
this championship. Though we were 
fourth in 1977 and seventh in the last 
championship, we have improved in 
this tournament We had two very 
close matches, against India, which we 
lost by 16 points and then against 
Philippines by four points Both these 
matches were for the championship 
and if we had a favourable result ii} 
any one of these matches, we could 
have been placed fourth In fact, we 
have decided on a new plan of action 
for the future After talking with the 
officials of China and Korea it is 
imperative that we start our coaching 
from an early age. We plan to spot 
youth and tram them for the next five 
years For this, we want to conduct a 
tournament for youth between Dece)jn- 
ber 20 and 30 From this tournament 
we intend selecting a set of players 
who will be kept on a yeai ly basis and 
they will play in a number of tourna¬ 
ments We’d like to produce a strong 
team and want to see that there is no 
dearth of talent when some of the 
senior players retire This programme 
is not only for the boys but also tor the 
girls. The boys should be above six 
feet, so that they will not fate the 
disadvantage of height. This program¬ 
me will be the first of its kind in our 
country. By playing in this cham¬ 
pionship, we have developed this idea 
and let us hope that we are able to 
build a strong team If that happens, 
this championship will always be a 
memorable one for us. 

At present, the boys start playing at 
the school level, at about the age of 10, 
for the under-12 school (national) level 
championship This is followed by 
under-lS, under-18 tournaments for 
both boys and girls, but the stress is on 
the boys They then undergo selection 
trials to represent the respective | 
States in the under-19 national cham- ; 
pionships. This is held simultaneously ' 
for boys and giils during the April ; 
holidays. And from this championship, | 
the team is selected to represent the | 
country in the Asian Youth Cham- | 
pionship. The national championships i 
are held late in the year and besides | 
all these championships, there is that | 
commercial championship, sponsored | 
by the commercial houses and also by i 


SO 
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IbuMb UKHMtrii4.'Ci»qai«r<> 
Acaocittlna' wowod 
obaliiiB wiifa a' dwlre 
to ^■Ic'avNty bom die cMcfaes of 
the, am*Mur bodr, the Nadoaal 
Fewscfoa. But the introduetloii of 
profonteaaX' league- came as a big 
NOW to the iMiagal taata, as a 
result of whldi dsp FUipinas who 
were once described the one¬ 
time secretaty Banecal of FIBA. late 
Mr William' . Jones B8 .*^uim 1 for 
pot^ the wbrld’s-best plavers^ lost 
theu position in Asis^ Four-time 
Winners of the Astaa chaffipjioMbip 
and thrice ftmnerS-up, the Fldlip- 
pines are now stru^haa to secure a 
place emong the urst toiir. 

"We hinre pUr. diffleuHiiat^’ said 
the eoadi' of the national 'team« 
Filcmemo Fumarau- "Eveiy year we 
have to bring in ffesb playera be¬ 
cause the bettejr pisyers are caUed 
by the 12 profesaioiial teams in 
Manila. The problem stBl remains. 
We are net in a portion to bring the 
best set of playeis for these cham¬ 
pionships, and that' is me main 
reason why we have declined. 3 
thbih if' the ptofeasioaal players 
were allowed to take part In fhe 
championship, we' would have 
swept the Asian tide. China would 
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have been easy mein. This, m a 
roi^ih estimate is about the lOtb 
team of our county.' After this 
champibndiip,' -t beueve at.least 
five players ad join the|iro(ettibn- 
ai league. It has become a wa^ dC 
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bars to wi» far datee 
being naturalised to 
country of their adoption- ' i 
Of fcovrse, dm payment ifh« %J 
European or an Americatt 
sioiial gets is much more dmn 
a FlUpiiio earns. SdU. a proAMkN^^ 
id j^ayer.finds hinssu at ehighiSN 
stahia dian that of an aemw i sj: ^ 
CiioM and Toyou are tbe'W^-^ 
riifais ill tlwi pmlsisliiiiiil tiBi|ielB|iffJ 
league. U-Tei^ Wtenglers, TaiM^ 
am and the Rami Tru OsMg^ arA'ja 
dm other pMular teems, Smm.-sC b 
them have hired dw MrviMi'Kia 
some Americen stars to straagdMg ig 
their teams. In fact, once our ma^n 
Khushi Ram was also given ■n«nK|j| 
to join them as a pro but hp nmwi’^ 
routed. ' 

The nature of pajfinsnta vary h'.'J 
lot.Thetopptaymrscuieanit^«Dt % 
20,000 (close to Rs 1,603)00) a yaafi '1 
and it comes down to S SOOfclwmla'i^ 
Rs 4,000) for the ones who Jai(,.S 
enter the elite society. There ink i 
approximately 15 players in fwli^ 
team and each side is aidad bir:'ni^ 
prirfessional coach. Their pamnenlR ^ 
are also quite high, most of dlMr'-^ 
getting in the vkinlty of $ 2*000 f->1 
month. Rut their span it not | 
long and so they go by the teUqR I 
make hay while tne sun sUnes. ■'! 

Ihe Philippmei deleuite at tba'4 
Calcutta ^an BasketbaU Congrtaf 
had taken up the issue of a pfimr-y 
being allowM to {day only. afWf'a 
three years of naturabsation. :f> 
have asked the Coafederadon llp'-)3 
request the FIBA to withdraw thh 1;’ 
regulation and if that is not posK* ^ 
ble to at least make b: less sdff. .. 
Once that is done, the KiiUtopiniw -'f J 
can hope to regain in top pnM hi tA 
Asia -vmh the help <d the migm^' d 
The American influx nedaily faS"''] 
the where of coaching has mated ^ 
diowmg its impact and Soon wb 
may hear more about die 0QCf<'''XJ 
famous Philippines. 

^RAJtT OEB and "X 

PRAKASH BHANDARI V 



the national bodies But from now on, 
we want to centralise the whole 
national programme 
Amongst the Asian countries, China, 
Korea and Japan are class by them¬ 
selves. But in the World Cup, China 
was placed very untavourably, that 
can help one to judge the standard of 
basketball in the world scene In my 
team Loh Ban Hon (6) is only 21 and is 
the most impioved player in the 
squad In the Korean team, there are 
three marvellous players in Kim Dong, 
Lee Chung and Lee Myun. They are 
great players and their speed has to be 
seen to be believed Their passing is 
accurate and are always quick and 
snappy Their spot jumping and shoot¬ 
ing are good. In the Japan team, 
Nubuki (8) impressed me a lot The 
China team is a unit, a complete team 


and IS the dream of any coach to make 
that kind of a team Their He Juhua 
(5) IS |ust a six-footer but the way he 
jumps, from a distance it looks like he 
IS a seven-footer 1 do nut want to name 
individual players in the team simply 
because it is a unit. 

MANNOP MANEC (Coach of the 
Thailand team): We played fairly well 
in the championship, especially Shai 
Yan (15), Jesde You (14), Walasai (4) 
and Pai Wit (13) Korea was the best 
team in view. They have a tremendous 
ability to score from any angle and 
their two players Kim (7) and Lee 
Chung (8) are exceptional players As 
far as my team was concerned, we had 
eight players who were in the national 
youth side last year, so you can verv 
well judge for your.self how inexperi¬ 


enced the team was Considering this I 
think we did fairly well in this cham¬ 
pionship. But we are yet to produce 
players of the calibre of Kim cif Korea. 
He IS dll-court playei and is a 
tremendous movei This helps the 
team so much He is a natural player, 
the like of which we do not have In 
fact, I think no other country has a 
player of that calibie 

HASAN ZUl.A r.HORI (Coarh of the 
Iran team): I think we played well in 
the championship We fought hard in 
all the matches and the manner in 
which we beat Pakistan in the group 
league was indeed creditable Then in 
the match against Thailand, which we 
ultimatelv lost, it went to c-xtra time If 
we had won that match, we could have 
been seventh 





















News: National 


NATIONAL GYMNASTIC CHAMPIONSHIPS 

A Show with 
casualties galore 


T he fact that the ‘milestone is miles 
awav* was underlined once again 
when the Indian gymnasts put up a 
lack-lustre show dunn^ the National 
Gymnastic championships, held at the 
NSNIS, Patiala. The dismounts were 
wavy and vibrating, the movements 
sans rhythm, with grace and harmony 
being tne chief casualties The resul¬ 
tant ‘acrobatic* exercises led to a num¬ 
ber of falls Despite the safety facili¬ 
ties available at the NTS, the gymnasts 
could be heard shrieking with pain 
after the uncontrolled falls. Even the 
helpers could noi be of much help on 
most of the occasions 

One of the gymnasts injured his 
collar bone and was taken to the local 
Rajendra Hospital He was declared 
out of danger only after 72 hours of 
intensive care. Things assumed alarm¬ 
ing proportions when the under-18 
gymnast, Mohinder Singh Chhabra, in 
an attempt to perform double some¬ 
rsaults on the Roman rings, landed 


dangerously on the cushion pits below 
and broke the axis vertebra of his 
spinal cord The third all-round best 
gymnast in his section in the last 
Nationals at Calcutta, Mohinder was 
removed to Rajendra Hospital where 
he succumbed to his injury the next 
day 

The disappointment further 
deepened as most of the gymnasts 
failed miserably to attune themselves 
to the Western classical music during 
the floor exercises. The mat was ‘alien¬ 
ated* off and on and the gymnasts, 
performing without proper kit, put up 
a desperate show Many of the aspir¬ 
ants were seen doing it without even 
sport shoes, and as a result suffered 
sprains and pulls 

The organisers complained that in¬ 
fighting among the bigwigs of the NIS 
stood in their way to making better 
arrangements for the championships 
Things were further bedevilled by the 
forswearing of duties by the referees 


and judges. They pleaded for -'fait' 
remuneration for the hard efforts the> 
were putting in to judge the gymnasts 
from morning to evening everyday As 
a result of their boycott the competi 
tion in the apparatus section could not 
be held. The organisers, on the othei 
hand, stated that the protestors were 
given much more than the amount 
they were informed of beforehand and 
that was permissible under the estab 
lished rules. The G.F I. executive en¬ 
dorsed the organisers’ statement. 

Achievement-wise the West Bengal 
gymnasts dominated the proceedings 
Barring the apparatus championships 
for men and under-20 girls, the Bengali 
gymnasts finished much ahead of then 
adversaries from the 15 other States 
and Union Territories While the 
Maharashtra under-20 girl gymnasts 
gave a superb perfoimance, to-check { 
Bengal’s progress towards the ambi- | 
tious target, gymnasts from Tripura ; 
and Railways dominated the scene in ' 
the men’s section The Tripura gym¬ 
nasts captured three titles in the men’s 
section of the team championships 
West Bengal accounted for two titles 
(boys' under-20 and girls' under-14), 
while Punjab (senior women), Mahaf- 
ashtra (girls’ undet-20) and Haiyana 
(girls' undei-l8) walked awav with one 
title each 

West Bengal, howevei, performed 
creditably to head the medal tally with 
two golds, four silvers (gills’ under-20, 
girls’ undet-18, boys’ uiider-18 and 
senior women) and one bronze medal 
(boys’ under-14) Punjab lollowed 
them in the running for the honours. 
The State gymnasts topped the senior 
women category and weie third in the 
boys’ under-20, giils’ under-20, girls’ 
under-18 and boys’ under-18 sections 
Haryana won three medals—one gold 
(girls’ under-iS) one silver (girls’ 
under-14) and one bronze (senior 
women). Maharashtra grabbed one 
gold (girls’ under-20) and one silver 
(boys* under-14), Chandigarh clinched 
two Slivers (boys’ under-20 and senior 
men); Services won one bronze (senior 
men) and Gujarat, with one t>ronze, 
(girls’ undef-14) finished last 

West Bengal also excelled in the 
individual best gymnasts’ cham¬ 
pionships Out of the total eight golds, 
they won four (Chaitali Khan in girls’ 
under-14, Pradip Saha in boys’ under- 
18, Anjan Dass in boys’ under-20 and 
An)u De in the senioi women’s sec¬ 
tion) Jyotsna Das won the only silver 
for her State Maharashtra won two 
gold two silver and two bronze medals; 
Tripura got one gold, three silver and 
two bronze medals, Haryana struck 
one gold, one silver and one bronze, 
Chandigarh captured one silver and 
one bronze and Punjab two bionze 
medals. 

Only Daxa Patel of Gujarat emerged 
as the second best apparatus cham¬ 
pion in the girls’ under-20 section. 

GURMEET MAAN, 

Patiala 


Afyan Dasa (ngM), another gold winner tor West Bengal 





An unimpressive shew 


T he third final athletic test, held 
recently at Ludhiana, m which five 
countries—Soviet Union, West Ger¬ 
many, Japan, South Korea and India— 
took part, proved a farce as there was 
hardly any contest for the honours For 
instance, in the long jump event the 
sizeable Sunday crowd had to watch 
! only two players competing with Rus- 
! Sid’s Kosiiouning Taniana emerging 
] the winner 

To some extent it was for this lack of 
keen competition that the Indian 
athletes notched up ten victories out 
I ot the 16 events of the test. The 
I foreign staits seemed like club level 
I pldyers, while on the Indian side Pre- 
mchandran in the men’s group and P 
T Usha in the women’s stole the show 
with brilliant performances Running 
with her rhythmic .stride and a natural 
flow, Usha appeared to he a born 
sprinter and struck a double In the 
tOOm she dashed to glory in 119 
.seconds, running clearly ahead of the 
other competitors In the 200m, she 
improved upon her Pune peiformance 
! by .1 seconds to win the event in 24.6 
! seconds Mishiba finished runneis-up 

i In the women’s long jump event, 
I both Tes Moto of Japan and Kostioun- 
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Shmy Abraham 


ing Taniana of USSR looked sul^ 
standatd. However, Taniana won with 
a S 5m jump. 

It was the shot put event which only 
provided a good show with interna¬ 
tional Bahadur Singh pulling it off 
with a scoie ot 17 27 ineties Sei ond to 
him was Vijay Bahadui, a towering 
figure, who reminds one of Panieen 
Kumar, but surely nut as impressing as 
him 

Another impressive performance 
was put up by Balwiiider Singh who 
stood third with a score of 16.82 
metres. Despite his shoi t height, he is 
showing great piumise and should be 
groomed as a futuie shot putter for the 
country He has a tlashy style and 
turning slowly On his fust step he 
throws the hall with medium trajec¬ 
tory in a swilt action having his feet 
grounded firmly 

India’s Satnam Singh looked certain 
winner in the 1500ni, light from the 
beginning and eventually won the 
event in 3 minutes and 57 4 seconds. 
Shiny Abraham and F.lena of USSR 
won the 80()m and I500m'iaies lespec* 
lively 

HARBANS SINGH VIRDl, 
Jullundur 
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INRECO presents the golden voice 
of super pop star 

USHA UTHUP 

in their sensational new hindl album 

Ihf'Hart* Rdnw Hart' Krishna' girl whose vibrant voice set your feet tapping in the 
70s, now brings you the swinging sound of the 80s -to the beat of 10 Hmdi pop songs 
guaranteed to make you dance the night away 

International singer Usha Uthup has enthralled audiences of all ages and musical tastes 
Ht*r ability to sing in dittorenl languages has captivated millions the world over She now 
sings tor you in her first Hindi album Usha is onr* ot those very few who has the electric 
nwgnc'tism combined with a rich powerful voice^that go to make a pcjp singer, a pop star 
Come, teel the vibration of the Lhha exp«'rit*nce In a 33 1/3 LP Stereo album 

Record 

INlyCLC^Qy Manufacturing Co. Ltd. 

. ." ■'■I' — ■ III —. Calcutta * Delhi * Bombay * Madras 

















^Obituary 


A Chapter comes to an end 


MUDAR PATHERYA 

HE base act of Lillee dicing in at 
Javed Miandad with his shoe at 
Perth and the death of Jack Fingleton 
at Sydney may be absorbed by some in 
two distinct perspectives. But 1 am 
disinclined to agree. Lillee adopted a 
posture so reminiscent of Randolph 
Turpin and the like while Miandad 
waved his bat about like a diligent 
policeman applying his truncheon to 
the head of an offender That hap¬ 
pened on November 16 Four days 
after cricket’s worst exhibition of 
sportsmanship, the 73-year old former 
openei for Australia and doyen of 
cricket writers suffered a heart attack 
and died another two days later Prob¬ 
ably he could take no more 

Had Fingleton been sitting in the 
Press Box in the company of his old 
‘cobbers’ watching the incident he 
would have immediately, I think, 
dashed oft a cable to his editor asking 
if he was actually paid to watch such 
nonsense He would have, 1 am sure, 
written a lengthy piece on the virtues 
lit the game, on Trumpet, Macarteney 
and the good old days and how once 
Hobbs allowed himself to be bowled a 
ball after he was out and never knew 
It Fingleton was a traditionalist to the 
marrow and according to Peebles, *a 
man of strong character’, complaining 
every now and then of the changes 
that cricket was being subjected to 
and that too by an entrepreneur On 
such occasions his columns were a 
delight to read, caustically worded but 
seldom deviating from the truths of 
the world He would have appealed to 
the highs of Australian cricket to bring 
out the belt and do the worst to 
Lillee’s bottom 

Fingleton was no less courageous a 
writer as he was a batsman In his 
playing days he took on the mighty 
Don himself when he thought Brad¬ 
man had left himself open somewhere 
Highly suicidal this, considering the 
amount of influence Bradman wielded 
over the selectors and the eleven 
under him 

Bradman himself noted in his book 
FaieweU to Cricket •‘Jack Fingleton, a 
contemporary player, cast very grave 
reflections on my tactics. It may be 
well to remind readeis that his last 

three Test innings against Jardine’s 
men yielded 1.0 and 0 whereupon he 
was dropped from the Australian 
team. In the same three innings I 
scored l77 runs at an average of 88 S. 
These figures hardly give Fingleton 
any authority to criticise my 
methods ” Much later he refeired to a 
fellow, “who apparently made a spe¬ 
cial study of my alleged weaknesses.” 


One needn’t guess as lo who it was' 

‘Fingo’ was born on April 28, 1908. 
He grpw up in an atmosphere, basical 
ly of cricket, and had achieved a good 
degree of proficiency while still young. 
He plaved his Sydney Club Cricket for 
Waverly, a team which at the same 
time included Hcibic Collins. Cregory. 
Kippax, Carter and Hunter Hendry, all 
of whom played tor Australia Macar¬ 
teney, of course, he played with much 
later when the gieat man used to come 
down to play with the Colts 

“I opened once with Macarteney and 
as we walked out he said, ‘Keep yuui 
eyes open for the first ball, son I’ll 
take strike’,” wrote Fingleton. 

“1 thought that there would be a 
quick, stolen single and 1 was doubly 
anxious to respond to the Great Man’s 
call But the first ball came huitling 
back like a meteorite and was clashing 
against the fence while the umpire, 
the bowlei and 1 were prone to the 
grass as if in an air-raid. I picked 
mvselt up and met Charlie in the 
middle 

“It's always a good idea,” he con¬ 
fided, ‘‘10 aim,the first ball right at the 
bowler’s head « 

Fingleton's chance to make the Au¬ 
stralian side came alter three Tests as 
twelfth man against Cameron's South 
Africans in 1931-32 Ponstord took ill 
and suddenly the door was open Fing- 
leton made 40, crossed only by Kip 
pax’s 42 in a mattli that produced lust 
234 runs and 10 zeroes' 

Jdik Fingleton survived to tell the 
tale In 193S-36 he was chosen to toui 
South Africa where he enjoved phe 
nomenai .success in Biadman’s abs¬ 
ence He began with 62 at Johannes¬ 
burg in the second Test out of his 
side’s 250 and in the second innings, 
when Australia was in hut puisuit of 
339 to win Fingleton scored 40 runs 
and assisted in a reliable way the 
sparkling genius of McCabe who gut 
189 Unfortunately, dark clouds 
gathered, the rival captain appealed 
successfully against the light and the 
match had to be abandoned. 

At Cape Town, in the following Test, 
Fingleton struck 112, following it with 
108 at Johannesburg At Durban he 
completed the trio with 118, all in 
succession and .\ustralia winning bv 
an innings on each occasion Fingleton 
retuined home with 478 runs to his 
name and an average of 79 66, the 
aggregate exceeded in the whole 
senes by none, save A D Nourse 
junior 

Fingleton got his chance once again, 
this rime against a strong English 
bowling side under Gubby Allen m 
1936-37 At Brisbane he monopolised 


the resistance and made exactly 100— 
his fourth hundred in succession and 8 
lecoid—out of an Australian score of 
234 McCabe was the only other bats¬ 
man to offer any kind of resistance 
and he scored only 51 The demon in 
the English bowbng was clearly evi¬ 
dent, they gunned Australia down for 
.1 mere 58 in the second innings and 
Bi adman didn’t even make a singlel 

The stylish Australian left-hander 
followed up with 73 at Sydney, topped 
only bv McCabe and the Don aher 
which he chalked up the fifth century 
of a brief caieer, at Melbourne. Eng¬ 
land lost the toss, Australia making 
20U tor 9 wickets declared The visitors 
weie tiapped on a ‘gluepot’ and could 
man,ige only a haid-wrought 76 But it 
later tiaiispiied that Allen had eried 
in his reasoning and declared much 
later than he should have The result 
was that the wicket improved and 
Au.stralia hit up 564 leaving England 
688 TO get to win Biadman indulged in 
a typicallv businesslike* 270 and Fing¬ 
leton put III a personal 1.36, the two 
incepting a sixth wicket paitner.ship of 
346 runs, a record fur any wicket in 
Austtalia at that time 

At The Oval in 1938 the same two 
were iniured and failed to bat for 
Australia England capitalised, hit up 
903 fur 7 wickets declared and won by 
an innings and 579 runs' 

It IS a debatable point whether we 
ought to remember Fingleton purely 
as a cricketer ot as a writer F'or he was 
u man after the manner of A E. 
Knight, ’Ilowc’s and I’eebles with an 
cxtraurdinarv capacity tor conveying 
exactly in print the strong sentiments 
that so often suffused him Aftei his 
playing days were ovei he became a 
political journalist living at Canberra 
and a personal fiiend of Sir Robert 
Menzies, occupational iivals in the 
moulding ot public opinion. 

He put at loss some wonderful 
books, all entertaining reading He 
wrote—Brighrfy Fades the Don, The 
Immortal Viiior Tiumper, Four Chuk- 
kas to A list I alia, Cricket Cri.sis, Blown 
and Company and more recently his 
aiitobiugiaphy Batting from Memory 
His Masters ot Critket has one particu¬ 
larly interesting essay on Trumper, 
repioduced in many anthologies An 
emotional piece of cricket literature. 
You can never tire of reading it Cer- 
tainlv FTngleton never rued oi writing 
about him 

lean well imagine Fingleton .seeking 
out Trumper, basking alone in the soft 
sunshine on the Elysian swatds up 
theie 

‘‘Excuse me, sir. they call me Fingle- 
ton I heaid about you from my pa¬ 
rents and the rest ot them A tragedy 
that you were before my time”. 

“You mean that they still remember 
me-'’" 

“Of course, there arc more books on 
you today than were in your own time, 
i myself wrote one consisting of 208 
pages ” 

And thus goes on cricket’s merry 
covcrsation into a mellow evening, of 
friends, days long gone and jolly 
togetherness 
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Sportspeople 


He ncogulHott 

I T was for his son that he took to the 
playground, not realising that he, 
> 1 ) 0 , could do wonders 
This IS exactly what has happened in 
ihc case of 47-year-old Raj Kishan of 
Haryana, a member of the Indian 
squad to the recently-concluded first 
Asian Veterans Athletics Meet at Sing¬ 
apore, and winner of a gold in the hi^ 
jump and a bronze in the 200 m sprint 

“1 had had mv go in 19S3-54 when I 
look part in the Punjab University 
athletics meet. Of course, I did not win 
any position. 1 left studies and settled 
clown in my village near Chandigarh 
But a couple of years back, I saw 
promise in my son, Ajay Kumar, then 
12. and with intention to give him a 
tew tips in High Jump, I myself en¬ 
tered the field In fact, it was the boy 
who persuaded the father to enter the 
qiialifieis’ race for the Hanover (West 
Cermany) World Veteran Athletics 
.Meet I did qualify, but failed to make 
the tup in 1979 fur financial leasons”, 
he said 

This year, fresh from his Hissar 
•-utLess in the first Haryana Veteran 
Athletics Championships, Raj Kishan 
went to Hyderabad for the first All- 
India Veteian Athletics Cham¬ 
pionships and easily qualified for the 
High Jump and 200 m sprint for the 
tirst Asian Veterans Athletics Meet 
held in October last 
“Rut no more international competi¬ 
tions for me I am a poor man and 
Ldtmot loot such a' heavy bill The 
Singapoie trip has cost me about Rs 
10,000 without any return in terms of 
recognition or honour”, the State col¬ 
league of 77-yeai old Culab Singh said. 

From soccer to baskottioll 

D uring the Asian Basketball 
Championship at Calcutta, it was a 
pltMsaiit surprise to see formei Olym¬ 
pian fuotballr-r (goalkeepei) S S 
Nuiavdii of Maharashtra serving bas¬ 
ketball as an official Narayan, who 
did duty for the Indian football team 
at the Melbourne and Rome Olympics, 
was an excellent hoopster too and 
lepiesented Bombay in the National 
Basketball championships from 1953 
to 1959 During the 1955 Nationals at 
Calcutta, Narayan evan emerged the 
lop scorer 

He played basketball to keep him¬ 
self fit Height was to his advantage 
and the team, Indian Gymkhana, for 
which he played, was Bombay’s top 
outfit Narayan was basically a shooter 
and with his training and skill as a 
goalkeeper, he found it easy to collect 
the rebounds 

Narayan, who is a member of the 
Maharashtra Basketball Association 
selection committee, now coaches 
youi^ players at Indian Gymkhana in 



Bombay. He feels that his experience 
as a footballer was never properly 
utilised That is why he switched over 
to hasketball The 47-year-old ex- 
Olympian, who rented from the game 
alter the 196.1 Nationals, thinks that 
the standard of soccer in Asia has 
improved but India has failed to keep 
pace with hei neighbours because her 
players could not adapt themselves to 
the rcquiiemenrs of modern football 

The mlssleaonr 

T he scholarly-looking, broad- 
shouldered coach of the Sri Lanka 
team, Glen Miller, was not a sad man 
even when his side lost all the matches 
in the 11th Asian Basketball Confed¬ 
eration championship held recently at 
the Netaji Indoor Stadium, Calcutta. A 
practical man, he said without any 
trace of emotion in his voice, “When 
we came to play in the tournament, we 
knew that we would be lucky if we 
were able to win even a single match. 
From that point of view, we have no 
reasons to complain ” 

This American still plays the game 
“because I find it very interesting* He 
has been in Sri Lanka for the last 
two-and-a half years and has recently 
taken up the assignment of training 
the Sri Lanka team as the national 
coach. “In fact, we had only 10 prac¬ 
tice sessions before coming to this 
championship,” he said. Before being 
sent to Sri Lanka, on a mission, by the 
churches, Glen Miller used to repre¬ 
sent a Christian organisation called 
Sports Ambassadors and has toured 20 
countries so far. 

After he was sent to Sri Lanka, he 
started conducting Bible classes for 
the weaker sections of the Christian 
society. “Besides, there were youth 
basketball camps, clinics for both play¬ 
ers and coaches. But, basically, it was 
travelling and preaching in the various 
churches of the country, who paid for 
my upkeep in Sri Lanka. Now, though I 
have been the national coach, still ido 
not accept any money from the Gov¬ 


ernment, because it is against tny 
principle”, said Miller in a confident 
voice. 

The game is not very popular in the 
country and that is wny not many 
people come forward to play the game 
till now. “I knew what we would face 
in the championship here. We knew 
the opponents would be strong and we 
were not going to pose any cnallenge 
because the standard of the other 
teams was much higher than that of us. 
But we came here to gain experience. 

If the players do not get opportunities 
to play in such tournaments, they will 
not get the inspiration to continue 
with the game in future. That wrill have 
a bad effect on the game in the coun¬ 
try and for that reason I insisted that 
they should come for this cham¬ 
pionship, no matter what the results 
be”, said Glen Miller. “In these tourna¬ 
ments they get a chance to see other 
plavers in action. It might inspire them 
and they can learn a few tricks of the 
trade.” 

“In this championship, Korea im- 

E ressed me, although I knew that if 
oth teams played to their full poten¬ 
tial, China was gomg to win But the - 
shooting and ball control of the Ko 
reans were absolutely superb. China 
had an added advantage in their size, 
but they also have good shooters and 
jumpers in their ranb. The^nilBy team 
game, which is essential, ^ey know 
their role, their capability, efficiency 
and play accordingly, which is very 
important ip basketball. As for the rest 
of the teams. I’m sorry to say that none 
impressed me ” 

Coming to the obvious ttmic—Amer¬ 
ican basketball—Glen Miller said: 
“The Asians will have no chance 
against the professional teams of 
America. They are simply too good. 
Even when a player is seven feet tail, 
he is so fit physically and otherwise 
that he can jump an additional three 
fit, unlike the Chinese and Japanese 
seven footers, who are far from fit. The 
Asian teams can compare themselves 
with some of the university teams of 
America, but still I think they will lose 
if they have any occasion to meet them 
in future The American players are 
even faster than the Koreans (the 
fastest amongst the Asians). The shoot¬ 
ing of the Koreans can be compared 
with those of any American reams, but 
they will hardly get any chance to ' 
shoot in an encounter against these | 
professionals ” 

Coming back to Sri Lanka, he said: ; 
“Cricket, football, rugby and vol¬ 
leyball are very popular in our coun- I 
try. But there is not enough opportun- ' 
ity for basketball and there is in fact a 
dearth of coaches ” The Minister of 
the churches is trying desperately to 
create enthusiasm. "There is lack of 
money, Sri Lanka being a very poor 
country. The people are short in sta¬ 
ture and there is no positive aspect as 
far as basketball is concerned,” he 
said. But he is hopeful and if more 
people come forward in the next 10-15 
years, the situation will improve con¬ 
siderably 
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'News round-up 


“Fraud” foursome 
win Dunlop Cup 



'WMlchoul Ih0 Frauds'—winrmrs of Ifm toet Dunlop Ci^ 


CALCXnTA: Yet another Dunlop Cup 
tournament ended at the traditional 
venue, the Tollyeunge Golf Club re¬ 
cently. The twelfth conmegation of 
rabbits and agers saw the same 
amount of fanfare, hilarity, keen com¬ 
petition and excitement as in the pre¬ 
vious years. In fact, this biggest 
amateur golf carnival generates so 
much interest that the entire golfing 
fraternity in the country and to a 
certain extent abroad eagerly look 
forward to this meet. 

From a small beginning this com¬ 
petition has now risen to great heights 
and has now come to be regarded as 
the biggest single course golf meet in 
the world—indeed an achievement of 
the sponsors and all those who played 
their parts diligently But this year 
there was an air of sadness about the 
competition as the Dunlop Cup com¬ 
mittee chairman Jimmy Bain, who 
played an active role in this success 
story, played his final rounds before 
leaving the country forever. 

As usual, the number of entries was 
high, totalling nearly 500 players, each 
playing 36 holes. The best three scores 
of a team in each round were taken 
into account, and the team with the 
lowest nett score wrested the attrac¬ 
tive cup But, before going into the 
best results, one very unique feature 
of the tournament must be mentioned 
About one lakh strokes in a span of 
eight days were played on a single 
course It was something unpre¬ 
cedented in the annals of the game. 

The scores tended to be high this 
year—and they have a charm of their 
own with all those leg-pulling and 
various facial expressions of the play¬ 
ers at the shamiana. But there werd 
good scores too. The “When-Time-Ran- 
Out”-talented Ranjit Nanda fired a 
nett 67 and snatched the best indi¬ 
vidual scratch prize, with nett 154; 
from his strong rival and Indian team¬ 
mate for the Asian Pacific golf at the 
Old Course of the RCGC, Brandon 
D’Souza, on second card. Mrs Mary 
Malhotra, with 170, bagged the best 
ladies’ individual prize “Watchout 
Frauds Are Back” ran home with the 
glittering Dunlop Cup with a nett 437. 
The winniim team comprised Anil 
Sahgal, H. Singh, V. Varma and Tapan 
Das Anil Sahgal won a ‘double’ after 
he had snatched the Tollygunge Club 
Handicap Cup for the best individual 
nett score from Mrs Kanakura on 
second card. But the best individual 
nett score for the Ray Nairn Cup went 
to Miss Kavita Padgaonkar who notch¬ 
ed up 137. If the “Fraud” quartet 
could win the title with the lowest 
score, the “T Off” too could annex the 
Wooden Spoon when the foursome 


went around the course driving with 
glory for a massive 590 The division 
awards were claimed by “The Apsoos” 
(nett 444-Div I), GDA Special (nett 
439-Div.n), “ABBA” (441-Div. Ill) and 
“Zigzaggers" (461-Div. IV) 

A CORRESPONDENT 

Umpires’ exams held 

PATNA. After a gap of three clear 
calendar years the Boaid of Control 
foi Ciicket in India leceiiily held the 
all India cnckel umpires' examination 
for the one-stai Kanji panel and the 
two-star all-liidia panel in diffeieiit 
centres For the Kanji panel, different 
affiliated state cricket bodies foi- 
warded the names of experienced 
state panel umpiro<> after a thorough 
scieening test The senior Kanp panel 
umpires with the experience of timpii 
ing in at least five Ranp trophy match 
es and three Boaid conducted matches 
became automatically eligible foi the 
all-India panel examination. 

Ten such senior state panel umpires 
fium Bihar became eligible for the 
Ranji trophy panel examination, held 
at the Eden Gaidens, Calcutta, which 
was the only recognised examination 
centre fot the East Zone 

The last examination tor the all- 
India and Ranji panels was held in 
1976 and at that time as manv as ten 
Bihar umpires appeared at the Ranji 
test It was really creditable toi Bihar 
that as many as six out of ten caiidi 


dates became suet essful in the written 
tesi and iiltimatelv tom oi them wert' 
linallv selected altei viv<i, piaclical 
and medu .il examinations. 

Betiii e the exuniinatioii of 1978 the 
Bihai Cl icket Association ai ranged toi 
comprehensive classes loi the ex¬ 
aminees uiidei the able guidance ol 
S K Bose, bottei known as Goia Bose, 
u senior all liuii.i panel iini|iire ‘riie 
three day studv of the complicated 
11 icket rules inimenselv helped the 
examinees at that time 

'1 lungs have c hanged a lot since then 
and, in 1980 the 'New Code’ ot the 
cricket I tiles h.ive been .iccepied by all 
the cm keting nations .Aftei the intio- 
diutioti ot this ‘New Code' almost nil 
the stale cm ket bodies .iriaiigi'd spt*. 

I lal seiiunais loi iheir umpiie. The 
Cl icket Assoi i.itionof Bengal iimp'ies 
weie iinnienselv benefited bv the 
liibilee seminal, held ai the Nelaji 
Indoor .Stadium eai liei this vein with 
senioi Indi.i iimpiies like Mr Swamp 
Kiishan.Mi S,itv,i|i Kao Mi I’R 
l’.ni|iibi. Ml .Stiainbhii Pan, Ml Sun 
tosh Gangiilv, Mi Sainai Kov and Mi 
Sunil Kanei |ee |i<n licipating as ex 
pel ts 

Ihebo.irdol Contiolioi Cricket of 
India also held a setiiiiiai leccntly at 
Bombay toi its iimpiies 

But the Bihai < ricket Assot i.ition, 
unfortunately, could not hold eithei 
intensive classes oi, at le.isl, a general 
seminal tor the intending c.indidates 
lot the Kan|i panel 

sAMIRStNoUI’IA 





CKIWUIZ by Eddie Dunstan 


Test slow-coach 
set a 20- year record 


The unenviable distinction of record¬ 
ing the slowest century in Test cricket 
belongs to a Pakistan player Mudassar 
Nazar, who as a 21 -year-old took nine 
hours 17 minutes over 100 in a match 
against England This time “beat" by 12 
minutes the previous record for slowest 
Test century, set 20 years earlier by a 
South African against Australia in Dur¬ 
ban. Mudassar Nazar's laborious 100 — 
he went on to 114—was < ompilcd in 
front of home crowd in Lahore, in the 
first Test ot the 1977-78 England- 
Pakistan scries, in December, 1977 Son 
of former Test opener Nazar Moham¬ 
mad, he was recording his maiden Test 
century (The match was drawn Pakis¬ 
tan 407 for 9 dec lared and 106 for ), 
England288} 

The Springbok, whose record was 
beaten by the Pakistani, occupied the 
crease tor nine hours )5 minutes of the 
13 hours h>s ade batted against Austra¬ 
lia, after reaching 100 in nine houts and 
five minutes, he tcxik his score to 105 
the last five runs taking another halt- 
hour 

Wisden recorded "Although as a feat 
of endurance and c oncentration it was 
remarkable, it is doubtful whether South 
Africa benefited by it" The match was 
the third ot a Test series won by Australia 
J-O, with two drawn And to quote again 
from Wisden "South Africa went close 
to re< ording their first victory in their 
own country against Australia, but, 
although undoubtedly the In^tter side in 
the matt h, they contributed to their own 
failure t,o win by surprising and unneces¬ 
sarily slow batting " 

Australia spent the entire first day 
scoring 155 lor six and next morning the 
last four wit kets fell m 2B balls for the 
addition of eight runs By the c lose ot the 
second day South Africa were only 13 
behind with eight wickets left 

But on the third day the Springboks 
showed no int lination to hurry and, 
although losing only thrcH? wickets, 
added only 1 b8 On the morning of the 
fourth day the last five wickets fell m 100 
minutes for 66, South Africa ending with 
)84—221 ahead Australia set out to 
play for 3 draw so the entire mate h 
brought no relief from slow scoring 

Ninety-two of the arrears were wgied 
out betore a wicket tell and Australia 
entered the last day with their sc ore 117 
lor one Rain and bad light endc^d the 


match 42 minutes early with Australia 
292 lor seven 

QUESTION m Who was the 
I South African 
■ whose 100 in 
* nine hours five 
minutes stood 
for 20 years as 
Test cricket’s 
slowest cen¬ 
tury *7 

It was in this seric's—1957-58- -that 
an Australian, added to the party only 
after another player had withdrawn, 
scorc»d more than 50 in live of his seven 
Test innings and was lour timc*s not out 
Although his top sc ore was 81 not out, 
he headed the Australian Test batting 
averages with 125 



Ham! m hia youngar days 

QUESTION Who was this 
^ batsman 
whose seven 
Test innings 
yielded 3 and 
65 not out, 63, 
32 and 52 not 
out, 83 not out 
and 77 not 
out’ 

rhe same batsman takes his place 
among Test t ric ket's slowest performers 


with 31 in 264 against England at Lord's 
in 1956 

J he list ot slowest scorers includes 
some well-known names—j T Murray, 
the England wicketkeeper, three in 100 
minutes against Australia, Pataudi, five 
in 102 minutes, for India against Eng¬ 
land, another England 'keepiv Gcxifrey 
Evans, 10 not out in 13 3 minutes against 
Australia, Hanif Mohammad, 20 in 195 
minutes tor Pakistan against England, 
Herbert Collins, 40 in 289 minutes for 
Australia against England, Frank Wor¬ 
rell, 197 not out in 682 minutes lor the 
West Indies against England and New 
/cMlandcvCjlenn Turner, 259 m 705 
minutes against the West Indies 

Among the first 14 listed tor slow Test 
batting Wisden names two players 
twice One is I Irfint Mohammad, for, in 
addition to his 20 in 195 minutes against 
England at I ord's in 1954, there was his 
historic J }7 in 999 minutes—the longest 
Test innings evc*r playc'd— against the 
West Indies at Cridgctcjwn, 1958 The 
other batsman twic c‘ named for slow 
batting IS an Englishman 


QUESTION, 


Who IS this 
batsman who 
qualifies with 
these perform¬ 
ances—eight 
in 120 minutes 
against South 
Africa, at 
Leeds in 1955, 
and 68 in 458 
minutes 
against Austra¬ 
lia at Brisbane 
in 1958? 


LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS 

1 Georgr Headley, whose overage for 9,921 
runs wa.s 69 86 

2 Fnnsfoid. H,819 runs at an average of 65 18 
and Wmidfull, 11,192 at 05 

.1 Hammond 56 1 (lOr 50,491 runsi, Compton 
51 85 (for 38.942 runs ) May (51 for 27,592 
runs) 

4 Merrhani (43 centuries from 221 innings) 

19 45 per cent. Morns (46 centuries from 
242 innings) 19 per cent, llassett (59 centur¬ 
ies from 322 innings) 18 82 pet cent Kippax 
(43 centuries from 254 innings) 16 92 per 
cent, Walcott (40 centuries from 238 in¬ 
nings) 16 8 per cent, Hammond (167 centur¬ 
ies from 1,005 innings) 16 61 percent, 
Badcock (26 centuries from 159 innings) 

16 35 per cent 





Jonos ^ 


125 



ACROSS 


1 Sporting insect (7) 

1 0111011381110 in the file'’ C"!) 
h Unholy cm kot eguipmont nuiki's .i 
short ijirkol soiieivisor (3) 

(' Uiin^lfl Uucigo' wns the firsl In h,iiu) 
thf giorit cioor ol tonni-, id) 

Orirtis on boriicl’’ 14) 
h Hindolkiif initiiilly i1 1 1i 
, ' t Mriybo f)amo or itnictoie (hi 
It t Tit mail-(Jlynipir UIO mottos swmi 
I miiKj goM modallist wont rni a pil¬ 
grimage to Moit.a al the boginniiK) 
11 'ai 

' 16 Off and on iii cricket7 (3) 

; 18 fennis swoelheart (4) 

] 19 Arlavi s otic kot stfiiliurri'’ (4) 

.-'1 Ui.iwin (3 in Ifie alley (3) 

','.2 Cnrketer nirknamecf Lulu iS) 

, .’3 f-ind an Irirfidii hot koy Olympian who 
I ( an lag vans (6 1 ) 

I DOWN 

i 1 The Wizard of the Dnbble i5) 

I 2 Spoiling honours go to our heads (I) 

I 3 II IS stranuj wtiy tncket personnol 
I al lould interferr; with tho hi irjqp matcfi 
( 6 ) 

I 4 Ldszio |ust tails to make it (3) 

, 5 Sporting equipment create a lot ol 
tontusion 17) 

8 Wrestler is paid Dearness Allownnrp 
al ttie start (4) 

10 Abdul o! Indian (.ickot (3) 

11 What ari' Bodi and Mall doing in Ihe 
alley’ (/) 

12 Loss with this iced cube (4) 

14 Crickelei who roams about barefoot 
in tho parks'’ (3) 

16 They ha[3pon on bicj sporting occa 
sions (bi 

1 7 Perhaps the mttst precious sounding 
Olympic swimmer returns (5) 

20 Initially controls U S mtet-collegiate 
basketball (111) 

21 Equfility on the golf-course (3) 


wiek) 



H mi t Cihosf 


QUESTIONS 

State whether the following statements 
are correct or not 

1 In shot put, Ihe athlete begins by 
facing Ihe back of the circle 

2 The 800 metres is an exact half-mile 

3 Medium-paced bowlers can be used 
on any type of pitch 

4 The MCC is the sole authority for 
cricket laws, their interpretation and 
alteration 

5 As far as crossing of the English 
Channel is concerned, Ihe shortest 
distance is from Dover to Calais 

; 6 Like Wes Hall, Andy Roberts also 
I took his tooth Test wicket in only his 
I 20th Test 

I 7 Alberto Juantorena was formerly a 
i basketball player 

8 Jumping in front of the opponent 
goalkeeper with a view to obstructing 
hib view IS forbidden in football 
; 9 Ray Lindwall has Test centuries to his 
I credit 

10 Pete led Brazil to victory in the 1970 

World Soccer Cup 

ANSWERS 

I dno piJOM 0261 aMt 

ui iizejfj pai opaqiv sopeQ pojjooui oi 

joajjOQ 6 
|oauoou| 8 

1 JD 9 JJO 0 I 

I gi6i sgt SBAA 31 109JJ00UI g 
I zgfM biJQ deo 03 jeAOQ si 31 333JJ03U| g 

33ajJOO t> 

I 3oajjoo c 

a|iui 

I e 3ieg ueg3 $soi A|3q6i|s si i| 339J'ioou| z 

I 338J-'oo i 


Question box 


N K Srikanth Bangalore 

Q What IS the Test record of G 
i Greenidqo'7 

A 34 Tests, 59 innings, 3 limes not out, 
2 435 runs 134 as the highest score in 5 
centuries, 17 fifties and 3 zeroes with the 
I average of 43 12 


i SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO 124 



Debasbisli Ray. Howrah 

Q. Which Indian has hit the fastest century 
in Tests'? 

A Dilip Sardesai has completed a century 
in 127 minutes in his knock ot 106, in the 
Delhi Test against New Zealand tn (he 
1964-65 .senes 

Ramakrishna Karmakar, 24 Parganas; Sub- 
haieet Day. Jorhat: R K Chatterjee. Ultar- 
para 

Q Givo the full record ot Vijay Merchant in 
Test cricket 

A Tests 10. innings 18. total runs 859, 
highest scoie 154 in 3 contunos 3 litties 
and 2 zeroes, aveiage 47 72 and catch¬ 
es 7 

N K Baiaj, Kanpur 

Q. Who. Gavaskar, I lazare or Vishwanath 
has scored most centuries and with best 
average, in India? 

A Gavaskar, and not Hazaie 01 Vish¬ 
wanath has scored most luns (6,218), 
most centuries (23) and possessed best 
average of 53 14 

Q Name the batsmen wfio liave hit 
centuries in troth innings for India 
A Sunil Gavaskar three times and Vipiy 
Hazare once 

Q Name the player who tins hit rii,3ximum 
centuries for India m first class cricket 
A Sunil Gavaskar wfio ti.is hit 59 centur¬ 
ies in Itrsl-class cricket for India 

K P Mohammad Alt, Udipi 

Q. In how many Tests did Ihi* tollowing 
bowlers lalft- 100 wickets’’ Andy Roberts, 
Ian Botham, l-rr’d Trueman, Imran Khan 
Kapil Dev, Jett ritomson Denis Lillee, 
Alan Davidson, Gialiam McKenzie. 
Richard Hadlee 

A. Roberts completed 100 wickets in 19 
Tests, Botham in 19 Tests Trueman in in 
25 Tests, Imran Khan m ?C fr-'sls David¬ 
son in 29 Tests, McKenzie in 23 Tests, 
Richard Hadlee in 25 Tests, Kajiil Dev in 
25 Tests, Thomson in 22 Tests and I illoe 
in 22 Tests 

Ra|oo, Raigangpur 

Q. Which player had a record lime to play 
again after being dropped'’ How many 
Tests was he not considered and wlien 
was he recalled? 

A. G Gunn of England liao ttie longest 
gap of 18 years between his Test appear 
ances He first appeared in 1911 1? vs 
Australia and then m 1929 '30 West 
Indies al Kingston 

Viiaykrishna Acharya, Kanpur 

Q What are the dates of bidh ol 1 nwinnce 
Howe, Clive Lloyd, Lancr- f'.ibtis and 
Collis King? 

A Howe was born on 8 f 1949, Lloyd on 
31 8 1944 Gitibs on 29 9 1934 and C L 
King on 11 6 1951 

S P Mandol Keonihar 

Q What IS tho Tesl balling lecortl of Clivo 
Lloyd? 

A As on 15 8 1981 I lovd has made 
5 556 runs in 137 mrnngs (with 9 times not 
null of 82 Tests a' an aver.'roo of 43 40 
with 14 centuries 27fittie'. anrl .1 zeroes 
0 Wtien wtiere and against wtiom did 
Motiindei Amarnaih make his debul in 
rust? 

A 5lh Test against Australia at Madras in 
1969-70 ... V . 



Oudly Thakur, J & K. 

Q. What IS the lowest score m an innings 
«n Test cricket’ 

A 26 by New Zealand against England at 
Auckland in 19b4-55 

Kanaka Rafa. Mahabub Nagar 

Q How many centuries were scored by P 
Uningar’ 

A 12 in 59 Tests 

Q. In which Tests did Bradman score 
ducks’ 

A (1) Sth Test vs West Indies at Sydney. 
1930-31 (2) 2nd Test vs England at 
Melbourne 1932-33, (3) 1st Test and (4) 
2nd Test vs England at Brisbane and 
Sydney respectively. 1936-37, (5) 4th 
Test vs England at Adelaide, 1946-47, (6) 
and (7) 1st and Sth Test vs England at 
Nottingham and The Oval respectively in 
1948 


H. Larf, U.P. 

0. Who was the firstbatsman who 
achieved the first tnple century in Test 
cncket’and where? 

A. Andy Sandham of England scored the 
first ever tnple century—325 in the fourth 
Test against West Indies at Kingston in 
1929-30 

N. Ganesh, Madras. 

Q. What are the specitications of a bad¬ 
minton court’ 

A. 20’ X 44' or 6 10 m x 13 4m 

Tufan Konar, Raipur. 

Q How many runs has Zaheer Abbas 
scored against England in England in 
1974’ 

A. 48 and 19. 1 and 1 and 240 and 15. 
making u total of 324 runs at an average 
of 54 00 runs per innings 


AtuI Aslhani, Ranehl. 

0. Who will be out when the striker hits 
the ball without leaving the crease but the 
non-stnker reaches the batsman's crease 
and the stumps at the non-striker’s end 
are uprooted’ 

A. Non-striker 

K. Sivakumar, Madras 

Q. Which batsman has scored the fastest 
double century in Test cricket’ In how 
many minutes did tie score this’ 

A. Don Bradman of Australia has scored 
the fastest double century (in 214 mi- | 
nutes) against England at Leeds in 1930 : 

Pankaj Nag. Gomoh. 

Q What IS Greg Chappell's highest score 
in Test cricket’ 

A 247 not out against New Zealand at 
Wellington in 1973-74 


Bridge 


Schaptro 


Bridge can be an infuriating game at times 
It has happened before and It will happen 
again, but recently one of our players in the 
European Common Market Championship 
lound a neat and almost fool-proof way of 
making a doubled contract Success’ Oti, 
yes. but the opponent at the other table had 
made exactly the same contract after trying 
i much inferior line of play which, as the 
:ards lay, happened to work There Is no 
lustice 

«J62 

o J 10 9 B 

4>Q 10 7 3 


« AS b4 
c? loa 7 
OAKQ432 
4k none 


♦ Q107 
<709653 
0 765 

♦ J4 


4kK93 
C7AK2 
O none 

4AK98652 

ame all South dealt, and the bidding at 
tables followed these lines- 


SOUTH 

WEST 

NORTH 

LAST 

!♦ 

double 

2 * 

2<7 

5 + 

double 

pass 

pass 

pass 





winning with O Q. was end-played-a 
diamond or a spade would yield a trick while 
a heart would concede a ruff and discard 
And. of course, if East had been able to cover 
O J, declarer would sbll have had time to try 
out the spades 

iMt tmek's quiz: you opened INT and your 
left-hand opponent loined in with a bid of 
two-diamonds This was explained as Astro 
(not Aspro, a similar convention, but de¬ 
signed to ‘relieve headaches’) and the bid 
showed a two-suited hand with at least nine 
cards in spades and another suit Your 
partner doubled this conventional bid of two- 
diamonds - how should you interpret the 
double’ Well, there are a number of conflict¬ 
ing theories. The double could show general 
values. It could show strength in spades, but 
the way that I prefer (in principle) to play the 
double of conventiondl bids is that I hold the 
suit that I have doubled If I have, perhaps, 
spades in the example above, I can pass and 
double later 

This wMk't quiz: with so many people play 
ing strong club’ systems, is it worth while 
devising a simple defence’ Or should a 
double of a conventional one club simply 
show clutis’ 


Chess 


You may not be charmed with either of West’s 
doubles and you will not be without sup- 
fxjifeis 

Against tive-clubs doubled West led a tup 
diamond and must have been depressed 
(but suiely not surprised') to find declarer 
ruffing the opening lead South’s problem 
was ^1 too stmple - she had to avoid losing 
three tricks in spades, tor there were no other 
possible losers 

One declarer saw the problem in a simple 
light She drew trumps ruffed her losing 
heart in dummy and (feeling sure that 4 A 
was wrong) led a spade to the nine West was 
forced to win with the Ace and there was 
South’s eleventh tnek It wouldn't have 
helped the defence it East had put up 10 
- South simply covers and 9 and ^ J ara 
between them worth a trick 
Why was the other South cross about this 
performance’ After elimmating hearts, she 
had led <> J from the table, discarding a 
spade when East did ncH c over Now West, on 


It IS still regrettably true that many chess¬ 
players find endgames boring This reflects 
not upon any deficiencies in the final phase 
of the game, but upon the inability or unwill- 
ingi less of such players to see its good points 
"People don't expect tactics to break out in 
ttie ending and so they don’t look for them ’’ 
Itiese are John Nunn's words in the 
introduction to hts latest book. Tactical Chess 
Endings, published by Allen & Unwin (hard¬ 
back. £8 95) He goes on to show that the 
endgame is in fact not only alive with tactics 
but cssentij'ly more tactical than strategic 
There specific variations can and often must 
be calculated many moves ahead, and the 
moment of decision will more than likely 
depend on a tactical set-piece it could be 
mate, stalemate, promotion, positionai draw, 
breakthrough, zugzwang, perpetual check, 
to all of which Nunn devotes separate chap¬ 
ters Alertness to the possibility of a tactical 
device may be rewarded at any lime, en¬ 
abling a player to alter the course of the mme 
at a stroke Take the following two incidents 
from the career of the Soviet master Vladimir 


Simagin, Borisenko - SImagin, Moscow, 
1955 White Nng on KR3, (Sueen on Q4, 
pawns on QB5, KKt3 and KKt5, Black Kins 
on KKtl, Queen on KBS, pawns on KB2 and 
KKt3 White to play Borisenko, hoping to 
win, played 1 K - Kt4 The shock finish was 
1 P-B4ch. 2 P X Pep. Q-B4ch, 3 
K - R4, Q * R4mate This lucky break made 
up for a disaster in an even simpler Queen - 
ending the year before Batuyev - Simagin, 
Riga, 1954 White King on QKt2, Queen on 
KKt7. Black King on KS, Queen on K5, pawn 
onK6 Black to play It should not be difficult 
to promote the oawn after 1 K - B7, 2 
Q-B6ch, Q-B6. 3 Q-Q4, K-B8. but 
Simagin decided to advance It at once - with 
this result 1 P-KT”, 2 Q-Ktlch, 
K-Q7. 3 Q-QBlch, K-Q6. 3 

Q - B3mate 

Composed endgame positions, known as 
studies, are also featured in this book Here 
IS an example D Joseph, Bntah Chess 
Magazine, 1922 White King on (^, pawns 
on QKtS and KR2, Black King on QR2, 
pawns on QR3 and QKt2 White to play and 
will The solution will be given next week 
C o m m MU oi i 4490. Solutian neM week 


p- ■iJiSil 
i «jilii I 

p o pjor 

While 

How did White win quickly’ 

Sekillee la (484 (Tel - BaloaMi, MhhMi, 1M) 
(Z 4 r I kZq/Sp 11/1PFI pF2/p1 NZpO t /Fa I FSp/i/ 
IMPF/M1RIK - WbKe la play.) fat sacrificed two 
pieces 30 R - B4. P « Ki. 31 R X RP, R X R. 32 
Q - Kt7ch, K-Kl. 33Q- WBch, K-02,34Qx Pch. 
K - 03.35 0 - K7ch, and Black resigned 
Fi etl eai Ha 1160. Soiutun next week 
6. Sladak IFirsi Pnze, Schacli-£cho, 1958) 
(k3ailrt/1p2P3/1Fpa/p1pM(tP9«82M - 8 uUt 
■ee; 7 Maek.) While in play and male in tour mows 
taMtoa to Ha 1156 (Kraaawr). (ZMMNZ/ 
4F1pi/8pPr/3ltok1p/7F/4ll2K/4ll3 - totoa to tow.) 1 
R- 01 ( 2 ug 2 wang) la) 1 K-K4. 2 0- 06, (b) 

1 KxP. 2Kt-a5.(c) 1 RxP. 2 0 - 06. Id) 
1 R-Rl, 2KIxKtp.(e)l 8 - 86,20 - 02, 

U) 1 8-06,210-05 



Parry^s Eclairs: 
The taste thatls caught on 



Yn, that's u/hat eueryone is saying Whereuer The cocoa-enriched soft centre that tastes 
you go, £hat s what you hear. All the time And it's more “chocolatey And the liberal lashings of 
no wonder Because they've discouered the rich miflc and sugar 
covering that just lingers in the mouth 


"Its the greatest 


The edair: 
Parrys 

make it 
better! 













incsh resigns the uittcrence 
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Sandeep Patil testifies: 


You can’t match lodex 
when it comes to 
relieving a pulled muscle. 



LINT AS IODEX-37-23IB 
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1 Letters toWeE^tor^l 


Surprise 

T he surprising omission 
of Chetan Chauhan has 
come as a shock to all crick¬ 
et lovers Although Srik- 
kanth has been playing well 
in the domestic cricket, he 
is too inexperienced to play 
in Test cricket. Then, one 
cannot understand the 
selection of Kirti Azad, who 
was a total flop in Australia 
and has not done well with 
the bat in the few matches 
he has played against Eng¬ 
land this season 

RAJIV SRIVASTAVA, 
New Delhi 
THE selection of the Indian 
cricket team has been done 
with an eye to the politics 
that bi Hecome an integral 
thing of sport.s Chauhan’s 
ability as a reliable batsman 
made him the safest bet for 
a difficult task If anyone 
was responsible for keeping 
the Indian flag flying in Au¬ 
stralia and New Zealand it 
was Chetan Chauhan. 


Though he has not been 
among the runs in the 
domestic season, but dismis¬ 
sing him has always been a 
tough task for the opposi¬ 
tion in the Test matches. 

If- the national selectors 
think that just because of 
poor domestic seasons, Kar- 
san Ghavri, Yashpal Sharma 
and Chetan Chauhan should 
be dropped, 1 think the 
same rule should also have 
been applied to Kapil Dev. 
Vishwanath, Kirti Azad and 
Shivlal Yadav, who have 
had very poor performance 
behind them But politics 
was the key and these play¬ 
ers found themselves in 
squad and the others didn’t 
M KRISHNA KUMAR. 

Secunderabad. 

ARUN LAL and Randhir . 
Singh should be given a 
chance in the Test series 
against England. Arun has 
matu’ ed himself into an en- 
terprising opener-cum- 
middle-order batsman, plus 
a very fine fielder and can 
surely play a big role in the 
current series. The Indian 


You can hold the 
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in your hands. 
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Retirement meant 
end of income) till 
I found out about 

Ucoi^” 



I am happily retired because 
my accumulations are gainfully 
employed Thanks to UCOPLAN— 
the free, financial advisory 
service UCOPLAN matched my 
savings capacity to my goals 
and assured me maximum earnings. 
Security plus a monthly income 

There's a UCOPLAN for your 
future too Drop by any 
U CO BANK branch today and 
ask for details UCOPLAN has 
a wide choice of lucrative ways 
to make your money work. 

Because you've spent your 
life working for it 

O United Commercial Bank 

the friendly bank round the corner 


IpKCMU i/oiuij m iie*■*•«!■■■■ 

pacer who can bowl effec¬ 
tively with Kapil and the 
choice should tall on Ran- 
dhir Singh. But what should 
be noted immediately is the 
shocking omission of Che- 
tan Chauhan and the inclu¬ 
sion of Vishwanath. If 
domestic cricket is the ywd- 
stick to the selectors, I diink 
the time has come when 
Vishwanath should be 
dropped. 

ASOKE KUMAR GHOSH, 
Calcutta. 


Strange 

T he recent statement of 
Sunil Gavaskar on the 
eve of the first Test seems to 
be strange. He is of the view 
that a physical fitness camp 
should have been conducted 
for the Test probables. In 
the past, we have performed 
well without such camps 
and Gavaskar should not 
take this as an excuse if he 
happens to lose the series. 

Now Rajinder Goel of 
Haryana has acquired the 
reputation of being the only 
bowler to claim 500 wickets 
in Ranji Trcmhy. The Bom¬ 
bay-based selectors failed to 
recognise the talent of the 
skilful left-arm spinner all 
these days. Goel deserved 
more than some of our so- 
called selectors. 

C. K. SUBRAMANIUM, and 
JAYANTHI SUBRAM A- 
NIUM, 
Ghaaabad. 

Commended 

T he promise made by the 
Union Minister of State 
for Shipping, Mr Buta 
Singh, to Angel Mary 
Joseph, the star Pentath- 
lete, of providing her 
monetary help deserves to 
be commended. The nation 
al champion was suffering 
from a slippped disc tor 
over a year Whether the 
veival promise would 
materialise is of course yet 
to be seen 

If India IS to make any 
head-way in the field of 
sports, we have to nurse our 
sportsmen and women care¬ 
fully An athlete is always 
prone to injury If he or she 
IS injured and does not get 
the nece.ssary treatment in 
proper time, the athlete’s 
career is most likely to be 
ruined. Yohannan and 
Suresh Babu, to name a few, 
are two glaring examples 
whose career ended abrupt¬ 
ly due to lack of medical 

IHsAuricirvne evuh. 


wave aaa^aM.a%,i%i9 lOf j 

sportsmen at various tram 
ing centres is a necessarv if i 
we really want to improve | 
our standard i 

The induction of Meicv ! 
Mathews, M D. Valsamnid ' 
and Sreekuman Amma m ! 
the Railway has been a 
great loss for Kerala Tin. | 
trio, along with the queen of . 
the Indian track, P T Usha . 
have obviously put Keiala ' 
as the number one State m , 
athletics With the goo-J i 
nursing of the Kerala Spoits ^ 
Council—the only spoils i 
council in India which is 
doing Its homework quite 
re-’ularly—the State will, i 
however, be able to product- 
many more top athletes 
Maybe Kerala's loss is Kail 
way.s’ gain But, that does 
not matter as long as it is toi 
jhe good of the nation 

P S MOW. 

Tiiw^/bum 

Congratulations 

T hough East Zone lust 
Duleep Trophy, still I ex¬ 
tend my heartiest congia- 
tulations to Dilip Doshi as a 
captain He has been able to 
guide excellently his team, 
which maintained a high 
spirit throughout the match 
In the past, we observed 
how lazy the East Zone fiel 
ders were in general giving 
away runs and dropping 
catches In the recent tie the 
fielding showed marked im 
provement, but now is the 
time to bottle up the 
fielding 

D K CHOUDHURY. 

Bombay 


III lucki 

I LL luck Doshi! Due to 
some of your incompetent 
fielders all your efforts have 
gone in vain Thus, we, the 
cricket lovers of East Zone, 
could not enjoy the taste of 
victory once again What an 
easily achievable victory 
has gone out of hand only 
due to some very nastv 
fielding! Still, I must cor 
gratulate Doshi’s captaincy 
along with his individual 
performances with bat and 
ball I also congratulate 
Arun Lai and Pranab Roy 
for their performances. I 
think, Arun Lai would get 
the ‘Test Cap’ in the current 
home series against Eng¬ 
land. A last word of praise 
for Asjit Jayprakash and 
Randhir Singh for their 
bowling. 

JAYAHTA NAftm SQV, 

\ .-iCBufuM. 











My most memorable moments 


ZAKAUDDIN 


OES tbe name of Zakauddin 
ieem fa^iUar? No, unless one 
knows the lusto/y of Pakistan hock¬ 
ey. He IwA tepnaented his country 
in three Olympics (1958, I960 and 
19^) and two Aaian Games (1962 
and 1966) plus a number of interna¬ 
tionals in and outside Pakistan. The 
crack Pakistani Jnside-nght was 
born in Octobw, 1936 at Jullundur 
and then mif^ated to Lahore in 
1947. Zakeudduiinhis early life was 
more interested in cricket, and 
even after ha moved to Lahore with 
Jus family, be continued to play the 
gentleman’s game. But then hockey 
was more popular in Lahore and 
this was the very reason why he 
opted for hock^. 

After passing his Matric examina¬ 
tion in 1952, Zakuddin joined the 
Islamic College there and started 
playing for the college team. This 
was, in fact, the turning point of his 
hockey career. He began with all 
the seriousness to become what he 
IS today. He won the inter-varsity 
hockey title thrice in a row. In 1955, 
while donmng Punjab University, 
be was pickM by the Attack Oil 
Company and played for three 
years. During this spell die com¬ 
pany won almost all the major 
tournaments in Pakistan. Then he 
was selected to represent Pakistan 
in 1958. This was the year from 
which his glorious career started 
and which continued beytmd 1966, 
when he was appointed vice¬ 
captain of the national team, 
though be captained Pakistan at 
that time in a few matches. He also 
became the coach of Pakistan team 
in 1969, in Rome Olympics in 1972 
and, lastly, for the forthcoming 
World Cup at Bombay. IncidetttaUy, 
he was the coach of rli« teem in the 
Indo-Pakistan ‘Test’ series in India. 


P RIOR »} the 1M2 Asian Games 
at Jakarta, we went to tour 
Kenya where we really played very 
well. After we reached Jakarta we 
began practising and, at the same 
time, seeing other paitic^tiag 
teams doing their workouts mdud- 
ing fornddabte India. We were vei^ 
confident in ourselves andimtihed 
aaida the oppoeltibn that eame from 
Ceylon (now ^ LankaVSiagapare 
andetbm. But! got faijared omore 


the semi-finals against Ceylon I 
felt terribly sad and was in agonv 
when my right thumb got crashed. I 
was taken to hospital accompanied 
by my skipper Atif and my relative, 
Pakistan’s right-back Munir Dai 
Munii Dar became very nervous 
and even turned pale Then only 1 
realised the extent of my injury. It 
made me feel dejected as the injury 
might stop me fiom playing the 
finals against India We had two 
days’ rest before the semis with 
Ceylon and blood continued to our 
from the rhumb, giving the notion 



to everybody that I would definite¬ 
ly miss the final. But 1 was deter¬ 
mined to play and I was fielded for 
the last four matches. We beat 
them hands down S-0. But I was 
happy to hear later that despite my 
injiiry I had played extremely well. 
ka those days we were so confident 


that I wrote a letter to my elder 
brother, who is the present director 
of News and Current Affairs, Pakis¬ 
tan TV, scribbling that we were 
going to beat India at least 2-0. It 
was a risk I had taken in saying this 
as it was never thought in those 
days that India could be beaten. 
But we did defeat India by the 
margin I had predicted That event¬ 
ful day we drank a lot of beer and 
celebrations galore I was so re¬ 
laxed and happy. 

Another moment 1 remember was 
before the hockey final in the 1964. 
Olympics against none other than 
India. We were very confident and 
also declared favourites by the 
Press there We began playing very 
well and missed a number of 
goals—a few penalty cornets too. 
(Pauses for a while). Then came the 
second session There was a place 
hit gainst us at the left side near 
me. Gurbux Singh, who was playing 
left-half, took the push. I looked 
back and saw left flankman Dhar- 
san standing unmarked. I shouted 
to my right-half Saeed Anwar to 
mark Dharsan but he was a little 
late. Dharsan speedily went down 
the flank and, near the 25-yard line, 
Munir Dar tried to intercept him 
but missed and was pcmalised for 
obstructing. A penalty comer was 
awarded and the great Indian right 
back Prithipal Singh took the mot 
hitting the shin of Munir Dar and 
the umpire pointed to the dreaded 
mot—penalty stroke. Mohinder 
Singh flicked the baU to the farth¬ 
est corner of the net. 

After conceding the goal we went 
all out, missing from all directions, 
and muffing a number of penalty 
comers We got yet another penaltj- 
corner , while my eyes went 
straight to the clock in the stadium. 
Only a few seconds were left. We 
missed the last chance. This was the 
greatest shock of my life Even now 
this debacle haunts me. 

1 went back home, rested a while 
and began serious practice for the 
next big meet. 1 think defeats and 
victories are all in the game. 
Rather, we should get the younger 
generation to worn harder than 
ever before. Young sportsmen 
should follow this seriously. 

As told to SUBHASH SARCAR 






Focus 


Infighting: 

The root of the faiiure 

The football team of the East Bengal Club has experienced a very 
bad year. SARAJIT DEB spoke to the people concerned to 
find the reason for this debacle 


T he success of a leading club, espe¬ 
cially if It IS a Calcutta-based one, 
depends a lot oi) the relations of the 
club authorities with the players and 
the players with the coach A team can 
expect success only when these rela¬ 
tions are cordial and the coach and 
officials have confidence in the play¬ 
ers who, on their part, share a team 
spirit. But that has not been the case 
with £a.st Bengal this year, which is 
one of the main reasons for its lack¬ 
lustre performance 
The club is, in fact, now in the midst 
of tremendous turmoil. The executive 
committee of the club consists of mem¬ 
bers who belong to various groups 
This certainly has not helped the cause 
of the club It IS learnt from reliable 
sources that the present general 
secretaiy, Nishith Ghosh and the assis¬ 
tant general secretary Arun Bhat- 
tacharya, are at loggerheads with each 
other Theie are various reasons fur 
this infighting but, perhaps, the three 
Iranian players of the side—Majid 
Baskar, Jamshid Nasirri and Mehmood 
Khabazi—are at the root of the present 
trouble 

I,et us travel back a few years and 
see how these players stai ted playing 
an important role in the affairs of the 
club. In the middle of the 1978 Calcut¬ 
ta Football League, Wari A C —a low- 
order First Division side—defeated 
Easi Bengal At that time, a senior 


official of the club had side “We shall 
drive everybody out next year. What 
do they think? And what is their 
contribution, after being given so 
many opportunities? We are not ^omg 
to tolerate the whims of individual 
players Next year (1979), weTl build a 
team with outstation players and won’t 
depend on the locals.” 

True to their word, the club author¬ 
ities brought quite a few outstation 
players in the 1979 season The team 
looked very strong, at least on paper. 
The club supporters felt that there was 
no team—not just in Calcutta, but in 
the country—to match East Bengal. 
Trophies would come merely for the 
asking. But that did not happen Not a 
single trophy was won, even after the 
club had participated in five tourna¬ 
ments that season 

That year, at the centre of the row 
were three Punjabis of the team, Man- 
jit Singh, Gurdev Singh and Harjinder 
Singh It is gathered that the present 
assistant secretary, Arun Bhat- 
tacharya, was instrumental in bringing 
them to Calcutta “Yes, brought them, 
but I must explain how it all hap¬ 
pened”, said Arun Bhattacharya. “I 
had not taken the initiative to bring 
them The then football secretary, 
Paresh Saha, was interested in them. 
Two gentlemen, B N Ghosh and Ashim 
Bhattacharya, both members of the 


jabis and they had talked with Paresh ' 
Saha. 

“The club decided to recruit these 
players for the season, but the secret 
ary felt that there might be a com¬ 
munication gap and for the reason ' 
asked me to ^ and negotiate the deal , 
with them. That’s all,” Arun Bhai- ■ 
tacharya said. In the middle of the 
season, these players allegedly had 
some trouble with Devraj, a playet 
from Bangalore, and ultimately the 
south Indian player left the citv 
Moreover, the then coach, Arooii ' 
Ghosh, also left the club halfwa> 
through the season Some local stan 
were also allegedly involved in the 
club wranglings 

“The task of recruiting playeis and 
building up the team for the 1980 
season fell on two senior members of 
the club, Jyotirmoy Sengupta and 
Ajay Srimani”, said Aiun Bhat ' 
tacharya. “But, at the same time, they 
were told by the general secretary, 
Nishith Ghosh, that players like Sura 
jit Sengupta and Chinmoy Chatterjee, , 
who had behaved badly with the club, 
should not be kept in the team He 
agreed to keep Bhaskar Ganguh and 
Shabbir Ah and certain advance 
arrangements were made with them 
But ultimately, they also left and 
joined Mohammedan Spurting Before . 
the actual transfers, we realised that 
we were left with a very poor side, and 


Easi Bengal At that time, a senior | club, had some relations with the Pun- i we were left with a very poor side, and 
Ttie Iranians arrive in Calcutta, accompanied by the general secretary (extreme right) and the assistant secretary (second from ri^it) and then tater withdrawing in 
tavour of the old club (picture on the right) with the assislant secretary (partly visible) watching anxious^ 









It became a joke on the Maidan that 
we were not in a position to field even 
eleven players. So, we tried and man¬ 
aged to get the services of Majid, 
Jamshid and Khabazi. The team play¬ 
ed well and a high level of morale was 
maintained throughout the season 
This was one of the main reasons why 
we were successful. We shared the 
Federation Cup with Mohun Bagan 
and the Rovers Cup with Mohamme¬ 
dan Sporting and were the only side 
not to lose to an Indian team ” 

T he present football secretary of 
the club, Prasanta Ghosh, had this 
to say about the recruitment of the 
three Iranians. “Last year 1 had gone 
with the Bengal team for the Junior 
Nationals at Orissa and when 1 came 
hack, I learnt that these three Iranians 
had been contacted through a person 
known to me I heard that they were 
asking for a fabulous amount and most 
of It had to be paid there and then But 
I had no locus standi and so contacted 
the general secretary and told him 
that 1 knew the person who was nego¬ 
tiating the deal and asked him as to 
whether I should talk to that person 
When 1 was given permission, I talked 
with him and somehow managed to 
bring down the figure that they were 
asking for as advance payment After 
everything was finalised with the con¬ 
tact man, we suddenly realised that 
the three Iranians were not coming 
From Delhi. 1 thought that because I 
was conducting the negotiations, some 
people were trying to create difficul¬ 
ties So I stood aside and ultimately 
Arunda (the assistant secretaiy) went 
jnd bi ought them ” 

Right from the beginning, the Ira¬ 
nians weie treated as “very special 
people “ A flat was provided for them 
in a posh area of the city, at the club’s 
-“xpense “There was nothing special 
:ibout It They told us that since they 
were studying, they wanted a separate 
Flat, that’s all”, Nishith Ghosh offered, 
Dv way of explanation. But a member 
jf the club, who is very closely associ- 
ited with the internal affairs of the 
ootbail section, told me “The Ira¬ 
nians joined the club at a very crucial 
juncture. Before they came, we were a 
k'ery poor side, with hardly any good 
players If at that time they had asked 
'or the moon, the general secretary 
would have had to say that he would 
^et It for them. He had no other 
alternative but to bow down to their 
wishes—the situation was that bad ’’ 
The Iranians were definitely pam¬ 
pered all through the season Re¬ 
portedly, they even had a major tiff 
with the then coach. P.K. Banerjee, 
nut somehow the whole thing was 
bushed up The preferential treatment 
iiven to them—tn comparision with 
Pther outstation players—was not 
noticed because there were no 'stars’ 
amongst them, except Md. Habib. And 
Habib IS too much of a professional to 
waste bis energy on such trifle. 

After the 1980 season ended. East 
Bengal officials wanted to build a 
itroog side. “1 have been accused of 
aaiiogaama Jundeahand dealings with 




Prasanta Ghosh ‘Im partly responsible' 


the outstation players I would like to 
clear everyttiing”, said Aiun Bhat- 
tachaiya “Actually, the recruitment 
had started last year itself. Dining the 
Datjeeling Gold Cup, Prasanta Ghosh 
had met Narendta Gurung and had 
talked with him Later, he was even 
paid an advance But ultimately, 
things didn't work out and he has not 
returned the money so far ’’ 

“Anywav, after the club elections, 
the general secretary told me lo build 
the team, along with the football 
.secretary, Prasanta Ghosh We made 
three lists, but the general secretary 
told us and also made a Pre.ss state- i 
ment that we should not bring any 
player from Mohun Bagan Neither 
were we allowed to call back the 
playeis who had left us The only 
exception could be Bhaskar and Shab- 
bir, but the condition was that they j 


“We had not thought of taking D. 
Shekharan, because we already had 
Munoianian and Samar Bhattacharya 
as out stopper backs. Samar had gone 
to the football secrerary and had asked 
lot a certain amount of money for his 
services this vear We, (the football 
secretary and myself) went to the 
secretary and told him the figure 
Samar was demanding He agreed to 
pay that amount Then, we—Prasanta, 
Samar and myself—met at Prasanta’s 
office, but there Samar asked for more 
than what he had previously quoted. 1 
did not like his attitude, because he 
.seemed adamaiit Anyway, the matter 
ended there becau.se Samar joined the 
Salt Lake Asian Games pieparatiun 
camp 

“Incidentally, I never visited the 
Salt Lake camp Sumai left the camp, 
with the other players and we put him 
up in a hotel in south Calcutta, alorig 
with the other playeis who weie will¬ 
ing to |oin (he club this year. He 
wanted to go home, giving various 
excuses I did not like the idea, .so 1 
suggested that he could go home, but^ 
he must he accompanied by someone' 
from the club Hut the pei sons deputed 
to keep a ilo.se vigtl on him failed in 
their duty as was evident when he left 
the hotel, leaving behind a letter. 
After that, I lelt for Delhi, and there 1 
heaid allegation that he had behaved 
badlv with the club officials when thev 
had gone to visit him at his residence. 
Foi that lensoii, they decided that they 
would not keep him toi ilie current 
season “But the lootball secretary, 
Piasania Ghosh had a ditfercnt story 
to tell' “He was kept in the hotel and 
when he lett without permission, 
Arunda became adamant and decided 
that he should not be kept ’’ 

RUN BHATTACHARYA con¬ 
tinued “Altei It was decided that 
Samar was not being kept, I had sug¬ 
gested Sudip Chdtieriee, as Ins re¬ 
placement But the club was nut in¬ 
terested in the Railway player because 
they thought that he could not recover 
from the injury he had iniuiied last 
season So, Shekharan was thought of 
us a last-minute replaiement for 
Samai Siidhamoy Dasgupia, a senior 
membet of the i lub, and a member of 



would have to openly apologise for ! the executive committee, was per- 
past ‘misdeeds’ if they wanted to come ! suaded to go to Bangalore 'I hen , with 
back That was because they had i the help of Amiad and Ahmad Khan, 
accepted an advance and then left the j he managed to linalise the deal with 
club. Shekharan. He was made to sign a 

“So, we were terribly handicapped ! wiiiten contract and was assured that 
and It was but natural that we were | he would be paid his advance amount 
inclined towards outstation players ! when he came to Calcutta " 

Let us take the outstation players one “But, he was not given the money 
by one anJ see how they were re- when he came to Calcutta. He waited 
cruited First, the case of Joseph for seven days and when 1 realised 
Machado He had taken an advance that the club was not in a position to 
from the club in February/March 1980 give him the money, I told him about 
for the 1980 season But his inter-State the financial position of the club At 
transfer was not granted, so he could that time, no one came with me But I 
not assist the side last year But some- assured him that the amount would be 
how, the club had failed to get back given to him when the team went to 
the money which we had paid as play the Stafford Cup ai Bangalore, his 
advance For that reason, the club liometown And it was there, when the 
secretary wanted Machado to be in the team did go to play, that the advance 
team this year so that we could get wa.s finally given 
back the money in kind—that is, “Fareed had caught the eye of some 
through his service to the club. of our people last vear and aKain in the 



Cuttack Nationals and at the Salt Lake 
camp His deal was finalised at my 
residence, in front of the football 
secretary It was Prasanta who brought 
the players to my residence and the 
signatory on behalf of the club was 
Prasanta As with Fareed, C D. Francis 
was also finally contacted at the Salt 
Lake camp But he said that he wanted 
to get the permission of his elder 
brother He phoned thrice from my 
residence and again the deal was final¬ 
ised in front of the football secretary.” 
Prasanta Ghosh also had the same 
story to narrate as far as the recruit¬ 
ment of these players was concerned 

“Coming to the Iranians", Arun 
Bhattacharya, said, “Mohammedan 
Sporting had offered them a fantastic 
amount of money for their services. 
Perhaps, they had even approached 
the Vice-Chancellor, of the Aligarh 
Univeisity—where they are stu¬ 
dents—to influence the Iranians and 
help Mohammedan Sporting get their 
services. We—wanted to retain them 
for the year Two of our club people 
went to Aligarh and took Majid and 
Jamshid out of the University, telling 
them that the club officials would be 
back on February 28 to finalise the 
deal 

“In the meantime, Khaba/i dilly¬ 
dallied with the Mohammedan Sport¬ 
ing officials, who kept visiting the 
Aligarh Univeisity Ultimately, he also 
left the place and loined his country¬ 


men, in their place of hiding. I was 
sent to negotiate that deal in the first 
week of March. But when 1 saw that 
the Iranians were asking for a fabulous 
sum of money, I did not take the risk 
and wrote a letter to the secretary. 
Purposely, 1 wrote it m Bengali, so that 
even if it landed in the wrong place, 
non-Bengalis would not be able to 
understand the contents of the letter. 
In that letter, I mentioned the amount 
they were demanding and also said 
that I did not think the amount was at 
all reasonable But I told him that if he 
thought that the amount was justified, 
I could go ahead and settle the deal 1 
had even requested him not to take 
such a big decision alone, but to con¬ 
sult some of the executive committee 
members That was just a friendly 
advice, to safeguard his interest 

“I was informed at Delhi, over the 
telephone, that the secretary himself 
would be coming to finalise the deal. 
Two days later he, along with Narayan 
Poddar (an executive committee mem¬ 
ber) came and finalised the deal. The 
deal was settled by the general secret¬ 
ary, and I had no hand in it ” 

However, the general secretary had 
a different story to tell “The whole 
thing was a hoax. I don’t think that 
Mohammedan Sporting was even in¬ 
terested in the Iranians It was just 
used as a means to hike up their price. 
I do not know anything about the deal, 
nor did I participate in the dealings ” 
But when told that we have evidence 


' ^ him bringing the Iranians from 
Delhi (a picture at the airport), he 
said: “It was just an accident. I just 
happened to be on the same plane ” 
Here, a third version would be in¬ 
teresting. “I had a bitter experience 
over the recruitment of the Iranians 
last year But 1 also felt that they were 
absolutely necessary for my team. I 
thought that since they had been re¬ 
luctant to come last year, they might 
again create some hassles if I butted 
in, and for that reason, though I final¬ 
ised the deal with the rest of the 
players, 1 never interfered when the 
dealings were being conducted with 
the Iranians As far as my knowledge 
goes, the general secretary, along with 
the assistant secretary, finalised the 
deal I may be wrong, but I can assure 
you, I had : o part in it,” said Prasanta 
Ghosh, the football secretary ” 

After the team was made at the end 
of the transfer ’season’, it looked a 
strong outfit, at least on paper. It went 
to participate in the Stafford Cup at 
Bangalore There, East Bengal became 
the joint-winners with Mohammedan 
Sporting It was all the more credit 
able because the team went practical¬ 
ly without any practice But, the prob 
1cm of getting a suitable coach started 
cropping up at Bangalore 
“At the beginning of the season, 1 
had suggested a coaching scheme,” 
said Arun Bhattacharya. “I had sug¬ 
gested that the whole coaching scheme 
should be divided into two parts 
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i physical training and technical perfec- 
' lion. For the first, I suggested the 
I name of Kali Singh, an atMete, who 
was the physical trainer during the 
heydays of the club. And for the 
I second aspect, I had suggested that 
' some senior players like Manoranjan, 
Sudhir Karmakar and Khabazi be put 
in charge of the whole team. Inis 
would have meant involvement of the 
players themselves. But suddenly, I 
learnt that Prabir Mazumder had been 
appointed coach. After everything was 
iinalised with him, I was told to pre¬ 
pare the letter of appointment, which 
was on a temporary (monthly; basis. 

“One of the reasons why we were 
successful at Bangalore was because 
an experienced manager, Sudhamoy 
Dasgupta, had accompanied the team 
He had selected a first eleven and chat 
set of players was fielded every day. 
Only when a player failed, he was 
substituted But after the tournament, 
the manager became the target of 
.iitdck of a section of the committee 
The leason, apparently, was that he 
had paid Shekharan the full amount of 
advance which had been promised to 
him at Calcutta But I think he did the 
light thing, otherwise the club would 
h.iie lost face with those who had 
helped us in getting Shekharan ” 

The football secretary said “Before 
the team left for Bangalore, I had 
asked the manager to see that all the 
pl.ivois returned to Calcutta after the 
Staflnrd tourney It was to ensure that 
tile ream would have sufficient prac¬ 
tise before the Federation Cup at 
Madras But most of the players chose 
nut to come back to Calcutta. Only the 
local boys, along with the Iranians, 
same back and started practising” 

T he team fared disastrously at Mad¬ 
ras where they lost both to Moham¬ 
medan Sporting and Mohun Bagan. It 
was at Madras that the rift started 
among the players. The Iranians were 
pampered all along. They enjoyed a lot 
of liberties that the other players were 
deprived of, they were allowed to eat 
at any place they chose, and the 
amount was always reimbursed But 
(hat was not the case with other play- 
(M s “1 had nothing to do with it,” said 
Hiasanta Ghosh, who went to Madras 
as the manager of the side. “1 used to 
pay them a certain amount of money 
vihich had been allotted to them, daily, 
1 rom last year I was only following the 
instiuction.s issued.” 

After the team cane back from 
Madras, there was a change of coach 
Fiabir Mazumdar was unceremonious¬ 
ly replaced by an ex-player Santo 
Mitra “Majid was not staisfied with 
the coaching of Prabir Mazumdar and I 
think the main reason was the com¬ 
munication-gap,” said Prasanta Ghosh. 
The team fared poorly in the Calcutta 
League, losing again to Mohammedan 
-Spurting and Mohun Bagan And after 
their loss against Mohun Bagan, Santo 
Mitra relinquished the pdst of the 
coach of the side. What happened then 
IS nosir old ha^ 



match in fhe League Attei this match the coach left 
the club 

none-too-imprcssive note Arun Bhat- 
tacharya, who was practically missing 
during the League. wa.s called back to 
inspire the players. “There was a feel¬ 
ing amongst a section of the committee 
that since I had alieady been utilised 
in building the team, 1 could be side¬ 
tracked after that So, I purposely 
chose to lemain aloof for most part of 
the League", said Arun Bhattacharya. 

“The person who was in the foie- 
front regarding the toot ball affairs was 
Subir Ghosh, the youngei brothei of 
the secretary He is nothing but an 
extra-constitutional element in the 
club because he has no lucus standi 
He seemed to i ule the roast, as far as 
football was concerned, of course, 
along with the football secretary But 
when 1 was called in the interest of the 
club, 1 could not but go to inspire the 
players at the camp the day before the 
semi-fmal and the final ” The football 
secretary said “It is true that Arunda 
did go and inspired the players But 
what I really found astonishing was 
that he was not there when the final 
prayers were being offered before the 
final.” But Arun Bhattacharya said- “I 
did nut go to see any of the matches 
during the IFA Shield because 1 
wanted to keep mvself aloof from the 
internal-wraiiglings " 

After East Bengal shared the Shield 
with Mohun Bagan, a party was held in 
a restaurant in Calcutta to celebrate 
the occasion “But, 1, along with the 
president and some other members ot 
the executive cummittee were not in¬ 
vited It was restricted to the yes-men 
of the secretary and the football 
secretary 1 came to know at the party 
that an ofticial announcement was 
made by the secretary that the players 
would be endowed with some gifts 
That announcement should have been 
made in the presence of the president 
and other members of the executive 
committee But the secretary did not 
think It necessary and announced it by 
himself ” 

In the party it was announced that 
the team would go to Daijeeling to 
participate in the Gold Cup. “But 
Majid said that he will not go because 
he had to study for his examinations 
When he was told that Jamshid was 
willing to go he told me that ‘Jam- 
shid’s brain is his brain and my brain 
is mine’. When 1 told Jamshid about 
this, he assured us that evervthins 


responsibility of taking Majid along 
with the team But the very next day 
when officials went to pick them up, 
Majid refused to go It was really an 
indisciplined act,” told Prasanta 
Ghosh 

“Majid came to me the after the 
team left and 1 .scolded him for not 
going to Darjeeling with the team 
Then I convinced him and managed to 
get a ticket and put him on the tram 
and then informed the general secret¬ 
ary that Majid had left for Darjeel¬ 
ing”, Arun Bhattacharya recollected. 
But the secretary said. “I only came to 
know that Majid had reached Darjeel¬ 
ing when I read it in the papers.” But 
the football secietary had a different 
story “I was informed by the secret 
ary, over the phone, that Arunda had 
arranged for Majid to go to Dar 
jeeling ” 

A fter the victory at Darjeeling, 
the only straight one since 1979, 
East Bengal went to participate in the 
DCM touinament, at Delhi There a 
“history” was created They lost all the 
three matches in the group league in 
the quarter-filial stage So bad was the 
state of the team in the lust match 
against Punjab State Electricity Boaid 
that they entered the field with only 
10 men, Amalraj loining after eight 
minutes’ of play was over Though East 
Bengal shot into the lead. PSEB swung 
back and won 2-1 It was followed by 
defeats against Punjab Police (0 2) 
and East Fremantle Tncolore, We.st- 
ern Australia (O-'i). The Australiai.s 
could not believe that they wcie play 
ing against one of the premier clubs of 
the country. 

This year’s DCM thus witnessed the 
most disastrous performance ever 
given by East Bengal—one of the gla¬ 
morous teams of Calcutta However, 
even such a deplorable perfoimaiice 
was overshadowed by the contiover- 
sial suspension of the Iranians—Majid 
Baskar, Jamshid Ndsirri anil Mchniood 
Khabazi (All this was covered in de¬ 
tails in an earlier issue of Spottstvorld, 
dated November 11) And in the pro 
cess one thing became cle.ii the club 
has at last taken some steps against 
the Iranians "We haven’t decided 
what action will be taken, let us wail 
fur some time and then we’ll decide,” 
said the secretary On the oihei hand, 
the assistant secretaiv feels that the 
Iranians are not in the wiong 
Whatever mav be the outemne of the 
battle among the officials, the ulti 
male loser is the club “I am nc>t shving 
awav from my lesponsibilitu-s, or iny 
duties Since I am the sesiiunul secret 
ary. I’m definitely lespunsibto for all 
that happened this year,” the football 
secretary admitted But it is palpably 
clear that the team which was rated as 
one of the best in the country could 
not rise up to its reputation In tact, it 
was far from it And with the chances 
of the team paiticipating in the 
Durand and Rovers very dim, this year 
was definitely an uuforrimate one lor 
the club, a year which ihe officials, 
suDDorters and the oUversalike wonlH 




INDIAN SEAMERS WIN 

This was the first time that India won a Test against England in 
Bombay. In these pages, MANSUR ALI KHAN PATAUDI and the rival 
captains describe and analyse the three-and-a-half-day match 


1st day 

' V/having hail a look 
V _ at the wicket, (.avaskar 
m m was relieved to win the 

I B I toNs and bat first The 

I 7 I hockev international 

I ■ I <tKatnst Pakistan had 

been plaved over it a 
few days ago and the ground author¬ 
ities could hardly have had enough 
time to prepare it to suit a five-day 
match It looked grassless and patchy 
which may well make batting more 
difficult as the game piogress Unfor¬ 
tunately India were unable to take 
advantage and as things stand have 
given England an opportunity to bat 
when the wicket will be at its easiest. 

The Indian players may complain of 
the vagaries of the wicket on which 
the odd ball kept low and came 
through at an uneven pace, but there 

Shaalri nanowty escapes a run out 


can hardly be any valid excuse for 
scoring only 179 runs Not one bats¬ 
man looked at ease and if they sur¬ 
vived any length ot time, they were 
often in trouble on and outside the off 
stump The English bowlers kept peg¬ 
ging away at a length and waited for 
the Indians to make the fatal errors 
Gavaskar the highest scorer in the 
Side struck some authentic blows, but 
he must not have been too satisfied 
with the performance It was in some 
ways a repeat of his batting in Austra¬ 
lia, where Lillee had baited him suc¬ 
cessfully out side the off stump The 
only other batsman to leave an im¬ 
pression was Kapil Dev who began 
mure discreetly than has been his wont 
in the recent past He opened out to 
play some attractive and forcing shots 
Having to a great extent made his 
presence felt it would have been bet¬ 




ter had he decided to settle down Bui 
Kapil Uev is not built that way He 
drove Botham once too often and his 
departure announced the end of ant 
possibilities that India would leach .1 
respectable score 

The English quicker bowleis have 
obviously devised a plan of attack and 
It centres on cuncenttating on the oil 
stump, and exploiing the tiaditional 
Indian weakness Fodav Botham was 
given the Tata End and made to roil 
the whole day Fo his ciedit he vj’as 
tunning in us eiuhusiasticallv at flu- 
end of the day as he had when he had 
opened the bowling At the other end 
Willis alternated with Dilley and the 
combination ot these three with some 
help trom the wicket prevented the 
fiillilment of any Indian ambitions 
Theie was some recompense in the 
evening when Madan Lai had Gooch in 
two minds and bowled him oft the 
inside edge ot the bat 

2nd day occupation of the 
. 1 . Xciease is the obiect, 
hen Boyiitt and Ta- 

ffl vare must be its prime 
exponents Fhe idea to 
grind, wear down the 
limited Indian attack 
^ may have seemed a 
sensible policy but it proved to be a 
double-edged weapon Boycott and Ta- 
vare showed determination and a 
sound defence, as they prodded and 
pushed for endless hours, bur it also 
allowed Gavaskar the luxury ot retain 
me an attacking field despite having 
only 179 runs in the kittv It after a 
couple of hours of studied application 
either Boycott or Tavare had made 
^me effort to accelerate the scoring 
rate, Gavaskar would have been 
forced on the defensive, and the 
chances of surviving on a wicket which 
was now turning appreciably, would 
have increased As it was. Boycott 
even at 60 was permanently sur¬ 
rounded by three clo.se-in fielders 
And to one of them he gave a straight¬ 
forward catch off the inside edge 
Within the next 71 runs eight more 
wickets fell, only Fletcher not looking 
totally out of his depth It is a well- 
known fact that English batsmen pre¬ 
fer the security of the crease, and 
rarely sort it out to challenge the 
flight On the evidence of this innings 
it also seems that the sweep shot is 
now considered the most popular 







Bodiam, EAburejr and at tne and of a 
painstaking 310 minutes, even Tavare 
re II attempting it, and England were 
howled out for 166. The game had 
[.iken a major somersault much to the 
jlehpht of a large crowd who had borne 
Boycott and Tavare with commend¬ 
able patibnce. Azad started the rout 
and once Fletcher had gone, Doshi 
ended it. The English batting lacked 
imagination and purpose. Admittedly 
nobody could call a wicket on which 
the ball turned or jumped on the 2nd 
dav as suited or even desirable for a 
I'l-'-i match, but the fact remained that 
ilu English middle order showed as 
much competence against spin as the 
Indians had done against pace Incred- 
ibl\, India weie back in the game, and 
not only back but very much at an 
advantage. The wicket is unlikely to 
impiove and in the last innings if 
l.ngland is set to score anything over 
M’’-, she will find it tough going. 

G avaskar made 

two wise decisions 
today. One was tp take 
the three-ton roller and 
the other to elevate 
Shastn in the batting 
order The first must 
have subdued the wick- 
ci and the second has just about 
I (in lusively pioved that India can 
look forward to the services of a 
laleiited all-rounder 
Yesterday all the Indian spinners 
had spun the odd ball and English 
batsmen had reacted wanly In fact, 
batting had been made to look so 
difticult that one feared for India 
lacing Underwood’s awesome reputa¬ 
tion But either the wicket which has 
been rolled over the last three days for 
I'i minutes decided to change charac- 
ii‘t or Emburey and Underwood were 
unable to use it as well as the Indian 
spinners It was once again a lack of 
application and in Snkkanth's case an 
inexplicable and unforgiveable lapse 
m concentration which saw the upper 
h.ilf of the batting order collapse for 
‘iO runs Snkkanth plaved the ball to 
gully and while it was still in the 
lifidurs’ hand, he also decided to wan¬ 
der out of his crease Quick thinking 
and an accurate throw from Emburey, 
and Snkkanth became the first of the 
many unnecessary victims Most of the 
inp five batsmen were well set before 
they committed their errors and none 
nuire so than Vishwanath who made a 
"risty and tluent 38, before driving at 
a ball without putting his feet m line 
Vengsarkar and Gavaskar had already 
'■nmmitted similar ertiirs 
It was then that Shastn showed that 
maturity need have no relation with 
age or experience He was not over¬ 
lived by the tension or the several 
tielders around him, and he has a 
sensible unaffected technique Like 
must tall men he plays straight, but 
lias a tendency to shuffle too far 
across Eventually this was the way 
Uillcy trapped him with a ball that 
kept low and came back off the wicket 


Srdday 





India was still very much in tiouble, 
but Kapil has obviously decided to 
take his batting move seriously. He 
has all the shots and he made |udi- 
cioiis use of them He shielded Madan 
Lai sensibly and India reached 200, a 
score which had looked unlikely a 
couple of hours earlier When he was 
out in the last over of the day he had 
made sure that England would need at 
least 217 to win this match A few 
more runs tomorrow will further bui- 
den England’s task But as things stand 
It is anybody’s game Everything will 
depend on how the wicket has stood to 
three days cricket, and whether the 
Indian bowlets, especially the spin¬ 
ners will be able to extract more help, 
than the English bowlers 

A fter losmg the in¬ 
itial advantage of 
winning the toss and 
giving the initiative to 
England, India fiom the 
second dav onwards 
had outplaved England 
in every depaitmeiil oi 


4th day 


CQ 


the game Hei spinners had extracted 
moie help fium this wicket than either 
Undeiwood or Emhiiiv, in.inv of her 
batsmen had shown moie com- 
petencere than the Englishmen Her 
fielding had been of a higher order 
and even hei seamers, had used the 
wicket to <1 bettei effect Bv mid 
afreriioun ol this, the supposedly 
penultimate day, India outman¬ 
oeuvred England and emeiged abso¬ 
lutely superior Nobody can doubt that 
at this moment she is the better team 

In the moi rung, Doshi had expressed 
his views on his ability to bat by 
refusing lo be shielded hv Madan Lai 
Both playing stiuight added 24 runs 
and CiUh lun fixed another nail in 
England's coif in Yet if a lead of 240 
was moie than enough on this wicket, 
one haidiv expected the sensational 
collapse that was to follow England 
was bowled out in 2b ovets ot accurate 
seam bowling I’lie spinneis who were 
meant to do the damage weie not 
requited 

The Englishmen have no one except 
themselves to blame ioi the debacle 
They mav complain about the umpii- 
ing oi the wicket Theie may well have 
been a couple of pooi decisions but 


that is to be expected when nobody 
walks Ceitainlv, even if the wicket 
was not up to Test standaid, it was by 
no means treacherous enough to dis 
miss an internationul side tor a hun 
dred luns 

There will have to be some serious 
rethinking in this England side In the 
first innings, the batsmen had relied 
on the sweep against the spin Today, 
thev eithei insusted on playing back on 
a wicket whcie the odd ball shot low, 
and were caught, 1. B W. or as the 
Indians had done earlier, plaved at 
balls, more wisely left alone This is 
not to detract from the effoils ot 
Madan Lai and Kapil Dev Kapil Dev 
swung the ball late to dispose of Gooch 
and four others Madan Lai, bowling 
lowaids the Tata end, kept a straighter 
line and cut the hall off the seam 

The combination proved too much 
for a confused batting Iiiie-iip, and 
Indian opening bowlers for the lirst 
time took all 10 wickets 

Gavaskar chipped in hv taking two 
sharn catches which looked veiy easy. 
But nis main cuntriburion came as a 
captain In spite ot a low first innings 
total, and losing five wickets foi 90 in 
the second, the team was never dispi¬ 
rited The outlielding was keen and 
athletic, and the catching suie It was 
a sign that confidence had rioi de¬ 
serted the plavc'is and with the sub 
staiitial advantage of winning the first 
Test, India should g« on to better 
things 

In the England dtessiiig loom, there 
will be headaches, as solutions ,iie 
sought. One of them will nor he t • uic- 
ism of the umpires 

But Fletihei's team must be given 
credit for not leactmg as fonv Greig’s 
team had done in 197(i Gieig and his 
plavi'is had decided to light everv 
adverse decision as a mallei ot pimci- 
ple and tactics The sole idea was to 
emhariass and pressuie-lhc* umpire 
into favouiing his side This team, so 
fat anvwaj, is prepaied to be more 
stoic in altitude, and ihis should lead 
to a more peaceful atmosphere in the 
middle No matter what the Biitish 
Press OI the English playeis leel and 
say. the umpiring in this match was 
not—and I lepeat not—lesponsible loi 
their defeat 
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ni iMiM 

9-M-Qwaainrc Ttyier b Bolhim 
<117 bite, ITS nin. 9x4. Tilt biH movMl tmtey Mt, 
DMiihibiiinMn oomiigMy-vibollihi outer adgi, 
iho bin tIcMid iwiy to Ihi ttMpir) 

K. SrUiwlh e FMchtr b VVUte 

<10 bite. 19 min. Tlw biiiinin put up i itofiniivi 

IMitoM OM thte tew off ipood tengib. Tbi bin off 

R lop iOM of thi bit irchid on high up in ffw air to 
j}i%' Thi biteman waa out tor a zaro on (tobti,} 
0. B. Vanoaarkar cTavara b DHtev 
(34 biMa, 45 min, 2x4. Tho bataman nuttgad at orw 
teat tnowad late and off tha outer adga of Ihi bit want 
to (bo a^w whoro at tha aaoond affampt Tavaia had 
ite oatah in too aaoond aiip) 

0. R, vlahwanath c BoyeoR b Botham 

g balla,38{nin, 1x4. Ontrytogtopuahonaoutekte 
off Btump, wiihote coming hwy on Ow ban. adtpda 
a l m^ otocn lo the third aup) 

$. M. Padi ibw b Botham 

(36 bote. 51 min, 2x4. Tha bataman ahuKted aeroaa 


55 
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and waa caught at toiward abort iag off bai told |ia4 

Dave Taylor bBotham 

(90bBte,6i min.9x4,FJaahodatorw«aHwiilda0w 
off atump without going in tha Wn at tha BaQ 
9. IML H. Khniani few b (Way 
n8baila,27mln. 2x4.n8yadhaHoocl«dtothaDna 
rat nippad In aharply ana teoe that hapl tow) 
Madan Lai 0 Taytor b (Way 

(2 b^ 6 min.-Flickad era off ite tea doian to fete teg 
wbara'teapar brought off a aupatbfloa-h an da d oaten 

four 10 IMIIQS inor rOBVID WMl 

RBhaaWnM^ 

8 2 bate, 29 fflfe) 

• Ooahlc Taylor b (Way 

(2 bate. 2 mirt. Flaahad at otte moaim WNW and got an 
mar adoa to ba hold low bv Iteoaar M Na nahH 
Bxiraa; bs, nb 10 (Bby (WayandSby VWte) 

TOTAL 

(287 mln u tea off 57 ovaia wNh 2394) 


17 

14 

W 

12 

0 

3 

0 


IS 

179 


Botham 


is- 'V 


jtt tidl V 

n n Ooombftiitfijlii * 

(8 Mila 88iiia MMy ahHpijr 

■no ipoK iwn Of iHRMi w no mm n iNo mnoii 
O. BmooBoBfilMiniiibl^ 

(183 bite, 219 ffSi. 4x4: tumad tha pna dtt tea htpa 
a ba te ht to tonNird ihdrt MiB 

C. TilmeahBaMbOoa(ir 

(240 bate, 308 ffltn. n( 4. A Ihoitof a tength ban waa 
mM atnte^ toaitete IteM of ifte tteeinnM 
lag^lialdai^) 

D. T. (Sorarhindur 

(10 bate, 30 (Mh, 1x4. Turned tha one off tea toaa 
lowarda bateamdiliOR teg. ABimptedto run but good 
oteoa Of IteMito be ffia nrwaid ahort tea Haidar (K. 
Brikhantt)) and vary amort MeMra of baferby Kbmonl 
raauNad to A iw oUl) 

K. W. A. PlaiBiteribwbOatod 

(29 baNa, W min. 1x4. Triad to awaap an armed 

cMhrtKv. inliMii tt nomdlilife^ md nftt, jdhjdpiKl 

m^rDflVQfwp nn wv oomnh i^wiv mwiD vm ^wdnvI 

1 T nmtiwn c Oanraatrarb noahi 

(15 bate, 20 mta. Whte maMng a awaap abort, the bail 

atnick the glawM terd baloonad in iha lirat Wip'e handa) 

J.E.EmburiyfewbDolhi 

(UtMite, 14 mtoi An amter waa attem p ted to awaep, 
waa miaaad and henoa waa ad|udgad tegratora) 
G.R.DinaybShaaM 

(7 balls, to min.Trtad tobtook tea ban. bid it rolled book 
to the wtokarto dwaab ttw' bate) 
R.W.Taytornotout 
^ bate, 52 mm. 1x4) 

D. L. UndarwoedOltorraatbKapfl 

g o bate. 31 rnto. ra a h ad atra ona that cut away. 

rmani dtead to Ite right and brought off a brilliant 
oalch) 

R. 0,0. WMb 0 Qavaakor b Doted 

(7bm, 14 min. Snicked a tempte catch to tbalirte slip 

wtewut laateilrn to tha pilch tf tha ball) 

Bdnte:(b1(fe'2) 

TOTAL 

(380 minutas off 109.1 raara ateh 12 x 4) 


50 


.56 


15 


fti It vliilK 

VI (SrWtenlh 0, Qaaotemr n4.1). 2/40 (Vangoorlter 17. Qavaakv 
n.o. 16). 3/70 (Vlahwanteh B, Govaakar n.o. 34), 4/104 (Palll 17, 
Otewakw njo. 40), 5/112 (Gowatew 55, Nrti Aawd ha. 1), 5^64. 
OCira Dav 36, Mrt Azad nA. 14), 7n^m /^ 14. Ktonani n«. 
(Mhos (Modan Lai 0, Ktonani n.o. 4), 9/170 (Ktoiioni 12, Shaterl 
nj). 3). 

124M3«1 
2te6-72^ 

13-1-47-4 
44-1M 


3 

166 


Ml te 

1G Kkwch 2. Boycott 1 lur.), 2/95 (Boyoott 60, Tavara 32 n.o.), 
3/106 (Gower 5, Tavara37fM).). 4/131 (FWohar 15, Tavara 4Sh.o.). 
615143 (Botham 7, Tivara 48 n.o.), 6/146 (Tavara 55, Embu^ 0 
nzi.). 7/147 (Dlitey 0, Taytor 0 n. 0 .), 9/163 (Underwood 8, Tpylor 7 

n,o4. 


ppvmB 

Kapjrbav 
ttedan Lol 
DoaN 
Shateri 


KM Azad 


8MOMH 

iM-ao-i 

29.1-12404 

19447-1 

3444 

16435-1 


NBm If L__ 

IM hour 40 nma 13 evara total 40dh 
2nd hour 36 runs 13 ovsra total 7613; 

3id hour 36 lira 12 ovara total 112S; 

4th hour 52 nra 13 ovara Intel 164rt^; 

Late 20 minutes IS runs 6 ovara totel 179; 

SOnratoTTminiaaaoff i5.Savam; imnrato iSOmtoutpiOff 
32.5 ovara; ISO nra in 219 mlnutea off 4641 evata. 

England baited tor S3 mimitea off 14 oyari Oh llte toil dte- 


Ptetet#towiUffr'- " 

Ite Iww Mftirwwff iSteart; Eridhoar 23 rtetooff 16 ovartoBrd hour 
41 nra off 18«Mm^hbur874iiiiaaH I30wa; 5toh«r 2Bniw 
off 13 otew; kteiiiy mteo tea 5 mna aff 9-1 ovara. . 

M of OwtoiteMtoiM ihtouiwpff 364 ovate; 109 (ff IBs tohM^a 
to 227 Mtoutea JTm A oMMTiiBdiffte lanirra to sasmtoutea off 
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s M, 0 «rt«WfCtajflorb Botham 14 

(60 baUa. 93 min,, t x4. Touchad (he ona that hiM and 

inoved awmt «Wy *ato) 

K Snkkanthtunoui 13 

(31 balls. 44 min. Atter making a stroke to gully he was 
found standing Outside the crease, without the surest 
intention of tamng a run. Emburey, inding Srikkanth out 
ol his crease, threw the ball at the wickat to break It, 
from the gully position) 

D 6 . VengaarkarcTayare b Botham 5 

(12 baHs. t .6 min. Chased the one moving away fast 
and off the but edge gave a low catch towards the right 
of the first slip who tumbled after holding it) 

G R.VIshwanalhc Taylor b Botham 3 S 

(38 balls, 76 min, 4x4 On trying to drive the ball, that 
swung away late, gave an easy catch to the 'keeper off 
the thick out e<^) 

S M Patil Ibw b Botham 13 

(20 balls, 24 min, 1 x4 Was wrapped in the pad while 
playing a hatl>cocked to an over-pitchsd delivery which 
also kept low) 

R Shastn'lbw b Dilley 33 

(134 balls, 15 min. 2x4 Shuffled across to play the 
one on the on-side and was hit low down on the left pad 
to be adjudged leg before) 

Kirti Azad Ibw b Emburey 17 

(57 balls, 98 mm. 1 x4 Was in two minds to play and 
finally covered the wickets with his pads to allow the 
ball to hit them) 

Kapil Dev Ibw b Willis 46 

(50 balls, 88 min, 5x4 Missed completely a straight 
delivery, which hit him low on the front foot, he had 
come forward to hit hard, but tailed to connect) 

S M H Kirmanic Taylor b Emburey 0 

(7 balls. 4 min Swung towards square leg, but 
n.anaged to stick it to the keeper down his legside) 

Madan Lai not out 17 

(40 balls, 80 min, 2x4) 

D R Doshib Botham 7 


(28 balls. 35 min. 1 x4 Over-pitched delivery was tned 
by Doshi to hit in the covers, missed it and the 
inswinger uprooted the stumps) 

Extras b 8 . lb 8 , nb 9 (6 by Willis and 3 by Underwood) 

TOTAL 227 (365 minutes off 77 3 overs with 17x4) 


FALL OF WICKETS- 

1 19 (Srikkanth 5, Gavaskar no 6 ). 2/24 (Vengsarkar 5, Gavaskar 
no. 6 ), 3 43 (Gavaskar 14, Vishwanath no. 11), 4/72 (Patil 13, 
Vishwanath n o 23) 590 (Vishwanath 37, Shastri n.o 3), 6/138 (Kirtl 
Azad 17, Shastri n 0 27), 7/154 (Shastri 33, Kapil Dev n,o 4). 8/157 
iKirmani 0, Kapil Dev n o 7). 9'203 (Kapil Dev 46. Madan Lai n 0 5) 


G. A. Gooch cKktnanIb Kapil 1 '.. 

(3 balls, 2 min. Tried to play towards the over-pitched 
diMIvery and off the outer edge, the baH was caught by 
the 'keeper) 

Q. Boycott Ibw b Madan Lai 3 . 

(23 balls, 40 mm. Good length delivery came, kept low, 
and the batsman m a hail-cock stroke was plumb ibw) 

C Tavare c Gavaskar b Kapil 0 

(4 balls, 7 min Outswinger was missed while playing 
(onward and the ball off the other edge went to 
Gavaskar at second slip) 

D Gower Ibw b Kapil 20 

(17 baits, 21 min, 4x4. Inswmgerdld not nse arxf when 
kept low came m, and Gower missed the hne. was 
adjudged Ibw) 

K Fletcher Ibw b Madan Lai 3 

(15 balls, 24 min Inswinger kept very low and the 
batsman missed the line of the baH and was Ibw) 

I Botham c Kirtl Azad b Kapil 29 

(26 balls. 38 min, 2x4,1 x 6 In an effort to be on lop ol 
bowler hit hard and gave a spoon catch in mid-olf) 

J Emburey c Gavaskar b Madan Lai 1 

(6 balls, 6 min. The batsman ran forward to hit the ball 
in the cover region and Off the outer edge ol bat the ball 
went to second slip) 

R Taylor b Madan Lai 1 

(8 bails, 5 mm Inswinger moved m the air and the 
batsman missed the une and was bowled to an 
over-pitched ball) 

D Underwood not out 13 

(31 balls. 37 mm. 2x4) 

R G. 0 Willis c Kirmani b Kapil 13 

(14 balls. 27 mm, 2x4 Triad to hil m the cover region 
and off the inner edge gave a patch to keeper) 

Extras (b-4. lb-3, nb- 2 ) 9 

TOTAL 102 

(26 2 overs. 127 minutes. 12x4, 1 < 6 ) 


Fall of wicksts 

1 '2(Gooch 1, Boycott n.o i), 2/4 (Tavare O, Boycott n 0 3), 3'28 
(Gower 20, Buycott n 0 3), 4'29 (Boycott 3. Fletcher no Oj. 542 
(Fletcher 3. Bothamn 0 8).6^50 (Emburey 1, Botham no 15), 7 73 
(Botham 29. Dillay n 0 8 ), 8/74 (Taylor 1 , Ditley n 0 . 8 ). 9.75 (Dilley 
9. Underwood n.o 0) 


BOWLING 

Willis 

Botham 

Dilley 

Underwood 

Emburey 


13-4-31 
22 3-3-61-5 
18-5-61-1 
11-4-14-0 
13-2-35-2 


BOWLING 

Kapil 

Mandan Let 
Doshi 


13 2-0-70-5 
12-6-23-5 
1 - 1 - 0-0 


PATTERN OF SCORING 

First hour 24 runs oft 134 overs, second hour 48 runs oft 10.4 
overs, third hour 34 runs off 13 4 overs, fourth hour 32 runs off 13 4 
overs, fifth hour 38 runs off 13 2 overs, last half hour 26 runs off 5 1 
overs 

1st 35 minutes on the 4th day 24 runs off 7.2 overs 

50 runs came in 95 minutes off 20 overs. 100 runs came In 169 
minutes off 35 overs, 150 runs came m 265 minutes oft 57.3 overs, 
200 runs came m 323 minutes off 69 5 overs. 227 runs came m 365 
minutes off 77 3 overs 


PAHERN OF SCORING 

50 runs in 67 mmutes off 13 overs, 100 runs m 122 minutes off 25 
overs, 102 runs in 127 mmutes off 26.2 overs 
First hour 42 runs 12 overs, second hours 60 runs 13 overs, last 5 
minutes 0 runs 1.2 overs * 


hidlB won the match by 138 runs 


'sudfur VjidyM 
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T he wicket, to be absolutely honest, 
isn’t that good This was my first 
thought I ha\e played on far better 
Test wickets It was a good toss to win 
I would have liked to win it I don’t 
know how long the wicket is going to 
last But obviously India’s best chance 
to win IS, it they bat first As long as 
they have got three spinners in the 
Bide, or have it the other way India has 
two left arm spinners, in the team So 
their best chance is to win the toss 
This wickct always looked like it 
was going to turn We have mainly 
played five bowlers because I don’t 
want somebody to get too tired at the 
start of the tour I know Ian Botham 
bowled ^ lot and he bowled superbly 
; He has bowled well throughout the 
match and obviously he is a key figure 
in our side But from now on, I shall 
virtually rest him between 1 est match 
es But our team has live bowlers and 
five batsmen and one ’keeper Of 


KEITH FLETCHER 

course, ideally speaking, I would like 
to see more all rounders in the side, 
but we haven’t got them so we have 
got to make the most of what we got 
1 0 win a Test match, you have got to 
bowl the other side twice, which is why 
we picked five bowlers 

The Indian side vittually picks itself 
They have the two medium pacers, the 
two spinners and also a lot of depth m 
the batting, though all of them are not 
that good What I am emphasising 
IS that thev can all get a few runs 
Kapil De\ has played well in this 
match so far I am not so certain how 
fit he IS But he has performed well 
with the bat But I should think if his 
back injurv improves he will start 
bowling better 

The Indian team has some good 
plaveis these days The batting line up 
IS actually stronger than when 1 was 
last here Yes, they have some good 
cncketeis The bowling, I don’t know 


Gower IS run out when Kirman knocks oH the bails Irom a Snkkanth throw 



much about We will have to wait and 
see before I say anything on it 

The first hour on the first day was 
important to us, because there was life 
m the wicket We could have, in fact, 
done better if we held a few half 
chances If one of them had stuck it 
could have made a difference But 
they weren’t easy It was nice to get 
the opening batsman Snkkanth out 
cheaply He could be a dangerous 
player because he plays a few strokes ' 
Snkkanth intended to get his runs 
quickly but it was nice that we got him 
early I would have liked another wick 
et before lunch But the Indians lost 
three more in that session and it was 
really good going as far as we were 
concerned 

The two half chances I referred to 
earlier were difficult catches One of 
them unfortunately came to me 
Gavaskar was the batsman I dived to 
my left and |ust got my thumb to it 
The other one went to Gooch off 
Vengsarkar’s bat You ought to think 
that vou are going to catch one out of 
three such catches 

1 think Snkkanth is nervous before 
every innings because of the way he 
moves around and walks If I were to 
judge him I would say he is a nervous 
man 

I was veiv pleased with the wav dob 
Willis and Giaham Dillev bowled Both 
bowled quick right through the match 
Ian Botham was superb on the first 
morning He maintained it all through 
the day He could have easily got six oi 
seven wickets Or eight peihaps with a 
little bit of luck That s how well he 
bawled 

Gavaskai got stuck in it was not the 
best he has ever played He had a little 
bit of luck But he is a true batsman 
He hung around And above all what 
he did was that he did not give his 
wicket away In fact he did a good job 
for India in the end 

Botham bowled all through the 
afternoon and there was this incident 
when he was warned for running on 
the wicket We also had problems with 
Willis and Dilley having drinks Our at 
fine leg It’s permissible in England 
and it seemed a bit strange to us that 
the ummres stopped it If ycu don’t 
allow this you are encouraging the 
fielders To have the leave more often 
is obviously silly There’s nothing 
wrong in having a drink on the out 
field I think Sunil and I will have to 
get together and sort it out 1 wouldn’t 
mind if the Indian side did it as long as 
It does not stop the game 

Until tea we picked up the odd 
wicket here and there 1 don’t think 
any of the Indians played particularly 
well Kapil, of course, got a few runs 
and proved an exception The good 
runs he got was slightly annoying for 
us Eventually, we got India out for 






Cl ahan Gooch that evetung. But that’s 
the way it goes. . , • 

The ball was swinging in tha air and 
itif wicket seamed on the first day. It 
H j$ a g(^ wicket, for seamers. It was 
having variable bounce. The wicket 
w-isn’t flat, it was undulating. You are, 
iherefore. always going to get variable 
(Kiunce, depending on which side the 
slope is. Like 1 said earlier, it was not a 
lery good Test wicket. Botham was 
howling well. He was relying on the 
ouiswinger and the odd ball moving 
off the seam. He was attacking on or 
oiiKidc the off-stump. 

I WAS pleased with the way Boycott 
and Tavare batted on the second 
dav They might have seemed a bit 
•.low to the Indians. But at that stage, I 
n'ds looking for England to bat two 
days, and if possible get a lead of ISO 
runs Nothing like it. This was what I 
felt Obviously, Boycott and Tavare 
thought likewise. 

After these two got out we had 
David Gower unfortunately run out 
and It didn’t help. I think our middle 
order should have got a few more runs. 
In fact, a lot more runs Unfortunately, 
this IS cricket, you lose wickets when 
vuu don’t expect to 
The Indian spinners bowled well. 
The odd ball was turning Not a great 
deal but the turn was there all right 
But I do not think it was turning 
enough for Dilip Doshi to get five 
wickets. Those figures, to be honest, 
Hatter him a bit. I don’t think he 
bowled all that well 
Tavaie got out after playing for five 
houis He was out sweeping Chris 
ai cumulates runs with that shot It’s 
like batsmen who cut and hook. You 
get some runs with it You have got to 
woik out the percentage. If the num¬ 
ber of runs you get with that shot 
.lutwetghs the number of times you get 
.me then you have got to play that shot 
1 was disappointed that so’ many of 
us got out playing the sweep shot but I 
must admit I have played so much in 

Boiham hugs Taylor after catching Gairaslrar 


rvm. A fdw of dw bidian 
batsmen play it as well. 

Ovei the years, I have found that 
Indian umpires don’t give out on the 
front foot, which I think is right. 
Having said that I am not criticising 
the umpires, but why question their 
authority 

We had decided to bowl to a plan on 
or outside the stump, hoping that 
there would be a catch sooner or later 
at the slips. That was the way we went 
about the job. I don’t think that has 
anything to do with shrewd captaincy. 
To do this you have got to have good 
bowlers, particularly seamers iut 
Gavaskar handled his bowlers well 
and competently placed his fielders, 
He did a good job. 

Shastri bowled and batted rathei 
well in the second innings and showed 
great promise It’s very early to Judge 
the Indian bowlers. But on that day 
Doshi, Azad and Shastri bowled well. 
Due credit to Gavaskar, they did a 
good job But 1 don’t think we batted 
particularly well. 

On the second day, the wicket was 
turning a fair bit—much more than on 
the first day We are hoping that the 
wicket will get slower and slower. If 
that’s the case it would give us more 
chance of winning 

T he third day followed the same 
pattern as of the first, except that 
the Indians lost four wickets before 
lunch. In that situation we were hop¬ 
ing to bowl India out for 150 odd. But 
once again Vishwanath played a few 
good shots after lunch. I think he will 
agree that it was a fairly rash shot to 
which he got out But he played his 
game. 

But Botham once again bowled mag¬ 
nificently. Young Dilley bowled wml 
without much luck. Kapil saved India 
from being bowled out for 160 He has 
scored runs in this march which is 
fairly well considering the small totals 
He has served India well 
The wicket on the third day turned 
less than it did on the first and second 






Vengsarkar caught by Tavare oil Dilley altar the 
ball bounces of Botham s hands 

day But we are hoping the wicket will 
get slower, and give us a chanc*'* of 
win It’s a fifty-fiftv chance 
When we were 95 for 'me in the fust 
innings, I was looking for a store of 
over 300 It was disappointing that we 
didn’t Had we done it we would have 
been in a winning position But ciicket 
is a funny game as the second day has 
proved When Boycott and, 1 avare 
were there, if you had said that Eng- 


75 





U'nd w<MiId be out ydtt' 
have got fairly high odd« at that tittah.- 
The reason, I did not bowl John 
Emburey earlier than 1 did on the 
third afternoon, was because 1 antici¬ 
pated that Azad would play him well 
and I was a bit concerned Had Kapil 
and Kirti attacked Emburey and 
perhaps took 40 runs of him quickly by 
launching into the bowling, that would 
have meant a lot of runs in such a tight 
game. I was just hoping that we were 
going to pick up more wickets till tea 
time In the end, I obviously had to 
bring John on I don’t think it was a bit 
late. But things didn’t work as we 
hoped It would. 

Bob Taylor was brilliant behind the 
stumps, taking some superb catches 
The one he took to dismiss Madan Lai 
was really great You are not going to 
see any better than that 
Bob Willis was injured He had a 
stiff neck so I couldn't bowl him as 
much as 1 liked This helped the Indi¬ 
ans to extend their innings If 1 could 
have bowled Bub I.*) oveis instead of 
the nine it might have produced an 
altogether different result 
I was bowling Graham Dilley and 
Willis in shoit spells becau.se they are 
quick bowlers I don’t want to tire 
them out I want them to bowl last 
whenever I call on them Everybody 
kept going on and on It’s a good team 
performance 

I DON'T know it Sunil used any roller 
on the fourth morning And, in be 
honest, if he did which one^ 1 did not 

Boycott after scoring 50 







Snkkanih caught Fletcher (not in pic) oft WilUs 

use the toilet and that was mainly 
berause there were quite a few cracks 
all over the wicket and I was sure that 
the cracks would open up if the toller 
was used and the wicket would crum¬ 
ble a bit to lake more spin 

Once play got under way, I was a bit 
disappointed to see India score 
another 24 luns But obviously, the 
ball was old and soft and it was quite 
easy just to block The seamers were 
bowling and il you blocked their de- 
liveiies you could pick up a few luns 
But It would have been nice if we 
could have dismissed them earlier But 
we could not I still thought 240 was 
within our range—a little bit loo high, 
but vei we could do it 

Unfortunately, for us Kapil Dev’s 
opening overs were vei v good Graham 
Gooch got a good delivery and so did 
David Gower Tavaie fell to another 
clever piece of bowling Thus, we just 
happened to lose quite a few wickets 
in the earlv part of our innings The 
top three batsmen of the side were 
back 

Madan Lai got Geoff Boycott and 
mvself with balls that kept low But 
having said that, I wasn’t all that 
pleased with the way we batted I 
think It would have been nice if we 
had got stuck in and played mote on 
the front toot as the wicket was keep¬ 
ing low 

Really fiom then on it was )ust a 
matter of mopping up When Ian* 
Botham was out, I didn’t think we had 
any chance left But up until then I 
still felt we had a chance When he 
went, it was then just a matter of time 

Mad 'll Lai bowled well, but not as 
good as Kapil Dev The wicket was 
difficult to play on because of the 
unseen bounce and the odd balls that 
weie keeping low and bouncing a bit 
So, It wasn’t the easiest of wickets to 
play on I am very disappointed that 
India won But, as I said, there are still 
25 more days of Test cricket left and, 

I with a bit of luck, we have got to play 


better than we did in this Test. I feel i 
we still are a better team than India | 
But India played well I 

Throughout this Test match theie ' 
have been a number of bad decisions 
Both umpires made a number ot 
eriors Both sides suffered as a result 
Boycott and Tavare have got good 
technique but this wicket isn’t easy to 
play on Chi is got a beauty in the 
second innings Anybody can get a 
good ball early and if you get it early I I 
am afraid you are out Maybe, if ii | 
comes later in the mmngs vou can 
avoid It The ball that got Boycott kept 
low He was halt foiward when it hii 
him and seamed back as well He did 
everything right, but it hit him on the 
pads 1 was dismissed in the same way 
It’s very easy to be wise after the 
event and say we should have played 
an extra batsman instead of a bowler 
But It wasn’t a good Test wicket to plav 
on as It turned out It plaved worse 
than we thought it would So if you are 
getting into a Test with the idea ot 
winning it, you have to have enough 
bowlers The batsmen usually get 
enough luns and you hope they do I 
don’t think, to he honest, we batted all 
that well light thiough the match, 
regatdiess of the standard of umpii 
mg In the next few days obviously we 
are going to talk about it .and tiy to 
s.ort It out 

There was something missing in our 
batting I don’t think we applied 
ourselves propeily in the second in¬ 
nings Under chose conditions we 
should have played forward a bit more 
than we did I was as guilty as anybody 
becuase 1 was out playing back 
The wicket, in fact, was no different 
when Madan Lai and Doshi were bat¬ 
ting. The only difference was that the 
Indian bowlers had a new ball, while 
we were having a soft and old ball and 
that was why our bowlers were nor 
very effective and the two batsmen 
added 24 valuable runs When we got 
the new ball it was all over. 
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I T was 95 per cent En¬ 
gland’s day the five 
per cent that went Indi¬ 
a’s way was when 
Madan Lai knocked 
back Graham Gooch’s 
middle stump to put 
them one wiclcet down 


: at the end of the first day’s play. Such 
' a !>ituation should never have arisen in 
i the first place for having won the toss I 
' expected our team to take maximum 
' advantage of having to bat first 
The wicket had a bit of an uneven 


I bounce Still I think that all of us with 


' the exception of Kapil were very much 
! unsteady and let the English bowlers 
I dominate us. The beginning was not 
I good with Snkkanth going for a duck, 
i He pupped up a simple catch which 
: Fli teller had to take with the sun in 


] his eye Snkkanth has this tendency of 
' going forward before the ball is deli- 
vei ed and every time the ball is dug in 
' shoic he finds it just that bit difficult 
. to get back Still I tried to console him 


; by saying that there was another illust- 


SUNIL GAVASKAR nW 


nous example in the same Indian team 
who had started off his career by 
scoring a sero but has scored more 
than 5,000 runs—that is Gundappa 
Vishwanath 

Dilip Vengsarkar looked in good 
nick as he has been in the last few 
first-class matches that we have play¬ 
ed and It was a bit of a surprise to see 
him get out to an overpitched delivery 
from Graham Dilley which swung a bit 
and Dilip shaping to play the ball on 
the on-side, the on-side was vacant at 
that time, theie was no mid-on, I think 
just turned himself a little bit open 
and the catch went to Botham very fast 
to his left and Botham knocked it up 
for Chris Tavare in the first slip to 
complete the catch 

Vishwanath, who came in next, 
looked as if he was settling down. And 
played a glorious square drive to the 
cover fence off Dilley. Vishwanath fell 
to Botham, who bowled a perfectly- 
pitched outswinger on the leg and 
middle stump and Vishy was a good 
enough player to get an edge to it and 


the ball flew to Geoff Boycott at third 
slip All this while Btitham had been 
bowling extiemely well dropping the 
ball just on or outside the off stump 
and he had got me plaving a no shot 
and I was lucky to see fourth slip not 
being able to fasten on to a ball which 
travelled at some speed That was • 
lucky escape for me Though I got 
beaten outside the off stump by 
Botham a few times after that. I like 
getting beaten because that brings out 
the best of one’s concentration, I 
think When things start going your 
way you become a Tittle over-confident 
and your concentration is not the 
same So, every time Botham beat me 1 
found new reserves in concentration 
coming nut 

Sandeep Patil started off well again 
like Dihp and Vishy had been before 
him And he too was a victim of a very, 
very good outswinger from Botham 
almost the same kind that got Vishy 
out oniv this time Sandeep got beaten 
by the hall which beai his bat to find 
his right leg in front of the wicket. 










r Kvn ASM, woo came at ne taii.«t. 
Sandeep’s wicket, looked coirfldeot 
enough as if he was settling down for a 
big score but before that I went being 
caught behind by Taylor off another 
Botham outswinger This was a ball 
which wasn’t as good as the ones that 
accounted for Vishwanath and Pacil. 
But you can’t argue with the score 
book It's all there m the score book 
Gavaskar caught Taylor bowled 
Botham. Well the other way of looking 
at it IS that there were some better 
deliveries bowled by Botham to me 
and 1 was fortunate to get away with it 
Kapil Oev came afiei that and only 
he can play that kind of innings that 
he eventually played. He played his 
shots without any inhibitions and 
almost on the stroke of tea he got out 
caught behind oft Botham again to be 
followed by Kirti A/ad in the following 
over and that leally set us back 
At 164 lor 7, there was very little 
that Kirmani, Madan Lai or Shastri 
could have done Madan wa.s out to a 
brilliant leg side catch off Dilley by 
wickerkeepei Taylor and Kirmani got 
a ball that really shot through along 
the ground When a ball at Dilley’s 
pace shouts through along the ground 
there is precious little any batsman in 
the world can do about it and Kin was, 
therefore, unlucky. 179 all out is, 
therefore, not a very impressive look¬ 
ing score but Derek Underwood man¬ 
aged to turn a few in the last couple of 
overs Dilip Doshi also turned a couple 
and with the ball at one end keeping 
low, at the other end the wiiket play¬ 
ing a little funny because at that end 
some of Kapil’s deliveries have really 
climbed One delivery in particular to 
Geoff Boycott beat him and went 
through his bat and pad and went on 
top of the bails. Well, that’s the way 
the luck ot the game goes We have not 
had the breaks and just hoped that the 
second day would be our day 



jAy yesterday, tod^ 
was hundred per cent 
rndia’s, though at one 
time, particularly in the 
session before the luch 
interval, it did not seem 
so Boycott and Tavare 
are the two batsmen who can stay at 
the wicket without being bothered if 
runs are not coming But, in a way, on 
this track that kind of batting helped 
us because we had the reserves parti¬ 
cularly in spin bowling, and spin bow- 
leis grow more dangeious the more 
they bowl So even though Boycott and 
TdVdte stuck around and negotiated 
our new hall attack, not without alarm 
of course, we always had the three 
spiniiets in reserve to come back 
stiongly And that piocisely is what 
happened 


.JU» w » iqwoWt 

lunch bccnuwlUfvi'SmmaBd Doshi 
had to be given a little longer spel] 
during the pre-lunch session after the 
quick bowlers had bowled with an 
almost new ball. In the only over that 
Kirti bowled before lunch, be man 
aged to extract a great deal of turn, 
even more than Doshi and Shastri had 
been able to get. Kirti is a cutter of the 
ball. He runs in like a medium pace 
bowler—he has got that long run-up as 
well. He does not flight the ball, bur 
just hits It On a wicket which is 
responsive to spin he can be really a 
diiticult proposition The danger, of 
cour.se, in that kind of bowling is that 
there cannot be too much control. But 
today Kirti bowled extermely well did 
not bowl short and if ever he did, the 
wicket was not quick enough, or boun- { 
cy enough for the batsmen to go back 


■I? 



Willis drops Kirti Azad od his own bowlirrg 


•Goochdrop Vangsarharoff Willis 



ie 


and take advatage of it And, in any 
ca.se, with the tendency of the English 
batsmen to go forward, almost pre- 
determinedly, it was a bit difficult for 
them to take advantage of the shortish 
balls that Kirti bowled He was the one 
who gave us the breakthrough we were 
looking tor, when he went round the 
wicket and delivered one to Boycott 
who edged it to give Srikkanth hr$ first 
catch aitd Kirti nis first wicket in Test 
cricket It was a valuable wicket. 
Boycott got another 50 to his credit in 
Test cricket and was looking fairly 
solid I think he enjoys batting for long 
spells, and this was exactly what he 
was set on doing. His is the wicket that 
we wanted 

Gower came later, and he looked a 
little surprised by the turn that Kirn 
managed to get. The first ball he faced 
was almost a gift from Kirn, which he 
slashed to the third-man boundary for 
a four. But thereafter, Kuti managed 
to extract turn and bounce from the 
wicket and when Gower played a ball 
off his pads to short fine-leg, and set 
off for a run which was not there. 







|i .1 sriinc IS all you're 
>okin.u toi. any shoe polish 
s>j|| *.li> Wo'rc talking 
ilioiil whai happens under- 
ticatli the shine-- the 
anng tli.il's necessary to 
{>rcvcnr the leather from 
ageing, hanlening or 
racking 

I'his is KIWI care. 

KIWI IS made of rich 
waxes natural and syn- 
ihctu and dyes. As you 



brush your shoes with 
KIWI, you’ll notice a 
‘deep shine’ coming 
through because it works 
more than surface deep. 
The waxes sink througn 
and nourish the leather to 
pliant softness. Making 


things comfortable inside 
the shoes as well as work 
ing up a shine outside. 

What’s more, the ‘ deep 
shine’ we’re talking about 
isn’t affected by water or 
dust or a little roughing 
up. A minute's lig& brush¬ 
ing brings back the shine. 
You’ll soon see what 
KIWI care is all about. 

It’s life for the leather 
and shine for your shoes. 


(kiwi) Shilling life into your shoes. M 


pfuduct 















Srikkanth, moving very quickly from 
tiis poMtion, threw it to the wicket 
. keeper, but there was no question of 
his being run out. 

Fletcher, who looked much more 
confident than the others, drove Kapil 
with nice-looking shot to the off 
boundary But he was not comfortable 
against the spinners. Ravi Shashtn, 
particularly, troubled him much with 
his bounce, and Doshi, at the othei 
end, was a slower version. So, Fletcher 
Was not really able to come to grips 
with the turning ball He tried to 
sweep a straight one from Doshi and 
was palpably leg before. He was sur 
prised because he expected the ball to 
; move down the leg side But the ball, 
after pitching, turned a little bit and 
' he was clearly leg before Next one 
was Botham 

Botham is a difficult person to set 
the field because he plays shots that 
are not in any coaching manual And 
you obviously have to be careful about 
setting fields for hirr. We tried to keep 
one fielder at deeper short fine-leg to 
i takexare of his sweeps. Eventually, he 
! tried to take that shot and the ball 
: went off his glove, took the back of his 
bat and ballooned up in the air for me 
I to get a very simple catch at first slip 
rwas standing at slip as Vishy was 
down with a stomach ailment he had a 
lot of discomiurt during the previous 
. night. He was there for the morning 
session, but, thereafter his pain be- 
! came unbearable and he had to take a 


pain-killing injection Even that was of 
little help 

Here again, Ian Botham was unhap¬ 
py about the decision But there was 
not a shred of doubt in the minds of 
the fielders who were in front of the 
batsman Dilip Vengsarkai at silly 
point and Snkkanth at forward short- 
leg had a perfect view Even Kirmam 
seemed sure that the ball had hit his 
glove before lobbing up to me 

Thereafter it became a procession 
Chris Tavare was sweeping towards 
the squat e-leg region and was even 
tually caught by Shashtn. Though Ta 
vare played for over tour hours, he 
never looked like tearing us apait— 
ana that was to our advantage 
Embury, like Fletcher, tried to sweep 
one from Doshi and was leg before 
Dilley played Shashtn to his own 
stumps with enough force to knock the 
bails off And then 1 brought Kapil Dev 
just when Taylor and Underwood 
appeared to be settling down for a 
partnership Kapil Dev succeeded 
mainly due to Kirmani’s brilliant 
effort when he dived to his right to 
snap up a catch. Willis was the last 
man to fall He ha.s a peculiar way of 
aiding his bat when he plays to the 
off side 

I was surprised to see Willis stand in 
protest against such an obvious deci¬ 
sion. If such things jie going to be 
repeated, this will l-e a difficuU senes 
for the umpires 

1 am not very happv with the itti 


<u4« «f tone of fiie BBnUthmen (O' 1 ' 
wards tho innplret. AH I can is tint 
in the first two days, umpirug had . 
been good and if there is any suspicion 
in the minds of the English playertc 
they should remove it strai^taway. I 
have been on three tours of England >, 
and we were not very happy about the 
umpiring that we saw 1 don’t see why 
the En^ishmen should come to the 
wicket with the presumption th.it the ' 
Indian umpiring was going to be bad. 

It IS about time everybody realised 
that umpiring mistakes would take 

E lace. And it is the British Press which 
eep harping on it. as if mistakes do 
not happen in their backyard 1 he less ; 
we stare at the umpires th« Uetret it j 
will be for all concerned An<l leit.un- i 
ly then the senes can be pl.ivrd wuh ; 
the great deal of goodwill thar we li.iec > 
now T hate to see this goodwill, which ' 

IS mainly theie because a iiiec.iif ' t.) 
players have played agaiiusi e.'i. I< ittI > • 
erupted bv doubts alniui unipiiiriF 


3rdday 



T hkki was veiv !i' 
tie Iite III the wii l>i'i 
and vei we eiulfii up ' 
the da\ 20.t toi > svhu h ' 
certainly wa.u'i th«- , 
kind of Si Ole III.11 1 ' 
would have liUei' Mill 
It’s a lot hettei lie< .ui«c 


at one stage we wore onl\ I tui .H 
when Kapil and Madan .u ll,i l.ist 
stage on the third day added ii. valu¬ 
able runs before Kapil got i.ui m li-.e 
last over of the dav 


It’s been uncanny h>><> m Ii.i\' lust a 
valuable Wicket prii u ’he di nils iii 
lunch interval ui • interval in this ; 
game Bui this liapp’ d right tin ••ugh 
on the dav ami we seemed lo h.m in r 
a wicket just before a bieak wliiili 
meant that the F.ngland b.owlei -. ■ o.d.l 
come back after the inteic.d .iiid 
attack the new player 

In the beginning, there was .i lumti 
more confident Srikkanth than he w.e 
in the first innings He was imii'ie ilu 
ball well and he h,is '.his h.d.it n; 
wandering about as it in .i d.i/i .ii«I e>„ 
because it’s a Test malrh but uiil. 
because it’s habit It has In t ii mai:'d 
that while playing the b.dl >•' "ulii i 
again walked out of the >'■ i . ,i. 
daze and Emburuy, who w.i \erv .ih ii 
threw down the wick<‘i when fu linuiij 
Snkkanth out oi the (.p.!.' 

It is under St and a hie d .i i r ■ i e., i,,. | 
of temperament lechiiupie .imi 
some nervousness is tlii-ie ulu-u .« 
person makes his 'lest di'but. hui e ii 
easy to undcrst.ind how <>m< i.m lu 
wandeiing about p.itticulails when i* 
IS so vital that the team Ix' I'lvii'i . 
good si.iri’' I ihink this is even woi ,< 
than geiruig iim out In laii. iu w.i. 
run out But what i mean is ttiai il it 
was due ro ,i misuiuU i standim’ be , 
tween the batsmen iH-tausi- o) vvimig 
calling Anvway, with that wu k« i 
down It III ought in I)ili|i Vengsaikai, 
and Botham bowled him a b.dl whict' 
pitched up and Dilip tiled l'< d'l'i i 
iliin'i leally think he put de I d' 
Weight behind the shot and 'i- • :il'. 
tickled It and Chris I'ainif u>< 
















‘the slip 

Vishy cdme in after the drinks inter¬ 
val which was taken immediately after 
Vengsarkar’s dismissal- Vishy was 
under severe pressure, but it's at such 
stages that tne best in Vishwanath 
comes out and though it was not exact¬ 
ly the best it was certainly the best as 
far as Vishy has been concerned m the 
last few games He played some su- 
I pet b shots and showed how stupid it is 
I foi peoiilc to ask tor his sacking from 
i the team His poor form in the pre- 
I vious s(‘i ifs has been a source of worry 
! not only to him but also to the other 
^ learn menihers and to the cricket lov- 
j ers III India But I feel this little 
inning - ol 17 have turned the corner 
foi him He has spared no effort to try 
. and I eg-iiii his fui m He has lost a lot of 
weight In tact, he i$ looking far more 
, trimmer than evet at anv stage over 



Umpm Ramas*iKnf and Fletcher inspect the damaged spot while Bothem looks on 



the past five years 

Betoie that I had fallen to Botham 
caught behind by Taylor, just two balls 
before that 1 played forward to 
Botham and found that my glove got ; 
entangled with the chain 1 wear and it ' 
broke This chain has been with mt ; 
right through my career and the only ' 
other time it broke off was when I was . 
playing in Hn^and in 1971 and the | 
result was quite similai to the one ! 
here John Snow that time had knock ; 
ed out my middle stump This time the 
only consolation about my two dismis¬ 
sals here was that they have been fully 
due to the credit of the bowler and not 
to the looseness of stroke on my part-1 
was playing much more confidently in 
this innings than the first. There was a 
lot of pressure because it was the first 
Test match and the first innings but I 
was much more confident in the 
second knock and also felt that i was 
batting much better. 

Sandeep Patil, who foUuwed me, | 
played some good shots before he fell | 
to a slightly casual stroke That’s when ' 
he tried to flick a ball to leg, missed 
and was leg before to Botham on the 
stroke of lunch. It was at this stage 
during the lunch time that I was i 
pondei ing over promoting Ravi Shas- 
tn because I did not want—at the 
same time—two aggressive players at 
the wicket and both who were under 
pressure. One would have been Kirti 
Azad and the other, Vishwanath That 
would have been Kim's normal num¬ 
ber so I sent in Ravi Shastri, who has 
probably a more mature head than 
many other senior people in the team 
He responded to the promotion in a 
most revealing manner, playing 
straight down the line and kept within 
his limitations and not missing scoring 
opportunities Instead of scoring 
boundaries he was looking tor the ones 
and twos which is just the kind of 
thing chat should be done in Test 
cnckiet 

In the meanwhile, Vishwanath had 
fallen after that little innings. Kirti 
stuck around again till tea time before 
Emburey claimed him with one that ; 









. turned in tbnt little bit etad Kirti not 
offering a stroke was leg before Kapil 
and Shastri planned some very good 
(.ricker and took the score along and it 
was unfortunate that Shasm fell leg 
tMiforc to the ball that kept low from 
Dilley Many thought that the ball 
would have gone down the leg side but 
the umpires are the best judges and 
we have to accept their decision 

Kirmani followed soon after, trying 
to glance one and with the faintest 
edge Bob Taylor claimed that leg side 
,:aich and that brought in Maddn to 
loin Kapil At this stage Kapil decided 
to play his normal aggressive game 
ind he played a variety of thrilling 
allots, having the crowd on its feet 
\g.ijn, It was the last over before 
tumps that brought about Kapil’s 
uuvviifall who fell leg beioie to Willis 
I he hall was tending lu kei p low anti 
Uapil paid the pcnaltv loi pl.ijing it on 
■he back foot 

\\>' were now ,110 luiis ahead and 

111 ' the last pail in obsiouslv any 
'll!' added by the last wicket will 
(Ittiuiiely be handy, but what I would 
like to mention is that we base scored 
I iif runs and England have vet to sc oie 
I hem 

This will be the Icnirth consecutive 
lest we will be finishing inside the 
stipulated time of five days Unless 
there is a big stand between Madan 
and Dilip Dushi I know Doshi can bat 
piofessionally if he wants to and we all 
know Madan can play some very good 
shots 

All I can say is that it was a day 
where fortunes fluctuated both Eng- 
, land’s way and ours What a pity that 
i the Bombay crowd has hardly been 
' able to see good baosmanship Wickets 
have fallen so quickly that a Bombay- 
' man must be a disappointed person 
, after having watted so long for the 
; Test to begin This must be a dis- 
' appointing performance indeed 

W HAT a tremen¬ 
dous sKtory—dis 
missing the England 
side in less than 10 
oveis, .ind |ust a little 
over two hours, without 
using mir spinners ex- 
i ei)t tor the one over by 
Dilip Doshi' It was a great feat 
I did not, and I am suie the other 
members of the Indian side too, expect 
the victory to come by as big a margin 
as we finally achieved, and as quickly 
as It happened We were conficleiit at 
the start of the day's play And our 
confidence was given a boost bv the 
runs added bv Madan l,,al and Doshi 
Dilip has come to India’s rescue with 
his batting quite often, though he still 
gets out in a disappointing manner 
Madan Lai played sensibly and took 
the runs when they were available and 
when the target was heightened by 24 
runs It was obviously just the kind of 
charging the Indian team needed in 
. the dressing room—to go out and have 
a go at the Englash batsmen 
Kapil started it, having Gooch 
caught behind and then followed up in 
the next over by having Chris Tavare 


; 4th day 
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ILt Ifw ortier end' 
Madan’s odd ball was keeping low, but 
he varied bis movement very intel¬ 
ligently. In the first couple of uverii he 
(ended to bowl short which gave Cow¬ 
er and Boycott the opportunity to pick 
some runs. But from the thud ovei 
onwaids he banged on the target He 
wa.s pitching it and doing pist that 
htile bit, moving it both wavs to keep 
tiip batsman guessing. 

On this wicket, unless you played 
light forward, threie was always the 
ihance of being leg betoie with the 
hall keeping low, and this is exactly 
lOiat Madan managed to do when he 
struck Boycott half toi wai d Thei e was 
1)0 doubt that Geott was leg before 
Madan followed that up by bagging 
Flelcher, who has a tendency to move 
across, and this time, the incoming biill 
beat his hat andlliit.hjm just above ihe 
ankle ot his back tool No doubt about 
• Ills decision eithei 
Just before that Dayid Cowei had 
l.illcn to Kapil (iowei has a habii of 
'-liullling a bit and then neiihei plays 
loiuaid not back And Kapil I'ut him 
in a lot of tiouble duiing the 
senes when he got him leg betoie two 
ot thiee times and missed anotliei 
iloselv in the Lord’s Test. Just beloii' 
he was dismissed, liower survived a 
confident appeal foi caught behind 
when he tiled to glance Kapil 

Lmhurev w'ho was piomoied uf) the 
III del tiled to plas a little ditfeieiitiv 
He tried lo steji foiwarcl and plav 
Madan iioin out side (he cic'ase as (he 


baiS was keepingW. 8titilMi*n iban- 
aged to move one ball away and 
Emburey edged it to the slip. 

Botham, in the meantime, decided to 
play the kind of game he knows best 
and that is to attack And he played 
some good shots, one square cut oft 
Kapil and in the first over after lunch 
a straight massive hit into the stands 
tor a SIX Kapil had his i evenge in the 
next over when Botham tried to repeat 
this shot and Kirti A/ad at mid off 
made no mistake to take the catch 
With that wicket gone it was all over 
for Lngland and Madan chipped in 
with two beautiful deliveries—one 
that knocked back (!raham Dilley’s 
middle stump, and one that beat and 
bowled Bob Tavlor 

Willis and I'nderwuod defied the 
attack foi some time and showed us 
that it the propel applic ation was 
theie I nglaiid could have reached the 
target Kilt 1 think credit should go 
tullv to oui bow lei s lor I he wav they 
hoveled Kapil, we all know, is a woild 
class pi'itoiniei and a team man to the 
coie in tact vou can'i tmd a bettei one 
than Kapil 

Madan, aftei a long absence tiom 
Test cricket, had a lot lo piove And he 
did that wondeilulls Heie is aiuithei 
mail vs'ho will do just about anything 
possible frii the team and his bowling 
peiioimance was tiomenclous 

(Jill fielding again was of Inst rate 
Patil was not on the tield because ot a 
stomach upset and that is also a re- 
iiiai kable fe.ituie ot this Test Six ot us 



Kapil 


in the team weie down with upset 
stomachs'in the fiisi moining Kirma- 
ni, the night befoie, was until to play 
as he had a verv bad attack of gastio- 
eniiitis 

But, we all were on the field except 
Sandec'p Gbulam Parkar substituted 
for him and added an extia edge to our 
fielding Pdikai is an exc client tuMdc'r 

Although we have won the fnst lest, 
the batsmen in the side have to piiil 
their weight in the next Test matches 
against England It was entirelv oui 
bowlers* victory and (he batsmen in 
the side have to gird up their loins to 
gel big scores and occupy the crease 
much longer than thev have lieen 
doing so far We have only a week, 
before the second Test stalls at Banga¬ 
lore, to sort out OUI pioblems and 
organise out technique Bur whai is 
most impoitant is that the haisnien 
should set themselves to a la. gel of 
remaining at the crease toi lioiirs 
instead of going for the i uns I think 
the iongei ihev can stay at the wicket 
the more runs will come' India’s way 
And in our climate-the heat and 
humiditv—the longot the Indian bats¬ 
men Slav at the wicket, the more is the 
chance of the English bowleis’ getting 
rued 

Bangalore normally is a good flat 
wicket and the batsfnen should look 
forward lo the Test match there. Bow¬ 
lers have dominated at Bumbav, may 
be the batsmen will dominate at Bang¬ 
alore Well. It’s not KM) far 

Pics NIKHIL BHATTACHARYA 


Tdvdfe m lime Irom bemq run out 
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News: National 


NAI DUNIA FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT 

Punjab Police win the title 


A NUMBER of top teams of the 
country, like Punjab Police, 
BSF, Railway Football Club, BNR, 
George Telegraph, EME (Secunder¬ 
abad), ASC (Hyderabad), Western 
Railway (Bombay), CRPF (Neemuch), 
Delhi Police, RAC (Bikaner) and West¬ 
ern Command Airforce (Delhi), took 
part in this year’s Nai Duma Football 
tournament, held in Indore recently, 
I which is the most prestigious competi- 
j tion of Madhya- Pradesh. 

I In a most frustrating final, Punjab 
Police, who did not impress the Indo- 
. rites till the semi-final stage, com¬ 
pletely outplayed BSF throughout the 
90 minutes to win the handsome tro¬ 
phy However, they could not manage 
more than one goal which proved to be 
the match-winner But the score is not 
.the true indication of the one-sided 
nature of the match Punjab Police 
entered the ground with undaunted 
and irrepressible spint while on the 
other hand, BSF seemed to be suffer¬ 
ing from a crisis of confidence 


But, BSF started with a bang, with 
linkman Kesho Kiipal (skippei) giving 
an immaculate through-pass to centre- 
forward Pradip Kumar, who finding 
himself blocked, passed the baP on to 
right-wingei, ex-international Nand 
Kishore, who had only to tap the ball 
home But he failed As if to make up 
for this mistake, Nand Kishore in the 
next minute, booted the ball to the 
corner of the goal-post on leceiving a 
pass from left-winger Balkumai, but 
the Punjab Police custodian Jhalman 
Singh made a remaikable save, leap¬ 
ing high and fisting the ball ovei the 
post for a coiner 

Thereafter, it was all Punjab Police, 
who set the pace of the game, with 
their 24-year-old light in Ralwinder 
and 21-year old right-winger Jagdev 
playing with beautiful combination 
and amazing rapidity A Guru Nanak 
University boy, Jagdev, is one of the 
fastest wingers in the country today, 
and Balwinder one of the the finest 
dribblers and opportunists Jagdev 


doBs not only run akuig dm Um and 
lobs to others, biit cuts in quickly to < 
either shoot home or send ■ good paw , < 
to the danger zone for others to score. 
Ralwinder, likewise, is also ■ dashing 
layer, who, being a right-inner, dril^ 
les beautifully, but, unlike the Ben¬ 
gal forwards who use only short-passet 
sometimea wasting time with square- 
passes and even back passes, catches 
the opposing defence on the wrong¬ 
foot by suddenly switching over to 
long-passes from short-ones Moreov¬ 
er, tie has a powerful finish to score 

The forwards and likemen of both 
teams interchanged positions fre¬ 
quently This requires tremendous sta¬ 
mina and speed, which were the forte 
of Punjab Police. In the 28th minute of 
the first Igrlf, Balwinder passed to 
centi e-forward Darshan who in turn 
sped away to the right flank and from 
there gave a neat pass back to Balwin¬ 
der who shot home from close a power¬ 
ful first timci which left the BSF custo¬ 
dian Charanjit helpless Being 0-1 
down, BSF should have come into the 
attack But, that did not happen. On 
the contrary Punjab Police continued 
to put pressure on their opponents and 
switched over to man-to-man marking, 
never allowing BSF to dominate the 
proceedings 

After the breather, Jagdev shot a 
powerful grounder which went inches 
past the second-pole After this, the 
BSF right-winger Nand Kishore did 


Punjab Police skipper laspal receiving Ihe Nai Duma trophy from the MP Chief Minister Arjun Singh (nght) 
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alotiwiig Batarialitod. Aad, jint right 
uunutes bafon the end, Nand Kishore 
n.icM>d die chance of his lifetime to 
score wldi die Punjab Police custodian 
falling out of position. 

Throughout the final, ex- 
intemational Gurdev Singh was sitting 
beside the sidelines. Ine glittering 
trophy was presented to die Punjab 
Pouce by the Madhya Pradesh Chief 
Minister, Mr. Arjun Singh. 

Commenting on the victory, Punjab 
Police Manner, Mr. Dharam Singh, 
ex-international hockey full-back, 
said' “We played according to our 
plan. We had decided not to allow the 
BSF forwards, especially Nand 
Kishore to take the initiative. He was 
closely marked by our stoppers, Jaspal 
and Joginder. We had also decided to 
interchange positions and to change 
the pace of the game I think Jagdev, 
Balwinder and custodian Jhalman 
Singh are promising Indian pros¬ 
pects." 

In the semi-final encounters, Punjab 
Police easily beat BNR, Calcutta, 3-0 
and BSF (five times winner of the 
Durand Cup), outclassed Western 
! Railway (Bombay) 4-1. In the first 
match, Punjab Police likeman Balbir 
shot at the goal from a distance of 40 
yards, and the ball, after landing be¬ 
fore the BNR custodian, swerved into 
the net The second goal was scored by 


After the bmther, Ravi adM one 
more to his tally to make it 3-0 for 
Punjab. One must say that BNR got 
ample chances to score but their most 
dangerous forward Vir Babu missed as 
many as two sitters. In fact, poor 
shooting and short-passing were the 
reasons for the failure of the Bengal 
teams who greatly disappointed the 
large crowd at Indore. The Bengal 
teams were easily outplayed by the 
North Indian and Western Indian 
teams. Western Railway (Bombay), the 
giant-killers of this tournament shock¬ 
ed the much-fancied Railway Football 
Club, Calcutta, 4-0 in the quarter¬ 
finals. However, RFC were playing 
without the services of three of their 
regular players. But this was no reason 
for giving a lack-lustre display Their 
star stopper-back Balai Chakrobony 
seemed to be over the hill, and their 
reserve custodian Kiran Roy guarded 
the post like a novice. Before the 
breather, winger Shankar Ghosh mis¬ 
sed a sitter in front of the Western 
Railway goal. 

It must be admitted that the West¬ 
ern Railway forwards, especially D’se- 
na and Prahlad, both called for the 
all-India coaching camp at Bombay, 
put up outstanding performances 
throughout the competition 

The reason for Hyderabad’s ouster 
might have been the absence of four of 
their star players who played here last 


Punjab Priica played dmlr 
match against Jamshedpur Youth 
Club and were on the verge of brine 
knocked out of the tournament till IS 
minutes before the end, no one could 
have visualised that Punjab Police 
would, in the end, be the title-holders. 
For, in that match, the Youth Club 
shot into the lead through left-out 
Arun Chakroborthy. Till the 55th mi¬ 
nute, Punjab Police could not equal¬ 
ise. It was at this stage that Gurdev 
came into the ground and immediately 
sent a long pass to right-out Jagdev 
who sprinted down, cut in, dribbled 
right into the penalty-area and shot 
home the equaliser. Just one minute 
before the final whistle, Balwinder 
scored the match-winner. Punjab 
Police also had to cross a stiff hurdle 
in the quarters against RAC (Bikaner) 
whose cx-international Magan Singh, 
now 38, is still as agile as ever, 'nil 
half-time it was alt RAC in the Punjab 
Police territory with centre-half Reh- 
maii giving an outstanding perform¬ 
ance and forwards Riyasat A|i and 
Magan Singh keeping the Police de¬ 
fence busy. But, once again, after the 
breather, Gurdev Singh was brought in 
and he gave a long through pass to 
Jagdev who made it 1-0 for his team. 
Thereafter, Punjab Police only strug 
gled to hang on to the lead. 

SUJEET MOhANTY, Indore 
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Seeds graveyard 




T he Central India table tennis 
championship, held at Indore le- 
: cently, proved to be the gtaveyard of 
almost all the top-seeded players who 
took part in it The women’s events 
1 saw upsets galore, which pointed to 
I the fallacy in the norms by which 
players for the Indian team aie 
selected Laxmi Karanth (TN), 
selected in the Indian squad tot the 
postponed Pentangulars, Nepal, lust in 
the pre-quartets to unseeded Vinu 
jPhadke (Delhi), failing to qualitv tm 
the league Vyoma Shah, a familiar 
face in the Indian squad, stood a lowlv 
sixth, playing a push-and-nluck game 
..nd often failing to position herself 
.Again, Snigdha Mehta who has been 
playing for quite .some time in the 
fndiaii team and known foi her lethal 
t‘'p-spins proved no match for the 
sivhsh left-hander Rita Jam (Rail¬ 
ways), whose angled blocking and 
Loiinter attacks found Snigdha de- 
tencelc'ss, Snigdha lost 1-3 to Rita and 
came a cropper occupying the seventh 
spot Rita, the 23 years old 1974 
National Junior champion has cone 
back to the national table tennis scene 
aftei a lapse ol three years and is 
emerging as a toiceful and attacking 
left-hander Her jabbing is reminis¬ 
cent ol Dilip Lakhani and it is a 
pleasure to see her position heiself 
perfectly foi unleashing her lightning 
foiehand kills In her match against 
international Vyoma Shah, Rita Jain 
took a three-fold strategy of short 
service, top-spin and kill And she 
defeated Vyoma convincingly by .1 1 
But, losing narrowly to the ultimate 
champion N'andnii Kidkaini by 2-1 
Rita Jam finished third with unsecded 
Vmu Phadke occupying the fourth 
spot 

Another great performance was put 
up by Maharashtra’s Kashniira Patel 
who beat Shailaja Salokhe 3-0 to ieach 
the tinals Kashmira easily tackled 
Shatlaja's loose backhand chops by 
immaculate driving The irony of the 
women’s event was that both the final¬ 
ists, Nandini Kulkarni, the second 
seed and Kashmira Patel, the top seed, 
were above the age of 25 and were not 
being considered for selection to the 
Indian team under the so-called direc¬ 
tive of the Indian Government not to 
select playeis above 25 years, though 
ironically this rule does not apply to 
either soccei or hockey Here, it ought 
to be noted that both Jill Hammersly 
of England (four times Commonwealth 
champion) and Lee Songh Sook of 
Nofth Korea are above 25 and are still 
members of their national squad 

If Kashmira Patel, the top seed, lost 
in the finals to the second seed Nandi¬ 
ni Kulkarni 1-3, it was only due to her 
own mistakes In the first game Kash¬ 
mira swept Nandini off her feet with 


slow sfivice and by slowing the tempo 
of the game She won 21-lS But in the 
second game, with Kashmoa leading 
2IJ-1K, Nandini came fioni behiiuf lo 
win at 24 22 N.ttidmi bloi led and 
labbed evt'rvthiiig that kashmii.i tried 
and in the pioiess won manv iieg.itivo 
pciints 111 the ihiid game, once again 
Kashmiia was leading 13 5, but at 
19-14. in tavoui ot Kashmira, a .sudden 
spurt of fuiceful dnc«‘s and lov<-lv 
ungulai placements fi'<m Nandini saw 
the champion win the game- 21 19 The 
fouith game was a cakewalk loi Nandi 
III. who won 11 2111 

One day beloie the tinals, Kashmir:! 
I’aic-I told “I c.r.i iievet 

win against Nandim" 

Nevet beloie the Ontral India 
tournament had witnessed such shock 
mg upsets with the first toui positions 



.j^ UiOtta ti«B. uyU'jgiM’lfim'P 
tthseedatel Kidwife Gn«r(«dft ftHnar 
ashtra), the brother of intematioMl 
Sujoy Ghorpade, knocked out 
seeded Sriram of Maharashtra 3-1 tO- 
the pre-quarters Unorthodox SnrBni| 
who plays close to the table, seemea' 
no match for the smashing forehand' 
kills ol his adversary Again fourth 
seeded Rajat Katnuria, anothei inter*, 
national, was brushed aside by un* 
seeded Niti-sh Vyas of Mahai ashtra in 4 
the pr«-quarteis No longer is Rajat4 
last 

I 

The other international who failed j 
to qualify for the league was Sujoy 
Ghorpade of Maliaiashtra, the third' 
seed, who lost to Satbir Singh of Jam-; 
mu and Kashmir by 1 3 in the quarters. 
Only .second seeded ('liundrashekhar 
of Tamil Nadu and filth .seeded Kam- 
lesh Mehta of Maharashtra, both inter-' 
nationals, showed some promise. Kam- 
lesh Mehra with hts last double* 
flunked attack, angled placements, 
peifeci pbbing and blocking never' 
allowed international Manmeet Singh 
to settle down in the league match and 
won 3 1 to enter the final But the final 
lietween the national champion C'han- 
drashekhar and Kamlesh Mehta saw 
little thrill with Chandrushekhar play¬ 
ing an intelligent game varying h’is' 
services and effectively executing the 
loop drives Never did he allow Kam- 
lesn to play his usual game 

The national champion told Sport- 
sv/orld, “1 always kept the ball near 
the net to block Kamlesh's double- 
flanked attack". Oi. the oilier hand 
Kamlesh said, “I failed lo get my 
diives aAu this caused my downfall”. 

I'he boys’ section, however, saw the 
greatest upset when tup seeded Satbir 
Singh, the conqueror of Sujoy Ghor- - 
pade in the men’s group, was edged 
out by unseeded Kunal Kashyap of 
Maharashtra 2-3. Kunal ultimately 
reached the finals, hut lost to second, 
seeded Arunjyoti Barua of A.sSam 2-3 
Barua is a model of physical fitness. 

The girls’ singles was won by Yha 
national champion Niyuti Roy of 
Maharashtra. She was the third seed in 
this competition and beat top seeded 
Meeta .Sinha Roy in a lack-lustre final. 
But the girl who showed great promise 
was Jyoti Mehta ol MP who, though 
seeded only fourth in the giils’ Sub- 
juniors, won the title cieieating 
Haseena Jam of Guiarat. Hu* it was 
t*ven more pleasing to see Jyoti, uii- 
seeded in the girls' section, come lifth 
in this event defeating sixth seeded 
Tina D Sudan of Delhi m the pre 
quartets Thus she entered the league. 
One wonders how Jvou Mehta has 
learnt the art of side spins, hitherto 
seen only in Manmeet Singh The 
.Siib-)unior title in the boys’ section 
was won by Vasant Bharadwa) of Kar¬ 
nataka, another promising piosiiect 


i SUJEET MOHANTY. Itidoto 
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News : international 


WORLD BILLIARDS 

Michael Ferreira 
does it again 

It was a struggle between Norman, the 
artiste and Mike, the artisan, says S. K. 
MEHRA 

I T went by the hook Smart money was on Michael 
Ferreira, even at prohibitive odds, to win the World 
Amateur Billiards title again And with reason Holder of 
eight world records, he set foui mote on the way to the final 
at New Delhi's Maurya Sheraton Hotel Mike duly obliged 
but not before he had been put through the wringer by 
iwite former champion, Norman Dagley 
Billiards players, like ciicketers, tend to improve in each 
era Right now, it would be easy to acclaim Ferreira as the 
best among them all, not forgetting the professionals But 
then, IS he^ A moot question this because Dagley, in his 
tally, all but sidelined Ferreira It was Dagley the artiste 
against Ferreira the artisan 
I erreira himself joined in paying high tribute to Dagley 
attei his triumph “Today 1 have beaten the best player in 
the game My title win at the expense of Yorkshireman Bob 
C lose in Melbourne was hardly as stifling,” he said before 
he received the Arthur Walker Trophy from Mr Kapil 
Mohan, Tuesday last 

Dpinions may differ about who i"< the champion of 
champions—both have now won the title twice—but one 
thing IS certain The pair co-operated to provide eight hours 
ol torrid, blisteiing, nail-biting suspense A meie 94 points 
win (2725 to 2631) was all that Ferreira could gain after he 
had led by over 900 points at one stage 
There wcic enough wild swings to delight kitblitzer and 
the bookmaker This is how it went Norman in lead by over 
500 points Mike bounces back, goes ahead after the first 


day's four hours The next day. Mike all but put himself out 
of the reach of his opponent 
Dagley knew he was in a “no-win” position but he fou|^l 
back He had the full house stomping, wildly cheering as na 
cut the lead to a mere 46 That was when Ferreira 
repeatedly asked foi the minutes left for play. These were 
mercifully tew 

Wheie then to begin the tale of this tempestuous final in 
which there were no villiaiis, only heroes Should it be ftom 
where Dagley, stroking superbly well, galloped to a 571* 
point lead after 16 visits. Or fiom where Ferreira took over 
and ended 348 points ahead after 44 visits to the close of 
the first day’s two sessions. 

The next day Feiieira enhanced his margin to 909 before 
Dagley got in the act Three power breakdowns failed to 
taze him as he relentlessly cut the arrears He was in full 
cry. bur still short by 94 points, when the clock chimed the 
end oi the match Ferreira sighed in relief. Dagley, smiling 
as ever, extended his hand in congratulations 
This many-splendoured final somewhat erased the mem¬ 
ory .if mostly one-sided matches in the two pool league and 
the semi-final matches Only Ferieira and Dagley were star 
class among the 14 contestants 
The others who left impressions were Lateef Amir Bux, 
Subhash Aggarwal and Joe Grech. 

Ajmei-born Lateef, tepresenting Pakistan, has the most 
otential This was Lateef’s fust international—in fact, he 
as not stepped out of Karachi—and he made <t to the 
sc-mi-final. 

He has the petal-soft Laff ir touch Lateef nudges the ball, 
mesmerises it almost gives the impression of pushing. 
Lateef. who eschews the heroics, has all the attributes of a 
professional. He has the ability to close down the game. A 
vear nr two on the international circuit should see him 
troubling the world's best 

Subhash Aggarwal, suit* of touch and quickly on the 
mark, is far too venturesome The second best in India, 
played to the gallery mure often than nut He will have to 
slow down the puce to make it to the stars. He set two world 
marks for fast scoring but fell flat against both the finalists 
Joe Grech failed to get going but when he did, he looked 
real good, as against Ferreira The Malta champion is young 
enough to be given another chance 
Woild meets are no novelty in the capital Hosting the 
tournament provided no difficulty, not after the Delhi 
Billiards and Snooker Association gained the patronage of 
helpful politicians and obliging businessmen, not onlv that, 
technical help came from many quarters to make this an 
outstanding show 






WORLD CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP 

A nervous man 
bows out 

For all his sound and fury, VICTOR 
KORCHNOI, the self-exiled Russian 
chess player, proved no match for the 
reigning world champion ANATOLY 
KARPOV during the 49-day cham- 
pinnsh'p h^'d rec»=‘ntly at Merano, Italy 
HIMANISH GOSWAMI reviews the 
competition 

Worid chess champion Anatoly Karpov 



V ERY few people, apart from chess enthusiasts, cared tu 
follow the World Chess Championship which took place 
at Merano, Italy, from October 1 to November 19 this year 
In all, 18 games were played—much fewer than those of the 
1978 World Championship in which 32 games were played 
On both occasions the challenger was the same—Victor 
Korchnoi, now 50, the man who twice sought to topple 
Anatolv Karpov, the 30 years old reigning champion, from 
the thione of world chess, but only to fail Both of them are 
Russians, but, while Karpov is a darling boy and an ‘ideal 
utiren' of the Soviet Union, Korchnoi has been a non¬ 
person in the eyes of the Soviet authorities, his name being 
seldom mentioned in the Russian mass media, after he 
defected to ilie West in 1976 Now he is in the process of 
acquiring Swiss citi/enship. 

Korchnoi left Soviet Union sans his wife and son Igor, 
who IS now in Siberia serving a prison term Korchnoi 
wished to have with him both his wife and son, but the 
Soviet authorities have so far not issued any visa, and 
Korchnoi thinks it to be a part of their design to prevent 
him from playing the game properly with an undisturbed 
mind Korchnoi even threatened not to participate m the 
championship, unless the .Soviet authoiities allowed his 
laniily to leave the country FIDE, the world body ol chess 
postponed the stait of the match by one month to give the 
Soviet government time to giant visas to Korchnoi’s wife 
and son Everybody wondered whether the championship 
would at all take place, and even Kaipov thought for a timf 
that It was not going to be held 
Almost everything in Russia is aiiailied to poliiiis, 
including then most favourite game, chess Accoiding to 
then leaciers, every citizen should be a political person. He 
must he ‘proud’ of being a Soviet uti/eu. must defend it 
against the 'capitalist hyenas’ And today the Russians .,ic 
seeking lo prove their supremacy over the non communist 
world through chess No wonder, therefore, that alter the 
Meiano victory Karpov’s first act was to send a telegiam to 
Soviet President Leonid Bre/hiiev, saying, “Youi wish has 
l)>-en tiiltillecl ” 

But what did Koichiiui do that even his name is not 
mentioned publicly in the Soviet Uiiion'-* He was a star and 
;i heio only a few years back What went wrong"* 

i’he Soviet supieinacy ovei since 1927 in inteinational 
chess was almost taken loi granted both in the Soviet Union 
and outside Most of the iiiteinational tournaments and 
matches weie won by the Russians The people ol Kicssia 
could never dieam that the woild champions could come at 
all irom outside the Soviet soil But that belief was ' 
completely sli.iitered when Spassky, one ol the foremast 
Soviet che.ss plavets lost the world championship co Bobby 
Fischc'i The ilefoat was attributed to the slipshod way in 
which the toj) plavei or the couiiuy planned and eccxuted 
his moves Spasskc came under tremendous fire Others 
also weic iiicludt.il m the list cit persons who weic- severely 
ctitici/ed It included Koiclmoi too, who, despite being a 
great playei, was not considered stiong enough lo deal with 
Bobby Fisc liei They thought of Kai pov—at that time only 
21, lull of luoriiise and dvnamism. cool-headed as well as 
I iniagiriative, a bi illiant positional player lemitiisccnt of the 
j gieat Cuban t^ipabiaiiia—as the fittest player to challenge 
1 Hobbv the oldei ones having shown then weaknesses and 
I disappointed tile couniivmeu They tlioiighl that even if 
Bobbv lefiised lo plav again and the iiown passed on to the 
challengei bv ,letaiili, it should pass on to a person who had 
iievi i played with f iscliei, so that the world would not be 
able to s>iy that the crown had passed on to an undeserving 
pel son But Korchnoi was not convinced He refused to bow 
to this opinion His argument was that since both he and 
Karpov were likelv to be reduced to novices by Fischei, he 
(because he thought himself better than Karpov) should 
face I-ISC her so that Karpov, a younger player, was not 
h’lmiliated His leasoiiing was sound, perhaps, but it did 
not convince the Soviet chess oiganizers 
In 1974 Karpov and Korchnoi, till then good friends, 
fought to decide who should face Fischer. Koichnoi lost to 
young Karpov the right to challenge Fischer. Korchnoi, who 
lost 2-3. said after the match. "1 still think Lam a blMhet' 


well, ana in ly/o ne uea rne country m disgust But deep in 
his mind was the determination to challenge Karpov some 
Jay When Karpov was crowned in 1975, as Fischer refused 
to play, he came back into the scene and challenged the 
new champion. 

At' Merano, therefore, it was not surprising that the 
atmosphere was charged with tremendous hostility. But 
there was also a distinct ray of hope that the match would 
be played through and that Korchnoi would not resort to 
dramatics. The first day’s game started in icy silence, both 
Sides being fully aware of Uieir responsibilities towards the 
game itself. If the match had been abandoned for any 
reason whatsoever, the chess lovers of the world would 
have been disapjpointed and never pardoned whoever they 
thought responsible. Korchnoi is a thoroughbred chess 
player, and he would not like to see the match abandoned 
for something that was the cause of his own fight against 
the Soviet chess officials. On the other hand, cool and 
composed, Karpov was not given to tantrums, and so the 
world chess enthusiasts hoped that the championship 
would not be abandoned. 

It became clear from the very beginnmg that the 
challenger was no match for the crown holder. In the first 
tour games the result was 3-0 in Karpov's favour. Like 
cricket, chess also has its own uncertainties To some extent 
It can be a predictable game, if it happens to be played 
between a weak and a strong player But when the tight is 
between two very strong players, it is almost impossible to 
predict the results Korchnoi was a good fighter and was 
able to ride over very difficult situations And chess fans all 
over the world hoped Korchnoi would at least show his leal 
strength 

But nothing like that happened His nerves failed Was it 
because of his age^ Maybe, but experts would probably 
disagree because his match and tournament records after 
1978 did not suggest so One can never know what went 
wrong with him It is not known how Morphy lost his mind 
when he was the most powerful chess player in the world, or 
why Fischer never showed up for any chess match oi 
tournament after winning the crown It was not possible to 
go into the mind of Korchnoi to find out the reason why he 
played this match so badly scoring only two against 
Karpov’s six In 1978 he did much better by scoring five 
against Karpov’s six At that time Karpov nearly lost the 
cl own 

Karpov won the 1st, 2nd, 4th, 9th, 14th and 18th games, 
while Korchnoi only 6th and 13th. In all 18 games were 
played, much less than those of any world championships in 
modem times. Korchnoi offered no excuse. He admitted be 
played badly, particularly the first four games. 

Whatever might have been the reasons, Korchnoi was 
quite nervous from the very beginning. He became excited 
easily, fidgeted, and if one believes Karpov, even used 
insulting words against him Karpov protested in writing, 
and a warning to Korchnoi was issued along with a threat of 
imposing a fine of about $8000 if he did it again However 
the fine threat was withdrawn later 

Once, Karpov opened with an unusual move and to 
counter it Korchnoi spent an unheard of 80 minutes, thus 
wasting his playing time considerably. According to the 
rules, each player gets 150 minutes to complete 40 moves 
Korchnoi has a tendency to get into time trouble and, as a 
result, has to make too many moves in too short a period of 
time But, this time, taking so much time to counter the first 
move he broke all previous records. 

No doubt, Korchnoi was low in spirit and was dismtegiat- 
rng He said before the championship starred that he was 
fiuing to play with two pawms already down, meaning that 
his wife and son were not with him 

As the scene emerges now, in chess Russia is still miles 
ahead of others The 1972 disaster was only an accident—an 
aberration—and is not likely to happen again in foresee¬ 
able future In the next three years, it is possible that a 
^•oviet player will challenge Karpov once again The only 
other possibility is Bobby Fischer’s re-emergence That 
chess genius will be just 41 in 1984, quite fit to win the 
world championship, age-wise, and he may by that tune 
study and prepare himself enough to battle his way to the 
top to challenge Karpov. 
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helps strengthen your gums 
while it cleans your teeth 

Gum troubles could mean loss of healthy teeth 

>■^■11 Dentists say that if teeth are not (leaned 
properly a thin layer of baiteria railed 
Aplaque, which forms around your 
pvjBAPI teetli and gums, starts ao iirnulating 

Ij This leads to tartar which weakens and 
1 U y j pushes away gums causing even 

healthy teeth to (all out Ciuni troubles 
(an also harm health in general 
Forhan’s protection for the gums 

SpiPmi Dr I'urhan's exclusive (orniula with 
Its special asirinijent strengthens 
p, gums tcj help you resist gum troubles 

I ' So brush your teeth and massage 

I j your gums with I orhan's'loothpasli'and 

* . J furhan’s Double Action Toothbrush ^ 
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Announcing some exciting prizes for 
some very exciting cricket this series. 


From Blow Plast-the company that believes in 

good performance. 

For the India-England test series 

Rs. 20,000 for tlw 
“£itsiiiaii of the Series” 

The batsman with the highest aggregate 
runs in 6 tests from either team 

Re. 20,000 for the 
“Bowler of the teles” 

The bowler with the highest aggregate 
wickets in 6 tests from either team 

Come on,India! 

Rs. 20,000 
for every test win 

Every time India wins the test team 
will gel Ihe prize 

Rs. 50,000 
fmr winning the series 

A bonus of Rs SO 000 for the Indian test 
team tor winning the senes 




We.at Blow Plast,sincerely believe ip the pursuit of excellence We' 
follow It in our field of operation But we admire it in any other field as 
well So here s to an exciting cricket season Here s to the spirit of cricket 


furmw® tells class. 4m 

fnSimt Anywfhmbithsworld, 


Blow PUist Ltd 

WIPHbuM 

aac OW PrabhuMm RoaS 

















^News round-up 


\ Aslad preparations 
i in lull swing 

I JULLUNDUR: “We have plans to com- 
, plete all preparations for the Asian 
i (iames by the end of June next year, 

. but we feel confident that we can 
: complete them ahead of schedule, that 
I IS in April or May”—this was the 
, assurance ^ven by Mr Buta Singh, 

I Union Minister for Transport and 
' Shipping, when this reporter recently 
{ talked to him about the forthcoming 
Asian Games when the honourable 
minister went to Ludhiana as the chief 
guest to the third and final five-nation 
I athletic Test 

: “The Asian Games villages with 853 
I blocks are fast coming up. They will be 
; sufficient to accommodate over 5,000 
i officials, players, coaches, managers 
I and other dignitaries,” said the minis- 
I ter with a sense of pride. “There will 
I be four dining halls where we will be 
i able to serve the meals to about 2,000 
people at a time,” he added. 

Replying to questions about the par¬ 
ticipation of foreign teams, he said 
that about 30 countries were expected 
to take part in the Games “For the 
participants we have built one mini 


hospital along with two recreational 
theatres.” 

Mr Singh further added that yach¬ 
ting and rowing would be staged out¬ 
side Delhi. 

Later, speaking at the prize distribu¬ 
tion ceremonjr of the athletic Test Mr 
Buta Singh said that the torch of the 
Asian Games was first ht by our Jawa- 
harlal Nehru in 1950. That spirit had 
been carried forward and the people 
would see the 1982 Asian Games to be 
organised with great efficiency and 
discipline. 

HARBANS SINQH VIRDI 

PSEB win hockey tourney 

PATNA; The ninth All-lndia Intel- 
State Electricity Board hockey tourna¬ 
ment once again proved lucky fur 
Punjab whu nad then lease over the 
glittering trophy extended for yet 
another year Having won it in the last 
two yeais, it was the third time in 
succession that Punjab lifted the no- 
phy as thev got the better of their 
neighbours, Hdiyana, by a solitary 
first half goal in the final It was a snap 
goal to which the Punjab Slate EJee 
tncity Board hung on till the very end 

Within five minutes after the kick¬ 
off Punjab made a move from the 
midfield as right-half Narendra Singh 
Sodhi passed the ball on to wingman, 
the skipper, Ishwar Mahal who in turn 
flicked It CO the insider who dribbled 
past two defenders and binding the left 


extreme Parumjit Singh unmarked, 
allowed him to have a crack. Paramjlt 
made no mistake to send the ball 
home 

Stung by it. the Haryana forwards 
started exerting pressure on ihuir riv- 
.ils mainly down the left flank On one 
occasion in the lirst halt they missed a 
surer when Prakash Chand centred 
beaiitilullv. but there was none to tap 
It in As the inatrh piogressed the 
Punjab plavei s tiled to be rough. But, 
when green card was shown to right 
half Naiendia Singh Sodhi tor danger¬ 
ously tackling llarvana's most useful 
foiwaid, Ranvir Singh, the desired 
eflect was created and the players 
lefiuiried from rough play 

By and large, the second half was 
dominated by Hat yana. but they mis¬ 
sed a tew opportunities to sioie. Qn, at 
least, half a dozen occasions the ball 
travelled daiigei ou.sly close to the Pun 
jah Kiectru ity Roaid citadel, but ev¬ 
ery time eiiliei there was iiu one to 
slam the ball in or the custodian, 
Gurinder Pal Singh, padded it away. 

The young custodian had to face the 
hardest test when niidway through the 
second session, the Haiyana outside 
right Phool Kumai made a centie to 
Raiivir Singh who promptly dispatch¬ 
ed a powerful diive at the taiget. 
Gurinder Pal steppi'd out and bril 
liantly kii ked the ball away 
PnrMKUMAIi' 
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CRI.WIZ by Eddie Dunstan 


"Be^t innings 
ever seen 
in Austraiia” 


"Probably the best innings ever seen 
in Australia" That was the verdict of Sir 
Donald Bradman on an international 
batsman's performance on the Mel¬ 
bourne Cricket Ground 

Sir Donald said those who had seen it 
had enjoyed one of the historic events of 
cricket—"they were privileged to have 
such an experience " The batsman who 
inspired this tribute had scored 254 
against Australia in an unforgettable 
display at the New Year, 1971-72 Over 
two days he batted for six hours and 16 
minutes, hitting two sixes and 15 fours 
On the first day, a Monday, he scored 
139 not out in three hours 16 minutes 
and hit 21 fours It was majestic batting, 
wrote veteran cricket critic Tom Good¬ 
man in VVisden After a rest day, the 
batsman resumed sedately but recovered 
his aggression and put on 115 more 
runs 

"It was an unforgettable display," 
wrote Goodman, "combining such ele¬ 
gance of stroke-play, power and aggres¬ 
sion that the crowds responded ecstati¬ 
cally " About 60,000 spectators, besides 
hundreds of thousands on television 
outside Melbourne, saw a master bats¬ 
man hit two sixes, 35 fours, 8 threes, 12 
twos and 62 singles He scored 50 from 
70 balls in 69 minutes, 100 from 129 
balls m 115 minutes, 150 from 231 balls 
in 261 minutes, 200 from 274 in 330 
minutes and 250 from 120 balls in 173 
minutes 

One of the fielders during a da/zling 
display was Australia's aggressive cjpen- 
er Keith Stackpole, who later wrote 
"No-one could ever hope to see a lietter 
hand " At one stage, said Stackpole, he 
was fielding at gully and Kerry 0'Kc*efte 
was third slip The ball was being 
slashed past them so savagely that "by 
the time I turned it had c rashed into the 
feme " Stackpole added. "On what's 
probably the biggest ground in the world 
that demonstrated his power He mauled 
everyone, including I illee " 

One shot oft O'Keeffe was amazing, 
said Stackpole Off the back foot the 
batsman lofted the ball effortlessly 
straight down the grtiund for six A 
partner who contributed 54 to a stand of 
186 wrote. "What a priceless memory to 
have been out there with a genius " 
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the faster the bal I sped to the pickets. I 
Twice deep extra cover didn't move a 
yard before a cover-driven ball crunched 
into the boundary." 


QUESTION 


Who put on 
this spec^cu- 
lar exhibition? 


Seven wickets were down when this 
player came to the wic ket He wrote 
"Apparently time was running out The 
fact that I managed to survive for some 
three and a half hours did perhaps 
provide one of the greatest services ever 
performed for a sporting public 
"They hootc*d and booed my defensive 
bat for I must have looked like a 
complete incompetent in comparison 
with my partner At the other end he was 
unbelievably brilliant 

"He ravaged the Australian attack like 
a mad dog in a chicken run but perhaps 
his greatest satisfaction was when Ian 
Chappell summoned Dennis Lillee to 
use the third new ball (Lillee had got 
him for a due k in the first innings). 

"I have never witnessed such merci¬ 
less slaughter The faster Lillee bawled. 




In the match marked by this great 
double century an Australian batsman 
was seriously hurt when hit in the face 
by a full toss He was rushed to hospital, 
placed m an intensive care ward and 
given 14 blood transfusions 

QUESTION Who was this 
^ batsman—an 
all-rounder 
who, in Shef¬ 
field Shield 
matches, has 
represented 
three Austra¬ 
lian States— 
Victoria, West¬ 
ern Australia 
and New 
South Wales? 

Another serious injury necessitating 
blood transfusions for the victim occur¬ 
red in Bridgetown when an Indian open¬ 
ing batsman was hit over the right ear by 
a ball from the West Indian fast bowler 
Charlie Griffith The batsman was 
rushed to hospital with a fractured skull 
and immediately underwent an 
emergency brain operation A spec lalist 
brain surgeon was flown from Trinidad 
and another operation was performed 
Three team-mates gave blood to the 
injured batsman as did the West Indies 
captain, Frank Worrell 


QUESTION I 


Who was this 
badly hurt 
batsman? 


LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS 

1 D I McGlew, in the third Test of Australia’s 
1957-58 tour of South Afnta, in Durban, 

1958 In the followinjcTest, at Johannesburfj. 
whcie South Afnca followed on 198 behind, 
McGlew played another very slow, dogged 
innings, this tune taking five hours 1J mi¬ 
nutes for 50 in a six-hour innings of 70 

2 Ken Mackay, added to the Australian party 
after the withdraw! of fellow-Queenslander 
all-rounder Ron Archer 

3 Trevor Bailey Ken Mackay’s 31 in 264 
minutes at Lord's in 1956 was scored in the 
second innings of his first Test against 
England (In the first innings he batted 160 
minutes for 38) 




Raniu Glioio 


QUESTIONS 

1 Which gpnnter won the Olympic 200m 
title by two metres even though he 
suffered a thigh injury 20m before the 
finish'^ 

2 A famous British athlete and an Au¬ 
stralian pace bowler have the same 
surname Who are they’’ 

3 About whom did Len Hutton say “He 
had qualities that even Bradman 
hadn't got'"’ 

4 Which great fast bowler was interned 
in Italy during the War, after his 

'ement'’ 

5 Which great fast bowler broke a soc¬ 
cer referee's nose with a straight left 
after disagreeing with a free-kiok deci¬ 
sion'? 

6 Which speedster thrice took two wick¬ 
ets with consecutive balls in a Test 
innings'? 

7 Which great pace bowler said that if 
he could not bowl out a number nine, 
then he ought not to be playing for 
Australia"? 

8 Which international soccer star said 
that to him the most difficult thing to 
do was “shooting corners with the left 
foot''"? 

9 Who lamented that leg-spinning is a 
"dying art" these days'? 

10 Who IS the only man to have led 
England in cricket and soccer'? 

ANSWERS 
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Question box 


rs bv Sudhil 

Ashok K Gupta. Chanpaiia 

Q Whal IS Sunil Gavaskar's date of birth '> 
A 10th July 1949 

Satyajit Sarkar, Giridih. 

Q How many Test centuries has Brad¬ 
man scored against India'? 

A Four centuries—one at Brisbane, two 
et Melbourne and one at Adelaide in 
1947-46 

Rebashish K. Ray. Dtbrugarh. 

Q. What IS Jesu Patel's Test bowling 
record? And what was his best bowling 
performance? 

A. In 7 Tests Petal bowled 1.725 baHs, 
.conbidad 07 . rune 90 , 


wickets at an average of 21 96 9 for 69 
was his best bowling performance against 
Australia at Kanpur in 1959-60 

Dainal Ahined, Dibrugarh 

Q What IS Brijesh Patels Test battinq 
record? 

A 21 Tests 38inninqs live limes not out 
972 runs. 29 I b average, one century, b 
fifties and no zero 

Somenath Mazumdar. Calcuti? 

Q Who are the three brothers wtio have 
played in the same Test? 

A G F, E M and W G Grace ot 
England against Australia at The Oval in 
1880 and Hanit, Mushtaq and Sadiq 
Mohammad of Pakistan against New Zea 
land at Karachi in 1969-70 

Prahlad Ghosh, Calcutta 

Q How IS a sports commentator 
selected? Do they need any qualilicdtion? 
A A sports commentator is 'ielr*c,ted on 
the basis of ms ability to give an exact 
picture of the game in progress 

Avtk Outta, Calcutta. 

Q Old Majid Khan ever score a century 
before lunch? If so, when and where did 
he score this? 

A Yes. in the Karacni Test against New 
Zealand in 1976-77, ho made 108 not out 
before lunch 

S Anuradha, Hyderabad 

0 How many wickets has G D McKenzie 
of Australia taken and at what cost'? 

A 246 wickets at an average of 29 78 in 
60 Tests 

Rajesh Goswami, Gauhati 

Q What IS the highest score by an 
individual in first class cricket? 

A 499 by Hanit Mohammad in Karachi vs 
Bhawalpur match at Karachi in 19f>8-r)'9 

Harjeet, Delhi 

Q Give the names and scores oi these 
who played for the Indian XI in their first 
ever Test 

A. NavIe 12 and 13 Naoomal 33 and 2b 
Wazir All 31 and 39 C K Nayudu 40 and 
10. Colah 22 and 4 Nazir Ali 13 and 6, 
Palia 1 and 1 n 0 . Lall Singh 1 b .nnd 29 
Jehangir Khnn 1 and 0 Amor Simjh b and 
51, Mohammad Nissar 1 no and 0 



Somenath Das. Calcutta 

0. How many Tests did India win in 

Australia in 1977 78'' 

A Two Tests only--'hird and fourth 

Balan Banerjee, Dum Dum 

Q What IS the dale of birth ot P Willey? 
A h 1 ? 1949 


Allauddin Ahmed, Taipur 

Q Whal IS Vongsarkar s lull name? » 
A. Uilip Balwant Vengsarkar 

G Ravindranath Puna 

Q Can botti the batsmen be declaied run 
out simullaneously if their wickets aie 
tiroken at both ends'’ 

A No 

Babu Milra, Baranagai 

0 Who was the first Indian batsman to 
score ,11 untiiry ? Wheri .ind whoro did he 
achieve this teat ? 

A Lain Amarnalt'i was ttie first Indian 
batsman to score 118 runs in the second 
innings of the lsl Tost against England at 
Uornhay m 1933 34 

V Basu. Calcutta 

0 Whal IS iho li.itli.ig lecoro of M 
Ainanirilh in lesi rni kel’’ 

A .’6 tests 45 iiininijs, 3 times not oirt, 
1,466 runs 101 not out .is highest score. 
34 90 avr",i(n>, 2 r onlunes, 9 fifties and 6 
/eioes 

Sharmlla Arland. Birmutrapur, Miss Leena, 
Bombay 

Q On wl'Kti day was Roger Binny born 
and w'lal is his Ranji Iroptiy nir.oid'? 

A Bmny was nom on I9th July. 1955 and 
in 28 lianji Trophy matches ho scored 
1 638 luns al an aveiage oT 39 95 with 3 
tons 

Ashil All, Barrackpur 

Q How many ccniuncs did M A K 
Paldudi scon* in Test c rickot? 

A Six renlunes three against England 
Iwu nrj.iinsi New /rsiliind and one ogams' 
Australia 

S R Chandar, Nagarcoil 
Q How rtiany f it'ln-'. has Tony Groir 
triken in 'c“ls' 

A 87 calcties in 58 lo'ts 

Mihir Kumar Jha, Darbhanga 

Q Who were the (irsi victims of Bedi 
Pr.isanna, Cliaridi.iseKtiar and Venkatar 
cighdvan in Te’.t i ncket? 

A basil Bulctier ot West Indies wai 
Bedi s first Ir'sl vis'irn, while Gr'olf Mille 
nan n( J nrii.iriil v/.is prasariria s f|isl Tes 
vir ii'M Barry Knight of f.ngland wai 
Ohandrasc khar s lirst vit tim and Grahan 
Dtiwlmg of Now Zealand was the firs 
victim ol Venkataragtiavan 

Abdus Salam, Ghuskira 
0 Who was Kapil Dev s first Test victim' 
A Ij.'idig Mohammad ol f'akislan al F aise 
labdd in 1978 79 

Tuku, Dhanbad 

0 Where and when did Lance Gibbs tak 
his 309tfi Test victim? 

A In the 6th Test against Australia t 






Debsubhra Banariea, Suri 

Q. What were the Test bowling figures of 

G 6 Arnold and P L Pocock? 

A. 7.650 balls. 3.254 runs. 115 wickets. 
28 29 average. 6 for 45. the best bowling 
performance by G G Arnold and 4.482 
balls, 2,023 runs, 47 wickets, 43 04 aver¬ 
age and 6 for 79. the best bowling 
performance by P L Pocock 

Rs)neesh Priyadarshi, Raxaul 

Q. When, where and against whom did 
Syed Kirmani make his debut in Test? 
How many runs has he scored so far'> 
A. Kirmani made his entry in Test cricket 
in the first Test against New Zealand at 
Auckland in 1975-76 In 48 Tests so far, 
Kirmani has scored 1,675 runs 


C. A. Rao, Gondia. 

Q. Will the non-striker, who himself is out 
of the crease, be out if the bowler, after 
taking a return catch, dislodges in the 
same action the bails at his end^ 

A. No 

Sarlka Mody, Bombay. 

Q. How many wickets has Bedt taken, and 
in how many Tests did he capture these 
wickets? 

A. 266 wickets in 67 Tests 

Dilip MadanI, Gaubatl. 

Q. Who has scored the fastest century in 
Test cnckeP 

A. J M Gregory of Australia scored the 
fastest century (in 70 minutes) in Test 
cricket against South Africa in 1921-22 


B. U. S. Ganapalhl Rao, Vliakhapatnam. 

Q. When did Botham play his first ever 
Test match’ 

A. In the 3rd Test against Australia at 
Nottingham in 1977 
6ur)it Arora, Arrah. 

Q. Which Indian bowler took the first Test 
wicket for India’ 

A. Mohammed Nissar claimed Sutcliffe 
and Holmes in his third over at Lord's in 
1932 

Arnab Bose, Calcutta. 

Q. What was the Test record of Keith 
Miller’ 

A. In 55 Tests he scored 29, 58 runs with 
7 centuries at an average of 36 97 and 
captured 170 wickets at an average of 
22 97 


Srhapirn 

Nowadays, the English Bridge Union 
Teachers Association runs examinations in 
the game - both 0- and A-levels* These are 
not lust designed to test the playing skills of 
the candidates, but their ability to teach 
would-be players, with not only a written 
paper, but an oral as well One of the parts 
of the oral consists of the student being given 
a hand (which he has not seen before) and 
asked to explain how the bidding and play 
should go I thought that this year’s hand was 
rather sticky in the play department 

« 109S3 
QAQ 
O 10 8 7 
^KJ 10 8 



South dealt with North-South vulnerable 
and the bidding set no real problems It is 
difficult to think of an alternative to one- 
spade - three spades - four-spades Now. 
how do you plan the play on the lead of the 
four of hearts’ You can take your time, but 
remember that the candidates have to talk 
their way through as though they were 
explaining the hand to a class 
It IS not too difficult to count certain winners 
and certain losers but clearly the number of 
tricks that you make depends on where K 
and k|k Q lie Unfortunately, there is also the 
question of timing Perhaps the clearest way 
of looking at the hand is to argue that you 
must draw trumps (losing the lead once) 
before tackling the clubs (when you have to 
lose the lead again) If East holds the Queen 
of clubs, you will never have time to establish 
your tenth trick in clubs before the defenders 
set up a diamond trick to defeat you 
Therefore you must hope that Q is right 
Now you can see that the heart finesse is 
irrelevant Its success will turn eight tricks 
into nine (If the clubs are wrong) and ten 
tricks into eleven (if 4k Q is well placed) It will 
never convert nine tricks into ten* 
Furthermore, an unsuccessful heart fmesse 
at trick one leads to certain defeat, whoevei 
holds 4k Q Conclusion play A on the first 
trick and start on trumps, gaming hand¬ 
somely If East holds, for example. ^ A 2 
C? K 9 7 5 2Q 4 3 4k A 5 2 


Last WMk't quiz; with so many people playing 
strong one-club systems, 1 was asked 
whether it was worthwhile devising a conven¬ 
tional defence, or whether a double of one 
club should simply show clubs’ With a 
temporary partnership I always go for sim¬ 
plicity, but a number of quite satisfactory 
defensive measures have been devised May 
I suggest double for the maprs. INT for the 
minors (both othenvise rather unnecessary 
bids) and weak jump overcalls (to annoy the 
opponents)’ However, at least half-a-dozen 
alternative strategies have been proposed, 
though not necessarily licensed by the Eng 
lish Bridge Uriion For example, the ‘obliga¬ 
tory’ overcall of one-spade on any weak hand 
had a certain vogue until banned by the 
Rules and Ethics Committee Why, I wonder’ 
If one club is allowed to show a strong hand, 
why shouldn’t one-spade show a weak one’ 
This wMk’s quiz: a recent letter, asks if I 
approve of the 'New Grand Slam Force', to be 
played in conjunction with highly artificial 
systems I had never heard of it and so had 
to institute inquiries I was very amused by 
what I discovered, although I see that the 
convention is not licensed Well, what is the 
’New Grand Slam Force’’ I’ll give you a 
clue - It IS a bid of 5NT, but what do the 
responses of 6 4k. 6 O etc mean’ 


Chess 


ll'f'lt r ('1,111 !* 


First, here is the solution to the study by 
0 Joseph in last week's article 
(3M/kp6/p7/1P6/8/8/7P/8) White wins by 1 
P-Kl6ch, K -Ktl, 2 P-R4. P-R4, 3 
P_R5 , p_R5,4P-R6, P-R6,5P-R7. 
P - R7. 6 P - R8=Q, P - R8-Q. 7 Q - Kt8. 
Q-R7, 8 Q-K8, Q -R5, 9 Q-K5ch, 
K - Rl, 10 Q - R8. and Black will be mated 
The themes of promotion, stalemate and 
mate are blended in perfect simplicity 
Now, on a lighter note, let us admire a couple 
of mir'iatures (usuallydefined as games of 25 
moves or less) from Kevin Wicker’s 200 
Modem Brilliancies The winners are two of 
the most distinguished grandmasters of our 
time. Spassky and Korchnoi As a young 
superstar, Spassky was compared with 
Alekhine in attacking skill and universality of 
style ’’he flame has died down a little, but 
this game shows that you can never be sure 
he will not produce a bolt from the blue 
Willie torli SpHikyi Black Caro-Ksnn 

oelence (Municti 1979) 

1P-M,P-ai3i ZP-OAP-M 

zn-qua. piPi 4iihP,n-aa 

si-OBAKR-iSi enincii.i(PM 


7n-ia,n-B3; ■■-no.i-oz 
■ P-OBAI-Ui 10I-M.O-0 
t2P-M... 

White accepb a tMCkvianl QP In order to reopen the 
Bishop's attacking diagonal 
12...0-02; 130-0,P-a03 

Time Is important, and Black should have played 13 

R-Ql followed by Kt-Bland B-K3. 
laPxP.PtPi IS R-Kl, 0-102 

lOn-RS, MR-Ktr IT BxPcMI, M 

IBO-RBch, P-Rn 

If IB K-Bl, White wins by 19 (kP, Q-B5. 20 
Kt - BS, Q - KkM, 21 Q - RBch, K - B2,22 Kl-Q6ch 
IOadlPcb.K-01; 20P-iaM,lletl|M ' 

Black Is helptass against the advance of the KRP. 
Koichnol, noted for dour fghtlng and long games, wins 
even more quickly - his opponent was Just not ready tor 
such tactical sharpness and vision 
White tMtano TaW; Black VkMt Kanhaal. French 
Oelence (Beersheva. 1978) 
tP-M.P-K3; 2P-Bt.P-04 

3PiP, PxP; 41-03, P-OM 

B W-RB3. n-OBS; BQ-IQch. I-K2 

7 PiP, R-B3, 8 P-ni3 . . 

Whrte s play has been ton cautious 8 P - B3 at once 
was bi*tler 

a.. 0-0; 00-0, OxBP 

10P-B3, R-K1; 110-82,0-83 

13Rn-Q3 ... 

That this natural move fa‘ls proves how difficult While', 
position has become 12 K-Rl would have avoided 
the coming trouble 

j 12 R-KH, I3B-RS,R-K7 

< 1410-84, KlxR. ISRasIgns 

Csie^ltlaH 8480 Solution nent week 
Black 



While 

White to plav How did the pme finish’ 

Sehillen to 8488 (Rates -SehniM. Zarleli, IBBi). 
(3t4/plMi1BltyBppU1p1p/4pq2rO '2P3P1 rPPP2P1Pr 
2KIM-iililte te play ) The Black King fell to a swift 
attack 25 HxQBPch, K-Ktl, 26 Q -Q5. QxKBP, 27 
Q - Q6ch. K - Rl, 28 B - Kl7ch, KxB 29 R - B7ch. 
and Black resigned 
Pioblcai Ne 1181. Solution next week 
V F. Rudeeke lUttlit ScacchisticM. 1958) 
(8r2B2iia/1Re4p4/1p1lip3'1F»4Rn2/2R1N3-8 wIMM 
aren; 8 Mack) 

White to play and mate In b« moves 

laMloa to Na 1180 (Hadah). OMhM 
1p2R3riPpB/p1pBrR1PS«Bl««-aiato la laiirj 

IK - KI3 (threatening 2 RxR etc) (a) 1 P - RSch. 
2 K.B2, RxR, 3 PxR>Q and 4 QxKL (b) 1 
RxBch 2 K-R4. R-Ktl, 3 RxR and 4 RxKl 






The entert a frier 
extraordinary 
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EXCLUSIVE; 

Change rule 
to curb bad 
behaviour 
-Asif Iqbal 


MCC versus 
South Zone 

















INRECO presents the golden voice 
of super pop star 

USHAUTHUP 

in their sensational new hindi album 

Iht* 'Hare Rama Hare Krishna' gffl whose vibrant voice set your feet tapiping in the 
70s, rxjw brings you the swinging sound of the 80s -to the beat of 10 Hindi pop songs 
guaranteed to make you darKe the night away. 

International singer Usha Uthup has enthralled audiences of all ages and musical tastes 
Her ability to sing in different languages has captiyated millions the world over. She now 
sings tor you in her first Hindi album Usha is one of those very few who has the eteciru 
magnetism combined with a nch powerful voice that go to make a pop singer, a pop star 

Come, feel the vibration of the Usha experience In a 33 1/3 LP Stereri album 


INRECO 


The Indian Record 
Manufacturing Co. Ltd. 

Calcutta * Delhi * Bombay • Madras 
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[in ]PROBLEMS ARE 
NOT INSOLUBLE 
-Unrulinesb and misbe¬ 
haviour on Ihp qroiind have 
long been plaguing the world 
ol cricket ASIFIQBAL Iheex- 
skippei ol Pakistan calls lot j 
immediate lelorm of the laws ! 
ol Ihe game 



*n AUSTRALIA DO IT AGAIN 

The second Test of the cuireni senes between 

_Pakistan and Australia tiore out iho saving llial 

cricket IS lull of gloiious uncertainties DAVID M MAHON 
renorls from Melbourne 


3i5 iKAnAODI GUILLO- 
TINED-? 

_Despite copceried re¬ 
pealed ellorls the Asian 
Amateur Kabtddi Fedeialion 
failed in its bid to include the 
spoil in Ihe IXth Asian Games, 
mainly owini) to Ihe inlrnnsi- 
qencp o' Ra|a Bhalinder 
Singh SUBHASH SARCAR 
repoils 
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AaMMiala idllor An|il Son 
CM»f Aub Etf llor David Me MHhgn 
C4ll«rl«t Stall ;ii bitrati' 

Corfaipawdaf U as AaifiAajrHaf<»shMunwa»t IfadraaA r>ob K.tm<i(it 
Staff AhotagrafdMir Nikhil Bhat'achH'ya 
Art Dl^atar Bipiit Ouha 

PubWmdlOt ANKHJftOriMfPdiriKdLtO !rorriliPr,iiuliii S4 >nA «'ri T V't Id 'IKlOTI 

iiyRA|ipaditvHH^iincpMnfMddll)«>$hPubiirMirtr>APy* iid 
MMraihOOOld 


! Unfair 

I 

j 

W E strongly oppose the 
mixture of English and 
Hindi commentary as re¬ 
layed by the All India Radio 
during the current Test 
series Previously, both 
wei'* separate, (hat is, be¬ 
fore the 1979 India 
Australia series when they 
weie on ditterent transmit¬ 
ters 

Why has this been done’ 
Commeritaiy in any sport 
(especially cricket) means 
criikel Does the Indian 
Government woiiy about 
I extra expendituie’ Then 
I how (ould they manage two 
I separate tiansmitiers be 
I toie 1')79’ 

I /' K SAHA, 

T K BANERJllE, 

S K SENGVETA, 
DdibhiWga 

Undlgestable 

A dverting to the let 

ter ol Soutniti a Sinha in 
the Novembei 25 issue of 
SpoitswothI It IS difficult to 
digest his suggestion that a' 
gieat batsman like Vish- 
wanath should letire from 
cricket prematuiely for los¬ 
ing ol foim Theie are veiv 
few batsmen in India who 
can excel the little Vishy in 
technique and perfection. 
P K VARADARAJAN, 
Mddidi 

Routine 

R egarding the umpir¬ 
ing controveisv hatched 
I by the English journalists 
' I’d like to say that it has 
heinmo .ilmost a routine for 
Ihe visiting teams to criii- 
cise the umpiring here But 
in (Ills case it is nothing hut 
an example (.f a bad work¬ 
man quarrelling with his 
tools 

Actually, what beat those 
E.nglish Pressmen was that 
very ordinary Indian side 
has been able to win over 
the 'gicat' English team. It 
has been a big jolt to their 
ego and so they are tailing 
over each other in making 
excuses like bad umpiring 
and had behavioui ut the 
Indian crowd just to cover 
up toi the failuie of the 
English team 

TANIVA GHOSH, 
Calcuttd 


Shamo 

I t was leailv painful and 
shameful to learn the dis¬ 
appointing behaviour of 
1 iitesinhiao Gaekwad atiei 
the I ('( eiitiv concluded 
MC’C West /.one match, 
whu h was played at Buruda, 
.\t a put IV hosied by him, 
the Mt'C players weie pie- 
seated with neckties in 
liom ot the West Zone plny- 
eis. who weie olfeieii no¬ 
thing Was II not a paitial 
heha\ 10(11 by such a re¬ 
nowned iiicketei and politi- 
ii.in'-' If he boasts ol money, 
wliv didn't he have that 
null h to present the same 
gills to the W'esi Zone play 
eis' Naliiiallv. the West 
Zone plaveis fell hiiinili 
aied and sliniild have 
walked out ol the [larty, 
assuiing till- host that thev, 
loo, were as iitiponaiit as 
the Etiglishiiien. 

PRABAL GVHA, 
Bdli idii Ninth 
TIU'. Iiaiiage of iiiiiiism 
leielleil in the English Press 
ol the Indian umpiiiiig is 
wholly iinwaiianted and 
can .It best lie desiiihed as 
the usual taiicour ol men 
unable to digest deieat. Du 
the Englishmen expeci the 
Indian iimpiies to jus' look 
the olliei way when ihe En¬ 
glish liatsmen due lo I heir 
unsound footwoik play 
acioss and aie found piiimn 
III tnmi ol the stumps They 
always seem to he dissatis 
tied whenevei the\ aie ad 
lodged Ihw and give vein lo 
their feeling openly forget¬ 
ting all the UK eties that aie 
associated with the game. 

Besides, there is a wrong 
belief III (.iickelirig circles 
th.it the English umpires 
aie all above bciaid and 
commit no mistakes Ivverv 
keen follower of cricket 
would he alile to ic.all with 
out fad the way we were 
depiived of a viclotv at Tlic- 
Oval in oui last English 
tour Needing a huge score 
ol ovti 400 runs in the last 
innings of that last Test, we 
nearlv made n till the 
uinpiies stepped in to halt 
our match A few of oui 
batsmen going gieat guns 
weie declared Ihw on the 
tiuin foot and almost lialf- 
wdv down the pitch when 
iheie is no seinblaiice of the 
ball in line with the stamps 
i C R PANCUANAIUAN, 
I Afe-w Dvihi 
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LET'S nor JUMP TO concLustoNS/ 
HOPKinS DOn'T SEE ANy 
OUT- op-Bounos auehei^s / ^ 

PLANE FACTS FOR GOLFERS 
Norfolk: A local golf course lies at the end of a run way used 
by helicopters servicing North Sea oil tigs and pleasure 
flights High flying golfers have been causing havoc with 
these low flying air planes, as airport owner Mr Wilburforce 
said while lodging a complaint. “These planes can be 
brought down if a golf ball hits the propeller—as seems 
likely.” 

NO KID-DING 

London: Eddie Kid a motorcycle stunt rider was asked to 
perform in order to raise funds for a heart transplant hospital 
in Cambndgeshire. Kid performed a maior operation He 
made a perfect jump over a row of eight heart transplant 
patientsi Happily they survived the ordeal arKf the authorites 
secured the necessary funds. 

JOGGING DOESN't SAVE THE BACON 
Arizon: If you've been running for your life, forget it Here's 
why. Arizona's celebrated jogging pigs are now simply 
anonymous packets of bacon on supermarket shelves. 
Fifty-four porkers were used in a pig joking project at the 
state University to study the effect of diet and exercise on 
health. The pigs were divided into three groups and given 
different diets and levels of exercise. Before being slaught¬ 
ered their blood was analysed and it was found that while the 
loggers ate less and grew shapelier Im (I) only the pigs with 
low fat diets had healthier blood though they had no exercise, 
which for man means that a balanced diet Is more essential 
than the best exercise to protect against heart disease. 


B. Teilis 


^BUTAf/LC^BP you Can't do th/s.-- 
THI/JK OF OUR FAM/LY... THB K/DS.. 
YOUR CHOIEsterol COUNT- '' 



I REALIZE TOU'RE HEN AT RECRUlTtNO, 
SO LET /AE SPELL OUT EYACn-Y WHAT I MEAN WHEN 
I SAY WE NEED A epEYHOUNP AT TAILBACK.., ^ 






















The One-Up The Yankee The Frenchie 



Elegance... It's like no other! The briefest of 

Sophistication... Latest fashion Briefs. 

Exquisite Shape ... from America ... The mood is 

Quality Fabric ... Thigh-hugging modern.the style 

Fashionable trunks! is very French. 

Waist-band... Total comfort for you The Underwear 

VIP One-Up. from VIP Yankee. is VIP Frenchie. 


^ VIP Luxury Briefs. For the fashionable male. 


CASHHAIO 



Centenary 


no-man's lander 


Middlesex’s 

I N this age of widespread awareness 
and inereased coverage of sports 
how many of us will even care to know 
that the binh centenary of Frank 
Tarrant, the great aU-rounder of Vic¬ 
toria and Middlesex passed away on 
December 11, this year. 

Some time ago, Tarrant became the 
victim of a generational feeling which 
discounted the merits of players long 
I past it and done with. 'They argued 
I that Victor TTumper at his best would 
. have been reduced to pulp and a 
: bowler of, say, Rhodes’ ability worked 
into the workhouse. A fallacy. 

Test cricket escaped Tarrant. He 
began his career with Victoria with 
some success. After that he sailed to 
the land of his ancestors—he was dis¬ 
tantly related to George Tarrant who, 
according to W G Grace, ‘was all over 
the place like a flash of lightning'— 
looking for the lucky break 
The result was that he qualified to 
play in England, but residential res¬ 
trictions made his inclusion in the 
national side an impossibility Caught 
between two worlds, Tarrant, at the 
international level, remained untap¬ 
ped—quite tragically—at a time when 
he could have walked into any eleven. 
Even ten years after his return from 
England, Tarrant fared so well against 
Arthur Gilligan’s mighty team of 1924- 
25 that he came within a graze of 
making it to the master side. And by 
that time he was already 43 
in all, Tarrant did the ‘double’ eight 
times and had the First World War not 
interfered with a productive spell, he 
would have drawn within whispeiing 
distance of Wilfred Rhodes’ 16 such 
seasons and (leorge Hirst's 14 In a 
decade, for Middlesex, he scored ab¬ 
out 12,000 runs inclusive of 26 centur¬ 
ies, averaging 38, while as a bowler he 
captured more than a thousand wick¬ 
ets at a frugal average of 17 per victim 
“There was assuredly no better all- 
rounder in England between 1907 and 
1914 than Tarrant,’’ declared Sir 
Pelham Warner And quite obviously, 
‘Plum’ was not forgetting the Kir- 
kheaton twins! 

Tarrant arrived from Australia and 
was fortunate enough to he engaged 
with the MCC Ground Staff at Lord’s 
and began playing for them from 1903, 
although in only 3 fixtures As a bats¬ 
man, opportunity was more or less 
denied to him, but as a bowler he 
served a nonce of sorts with a rich 
haul of a dozen wickets at less than 21 
apiece 

The following year, he emerged out 
of his chrysalis as a batsman, scoring 
419 in 9 matches at a respectable 
average of 32. His 25 wickets cost him 
only 25 runs. Tarrant’s objective in 
coming to England was to find a regu¬ 


lar place in the Middlesex side. This 
was initially delayed, but after he had 
lived out his two qualifying years, he 
worked his way into the team in 1905. 
There was no encomium in waiting He 
played 14 games, including that 
against Joe Darling’s Australians, 
making 627 runs andoagging 41 wick¬ 
ets. Relatively speaking, his batting 
had been moderately fruitful but he 
affirmed the potential in him with an 
unvanquished 162 at Leyton against 
the Essex attack in four and a half 
hours, adding 98 for the ninth wicket 
with J Hearne. Tarrant’s place was 
made. 

In the summer of 1906 Tarrant en¬ 
hanced his tally to 73 wickets, but the 
crackers were yet to burst. The follow¬ 
ing season—his annus mirabilis—he 
completed the ‘double’ tor the first 
time, hitting 1552 iun$ and capturing 
ds many as 183 wickets at 15 7 each. As 
a bowler he was absolutely unplayable 
right through the season and as a 
batsman he was seldom committed to 
an error befoie August, after which he 
fell into those days of acute rationing 
and food shortage 
Tarrant played more games than any 
ol his Middlesex colleagues did and 
was fifth in their batting averages But 
he headed the howling table with 115 
wickets at a bare 15 each and Wisden 
passed the verdict thdt Tarrant ‘can be 
fdirly described as the best all-round 
cricketer of 1907 ’ 

He began with 9 for 82 in the match 
dg.iinst Sometset in the home fixture 
and later hit 52, unt-xceeded by any of 
his side A few days later, he i an away 
with 13 fur 87 against Gloucestershire 
while Ills 8 fur 94 in an innings against 
Lssex was one ol the top performantes 
of the season 5o devastating was his 
form that even the South Afriians 
weie dismissed fur 212, the 2.5-yeai -old 
migi ant leading the assault with 6 foi 
97. Later, he went in and contributed 
the top scoie of 42 Unfortunately, 
su)>poi t was in short supply and Mid- 
dle.sex made only 112 

Alter capiiiring a commendable 5 
for 66 against the furmidable York 
shire Tan ant walked into his best 
matt h of the season He was absolutelv 
inioleiable that day, almost making 
the ball ‘talk’ He captured nine wick 
cts in an amazing day’s cricket and the 
Notts weie shut out lot 117. In the last 
live oveis, his haul was an amazing 
seven wickeis, with Trott bagging the 
pnzf d wicket of Geoige Gunn His 
ligures after a most fertile spr-ll—• 
which included four wickets in as 
many ball-s—read 22 1-6-59 9 
Wisden was unequivocal in praise It 
reported that ‘some of the Notts men 
thought they had never seen a finer 
piece of bowling’ After a closer study 


it added that he was ‘quite comparable 
to Rhodes at his best.’ But the good 
work proved futile and the shell¬ 
shocked Notts managed to win by 13 
runs 

Two seasons later, Tarrant monopol¬ 
ised, almost illegally, the match versus 
Gloucestershire. He took 7 for 18 and 6 
fui 49 to do the antagonists in for 33 
and 81 and then, as if that was in¬ 
adequate, he carried his bat for 55 
runs out of a total of 145. The match, 
courtesy Tarrant, proved to be a finan¬ 
cial flop It was linished in a day. 

Against arch-rivals Surrey in early 
June at the Lord's, he took 6 for 62 and 
7 for ion and had the immense satis¬ 
faction of getting the wicket of Jack 
Hobbs—in both innings. But it was 
later in the season that Tarrant pro¬ 
duced the extraordinary He began 
With figures ot 7 for 27 to bundle 
Hampshire out foi 51 He opened the 
innings and lashed 38 out of 42 in Just 
27 minutes, tbe highest of the side. 
Middlesex gathered only 166 When 
Hampshire went in, again Tarrant was 
after them with greater zest—and sue- 
ces.s—and this time he returned with 
an tncredible 8 foi 20 Hampshire, 
m.iking 79, plummeted by an innings 
and the score sheet fui once, recorded 
a rare phenomenon C. P Mead b 
Tan ant 1—Ibw Tan am 1 

The vear 1914 was Tarrant's last 
sea.son in English cricket As prolific 
as evei. he now stood second in the 
batting averages ot his Coiinry with 51, 
aggiegating 174.3 runs in 22 matches, 
while his 131 wickets came at a par¬ 
simonious 18 each Essex oiiie again 
fell prey to his temper, 1 arrant taking 
an unbeaten 250 off them, an innings 
which he followed with exactly 200 
against Worcestershire J W Hearne 
and he allied most profitably, the 
former making 106 not out and 104 
respectively On both occasions, they 
lecorded double centuries in undi¬ 
vided partneiships, 229 in the first, 
I'lllowing It with 216 

On a good wickei he could keep an 
end going for hours and on a ‘stickie’ 
one there was larelv a nick which 
escaped him At times, he used to fall 
inio a period of inseciiiiiv, spinning 
the ball just too much to strike a 
length which lesulied in a spate of 
full-tosses Rut once the ball began to 
touch a safe spot Tarrant usually 
finished making the batsmen looking 
like clowns in a never ending proces¬ 
sion 

‘larraiu died in 1951—unsung And 
this year his birth centenary was tre¬ 
ated as a non-eveiil Understandably— 
the woild is too well known in doing 
such things to great men 

MUDAR PATHERYA 
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In the lndia-£ngland Test Series, 
some of the most powerful and consistent 
performances will be given 
inside your transistor. 




Red Eveready 

Red Eveready will bring the India-Ensland 
Test Series powerfully alive to you 
through your transistor. With Red 
Eveready’s super power that gives your 
transistor louder volume, sharper 
reception and maximum protectitxn. Day 
after exciting day. Hour after thritlmg hour. 

While the chosen oruss of both the teams 
thrill the crowds on the Reid, let Red 
Eveready, toe Chosen One for your 
transistor, thrill you at home. 

RedBAeready, 
TTiecnosenor e Fcrtrieindfa-EngiandTBstSer^ 
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Why shoold the playeis 
cany the can ? 

In India there is no clear-cut guideline to determine 
the eligibility of a team to enter the national cham¬ 
pionships. FAROKH KHODAIJI calls for immediate 
steps to safeguard the interests of the players who 
are the only victims of this situation 


TilTllAT are the qualifications re- 
VV quired of a team that aspires to 
take part in the national championship 
of a sport in India? Who can and who 
cannot participate in a national 
tournament^ 

You cannot answer the^ questions 
as easily as you imagine. Eveiy nation¬ 
al federation has its own set of rules as 
to who will qualify. The Cricket Con¬ 
trol Board allows both Bombay and 
Maharashtra, Gujarat and Saurashtra 
to play in the Ranji Trophy matches 
The Indian Hockey Federation allows 
Services, Railways and Indian Airlines 
to particmate in the Nationals. The 
Athletic Federation of India permits 
Railways and Services teams to take 
part in their premier events. The 
Table Tennis Federation has gone 
even further—they allow two teams 
from one State to take part and in 
addition, one Institution, the Railways 
have direct entry to the national 
tournament; yet another must qualify 
from the Inter-Institutional tourna¬ 
ment. 

The rules as you can see, are quite 
flexible and are changed quite often to 
accommodate some team or institu¬ 
tion. The Railways played for two 
decades in the TTFI’s National and 
Inter-State events, until someone sud¬ 
denly realised that Railways were not 
a State, and could not play the team 
event. The Railways were uncere¬ 
moniously dumped and a new class of 
membership in the TTFI called the 
Institution, was created. Then again, 
Maharashtra was allowed to field two 
teams in the Nationals, simply because 
the Maharashtra State was brought 
into being in 1964 and the three asso¬ 
ciations of Bombay, Poona and Vidar- 
bhi were merged to form the MSTTA. 
When the Railways were dumped in 
1974, so also was the second Maharash¬ 
tra team. 

The Railways expressed their wish 
to be restored to their former status, 
and last year they were allowed to 
play in the Nationals once again. The 
other team to play in the Nationals 
was Indian Airlines, who Qualified 
through the Inter-Institutional tourna¬ 
ment. ObviotuMy. not much thought 


had gone into deciding whether an 
institution should be allowed to play in 
an inter-State event. Otherwise, this 
now-you’re-in-then-you*re-out ^sta¬ 
tion would not have continued. There 
were suggestions that the inter-State 
events be called the national cham¬ 
pionships, so that they were not con¬ 
fined to States. But this idea has fallen 
on deaf ears 

In fact, this ambivalent policy 
affects the players in a rather peculiar 
way. If a player is employed in an 
institution, should he be considered as 
affiliated to that institution, or does 
his primary affiliation remain with the 
State Association’ Who has the juris¬ 
diction over a player, his State Asso¬ 
ciation or his institution? What hap¬ 
pens if being registered with his State 
Association, he wants to play for his 
institution in the Nationals? What, if 
his employers do not grant him leave 
to play for his State Association? 

' If the institutions play in the nation¬ 
al championships, these questions now 
loom larger than before. The problem 
surfaced during the Nationals fast year 
when the Maharashtra Association 
and the Railways Sports Control Board 
clashed over the question of jurisdic¬ 
tion and affiliation of players. The 
State unit claimed that a certain play¬ 
er was theirs, while the Railway au¬ 
thorities opined to the contrary. The 
State unit said that the player had 
layed for them the previous year and 
ad not sought a transfer to his em¬ 
ployers* team. The institution said that 
It was not a State and, therefore, there 
was nd question of seeking transfer. 
The then Technical Committee of the 
Table Tennis Federation of India 
(TITI) went by precedents—that the 
Railways had always sought and given 
transfers to their players. 

At the Nationals itself, thanks to 
lobbying by interested parties and 
there being an important election in 
the offing, rule.s, precedents and prin¬ 
ciples took a ducking Not only did the 
concerned player end on the sidelines, 
but another also was not allowed to 
take part in a vital play-off to placate 
the other side. 


A logical consequence to this inci¬ 
dent would have hewn rectificatioa of 
the rules immediately Far from t aking 
a firm decision, this year too, the 'i I'rl 
has left the rules wide open to inter¬ 
pretation bonically, both the Rail¬ 
ways and the Maharashtra Association 
went ahead with their decisions to 
punish the offending players A spe - 
cial committee, formed by the TITI, 
came up with a hasty "You-drop-the- 
matter-and-so-will-they** compromiae. 
The special committee was expected 
to recommend a way out of the prob¬ 
lem But, nothing significant has come 
from it so far, and more players will 
have to carry the can in future. 

Last year’s Technical Committee of 
the TTFI recommended that the Inter- 
Institutional tournament must be com¬ 
pleted by October 31 of the next year. 
That ts the last date for seeking trans¬ 
fer of players. The two institutions 
eligible to play in the Nationals shotdd 
immediately announce the teams, and 
the remaining players of them would 
automatically be permitted to play for 
their State Associations. This idea too 
has been thrown out 

And so the players are back to 
confusion again Panhiv Vyas, for ex¬ 
ample, who won the Maharashtra 
State title last week at Nanded, asked 
whether he would play tor his institu¬ 
tion or his State association. He indi¬ 
cated that he was recruited by Indian 
Airlines, and that if Indian Airlines 
qualified for the Nationals, he would 
have to play for them He was, thereaf¬ 
ter, not considered for the Maharash¬ 
tra team. 

Now comes the crunch. Indian Air¬ 
lines (lAC) is not directly eligible to 
play in the Nationals TTFI rules say 
that Railways and one more team from 
among the institutions will be permit¬ 
ted to play in the Nationals. Now, if 
lAC does not qualify and they are not' 
very likely to what happens to Vyas 
and his team-mates? Will they sit idle 
during the team event? And suppose 
lAC qualifies—have they got the trans¬ 
fers in time? Suppose the State asso¬ 
ciations refuse to give permisssion to 
the selected players to play for the 
institutions—will they go throuj^ the 
same mess as last year's’ 

More disconcerting, the Railways, 
who have direct entry into the Nation¬ 
als, have not yet announced their 
team Then at least the other Railway 
players could be tree to be selected for 
their respective State a.ssociations. 

It is really a matter of concern that 
the TTFI has failed ro show any fore¬ 
sight on this issue 

I am surprised that the players’ 
assoQations are totally unaware of this 
situation which affects so many of 
their members These are the issues to 
which they must be awake, and not the 
petty matters over which they dawdle 
away their time. Unless some quick, 
corrective measures are adopted, 1 am 
afraid there will only be la.st minute 
ad-hoc compromises. No one, 1 am 
sure, least of all the players, will gam 
from them 
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The problems of cricket 
are not insoluble 


Violence on the field can only be curbed if there 
is a genuine desire by all concerned to do so. 
Former Pakistan captain ASIF IQBAL says 
that the rules need to be made more stringent 


O VER the past three or four years I 
have repeatedly expressed the 
opinion that cricket has experienced 
Its industrial revolution and has be¬ 
come, in every sense of the word, a 
competitive modern industry This 
assertion has been made not with 
regret, but with hope and pride, for I 
have genuinely felt that it is only by 
beioming an industry that it can sur¬ 
vive, develop and expand Nothing has 
changed my mind and I am convinced 
that if cricket is to act like a living 
organism, it must learn to react like 
one ft could never do so in the narrow 
shell in which 1 had, at one stage, 
thought It was doomed to serve its 
existence I know what I am talking 
about for I have played cricket at the 
international level for a remuneration 
of approximately 60 pence per day-— 
an aspect of the 'good old days' which 
IS all too easily Lrgotten 
In that suit of a set-up, I did not see 
how Pakistan oi any third woild coun¬ 
try could ever truly be on the world 
cricket map except through a for¬ 
tuitous coincidence of circumstances 
and if thete were only two or at most 
three countries playing cricket at the 
topmost level, the game was fintshed 
Manv ot the factors, which threaten 
such a situation, still exist and it will 
be a long long time before the fight is 
won But, if It IS the game that is of 
primary importance rather than those 
who administer it, these changes must 
come preferablv sooner than later 
Dennis Lillee’s action in kicking the 
Pakistan captain Javed Miandad was 
absolutely deplorable and about that 
I there cannot be two opinions What I 
would like to refute is the contention 
that It was the direct by-product of 
what IS sometimes contemptuously cal¬ 
led 'piofessioiii'ilism.' It is not the 
uiotfssionalism which produces the 
McEnroes and Lillees of modern sport 
It IS I,II her the lax and often selfish 
attitude of those who administer these 
sports which is really responsible for 
these problems 

Needless to say that if laxity and 
selfishness aie mixed with pomi^sity, 
the end result is bound to be pretty 
odious, to say the least And if tnat i$ 
not enough add to it the fact tljat ipost 
of these bodies and orggntsatioiM are 
answerable to nobody while engaged 



Syfiwstor QwXa—NMrfy iniM a spectator 
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Javed Miandad—Lillee's action in kicking 
him was absolutely deplorable 


in their feverish fight to guaid every i 
single one of those tiny privileges I 
which are based on a system of mural 
and geo-political values which, though 
they may have served admirably once 
upon a time, cannot and should not be 
diagged into the helmet age After all, 
if England and Australia are to have 
the power of veto in the imperial 
ciicket conference (note the v/ord 'im- 
perial'l. there is little reason why on 
the same basis Greece should not 
exercise the same imperial preroga¬ 
tive in the International Olympu Com¬ 
mittee. The latter proposition sounds 
potently absurd and yer the former is 
not only a fact of life, but accepted as 
the natural and perhaps even inesrit- 
able order of things. 

It has been my experience that most 
organisations which control cricket on 
the national level rarely practise the 
morals they preach. Bob Willis calmly 
walked away after leaving a Pakistani 
nighrwatchman smeared with blood 
Nothing happened to him. Sylvester 
Clarke almost killed a young spectator 






: -n Pakistan for throwing an orange 
^•fl at him and was none the worse for 
I having come within a whisker of com- 
I mitting what the |ood book describes 
i as culpable homicide. The record goes 
back to 19SS when members of an 
I MCC A team ‘playfully’ threw umpire 
1 Idris Beg into a tub of near freezing 
! waiei That team included Peter 
Richardson, Brian Close, Ken Barring- 
j ion, Jim Parks, Tony Lock, Alan 
; Moss—all of whom duly went on to win 
' full England colours. 1 happen to te- 
' member a Test match in 1974 at Lord’s 
' m which we were the victims of a 
! palpably unjust umpiring decision 
< when we were asked to bat on a widket 
; winch had been damaged almost 
> beyond lecognition due to faulty 
' covering What made it doubly ditfi- 
I cult to accept the decision as a 
I genuine error of judgement was the 
fact that the umpires had all the time 
I in the world to decide on the matter 



OenniE Lih»0—Coukl tm kick kJhku Bmmley 
or Ian BoUiant? 


Bob Willi9—no compaaaion (or fug vklimg 

and that it was nut something which 
was over in one fleeting fraction of a 
second I shudder to imagine what 
would have been the consequences if 
we too had decided to play ducky in 
the bathtub with Messers Elliott and 
Constant 

Lillee knew what he was doing, for 
he has been around for some time Big 
boy as he is, 1 would like to see him try 
and kick Mike Brearley ui Ian Botham, 
although 1 am sure he would have 
dearly loved to do so for the tensions 
are far greaiei when you are losing 
and away fiom home rather than when 
you are winning and playing at home. 
That, of course, presupposes the exclu¬ 
sion of tensions not connected with the 
game, but even Lillee can hardly offer 
pre-menstrual tension as an excuse 
And yet, for an act as deplorable as 
this, does the Australian board honest¬ 
ly think that suspension from two 
one-day games will be deterrent 
enough^ One understands that it is 
important to win the series and 
perhaps even more important to have 
an Australian hold the world record of 
taking the highest number of wickets 
in Test cricket But if these are the 
priorities, let us then be prepared to 
pay the price, for there is a price and it 
Is still to be paid The manager and 
players of the Pakistan team may have 
agreed to treat the matter as closed 
and It is an extremely magnanimous 
gesture On theu* pan But no amount of 
wishful thinking can ever expect that 
the matter will end here. 

The problems of cricket are not 


insoluble'provided there is a genuine 
desire to solve them and not to u.se 
them as whipping posts for trends in 
the game which some people feel are 
undesirable. The much-mooted idea of 
neutral umpires will go a long way in 
eliminating this .sort of nonsense. Even 
the idea of a neutral observer is a good 
one and it could be tied with a Central 
Administrative Body to which eath 
regular member of the ICC sends one 
representative The Central Body 
should have the power to decide on all 
matters or disputes referred to it by 
the umpires and the neutral obseivers 
and the boards should be bound to 
follow the directives ot the Central 
Body The system of appuiiittnent of 
umpires also appears to be in desper¬ 
ate need for revision, for as long as the 
umpires arc dependant on the boards 
for their livelihood, it is juvenile to 
expect them to be impartial The en¬ 
tire system just depends fai too mui h 
on the goodness of human natuie and 
that is a commodity the demand of 
which vastly exceeds supply 
Professionalism does not imply the 
exclusion of a code ot ethics It only 
needs a body of people who ate honest 
enough to formulate such.a code and 
then enforce it in a manner whereby 
the emphasis is on doing justice rather 
than conveying the impression that it 
IS done If that is too tall an order, let 
us not blame professionalism for it. 
The problem, in that case is much 
deeper and will ultimately affect many 
more important aspcct.s of man’s rela 
tionship with his follow beings 
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Australia do it again 

DAVID McMahon reports from Melbourne 


'EST cricket, ho they say, is full of 
. glorious uncertainties. And if ever 


Put in to bat by Greg Chappell on a 
glorious batting wicket, Pakistan man- 


there was a Test that bore this saying aged only a meagre 291 Australia, 
out. It was the second clash between following a good start by their open- 
Pakistan and Australia of the current ers, a brilliant double century by Greg 
senes Chappell, and substantial knocks by 
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her forntline batsmen, declared at 9 
for 512. Pakistan, struggling to save 
the Test and retain the chance of tying 
the series in the third and final meet- | 
ing, started well, faltered, found the | 
momentum again and then crashed for j 
223 on the last ball before tea, leaving 
Australia only three runs for victory. 

A lthough Greg Chappell won 
the toss, he decided to send Pakis¬ 
tan into bat first. This action drew a lot 
of fire from Keith Miller, who said J 
later that he could not imagine how 
the Australian captain had decided to 
give the tourists lirst strike on such a 
good batting wicket. But Chappell had 
the last laugh anyway, as Pakistan 
collapsed against the hostile Denms 
Lillee Miandad must have hoped for a 
sizable total on a pitch such as this, but 
he had to be content with only 291 

It was Chappell himself who struck I 
the first blow dismissing opeuei 
Mohsin Khan for only 11, with the 
scoreboard showing 40 But worse was 
to befall the Pakistanis even as Mudas- 
sar Nazar soldiered on, trying to build 
an innings in partnership with veteran 
Majid Khan, promoted to the number 
three slot for this Test 
But Lillee came into his own at this 
stage, slicing thiough the top half of 
the Pakistani innings, with figures of 5 
for 81 He started by having Mudassar 
caught behind by Marsh, continued to 
have Majid caught by Chappell, 
bowled Miandad and Zahcer Abbas 
and had Wasim Raja caught by Laird. 
The scalp of Raja, incidentally, 
marked his 300th Test wicket and 
Lillee was surrounded by jubilant 
team-mates as he congratulated Laird 
on the catch, which came off a skied 
hook It was only at the end of the over 
that Lillee doffed his cap to acknow¬ 
ledge the cheers from the galleries 

At the end ot the innings his tally 
stood at 301 Test wickets in only 56 
Tests, but, perhaps, his greatest plea¬ 
sure derived from the fact that he took 
the wicket of Javed Miandad. He 
started by greeting the rival skipper 
with a scoiching delivery that kicked 
into his left shoulder and 53 minutes 
later Lillee had taken the wicket he. 
wanted most of all, as a short ball 
deflected off Miandad’s bat onto his 
leg stump It was perhaps not one of 
Lillee’s best bowling ^rformances, 
but he certainly returned excellent 
figures and, more laudable, he be¬ 
haved like a perfect sportsman. 
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A USTRAUA dug themselves in on 
the second day losing only three 
wickets while ending the day only nine 
runs short of the tourists' first innings 
total Bruce Laird and Graeme Wood 
gave their side yet another good start 
posting 109 for the first wicket, but 
Imran Khan harried them throughout 
the day The two opening batsmen, 
however, were a sharp contrast in 
styles Laird, the hero of Australia’s 
runaway victory against the West In¬ 
dies earlier in the week, played a more 
subdued innings this time Against the 
West Indians he had gone for his 
strokes in bnlhani fashion, but here 
he preferred to take his rime and 
indeed was in some trouble against the 
fast bowlers 

Graeme Wood on the other hand 
proved yet again that he is a dangei- 
ous batsman once he gets going This 
day. he played the hooK and puli shots 
extremely well and hit two sixes, one 
of them a spcctatular sweep off spin 
ner Ejar He was struck painfully on 
the elbow by Sarfraz in the latter’s 


treated the Gahba crowd to some fire> 
works. He moved the score along in hii 
usual aggressive fashion while Laird 

E laved second fiddle in a more dour 
ishion 

Australia lust their first wicket when 
Ejaz bowling intelligently, although 
not always economicallv tempted 
Laud into a forcing stroke through 
mid-wicket where Zaheer Abbas pul¬ 
led off a spectacular catch as he ran in 
fium mid-un. But Australia were off to 
a flying start and Chappell and Wood 
took advantage of the not (oo sultry 
weaihei and the fact that the pitch 
was full of runs Althoufdt the ball 
tended to skid through low on certain 
occasions, the bat.smen wete in no real 
trouble as Miandad shuffled his bow¬ 
lers around trying desperately to gain 
a breakthrough With the scoreboard 
showing 149, Wood surrendered his 
wicket while trying to hii a third six. 
Perhaps, in a moment of over- 
confidence, the opener cracked Wasim 
Rata over midwicket, but Mudassar 
Nazar only had to move in a few feet to 
take the catch. 


first over, but elected to play on and I rake the catch. 

Allan Border- -brought bark m lo the tray but proved U) be uncomlortable agamal Imran Khan 




Imran Khan—bowled like a chmapion 

The Pakistanis ceriainly had the 
chance of taking a stranglehold on the 
match, but flittered away then 
chances to surrender for less than iOO. 
Despite thc-ir reinforced batting line¬ 
up, the only ones who made any real 
impression on the Australian bowling 
weie Zaheer Abbas and Wasim Ra|a 
who gut 80 and 4.3 apiece These two 
came together with their side tottering 
on the brink at 4 tor 111 and steered 
their team to a much more respectable 
total 

Both batsmen were dropped in the 
couise of their respective innings, but 
this does not detract from the fact that 
they both played fighting cricket 
Zaheer displayed the kind of form he 
had produced earlier this summer dur¬ 
ing the English season, while Raja, as 
usual, treated the bowling with dis¬ 
dain. It was precisely the kind of 
situation that both these batsmen 
thrive on, and the runs mounted as 
they grew in confidence Pakistan also 
had a great deal to thank Ejaz Faqih 
for. He held up the inevitable with an 
innings of 34 before he was bowled by 
Bruce Yardley, but that was the end as 
far as the tourists were concerned and 
then it was up to Miandad’s bowlers to 
try to salvage some prestige. 










Lillee leads the team hack jitei a liery spell 

The fall of the wicket brought Allan 
Border to the ciease and the crowd 
were treated to a glorious battle be¬ 
tween this talented young left-hander 
and Imian Khan, brought'back into the 
fray by his captain Imran moved the 
ball in both directions even though it 
had Inst its shine completely Bordet 
was usually subdued and the Pakistani 
bowlei realised quickly that his adver¬ 
sary was uncomfortable against his 
pace and movement 

Accordingly, Imran changed his tac¬ 
tics and switched over to bowling 
around the wicket—a play that unset¬ 
tled Border completely. However, 
Chappell and Border still succeeded in 
putting on 70 runs at one run a minute, 
but Imran was soon to have the last 
laugh Border had played and missed 
outside his off-stump on a few occa¬ 
sions to angled deliveries and this had 
not escaped Imran’s notice He 
brought one delivery into Border and 
then in the same over brought another 
off the pitch which the batsman chop¬ 
ped over his wicket. 


ComfortaUe poiitioa witb Biiibes 
36 and Chappell on 89 bat look 
good for many more. 


on 

ing 


Australia were three down for 219, 
but Chappell was well in command of 
the situation The Australian captain 
has received a lot of stick recently 
following his scores of 22 and 6 in his 
country’s first win against Pakistan 
eailier this month and failure of 3 and 
1 in the one-day internationals so far. 
But Chappell was at his best this 
afternoon and though he crouched 
be.side the pitch on occasions he was 
merciless on the bowling It was really 
the end oi the drou^t for Chappell as 
he carved out another legal polished 
inning.s, frustrating all Miandad's bow- 
lei s and expertly breaking up the field 
with brilliant stiokeplay. His driving 
and cuttir •> was a treat to watch and 
his precision and variation could not 
have done very much for the morale of 
the tourists The pressure began to tell 
on the Pakistanis and their fielding 
became ragged, their bowling deterio¬ 
rated and their shoulders began to 
droop in the field as Chappell and his 
deputy Hughes plundered the bowl¬ 
ing. Australia ended the dav at a 


T WO men dominated this an absorb¬ 
ing day of cricket even though play 
was cut short by a thunderstorm. 
Those who had come to watch good 
cricket went home more than satisfied 
by the performances of Gregory 
Stephen Chappell and Imran Khan 
The Australian skipper marched 
onto his century in an impressive style, 
but even as he crossed the milestone 
he refused to let up his concentration 
Unaffected Chappell continued to 
treat the Gabba crowd to one of the 
most technically Mrfect innings seen 
It was obvious that he intended to 
capitalise on the excellent start made 
by Laird and Wood, obtain a first 
innings total of SOO plus and thereby 
avoid batting in the fourth innings of 
the match. 

The pitch continued to play true and 
on a day when the Pakistani bowlers 
toiled without reward Imran Khan 
bowled like a champion following up 
on his excellent showing earlier in the 
Australian innings. He performed like 
a man inspired in front of the Sunday 
crowd. He had Hughes worried on .a 
few occasions before he bowled one 
that 6ut in quicker than the Australian 
captain hacf expected Hughes offered 
a perfect defence to the delivery, but 
he shaped up a fraction of a second too 
late and saw his off-stump bend back 
Oirk Wellham, replacing an injured 
Graham Yallop, joined Chappell at the 
wicket, but Imran did not take long to 
discover that the 22-yeai-old went uito 
his shell when forced to go onto the 
back foot on the few occasions that he 
erred Wellham punished Pakistan 
severely, but he had fewer problems 
against Sarfraz and Sikander as he 
inched towards the 50 he so desperate¬ 
ly needed to retain his place in the 
side But Imran was to have his re¬ 
ward. Yet another delivery that nip¬ 
ped in from outside the off stump 
found the gap between bat and pad 
and Wellham’s bails were removed 
neatly—another classic dismissal in a 
glorious day’s cricket With Wellham 
gone Marsh was probably under in¬ 
structions to keep his head down until 
his captain got his double century and 
he did his job well 
But Chappell, on 187, gave his first 
and last chance. He hit down the pitch 
to Sarfraz, but failed to keep the ball 
on the Bound and the bowler bending 
low on nis followthrough suffered the 
misfortune of seeing the ball slip 
through his fingers A few deliveries 
later Chappell had another narrow 
escape when a delivery from Imran 
narrowly missed getting a nick and he 
permitted himself a wry smile. Before 
he resumed his task on 199, with the 
crowd holding its breath, Imran rap¬ 
ped Chappell on the pads to me 
accompaniment of a raucous appeal. 
But the umpire turned it down and a 
few deliveries later Chappell had com- 
leted his fourth double century in 
est cricket. He doffed his cap, raised 


?! 


74 



his tMt and dranfony accepted a sis 
from a can or beer that appeared as u 
from noadwre, as every single person 
at the Gabba rose to his or her feet to 
, salute him. He was to fall just one run 
' later, ironically enough not to his chief 
tormentor Imran Khan, but to Sikan- 
der Marsh then threw caution to the 
i winds and while Bruce Yardley played 
a strangely sedate innings, the Austra¬ 
lian wicketkeeper began belting the 
bail in the manner only he can. He 
I hooked, he pulled, he drove powerful- 
: ly and devastatinjgly. True, those were 
a few ungainly thumps thrown in for 
good measure, but the runs were 
I mounting once again when rain gave 
: the Pakistanis some respite. 



Bruoe Laird—sutxijed mrungs 


TATTra thd fidt Of ChappoU, the thric 
■»/ j?* Rodney Harsh and Bruce 
Yardley was to accelerate die scoring 
rate, step up the first innings lead 
considerably and give Austrmia the 
chance of snatching a victory despite J 
the hours lost to ram. As it happened, 
lain was to interrupt play aRam but 
not before the Australians had crossed ' 
the 500-run mark Chappell’s tailen- | 
ders chipped in with some breezy i 
knocks to reach the target the Austra- , 
lian captain must have hoped for at ! 
the start of his side’s innings and then ■ 
It was all up to the Australian bowlers ' 
to try and get a stranglehold on the 
match With a 221 run first innings 
lead, Chappell must have been eyeing 
the approaching clouds with some dis¬ 
may, for an interruption after the 
declaration would give the tourists 
sonic breathing space and time to 
gather their wits 

But the sky glow progressively dai- 
kei and play was eventually called off 
because ot poor light Shortly after¬ 
wards, the ram came pelting down as 
It had the previous day and the Pakis¬ 
tanis rejoiced in the safety oi the 
diessing room as the Australians 
glared at the impenetrable bank of 
thunderclouds above 
Mudassar and Mohsin had tackled 
the new ball well and though beaten 
on a couple of occasions, they showed 
that they were using then powers of 
observation. The ball had done some 
strange things towaids the end of 
Australia’s innings, keeping rather low 
and making back-font plav something 
of a hazard. It was fascinating to watch 
Chappell’s opening bowlers trying to 
force the two Iratsmen back, bur the 
latter handled the situation both cap¬ 
ably and confidently till the weather 
rendered furthei play impossible 

M udassar and Mohsm continued 
the good work, hatting comfort¬ 
ably against everything Greg Chap¬ 
pell's men could throw at them, but 
fortunes were to fluctuate in an in¬ 
credibly dram.uic mariner on this day 
Just as It looked as if Pakistan’s open¬ 
ing balsmen were digging in, Dennis 
Lillee chipped in with two quick wick¬ 
ets that rocked the tourists 
The first one to go was the dogged 
Mudassar who was playing exactly the 
kind of innings required in such a 
situation Pakistan needed to keep 
their wickets iniact if they hoped to 
save the Test and Modassar put his 
head down, never flinching from his 
task But Lillee bioke through With the 
second delivery of his third over, when 
he got a bail to real back suddenly and 
It was all Mudassar could do to get out 
of the way However, the ball found 
the edge of his hat and the agile Bruce 
Lair'd at short leg dtved to snap it up 
off the ground 

Mohsm followed suit shortly after, 
falling to the Marsh-Lillee combina¬ 
tion, a duo that has combined in 
altogether 82 dcsmissals in Test crick¬ 
et. Thus, in the course ot only Ift 
deliveries, Lillee had removed both 
opening batsmen A scoreboard that 
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Zs/iser Abhas-dispiHvad hm oarlm' elamatrt 


had looked iespertab]i'> at 0 for 72 
suddenly begun tu appear a trifle 
shakv at 2 lor 9(1. but ihe tide of 
fortune hud nut finished swinging. 

The experienced Majid Khan, who 
has been raihei shoit of luns on this 
tour, plaved an iitterlv indefinable 
shot to a Jiall fiom otf spinner Yardley 
and paid the penalty as Chappell took 
the cdicli at slip In the same over,, 
danger tnun /aheer, who had top 
sioied in his side’s tirst innings, was 
ulsu dismis.sed, leaving Pakistan on the 
ropes With Majid gone foi 15 and 
Zaheer for a duck, Pakistan's hopes of 
saving the Test were leceeding 
rapidly 

Paling a first innings deficit of 221, 
they weic now loui down ior onlv IIS 
with the last two iccugtiised batsmen, 
Miandad and Kaja, at the crease. 
However, both men adopted the tac¬ 
tics so successfully—li noi permanent¬ 
ly—emplovcd by then openers and 
although Raja reverted to type on two 
occasions when he bit flashv strokes, 
Miandad ordered him to concentrate 
instead on the task of suivival 

The I tins began to moent and 
although they did not count foi much 
at this stage, the .sboiildeis of the 
Australian bowlers began to sag and 
Dennis Lillee, in particulai, bowled 
four overs of shocking stuff Just as he 
was 111 dungoi of being booed by the 
crowd, lie scalped both men in the 
same amazing over, trapping Miandad 
Ibw and howling Rata Pakistan plum¬ 
meted to SIX for 178 and though £jaz 
played spiritedly for an innings of 21, 
that was nor much he luuld do to hold 
the Australians off 

In conclusion, it would onlv be right 
tu add that the last two wickets were 
cldimeri by the man who had bowled 
with so much tire but no luck Yes, Jeff 
Thomson deserved his victims 



Photo Feature 


TEN LITTLE ENGLISHMEN 

On the last day of the Bombay Test all the wickets of the Enplish 
batsmen fell to Kapil and Madan. Our photographer, NIKHIL 
BHATTACHARYA, captures the vital moments 
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rnnuiey caught Gavaskar bowled Madan Lai 
•lyiui bowled Madan Lai 




ffi'..-»^; - ,f-- ' .• ,vr^. '.' ■ 
:v- ■***';-,. 'ifv;''-' 


" 'f] 


",j. 

' ” ,' 'W't- 






W- 




5!j 




E^v 






t. . '•,..■:" . 






Botham caught Aaad bowled Kapti Dev 
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Diiley bowled Madan Lai 

The End Immediately alter Wilks is caughi behind od Kapil Dev. the Indian 
players run towards the pavilion 
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Sportsworld Special 


MCC vs SOUTH ZONE 


Two tons and 

ASHOK KAMATH reports 

I ]' tlu' tdiiriiif' England cricket team 
planned to make use ot then engage¬ 
ment against the South Zone, at 
Hyderabad on Decetnhei tour, five 
and SIX, toi batting practice (in the 
light of their showing at the Bombav I 
Test the previous week), then ttie ' 
campaign could be described as oiilv 
puitly successful Ky the same token it 
the national selectors were hoping to 
windowshop at Hydetabad for possible 
replateineiiis for the rest ol the Tests 
in ilie senes, one is afiuid that the 
cupboiiid appealed pretty bare- -thiee 
iiidiMdual fifties notwithstanding 
The match was diuwn although a 
certain amount of tedium was avoided 
bv the home team’s declaiation some 
fU minutes betoie luiich'on the final 
dav The taiger I he visitois weie lo 


a draw 

from Hyderabad 

• 

leach veas still- {()t lo get in 17'i 
miniiies ,iiid ihe -'() in.indatory uveis 
England ended up iviili 22.) tor tour, 

Meiiioiies of the niatdi will almost 
exilusivels ceiiiie aioiiiid the classy 
unheaicn 119 bv (aaham (aiocli, the 
dianieii uallv opposite hall ceiiiiiiv bv 
Kovcotl 111 Ihe tost Hillings. Ki ilh 
Elelthei's 108 and Mike Waiting's 71 
111 the visitois' seen.id niiiiiigs Wiili (it 
mils in the kitty, tli.inks lo I leichei's 
genet oils decliii.iiion. South Zone 
managed 241 toi sevi'ii beloie skippei 
Patel applieil ilosiiie Ihe home 
team's second iiiiiings was buill 
amend the h.tiuii loiiilli wukei pai i- 
neiship tietween Viiav Moliaiiiai and 
Briiesh Patel 1-tnbiiiev evicted 
Mohatiiiii tor '9 ivlic’ii tie spun one 


Graham Gooch- lirtl ion 



prfldigiously to spreadeagle the 1 . 71 
and midtUe stumps. Emburey then gut ! 
rid of Patel, leg before while attem)) I 
ting a sweep, when the Karnalak.i | 
batsman had 68 to his ciedit If one i 
was not exactly ecstatic about these ( 
two half cenruiies, it was simply be 
cause for the most part Eletcher chose > 
to operate with a one-and-a-half spin 
attack—left armei John Embuie.v 
liom the pavilion end and Fletchei. 
ves Fletcher himself, howling a 
<-‘uphemism loi leg .spin Both the bats 
men made best use of the bonus 
ottcTeci bv the England captain and 
Paiel got his 6K runs in a trifle moic 
than even tune, while Mohatiiai spent 
twice as maiiv minutes ten his 59 
Fletchei’s success eailier—Naiasimha 
Rdo Ibvv—must have been tiuiie tlai- 
teiing In the end he letiirnecl with an 
anaivsis cit one toi 82 ott 20 oveis 
Intelesnnglv enougli when Fletchei 
(lid leplace hiniselt with Cook, the 
lattei disposed olt Javapiakash and | 
Melici Baba m Ills second over ' 
Kesliultling the iioimal batting 
order, the tom ISIS o]>*-iied thcMi second , 
innings vvitli I'letclic'i and (lOwei (Jow- 
ei did not l.isi long, much to ilie ' 
disappointtnent tg the crowd which ! 
was osreiisihlv looking toiwaid lo tC i 
good innings liom him ^'.^cl'.lv, who 
had (lovvei laoghi behiiul bv Keddioll { 
the tiltti liall ol one ot his overs. i 
bowled his si\ih ball aftei luiii h and 
sriccesslullv claiiileil (’leott took leg 
Ih’Ioii' ^’adav was thus m line toi a 
hat-trick which was toiled hv the man , 
who held the stage on the tinal dav- I 

1 letchei j 

t letchei and ('latiing got togeihet 
lot a I54-IUII iraiineistiip loi the thud ; 
wicket 'Ihoiigti not in tlie same class | 
as (loocli's ceotiiiv on the second dav. I 
I'letiliei was neveitlicicss Lomplelelv I 
at ease, cliiviiig llmmilv .igaiiist the , 
spitini IS .iiicl giv mg lespc'ct on the tew j 
occasions it w,is due Ills ceniiiiv w.is i 
Ills '4th in tiist class ciickel and I 
vviilioiit doubt It must have given bun 

I h.ippii I 'i.iine *>11 the ll.uig.iloie ' 

I. si 

(■.illiil", ' 71 W.IS iivei'li.icliiv.I cl liv 
Ills skippei's c lion b'li II l.ic ki cl Ill'llli 

II ii|l*|oiitv iim povM I III I iiiiip.ti isiiii 
IP liniKed good I iioiigll 'll I'el In'. 

' hmidii'd bill III V.as out v.liili t vi.i", 
to clloji K.iii Mpiiile iiocl oi.lv sill 
cl'>■lll■d III s;ui king to Kli.ii.illi K'.ddi 
I'll .'soiilli /oMi N .id.iv loilcii li.iid loi 
the llilic wiikils he e.lint (I Hi 

! bowiiil 12 I VI IS mil'i.itii'eil .iiici was 
I siip|iiii!i il .It till oiliei I'tiii liv Naia , 
; siiiih.i Kao w iio I l.imii'd ilu luilv othi i 
I iic.lisii wickii III Mil- I'liiiii iiiaiili ' 
; B.iiiiv s hiipi's III st.iein.i .m iiimiecliate 
1 loiiii'lMik into ilii list sipi.id must , 
I li.ivi pliiimiii tied iiiiiiiipi'ssi’.e as he I 
I W.IS with liolli ii.it .Old biill 

Ihe liome ii.iiu's nioveini tit' on the ! 
tield weie i'v .mil l.uge l.uk.idatsical ; 
.iiiii tins siiioil out III stalk lelief i 
iig.iiost those III the '.isitois I 

S ol 111 /one's total ot 247 lor 9 at ' 
the end of the lust (lav's plav j 
seenieu lespectalile eno(ii:h. though, 
.iigii.ilrlv, tiles should hilvv been in a 
liappiei position alter being able to 







Parry’s Eclairs: 

The taste tiuit’s caught on... 



Yes, that's what everyone is saying Wherever The cucoa ennched soft centre that tastes 

you go. that’s what you hear All the time And it’s more "choculatey " And the liberal lashings of 
no wonder Because they 've discovered the nch milk and sugar 

couenng that /ust lingers in the mouth 

“It'S the greatesti” 

The eclair: 

Parrys 
malKit 
better. 

It) ’ J 
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make first use of a featherbed of a 
wicket Bnjesh Patel led South Zone 
because of Vishwanath’s indisposition 
,ind the lucky one to be accommodated 
wi the final eleven was Tamil Nadu's 
V Sivaramaknshnan The left handed 
iipening batsman could well have 
shambl'd his nose at the sclectois foi 
, t legating him to the reserves in the 
rust instance, foi it was he who lent a 
i.iiod deal of substance initially to the 
vtuth Zone innings with a knock oi 
;S—rhe second highest individual 
.lort in the tnsi innings 







Bob Wma—broke Soutn Zone’s backbone 


One Test old K. Srikkanth opened } 
the innings with bivaiainaknsiinaii at 
^ ter Pate! Ik'cH Keith Fletcher to the 
I spin of the tom and, preduiahls, de- ' 

; tided to bat In typualh sonthtul 
I esubeiatife. Srikkanth picked the , 

I lourth hall ol the d.iv oit his toes lo ; 

! line leg and 11 luiis weie on hoaiv* 

! allef l,e\ei had sent down llie scmiul 
; otei I'lii dll (he *iievvoiks hk inoviiled , 

; (lour bounddiies) in his kn.tik t>i 21, 

, ihe inosi exaspeiating aspect ol tins 
. \oung man is ihr niannei in whiili he 
gets inn Hi* i.itilied indecistxelv at one ' 

' lioiii Wiilis ,ind the ball ■.■iiiieil lo 
tiooili .u tiisi slip whti took ihe latiii , 

: knee high 

; In tde loniM* i.t Ins innings, siik 
k,*inli ilinosi i( peart tl Ins seioiul in 
ii'sigs dll in (III Komhds Its! whiih ] 
tost liini his wiikei 11ns Hint' he 
1 ) tdtled oi|i to ihe ie/,ion ol ihe slips ' 
.mil indilli II nils slood out ol Ins I 
sl>asi (osii ll wllo llt'ltit d [he hail ,11 ' 

; M'l'iiii! slip, took d swi|ie at iht ! 

^ sliinips It IS d (Jillei(')t ni.tlti r that 
' Siikt.iiiTh in.i'i.igi-(l III gioond his li.it 
I on lime ilooi li in diiv wise ■nissitl the 
! stiini|is .Old the lesiihdilt oveithlow 
I titei long on was eiedlleil ,is loin leg 
I lives One h.ul thnughi th.K tin man 
: Del lit whn h .Siikkiinth was iiin out in 
I thesfiond innings ol ihe Itiiirihav Ifsi 
' had taiighl him u good lesson abtnir 
sii.wmg tioni ihi sheller ot itease 
i OllVIlrlsIv 11 lias liOt 

tie siikkdiilli’s (iepaitnie loial liov 
Vi|.i- Moh.iiii j| (oiiifd Sivdiaitidkiisli 
i n<m llitn Sn,. had gtit his eve in j 
I and 'll his o'lii s(s<ialf mdiinei he , 
I tie(',.iii 'olltiinig mils As long hi* was 
I there lie looked solid Inn .It hi he went 
‘ h.u k III on* lioin I'aiil Alloll anil fell 
I iiliimli in lioiit ol till'wit kei Moliani.ii 
I siirvisid >■ li')lii>o|) ot d clitiiiie m 
1 Iliiiint oil Wilhsoll ihftiisi ball he 
j Idteii Willi* giec led the voi'iig man 
i vMtli om lint eot iip awkw.i'tllv and 
{ Miih.iniiit c-iiili! do no more ihdii hang 
his li.n Hi dolt nil Ins ttifso 'Ihe liall 
I cdsiiiillv loblnd 111 behind ol ihiid slip 
anil out I* h ih.'i a man voiinget than 
licithei nnglii have gohbleil ll tom 
Itiilabis Nt tei llieless, Miihanid) iiung 
I aiouiitl and got Ins inns 211 in dll--in 
dtilis .inil diahs He toimj a mote 
belligi'tmt paiiiiei in lavaptakash 
who tame in tin Sivaianidkiishnan's 
exit jjvapiakash suivived a fiery fiisl 
hall troni Alloll but lu; soon settled 
down 10 give the hrsi change bowler 
('•ooch till* stick In one ovei fioni the 
liiendlv paced l.ssex opening bar, 
(avapidkash thrashed him lot three 
successive fours and ot the seven 
houiidaries tii his innings of 31, live 
were off CtMith 

One huiidied and five for two i off 25 
overs) seemed a redsoiidble storing 
rate Jayaprakash was mainly re 
.sponsible lor this but the slide of sorts 
began in the fust hour of the post¬ 
lunch session Fletcher brought Willis 
from the Hill Fort end (the end from 
which John loiver and, later Allott 
could not get much purchase from) 
and that apparently did the trick In 
an inspiited spell of hostile bowling, 
Willis broke the backbone of the South 
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,'' . joi't JSk'"? 

aavaptaSrtsri si»nr htHuh live Minis 111 Ibtt Uinte 

/one In that one posi liintli spi‘ll 
Willis had Mohaiirai ginping deten 
sively at tint* learing at Ins ihioai .iiid 
('laiting pint ked ll e "Daisy" In almost 
identical tashiuii Willis gnl nd of 
Biiieah Patel and Jayapiakash and 
South Zone were 124 foi five tlieieab- 
ouis In that spice of d lastaiinii, 
Willis conceded just live luiis for ihe 
thtce wickets spiead over six overs 
Patel failed to open Ins account and 
the nine balls he fated in all did not 
show him III tniifideni light--helmet 
or no helmet 

Patel’s fellow Karnatakan Roger 
Binny, did little with ihe bat to en- 
haiuie his prospects of staging a come 
back and he dioodled 18 minutes be¬ 
fore opening his account with a single 
Lever got him a little later when 
wicket keeper Jack Richards picked 
up a great snick off the bottom of the 
bat and at first slip’s ankle level 

Bharat Reddy was swindled by one 
from Lever outside his off-stump and 
for the second time. Richards did'the 





needful without much fuss (South 
Zone 140 lor scvfti) It was then that 
; three 1(11 ,il heroes Narasimha Rao, 

[ Shivi.ll Y.id.iv dtul Mehei Baba came 
up with tlie cte.tt lestue ait 

Nadav, otleiitip. a lontidenl bat at 
.'iiiythint; liuiled at him stuck around 
1(1 Hive lini loriipaiis to his State 
skippei K.io fhe iwii put on 4ti runs 
loi the eu’.hih wii ket lieloie Yadav 
lell. howieii b\ l.nibiiii v N'ailav tailed 
to piik iht iihIiI line on .1 tiinviiid 
deteii-.iv( slroki and had his oil stump 
iipiooted Ills 24 lulls wen iiualuahk 
I and lie sinned llu eiHhili vmi ki l p.iit 
iiei ship with K.ni a lietK i leioHiUsed 
I bal on I rpi.il li'irii \lt< i V.id.li lell 
I ai IMS M< hei llah.i lieiiei klioiMi !o| 
i his hliaiiil s|iiiiiill!|' .ibilitlis, piastil 
i a lie.(I iiiipe.. .ibli iniiiiiHS ol <1 

Ij Sidelights 

i! 

1 j TAr"** I'lesi in and ex 

I I VV lest iiiik<'lel> wit Idinn. the 
j ' pen llu SI- dass. we wondered 
I j whelhi I Inimt! lest Liiikelei B S 
I I k hiuidiasekhai was in lisdoiabad 
' : on a i«]>niiiii>> asaitninent No, he 
I { smiled he 1 ariie to see llie match 
I I ‘just likt ih.ii 

! I Howi i.i, ( handi.i's indiiect 
etloil IS iiidnhpiu' in wiitiiiH ul 
soils in his 1(11 th. oiiiiiip, diitobiopra 
ph\ tluiiidi.i said ihai the bo(>k 
I W.IS in llie tiiial stages' and thoiiHh 
he vsa' not pit-p.ind to discuss the 
book >1 the innint III one Halheied 
that the tentaiiie title of the life 
and tulles of ('handi.isekhai would 
! lx ‘('h.india'' (A la Jell riioinsiin's 
i book ‘ I homino''I Will ilie book be 
I I ladi-ij wall ‘ioiitio\ei.sies’'J A cryp- 
I j til smih W.IS all the reply It elicited 
{ , liom C handi a 

AMAN SUBBA row, the 
pleasant mHiinered manager of 
I the tom inn l''riHlaiu] team, did not 
I think It was possible to sii.iti'li a lew 
I hiiiiis during his stay in Hydeiabad 
to vuit an old aiiiit ot his in Bapaila 
iieai (aintur, .some '500 miles away 
“This .Him of mine is the younKCst 
sister of my fatlier She must be 
around 80 years old and a little 
before we left England, 1 had a 
lovely letter from her 1 promised to 
look hei up during the tour, but I 
don’t think 1 will be able to make it 
from Hyderabad," Row told us at 
the nets preceding the opening day 
of the three-day match. Row said he 
would try to steal away during the 
rest day of the Uadras Test to visit 
this old aunt 

Kiss Chandrika Nayudu, dau^- 
ter of the legendary C.K Nayudu, 
was tn Hyderabad as one of the All 
India Radio commeatators for the 
match. Miss Nairudu, who teaches 
in a sdiool in liulore, ttdd os that it 
was the second inteiSMtional erkk- 
et match oommasttan that she was 
doing. She wM on we panel of a 


Baba’s first seven scoring strokes were * 
all boundaries! In one over from Allott 
the Andhra skipper (who plays most of 
hts league cricket in the Hyderabad 
league) thrashed the Laniashire 
medium fast for three consecutive 
fonts—a classv drive over midwicket, 
a jMjrfeitly timed hook and a powerful 
square cut—strokes executed with 
suih finesse that would have made a 
tup I light iiatsman proud of 

N.iiasiiniia Rau’s si not out was tin- 
kind ot innings needed in the hum His 
deteiiie was impenable .ind aflei he 
gillIImg (Mil with a (Oilpie ol 
tloiii ishiiig boumi.ii ICS .ift Alhitl he 
solid ed down .iiid did not seem ic .iin 
troiibh eitliei .ig.ii(ist l.c’sci and 
AIIoh''- ii.ue (It I nibuiet's lelt aim 
spin l.'.io shtiied two timilnl p.iit 


zonal match against a visiting ream 
four years ago .ind has done one 
Uanji Trnphv itiaich commentary 
we asked her age and she came up 
with that moth eaten lint" “Never 
ask a woman her age No, 1 would 
not like to tell vou mv age ” We 
thought our women had tome a 
long way Obviously many, still 
have nor 

Incidentally, I checked with John 
Thicknesse of the Standard and he ' 
said, “1 don’t think we have had a 
lady giving running commentaries 
lor BBC " 

D oing a Randall during the 
(Mist lunch session of the open¬ 
ing day was David Gower Gower 
hit It off very well with the crowd 
on the Eastern stands and en¬ 
livened the rather dull proceedings 
on the field to a certain extent He 
indulged in a bit of catching prac¬ 
tice with this section of the specta¬ 
tors. inviting them to bull the ‘jam’ 
fiuii winch he returned to the 
iiowd with his best compliments. 
The only missile he retained with 
him was a banana which he de¬ 
voured nght on the field and re¬ 
turned the skin to the donor with 
(hanks The crowd loved him for it. 
“Gower, Gowei" was the chant for a 
while but, following the tea break, 
Gower did not continue his good- 
hearted *pranks with his fans. 
Apparently, Fletcher and managmr 
Subba Row must have given him a 
piece of advice about not overdoing 
it 

THE Hyderabad Cricket Associa¬ 
tion has an ambitious plaua on the 
drawing boards to acquire a sta¬ 
dium it could adi its own. A total of 
Rs 4 crores is said to be the budget 
for the new atadhim on the Gym^ 
khana GroufKiS. With Tests in non¬ 
major centres like Bangalore and 
Kanpur slated to be "rotated", one 
should imi^e diat die HCA will 
sttongiy bid for a Test at Hyder¬ 
abad daie to anfmeet cunda 
for the pro|H»ed atadnsm. 
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iic‘isliit)s--liisr with Yiid.iv tut tbf ; 
eighth vMike* whiili vieliled 4H runs i 
:iii<l then, .in i<iemu.il talk with Mc-hi'i . 
B.ibj 1(11 the ninth wicket K.ui’s was .i i 
veiv lesponsible iiniiiigs whicli, t(» a ! 
huge exti III, kept Nmilh Zone’s he.id ' 
.(hove w.ilei lit dioie a slowei one j 
liom I.evci to inid on tin a single to l 
ii-.icli his '50 III ihe last over ol tne day j 
The next morning skipi>t*i Riiitsh i 
I’atel (leil.iieil the iiiriings i losc'd .it [ 
the overnight -.(oie ol 247 lot ‘1 i 
The til SI (lav’s howling hoiiouts , 
without doubt went to Bub Willis In i 
one devastating seiond spell in the 
post-lunch session he bioke the spine i 
ot the home te.iiii with some ■ nstamed j 
hostile bowling I'indnig (he pioddei ; 
Vipiv Moh.ini.ii in.in.iging to survive j 
bv Ills wits, Willis (hciiu'ed to buwiing I 
loiiiul the wiiket and got lesuiis iin 
mediately He got the ball to real up j 
nastily and was fastei than in the { 
pte-luneh session when he was howling 
tfoin the pavilion end All his victims 
tell lending oft balls that “jumped” 
Lever, who was not very accurate, 
ended up with two wickets but it was 
John Emburey who was all neat and 
tidy while claiming 2 for 38 England 
opened with Boycott and Gooch and by 
lunch (on the second day) they were 
lib without the openers being sepa¬ 
rated 

E NGLAND’S opening batsmen 
(5e(>ff Boycott and Giaham Gooch 
were a study in contrast The peerless 
plodder Boycott gave the South Zone 
opening bowling attack of Roger Binny 
and K Bharath Kumar far more respect 
than was due Boycott could have been 
facing Lillee and Thommo on a nasty 
Perth wicker lor all we knew—such 
was the approach he adopted On the 
other hand, Gooch was more realistic 
in his assessment of the opening bow 
lei s and the state of the pitch He was 
particularly severe to Binny and dur 
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MNNOT TOTM-a 

For England 

451 

46i Teal 

For India 

489 
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FOR aWtAND (4) 

179 

0 

L. 

Amiaa 

lal Teat 

151 

M 

C 

Cowdrey 

4th Taat 

136 no. 

A 

J. 

Walkina 

lat Teat 

113 njo. 

K 

f 

Darriwgion 

3rd Taat 


MHIF SCORtt wmi RCMin 

Dramm (England 203, 368-6. Intta 41S-6 dad) 

Drawn (Er^giand 256-3. In#a 486} 

Drawn (England 451. India 344. 463-4) 

England won by 6 wMa. (England 200. 206-4; 

India 173. 233) 

England won by an Inranga and 25 nina (Btgland 381. 
India 122. 234) 

LOWEtr lOTALi 
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For England 

200- 

lat Taat 

1901-62 

For India 

122 

let Taat 
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FOR Him <7| 

1976-77 

203 n.o 

Nawab of Pataudl 

4th Teal 

1964 

IW n.o 

V L Man(rBkar 

ard Taat 

1951-62 

164 n.o 

y S Hazara 

let Taat 

1901-62 

154 

V M Marchant 

lal Taat 


127 

M L. Jalaimha 

3rd Teal 


105 

Hanumani Singh 

4th Teat 


100 

B K. Kunderan 

4th Taat 


1973-73 

1078-77 


1664 

1901-82 

1951-52 

1981-52 

igeiioa 

1984 

1804 
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7—46 J Law lot Taai 

6-M5 G Arnold lat Test 


1978.77 
1972 73 


6-79 B S Chandrasekhar 1st Teal 1072-73 

6—91 S Q SMnda isl Taat t06t-S2 


COMPILED BY VUAYAN BALA 


ing this plijSL- ol rhe m.itcli lie nude 
hatting appeat sn i idiLulouslv simple 
The onlv thing ineitgaiit about (•ooih 
was his st.ince. hur the fluenrs with 
which he sroied oti the medium pac- 
eis, while his miiih senioi part net 
hummed and hawed, was a gieat tieat 
The ’>() i»l the inuings came in almost 
even time and Couth had stoied 41 of 
them In tact, even when Bhaiach 
Kumar was all awrv in line and length 
and inanv a time Inicing keeper Khar 
aih Keddv to collect the hall at hoot's 
level, Bovtott played three successive 
maidens Stikkanth leplaced his 
hrorhei-iii law Bharath Kumar without 
making any impiession in two overs 

With the advent of the spinneis, 
Cfooch i 4 uietened d(>wn a bit He did 
look set for a century before luntli 
until then. It was onlv the last over 
before lunch that Roycott himself 
seemed tired of the monotony of plod 
ding he stepped lui to drive Yadav on 
the off. hut that got him only two i uns 
In fact the first authentic stroke he 
eaecuted was when he was in his 
40’s—his Vadav pull fetched him four 
runs 

At lunch England reached 116 with 
Gooch (79) and Boycott (28) still theie 
By some strange alchemy Gooch 
.seemed out of grip after lunch .Some 
intelligent and tight howling by Shiv 
lal YaiJdv only explained part of the 



Shivlal Yjdaii—tKiwI&d very light 


stoic Gooch in Ins mid 80 s piofi'iii'i 
to got Ins inns ihiungh singles .iiii 
spent muie th.ni li.ilt .in honi in In 
‘lU’icnns ‘ 1 ( 1 ’,' (.oin h leiliairK'd nn 

heateii veilh I I'l i IK liun s i .old Biivi >il 
csiih 'r> will'll Ki'iili Mi'll 111*!'s riuis 
stnpiisnii; dcclai.iinm l.iimi siimi' 21 
inninti's ht-loie ii'.i Oiii* ini..giiu'd ih.i 
ilu> I'liglishmen would he kt-f"i m 
iisinp, ilns niati ii lot liiilinii'. piaitici 
And ihc tlci lai.itioii w<i'> i-vi-n iiion 
'’tiipiisiiig hfiiinsi' I'ligl.nid wtic stii 
hi I uns heliind ilii' Souili /.one total 
Siikk.inih aiul Si vai ain.iki islinai 
heg.in I he seCund innings i ainpaigi 
vvitii .1 hang Mu'si* two l.imii .Nadi 
opt'iieis will! h.ivt' 111 the l.isl seiisoi 
shait'd itianv hig npi'inMi’, jiaii 
nt'iships, i-nteiT.inu'd tin .petliitni 
with .1 ii'pi'.it pi ilium.nil)' Siikk.iiill 
I'spi'i lallv li eati'd Boh V\ dlls with cor 
It'tnpi stepping lint to diici him ovi* 
iind otI .ind hooking powi'itullv 
hotnuc'i III Ins Inst ocei itself and 2 
ol Ins 11 lulls e.imi' oH tlii' howling < 
Wilhs and iniludid .i gi'iii of .i lioo 
shot loi SIS Bill till' hig nun i vi-ntu.i 
I'. i!ot Inin icMi h.ills l.iii'i, .iiii'i I'Ic'til 
II ii'inovfd (..ining tioiii shorrii-i 
posit'd him deep .mil inovt'd Alloli l 
iilii' It'g VVilhs honiieid onn ,tl Si l' 
kantli .nicl itii' l.iite-i tell loi the op< 
mciiation to hook .\llotr goi niide 
ni-.iili the lull a ti'w vaids insidn ih 
tine leg li'iiei ISoiitli/one 10 for one 
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Mehras sacked from DDCA 

The ouster has come at last. After years of friction 
between the players’ union, led by MP Kamal Nath 
and BIshan Singh Bedi, and the supreme Delhi and 
District Cricket Association (DDCA) the former's 
efforts have been attended by success. In a blood¬ 
less coup, a few days ago, the Indian Cricket Board 
stepped in to restore order and to conduct the Delhi 
Test. K.R. WADHWANEY highlights the infighting 
and the present stage of the situation. 


OW have the mighty fallen' 

Ram Prakash Mehra and his 
nt'pliew Kewdl Mehra, sole monarchs 
i)t the Delhi and District Cricket Asso- 
Liation (DDCA) for more than two 
decades are not only facing near anni- 
liilation from cricket but they may be 
subtected to further punishment, if 
the charges of inisappiopriation, being 
investigated by the Central Bureau of 
Incestigation (CBl) are proved 
I'hc Mehras, a refugee family from 
I .ihore, are themselves to blame for 
the disgrace that they are undergoing 
at iireseiit. Alleged authors of convert¬ 
ing a cricket body—meant for promo 
tiiin of the game and charac ter- 
Iniilding of the youth—fiom a private 
li nited company into a personal affair, 
the Mehras maitteated the public, in¬ 
sulted Ranji Trophy and Test players 
and humiliated sports lournalists, who 
were tor years faithful to them The 
cup of complaints against them was 
Idled to the brim “1 admit I have 
cited It IS all a mattet of destiny. 
Buhan Smgh Bedi—eltorts succesf^J 


Someone belonging to your tribe led 
me up<he garden path before leaving 
me in the luich ’’ R P Mehra told me, 
luefullv 

If he had paid heed to plavers’ 
demands some two years hack, he 
might have lost one or two office¬ 
bearers, but could have stayed in pow¬ 
er because players were not against 
him “Yes, it was a blundei I always 
thought It was vet another storm in the 
tea cup," he admitted But the Mehras, 
in a mistaken notion, felt that the 
foi niatioii of the rival body— the Delhi 
State Cricketei s Association (DSC'A)— 
speai headed bv C'ongiess(I) MP Kam¬ 
al Nath and former India captain 
Bishan Singh Bedi, would die down 
Instead ot mending their ways and 
practising the dictum ot ‘live and let 
live’, the Mehras became more stub- 
boin and antagonised more people 

They called Kamal Nath names, 
shouted from housetops that they 
would teach the arrogant Sikh (Bedi) a 
lesson, and oigaiiised a made against 


sports journalists by making fictitious 
and fabricated complaints to their edi' 
tors Such were the dealings of the 
Mehras that there was no option left 
for self-respecting people but to unite 
together with the sole object ot throw 
ing the Mehias lock, slock and barrel 
An innocuous battle became a wai of 
attrition and players, led by selfless 
leader-cricketer Bedi, triumphed. 
Kewal rcsoiled to all kinds of tactics 
to undermine players and the Press, 
not realising that this bubble would 
burst some day “Yes. he has been the 
loot cause for all tiouble You know 
my terms with him.” R P Mehra 
admitted. 

Mr S K. Wankhede, president of the 
Board of Control tor Cticket in India, 
and manv other officials are naturally 
grieved that R P Mehra, former Board 
piesident. and Kewul Mehra vice 
president should be on the “mat”. 
While RP Meliia gels the benefit of 
being no more than "naive” in many 
respects, Hoard officials are convinced 
that Kewal Mehra is solely lespon: ihle 
fot the DDCA falling on bad davs Mr 
Wankhede agreed that no one, howev¬ 
er hig, powerful and influential, could 
displease and annoy .ill sections ard 
survive Pour iinp'oriant oitu iais of the 
DDCA, the two Mehtas, K K Bagai 
(trc'asuiei) ^nd R Satan (spurts 
secretary I. are lepoited to have les. 
igned It iS nut known whether they 
have ielinc|uished then offices in pio- 
lest against the Board's decision to 
organise the Test or ihev have been 
told that* the CBl piobe bad found 
them guilty on manv counts 

Meanwhile, a special committei has 
been appointed fur condiictni)' the 
third Test at Delhi The commotc-e, 
under the chairmanship of .Mr Wank 
hedc, has Mr I S Bindi a as the con 
venor and Mr P M Riingta as tr<>asui 
er S.K Wankhede is a seasoned politi 
Clan and a good public telaiions m.in 
He feels, and rigbrlv so, that notliiiig 
should go amiss at aiiv cenire Test oi 
zonal fixtuies—during his teniiic* 
Aware that the Mehia tamilv have 
fallen fiom grace wiili the players, 
public and Press and they would bring 
^eater disrepute to the Board, he and 
his working committee >k-cided that 
the Delhi Test should be oiganised 
under the direct supei vision of the 
Board 

Mr I S Bmdra, special assistant to 
the Home Ministei, '/ail Singh, is 
young, dynamic and president of the 
Punjab Cricket Associaiiort He is 
known for his organising ability and 
has provided some stability and chai- 
acter to the PCA, which was in the 
doldrums not long ago And about Mr 
P M Rungta, the foi mer president of 
the Boaid, it is nothing new to orga 
nise a Test match. 

The exit of the Mehras should be c.ii 
object lesson or warning to the bosses 
of many other State associations to set 
theii homes in order bcloie another 
Bedi can launch a grim battle against 
their undemocratic funciioniiig and 
anarchy 
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News: International 


ASIA PACIFIC GOLF 

Japan too good 


I T was indeed a rare sight for the 
golfing fraternity The best 
amateurs from ten out of 17 member 
countries of the Asian Golf Confedera¬ 
tion congregated at the Old Course of 
the Royal Calcutta Golf Club vying for 
the Normura Cup—a team cham¬ 
pionship competition on the lines of 
the Eisenhower Cup It took India 
nearly two decades to play host. It will 
now take more than thirty years for 
the biennial tournament to come back 
to this country And, most probably, 
Delhi will bid for it. 

This competition calls for true 
skill—no flukes or loose play—be¬ 
cause each player from each four- 
player team plays four rounds in four 
days and out of a total team contribu¬ 
tion of 16 rounds, the best 12 are taken 
into account—the best three cards 
each day. 

The highlights of the tournament 
were Japan’s retaining the title—the 
sixth time since the tournament’s in¬ 
ception in 1963—and India’s superb 
recovery from the dumps Incidental- 
SakaM m action 



ly, India had been participating in the 
Normura Cup from 1967 and had 
wrested the title once, in 1973, from 
the formidable Japan by three strokes 
in Indonesia But, on the whole, India’s 
display was rather consistent, actually 
mediocre if we are to judge by the 
results over the years. 

In view of the Asian Games next 
year there is cause for cheer for the 
Indian team as it has talented youngs¬ 
ters in national champion Rajeev 
Mohta, Brandon D’Souza and Ranjit 
Nanda and, of course, we can never 
forget the veteran international Ashok 
Malik, who has taken part for the fifth 
time in this competition—the sad part 
being that he was not in the winning 
team in 1973 If there is a sincere 
effort by the Indian Golf Union and 
the Centre to give the young players 
including Lakshman ‘Bunny’ Singh 
some international experience then 
India can surely be a medal prospect. 

The evidence was the recent 
amateur meet at the RCGC where the 
young players who were initially over¬ 
awed by the foreign field and finished 
ninth on the first day came back into 
reckoning and subsequently stood 
fourth 

Perhaps, the result would have been 
more encouraging had Ashok Malik 
played better. He later confessed that 
something was wrong in his swings and 
rued the fact that there was no one to 
advise him 

But do we really have anyone who 
can point Ashok Malik’s defect? Said 
the veteran. “I could do little for the 
team. But the juniors, especially Bian- 
don and Rajeev, played really well. I 
think India can do well in the Asian 
Games provided these juniors get 
more experience.” 

True, Rajeev Mohta played extreme¬ 
ly well In fact, he improved each 
round. In the third round, he returned 
with a par card of 73 (there were only 
six par rounds and only 12 sub par 
scores out of a total 160 rounds). But 
he did bring the best score on the final 
day of 2 under par Teeing off last in 
the three ball with Japanese Tetsuo 
Sakata and Australian Ossie Moore, 
who were fighting for the individual 
honours, Rajeev was seen in his ele¬ 
ment by eclipsing both the foreigners 
bv some immaculate golf for a 71. 
I'nfortunately, he missed a par on the 
8th, 12th and the short 13th 

But the 12th witnessed some drama 
and play was held up when he pulled 
his drive into the trees on the left. The 
bail was in a bad spot for him to take a 
stance He asked for relief under the 
golf rules. But after much discussion 
the committee turned down his plea. 


‘ However, matle a viiiatit Hfon to 
save his par but his putt didn’t help 
Despite tnat, he did exhibit one of the 
finest shots on the tough, pm- 
positioned, 17th and excelled. Mohta's 
course of the game changed on the 
15th with an amazing long putt from 
the rough for an eagle. There was no 
stopping thereafter and he only mis 
sed his putts on the 16th and 18th 

As for Sakata and Moore it was 
difficult going While the Japanese set 
the course ablaze on the opening day 
with a 69 followed by a three over in 
the second round, and coming back 
two under in the third put him in 
contention for the individual prize, the 
Australian had two sub par cards of 70 
and 71 with a two over in the second 
round to level on 216. But in the final 
tussle, Moore who took an initial lead 
fell back in the 11th when Sakata 
produced a stunning shot from the 
edge of the tank that helped him reach 
the green and par the hole Actually, 
Moore lost the race due to aweful 
putting 

As for New Zealand who took a lead 
of four under 215 over defenders 
Japan on the first day through con- | 
tribution of Cohn Taylor (70) and Neil 
Gaskin (71) could do little against 
Asia’s best amateurs in the subsequent 
rounds only to finish second—22 
strokes behind Japan Australia and 
India claimed the third and fouith 
positions, respectively 

Said the Kiwi nun-playing captain 
Mr Wardell: “The course was good but 
it’s a pity that it was hard We thought 
It would be greener and softer We lost 
because we just kept hitting and put 
ted badly. Another reason is when we 
saw so many tanks it made us uneasy 
and thought that we may face a lot of 
trouble though there weren’t much / s 
for the Japanese they were very good 
They beat us because they indulged in 
a lot more stroke-play events than we 
did. Roughly they play about 30 or 
more stroke competitions, whereas we 
have about five tournaments 
annually ” 

This Asia Pacific meet was the 
Kiwis’ second participation and it was 
a privilege that they came to play in 
India for the very first time since they 
began to play golf some 120 years ago 
“It took us nearly 120 years to get to 
India, the oldest outside the United 
Kingdom, and probably it will take us 
another century to play here,” con¬ 
cluded Mr Wardell with a smile. 

Said the Japanese manager, Mr San- 
saku Tamira “The Old Course is 
beautiful Every hole here calls for 
precision golf. The reason we won the 
tenth Asia Pacific title was because we 
had good rest as we had nothing to do 
after playing Here, the course is har¬ 
der than the ones in Japan. It tires 
your legs as if we are playing 27 boles 
rather than 18. My players did a great 
job In fact, we got the best three 
scores on the first three days. It is the 
only team where all four—Sakata (69), 
Katoh (69), Naito (70) and Kanatani 
(72) returned sub par cards.” 

SUBHASH SARCAR 






INDIA AT THE KING’S CUP 

Injunr hit u$ badly 

India’s chief coach P. K. BANERJEE analyses the 
performance of the Indian team in the tournament 


E ven before the tour got under 
way, we had too many injuries, 
suffered especially by the front-line 
players. Shyamal Banerjee with a torn 
muscle and Parminder Singh with a 
had ankle injury could not serve their 
country at Merdeka. Then followed 
the trip to North Korea only a few 
hours after we came back from Kuala 
Lumpur In North Korea, Prasun 
Banerjee injured an ankle, Harjinder 
Singh got a muscle snap and Parmer 
was having some knee trouble But all 
the players continued playing as the 
level of competition was very high 
Then came the tour of UAE, which 
lesultcd in Xavier Pius and Monoran- 
jdn Bhattacharya, two of my regular 
players, being sidelined To make it 
even worse, during an exhibition 
. match at Nagpur, Mihir Bose, anothei 
regular was injured. 

Despite these injuries, the team 
started preparing for the King’s Cup at 
Bangkok at the St Thomas ground in 
Calcutta During the practice sessions, 
Compton Dutta suffered a knee injury 
and Alok Mukherjee, the new player 
in the squad, got a fibie tear Then 
Shvamal Banerjee, just when he was 
recovering from his earlier injury, got 
another bad one But, according to the 
schedule drawn, we went to partici¬ 
pate in the King’s Cup at Bangkok, 
however, with great reluctance For 
the first time in the history of Indian 
football, a surgeon of great repute. Dr 
Jayanta Sen, was sent along with the 
team Here a woid of praise for him 
will not be out of place He has offered 
to devote his time and service to the 
cause of Indian football. 

1 wds all the more unenthusiastic 
about our-participation in the tourna¬ 
ment because only 17 players were 
allowed to be taken to the competi¬ 
tion, and with so many injuries, it was 
bound to be a big problem Ultimately, 
Xavier, Monoranjan, Mihir and Par- 
minder were left out of the team. 
Harjinder. Prasun, Shyamal, Compton 
and Parmer with partial injuries made 
the trip. On our arrival at Bangkok, 
and after the managers had met, we 
learnt that we had been placed in a 
very strong group, comprising the 
joint holders of the. last Asian Games, 
North Korea and South Korea, the 
qualifiers to the last World Cup, but 
eliminated this year, Australia and a 
team from Poland along with the Thai¬ 
land B team. 

That was ^oup B. On the other 
hand, group A comprised Thailand A, 
Singapore, Indonesia, Malaysia, Pakis¬ 
tan and a team from China. It was a 
weaker group and even the Thai pap¬ 
ers did not forget to mention that most 
of the teams in this group would come 


a cropper if they were pitted against 
the those in the second group That 
Thailand A beat North Korea 2-1 dur¬ 
ing the extra time in the final is, 
however, a completely different story 

The organisers had some trouble in 
housing the teams and ultimately they 
were accommodated in three different 
hotels. After the opening ceiemony 
during which all the teams took part in 
the march past Thailand A played 
against Singapore in the opening 
match of the tournament Our first 
match, against Poland, was played on a 
rain-soaked ground where two 90- 
minute matches had taken place ear 
her One can well imagine the condi¬ 
tion of the ground, whith was com¬ 
pletely churned up The team that 1 
fielded that day comprised Bhaskar 
Ganguly, Compton Dutta, Subrata 
Bhattacharya, G .S Parmer, Alok 
Mukherjee, Fareed, Prasun Banerjee, 
Prasanta Banerjee; Manash Bhat¬ 
tacharya, Shabbir Ali and Bidesh Bose 
It can be noted that except Parmer, all 
the players are from Bengal I purpose¬ 
ly fielded these players because they 
were used to similar conditions in 
Calcutta The Polish team was finding 
It very difficult to set their rhythm on 
the rain-soaked ground On the other 
hand, after the initial tension, the 
Indian team settled down and madu 
two to three openings down the left 
wing 

On one occasion Bidesh Bose could 
have scored when the hind stopper 
(the one playing at the back, sort of a 
sweeper) went forward to mark Shab¬ 
bir All, who had withdrawn a bit. 
Prasanta sent a lofted shot between 
the side batk and the left stopper, fur 
Bidesh to rush through the opening 
But, even after getting hold of the ball, 
Bidesh failed to put it past the goal¬ 
keeper. Then Bidesh sent a back- 
centre, which found the Polish goal¬ 
keeper m serious trouble and Manash 
darted in to intercept the ball in front 
of the helpless goalkeeper, but missed 
in sheet excitement Thereafter, the 
Polish players, finding it difficult to 
adjust to the conditions, changed their 
strategy and opted for long pB.sses and 
curling centres and the short IndiaiiS 
had a hard time coping with their style 
of play Here 1 want to add that this is 
a disadvantage 1 have been facing at 
all the international outings Now, 
even the teams from Asia have at least 
four *0 five players who are above six 
feet 

But in the second half of the match 
the Indians were fighting fiercely 
against the poLshed Polish team The 
ground was hampering their style of 

lay These players have skill, but the 

all was not travelling very fast. Their 


one-toudi game was not funetioniag 
properly and understanding the diffi¬ 
culty of the Polish team, they started 
attacking their opponents* uial. A 
chance was created when Shabbir tag¬ 
ged the hind stopper with him to the 
midfield and Prasanta had the open 
goal Prasun, taking the rebound from 
Shabbir. neatly placed the ball on an 
unmarked zone foi Prasanta to control 
It on the run The whole stadium was 
tense as they saw Prasanta leceive the 
ball and had only the helpless Polish 
goalkeeper in front of him The stop- 
pei and the side back were left behind | 
and they gave a hot chase and about ^ 
the same time, the custodian rushed 
out of his charge In haste, Prasanta 
took a wild shot which went over the : 
bar by a lew inches. 

The last chance came India’s way 
when Compton Dutta moved up as an - 
overlapping wmg-back and centred 
the ball on top of the box for Shabbir 
to head it in Shabbir beat the out¬ 
stretched hands of the custodian and 
the ball was crawling into the open 
goal But the right back came to the 
rescue and colly placed the ball out of 
danger. If only Manash, who was near¬ 
by, had been a little more resourceful 
and had darted in, India could have 
scored a suie goal That was the 
nearest the Indian team came to 
scoring. 

On the othei hand, Poland, awed by 
the dogged display put up by the 
Indian midfieiaers and defenders, 
were further Irustiated by the pitch 
All along the Polish forwards made it a 
point to crowd Bhaskar when he was in 
control of tin* ball and the referee did 
not even once come forward to help 
him, which is normaly done because 
the custodian is bound by the four-step 
regulation. Bhaskar once had the ball 
and suddenly one of the Polish players 
rushed towards him. In order to pro¬ 
tect himself, Bhaskar lifted his knee as 
the players came charging in. They 
struck Bhaskar and he fell down. The 
Chinese referee, without seeing what 
reallv happened, pointed to the 
drcaoed sj^it and it was converted. 

The Indian team protested against 
the decision, but they did not behave 
as the other teams do Other teams 
would have created a terrible scene, as 
we have .seen during match against 
North Korea and China. Not satisfied 
with the decision of the refeiee, the 
Chinese ream even heckled him and 
threatened to walk out of the tourna¬ 
ment The I'hai officials, with folded 
hands requested the team to continue, 
but ultimately the highest Chinese 
authorities came and settled the mat¬ 
ter Only then did the team continue 
playing In the present world of foot¬ 
ball, we in India are not up to date 
about the antics that take place inside 
the ground They inact diamas to 
pressurise the referee. Seeing the per¬ 
formance of the Indian plavers against 
Poland, I realised what Bishan Singh 
Bedi must have felt at Lahore. Any¬ 
way, the damage was done in the 83rd 
minute and we lust a match, that 
should have gone our way 
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Our next encounter auinst Vforlll 
Korea was again played after two 
matches on the same day. Again it was 
a rain-soaked pitch. One thing that 1 
want to add here is that wherever we 
have gone to play in tournaments, we 
have carried the rains with us. First it 
was at Merdeka, then North Korea and 
now at Bangkok. The rains were totally 
unekDccteu and we all thought that it 
was the Indian team that was carrying 
the clouds along with them Anyway, 
the playing conditions were possibly 
the worst one could think of Very 
recently we had toured North Korea 
and so we weie well aware of their 
pattern of game They sent a very 
formidable side and we feared their 6' 
2V striker most Our fears came true 
nine minutes after the start From a 
centre by the right back, the striker 
beat Alim Khan (plaving at an unusual 
position as a left back and not in his 
usual place as a stopper Incidentally, 
that was the only change I made in the 
team, bringing in Alim in place of 
injured Alok) and Subrata, who was 
our best headei in the team, at the 
first bai The tall stiiker chested the 
ball and from eight yards placed the 
ball beyond the reacli of Bhaskar 
Ganguly 

With limited resouiies, tins was the 
best match we played in the last thtee 
months, especially in the second half, 
when Bulesh Bose started shaping up 
very well Rut the othei winger. Man- 
ash, in spite ()l repeated ret|uests and 
coaxing, could not live up to his repu¬ 
tation Towaids the 23id minute of the 
set Olid half there was a peciiliai scene 
The otherwise coiiiident light back of 
the Noith Ktiieaii side, who plaved 
with a iieniendous load, covei ing a lot 
ol giouiid in the deience and always 
moving up to act as an extra right 
wing, stalled taking a lot ot liheity 
with Kidesh Rose Bidesh didn’t like 
the mannc'i in which he was dodged 
and when the light back, veiy aitisn 
calls tiled to pass the hall, Ridesh, 
(ilistrated at being humiliated, 
chaiged hatk, gathered the ball, and 
passed If on to Shahbti All Now, bolh 
the stoppeis rnosed to ihe right and 
Shabbii plait'd a double pass When 
he last got the hall, he kept the two 
Stoppers on tin* s\ i ung side and with a 
beantitul light footer placed the hall 
heynnd the itaih ol the onrushing 
custodian Itom then on. u was a 
diffinent Indi.in team fighting tor ev¬ 
ery tiall and the Noith Koiean for¬ 
wards had no othei option hut to fall 
back and help the delendeis, and thus 
seeing the game o\ei The crowd that 
was present at the gioiind that day 
gave a standing ovation to ihe Indian 
bovs 

B FFUKK tilt' niaicli against Austia- 
lia. we had moie piohlems Shyam- 
al Banei lee was again iniuied dining a 
pidctice session. Alok was out aftei 
the first match and I’usun who was 
plaving with a plasieiod ankle had 
anothei bad knock in the Iasi match 
Shabbii u.is complaining ot a thigh 
inpirv which he had snstainetl at iht 
Ban.ickpoie camp and there was Par- 


m«r also sitffering from ft bad 
But still, the last named players ear¬ 
ned on spiritedly against Australia on 
the rain-soaked pitch The Australian 
team, which consisted of seven British 
piotessionals, mainly from Liverpool 
and Manchester United and another 
from Italy, were playing superbly in 
the touinainent They had beaten 
Thailand B 4-0 and had drawn 1-1 after 
having the better of the exchanges 
against North Korea They were the 
only team who were playing the right 
type of football that was so very essen¬ 
tial in those conditions But the Indian 
team gave everything they had to 
prove that they weie once again trying 
to reach the top bracket among the 
Asian teams 

The game, right from the start, was 
charged with action The Australians, 
shouting at the lop of their voice to 
encourage each other, as they normal¬ 
ly do, started playing with high kicks 
and going for big body tackles which 
put the Indian players in serious trou¬ 
ble There was pressure on the Indians 
light fiom the wuid ’''gc)" and for the 
fust 1!» minutes they were reeling 
undei pressuie Ultimately the de¬ 
fence bioke fiom a heading deflection 
and the Australian lett winger scored 
tiom a placed shot The* appeal by the 
Indian players toi an off-side was 
tuined down by the rcfeiee Im¬ 
mediately after that, they again put 
the hall into the net, but this time it 
was disallowed as off-.side At this 
juncture the Indian ic-arn was fighting 
haid to keep their nose just above the 
watei 

llai inuiet replaced Manash in the 
second lialf, but it was soon apparent 
that he was not finding his touch after 
a long lay-off Then, in the second half 
the Australian foiwaids made it a 
point to charge Bhaskar whenever he 
had the hall Dm mg one such charg¬ 
ing, Bhaskar w as hurt and on his thigh 
weie the marks of thiee studs Bha.skar 
was fur ions and leacied by lugging the 
f>T" centietorward to the ground, with 
a wiestiiiig style giip and this seemed 
to woik like magic They never ex¬ 
pected the 5'8" man to grab the giant 
in that wav and fiom then on no one 
dated to chaige Bhaskar again Soon, 
after about 20 minutes in the second 
lialf, llai jindet was replaced by Kai- 
iick Sett 

Then came our best chance Farced 
sent a throu.gh pass to Shabbir, who 
only had the goalkeepei to beat. The 
custodian rushed out of his charge and 
Shabbir gently placed the ball over 
him It was entering the net when out 
of nowheie the right back cleared the 
ball ID safety If only Bidesh had 
reactev. he mnld have got that goal 
Then Faieed was pinned down on the 
ground and his ankle was badly in- 
juiecl by the aluminium studs, but still 
he continued despite great pain Simi¬ 
lar fate befell Piasun also who was 
c'ffectively contiolling the midfield 
riiese tw'o weie limping and Manash 
was nowhere near the ball, which 
brought uui stiength down to ju.st 
eight players Till the end, the Indian 


^team tried their iMt, but itD in vain. 

That they had given their beans out 
in the first three matches was evident 
during the encounter against South 
Korea, at Chonbury, some 80 miles 
away from Bangkok This match was a 
disaster for India. But, here 1 must 
mention what happened before the 
match took place. For lunch, both the 
teams were invited to a sea side icn- 
taurant, where they were served with 
all sorts of food. Food has been a 
constant problem with the Indian boys 
in international outings and this time 
this became all the more evident when 
must of the players could not eat 
anything The authorities were very 
.sorry but nothing could be done in the 
short lime left before the match 

The South Korean side was their 
national team, but a Services side, 
which consisted oi some national plav- 
ers But thev had enough strength to 
demolish any second rate side The 
Indian team that played that day was | 
Bhaskar Gangulv, Compton Dutta, 
Subrata Bhattacharya, Parmer, Alim 
Khan, Ashok Fadke, Prasanta Banei 
jee, Harjinder Singh, Kartick Sett, 
Shabbir Ah and Bidesh Bose The 
Indian team, after having seen North 
Koiea destroy South Koiea 2-0 earlier, 
perhaps grew complacent and thought 
that they would have an easy time 
Tins was reflected in the attitude of 
the players and in the very fust mi 
nute oi the match, Subrata instead of 
heading the ball clear, allowed it to 
travel and went after the player lor 
some unknown reasons The Koiean 
winger darted in like an arrow and 
took control over the ball Subrata 
partially recovered, tried to tackle him 
fiom behind and m the process all he 
could do was to trip him inside the 
box Naturally, the refeiee from Singa 
poie pointed to the dieaded spot—die 
penalty. The Indian team could nor 
recover from this early setback South 
Korea put pressure on and there were 
waves of attacks and the defence con¬ 
tinued making mistake after mistake 
Normally, my midfielders and for¬ 
wards fall back to help the defence, 
but they did not do that in this match 
With one goal down, the Indian team 
wanted to attack The midfielders 
were moving up and m the process left 
huge gaps and failed to mark the 
opponents Especially, the lack of 
speed was becoming very prominent 
The second goal came when Compton 
failed to head properly and a centre 
was beautifully received by a midfiel¬ 
der The third goal was again initiated 
from the left flank From the centre. 
Bhaskar rushed out of his charge and 
the ball tell on the toes of an attacker 
Subrata tried to save the situation, but 
only succeeded in putting the ball into 
the net while running back 

After the interval, the Indian team 
kept attacking, but it was of no avail. 
From a Kartick centre, Shabbir missed 
a goal from hand-shaking distance, 
Prasanta's shot hit the crosspiece and 
came back into the field and from the 
rebound, Ashok shot over the bar. 
Again from a Bidesh centre, Shabbir 
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missed • possible ebance. Then 
Bidesh, with only the goalkeeper to 
beat, struck the bar from 15 yards. 
Then came the fourth goal. It was 
futile to attempt to get the South 
Korean players in an off-side trap. 
There wrere three forwards against 
Bhaskar alone, who kept diving from 
feet to feet. It was the last straw in the 
camel’s back. In the dymg moments. 


s' * 

vrhen the kat time was being ^ayed, 
two more goals were scored by the 
South Koreans, the dispirited mdian 
defence moving no match for them. 

The Indian campaign which started 
three months back, before the tour of 
Kuala Lumpur for the Merdeka 
tournament has been an up-and-down 
one. The players in the first team have 
played a lot of international matches 


in the past montha, and just whaB it 
seemea that they were gaining stabQ’ 
in, they dipped down, it reminds me 
of an arithmetic problem we solved at 
school: a monkey, trying to climb a 
greased pole only succeeds in going up 
and coming down. But, without ex¬ 
cuses. I can say that we are still way 
behind fee the race at the Asian 
Games and time is ticking away fast. 


THIRD INDOPAK HOCKEY TEST 

Only hockey wins 


N either India nor Pakistan, only 
hockey won—that was what Pakis¬ 
tan’s premier daily newspaper Pakis¬ 
tan Tunes said in its headline on the 
third hockey Test between India and 
Pakistan, played at an exceptionally 
fast pace 

Nothing could have been more 
appropriate a description than this. It 
rained heavily on November 26, the 
day before the match. Yet the enthu¬ 
siasm of the hockey fans of Lahore was 
not dampened People from all walks 
of life ran to the Gaddafi Stadium 
which seemed packed to its capacity 
even one hour before the start 
President Zia-ul-Haq too came as the 
chief guest to the occasion and was 
introduced to the players of the two 


teams 

For the first time in the scries, the 
two teams were to play under two 
neutral umpires from Holland who 
later proved extremely competent in 
their job India went all-out right from 
the beginning, with the wingers 
Kaushik, Mervyn, Shahid and Syed Ali 
playing superbly After repeated raids 
India snatched the first penalty comer 
in the sixth minute of the first half 
But the chances could not be utilised 
Three long corners followed soon. But 
luck eluded India on all these occa¬ 
sions 

Pakistan now came into the attack, 
launching powerful raids on the rival 
citadel. In the llth minute Pakistan 
earned the first penalty corner, but 


only to fail to convert it. The strup^e 
continued between the two sides ! 
thereafter, till Pakistan got another : 
penalty corner in the 25th minute. But ! 
It too brought no result. Four minptes 
later, Pakistan got another penalty 
comer. This time, Mantur-ul-Hassan's 
hit went off the target after being 
deflected by an Indian defender's 
stick. But then followed the most 
powerful attack with Mervyn and 
Kaushik tearing apart the Pakistani 
defence A serious infringement cost 
Pakistan a penalty stroke to be taken 
by India. Amidst shouts and noise from 
the stands, left-half Gurmail from Jul- 
lundur struck to put India one up. 
Pakistan could have levelled the score 
two minutes later, but Khalid Hamid’s 
hit was cleared by Negi and India 
retained the lead till the breather.* 

After the change of ends it was a 
different Pakistan who attacked the 
Indian territory with a vengeance. In¬ 
dia were clearly under pressure now. 
In the fifth minute after break, Saeed 
Khan, who hovered dangerously near 
the Indian citadel, missed a good 
chance of scoring Before this, Surjit 
Singh, the Indian defender, had 
thwarted another Pakistani move. 
Pakistan wasted another penalty cor¬ 
ner in the 8th minute. Two minutes 
later, Saeed Khan found the public 
cursing him when the Indian goalkeep 
er falling cut of position, he scooped 
the ball high in sheer excitement. It 
seemed luck was against them 

But the Pakistani players main¬ 
tained their pressure and nobody 
knew the situation would change so 
dramatically. In the 12th minute strik¬ 
er Hassan Sardar struck the ball home 
to level the score It was a good field 
goal. 

But hardly before the sky renting 
cheers from the crowd subsided, Saeed 
Khan, who had missed the target ear¬ 
lier, scored a classic goal bringing the 
entire Pakistani crowd to its feet. 

In fact, Saeed scored from almost a 
zero angle The Pakistani strikers 
chased a fast hit, Negi rushed forward 
and after ensuring that the ball has 
almost gone past, stopped chasing it 
But Saeed Khan, in a desperate bid, 
just put his blade and flicked the ball 
in a flash action and the ball went in. 

The tide was against India now. 
Pakistan wasted a penalty corner in 
the 20th minute India escaped 
another danger a few minutes later 
But five minutes before the close, 
India forced a penalty corner Rajin- 
der Singh, the right full back, .struck 
the board to restore parity. 

HARBANS SINGH VIRDI 


KHIlim two Unis by one stone 


H ow our lo-called hodcey fima 
aneak into Pakiitan »aA-ia> 
dulgt in wniiggling i« tmfoUnd by 
tin etofy namml bdowi , 
November 2S, Wxxhebondef near 
the BS^ d^eclqiKiK tM 
aide: A laiie crowd of boefcegr tw 
from all over PuBja^ were tmfimx 
waiting to get tbejr paaaym-t«' 
visaed* Of (knnfc miy uot* who 
have Unks.a^ wpMr aiwirh^ 
coidd mattan eo penetrew hit but 
they loonTotwtd themselves coe- 
fronted- with, many onforesebn 
probleias. Thtwe photou^phs were 
■ requhwd to . get t visa, out moat of 
tbem md.aet have go mmnr phoi^ 
franiii .with iOumit Amrftsir beut 
' »iaafiremthebafte|,ltUM'Waiw 
rente Attariwharew^ were obv 
.two nbotogtaphera’ studhia: One 
ran agiht id f&i rtdla as a resiilt of 
tpe suQaen vomit wnue tneie wee a 
’ power feOwrd ia dw area of w 
' aacoed phofepiapher, iThe- viil- 
, aa ak j irf jaow'raa h) Shu CindJait 
•jw wxm'wao’ffioiBarthare toe. Tbdh 

ing their proWou aolveo dtova at a 
braaksM spaed bath to WiudML 
A sugwrinteD^nt of pcdicean^ 

wM jugn- 



dW' 


Smdlum. Lahwe: The viu^ielders 
rim into another maior difficult.' 
.The State Bank of Inmo offlciob u 
Wagha disclosed that they hu no 
Insmieticms from the Reaarve Bank 
dClmlia to release foreign ettmwey- 
Ttiis reporter, despite beiag h0l|ied 
by a Pekistani, cuatomt Officer, ' 
Mahmood, and anoefaer ^ituniwe- 
tioa officer, wu thrown bade Into - 
the Indian territory thrica who had - 
no ddbr with hiin. .IhuiiM'doAfr 
value shot up. This reporter too had 
to buy them from black nuvkot 01 
Ba. la per dollar. But die rate inoo 
rocket^ to Rs. 3S per ddhu'-. 

November 27, GaoddH Stadliun, . 
Lahorei, Ody aboot SO of tbqw 
ettChuaiastt wore thera at the 
ggwnnd, Wbeie were the othors7 

Nbgt day tiM oMTstery was lolvad. 
Huy were all tmnai, ah^piNt at 
Amuktli Baser, L uh d a Bwar and 
Kwatamglr Mai^. A bodmy Ian 
even expressed m« deore te see a 
jttu|ira..at Heera Mamdi later duit 
.aveidng. 

Kbwthe leat,|Keiie ihifis bade Jto 
the Indo-Pak border: The hedus., 
fens ware returning with cossenei, 
radkMets, camerds, tape tecorden, 
.- Ja pa nes e seris end what not. dthdr 
' Mchediiuo their auheasM or dat^ 
,iiilgjrpia thehr 

H. S. VIROt 
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When the willow - wielding Engiishmen arrive ... 



don't get caught behind the wicket 1 
Sun for a WEU W3N TV right how. 



Procrastination never pays, 
Now is the time to think of a 
TV... so that you have enouqh 
time to choose the best TV for 
wefching the Cricket Test 
right in your home 

Take a look at KELTRON TV 
It has amazing picture clarity 
and corner-to-corncr brilliance. 
A lightning-fast catch a high¬ 
flying ball going beyond the 
boundary You won t miss .my 
of the action on KELTRON TV 

Added to this are the picture 
stability and sound clarity of 
KELTRON TV Backed by the 
unrivalled electronics expertise 
of Keltron . and extra efficient 
after-sales service 

Don't wait till the eleventh 
hour Buy your KELTRON TV 
early enough and make sura 
of a great Test season Right 
in your living room. 


KELTRON TV A few highlights 

worth considering: 

* Five attractive models— 

Deluxe to Economy 
including one with 61cms 
screen. 

* Sustained picture clarity 
and stability. 

* Operates continuously over 
a longer duration of time. 

* True high fidelity sound 
and fine-tuning. 

* Vfiy low power 
consumption. 

■ Extremely reliable 
after-sales service, if 
required. ISS 
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* 12-channel solid-state 
circuitry for multichannel 
reception. 


know-how to serve che peoale 

Kerala State Electronics 
Development Corporation Ltd 


Buyingd KBJNUNTV 
is bite reserving a pavilion seal! 


Bombay '• Delhi • Calcutta 
Madras • Trivandrum • Bangalore 
Hyderabad a Ahmedabad 
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iKabaddi 

I guillotined? 

I T seeitiii that loss of monev, time and 
energy matters little in this countiy 
I \nd piumises too, count tui nought, as 
' IS the case with kabaddi which is going 
I 1(1 he staged, only as a demonstration 
j spoi t on November 29 during the ninth 
i Asian Games at New Delhi next yeai 
It may be recalled that the move to 
get kabaddi included in the Asiad 
cieiits began aftei the Bangkok 
(},imes in 1978, Correspondence tiicu- 
lated through the Asian Games Fed- 
cidtinn. the Indian Olympic Associa- 
non and the Organising Committee of 
I he ninth Games A lay ot hope 
.ippearetl when the AGF showed in- 
teiest through then letters lo the 
Asian Amateur Kabaddi Fedeiatioii 
l^.AKF) saying. “There will be no 
(litliciiltv to mtiude the garni it the 
(ondituins laid down are fulfilled “ 

I liiereatlei. a few heads rolled iii the 
■ Oigaiiising Committee, but hopes of 
i the game’s intlusioii were still kept 
j alive Meanwhile, the AAKF, with the 
I help ot the Amaleui Kabaddi Federa- 
I lion ot India, started gathering 
I stiength with the induLtion ot Japan, 
ilitiiland and Maluvsia, apait tiom 
I Bangladesh, Nepal, Fakislan. .Si i 
I l.anlsa and India into its fold 
' Bui, to (he utter surpiise and shock 
! ol the kabaddi tiaternitv in the Asian 
I legion, the spoil was ‘axed’ reteiiily 
1 dining the AC.F loiintil meeting at 
I Delhi liv none othei than the AGF and 
lOA president, Rapi Bhalinder Singh 
\cLoiding to the Bungladesli repie 
seiitative piesent at the meeting, Mr 
/afar Imam “Mr Bhalinder Singh 
sabotaged the inclusion ot kabaddi 
despite the fact that all the conditions 
vveie tultilled It is s,id indeed though 
we got suppoit fiom almost all the 
council membeis including those trom 
Kuwaii, Koiea and liaii, the issue ot 
kabaddi was not even discussed when 
my smioi colleague lladayat Ahmed, 
the vice president ot the Bangladesh 
Olympic Association and secietaiy, 
Ministry ol Spoils, raised a pioposal” 
When the pioposal was made bv Mr 
Ahmed, the AGF piesident, with his 
tace down, said “It was placed betuie 
the executive council tor approval eai- 
liet, but thev turned it down with the 
plea that the game was not in the 
Olympic list of events .So the ctuestion 
of Its iiiclusiciii does not arise and we 
have decided to stage it as a dennin- 
stration game nex» vear We will, 
however, iiiise the issue during the 
next council meeting”, disclosecl Mr 
Imam, who is an executive member of 
the Bangladesh Olympic Association, 
National Sports Conti ol Board. Cricket 
Control Boaid and the Football Fed 
eration 

“Now. the question is whether the 
next council meeting—after the Delhi 
Asiad—which w'lll be conducted by the 
newly-named Asian Olympic Council 



I li kabaddi teams gather d'lnng the opening 
ceremony at Togone City (Japan) 


will care lo bung up the kabaddi 
issue’’-' vvondeied Mr Imam, adding, “I 
have mv doubis, because aftei the 
change ol its name and addition of the 
woiil ’Olympic’, the AGF mav bo 
tolled 10 sav that kabaddi vvill not be 
111 the Asiad list ol events I think, hail 
Ml Bhaliiiclei Singh used his influence, 
the spun would have detiiiilely been 
included 

•‘Wliea AVM (letd ) C L Mehta 
tiled lo laise the issue before' (he 
house, tlu‘ (hail tinloitunatelv did not 
allow him to leopeii it, though the 
B.ingladesli lepieseiltative lepealedlv 
II led to convince Mi Singh with all the 
documents available m suppoit ot his 
claim But thev all tdl on deaf ears”, 
slated Ml fniaiii 

Wliv did Kaia Bhalinder Singh take 
such a podiliar stand, even when it 
was the onlv chance lot India to get 
the game iiiihided in the Asiad-’ 
Aciending to Mi Imam, “The Rata told 
the loiincil that the Special Oiganising 
Committee wanted no more games to 
be me hided in the list ot events of the 
Asiad But Ml Mehta immeciialelv clar- 
ilietl the position b\ saving that the 
power to include or leiect aiiv game 
lav with the AGF Sui prisingly. Mi 
Rhaliridei Singh did not open his 
mouth Fveri moie surprising, he did 
not allow the kaliaddi issue to be 
disc iissed and passed on to topics not 
in I he agenda, earliei rejected bv the 
AGF F.xecutive Committee Strange 
Or. should 1 sav, sinister’ 



^atar Imam 


“When the Raja commented that 
kabaddi was nut in the Olvmpit list, I 
replied that howling, ton. was not in 
the list—then how was it that it was 
^ played in the Cunimnnwealth Games? 

; He ke|)t silent Suu-lv, kahackii could 
have found a place He icmIIv shat- 
I teied all our hopes 

"However, the best, is vet to come’’, 
Mr Imam paused tui a while and 
slowlv tame out “After the meeting, 
the Raja tuki Mr Siiaiad Pawar, the 
tormei Chief Minister of Mahara,shlra 
and a leading peisonality in Indian 
kubaUdi, that a couple of countries 
wanted then ‘favouiite’ sport—quite 
akin to kabaddi—included in the 
A.siad If that be the case then why 
didn’t the Raja and otheis come up 
with It openly at the meeting? 
Whichcvei the luuntiies involved, we 
fell that at least kabaddi should have 
got piioritv” 

"It IS known that a particular game 
called ciicle kabaddi is played in 
Pakistan and in some paits in Punjab, 
but Pakistan was always leady to sup¬ 
port the Asian-grown game—the way 
we plav It in India, Nepal, Japan and 
Bangladesh—and when the Raja was 
informed that Pakistan was a mi>mber 
ot the AAKF, he kept silent", con¬ 
cluded Ml Zafai Imam 
Now the question is' why all this 
laice’ It the Kaja really wanted to 
brush aside kahaddi why did he not 
make it known when he took ovei as 
the lOA president’ Oi can it be said 
that he detests this ideal, mass-based 
and inexpensive spot!’ Is he ac- 
(jiiaiiited with the game’ Surely, he 
knows how popular this game is and 
that the Asian Kabaddi Championship 
for men and women will be staged at 
Dacca tiom December 2.'> to 27, where 
India, Japan, Nepal, Sti l-anka, Bang¬ 
ladesh, Pakistan and Thailand are to 
paiticipate Malaysia, however, is yet 
to confirm hei participation One is 
compelled to say that a poor sport like 
kabaddi has been guillotined hv the 
Raja’s stubbornness All the enthu¬ 
siasm of the iolluwei's of the game has 
definitely been thrown cold water on. 
Will not theie be aiiv leactinn to this 
ill-iicMtmem meted out to one uf the 
most lepiesentalive games of the 
country’ Evervbodv wants ihc game to 
be included in the Asiad 

I'liis issue had bc-en ransed a few 
times in Parliament It must not be 
torgoiteii that the Asian F'ediiaiinn 
was formed in 1978 only with the 
permission ot the Goveinmeiit of In¬ 
dia, with the help ot the B.ingladesh 
and Nepal Governments In reality, 
this IS a common man’s game and if is 
now up to the Membeis of Parliament, 
who well* voted lo power by the poor 
people of the country to support its 
cause 

And liow will the president ol the 
AAKF, the AKFl and a member of the 
lOA, Ml P.iwai, late the other member 
tounrries who sei lously worked for the 
inclusion of kabaddi in the ninth 
Asiad’ 
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News: National 


NATIONAL WOMEN'S SPORTS FESTIVAL 


Yet another 
staged 

I T iicems that the Andhra Fradesh 
Sports Council have learnt no les¬ 
son from their past experiences Again 
and again they venture to conduct 
national championships with the help 
(it those same old people who have 
pi lived unfit as organisers on picvious 
■ itiasions, thereby not only pioving a 
dtain oil the public exchequei, but 
.ilso killing the enthusiasm ot the 
budding athletes in the process. To 
I lie an example, the recently 
((included seventh National Women’s 
Spoils festival suffered tiemendously 
iKiin inept inganizatioii by the olfi- 
iials ot the sports council Rupees 
lOO.UOO vceu sipiandeied on this ill- 
lonceived meet, the outcome ot which 
■ vas /c'lo Tilt' absence of the top 
.nhleies like FT LNha, Sieekiimaii 
.\mma, Valsanima, Mercy Mathews, 
(ieeia /iitshi and Bakhthawat Kham 
liana was a slap on the fate of the 
<iigani/ers 

I hat the meet teas a Hop was the 
vi(.-w expressed bv the pai ticipating 
leanis The best example was the bas 
ketball match between Andhra 
Fiadesh ai)d Tamil Nadu foi the third 
and touith places The Tamil Nadu 
oltiiials and the playeis liieially cued 
alti'i they lost to the hosts of louise, 
not toi losing, hut for the lack of 
modern facilities, which stood in their 
wav to siKtess They also alleged that 
tlie leterees played a big lole in AP’s 
winning the broiwe “Whai else has 
the \P Spoits Council piovided, apart 
tiom tood’” they asked indignantly 
Rut. despite all this ramasha, Vanda- 
na Kao, the sprint queen from Kama 
taka, who is considered second only to 
Usha, stole the show duiing the five- 
day meet and created a sensation on 
the thud day establishing herself as 
the fastest woman in 100m clucking 
12 4 secs However, it was not a record 
“I’m not satisfied with m> timing”, 
said the swift-footed, tan, lanky 18- 
yeai-old giil when Spoit-tworld asked 
her to comment on her vutoiy She 
also admitted that the absence of PT 
Usha and Sreekiimari Amma gave her 
a hettei oppoi tunny to achieve this 
feat “Of course, PT Usha is superb, 
but I defeated Sieekumaii Amma at 
the five-naiiun athletic meet at Pune,” 
Vandana Kao added 
It IS unfortunate that though the 
diiector of the National Institute of 
Sports, Patiala, R L Anand, 
announced proudly that the institute 
would bring as many fure^gh coiKhes 




as possible to gi oom our athletes, such 
poor athletes like Vandana still did 
nut get a good coach She is full ot 
pi omise, and may be able to do bettet 
than even PT Usha, provided she gets 
piopei tiaining 

Not only Vandana there are many 
other athletes who needs proper 
coaching and the basic tacilities like 
tiack, diet and of course encoiiiage- 
ment Another athlete, similailv hand¬ 
icapped, IS high inmpei Sheba Newn^ 
man The poor Tamil Nadu giil, who 
won SIX golds at various meets, was 
dept ived of a chance to go ahioad She 
was, not once, but twice cheated'by 
the officials On the third day, 
Vandana Rao—sioto irw snow 



Sheba ‘^belly rolled” over the bar, set 
at 1 03m, but was unable to better her 
old record 

Hamceda Banu of Ratasthgn notch¬ 
ed up a unique double—800m and 
400m Though she was not able to 
create anv lecord in 4(K)m, Hameeda 
bettered her own meet lecuid in 80Um. 
She just finished it in 2 13 8 seconds. 
Her earlier record was 2.17 5 secs. 
Muhinder Kaur ot Punjab, who won 
the 1500m on the opening day, secured 
the second place with a new meet 
record (2 16.3 secs), followed by Krish¬ 
na Bose of Andhra Pradesh 2 10 1 secs. 
The otlifi new meet record estab¬ 
lished on the final day was in the 4x 
100m lelay in 40 4 secs The old record 
also stood in Karnataka’s name at 49.S 
secs Though it was an achievement of 
the four-member lelav team, credit 
goes especially to Vandana, who was 
tnstiumcntdl m winning the gold 
medal 

Un the fouiili day the Bengal swim¬ 
mers sunk SIX rccoids to letain the 
championship, which they won three 
years back 

Ilia Paul (WB) and Karnataka’s 
Anishd Piasad weie the cynosures of 
all eyes scoring a double each The 
former set new records in lOUm breast¬ 
stroke (1 28 2 secs) and 200m indi-] 
vidiial inedlev (2 58 5 secs) Anishu, 
who won the individual c hampionship, 
I established new records in 200m back- 
I stroke (3 15 secs) and 20Um free-stylc 
H (2:37 05 secs) Others to break marks 
S were S Laila of Kerala (100m free¬ 
style— 1.12 6 secs) and Saiala Sarwate 
(MP) who impioved upon her own 
record set in 1977 in diving with 299 5 
oints. West BcMigal won the title with 
2 points, followed by Kerala (52) and 
Karnataka (45) 

The Karnataka pan of Kamala 
Hegde and Poornima won the doubles 
tennis title defeating Punjab's Hanna 
and Dilyot Maharashtra won the table 
tennis title with a 3 0 win ovei Tamil 
Nadu to top the super league table 
Assam defeated last year’s winners 
West Bengal 3-1 fur the second place. 

In kho-liho, Madhya Piadesh com¬ 
pleted a hal-tric k when they won the 
championship lor the third successive 
year. They brushed aside Maharashtia 
8-2. Karnataka and AP finished second 
and third lespectively 
Maharashtra upset West Bengal 27 9 
to win the kabaddi title They also won 
the gymnastics championship with a 
tally of 135 05 points Jayasliree Bapai 
of Maharashtra won the individual 
honours with 28 90 points 
Punjab won the volleyball cham¬ 
pionship with their unbeaten record in 
the supei league, followed by West 
Bengal, Iripura and Andhra Pradesh 
In all, mure than 1400 sportswomen 
from 20 States participated in the 
five-day meet 

Karnataka retained the athletic 
championship with a haul of 40 points 
Punjab (32) and Tamil Nadu (27) were 
placed second and third respectively 

MS SHANKAR. Hyderabad 



Sandeep Patii testifies 


You can’t match lodex 
when it comes to 
relieving a pulled muscle. 
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the rub that heals 

Sandeep Patil, one of India’s 
most aggrpssive batsmen, whose 
punishing strokes can punch the 
daylights out of some of the best 
bowling, confesses" “One of the 
biggest problems 1 have to 
watch out for is a pulled 
muscle ’’ With his kind of batting 
style, that’s a professional 
hazard “But," says Sandeep, 
“I’ve found the answer I just rub 
lodex—and I’m back in action ’’ 


A SMITH KLINE & FRENCH Product 


puts you back in action 
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HORTH ZON^ INfER-VARSITY WOMEN'S VOLLEYBALL 

eon Nanak retain title 


T he North Zone Inter-University 
Women’s volleyball chanmonship 
ended in a blase of glory for Guru 
Nanak Dev University girls who re¬ 
tained the title after coming out on top 
with a nunrimum of six points in the 
semi-final league at Jamshedpur. The 
championship, which was held at the 
Town Community Centre 
amphitheatre recently, under the au¬ 
spices of the Ranchi University, fully 
satisfied the knowledgeable crowd 
that watched the girls perform with 
the same fluency as their male coun¬ 
terparts. 

The well-built Guru Nanak girls put 
tremendous power in their smashes 
and displayed a good understanding of 
courtcraft. Right from the quarter¬ 
final stage they defeated their nvals in 
straight sets and they were at their 
best in the deciding match of the 
senu-final stage against Ranchi. If they 
play with the same zeal and skill at 
Calicut in the Inter-zonals, they should 
reasonably be expected to retain their 
All-India Varsities volleyball cro%vn. 
Perhaps, one of their players, now 
playing at Mexico City, will jpin them 
at Calicut and add to the strength to 
the team. 

In the last round of the league 


match between flidder 



semi-finals. Guru Nanak Dev Universi- 
ty d^eated the host, Ranchi Universi¬ 
ty 15-4, lS-9 and 15^. But it was not a 
c^ewalk victory for the Amritsar out¬ 
fit as the Ranchi girls put up a spirited 
defensive game The powerful 
smashes of Guru Nanak Dev’s Kamal- 
jit, Pushpa and Ravinder were de¬ 
fended confidently by the rival players 
and subsequently the Amntsar girls 
had to switch over to drops and pmce- 
ments inter^rsed with spiking. Both 
GND and Ranchi University drew 
rounds of applause for dishing out a 
lively show, though the scores do not 
suggest so. Earlier, in the semi-final 
matches, Ranchi beat Punjab in a 
gelling contest of five games. Kiran 
Thpmpkinson and Pushpa Singh of 
Ranchi University made ^werfui hits. 
The mam reason for Ranchi’s upset in 
the second and third games was the 
erratic serves made by them. They 
served the ball out of the court at least 
seven times, and some of them at 
crucial moments Sukhwinder and 
Kawaljit of Punjab were really im¬ 
pressive. 

In the other matches of the semi¬ 
final league, GND humbled Punjabi by 
showering powerful spikes all over 
their opponents’ court. iCamaljit, Push- 


r«It^ 'tlwmv_—*—^ , 

playsiig the ban out cC abeer com- 
mnmtion, has noaf decided to put 
an end to such otf dsi ii te by pnny. 


was privately 


were fceeif on eapm 
themsclvea Reoca « 
i^ud patMl -tq «|ie>l 
lbir,q^f.-^haiM dS 
heaM magJUHMm 


Ce’bearers 


■eii^idiBity IQ 
iM^'dwidod- 
brokeiK 
llliep tfwre id 
mfdamaiiieiit 


pa and Ravinder dhqrod a beautifiii 
game and won uie hearts of ihm 
thousands of spectators as the host 
smashers of the championship. 

The Ranchi-Punjabi tie was another 
five setter. Ranchi, took the first game ' 
15-11, but lost the next two 13-15 and 
7-15 PhuUan of Punjabi made good 
floatmg serves which deceived the 
Ranchi nrls and made them pankky. 
But the Ranchi girls combined splen¬ 
didly and put up a solid defence. The 
smashes of Sukhwinder were lifted by 
the Ranchi players easily. Kiran, Puak- 
pa and Usha of Ranchi made good 
smashes for their team, but victory 
came mainly due to their spirited 
defence 

P & T VOLLEYBALL 

Karnataka 




T he Karnataka spikers had to pull 
their weight a bit too much to down 
Bihar and win the men’s title in the 7th 
All-lndid Post and Telegraph Vol- ' 
leyball Championship, which con- 
clude-d at Patna recently The scores at 
the end of the two hours’ fight were 
15-1,?, 8-15, ‘l-l:., 1.5-5 and 15-8. 

Karnataka’s counterpart in the 
women's section weie Tamil Nadu, 
who whipped West Bengal 15-12, 15-7 
and IS 12. 

llie nien|s final was an exciting 
encounter, which saw the crowd burst 
into cheers at the Telegraphs Club 
amphitheatre. The home team took an 
early lead in the opening game and 
kept themselves ahead tiu 13-11. But 
they could not maintain it as Karnata¬ 
ka put terrific pressure at the net. As 
if stung by this attack the Bihar spik- 
ers, led by Gajendra Singh and Ashok 
Kumar Singh and boosted by Raien- 
dra, perhaps, the best of his class \n 
the whole tournament, took the second 
and third games Rut, as luck would 
have It, they could not hold on to this 
success any further, though they never 
gave up trying 

As the fourth game opened, Karna¬ 
taka’s tactics of dodging the net block¬ 
ing moves of the Bihar players and 
hammering the leather diagonally to¬ 
ward the sidelines paid rich dividends 
and they testored parity to head for 
the fifth and final game 
In the decider Karnataka shot into a 
5-0 lead But sensing that the golden 
fish was slipping out of their grasp the 
Bihar players caught up with their 
adversaries at 7 all The home crowd 
inspired theii stars further on for the 
final attempt on the coveted title. 
Gajendra and Ashok responded to the 
cheers, while the Karnataka team re¬ 
mained cool and still had enough 
steam left to make front and back rolls 
to retrieve the seemingly lost chances. 
Their technique and better stayiiq; 
power made the vital difference at this 
stage and they took the decider 15-8. 

PREM KUMAR. Patna 






































CH%rrRA-SBI->84 


Some 3-year olds 
catch up r'''—* 
you’d tldnk th 


Amazing isn't it? 

Just like our 3-year 
deposit. It’s caught up 
with our 10-year deposit 
so that you get a tall 
10% interest. What’s really^N 
amazing about this deposit 
is that eventually you get 
even more than 10%. 

Quite simply: If you put 
Rs.1,000 for 3 years at 10% 
you would get Rs.300 as interest 



ley were 10! 



But in State Bank’s 
^ \ Reinvestment Plan, 

' because you earn 
/ interest on your deposit 
/ plus interest on interest, 

! ’• Rs.345. 

K'‘" ‘"This means eventually 
K .'i j you’re getting 11.5% yield. 

V that’s catching up! 

■^ *^^0 longer the deposit 

period, the faster your money grows 
|In 7 years it almost doubles. 

\ In 10 years it nearly triples. 

\ Here’s surely one of the fastest 
ways to make your money grow. 



State Bank 

Security is a warm feeling 
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News ro un d-up 



Move to unearUi 
more talent 

CHANDIGARH: A bold attempt to 
unearth sports talent has been made in 
Punjab with the setting up of the 
Sports Association of Punjab Semi- 
Clovcinment organisations (SAPSO) 
The association has already conducted 
its inaugural tournament which, con¬ 
sidering the response it got from the 
membei organisations, should be de- 
si I ibed as successful Though only five 
disciplines, namely badminton, vol- 
levbdll, table tennis, kabaddi and 
athletics, were included in the tourna¬ 
ment a number of talented players 
were spotted 

The SAPSO has also asked the niem- 
bei associations to give due prefer- 
enc e to recognised sportsmen in the 
mat ici of employment According to 
the SAPSO President Kajan Kashyap, 
most organisations are eager to em¬ 
ploy spoilsmen, many of whom have 
aheadv approached various corpora¬ 
tions 

In due course, the member organisa- 
iions will foimiilate their own rules for 
the I eservation of posts for sportsmen 
I Ins, he feels, will stop talent-diain 
liom the State, which, according to the 
Pnntab Sports Dii eclor and former 
liockev Olympian Balhii Singh, has 
been a ma|oi problem for the last few 
sears There aie not many sponsors 
and many budding sportsmen have to 
leave the State in seaich ot employ- 
•itcni 

The SAPSO also wants to toi m its 
linn teams foi hockey, football, bad- 
inintoii, volleyball, kabaddi, athletics 
eic It might also field its teams at 
I ai lous naiional and, if enough talent 
IS available, international toiirna 
inents The selected spoi tsmen will get 
encoui agement in the shape of special 
leave for preparations before major 
loin naments “Minor obstacles and 
led tapism will not be allowed to stand 
in the way,” Mi Kashyap told Sport- 
•'norld in an intei view 

The association is also thinking of 
building it.s own infrastructure to meet 
the needs of the sportsmen of the 
State 

SATISH KUMAR 

Vimai Kumar wins 
badminton tourney 

INDORE; The All-lndia Open Badmin¬ 
ton tournament, held here recently 
l<roved a great success with a host of 
internationals like Vimal Kumar, 
I’archo Ganguly, Sanjay Sharma, Sanat 
Mishra and others in the men’s section 
and Madhumita Goswami and others 
in the women’s taking part in it. 
Moreover, this competition is going to 
be held every year, since it has been 


Vima' Kumar 

I ,‘cogiiisvd by the Badminton Assoi i,i- 
tion of India During the final of ihis 
.ibsoibingthree-dav tournament a 
capacity Cl owd witnessed the speed 
.ind skill of international VinuU Kiimai 
III Keiald, who outclassed Sanat Mis 
111 a, I'i 2,15-S in only 24 minutes With 
powetful crosscourt smashes and deli 
cate drops Vimal left Sanat out of 

bi eath It was surprising to see Sanat 
tailing an easy prey to Vimal in the 
final, considering the lact that the 
loimei had defeated both Vikram 
Singh 15-9, 4-15 and 15 12 in the tjuai 
let tinal and Saniav Sharma 15-11, 

II 15 and 15 12 in the semi iinal In 
both these m.iiehes S.inat Mishra, 
mainlv a doubles plavei, had shown 
tiemeridous speed and executed some 
poweitiil oveihead smashes lo come 
oui with flying i olouis On the other 
hand, Vimal Kiimat had a tough en 
counter with international Paitho 
Ganguly, whom he ultimately defeated 
15-9,12-15, and 15-6 The lattei was 
once considered the fastest player 
next only to Prakash Padukoiie In this 
match Vimal Kumar clevcilv kept 
Paitho away from the net, since he 
excels in net dribbling 

Howcvei, after witnessing the final 
one must unhesitatingly say that in 
Vimal Kumar we have a f ui me Syed 
Modi or a Prakash Padukone. But, to 
be succes-stul at the international level 
Vimal Kumar has to gathei mure 
speed, better physical fitness and, of 
course, finesse in nei-dtibbling which 
IS the main forte of Prakash Padukone. 

In the women's singles international 
Madhumita Goswami completely de¬ 
molished II. Nariman 11-3 and 11-4 
With immaculate drops, net-dnbbling 
and a senes of backhand shots Madhii- 
miia simply outclassed Nariman It 
was heartening to see the improve 
ment Madhumita had achieved in only 
one year. She has ini reased her stami¬ 


na and devflojied hei loit'li.uid and 
backhtiiid shots .ind chops considei- 
ablv But, it she Inis to come any wheie 
iieai Ami Gliia or leai li the interna 
1 loiial standaicl, she has lo In come 
lasiei 

'I be men's doubles final saw the 
establislied Indian p,iii ol .Sanat Mis- 
Ilia and l.d'sa losing to P.iitiii> Ganguly 
•ind Vikiani Singh with l.d'sa being 
extiemely slow and sluggish to leceive 
the diops al the net 
Mljrr rMOHANIs 

Punjab enters Ran|i 
knock-out 

CHANDIGARH: With left handed 
Deepak Chopra in devasiatmg lorm, 
Punjab made a successful effort to 
entei the knock-out stage iii the Kaiiji 
T rophy foi the first time in many 
years, as its opening m.iich against 
liaryana ended in a tie with both sides 
scoring 171 each 

Interestingly, K<ipil Dev, ihe 
liaryana skippei and Test aspirant 
Ashok Malhotra failed with the bat, 
facing Deepak C’honra who emerged 
with a remaikable naul ol six w'lckets 
for 49 and an unbeaten 62 

liaryana, howevtT, had the consola¬ 
tion of watching then siai lelt-arni leg 
spinner Rajindei Goelcaptuie his 
500th Kanji Trophy wicket, thei ebv 
setting a new seemingly unsui jiassahle 
recoi d 

But, the most shocking aspcic i ol this 
match was the absence ol V'ogiaj 
Singh fie was not selected foi the 
liaryana team because ot his lailiiie to 
submit a wiitteii apology whitli the 
St.ite C rickel Association had deman¬ 
ded from him for his alleged misbe 
huvioiir at .laipui and Chaniligai li 

SAIISH KOMAR 
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CRIWUIZ by Eddie Dunstan 


Riot robbed him of first 
Test century 


An English baKman was left four short 
of his first Test century when rioting 
caused abandonment of a 1969 match in 
Karachi. 

The match was the third and last of a 
series conducted during a period of 
political turmoil in Pakistan. The tour 
had been arranged at short notice to fill a 
in the international cricket program¬ 
me created by the South African Govern¬ 
ment’s objection to an MCC team con¬ 
taining Basil O'Oliveira Rioting broke 
out on the first day of the first Test at 
Lahore and the match was never free 
from disorder The second Test at Dacca 
was also disturbed by rowdiness But the 
third Test was abandoned early on the 
third day before the England first innings 
had been completed 

The batsman left on 96 subsequently 
described the end of the match in a book 
in which he said a new factor in an 
explosive situation was 'the growing 
feeling, mainly among students, that we 
should not ^ on unconcernedly playing 
cricket white their country was in such a 
state of turmoil." He add^ "We were 
not particularly alarmed when they 
broke into the stadium. They numbered 
thousands and it was plain that they had 
picked on the ground as the centre of 
their latest demonstration The question 
was Would they come over the top and 
invade the playing area?” 

"David Brown, who was my partner at 
the time, had no doubt that they would 
and, in fact, they did. He sprinted down 
the wicket and said, 'Come on, run for 
it. And so we hared to the pavilion, with 
the umpires and Pakistan players racing 
after us, though I must say that not a 
hand was laid on us in anger during that 
flight to safety 

"Many jieople felt that I was unfortun¬ 
ate to have bc«n deprived of a Test 
century in such a way but I was happy 
enougfi to have scor^ 96 and escape 
unscathed " 

QUESTION 

I batsman dep- 

■ rived by four 

■ runs off his first 
Test hundred 
when the riots 
came? 

After two drawn Tests, England were 
502 tor 7 when this third Test was 
abandoned Top scorer in the England 
innings with 139 was a player surprising¬ 
ly omitted from the original team and 


flown to Pakistan from Western Australia 
when the fitness of England's captain, 
Colin Cowdrey, was in doubt. The late 
arrival who had been playing for West¬ 
ern Australia in Sheffield Shield match¬ 
es, hit a SIX and 17 fours in a storming 
innings to set England on a high-scoring 
spree. Less than Tour months earlier this 
exciting batsman had given a devastat¬ 
ing performance for Western Australia in 
Brisbane by scoring 243 (four sixes and 
38 fours), including 181 between lunch 
and tea 


QUESTION i 


Who was the 
hard hitter? 


For 71 years sensational Gloucester¬ 
shire and England hitter Gilbert Jessop 
held the distinction of having scored the 
two fastest double centuries in first-class 
cricket. 

For his County in 1903 he tore the 
Sussex bowling apart to hit 200 (out of 
286) in exactly two hours and two years 
later raced to nis double century (out of 
234) in 10 minutes longer against Some¬ 
rset at Bristol. Today he is still at the top 
of the list of faste$t double century- 
makers but he shares top billing with a 
dashing batsman who also took exactly 
two hours to rattle on a double century 
for the West Indies against Glamorgan at 
Swansea in August, 1976 

The West Indies, wljo won the match 
by an innings and 141 runs were 554 for 
4 (off 84 overs) when the innings was 
declared closed, the double century- 
maker being 201 not out. He reached his 
100 m 80 minutes and slammed on his 
second hundred in half that time His 
fourth-wicket partnership with Lawrence 
Rowe of 287 in 124 minutes—Rowp 
contributing 78 and sundries 8—is a 
West Indies record for that wicket in 
England The double century-maker hit 
seven sixes and 28 fours and 91 of his 
runs came from the bowling of a Gla¬ 
morgan namesake whose last two overs 
cost II runs. 

QUESTION SS 

4 West Indian 
ml who emulated 
Jessop? 

While the first three places on the list 
of fastest double centuries in first-class 
cricket are shared by an Englishman and 
a West Indian, the corresponding first 


three positions on the list of fastest Test 
double centuries are held by Australians 
The list is headed by Sir Donald Brad¬ 
man, who took only 214 minutes for the 
first 2(X) of his historic 334 at Leeds in 
1930. Previously the best time for 200 
was Victor Trumper's 226 minutes, 
against South Africa in Adelaide, 1910- 
11, when he made 214 not out. A third 
Australian batsman bettered Trumper's 
time by three minutes in a sensational 
inninj^ m England 

QUESTION S. Who is the Au- 
stralian bats- 
■■ man lying Jse- 
■ tween Brad¬ 
man and 
Trumperon 
the list of fas¬ 
test Test dou¬ 
ble centuries? 

A famous English batsman had a 
curious penchant for duplicating his 
huger scores Other batsmen have made 
such scores as 302, 264, 238, 231, 217, 
211, 192, 178 and 177; but this batsmai 
made all these at least twice and some o 
them three times. He made 140 five 
times 


QUESTION 


Was this Ham¬ 
mond, Hobbs 
or Hendren? 


LAST WEEK'S ANSWERS 

1 Gary Sobers (or Rest Of theWorid against Australia, 
January. 1972 Sobers was captain o* tha lawn a 
muHi-naMmal combination chosen by the Auatratian 
authorities, which visited Australia when a planned 
tour by a South African sida was canoelted HisbnMian 
254 was scored in the World XI's third match against 
Austf aiia, m the first innings of which he had made a 
dudt—c StackpQle b Liltee While Sobers made h« 
254. partners contribuiod 114 Most auccesaful of 
them was the South Atncan bowler Peter Poltock (54) 
With whom he shared an eighth-wicket stand of 186 b 
which Sobers contributed 129 H was PoHodc vdw 
wrote about the “phniess memory'' of haidng been 
out there wrth a genius The match was won by the , 
WoM XI ^ 96 runs—164 and 514 to Australia s 265 
and 317 T^ first match of this sanas eras drawn, the 
scKxind won by Australia by an mmngs and 11 nma, 
the fourth drawn and the hfth won by the World Xi 
nine wickeiS 

2 Graeme Watson, hit by a fufl toss from Tony (aretg Keiti 
Stackpofe wrote m his book Ator iusr Hot OpanefS 

Graeme (who had been dipped on die head by a Qreifi 
bouncer m the first hining^ tiled to swat the beN which 
cannoned into his heed Graeme wes In a mess when 
he was earned into the d r etama room There was 
blood everywhere He was taken to hospHel where at 
one stage hia heed stopped After he pufled through ths 
ensis he temporaniy suherod horn double vision tKit 
then, amazirigiy, he convinced the selactDra he wes 
worth sending to England ” 

3 The indancMda'hfm Contractor, m the firatipnkigtd 
e mMch be twe en iridien and Barbados el BrldgetCMmin 
1962 Later m the match Griffith wesno-baSedlor 
throwing Whsa this occurred Contractor was frghiinglo 
hiBiifa 


iCrossword 


Gridrnan 


ACROSS 

1 North American Indian woman en¬ 
closed in the hills at the Winter 
Olympics (5,6) 

3 Japanese and World T T Champion 
this time without the Royal Artillery 

(5) 

9 Madrid team nearly exists (3) 

10 Surface to Air Missile at Los 
Angeles'^ (3) 

12 Rearrange billiard balls backwards, 
the way you want it (2.4) 

14 We hear that he stocked up many a 
good tennis stroke, returns (4) 

16 It IS strange that a toy should be pad 
of Tokyo's grand swimming stadium 

( 6 ) 

18 Turkish ruler played Olympic hockey 
for India'? (1,1,4) 

?1 Indian all-rounder is incorrectly egois¬ 
tic at the end (4) 

22 Game to get across"? 

25 It got the athlete back to where he 
staded (3) 

27 Kiila IS not on here (3) 

28 Indian athlete commands a horse at 
the stad (5) 

29 One of India's “Little Masters" (1,10) 

DOWN 

2 Slightly queer Australian tennis ace 
(5) 

3 Initially. Amateur Boxing Union 

( 1 . 1 . 1 ) 

4 Golfing trophy is quite zealous in the 
middle (6) 

5 Confused card deal (4) 

6 Initials of the author of One More 
Over" (1,1,1) 

7 Discharge missile before the dance 
(6,4) 

11 Blue and yellow, red and brown, mix 
well for their team colours (5,5) 

13 Croquet drink "? (3) 

15 Athlete does not make it (3) 

17 —Eliyahu IS Israel's basketball sta¬ 
dium (3) 

19 El Barnes i? (3) 

20 Backward fatigue (4) 


?? 1!^'***® Icicle s ' maiden name (5t 
24 Ovedake in bridge (4) 

26 Nurmi firstly does not make it (3) 
28 Backward horsy grumbler (31 


Quiz 


M .1 n • 

QUESTIONS 

Find out Ihf. i orreci an:»wer from within lh«’ 

brackets — 

1 Stanley Mathews first played lor 
(Stoko City FJIackpooll 

2 In triple /ump the riop ana me slep must 
be made with - iihe same k'o dilterenl 
leq^i 

3 Teolilo Stovonsoi. IS the Olympic huxer 
to win three gold mud.lls (Inst second) 

4 —got d century on his Rdn|i Jebiil 
(Gavaskar Vishwarwlh) 

b -ijc.i n 7Pro on Ins R.inji debut (Visli- 
Wdii.ilh Gdv.tsk III 

6 -IS the (I'-st Indian bdtsrnnn lo have 
scoied a century against each c>l the 
(llieni Test-playing counlnes (GavdS 
kar Vishwanalhi 

7 -IS the III si Indian balsmnn to have 
crossed the 1 000 lun mark aciainsl the 
Aussies (Gavaskar Vishwan.ilh) 

8 lev Yashin alwa^!. wore a |eisc>y 
(bl,ack red) 

9 Tong Ling the womens singles cham¬ 
pion at the JOth World i I ch-mi 
pionsiiips plays with the -grip ipen 
hold shake-hcinds) 

10 The Late C B Fry a ciickel as well ns a 
,socc er Blue qol a third Blue in 
(lugby athletics) 

ANStMERS 

sji)d|giv 01 
spueg dxciis 6 
H-H’ia 8 
g)eueMc(siA 
gieur mmsia o 
lU'XSBAPo q 
giPUPAAgsiA i 
puccjac, c 
ha| aujps agj ^ 
A)io oxoiS I 


Question box 


f ti \ > r II II r .1 1 V I 


Guru Govind Pattanaik, Kaonjhar 

Q. Will a batsman be given out if the 
catch deflected from the body of an 
umpire is taken by a tieldor"? 

A Yes 


V. Kannan. V Jagannathan. Purulla. 

Q What IS the dale of bidh of Gordon 
Groen'dge of West Indies'? 

A May 1, 1951 


Ramesh Aganialla, ShillDiig 

Q Who was the only Test victim of 
Gavaskar as a bowlerv 
A. Zaheer Abbas' of Pakistan 


Nagendia Nayak, Keonlhar 

Q. Who are the fastest double ar. triple 
century makeis in Tests? 

A. 0 G Bradman of Australia nit a double 
century in 214 minutes when he made i 
334 against England at Leeds in 1930 W 
R Hammond look 287 minutes tor 300 1 
■ uns in his knock of 336 not out against i 
Now Zealand at Auckland in 1932-33 } 

V. Niladri Achari, Purulia 

Q What are llie bidh dales of Madin Kent. 
Trevor Chappell, Terry Alderman. Chris 
Tavare and Paul Allolt'? 

A, Mai tin Kent was born on 23 11 1953, 
Trevor Chappell on 12 10 1952. Terry 
Alderman on 12 6 1956. Chris Tavaie on 
27 10 54 and Paul Allott on 14 9 1956 


P Bhowmik. Raigan|. 

Q Name the book which conlains the 
scores ol all lests 

A Itie Wisden Book ol Test cricket by Bill 
Fnndall 

Q Why the 1 esi series between England 
and Auslrah.i are called the Cornhill 
Tests'? 

A In tact all tfie Tests in England are 
known as Cornhill Tests as Comhiil 
Insurance Company has insured all the 
Tests in England 


Anilendu Bhattacliariee. Gautiati 

Q How many wickets has Lillee taken at 
the end ol the C ngland Australia series in 
England"? 

A 290 in 54 Tests 

Q What IS’Terry Alderman's Test record 
in bowling'? 

A Six Tests against England. 1,944 balls, 
76 maiden overs. 883 runs, 42 wickets. 
21 02 average. 4 times over 5 wickets in 
an innings and 6 for 135 at Leeds as his 
best bowling figures 


R. K. Challeriee, Uttarpara 

Q At what aqr’ the former England cap¬ 
tain Ray lllingwodh staded nis cricket 
career'? What is his best bowling pedorm- 
ance"? What is his present age"? 

A 26 years and 46 days and today his 
ago IS 49 years In 61 Tests, he has 
scored 1,836 runs at an average of 23 24 
with 2 centuries and captured 122 wickets 
at 31 20 runs apiece with 6 tor 29 as his 
best bowling 


Raju, Narayan, Shiva, Ramesh. Senary, 
Jamshedpur 

Q How many runs did Gavaskar score in 
each innings of the Karachi T est against I 
Pakistan in 1978-79'? 

A 111 and 137 ! 


Niranjan Oemi Bora, Lakhimpur, S. P 
Kaisor, Delhi 

Q How many runs has Sandoep Patil 
scored in Ranji Trophy and Duleep Tro 
phy tournaments'? 

A Before the commencement of the 
season 1981-82, Patil has scored 733 
runs '<1 38 57 per innings of 16 Ran)i 
matches and 511 runs i" 56 77 per 
innings of six Duleep matches 








Q. Can a Isoi^er bowl with both nght or left 
hands in the same over'> 

4 Yes, provided he informs the umpire 
beforehand of his intention to do so 
Q. Is a batsman out caught off a wide ball, 
hit by him’ 

A. No 

Q. Please give me the residential address 
of the Test umpire Swarup Kishen’ 

A You may write to him co, Delhi and 
Districts Cricket Association, Ferozshah 
Kotia Ground, Delhi 


Subhas Ctiand Bhutoria, Howrah. 

Q. How many Tests have been won, lost 
and drawn by India, whenever Gavaskar 
has scored a century’ 

A India won six Tests, lost four and 1C 
Tests were drawn, when Gavaskar hit his 
23 centuries (He hit centuries in both 
innings on three occasions ) 


iwavijrwNami wwowait* 

Q. How many runs has Sunil Gavaskar 
scored so far’ 

A. 6,218 runs in 69 Tests at an average of 
53 14 

Lanni Kant Das, Ghigtdfa. 

Q. How many Indians have been hon¬ 
oured by 'Wisden' as one of the "Five 
cricketers of the year"’ 

A. K S Raniitsinhji, K S Duleep Sinh|i. 
Iftikar All Khan Pataudi, C K Nayudu, V 
M Merchant, V Mankad, M A K 
Pataudr, B S Chandrasekhar and S M 
Gavaskar 

Om Prakash Srivastava, Calcutta 
Q What IS Vijay Hazare's Test batting 
record’ 

A. 30 Tests 52 innings, 6 times not out, 
2,192 runs, 164 not out as highest score, 
47 65 average. 7 centuries, 9 fifties and 4 
zeroes 


Q. Who was Kimiani's firet Test virnn, 
behind the stumps’ 

A. Sevan Congdon of New Zealand » 
Chnstchurch in 1975-76 ® 

Q. Who were the first Test victims of 
Denis Lillee and Ian Botham’ 

A. Alan Knott of Enoland was Lillee s first 
Test victim, while Greg Chappell ol Atj. 
stralia was Botham's first Test victim 


j 

I 

I 


Sushil K. Sethi, Calcutta. I 

Q. Is Sandeep Patil married’ What is tns' 
date of birth’ i 

A Yes.-He was born on 18th August I 
1956 


M S. Hyder, Baradni 

Q. Has India ever won a Test series 
against Pakistan and England’ 

A Yes, in 1952-53 and 1979-80 against 
Pakistan and in 1971 aoamst England 


Britige 


In real life you like some people more than 
others - that is inevitable The same is un¬ 
doubtedly true at the bridge table However 
amiable a person you may be. there will 
always be one player in the room on whom 
It would give you the greatest pleasure to 
inflict a 14(X) (lenalty Personally, I like to 
think that I don't bear grudges, but in 1958 
the South player on the following deal 
criticised my play of a long-forgotten hand in 
a long-forgotten article It is just possible that 
I smiled inwardly more than I might have 
done ,is I defended as West 

# 10 / 'J 

<' Ab 

♦ i a 6 s 3 


N 

W E 
S 


# A KQ 54 
;?A0/2 
C'8 4 
4 ^ AU 

South dealt at love all and this was the bid¬ 
ding 


SOUIH 

WCbT 

NtmiM 

EAbT 

1 4 

pass 

24 

pai>s 



34 


44 


44 

pass 

pass 

pass 



led the Queen of diamonds, 

dummy ap- 


peared and declarer stated "You should have 
shown your Are of diamonds over my four- 
club bid' Si* could easily be on'” 

I had implied earlier that South was a poor 
analyst even if botti major suits break as 
evenly as (Xissible. there is no play tor more 
ttian eleven tricks however, the action had 
the merit of speed Dt*clarer won the first 
trick, drew two rounds of trumjK and, on 
finding the bad break, decided to test the 
hearts next He cashed P K and fC? Q. but 
my partner trumped A, put me in with a 
diamond and was able to overrulf dummy 
when I played a fourth heart There was no 
escaping a club loser and tliat was one oft 
"Botficr. I should have ducked tfie first 
diamond' " was declarer's reaction "But I 
can just exit with the Jack of spades instead," 
replied East, "then you are still one off' 

I hope that you saw the winning line Not only 
must declarer duck the opening lead, but 


42 


« 1986 
CIO ,3 
O K963 
4VU 10 4 


♦ 

J 9ci 4 
V QJ 107 2 
4 K 7 7 


When he tackles hearts he must lake care to 
pl^ Ace, King, then low towards the Queen 
If tast ruffs, he is only tru.nping a loser and 
he has no way of getting me in to take a 
second rufi 

Last wMk's quiz: a reader asked what was 
the "New Grand Slam Try.', apparently very 
suitable foi those playing complex systems, 
but as yet not approvf=d by the English Bridge 
Union As I understand the idea, a bid of 5 
NT asks "How well have you remembered the 
system’" The reply ot six clubs says "Hope¬ 
less -1 was lost from the first round of our 
sequence onwards" Six diamonds suggests 
that the responder may have got his re¬ 
sponses right, but that it is unlikely Six-hearts 
implies moderate confidence - well, you get 
the idea, with 6 NT confirming that responder 
can guarantee the accuracy of all his bids An 
amusing concept 

Thn week's quiz, a reader tells me that in a 
recent duplicate an opponent left his cards in 
the board at the start of the deal and made 
all of his bids with only the help of the hand 
record card Although, of course, he took his 
hand out for the play, was this legal’ 


Chess 


If you are 'sick of the Sicilian, fed up with the 
French, angry with Alekhine's’ and so on, 
perhaps the answer for you to 1 P - K4 is 1 
Kt - QB3 Opening theorist Tim Harding 
thinks it deserves a trial, and his latest book, 
Nim/owitsch Defence (published by Batsford 
in paperback at £595), should encourage 
those afraid to take a chance with an irregular 
system As usual for Harding's works, it has 
been thoroughly researched and is rich m 
references Aron Nimzowitsch, from whom 
the defence derives its name, was the mam 
pioneer, but his success did not bring many 
converts at master levels In recent times, 
however, Keres, Larsen and Korchnoi - not 
to I .ention lesser plawrs - have all been 
willing to try 1 Kt - QB3 when in the 
mood to get away from the stereotyped lines 
that are so common in the fashionable 
defences Here is an example from the early 
career of the present challenger for the World 
Championship 

White Nikolai takulw; Black WHar KoicImw 
Nimiowitsch Oelence (LerungraU, 19501 

IP-IM.N-IV3. 2P-M.P-M 

3P-IB,I-M. 4P-aB3,P-ia 

5n-K3,p-n; ep-iM,PiP 


7apxp.«a-KZ, 8P-att4 . 

Thu IS meant lo discourage the freeing move 
P-QB4 but White should have got nn with his 
devetopmenl with 8 Kt - KG or B Kt - Q2 

s. .p-Kioa. 9n-n3.p-iaM 

fon-az.o-QZ, iin-na. p-na 

l2P-KII4,a-N. I3Z-Q2.B-0 

14I-K2, K-K 

Since Black still has problems sorting out his pieces un 
the King's wing, he decides to ‘castle with the King 
alone 

IS0-0.K-R2. 

17X1-03, n-M. 

1 %n-M.tt-K 2 , 

21 P-M,t-IB, 

Otherwise Bi.li k will play 
dll his own wdy 

22 Pan; 

24II-B7eh, KiR, 

28 0-nSck. n-Ki3, 

28R-tt1,R-U1, 

SOOxOcAKaa, 

32P-IIM. . 

32 R - UB6 was the only chance 

32 nxRP, 33R-R7eh.K-R3 

34RxP,K-KM, 35RxP,n-B6eh 

3BK-l2,n«XPch, 37K-K2, 6 -QBgIi 
3aK-02. n-ISch. 38KxR, R-a7 

40 Rengat 

ConpeWiM 8497 Solution next weev 


Black 



White 


ten-Bi, B-xs 

IB tt ■ Ktch, I X n 
20Q-BI,a-B2 

22 n X RPeh 

Kt KBJ liid hdw thing, 

23 B X Beh. H X B 
25axR,K-ni 

27BiP.a-n2 

2eR-B6,n-K2 

31 R X P, n - B4 


I 

I 


I 


1 


I 


I 


Solxtion to 8498 (B u doo i o d i i oii - Sxaliadaa, A o iit xr- 
dam, 1950). (4ik25pk1/1olpPlpl/2p4P/liPl4P2> 
4BIPB4IRia2Kr3IH-WlHla to ploy.) The Icelander 
surprised his oppoiient with a promotion combination ; 
38BxPaxQch39RiQ PxB, 40P K7ch 
K - Ktl, 41 R - QB and Black migned ; 

PraMem No 1 tB2. Solulxin next week I 

8. Temp (First Priie, Chess Corfaipondrnl. 1946) 
(5b2/2pB«1pimiN/|pp1ip34li4/tmiaiPPe|/IM4Bb- 
9 xildto men; 11 btocU 

White to ptay and mete in Ivk) moves I 

SeMtan to No IISI fi to dw ik e). 
(87282ii2/IIIB/3p4rlp1kp3/IPe/4lto2«l1N3-m«a to 
ton.) 1 Q - K84 (nignung) (a) 1 Kt - R6. 2 ' 

R (32(6)1 Kt-oe 2Kf-B3.(c)l Kt'Q3. I 
2Q-B6. (d)l Kt-K4.2Q K3 j 






The battery you can trust from the word go. 


Dependability. 
That*s what 
makes us No. 



More manufacturers depend on Exide to 
give their vehicles the right start 
Discerning vehicle owners opt for Exide 
when It comes to replacing the original 
battery That's what we call trust. You call 
It dependability. 



Still keeps going 

[THE bestseller] when the rest have stopped. 
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Unjust 


I T was unjust on the part 
of the Indian ^electors tu 
exclude an experienced 
player like Cliauhan from 
the Indian team They 
seemed to have dropped 
Chauh.in on the basis ot his 
performance in the domes¬ 
tic LiiLuit Rut then Vish 
wanath also did not play 
well and seemed badly out 
of form Rut i hanks to the 
selectors, Vishwanath is 
very much in the team while 
Chan ha II is dropped 
Cliauhan, along with Patil 
tiled to keep India's flag 
flying in the last tour of 
Australia and New Zealand 
He has also shared a num- 
bei of useful partnerships 
with Sunil Gavaskar And 
then he had tu be dropped 
We think as long as Gavas- 
kai IS there, he will try to 
keep Vishwanath and Veng- 
sarkar. anuthei with very 
poor torm in I he team Afiei 
all. It's all in the family 
ANH. BHANDARKAR, 
C M SINCH, 
Calcutta 

AT the very outset mv hear¬ 
ty congratulations to the 
selectors tor selecting some 
talented, but neglected 
cricketers Madal Lai is a 
great example He has, no 
doubt, showed great prom¬ 
ise m the last season but 
still was not considered fur 
the national team foi the 
twin loui, We hope he will 
be able to (ustify his place 
and will play in all the Test 
matches Rut, ai the same 
time, we found it a bit asto¬ 
nishing to see that Chauhan 
has been dropped It was 
very unfair 

DHRVBAJYOTI BORAH, 
SWARUPjyull BORAH, 
Assam 


Worst behaved 

D avid mcmahon’s 

analysis of the Lillee- 
Miandad clash at Peith in 
the issue of Spot tsworld De¬ 
cember 2, was an unbiased 
one and helps us tu get to 
know both sides of a rather 
disgiacetui incident 
Lillee’s atiocious action 
deserved suspension from 
two Test matches and not 
from one day games The 
fine suggested by Ins team¬ 
mates was ridiculously low 
and one also feels that the 
ACR should have taken a 
stronger step The Pakistan 
manager's statement that 
Lillee would never have 
plaved another Tost had he 
belonged to his couiitiy was 
equally startling Sikaiidar 
continues to play tor Pakis¬ 
tan despite his snockiiig be¬ 
haviour in India 

MJAY CHOKCADE, 
Pune. 

Shame 

T in-' front-lincrs ot Ben 
gal ciicket from whom 
the young aspirants expect 
inspiration are tarnishing 
then image and that ot 
ciicket by their misbe- 
havioui 

1 happened to he a specta 
toi on November 28.1981 at 
the match between Aurora 
and the Mohammedan 
Sporting Club played at the 
laiter’s giound ! was sur¬ 
prised to see how ieputi>d 
players ot the Mohamme¬ 
dan Sporting Cliih teased 
the haesmen ot Auioia light 
through the game, theieby 
disturbing (heir coiiceetra 
tion. The veihal iiiitatiuii 
prompted one Aurora play 
er to complain to the umpne 
who, in turn, retoited that it 
was pait of the game If such 
things ate encouraged, then 
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A cold can be relieved 

There ^ a way to relive a runny nose 
or blocked nose, heavy head, sore throat and 
chest congestion—all those symptoms that can 
spoil the best of days. 

Fight it with a colds remedy 

It's not enough to treat it like you would treat 
any other ailment Use a special colds medicine 
that works simultaneously on all affected areas. 

Coldarin is only for colds 

Coldarin relieves all the symptoms 
that bring you down. It has special ingredients 
that act together against all cold-affected areas. 
Plus Vitamin C to build your resistance. 

When you have a cold, it makes sense 
to treat it like a cold 
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Specially fcxmulated 


tne stanaaro ot Tr|pKet m' 
Bengal will go funher down 
and cricket at club-level will 
cease to be the source of 
enjoyment it still is. 

B. BHARADWAJ, 
CaJcutta. 


CAsac4*-m 


T he recently-concluded 
hockey Test series be¬ 
tween India and Pakistan 
has given a great fillip to 
the game in this country. 
But I feel that just two 
matches in a vast nation like 
India is not enough. 

Considering that hockey 
is a game lasting only 70 
minutes, at least ten match¬ 
es should have been held all 
over the country apart from 
the five Test matches that 
need to be arranged. Our 
failure to do this has re¬ 
sulted in cricket being more 
popular than hotkey in the 
recent years. 

HARDEEP SINGH, 
Ranchi 

THE second hockey Test 
was an absurd fiasco culmi¬ 
nating in the two umpires 
having a private battle of 
the whistle. The degenera¬ 
tion started Irom the 20th 
minute and there followed 
23 penalty corners, eight 
corners and loui penalty 
Strokes When a so-called 
international meet between 
two exponents of the game 
plunges to a level where the 
referees resort to dow¬ 
nright, blatant cruokery 
then we can, but mourn for 
the game. It is hoped that 
the respective hockey asso¬ 
ciations will take stern dis¬ 
ciplinary measures against 
the referees involved 

M. DEEPAK KUMAR, 
Calcutta. 

H eartiest congratula¬ 
tions to the Pakistan 
hockey team led by sea¬ 
soned campaigner Akhtar 
Rasool for winning the 
‘Test’ series against India. 
India’s weakness in scoring 
from penalty corners was 
once more revealed at 
Karachi and if it carries on 
she might find herself in a 
disastrous state in the com¬ 
ing World Cup to be held in 
Bombay soon. What India 
needs now is the experience 
of Bhaskaran in the half-line 
and the reflexes of Zafar 
Iqbal in the forward line 
Unfortunately, these two 
players are victims of 
allegedly dirty politics play¬ 
ed by the Indian Hockey 
Federation.Call them back. 

DR. S. K. GUHA, 
Balijan North. 


H eartiest congratula¬ 
tions to Sunil Gavaskar 
and his men for their mag¬ 
nificent victory against the 
Englishmen. Let me also 
offer the same to Kapil Dev 
for his splendid perform¬ 
ance as an all-rounder. 

ASHWIN PRABHV, 
Bombay 

P LEASE convey iny con¬ 
gratulations to Madan 
Lai and Kapil Dev for their 
mighty spell of bowling and 
for fetching India a victory 
which no one till lunch on 
the second day had thought 
was possible. Kapil Dev’s 
batting proved that we have 
an answer to their Ian 
Botham 

RAJAT TANDON, 
Patna 

K udos to the Indian 
bowlers who have done 
an excellent job in achiev¬ 
ing victory in the First Test 
at Bombay. Their brilliant 
performance both in batting 
and bowling deserves 
praise 

SHIRSANKA, 

Calcutta, 

H ats off to Gavaskar 
and Co, for the splen¬ 
did victory over England. 
Both Kapil Dev and Madan 
Lai have proved that where¬ 
as England has one Ian 
Botham, India has two to 
bring It many more vic¬ 
tories 

ASHOK ROHRA, 

Poor Show 

Y our cover story ‘A 
Ycmi to go .. But Asiad 
still a dream’ of the Sport- 
sviotld issue of November 
2'i made me blush with 
shame The enigma of com¬ 
pletion looks definitely in 
me negative ot this politi¬ 
cally chequered Asian 
Games If the government 
does not re.sort to methods 
on a wartooting to complete 
what IS left then I feel that it 
would be better to leave the 
work iintinished rather than 
hall-done The 'darap-squtb’ 
situhtion will definitely be 
one ot the first of its type in 
sporting history. 

P V. SIVAKUMAR, 
Secunderabad, 


The report on the second 
Test between Australia 
and Pakistan by David 
McMahon was from Bris- 
liane and not from Mel¬ 
bourne. The error is 
regretted—Editor 







Editor's paae 



T he personality ot a captain 
(that IS if he has one) can be 
imposed on the team even if it 
is full of hardened profession¬ 
als. Look at Brearley and Tony 
Greig. One led quietly and un¬ 
assumingly, but there was no 
question as to who was in 
charge on the field As fot 
Grieg, standing inches above 
his players, he »va<f in charge 
everywhere, making speeches, 
placating the crowd, scoring 
runs when needed, and replac¬ 
ing tired howlers by his decep¬ 
tively easy off-breaks He also 
spent much of his time stooping 
menaiinglv at silly point, and 
being thoroughly convincing 
while appealing, his team¬ 
mates joining in like a Well- 
trained chorus Fot many 
umpires Grcig's letirement has 
come as a distinct relief. And 
now Fletcher is here, and we 
see a different brand of be¬ 
haviour This IS probably the 
most democratically led side to 
come to India for over a decade, 
and It has decided not to make 
Its disapproval either too 
vociferous or obvious Out or 
not ever}' batsman will await 
thevmpire’s decision, and if not 
happy, each will hesitate or 
look confnutided But he will 
not do as Boycott did in the 
Jubilee Test, tuinhis back as an 
adverse decision was e.xpected 
and embarrd.ss the umpire into 
lowering an upraised finger 
Boycott succeeded on that occa¬ 
sion, but that was entii ely due 
to the lack of conviction 
of an unsure umpiie This 
kind of gamesmanship we can 


do without. 

Indian umpiring as far as Mi. 
Subba Row is concerned, is not 
biased, only incompetent. 

There is more than a hint here 
that a few other umpires are 
going to fall within this categ¬ 
ory in the next few weeks 

What Mr. Row should realise 
(he probably does) that in spile 
of a comprehensive explanation 
of the 1 bw rule, there is 
enough room for interpreta¬ 
tions. Wherever It is written 'if 
in the opinion of the umpire' 
individuals will differ, perhaps, 
even in principle. 

A few years back, Mr. R G 
Nadkarni making his m€uden 
appearance for the Rest of the 
World, appealed repeatedly for 
l.b w., as English batsmen put 
their foot down and tried to 
sweep By the end of the day 
Mr. Nadkarni was hoarse, but 
the umpires remained adamant 
In the evening ‘Bapu'com¬ 
plained to the other Indian 
playeis that had he been play¬ 
ing in Bombay be would have 
been five wickets richer He 
(va.s told that since he was not in 
Bombay he bad better catch the 
batsmen on the back foot if he 
wanted an 1 b w. 

In India the English players 
have not been happy with some 
ot the decisions given against 
them, when they have played 
against the line of the ball, but 
according to policy they have 
returned to the pavilion, and 
left It to the British Press to 
e.xpress and publicise their dis- 
apptoval 

Openly biased umpiring, as 
witnessed in the Bombay India- 
Pakistan hockev inteinational, 
can rum a game while giving an 
unfair advantage to any one 
side, bur .since it has been pub¬ 
licly acknowledged that the 
umpiring so far in the present 
series dties not fall into this 
category of blatant partialism it 
IS only the quality of play that 
will decide the senes Bedi had 
complained about the umpiring 
in Pakistan, Gavaskar and New 
Zealand did the same in Austra¬ 
lia, and plenty at sides have 
done so in the Wesf Indies 
Nobody has denied that the 
better side won ot equal cricket 
produced a diaw 

Indians, by and large, aie 
accommodating andgenei ous 


hosts VTe are tolerant and hos¬ 
pitable almost to a fault M'e 
meet the opponents at the air¬ 
port with gat lards and are at 
then beck and call 24 hours a 
day Thev aie entertained 
lavishly in the evenings, and 
mo.st .shopkeepers are prepared 
to give a heavy discount. Still 
that is our business, hut what 
we should and do not discour¬ 
age IS the English manager 
doubting the umpires' ability to 
decide whether Willis has been 
overstepping into the danger 
area in his follow through, and 
checking this fact with a 
measuring tape during an inter¬ 
val Can you imagine Col. Adhi- 
k,m doing it at Lord's? I cannot. 
Nor can 1 visualise Sandeep 
Patil giving a shoulder charge 
to Boycott, and getting away 
with an enforced apology, and I 
often wonder whether, if Javed 
Miandad bad given Chappell a 
kick in the pants during a Syd¬ 
ney Test, 111'punishment would 
have been a well-earned rest 
from two one-dav matches 

And so, in many wa\'s Indians 
do get what they deserve, and 
much okit to then disadsan- 
tage Neithei India nor Indian 
players ate going to 'walk' and 
the umpiies ate going to make 
mistakes Fui ther, the Indian 
umpire is realising that, 
there is no future in cowing 
down to pressuie. he will only 
he making himself eligible for 
more All that one can ask of 
him IS to deliberate a little 
before saving 'vea or nay' and 
not point skywuids before the 
appeal has half left a fielder's 
throat 

And all one can ask of the 
players, is to try and make life a 
little easiei tor him, hut since 
this seems unlikely, umjnring 
will sutfei fiom its full shat a of 
criticism and innuendoes Neut¬ 
ral professional umpiring has to 
be introduced, the sooner the 
better N<> iiiariei how distaste¬ 
ful theioin ept mav he lo ttadi- 
tionalisis. I am altaid that there 
isnolongei aii\ mom loi sen- 
tiineiitalism in modern sport 
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Lying down 
Sometimes investments 
don’t fetch dividends Take 
the case of football clubs 
which induct star players 
against lucrative incentives. 
Or call it underhand deal¬ 
ings As the season progres¬ 
ses one such player sustains 
an injury—and that is 
enough for him to miss a 
numbei of matches—and 
the perticular club has to 
bear the brunt. Such inst¬ 
ances are not few in Calcut¬ 
ta and abroad The latest 
one IS that of Great Britain’s 
I striker Trevor Francis, who 
I currently dons the jersey of 
the popular Manchester 
City Club Because of a 
thigh injury he was admit¬ 
ted to hospital for a man¬ 
ipulative operation after 
having made seven appear¬ 
ances since the club signed 
him for £1 million more 
than three months ago Tre¬ 
vor, who left Nottingham 
Fore.st for City, earlier got a 
knee injury in his fourth 
league encounter and mis¬ 
sed eight engagements One 
may recall that a couple of 
years back, he had a long 
lay-off because of a severed 
Achilles tendon. 

A Mammoth 
Break __ 

from the 
penloiL\ 

Snooker followers will, 
perhaps, remember Sydney 
Lee—better known as the 
“Man in the white gloves— 
who at the age of 71 was 
fighting for dear life Pain 
and paralysis of the body 
was a pitiable sight—and 
unbearable to all and sun¬ 
dry But he still had a ray ut 
hope for suivival. He did 
live dftei a successful opera¬ 
tion to remove a shattered 
disc at the tup of the spine 
in Wimbledon’s Atkinson 
Morley Hospital Unbe¬ 
lievingly. Lee suffered for 
17 lung months when he fell 
down the stairs and sus¬ 
tained the major accident 
As for his wife and childieii 
It was a terrible nightmare 
overcome The doctors say 
that within a short time he 
will be able to play and 
referee again. But he is not 
too sure whether he will be 


fully fit. So he would rather 
be remembered as he was. 
Incidentally, Lee wrested 
the English Boys Billiards 
title at the age of 14 and 
then played with all the 
greats in both snooker and 
billards. To know Sydney 
Lee well one has to leaf over 
the pages of the Guinesb 
Book of Snooker. 


Told by Bobby 
Immediately after Eng¬ 
land qualified for the World 
Cup soccer finals beginning 
in June, 1982 the Football 
Association decided to go in 
foi commercial action. The 
FA’S idea is to pool in about 
£750 OOU prior to the stai t of 
the World Cup in Madrid It 
believes a "massive interest 
in football presents major 
opportunities for Advertis¬ 
ing, promotion and licensed 
merchandise.” 



And on whose shoulders 
will this responsibility fall’ 
On the broad shoulders of a 
benign bulldog, who re¬ 
frains from smoking and 
drinking, but does not 
mind a little beer occa- 
siunallv. This emblem has 
found many companies join¬ 
ing the queue, and one ex¬ 
pects that the returns will 
be gigantic 

So “Bobby Bulldog”—the 
official mascot to run Eng¬ 
land’s campaign—do start 
working. But please wait for 
the FA to give you the signal 
before you knock at the 
doors ot the commercial 
I firms. 


Reach For 


And hit 
the dust 

A tussel developed out¬ 
side the snooker table for 
"appearance” money. The 
issue centred qn last year’s 
United Kingdom snooker 
runner-up, Aiex Higgins, 
when his agents, Sport- 
sworld (no, we have nothing 
to do with them) ignored an 
invitation in his behalf to 
play in Yorkshire TV’s Pro- 
Celebriiy series. But one of 
the directors of Spoil- 
sworld, Mr Harvey Lisberg 
demanded appearance fees 
in addition to the guarantee 
money to be divided among 
the tontestents Lesberg 
probably had his reason to 
demand a fee for his client 
as, he felt, Higgins “was the 
biggest draw in the game”. 
At the same time, he 
doubted Higgins’ world 
tanking because is was 
affected last May for mis¬ 
conduct when he was fined 
two ranking points 

Just when this demanding 
business was going on, the 
World Professional Billiard 
and Snooker Association de¬ 
cided. at a special meeting 
and in the cleatest possible 
terms to ban appearance 
money saying that any 
contravention will result in 
suspension or expulsion 
ii om the WPBSA Ltd Sorry, 
Mi Harvey Lisberg, the 
world body is more profes¬ 
sional in Its dealings! 


New Yeat s Gift 
It shall be a happy New 
Year’s day for athletes The 
British Amateur Athletic 
Board is likely to implement 
the world body rule on 
advertising and amateur¬ 
ism It may be recalled that 
the rule was given consent 
to at Rome by the world 
organisation. A committee 
has been set up by the En¬ 
glish Board to deal with the 
issue, like handling the en¬ 
tire dealings with the 
athletes or then agents with 
regard to adveitising ven¬ 
tures. So It simply means 
that the BAAB will have 
total control, even concern¬ 
ing the payment after the 
imolementation of the rule. 


The athletes can now 
appear in the newspapers 
and on the television pro¬ 
vided the board agrees with 
a provision that it, too, gets 
a percentage of the earnings 
to promote the spon. So the 
New Year’s gift u m the 
offing. 


Of mother 
and child 
The 1980 Wimbledon 
ladies singles champion 
Evonne Goolagong Cawley 
of Australia, it may be said, 
did not defend her All Eng¬ 
land title because of the 
impending arrival Till then 
nothing was heard of her in 
tennis But now she’s back- 
looking fresh as evei. She 
has given bn th to her 
second child and her re¬ 
entry has all the more de¬ 
lighted the highly-partisan 
spectators. And what were 



the tennis-loving Austra¬ 
lians so happy about? 
Evoqne, as usual, displayed 
her fighting qualities 
against her American Black 
opponent Lesley Allen af tei 
conceding the first set It 
took the Aussie star more 
than two hours to win 
amidst the frequent ap¬ 
plause which MLss Allen dis¬ 
approved because it forced 
hei into several mistakes. 
The American lass was in a 
very good position in the 
decioer but the constant 
cheering spoiled het game 
and she was in tears. Poor 
thing' Mrs Cawley, too, was 
embarrassed All this occur¬ 
red in the second round of 
the Australian Women’s 
Championship recently. 
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diii; Ac Joined .the ^f^dMOut 
Mmhteys and atayod\ritb tko inoti- 
totp; tor ^.eoapb of. yetr* that 
iM^ ta .tend, ibe Fakisnm Cus- 
be is a aaaiar 
tagaama- with, them, 
io'.the 19S2 tridH at, Peibawatr 
Andor Ahmed Khan was dropped 
bdcause he war ipo young. Sower- 
.*d* orojmara ictdr be was js^exted 
.to daft Pakilnan .cmouzc for tn# tour 
‘af'MaJa^^ and West tjormany. 
Xbat, was in the Sixties. 

; Stjury is a common feature 
‘^bnsong spmiamen and Anwar was 
ne'enaepthm, During an exhibition 
enamoterMN^veen me Fakistan XT 
fiie,Xest be sustained a frac¬ 
ture pa ^ ieft foot. Finely, his 
mggast &tmnatioaal anapetitfoa- 
came'-ia me-iSSS hietboume Otjm- 
ptetUmeb. Since then he bat par-> 
dbipetedietbfiee Olympics ana two 
Aaum.iffimes... > 

i^inr has abootiag as his only 
bjtbier hobby.; He was coach, mana 
' 0 tr pjt'tbe netioaaf squad, member 
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few'AiMiialuin ipr)* ccine to me (• 
sbfsi in ny happiticu. Later, they 
«nad RflL'wafieompciiv themlor • 
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•Sen^ t)m OM >l| 

ftut 1 won't dmty ^*inec 
lotlia wu • groel teuh, iMimrliim.. 
ruodenatlawtcd. Tbcy ire-ntt'tnif. 
irlendt of i^c eod 1 ctiil jNwwiii 
ber them and tiieir ^oriOua houiiljjf,'. 
There was yet 'amiKiter -hoisAttr'M 
store for me «t Home. I wm' fm 
dated the beat cantre-hsU of'ibd' 
world. 

My second Adan Qames ■( JakerT 
tft was enoiiber memorabJe-ene. We 
retnbted the hodcey title after dm 
foattae our neighboura 2*0. Attf was* 
the snpper. Natorally, it goM wiifo 
. out sanae how orerioyM. 1 t«w.s 
thm yWf IMj^ 1964) I poit^ 
pated in an last Olynmcs atTolcM 
where lodui stormed hack Into Qm 
acena- and aaetchad the bodwy' 
crown from ua. So, in a span of 11 
yean 1 won three golds and twd 
.ailvers. 

> But my hapOT moments did not 
end there. In 1966, Air Marshal Nur 
Khan presented me with a gold 
medal for good exhibition hockey 
.over {he years. The pHinade m 
.glbily was reached that same year 
when the late Pakistan President 
Ayub KKan awarded me the highest 
honour of the iand—‘*Timagha lin« 
tias” (identical to the Arjwna 
Aivard). 

Thtice I led the national side,' 
from 1963 to 1966, against Japan in 
|he Test serlek,'Oti tours abroad and 
i» the Qhanaf o Gaines in Indonesia. 
IhCR I retired. How can I ever 
foi^ the day when after we beat 
Kenya in the Karachi Test the news 
came to me that my wife had given 
birth to a son. A double trium]^, I 
thii^. 1 have only to sav that eaof 
and every sportsman has got td 
experience both the good and the 
bad, victory and defeat. Perhaps, 
Uiiv IS the greatest qualiw a sports¬ 
man should possess. SpoRsmen 
bring the world closer, lliere 
shutud be love and respect for one 
another—and without any discre* 
pancy. Perhaps, this is the only 
answer to strengthen international 
brotherhood. 

As told to SUBHA^i SMICAR 
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In the india-England Test Series, 
some of the most powerful and consistent 
performances will be given 
inside your transistor. 





Red Eveready 

Red Eveready wiH brins the lndi»€nsfand 
Test Series powerfully alive to you 
through your transistor. VTIth Ited 
Eveready's super power that gives your 
transistor louder volume, sharper 
reception and maximum protection. Day 
after exdttng day. Hour after thiHiins hour. 

While the chosen ones of both the teams 
thrill the crowds on the fieto, let Red 
Eveready, the Chosen One for your 
transistor, thrill you at home. 

Red eveready. 
TmchosenoreFcritie.incna>engiand1^ 





Centenary 


There was little he couldn't do 


H e who 1 & oblivious of Major 
George Aubrey Faulkner has also 
[losslbly not heard of cricket and 
South Africa. 

The centenary of this very great 
all-rounder which was on December 17 
may have been commemorated with 
the issue of a postage stamp in his own 
country, but here he didn’t get a 
mention even m the trivialities in the 
column on the sports page Sad. 
There’s some Indian sentiment in¬ 
volved. Faulkner had trained our very 
own ‘Dulvep' in Ins brief clays ul 
enchanting bloom. And releived the 
Indian Prince of a fallability outside 
the off-stump in his early days. “Come 
and have a look at ‘Duleep’,” Faulkner 
would say “It isn’t only a question of 
how to get him out, but how to stop 
him scoring 60 runs an hour ” 
Faulkner died an early death in 
' I.uiidon in 1930 when just 411, bv his 
own doing. One fine dav after su.s- 
I tamed disillusionment he gassed him- 
' self, terminating a peison of humble 
. temperament, more willing to cast an 
encouraging gaze on others than to 
speak of his own records and himself 
“I am off to another realm via the 
bat-room,’’ he wiote in his final mes¬ 
sage It summed up the man behind 
the all-iounder. 

After then 4-1 success in 1906 South 
Africa toured E.igland for the first 
tune in 1907 and Faulkner was on the 
ship In all games for his country he 
made 1288 runs apart from capturing 
73 wickets He shone in the second 
Test, a match that England won bv 53 
runs. At Lord’s in the opening match 
the home team had run up 428. Now, at 
Headingley on a gluepot, Faulkner 
caused a .somersault of fortunes and no 
batsman had any sort of answer to his 
type of bowling Kngland was shot out 
toi )usi 76, 1-aulkiiui leturtiing with 
dream figures of six lor 17 He had 
bowled only eleven overs, four run¬ 
less! 

And suddenly everyone was begin¬ 
ning to ask whether Palmer or Spof- 
forth could li.ive done bettei To play 
Faulkner, according to ‘Dick’ Lilley, 
the English wicketkeeper, was ‘like 
playing Briggs thiuugh the air and 
Kichard.son off the pitch ’ As tiiesome 
as lot tut e He look 12 in the three 
Tests at 18 each and led his country's 
averages 

Faulkner touched his high noon in 
I early 1910 against visiting England 
He began on a season of mind- 
numbing consistency with a 78 in the 
first innings at Johannesburg, South 
' Africa making 208 Going on to bowl 
he captured five for 120, a teat which 
he followed with 123 in the second 
innings. Not cemtent, he added to it 
three for 40 and En^and was beaten 


by 19 runs Vogler and he had split all 
the wickets amongst themselves' 
Three weeks later, at Durban, Faulk 
ner captured six for 87 in the final 
innings of the match to rid England foi 
252 and win by 95 runs It couldn't last, 
the English told themselves But in the 
third lest Faulkner playing like one 
possessed hit an unexceeded 76 out of 
,305 He tried to change the course of a 
slipping game, hit 44 in the .second 
innings and captured six wickets but 
England had still three men unused 
when the total had been crossed The 
Cape Town game decided the senes In 
a match of low scores no South African 
made over 350 but Faulknei aggre¬ 
gated 59 for once out, took tour wick¬ 
ets and held five catches South Africa 
won the Test by four wickets as well a.s 
a hard-wrought series Th,it Faulk 
ner . the Englishmen must have 
ctiised Four days later, in the match 
at the same venue in an et]ually abun¬ 
dant mood Faulknei hit 99 and round¬ 
ed off the senes with 545 runs, the 
highest iiom both sides, aveiaging 60 
per outing llis average of 21 from 29 
wickets was marginally behind Vog- 
ler’s average tor 3b wickets. Seldom 
has an all-rounder done so much fur so 
many 

The 1910-11 series in Australia was, 
perhaps, Faulkner’s greatest batting 
triumph In all. he hit 2080 runs, 
taking 60 wickets and his record 7 32 
runs in the Test marches was not 
exceeded bv even the great Ttumper 
himself 

Faulknei got his first ccriiurv 
against the Combined Universities 
and went into the seccuid Test in 
appreciable form He justified the 
selection He hit 204. mote than half in 
boundaries in five and a halt boms out 
of .368 Cotter, a demon till |ust i few 
days ago, was thrashed for 158 runs 
and Atmstiong for 138 His only two 
e^ioiC^ vveru at 64 and 126 and Hisden. 
was cornpelleci to call it ‘the innings ot 
his life ’ No one crossed 77 and even 
Victor Triimper confessed that the 
South .nfiicati had taught thi‘m a thing 
or two about batting' 

No wonder Clem Hill lold Jjir Pelham 
Warner that he never saw anvone bai 
as well in Australia as the handsome 
South African. 

Faulknei had his houi of glory when 
111 1921 A C MacLaren sent him a 
telegiam asking it he is available to 
play against the Austialiansf!) at the 
Saffrons, till then unbeaten Under 
Armstrong on his last tour they had 
won three Tests in a ‘we mean biisi 
ness’ faslii(>n and playing them was an 
absolutely despondent prospect But 
Archie stuck to a cheeiv front saving 
he knew how they could be beaten, 
sent a cable to Cardus to be present 


• t 

and ptuceeded to pick .elpvd'n 
amateurs to beat the might of Austra¬ 
lia. Old Archie being unusualW opti¬ 
mistic, you could hiive said. But to 
lunch on the first day Archie .bad OW 
of England laughing at fiiiri; bis rtltFe 
tag side had been bowled out for 4S! 
By that evening Australia ll«d gkeody 
made 174 and had m rOturn begutf 
the final act of demoUtioo by ca:^r- 
ing the first of MacLuren's’wicketA for 
only eight At last, Archie yrauld hare 
to eai his words.. , ' . • 

MacLaren was hini^elt bowled - 
the first ball by McDonald next morn¬ 
ing signalling his exit lot all lime frpdi 
first class cricket in England Gardes 
had already begun to leave, his bag 
sent to the railway station. A,nd th^ 
ground was more empty than full. ,But 
bars of defiance stuck—Faulkner'«ntd 
Hubert Ashton--the South Alt lean, 
accoidiiig to W'/sden, playing His 
greatest innings afiei the one in the 
Trfangulai Test. He dominated the 
bowling with rate authoiity, malting a 
historic 153, leaving the Australians 
with 196 tfl^wni. By that same.evenipg 
Australia, had lost its first wicket, 
Collins out lor 25 Archie was quite 
excited when he turned lound to 
sleep that night Win or lose, there wa.s 
u big day aliead. A world hung' ^ 
halaiu'o next morning and almqst im- 
mediately Hanson Carter was caught 
off l■^llcnll. Baidslevbowli’d by Gibson, 
the gieat Macailericy castled by Fal¬ 
con and the game was anyone’s— 
Australia 93 for iive 

But at one stage the lotmula seemed 
to have been upset as Rydei and 
Andrews set on, turning the wheel of 
the game towards Aiistialia. Half the 
side left and lUM 56 needed, alt, they 
said, almost thcMi- But. in ,1 true it had 
liappened Kvdei slashed <ii a good 
length ball and was out .ind Andrew's 
enioying his teiiuie was bowled by 
Faulknei without leason The great 
Giegorv weni foi no ,(oie and Aim- 
stioiig was ill ai ease against I niiikner. 
He survived one stioiig ll)w appe.il but 
trom then on the Gods deserted him. 
He was struck on the p.ids and that 
was the end of him and as if in a 
hiiirv. (jil)son bowled M.jiles loi no 
store Archie MacLaren had kept his 
word' Bv 28 runs 

But tew batsmen made tuns with 
more assurance Add to that the car¬ 
dinal virtues of bowling vorkeis at an 
impetcepiible sjieed and an .iltogc-ther 
illegible go'igly Top it up with the 
abilirv to take almo.st ariv dning catch 
in the slips All 111 one mail 'i on dori’i 
have loo many like them m the histui y 
ot ciicket 

MUD.^R PATHERYA 





SportswoHd Exclusive 


THE BENSON AND HEDGES CUP 

still anybody’s money 

it’s war in AustraH^ at present with three teams in a 
frantic attempt to win the triangular one-day interna¬ 
tionals. JOHN BENAUD reports on the latest stage of 
the attrition ___ 
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Gordon Gftonidgo 


T he bad news for the West Indians 
on this latest sortie to Australia is 
not just the fact that they’ve lost two 
of the three one-day lirnited over inter¬ 
nationals. It IS that their trump bats¬ 
man, the amazing Viv Richards with 
his flashing bat, is failing. And failing 
along with him are the rest of the 
batsmen. If we observers are inclined 
. to go along the proverbial 'one further’ 
and suggest that ‘Father Tune’ may be 
shadowing a few of their great fast- 
« men, then prospects are looking a 
r little towards the grim side. The latest 
loss was at the hands of Miandad’s 
Pakistanis, this time in Adelaide It is 
not unfair to say the result was a shock 
and not only because Pakistan have 
been so incompetent in every depart¬ 
ment in the two full Tests played 
against Austialia 

The real point is that Pakistan bat¬ 
ting first, on a pitch well watered on 
account of another game that was to 
be played the next day, totalled a 
meagre 140. And it was nothing short 
of a miracle that they managed it At 
one stage, five wickets had gone for 
just 3S runs And even at seven down 
for 68 the ‘ton’ did seem but a misty 
dream Holding, Roberts, Marshall 
and Garner shared the scalps But 
observing the golden rule of the li¬ 
mited-over games the Pakistani tail, 
led by the scruff of the neck by the one 
surviving batsman Zaheer, hung in 
theie until the 49th over Zaheer was 
the top scorer with 46 and with the 
new ball bowler Sarfraz added what 
•turned out to be a match winning 57 
Sarfraz was unbeaten with 34 A real 
slap iji the face to those critics who 
wondered if his contribution in that 
first Test batting debacle against Au¬ 
stralia was just a fluke Sandwiched in 
the front of that stand was a contribu¬ 
tion from the off spinner Ejaz Faqih 
who made 20. That alone is enough to 
mention Faqih, but another reason is 
clear later on in this report when his 
dismissal of Greg Chappell in the 
game against the Australians comes 
undei notice. 

So, there were few who gave the 
Pakistanis a chance The Pakistani 
bowling has been indifferent, peihaps, 
disheartened by what is best-termed 
as schoolboyish fielding Sarfraz took 
no chances of a catch going down by 
bowling Greenidge One for-seven. 
Haynes and Richards tickled edges to 
Ashraf and it was three for 38. The 


new pur, ORCcaua mu ait^per Llovd 
.hwICM well in coitfrol, roll)nK tiong to 
85. Then Miudad achieved ^ dream 
of evmy captain-4ie gambled on a 
spinner and the gamble paid. Wasim 
Raja whose wrong’*uns and top spm. 
nets have been dealt with quite sev¬ 
erely in the Tests, bowled Bacchus 
Then he bowled Dujon. Five for 88 
Marshall u^mediately set about ex 
pounding his all-round reputation by 
hitting up 20, but lost Lloyd and Mur¬ 
ray when it was 107. Two more wickets 
went at 120. 

When strongman Imran came back 
to clean up the mess the West Indies 
were still nine runs short of a win. And 
embarrassed. There must have been 
much soul searching. They seem nut to 
have settled on a combination as yet 
Natural, perhaps, as they do have a 
few new boys. But they will need to 
win their next two games. And they 
will need to be handsome wins. Nut 
just from the point of view of hanging 
into the competition but for rebuilding 
confidence. 

How Pakistan reacted to the win, 
whether it be with more determination 
to beat Australia or with over conii- . 
dence, was not too clear when the - 
proceedings got underway the next { 
day. For instance, Miandad did not ! 
bother to offer the ball to his match | 
winner of the day before—Wasim J 
Raja. Raja had bowled seven overs for 
28 runs and four wickets On a tamer ; 
and drier pitch Australia’s process | 
was steady Predictably, Darling, 
opening with Wood coming in at num- ' 
ber six, was run out And Wood was - 
the best of the batsmen, unbeaten on 
43 in the total of 208 Once again, j 
Australia failed to bat for their allot- - 
ted 50 overs, succumbing on the third j 
ball of the 49th. Imran was the bes, of 1 
the bowlers with three for 19 from 9 3 i 
overs I 

Miandad’s leadership could only ho 
regarded as questionable He bowled i 
Zaheer for six overs They cost 41 run^ 
Ejaz had 43 taken from seven overs { 
All this when the Australians were | 
struggling at five down for 136. Pakis¬ 
tan never really looked to have the 
drive to win. They were five for 91 
with only Zaheer looking lo have the 
urgency about him that might force 
the win But when be went to a marvel¬ 
lous forehead high catch at cover-point 
off a slashing square drive, the rest 
was easy for Australia. It was Greg 
Chappell’s gentle medium pace that i 
skittled them Ten overs an({ three for I 
31, that went nicely with his 38 with I 
the bat to earn him the Man of the ' 
Match 

He rather came out the man too in a ; 
brush with Miandad. Chappell was leg i 
before to Faqih, after surviving first a | 
close run out and another leg before ! 
decision. As he strode away from the | 
pitch he was seen to stop and turn 
back towards Miandad ana a iproup of 
Pakistanis. It was clear something had 
been said to the Australian captain 
Chappell reportedly asked umpire 
French if ‘Miandad was going to get 
away with it again’. And drier the 




pune Chappell said "Miandad wished 
me all the best.” Miandad denied that 

he had told Chappell to ‘-off 

And the next day he revealed that it 
had all been a horrible misunderstand* 
mg over the pronounciatibn of Faqih’s 
name Miandad said that he had told 
his bowler “Faqih, you have got him 
out the third time”. He insisted that it 
was just all a terrible misunderstand¬ 
ing. Clmppell, not amused at the time 
I judging by the waved finger at Mian- 
! dad, won't be happy with that little 
explanation either. Let there be no 
I doubt that this Pakistan side has made 
plenty of enemies. Australia will be 
I glad to sea them go. 

T he one-day triangular senes 
among the West Indies, Australia 
and Pakistan stood at one-all after the 
fust three games. Pakistan surprised 
everybody and their regained confi* 
i dente after the debacle in Perth 
dgainst Australia once again showed 
lust how divorced the limited over- 
games are from the five-day affairs. 
J'he results went thus West Indies 
beat Pakistan in Melbourne. Pakistan 
beat Australia in Melbourne and Au- 
sti alCd beat the West Indies undei the 
SCG lights The interesting point ab¬ 
out the last result was that Australia 
, has never lost to the Caribbean cava¬ 
liers under those conditions 
It IS onlv luck that has had the SCG 
I games going ahead The lights have 
had their fair .share of problems since 
II was discovered at the season’s start 
■ hat the huge, thick, grey stanchions 
I might fall over in high winds New 
I lights have been banked around the 
loots ot the grandstands to make up 
lor those eliminated from the towers 
I his was done to lessen the weight on 
the towels But an electrical trades¬ 
man’s strike in Sydney has meant that 
the new lights have not been inspected 
and so boundaries have had to be 
shortened to ensure fieldsmen in the 
deep are not inconvenienced With the 
new lights inoperative thev would be 
in the dark, so to speak. 

The West Indies began as expected 
Haynes and Greenidge impressed as 
the finest opening pair in the world 
today with a i un blitz, a stand of 1B2 
I Such fine strokeplay probably de¬ 
serves luck and so it was The score 
was only four when Haynes, still yet to 
score, launched one of his spectacular 
cover drives at Imran His outside 
edge flew fast to Qasim at second slip 
who fumbled the chest-high stinger 
filter, when the damage was really 
being done and truly in good old- 
tashioped slogging style, Majid and 
Qasim dropped relatively easy catch 
and bowl chances The West Indies 
were nearly upon the ISO mark by 
then. West Indies captain Clive Lloyd 
might have been alarmed at what 
happened once the pair finally went 
The tourists lost their last eight wick¬ 
ets for only 62 

True, most were out to outlandish 
cross-batted attempts But one expects 
these champions of the one-day game 
to keep their cool. Bacchus, the new 
lad, and Gomes who is noted more for 
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his solid application in the Test arena, lovely cutter that beat the bat and 
looked completely out of it Only Sar- tickled the stumps Two balls later he 
fraz and Imran looked completely the had Mansoor, too Pakistan lost some 
part with the ball. Sarfraz got four for momentum. Miandad and the veteran 
37 off his nine overs. Imran three for Majid, got along sensibly, but just a 
23 off his 10. Greenidge, 102, and touch slowly in the end, to 212 Mian- 
Haynes 84, were the main contributers dad was out to a tired shot to, keeper 
in West Indies’ 245 for eight. Murray when he was 74 Majid went 

PnL.,ct.>r. too And Imran: In the end the 18 run 

Haynes and Greenidge lef?off Mudas- S!"’’ 

sar and Rizwan had 56 on the board in that hu 

only 53 minutes in barely 10 overs. Lloyd express^ some fear that his 

Once Rizwan had gone it was captain f 

Miandad who carried on Pakistan had ‘houghi 

reached their fifty a ball faster than Jmprovemem was likely. His worst 
the West Indies and Miandad and TV 

Miidassai got them to the 100 only a 

lull ha scored, what was really, an upset. 

That being so becau.se Pakistan, a day j 
Disaster was just around the corner after then loss to the West Indies, ! 
though Marshall, who one antictpates, came out and humbled the Austra- 
will have a good deal to do in the Test bans. 

this summer, got Muda.ssar with a Australia preferred to leave out the 

Vivian Richaids—Causing problems lor opposing bowlers and then captains Lloyd and he added 72 in 
only S7 minutes 
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Are we going to see a new 
world batting record? 


• The world aggregate record 
tor most runs in test matches ^ 
is 8032 Achieved by one m 
' who has been described [ 

as a " genius". This * 
figure was reached in a 

'160 innings in 93 tests. < 
the last played in April 1974( | fl 
at Port of Spain W 

This record is now within 
' striking distance. Which ground 
in India will it be achieved on^ 
Will it be Bangalore, New Delhi 
•' or Calcutta^ We may even 
have to wait till Madras or 
Kanpur* 








See the answer for yourself in the 
India-England series. 

Get a close-up view of the excitement of the 
game on a Crown TV Because Crown is 
engineered with Japanese technology to 
match the Nghest quality standards. 

Sharp and detailed pictures that give you eH 
the action. Superb hi-fi sound. And a modular 
design that brings down repair time to a 
matter of minutes. Small wonder that Crown 
is tfw largest selling TV today With a failure - 
rate that's less than 0.1%. 
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reliable Laiird and had to brine in 
Darling, the young South Australian. 
Predictably, Wood and Darling ran 
some heart stopping singles, just as 
they had done a few seasons back 
against England, when observers had 
suggested that there must have been 
some throwback to Japanese Kami¬ 
kaze pilots in the family trees of each 

This time. Wood was run out trying 
for something quite ridiculous Still, 
the 48 they put on was bright enough 
to have the Pakistanis on their heels 
Thev brightened up immediatfl; when 
Greg Chappell failed again, this time 
lobbing a slower one from Sikander to 
mid-off. Border missed one Marsh was 
bowled and Dniling, too, misiu.id 
Sikaiider's slower one and Austialia 
were five down foi 102 and 27 overs 
were gone Theie it was. Australia tost 
the game despite a fightback bv the 
deposed captain Hughes and his West 
Australian team-mate Yardley Thev 
put on 86 Hughes’ 67 took only 80 
balls But Austialia's 209 never really 
looked enough once Miandad and 
Mudassar set about lepairing the eaily 
damage caused by Aldei man who sent 
back Mansoor and Zaheer with onlv 21 
on the board 

Mudassai made 44 befuie Chappell 
picked him up when the total was 126 
Miandad made 72 bcfoie he was again 
out to a tired shot He suffered Cramps- 
during the innings. Maybe, it is a lot 
tougher out on Australia's b<iked hard 
grounds than it was in England when 


he did so well last season. Imran saw 
the Pakistanis through and was un- 
Iwaten on 28 when they got home off 
the fourth last ball But they had four 
'Wickets in hand, so the win was really 
quite easy. Greg Chappell was best 
with the ball, three for 33 
Australia toiled without Lillee, 
under suspension for kicking Miandad 
in the Perth Test Nor did thev have 
him for the tilt with the West Indies in 
Sydney. In his place was Shaun Graf, 
the Victorian all-rounder who is per¬ 
sisted with by the selectors despiiu his 


fours. At only nine short cd their 
Melbourne total against Palditan, the 
West Indies run target looked too 
formidable for Austtilia. Etpeciatty 
when they lost Darling and Chappell-— 
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nine overs for 56 in Svdney, where the 
West Indies batted first This was a 
much steadiei West Indies petform 
ance The openeis against did well, 
Greenidge and Haynes adding 64. And 
Kichaids loured good in his 47, but it 
was skipper Lloyd who held the stage 
A timely innings of 63. Haynes and 
Gieemdge had been subdued, scoring 
only 17 off the first 10 overs, even 
though the boundaries were roped at 
75 vaids because of the light problem. 
Thev biightened up, smashing twelve 
off Thomson’s first over, enough to 
make Chappell send him packing to 
the outtieh) and when he came back 
he did so with success 
He busted the openers and picked 
up Bacchus as well, all in the space of 
21 balls Then L.luvd and Richards 
raced on to 72 in only 57 minutes 
Richards' 47 took 59 balls and Lloyd's 
61, off the same number with .seven 


the board. Then came the surpni* and 
courageous f i^ibatk led by the deter¬ 
mined Bruce Laird. He batted throuA 
for an unbeaten 117, his first century 
in intemetionals. And the Austriliutt 
got home with two overs to spare and 
seven wickets in hand Laird, with a 
reputation built on rock-ltke defence, 
made his runs off only 1S9 baila. 

The crowd chanted his name, the 
honour they hke to reserve for Lillee. 
When the winning hit was made, Laird 
and Hughes had put on 147 in only 112 
minutes, against an attack as strong as 
Croft, Garner, Marshall, Holding and 
Roberts 

There were two important sidelights 
to this win Firstly, when Laird 
reached his century the SCG was again 
invaded by fans. This time, besides 
thumping Laird ail over they stole a 
stump and tried to damage the pitch. 
This, despite a record turnout by the 
police It will not be long before 
barbed wire, is set up. Secondly, the 
Australians-were unable to bowl their 
50 overs in the allotted time. Eech 
team member was fined $(A) 50. Whet 
a pity they cun’t do that in the Tests 
where Pakistan have made a mockery 
of the whole game with less then 80 
balls an hour. 


The gift 
that changed 
Mrs. Mitra’s 
frown into 
a smile 

Today Mr Mitia's cait’t’r comi;b (o an 
end Mrs> Milra’s woriy lieyins Howto 
manage without a bteady ini omc'-' 
What she diti not know was that his 
monthly deposit ol Rs 400/ - in 
Allahabad Bank's Pension Scheme lor 
7 years will fetch them the same 
amount every month for the rest of 
his life, the principal remaining intact 
It’s a gift worth bringing ,1 smile frtim 
his wife 

A monthly deposit of Rs 10 or its 
multiples for 7 years in Allahabad 
Bank’s Pension Scheme fetches you 
the same amount as youi deposit 
every month As long as you live 

An atikured fixed incame after a certain 
pereid - Allahab.id Ikiiil,'’, Pension Si heme 

u 

ALLAHABAD BASK 

(A Ciiv! of Ii.iIm'II..U .1.11 ■■ 


Look! 

Farewell gifts. 







Will 
they keep 
the pot 
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Cower Story 


BANGALORE TEST 


We are improving 


KEITH FLETCHER 

I HAD a look at the wicket the day 
before the Test began and it was 
damp at that rime Even on the morn¬ 
ing of the match when I inspected the 
track It was still that little bit damp 
But all in all I thought that the toss 
would play an important role in this 
match. And when 1 did win the toss I 
was glad Thank goodness for that 
This was just the second time that I 
won the toss. The first time I won it 
was during the one-day international 
at Ahmedabad 

Bob Willis was down with a stomach 
ailment He was a bit ill and couldn't 
play The other change we made was | 
Mike Cutting for John Emburey. It was 
really a tactical change, because we 
decided to field tour bowlers in this 
Test rather than five The reason for 
having five in Bombay was that the 
heat was too much for folir bowlers to 
keep going thioughoiit the day In 
Bangalore the temperatures were 
more favourable 

I know I had said that to win .1 Test 
you must have the bowlers, but this 
time there was a slight change in out 
tactics. But this was not a set pattern, 
we might still play five bowlers in the 
forthcoming Tests Noi was it a defen 
sive move We did not have enough 
runs in Bombay To win you first have 
to have runs in the kitty Rather than a 
defensive move, it was a holding pro¬ 
cess 

The choice was between John Lever 
and Paul Allott to replace Willis But 
we decided to bank on the expei lence 
ot Lever in India He has got enough 
wickets ovei heio Also, it would add a 
new dimen.sion to oui attack He is a 
loft-arm bowlei with a special angle ot 
attack It would give our bowling a hit 
of v.iiietv So, we opted for Lever 
When we batted the ball made dents 
on the wiikei This was why the ball 
was swinging a bit and keeping low 
Boycott and Gooch batted right 
thiough lunch Ot course, theie was 
.some movement ott the wicket Kapil 
and M.idan bowled well, but, to be 
honest, Boycott and Gooch are Test- 
class openers 

In the atternoon when Geotficy got 
our 10 a siipeib ball tiom K.ipil Dev, it 
was disappointing for us Gooch lost a 
little bit ot coiicen'tiation and that cost 
him his wicket He pulled a ball tiom 
Shasti I to give the inid-wickei tieldei a 
catch when he seemed set 1 01 a big 
scoie I vsoulcl have liked him to get a 
lug liiiiidred. but that was not to be 
David Gowei came in next and he 
played very well Along with Tavare, 
who was keeping one end going, Gow¬ 


er was getting the runs at the other 
end. Things were working according to 
our plan. Of course, I was disappointed 
that in the last quarter of an hour we 
lost Two wickets. But the poor light at 
the stage of the day made it very 
difficult to play, particularly from the 
Pavilion End. Even when 1 went in, 
there were some really difficult balls 
that I had to face. Just before the 
shadows reached the wicket, it was a 
very difficult time to bat. But I must 
admit that I was pleased with the first 
day. Of course, I would have liked it 
more had we got 30 more runs. That 
would have been much better. But 
then, you must remember we were 180 
for four wickets The last one was of 
Lever. So, as far as we were con¬ 
cerned. we lost three main batsmen. 


the second lUiy DevidGoiver end 
\ymyself had to face the new ball 
which had been taken towards the 
closing stages of the first day. It was 
very important from our point of view 
that Gower and myself saw off the new 
ball. But the Indian bowlers bowled 
well. There was still movement off the 
seam. Both David and myself played 
pretty well. Unfortunately, Gower got 
a very good ball from Shastri which 
turned and trapped him. Shastri had 
come in immediately after the new 
ball was taken. It was pitched outside 
Gower’s off stump. And out went Gow¬ 
er. It was a good ball. No matter how 
well you have played till then, it’s a 
good ball you are out. 

Just before lunch I was out It was a 
blow, as far as I was concerned, to the 
side. Also, I would have liked to get a 
few runs at that time It was too crucial 
a phase in which to lose a wicket. Mike 
Getting was ill that morning Luckily, 
he had recovered by then He batted 
confidently iii partnership with 
Botham and added 48 runs. If we had 
lost one more wicket before lunch, it 
would have undone all the good work 
done on the first day. We could have 
been bowled out for 275 and obviously 
we wanted to get a lot more than that 
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gritf IIIM BHl ^vhiit mk ThI. Mil U 
BWUW (Ht BMMU 
G A gopqfte OiwMa riMimri 
(I8t 44« MM, 7 4 In tryro tft pult a 

sixHT'^MtBhfld debvory from outside the off stump gave 
a smiM «aM «t mkHiwcktt) 

G BOpBBio O iwHi l MrbShastn 
(132 inn, 101 baHa 4x4. The bail moved away late 
Qutai^ MR M'MiiM aaci 1M balamM edoad a low 
cflicR 10 WDOno nm 
C TammtbwbMadinLal 

(177 mn. 138 baM, 2x4 The ban came m sharply 
and Mpl lowiffw pNchmg and beat the baiaman on 
the tWanaive atroka) 

D J QmMribwbahaatii 

(243ttiln, 178 baM. 12 x 4 Batsman ptayed hall cock 
to a dWivary that tumid and cams m and ihs ball htt hia 
pads to be acbudgad tag before) 
j K ievanbiSDKaptt 


fWttm 8 , M. (MmM aai Mth nSS» 

■aMjjaatgg'g’i.tt 

• ^^ Hsee shh 


KapH 

Medan lAI 
Doahi 
AMD 
shaim. 


Bsrsr*®®*''*® 


(5 min 7 bafts Perfectly pilched inswmger beat the 
batsman after he had snuffled a bit to be plumb leg 
before) 

K f^tetcherctGrmanibShastrt 2S 

(IIS n^ 72 bans, 2 x 4 In trying to sweep gave a 
catch to the 'fcaapar pn tne lag side) 

I BothamcMadanUiibposhr 56 

(130 min, 06 bilta 1 x 6 8 x 4 Batsman lifted the boll 
lo deep md-off where the tteidsr dhrad to his nght to 
take e eupeib catch) 

M Gatiingibwb Kapil 28 

(50 min 53 baRc 8x4 Batsman shuffled across but 
was beaten by a baR that came sharply to trap him lag 
befor^ 

G R Oitleye Gavaskar bShastn 5? 

1166 mm 123 balls 5x4 Batsman hoisted the ball to 
long off where Gavaskar running in fudged a good 
catch) 

R Taylor c Kapil bDoshi 33 

(103mm 71 balls 4x4 tnirymgtohittheballmthe 
stands tha brtaman was unsuccessful and was caught 
on tha loog'On fence) 

D Undenraod not out 2 

(6 mm 4 balls) 

EMfes(Hy2 nb 3) 5 

TOTAL 400 

FALL OF JMCIffTS 

1'88 (Boycott Gooch no 51} 2/96 (Gooch Tavareno t) 3180 
(Tavara, Gower IW> 62) 4181 (Lever Gower n o 62) 5 223 
(Qbiiiiat, Pfeieher no 21) 6/230 (Fletcher Botham no 3) 7/286 
(Getting, Botham no 20). 8/324 (Botham Dilley no 11) 9/393 
(Taylor, 0^ n o 47) 


40-3 136-3 
24 7-46-1 
39 15-83-2 
12 1-47-0 
43-14*83-4 


KKA 8Mlam sni 188Rt h MIH Hit) 


^ QayaikarcandbUiidarwead 

1^88 mm 476 bate 21x4 (The baiaman was 
deceived by a slower bail and did not gat to 6w pikm of 
(M ban and aawa e rwum catch) 

K BrttikantheGaaohb Botham 

(140 Mn, 67 bella. 8x4 The bataman mad to work tfw 

M (taim to 0w MM rwj^ 

law to the ^ 01 aaoond lip lor a low caioh) 

0 VengaaikarcTa^b Lever 
(200i(«rri38baHa 3x4 Tito batsman did not pul hk 
bat in Nns with the ban that oanw in the 
wickaitoeper dived to hia right to piok up tha catoh) 
13 Vtotiwanalh Ibw Levar 

^1 tnin, 12 baHa The bataman waa beaten by an 
Inewihger while moving beck and acroea to be r^pad 
on the pads tor a plumb lag betora) 

R Shaanm Ibw Levar 

(17 mm 13 balk Tha batsman waa hit on the left pad 
wNk playing forward dafanaiva lo a ball that straight* 
aned up after swmging m Having fSKad to have made 
opntaot he was aquaged leg before) 

Sandaep Fatal Ibw Levar 

(33 mto .21 balk, 3x4 Tha bataman triad to turn an 
mmk^r to square leg mlaaed the ball and waa hit on 

Mfi Aiadc /ktcher b Underwood 

R nm, 57baHs 3x4 The batsman playaddefensive 
ard but failed to keep the ball down and gave a 
catch to sHly mid off) 

KiMt Dev c Taylor b Lever 

(96 mm 59 balls lx6 10x4 Slashing at a ball 

leavmg hbn outside tha offstumpihe baiaman gave a 

aimple catch to toe wicketkeeper 

S M H. Kfrmanl Ibw Botham 

(73 mm, 31 balk TIw bataman rrrisaad the Una of an 


MadanLalnotoul 7 

S ) min, 18 balk, 1x4) 

ip Doahi e Boycott bUndsnwood 0 

(4 min 4 baki The batsman attempted to lift the 
bowlw over tha lop but wm caught at mkf on)E)(tras 
(b--2 Ib~l4. nb—9, w-3) 28 

TOTAL 428 

717 mto 150 overs 
fkn at wtekks 

1/102 (Srikkanlh Gavaskar no 31), 2/195 (Vangaarkar, Qavaakv 
no 76), 3/208 (Vkhwanath Qavaakar no 64] 4/214 (Shaatrf, 
Gavaskar no 89) 5/242 (Patil. Qavaakar n o 99) 6/264 (Kirta Aiad, 
Qavaakar no 116) 7/376 (Kapil Gavaskar no 143), 8/412 
(Kirmani Gavaskar no 163) 9/426 (Qsvnkar MadanLkno 7) 


47-9-137-2 
F4-4 75-0 
36-9-100-5 
43-21-88-3 


Botham 

DUky 

Levar 

Undenwood 
PATTERN OF iCORHH 


Feet hour 37 runs 14 ovars total 37 O second hour 47 oms 15 ovais 
lotalk^ ffwd hour 19 runs 16 overs total 103 2 fourth hour 27 rum 
T4 bvera total 130i/2 frfin hour 47 runs 19 overs total 177 2 
Last 23 minuiea 4 runs 33 overs total 181 4 


SO runs 77 mm 164 overs 100 nira 13S mm 29 2 overs, 
ISO runs 241 mm S31 overs, 189 runs 3^ min 712 overs, 
200 runs 348 mm 78 4 overs, 250 rum 434 mm 92 3 overs 
300 rum 519 mm 110 3 overs, 360 runs 570 mm 121 3 overs, 
400 rum 639 mm 1344 overs, 428 rum 717 min 150 overt, 

laaiiBaiki 

Tmtor took hk hundredth catch during India a Into innings and 
OtwaiBkar scored the higheto by smyom m an indie—England Test 
fnalBhtoBar)galoramaamgkmnfingawhenhemadei72 Oettokof 
hk tnmnga are 

50 m 212 Din , 140 bate, 6x4 
TOO m mm.. 280 balk, 12 x 4 

> ISO m BIB mm. 402 bafta, 18 x 4 


Firto 34 iws 12 3 overs total 215 4 second hour 24 tuns 13 
otaftototol23616; Bind hour 52 rum 17 oven tolal 291 7 fourth hour 
BHMsISeverstoltoBS^ ftflh hour 43 rum 14 oven total 375/8 
leig RM hour 25 rum T overs total 400 
' aO r^M 104 overs m 86 min 100 rum off 441 ovels m 180 
nib, tSQTum totOKBcvers in 261 mm ado runs off 684ovefs m 
Bfiiilm BflOhffkPff 113oversm452mm,300runsoB 126 

380 nwu off 145 4 overs m 600 mm 400 runs m 1B7B 
{MikaVfKSlRm 




-OjA. Gooch HwiKap# V ‘ ■ i 'i.' 

miR. 60 belli, 7x4.'Batinm went attoMytowaiti 

Wfn wNROli Uf mn imWWIQw WlO wpB OtCVrW Wf 

^..Jtv) 

G..6oyQ0|lb0o9hi *50 

1 infn.> 165 balis, 5*4. The bell turned ihe((My to hit ' 

off etuiro) 

;Ttt^e Patti bShistri -St 

9 min, 71 balls, 5x4. Batsman tiled to hil to mid 
'..wicket, mistimed the shot and gave a catch to extra 

.'^liSowernotout 3ff 

min, 87 balls, 5x4) ■ 

few R Fletcher not out .12 

mm, 32 ballB, 3x4) ' ' ' 

fii!ae(#>-6.nt>-l) ' 

.WM. i74ferowwdeci. 

min., 66 overs) 

'‘MK.il elsMi 

‘iW (Gooch, Boycott n.o. 14) 2/105 (Tavars, Boycott n.o. 27) 3/1SZ' 
atycott, Gower n.o. 2) 

12-2^1 
21-6-37-1 
• 12-3-36-0 

iMilel 4-2-14H) 

-'aiiMn 20-7-31-1 

MlfEIW OF KOMIIB 

’.'VSOfuna m 47 mm off 10.4 owrs, 100 nine in 147 mm off 37,4 overs, 
'{960 tuna m 218 min off 57.4 Overs. 


iMilef 



rile first day, to cause an »uly closure- 

T iGB wicket on the third day, wfak)t 
was actually the fovirth oay^—rite 
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and Madan made tm bait seam. I must 
admit that on the rest day I was quiu 
hopeful that we might be able to make' 
some inroads into the Indian batting. 
But as it turned out the'wicket was 
absolutely- flat. We were a Btde bit 
unfortunate, nathiog to do with any 
fault of nnyone bat there is a lot w 
luck with what sort of baH you get. We 
were a bit imiucky that the ball we had 
on the third day was a litrie-soft. ft. 
went out of shape pretty qinck. Unlike. 
the ball we had on tite foufrii day 
which was a supmr ball. Even at tha 
end of the fourth day this baB was still 
in good riupe after some bOLovers. It is. 







































































































































wind helhped both the bowlers. Lever 
bowls left arm inswing and Botham 
bowls outswin^ers usually. The wind 
was thus helpmg the ball to deviate 
that little bit more. 

Once again Derek Underwood 
bowled fainy well. Also, we had a few 
problems with Graham Dilley. He’s 
bad a badly bruised heel which, in 
fact, allowed me to bowl him for just 
12 overs on the third day. I couldn’t 
.nsk aggravating this injury to Graham 
because I had just four bowlers in this 
Test. This bruised heel has been 
mused because of the feet beating 
iown on the hard grounds that one 
finds in India. We have taken note of 
:his and from now on Graham shall use 
leel pads. Now and then, all fast 
oowlers suffer from this kind of ail- 
nent. 

B ut on the fourth day. I’m afraid, he 
just had to bowl because Lever and 
Botham had bowled for nearly two and 
a half hours each. I had no alternative 
and had to use him Oilley had to put 
in some work. But what pleased me 
was that Graham bowled well Our 
rause was well served by John Lever 
who picked up some eaily wickets in 
the morning session But Gavaskar 
survived and played well He obvious¬ 
ly had a bit of luck. Eveiybudy and 
anybody needs some luck when he is 
batting. He battled away and didn’t 
mind if he was beaten outside the otf 
stump. He just earned on playing 
India got a real bonus when Kapil 
Dev came in the late afternoon He 
actually played well He put bat fur 
oall and as long as he was theie it 
looked like India could have had a 
lead of 40 runs on the fourth day itself 
This would not have been good for us 
Luckily we managed to get him out, 
:hanks to Lever Kapil was going well 
ind his dismissal was a stroke of 
fortuhe for us. Because by that time 
we were really tired and he was going 
;reat guns He could easily have taken 
50 or 60 runs without any effort That 
IS how well he was playing. 

Regarding my dismissal on the 
second afternoon when I tapped the 
wicket after being given out, it is a 
:losed chapter now It was done in the 
leat of the moment It is all over and 
done with It is not the done thing to 
show dissent and this was the reason 
why I apologised to the Indian Board. 

T his morning I was very pleased 
that we got India out for just 
another 20 runs. To be honest I was a 
little bit disturbed when Kapil Oev 
was batting on the fourth day and 
:hought that India might get a lead of 
120 or 130 and make it quite difficult 
for us on the last afternoon But lucki- 
iy we got him out. 

On the fifth morning we were for- 
.unate to get Kirmani out No doubt 
hose runs were not easily had on the 
Inal day. I’m not disappointed with 
he way we played this match. I think 
hat had the ivicket stayed on the last 
:wo days like it was on the first two 
lays then we would have stood a very 
tood ebnee of winning this match. 


Because on the first two days it sea¬ 
med around quite a bit. The rest day, 
coming after two days, helped India to 
some extent 

Gavaskar played veiy well for his 
side. I’m pleased he did not dominate 
any more. Had he gone for his strokes 
a little bit earlier, India could have put 
us under a lot of pressure. I’m pleased 
that he had virtually settled for a draw 
once they got to 400.1 was concerned 
when, at one stage, India were 195 for 
one on the third day. If Gavaskar had 
gone for his shots on the fourth day I 
could see for myself that the fifth day 
was going to be very difficult for us. 
But thankfully, they did not and they 
played into our hands a little bit. 

We played better in the second Test 
than we did in the first. We are getting 
used to Indian conditions so that by 
the time the fourth, fifth and sixth 
Tests come along we shall get better 
and better. I’m pleased with the boys. 

Bob Willis has virtually recovered 
now and will play in Delhi. Everybody 
is fit and raring to go 1 think I shall 
have a rest from the game against 
North Zone and this is something new 


for me. John Lever bowled very waU in f: 
this Test. We’ll have a look at the 
wicket in the Delhi Test and see if H' 
has any bounce and then decide 
whether or not we’ll play John or 
whether Dilley will be more suited. 
But this can only be worked out oathe 
morning'of the match. Eventually we 
will be selecting the side for the Test 
only on that day itself. 

On the fourth morning when the ball 
actually swung we had India in aU 
sorts of problems. Our strength lies in 
our seamers. John Lever swung the 
ball effectively and Botham bowled 
superbly. In fact, Ian was a little 
unlucky. We could have bowled India 
out under two hours under those con¬ 
ditions when the ball was moving. So 1 
think India’s got one or two problems 
to think about. We had a few things to 
think about after the Bombay Test. It’s 
like I said, we’re just improving 

In Delhi usually the wicket helps the 
seamers. So we are going into it with a 
lot more confidence In tact, a lot more 
than we came into this Test with. Tliis 
Test match has been a confidence 
booster for us. 
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We were superror 

SUNIL GAVASKAR 


1st day TT would have been a 

.—~ toss to win as 

the wicket looked full I 

1 1^ W of runs There wasn’t 
W I ' much that was happen- 
■ I ing on the wicket 
W wJ There was a bit of 
bounce when Kapil was 
bowling from the Pavilion End. Earlier 
even when Madan Lai was bowling 
from the same end the bounce was 
there all right 

Kapil bow'led extremely well He 
beat Graham Gooch and Boycott out¬ 
side the off stump But 1 hope this does 
not lead people to think that these 
batsmen are weak outside the otf 
stump, because playing and missing 
outside that aiea is something which 
eveiv batsman does. Unfortunately, 
we seem to jump to conclusions that as 
soon as one plavs and misses outside 
the off stump or is caught behind that 
he IS weak in that region There are so 
many wavs in which the batsmen can 
gel out. And one of them is to be 
caught by the wicketkeeper or in the 
slips This does not indicate any weak¬ 
ness on the part of the batsmen 
Gooch looked in better touch than 
he has been so far on the tour 
Obviously, the hundred he got in the 
ihatch at Hyderabad against South 
Zone has given him a world ol confi¬ 
dence He played cautiously but with¬ 
out missing out on the balls to scoie 
runs off Boycott as usual was the 
graftei 

He scored in ones and twos and 
when the odd bad ball came along he 
hit It to the boundary He played 
exactly that type of a game and at 
lunch England were H4 without loss 
That was a good start Gooch was one 
short of his halt century and Boycott 
was not veiy many behind 

At lunch lime Kapil came up to me 
and said that in all the Test matches 
that he had played tor India theie had 
nevei been a century opening pait- 
nership legistered against us and he 
intended to see that this record wasn't 
broken, at least in this Test He was as 
good as his word because the first over 
he bowled after lunch was against the 
wind and then I switched him over to 
the Pavilion End which was the direc¬ 
tion from where the wind was blowing 
and he immediately had Boycott snick¬ 
ing into the slips It was a beautiful 
delivery pitched on the off and middle 
stump and left Boycott a little bit and 
the batsman was good enough to get 
an edge Nine out of ten batsmen 
would not have survived that delivery 
Full credit to Kapil for it He bowled 
well after that, with a renewed heart 
and unchanged for an hour and was 
riuublmg both Tavare and Gooch By 
now Gooch had got his 50. 

Ravi Shastri came on at the other 


end and he got Gooch out to a short- < 
pitched delivery which the batsman 
pulled straight to midwicket. It wasn't 
a hall that deserved a wicket but this 
is what the game is all about You can 
bowl a good delivery without getting a 
wicket and then yet bowl a delivery 
which IS not too good and still end up 
getting one 

Tavare was then joined by Gower 
Our bowlers did extremely well to 
contain them and England managed 
just 50 runs in the two-hour .session 
after lunch Gower was careful and 
ohviouslv, since he did not have a 
successful Test at Bombay and was 
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keen to get a big score Tavare, as 
usual, just his front foot down the 
wicker and if the ball came in it hit his 
pad which was the line of defence. 

Gower, meanwhile, after tea started 
playing some wonderful shots particu¬ 
larly off Ooshi He played a few ele¬ 
gant cover drives off Madan and he 
was onto his fifty—it was a good in¬ 
nings and it was the kind of knock 
England expected from him 

With half an hour to go before the 
end of the day’s play I took the new 
ball because 1 knew that there were 
not going to be too many overs bowled 
as the shadows from one of the stands 
dropped right upon the middle of the 
wicket We would not be able to gel 
more than four overs with the new ball 
and this was what 1 wanted because 
Kapil had bowled a long spell eailiei 
and was a bit stiff. This wav we could 
have the new ball the next day and 
Kapil would he fresh too. 

Madan obliged with a wicket in his 
very first over when he got Chris 
Tavaie leg-before with a ball that 
nipped back and kept low and in the 
following over Kapil got iid of night- 
watchman Lever, leg-betore One ball 
later, Fletcher was almost nut in the 
same way when going off the back 
foot. 

All in all, I think it was a good outing 
fur India alter having lost the toss and 
especially after the opening part 
ncrship between Boycott and Gooch 
The fielding was tight The bowling m 
the beginning was coniaining in na- 
tuie than oft an attacking one But on 
a wicket like this we realised we i ould | 
I not attack too much because then we 
I would be giving awav too many runs 
With four wickets down and the new 
man Fletcher in and Kapil and Madan 
fresh we hoped to finish the English 
innings next morning as quickly as 
possible 

2nd dav ball 

^ — the new batsman was 

t iL. § Keith Fletcher. But 

9 I Kapil tried too hard, i 
a I think, and thus bowled 
a I JU!>t a little outside the 
off stump without mak¬ 
ing the batsmen play as much as he 
should have At the other end Madan 
moved the ball appreciably and made 
Gower play and miss a few tunes 
outside the off stump But that's the 
luck of the game We all, and of course 
Madan himself felt disappointed that 
he hadn’t got a wicket. 

After almost an hour of bowluig with 
the new ball, just before the drinks 
interval, I brou^t Shastn in. Ravi 
responded quickly by getting Gower 
leg before with a ball that turned in. 
The batsman was neither forward nor 
back and there was no doubt about 











'OaUng tm off Ktpil D»v 

that dismissal Isailier on also in the 
ptevimis (ivei a ball from Shastri had 
turned, hut that time Gower was lucky 
tii'havt ^ot his bat down in the nick of 
iitiK and It hit him on the pad But this 
time the iiirii beat Gowei completely 
Men.tier w.is out after that, when he 
tried to sweep Shasiti and fiom the 
inside <>d)4e oi Ins bat wicketkeepet 
Kit mam took a brilliant catch Keith 
didn t seem happy with the decision, 
but then our side of the story was that 
Met! liei w as out '1 here at e always two 
sub-s of .1 stoi\ and obviously both 
sides have diileient versions 

Iheiealtei. il was Gatling and 
Botham and thev played veiv well 
Gaitiiii; (.111 and pulled well I.m as 
usual was always looking foi inns, 
though he was iiioie restianted than he 
IS ii'iifoallv Kapil was biiiu|;ht hark 
<UVin .itlei liini li lie siiiick in his very 
tiis! list I bv lieltitiK Gaiiiii|> loK betote 
wiih a b.ill iliai < aitu* in 

[■■lies I'liiK d Bolhatii and bolh of 
them wcie i<laMiif< veiv well Botham, 
III lai 1. was now opening his shoulders 
and I'lviiin the liali iiimiitv whacks as 
he Iites f(i Oil# (,vei fiotn Shastii 
piiived ;->iftiv ( spensise when Botham 
I ill kid him into the stands over the 
nnd wiikci and lollowed it up liy dnv- 
iiip, ilie nest one tor lour Botham is 
*(iih a MI out; man that even it he 
inside t>di;i». .i hall, as he did to Shastri 
on <1 iiiiiple ol oii.isions, the hall fioes 
'ti.iiliht to the mid wicket hmindarv. 

Boihani wai nut lin.illv to a brilliant 
L.itcb taken bi Vladan l.al oit Doshi In' 
tai I, It was ilie tost ball of Do.shi. who 
leplaLed Sliastii. ih.ii |>ot Botham, and 
Mad.Ill lined foiwaid ti' his ri^ht to 
taki lilt' ImI 2 oiiIv inches above the 
f:iuoiul it W.IS a leallv itu'cit catch 
heiaiise 1 know how dill mill it is to 
si^lu ihe ball and distini^uish it fioin 
theciow'dsespecialls in Baiift.ilnre and 
Gakutta These aie the two places 
where if voii stand away Irom the 
sitilitscieeii. It IS veiv diffiiult to ful 
low' the tliKht of ihe hall .Many a latch 
IS missed because the fieldei is a bit 


too slow to judge the position of the 
ball as It gets lost against the back¬ 
ground. Madan also picked up the 
flight late, but made up for it by diving 
furwaid and coming up with a superla¬ 
tive catch Botham at this stage, was 
looking dangeioiis He was just past 
his 'iO and obviously wanted to smack 
the bowling aiound 

Gialiam Dilley was foitunale 
enough not to be given out, off Dilip 
Doshi—the first thing pool Vengsar- 
kar iriuched in the whole match and 
held on to and Dilley made the most of 
It along with Tavlur by adding valu 
able tuns to his team’s score. 

1 was sui prised that Fletcher didn’t 

Boyoon c Qavaskar b Shatin 
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t^pclarn at that ftage bacaiue it itreiild 
Bare given him 20 minutes to have a 
crack at us. He had 370 odd runs in the 
bag and only 30 more runs were added 
till the end of the days play by his 
batsmen. And, had 1 been in his posi¬ 
tion 1 would have gone in for a bid to 
grab one or two wickets at the expense 
m those 30 runs. But then, I suppose 
time will tell if Fletcher was n^t or 
not. 

With a score of 400 to chase, it is 
going to be an uphiU task, though, of 
course, we have the batting to do it 
llie wicket is not doing anything. The 
odd Iwll IS turning but not appreci¬ 
ably. There are very few alarms in the 
wicket. Fortunately for us, tomorrow is 
a rest day So, after having fielded for 
two days we can recharge our batter¬ 
ies. 

Srddav TUST one wicket 
. . I down at the end of 

/L^ day’.s. play is a 

n n .tremendous achieve- 
I V I ment considering our 

I ■ I batting failures in the 

M H U first Test at Bombay. 

All the batsmen in our 
side are determined to make the best 
of this flat wicket at Bangalore and trv 
and get as many runs as possible 
England has shown by scoring 400 runs 
in the fust innings that there is very 
little in the wicket and 1 am sure nur 
batsmen will not miss this opportunity 

Sriickanth started very well and he 
has got a good eye and he played his 
shots without any pressure on himself 
Obviously there was pressure on him 
after he had not done particularly well 
in the last few matches he had played 
against the tourists. But the way he 
played his shots was a delight to watch 
at the other end and by getting into his 
stride straightaway and hitting the 
England opening bowlers he took 
away the initiative from them, and 
straightaway we were running away to 
a gi^d start 

With a batsman like this there is 
always this danger that he might get a 
bit adventurous and that is what I kept 
cautioning him about But 1 never 
asked him to curb his shuts You 
cannot tell a player like him to curb 
his shots, all you can go down and 
advise him is to keep concentrating 
and that is it I think at one stage the 
crowd thought that 1 was telling him to 
restrain himself but that was not the 
case. I just went up and told him that 
he was doing a great job and he should 
keep going. And that is what he did 
Only after lunch did he play a poor 
looking shot outside the off stump to 
Botham and was caught in the second 
slip If he had stuck around longer 1 
am sure the crowd would have had a 
more exciting day What an entertain¬ 
ing innings it was for the crowd. He 
kept them on their feet all the time. 
Snkkanth played shots all around the 
wicket and 1 think, the shot that stood 
out was the flat hook he played to¬ 
wards the square leg umpire off 
Botham for four. He played a couple of 
uppish hooks and the captain of the 
English team had two fielders, one on 



die deep equere bouaderv and die 
other on the deep fine leg boundar:^ 
but Srikkenth. diereafter, did not 
hook and that is the hallmark of some¬ 
body learning and maturing fast. 

Dilip Vengsarkar came in and found 
himself being confronted by Under¬ 
wood bowling at his tightest and not 
giving away anything at all. Earlier on, 
when Underwood was fresher he was 
bowling really well. He managed to 
turn the odd ball. I think that just 
three or four balls really turned from 
him in the entire day but he just kept 
on pegging it on the leg and DUip 
surrounded by two fielders in front on 
the off side was a little constrained in 
his shot making. The crowd was not 
impressed and they made their feel¬ 
ing very clear. But one must under¬ 
stand we were chasing 400 runs and it 
would have been foolish if a couple of 
wickets had fallen in trying to force 
and pace because it would have un¬ 
done the work of the opening batsmen. 
We all know that after having to chase 
a target of 400 a result In our favour is 
going to be very difficult, although 
nothing is impossible in cricket and 
the obvious thing was to stay at the 
wicket as long as possible and try to 
get as many runs 

Dilip opened out after tea He play¬ 
ed some good shots A cover drive off 
Underwood for tour was very nicely 
timed and also shots through the cov¬ 
ers off Lever and Botham each. He had 
got over the uncertain period of the 
afternoon when he had come into bat. 

As far as I am concerned I have not 
had a lengthy innings in Test cricket 
for a long time. I was pleased with my 
effort even though 1 have not got too 
many runs but then the over-rate has 
not been exactly electrifying either It 
has been a very slow over-rate with the 
bowlers tending to hurl the ball out¬ 
side the off stump and we are now 
prepared to play the waiting game 
having to chase a big total and are not 
fishing outside the off stump. As a 
whole, 1 thought it was a good day for 
us losing only one wicket and keeping 
England on the field the whole day 
and probably we would like to do that 
tomorrow again so as to get a psycholo¬ 
gical advantage over them, being 
already one up in the senes. 

The wicket looked good The bounce 
has more or less gone but so far there 
is no turn, though Underwood man¬ 
aged to turn three deliveries in the 
long spell he bowled. I know the crowd 
did not get any excitement except in 
the pre-lunch Mssion when Srikkanth 
was at the crease. But this is a Test 
matdi and we are playing against 
rofessional England bowlers and 1 
now that their game is if they cannot 
get wickets they will keep it tight and 
try and see if we lose our patience and 
get us out that way. There are still five 
more Tests to go and obviously we 
would not like to throw away the good 
work our bowlers have done in the 
first Test. I hope the crowd under¬ 
stands that the ratsmen do not want to 
undo what the bowlers achieved for 14 s. 


'IHSUfii Bgaui wsw a 
iday whenthe bow- 
' lers had to toil for their 
wickets. There wasn’t 
much in the wicket and 
England’s only ho^ of 
breaking through our 
batting was the new 
ball. Lever did just that after getting 
the new ball. He got nd of Vengsarkar 
with the second delivery. Dilip played 
inside to the line to a ball which left 
him and Taylor took the catch behind 
the wicket. Dilip was looking good and 
was hoping for a big score. I too 
wanted him to be there to negotiate 
the new ball since he is also an open¬ 
ing batsman. _ 

This way, both Dilip and 1 being 
opening batsmen, could deal with the 
new ball so that the stroke-players in 
the side like Sandeep Patil, Kirti Azad, 
and Kapil Dev could play their shots 
Unfortunately, that was not to be. 
After Dilip fell, Shastri was promoted 
in the order because he is a batsman 
who plays straight and down the line. 
Also, I felt Sandeep would be better 
off if he came down the order after the 
ball had become a little old. In Austra¬ 
lia and New Zealand, Sandeep had got 
runs for India at number six so I felt 
that I must 1 evert him to his original 
number Even he was happy to play at 
that number. 

Unfortunately,* Shastri* got out to 
SnMcanlh hooka OOay 


Uiver, a aecision sor woitn wciiHiiiw , 
the benefit of the doubt coiud 
been given to the batnnan. But ihd 
umpire is the best judge. Sandeep Itad ' 
to come in while the ball was fahly ^ 
new. Patil started off well on driving-. 
Lever for four runs. He went on to-fday, 1 
some good shots to Botham. But oM 
got the impression that Sandeep is oat \ 
as fluent as he would like to be.. 
Sandeep was also a victim to a deci-^ : 
Sion for which the benefit of the doubt ^ 
should have gone to the batsman:.,v 
Standing at the non-striking end, 1 got 
the impression that the ball was pitch¬ 
ed outside the leg-stump before it 
straightened up. In any case, Sandeep 
should realise that until he is !>0 ur 60 
he should play straight down the line 
instead of trying to flick to mid-wicket 
and square-leg and today he paid the 
penalty for 11 

Before that Vishwanath as well fell 
to Lever leg before He went back and 
the ball rapped him on the pad and 
there was no question about tins deci¬ 
sion Vishv was plump and he should 
have played forward beiause there 
wasn’t much bounce on the wicket but 
Vishy IS basically a back tool player 
and It IS unfortunate that he got a good 
delivery $0 early in his innings The 
Bangalore crowd was disappointed be¬ 
cause he IS their Icxral hero and did nut 

g et runs But this was compensated by 
Lapil Dev. 
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HynXEBItEAlUJEV, 

Mk«r, tony L^Wiv* lt,li 
Jaitimha, Lala Attwroatk Imkill 
Patel, Ian Bochaia. Knpfl Im, am 
Ktrmani and Chaadraihdlfabat. toif 
is not an intemadoa*! cmket 
1 know it seems a properly ttatMAM' 
side and tus a man far e«as;y 
ciatisi position in a cridcat tfam. 
But the truth is that aH thaiaaHl&^ 
lemen were reportim tha^Bwiaa- 
lore Test for the mecGw;^ Ot tmakt' 
the big question was la Ad 
above players took imi Hw wlio 
would lead the side. As meoy as 
five of them have captaioad mdbr 
countries in Test cricket. 

B oth the teams were staying at 
the West End hotel m Bangn* 
lore. I'he hotel had put up a mg 
white banner at the entrance, 
which said “We have got both the 
teams on our side of the wicket". 

Ai either end were the flags of 
India and England. The Union Jack . 
was just the way it should be. The 
Indian flag was minus the Asfabka . 
Chakra in ihe centre 

B efore the Bangalore Test be'. 

gan, Ian Botham reached the, 
milestone of 2000 runs and '1100 
wickets in Tests. It took Bethiun 42 
Test matches to reach iJhe all> 
rounder’s ‘double double’. Tike ex¬ 
act number to Ian’s credit was 211 
wickets and 2013 runs at the end of 
the Bombay Test. 

How does It feel? The strongly- 
built Botham replied "1 have’iit 
given It a thought It was only when, 
someone told me about it that I 
became aware of it”. 

That this was only the third inst¬ 
ance of a cricketer reaching the 
all-rounder's 'double’ in the history 
of the game pioves the stupendous 
effort required to cross this ndles- 
tone Ca^ Sobers and Richie Be- 
naiid are the other two to have 
achieved this feat. So Ian Botham is 
In good company. 

Botham, who made his Test debut 
against the Australians, who toured 
England in 1977, has, on more than 
one occasion, proved a one-man- 
team. lie has been single-handedly 
responsible tor quite a few English 
victories The Indians should know. 
In the Jubilee Test at Bombay, he 
had 13 wickets and a century to 
boor as he helped Engtand trounce 
India, But, of course, his individual 
effort in bowling was the ei^t 
wickets he snapped against Pakis¬ 
tan at Lord’s m 1977. His highest 
score as a bauraan is 149 oM ont 
against Australia in the last series 
in England. It was one of the meny 
efforts by Botham that helped hM 
team to win the series after losing 
the first Test. 



lemmceHotlM 
Whaa asked iMMrtiA* . , 
to M wiiii rt id rud ..iijMit. 


*TH} Gftndaiqia 
A- the credit of 
die in 73 Test nui 
This speaks votomilf 
waneHi’s consistency aw 
fitness. Hording hss ebr- 
lot of people may raise . 
but the Mint is that that 
Visby is basically an ar^.iwd.gg 
capable of playing his 'best WNlyh* 
the ehipt are down. WhenMew Sp’, 
dia has won on difficult widthtS 
Vidiwaneth has invariabW scoved. 

In Teat cricket Vishwanath 
stands second in the matter eC Teat 
appearances without, a bretdt. He 
has j'ust overtaken Ian Cban?eB 
who had 71 consecutive amiear- 
ances. Oidy Gary Saben with 85 is 
ahead of him. 

When asked to comment <m this, 
Vishwana^, the most technicaUv 
correct InUsman kilndiaekpliiBeo- 
"1 think my 73 consecHtivA-ap|iearv. 
SQces for the counny, to be mmest, 
has- more to do wini the fact that 
these .years we are tdaying as mnny 
as 13 to 17 Tests in a year. Eartter'. 
on there were tmts .adten critlta- 
ters okayed onle series in two 
years.* 

Vishwanath, who made kis debut 
uainst Australia at Kanpmr in the 
1969-7U series and has soared: over 
; Spoo runs, says “As for myiphyalcai 
fitness, I don’t really' do aigrthing 
jpecial, Let’s say 1 have been very 
'lucky to be iniury-free.- 

IIIJT while Vishwanadi Iws'lN^ 
Jualocky, his team-mate atyed Ksr- 
mani. hgt not been. The Bwgglore 
Test was Khrmani’s SOth TW Cor' 
India. $aid a beaming, baid-hnded, 
Kiri “{t’s^ray golden jidiilee. I am 
proud.of it. Fortunately, I rewAed 
this figure in my hoiiietawii>»Bang^ 
alore." 

Kirmani, who is • pkluM of fit¬ 
ness and efficiency, iwHiU-.elso' 
have had a string of ebdUnWbus 
Test appearances had k.Iidt-bMn. 
for the Indian select«hi. 
wisely dropped him frmp'tM team 
that toured baland in Jt28. sup- 

fbsir inafeh es 


,_^'odPaulAllotblba 

acaras: Smbucc^ aad Gooch bam 
Boduoa and CoA. Lever and Alldtc 
pfaged betssean AcniaolvaB. But, 
Irpm all accoui»s,'oM odieves that 
dm AVbn e&mwd the golf dior' 
and it ssnryed as a g^ 




wkhata.’’: ■ 


i' **■**■> Vesv 

smaWtoataR 
' benmd tha 
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0^IIL tiAMSKAa/$ marathon. 

' Ol72 is rite sixdi fajjrimst score by 
■as. Xndtaa agaiaat englaod. But 
envaskar naeff not wmrnr. Bis 221 
-at The Oval in 19^ it trill riie 
la|hest score for an hsAuu, . . 
. The others trim are in dw bracket 
ate Pataudi (203 not outh ^^idhl . 
Kunderan Vljay M^iAar 
(189) «iui Vinoo lumcOd (184). 

However, due [tUns k. esctiA - 
IJsvaskar^ mpk knock: or a Bttm 
U^ 12 ie,l^ kmmW hb; 

pla^^an |ndmit.|9^ 
iihA out Suniiwatcovdy aOiMtrt-.- 
"dhirincdon of bAg-tho'eWlwUan' 
M carryhk NtdkranW thelm^^ 
It .was Sutdlk 2m cSttkaryjla Tssc. 
cricket, two dien of the niihiber 
scored by Cary Bobers in 93 Tests 
and five less uum dHse spaced fay 
l>oDa)d)tradmaaiii521BMtt.G«rsa . 
Imr has played 71 'Ibeq^.'to due.; 

‘ SuniFs ediiavcBieac ia aH 
mpre awpaamrbscaMe lot Oe eg- 
dM duratSoit of {he Tesi jssatch' 
-MS off dm fMd Car ^.fodli''i 
tfraries. Bnutd ftqidaiH.lMita 
Gavaskar was -oai m CUU. 

India’s hwhtgs Oyvasksr < 
oqtandDiltoJMlaM.. 
fonr delhmrias. md wh 
dm Held when S^ugmdJ 
secMd tbne tflltheSaNfi 

Cmnnwoting ep'i. ,_ 

said, "SoasebDW'J dhtT'liil 
ddng. Thore ttMndbtgipjMl 
doti. in agile of dm fmqiMj 
baen an tha BaW. Cm.' 

FbOowad n nmiko ^ 
mwfc *AfBoui|y^^iwmi_, 
to "WfW Hw 
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IPS^ 


Gower dnves 

Kirn Aiad fi-ll to Underwood, a 
deiision which neither satisfied Kirti 
nor me Once again, the umpiies’ deci¬ 
sion should he accepted and one 
shouldn't say much But, however, the 
careers of Test cricketers are made 
and desttoyed by umpiring errors and 
obviously good umpiring should be 
there. One cannot escape this fact. I'm 
not saying that the umpiring was not 
good but the mistakes that thev made 
were not helpful to the player con¬ 
cerned 

Kapil Dev came and started playing 
shots straightaway He was into his 
stride and hooking Botham and Dilley 
and cutting and driving Undeiwood as 
if he was in the nets. In the middle ot it 
all, he would come down in the middle 
and have a chat Like yesterday I was 
telling him to play his game except 
that he should not try to flick the ball 
off his legs He was free to drive oi 
lock the ball the way he wanted 
Players like Kapil, Kirii, Sandeep and 
Srikkanth you cannot restrain. All you 
can do is go up there and advise them 
not to get carried away because 1 know 
that in a Test match situation, after 
you hit a four, the crowd gets excited 
and they start cheering- And you find 


that m much lass,-Oae ahnuld iiav* • 
good hard look at the ovar rate. I4^be 
It’s time for the International Criwet 
Conference to set some sort of 
penalty for all these tmngs because it’s 
now getting to a stage where more of 
the countries, when they find things 
are not going their way, they slow 
dowri the pace of the game by bowling 
lesser number of overs. So ihe lesser 
number of balls bowled, the lesser 
number of runs that are senred in a 
day's play 

I had tne unusual and unfortunate 
experience of being garlanded and 
mobbed on 99 by the ovei enthusiastic 
spectators and it upset my rhythm tor 
quite some time because after that I 
found it quite difficult and hud to 
struggle for that one vital iim which 

f ot me my first hundred in Bangalore 
appreciate the fans’ desire to garland 
somelwdy who had done well but 
obviously they musi realise that they 




IS only after the hundred has been 
scored and not before What if I had 
got out at 99? Wouldn’t it have been 
premature? Wouldn’t ii ha>e been 
unfair to me and to the rusi ot the 
team because my concentration and 
rhythm was upset becaiisi- someboilv 
got a little over-enthusiasiu’'* Ihese 
are the points fans could do well to 
think about. As I said, I do appiei late 
their desiie to be with their heroes In 
a Test match, it is just that linlc bit of 
lapse of concentration that is the dit 
feiencc between a big store and a low 
score li Uioks like it's going to be ,i 
draw,There is just one dav left for the 
match to end If our bowlers gt i a few 
wickets quickly we will feel we have 
achieved much moie than a di.iw 


your adrenalin running that much fas 
ter and you try ant' repeat the shot 
Unfortunately, the ball is not theie tor 
the stroke and you pay the penally 
Kapil was good today He chose the 
right ball, he was looking to scrire as 
many as possible and he did not let the 
crowd 01 himselt down Though 
perhaps in a wav he did himself a little 
down because he should have got his 
hundred But certainly he did nut let 
the team down by his display In fact, 1 
was very pleased to be watching him 
at the other end What was inmlorting 
IS the wav he kept on coming to me 
and telling me not to play aggiessivelv 
like him and try and play in my normal 
way ,Su we have this exchange of ideas 
at the wicket and I'm suie perhaps 
Kapil also enioyed his batting a.s muc h 
as I did It was a pity he got out the 
wav he did tiying to square cut on the 
tiont foot and the hall bounced just a 
little bit and it took outside edge fur 
'iayloi to lake a comfortable catch 
Kirmani came in next and staved 
with me till the end of the day While 
we kni>c ked up the runs somebody said 
It was slow going As fai as I'm con¬ 
cerned the over rate was slow They 
scored their 400 in 158 overs, we got 


5th day As predicted, ihe lest | 

. ■■ - 7 - - match ended in a draw | 

/ There was no oihei wav 

1 ^ ■ the Bangalore Test 

W I could have finished A 

• I result wa.s out ol the 

■ BJ question as we also had 

taken ovei two davs to 
top their score Perhaps, the only other 
Intelest today was whethei I would go 
on and get my double century But tliai 
was not to be I offered a letuin catch i 
to Derek Underwood off a ball which j 
was flighted by him 1 did not get to i 
the pitch of the hall and I ended up 
giving him a simple ret III II catch 1 was j 
disappointed but then citdit must be 
given to Underwood beiaust' he 
bowled well right through ihe innings 
and mote than anything else, I think 
he deserved to get a wickc't 
When England baited I was very 
keen to see how much response our 
spinners would get out of the wicket 
because Underwcxid in the morning 
had managed to turn a few (lur spin- 
neis, in fac t, turned the ball mote than 
what Underwood had done There 
were times when our spinners beat the 
bat That was the extent to which our 
spinners were turning the ball 
OocR-h started off well He baited 
fluently, particularly when facing the 
pace bowlers though, of couise. Kapil 
Dev beat him outside the off stump a 
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For your record book 




14 4lltM««aMli 

nettnmi 


CALCUTTA hat nearty aliMya produoad aMbWng rmtmtcimibm»m\ei^llltpa and rndk. Cft Ilia ate TiMti pteyad bawtea n England and India id' 
OcaleiMta Inda hava won twice m 186142 and 187X^73, ioatonca in 1876-77 and did 


other three Teila have actdad In drawa 


VEM 

183344 

185142 

19614S 

1864 

1972-73 

1876-77 


Tl^ 

England 
feistend 
Jflda '' 
Iteha 
Mia 


mmrnnuaaLX 


Oiawn (England 408, 74; indte 917, SET) 

Mnen (England 342, <524 ilaei.;.lndla.344. 103-0) 

Indto won by 167 nine (EngM <12. SO; India 380. 252) 
Drawn (England 267, 145-2; India 241, 300-7 dad.) 

India won by 28 nme (England 174, 163. Imka 210. 155) 
England won by 10 wMe. (England 321. 164: 

India 165, 161) 


HKHtEmOTAU 


LOWEST TOTALS 


For England 
For India 


403 

350 


2nd Taal 1833-34 
4th Taat 196142 


For England 
For India 


163 

155 


2nd Taal 1972-73 
2nd Taal 1972-73 
2nd Test 1976-77 


107 

103 


M C 
A W 


C>>wdrey 

Greig 


ran ENOUMD (2) 

3rd Tear 
2nd Taal 


CENTURNS 


1864 129 

1976-77 115 


FOR IRDM (2) 


M L Jaieimha 
D G Phadkar 


3td last 
3rd TasI 


1864 

1951-52 


I wtcsm M Ml mimtes or io wicketi m * imti^ 

FOR EROUUID MR INDM 


5-24 

A W. Qraig 

2nd Teat 

1872-73 

5-47 

S. A 

Ounsni 

4th Test 

1961-62 

5—27 

ROD WHIls 

2nd Test 

1976-77 

5-63 

B S 

Bedi 

2rKl Tast 

1972-73 

6—67 

D Allen 

4lh Twi 

1961-62 

5-45 

B S 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

u 

1972 73 

5-73 

J Price 

3nl Test 

1864 

5-110 

B. S 

Beck 

2nd Test 

1976-77 


COMPILED BY VUAYAN BALA 


few times Boycott, as usual, was solid 
and keen to stay at the wicket as long 
as possible. Gooch was leg before 
when Kapil brought one back in and 
Gooch, who normally does not play too 
much foiward, was in front of the 
wicket Boycott was joined by Tavare 
and both of them were content to get 
their runs in ones and twos, although 
Tavare was far more aggressive today 
than his normal self He hit a few 
quick boundaries off the spinners In 
trying to turn Shasrri to mid wicket he 
was caught off the outside edge by 
Sandeep Patil at extra cover. 

Boycott got his fifty with two good 
boundaries, one a rut and the other an 
off drive He did not look like he was 
going to get out but in the next over 
Doshi beat him with a ball to knock 
back his off stump If Doshi bowls a 
few mure deliveries like this we should 
be on the winning trail Gower was 
content to wait for the runs and he and 
Fletcher played out time before Eng¬ 
land declared the innings closed so as 
not to play the last three overs. In 
situations like this there are no provi¬ 
sions for the game to be called off at 
the scheduled time in case the manda¬ 
tory overs are not completed and so 


Fletcher had to declare the innings 
closed 

All in all, I think it was a game 
where India had come out on top. 
Because remember, we had to chase 
400, and we were on the field for the 
better part of two days. Not only did 
we make that score but also overtook 
It. So I think morally we were better. 
Of course, the total England managed 
in this Test must have given them a lot 
of confidence. Our batting also needs 
to be sharper, our batsmen have got 
^themselves started and not gone on to 
bigger things Sandeep, Kirti and 
Vengsarkar have all got themselves in 
and then got out which is not being 
true to themselves and to the team and 
so let us hope these people will get 
going and score more in the Tests ru 
come. I for one am looking forward to 
Vishy, Sandeep and Kirti clicking be¬ 
cause there is no finer spectacle for 
the crowds to watch. Undoubtedly, 
Kapil will come down the order and 
bolster the batting which be has done 
in the fir.st two Test matches He has 
taken hold of the tiring attack and 
tom It to shreds. With Kapil in form, 
our batting is looking up. It’s as I said, 
die boys were getting a start but then 


getting out. They have to he a little bit 
cautious to see that they go and don’t 
waste the opportunities 

The reason why 1 didn’t declare was 
quite simple Because there was no 
point in trying to evoke an artificial 
declaration from the Englishmen I 
don’t think Fletcher would have 
obliged We are one up already and if 
anybody has got to take the risk n’s 
got Io be them in order to win the 
game. We did not even have a suffi¬ 
cient lead to rrv and dismiss them and 
then score the luns And as such there 
was no question ot a declaration. 

The reason why 1 persisted with 
Shastn and Doshi on the fifth evening 
even though the match h,id lost in¬ 
terest was because the ball was turn 
ing They were not giving the batsmen 
the liberties and I thouglit the wicket 
of Fletcher oi Gower at this stage 
would give our boys a woild of confi¬ 
dence it does not mattei how many 
halls you have faced from the same 
bowler. A Test match is a Test match 
and all this talk about exposing our 
bowlers i.s rubbish 

Pics by 

NIKHIL BHATTACHARYA 

... 




News: National 


DURAND CUP 


BSF confirm superiority 


T he Durand Cup or rather its full 
ownership for a whole year, to be 
more precise, has again eluded Jagat- 
ill Cotton Textile Mills, Phagwara. 
rive tunes in the last seven years thev 
have figured the Durand Cup final. 
The only time they did not lose—in 
1976—they shared the trophy with 
Border Security Force In 1974 and 
1977 they were beaten by Mohun 
Bagan, in 1975 and, now in 1981, they 
went down to Border Security Force. 
This is the fifth time that BSF have 
won the Durand Cup outright in addi 
tion to sharing it with JCT on one 
occasion. 

To start with, the teams were keyed 
up. But once the early tension was 
worked off, the fare improved In fact, 
it looked quite entertaining as the ball 
swung from end to end. Dan and 
Bhatia, who in the opening stages gave 
away a few corners under pressures, 
did better later in the JCT defence 
which badly missed Gurcharan Par- 
mar, summoned on national duty at 
Calcutta. But still Nand Kishore man¬ 
aged to find his way through on a few 
occasions for dangerous snots in the 
first half At the other end, Mohinder 
Gill made most of the JCT raids down 


the left flank. Once he was unlucky 
not to score. 

All eyes this day were on Harjinder 
Singh, who is not fully fit. He disting¬ 
uished himself with a characteristical¬ 
ly sophisticated display for JCT. In the 
second half, after Avoni Gope had got 
the only goal for BSF following a 
corner, Harjinder switched over from 
midfield to take over as a full-fledged 
striker. Here, too, he shone. Once, 
when Kultar hit a pass along the 
ground from the left, he side-stepped 
cleverly in favour of Parminder. It was 
a great chance for Parminder to put 
JCT on level terms. But he failed to 
control his shot, taken on the run and 
the ball spun away from the target. 
Coolness and control is what yields 
results at such moments. Unfortunate¬ 
ly, Parminder lacked this quality. 

Comparisons inevitably were made 
with the final of the DCM Cup tourna¬ 
ment in October where the South 
Koreans University team beat Trico¬ 
lore from Western Australia. The dif¬ 
ference was obvious Our best teams 
are not as good in tactics and mobility. 
Individually our players are not as 
versatile as they should be We are not 
modern enough in our approach. 


O NCE a^n, the Durand Cup foot¬ 
ball tournament was badly nit by 
the absence of leading teams and the 
withdrawal of others. In the circumst¬ 
ances it was not surprising that all four 
teams in the semi-finals were Punjab 
entries—^Border Security Force, Jagat- 
jit Cotton Textile Mills, Phagwara, 
Punjab Police and Punjab State Elec¬ 
tricity Board. There is some resent¬ 
ment in official quarters when BSF is 
described as a Punjab team because it 
IS, in fact, a team representing an 
all-India Service. But as far as the 
All-India Football Federation is con¬ 
cerned, the BSF entry comes throu^ 
the Punjab FA. But then these are only 
technical matters. By making the 
Durand Cup semi-finals an all-Puajab 
affair, BSF was only asserting its sta¬ 
tus as national champion. 

When Punjab Police met JCT in the 
first semi-final, the stadium was large¬ 
ly empty—a disheartening sight to the 
organisers and quite uninspiring to the 
teams. There is no denying that Indian 
football thrives on regional and club 
loyalties Even at the final the chairs 
on the southern stands were largely 
unoccupied—something which has 
never happened in a Durand,final. 

The Durand secretary. Wing Com¬ 
mander K.K Ganguly, was a bitterly 
disappointed man and he made no 
secret of it He was particularly bitter 
that the Western India Football Asso¬ 
ciation had not been able to keep to its 
own schedule, thus disallowing parti¬ 
cipation of the two Bombay teams. 
Century Rayons and Orkay Mills This, 
of course, is not the first time that the 
WIFA has disrupted a Durand tourna¬ 
ment “By not sticking to their dates 
they harm the national cause”, said 
the Wing Commander. “They would 
think twice if it were a tournament run 
by the IFA, because the latter could 
retaliate. Even Goa hit back by refus¬ 
ing to allow their clubs to take part in 
'the Rovers Cup But tournaments bke 
the Durand and DCM are helpless. 
They don’t control any teams and are 
in no positipn to retaliate No possibil¬ 
ity of tit for tat ’’ 

After their debacle in the DCM Cup 
in October, the troublec East Bengal 
Club management must have been in 
two minds when it came to making up 
their mind to enter for the Durana. 
Another debacle here would have 
caused irreparable damage to their 
reputation and standing. But the 
Durand could also have served as a 
platform for East Bengal to salv^e the 
prestige that was damaged in the 
DCM The club management were not 
sure that the team was strong enough 
to achieve that aim 
As for Mohammedan Sporting, after 
half-a-dozen of their players were cal¬ 
led for national duty, there was little 
left in the team. The Sporting seemed 
to have exhausted all their resources 
on acquiring the stars, paying no 
tliought to building up reserves. It is 
like putting all their eg^s m one bas¬ 
ket Ihe health of a club depends on 
Its strength in depth, so to speak, not 
alone on its star players, who are 




bound to have more commitmmits 
dtan the others. 

But no dub loyalties for the Punjabi 
crowd of Delhi when Punjab teams 
clash. However, they had more occa¬ 
sions to cheer for JCT m their goalless 
semi-final against Punjab Police. JCT 
were the more sprightly lot, striving to 
play more constructive football. But 
they were not lucky enough with their 
shots. Gone are the days when they 
were called a one-man team because 
they were so dependent on Inder 
Singh. 

But there was a complete trans¬ 
formation in the replay. JCT pressed 
into service Harjinder Singh as a mid¬ 
fielder and the man did more than his 
bit before he withdrew midway 
through the second half. He not only 
opened the scoring for JCT but also 
was responsible for the team’s third 
goal by Parminder. JCT went on to a 
runaway S-0 victory. Punjab Police 
have never gone through such a humi¬ 
liating experience. True, they were 
without Balvinder in the attack. Bal- 
vinder had been called to Calcutta for 
the match against the Russians. But so 
had been Gurcharan Parmar, the stal¬ 
wart JCT defender. The fact is JCT 
had greater strength in reserve, with¬ 
out which no team can sustain its 
success 

In the other semi-final, BSF were 
better than what their 1-0 marun of 
victory over PSEB indicated. But it 
must be said to the credit of PSEB that 
they gave BSF many an anxious mo¬ 
ment Defore finally bowing out. They 
even had a penalty award in their 
favour, but the chance was wasted. 

P UNJAB State Electricity Board, 
Hoshia^ur, the new force in Indi¬ 
an soccer lived up to the promise they 
showed in the DCM cup tournament in 
Delhi in October Th^ went one bet¬ 
ter m the Durand Cup when they 
reached the semi-fmals beating hol¬ 
ders Mohun Bagan in the plav-off on a 
December afternoon lashed by icy 
winds blowing down from the fresh 
snow in the Simla Hills. The plav-off 
had been necessitated because both 
teams had ended the group one qua- 
ter-final league with three points from 
as many matches—one win, one draw 
and one defeat The PSEB, who had 
reached the league stage from the 
qualifying knock-out rounds, had play¬ 
ed a one-all draw with the Calcutta 
team in their first encounter. 

There is much to be said about the 
everything-to-gain-nothing-to-lose atti¬ 
tude of underdog. That is how PSEB 
approached their matches against 
Mohun Bagan, who had a title and a 
reputation to defend. Put in arrears by 
a rare reverse-kick goal by Shyam 
Thapa, PSEB fought on spiritedly, m 
spue of being outshone by more skil¬ 
led opponents. Reward came in the 
second half in the shape of goals by 
Kashmira and Gurmit. They were 
scored against the run of play But 
goals alone count, no matter what the 
trend of the game. 

Veteran Darshan Goga, a tougl.., 
diminutive Sikh with a receding hair- 



PSEB varaus Mohun Bagan. Sllal o! PSEB dears the ball batore Shyam Thapa can gal lo H 


line which makes him look older than 
his 34 years, forged the openings for 
the PSEB attack. In the hard-pressed, 
but unyielding defence, young Sital 
Sin^h and the more experienced 
Rainnder Singh were constant thorns 
in the Mohun Bagan side. Still, the 
Calcutta side, who had as many stars 
in reserve as they hod on the pitch, 
opened up enou^ chances to win, 
especially in the second half. But they 
were badly let down this day by Ulaga- 
nathan. The winger gave way to Fran¬ 
cis D’Souza with about half an hour 
still to go D’Souza did improve mat¬ 
ters somewhat, but when it came to 
finishing, even he did not click 

The fact is that this has nor been a 
good season at all for the glamorous 
^Icutta clubs playing in the major 
tournaments in Delhi. First it was East 
Bengal, who suffered a debacle in the 
DCM cup in which they lost all their 
quarter-final group league matches 
Mohun Bagan’s two defeats in the 
Durand raised the total number of 
defeats suffeted by the two Calcutta 
giants to five. One does not remember 
a more calamitous Delhi visit by these 
two clubs Mohammedan Sporting, the 
third big Calcutta club, has not taken 
part in any Delhi tournament this 
year 

The Mohun Bagan line-up included 
several Asian Games probables But 
students of the game were dis¬ 
appointed at the way they performed. 

It was an uninspiring sight to see 
defenders oi the stature of Compton 
Dutta and Subroto Bhattacharya fumb¬ 
ling while tackling and lured out into 
the wrong positions, leaving yawning 
gaps to be exploited Thar was how 
Goga Scored the second goal for PSLH, 
spotting the gap and nutting (iuinut 
through Gualkecpor Sniv.iji B.mi 11 . 
contributed to Mohun B.i.'.iii's '!< v. r> 
fall by hesitating k ciiai;,' .. I 


mutual recriminations after the dam¬ 
age was useless. It was nothing but a 
si^ of frustration. 

^e only game Mohun Bagan were 
to win was against Rajasthan Police 
(3-1) Here, too, they were not very 
impressive, one of the goals being 
gifted by a defender. Then, after shar¬ 
ing two goals and points with PSEB, 
they were outplayed (1-3) by Punjab 
Polices whose display was the best till 
then by any team in the tournament. 
On a cold, gloomy afternoon, Mohun 
Bagan looked like a ship without bear¬ 
ings. They failed to get going, in spite 
of the permutations and combinations 
they tried 

Punjab Police topped the group with 
four points from two wins, having 
earlier beaten Rajasthan Police 1-0 in 
a lack-lustre match. The only defeat 
thiw suffered was at the hands of 
PSEB to whom they lost 0-1, Gima 
snatching the only goal. The PSEB 
appeared quite familiar with the tac¬ 
tics of the police and effectively block¬ 
ed all their likely routes to the goal. 

In group two, irorder Security were 
easily the best. Their one hundred per 
cent record of six points from three 
ames proved their standing. After 
eating Calcutta’s Rajasthan Culb (2- 
1), State Road Transport Corporation, 
Jammu and Kashmir (4-0) their place 
in the semi-finals was assured But as 
though to prove a point they also 
scored a thumping victory over their 
nearest group rivals, Jagatjit Cotton 
Textile Mills, Phagwara 3-1. Rajasthan 
Club and SRTC, Jammu and Kashmir 
were the two teams in this group who 
came up via the pieliminaiy knock-out 
stage But none of them stood the test 
against lieii-'t ri|ipii .iriuii The Jammu 
and K istiirm l. .>iti vsi n , in lail, rele- 
('.llf'l |l> I'lf Itjic .11 vvlllpjl'tlg ill). . •!{ 
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AGE GROUP SWIMMING 

The great farce 


O NE cannot deny the fact that 
several swimming potentials have 
been found from the age group com¬ 
petitions But has really hard work 
been put in to extract the best possi¬ 
ble’ No. The purpose for which the age 
group swimming had been im¬ 
plemented has not been served prop¬ 
erly. For this, one can only blame the 
lethargic attitude of the Swimming 
Federation of India and its affiliates in 
general in spelling out the actual age 
of the swimmers of their respective 
groups The leniencv of the SFI and 
the tendency of the State associations 
in concealing the actual age of the 


participant has made age group aqua¬ 
tics a total farce 

One can also sav that this type of 
misappropriation of ages is a not too 
uncommon feature—and this has got 
to end soon. Otherwise, whatever ta 
lent we have will be nipped in the 
bud—and so much so for Indian swim¬ 
ming The recent National Age Group 
Aquatics at Calcutta’s Eastern Com¬ 
mand pool saw a numbei ot complaints 
being made but all of them fell on deaf 
ears except for one case where the 
organiseis accepted the plea because 
the person making it happened to 
weild influence. Whenever a com¬ 


plaint arose the organisers referred to 
-the SFI list. If that be the case then 
what was the point in having a medical 
board which found all the ca.ses re¬ 
garding ages to be genuine? 

However, the Calcutta meet wa.s the 
last one of that nature—and better 
be—as from next year the foui gioiips 
will be divided into two nationals— 
sub-junior and junior. But the same 
doubt arises Will the ages of the 
participants be genuine’ Of course, 
there is no fiKilpiouf method The only 
way to solve this problem is that both 
parents and the respective associa 
tions should be honest in legistering 
the correct ages But will the associa¬ 
tions stick to this honestly? Theie are 
a tew associations winch are mure 
interested in bugging the most medals 
bv fielding ovei-agcd swimmers and 
trying to prove to the oiheis how good 
they aie Thete weie some cases of 
malpiactice especially on the part of 
hosts Calcutta, Uttui Pradesh and Tri¬ 
pura, and the complaints made by 
some parents weie ignored 

The officials of the various asstH'ia- 
tions have a teiideiicy to play the SFI's 
yes-men As one of them said when a 
parent pointed out this duty business 
“What is the use of making a protest 
when it will only spoil the goodwill of 
the federation.’’ This only goes to show 
that these incumbents aie mure in¬ 
terested ill themselves rather than 
swimming in general But one has to 
feel the pinch once. It was understood 
that an official’s child was rumpeting 
with hulk.s—and he did not like this. 
So he,made a complaint and it was 
accepted 

The voungstei s who" loil so hard for 
this particular competition are psycho 
lugicullv shatteied when they see that 
the buy in the next lane looks much 
oldei and taller hearing a slight mous 
tache This was seen in group IV Tears 
rolled down a fniv’s eyes before he 
splashed The lad was only 10 vears 
old while the Iniy with the moustache 
seemed to look much older. These 
instances were must glaring in groups 
ni and IV. Perhaps, another solution 
to check this is to have an independent 
medical board 

Another anorivmoiis complaint 
lodged was cunceiiiing the nationals 
being held at such a time (Decemhei) 
when the water tcmperatuie in the 
morning vastly diffeied from that in 
the evening The time was miisl in 
appropriate and the lemperiiliiie was 
most unsuited lor tompeiilive swim 
ming 'fhe National Swimming Asso¬ 
ciation explained that ihev had to 
stage It at this time ol the yeai instead 
of August because ot a miiii iiiiunc- 
tion by the Maharashtra .Swimming 
Association Though several records 
were broken, many swimnieis had 
cramps and some fell sick, but the 
doctois well- very elficieiil 

But performarue in geneial i.innot 
be good in these conditions anil those 
who created new inaiks like Anita 
Sood and Peisis Madaii aie acciis 
turned to swimming in the told water 
in Bombay And Wilson Chetiati was at 


AnM Soatl m th 0 100m Ireeslylf 
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rr-thc foreign coacber and the 
rrtiM involved we c/tniux, 
M» 1 llit ni « bl ;HBi4wi»t'f» iptdif'. j 
@!iiak'M4f..«<kfi|i^^ can'- 
Mhui'att^pia theHt 
vteacticei'it imlenwntly ImK 
mNI^ ili*-‘«!nrfo>u eoacbee-ifo 
M^-te'die -Covernment oi Uidia 
ri|B%nteomtaiig>A»fo4wiU take 
ibaiiiafrta miw i iihtfog A tte 
^ d'uk-itif. tiM 


‘ replyJ 'to' - .laJia'a nwimmiBii j 
^«aiHMMict» ne taid, “At the moment 
m^wal'be-Mny tUffuadt on my parr : 
Bg^mlMnihtnjMMt.BDtfoaminy 13 ; 
p^TW^MdxifoneneraaeceMh India I 
«IpBjg way to go-vAnoiher thing 
fodiwMW tanndt moukLoBe’inro e 
^'‘4lkaiQiian''JWiminer in ntch a vhori 
3fun m time We have to remember 
ji'-'tiiat Japan and China -aie far 
f'-iahend;-• 

'''' ■ WMIf ^questioning him 'on the > 
; Cetapsriaoa :beiw^ the Indian 
iwimiAers^iiki thd Ettropeans, a. 

'' Cermah lady (nor his wife) cafne 
.''’'’.tnit'forthwith: “WTiy can’t you 
C , ju4ge fw -yourself. You've got-to 
lint give These poor swimmers nut- 
t v'rituous ftKUi.' a good pool and an 
atmuspheca where parents do not. 
d ' eonte and Intartare. In fact, they 
v/'^ould m camped far from the 
V ^^addanipg crowd. There should be 
m-n. bit-of. schoollng-and plenty oi 
i.:.swimining.^ - ’ 


* 


' darnd Jobtike drafted ■ a plan 
programme aad handed cme to the 
dij^mmg 'Federal ion, of India af[ 
Patiala But one gi»t the uitpcessiot^ 
that the SFl had been siMPvtng 
vnnw disregard towards it. ,Wein' 

{ bat IS how federations .caadi to 
o»hm loaches imaigd hy,^ Qtni-. 
,eriiifp«h^.,de«i4it4thbotfoD it 
' arp'pear^ that We - month «(-1 


have been nude for the Asiad. hui 
the SFI has lematively h|Ped the 
nationals for August, the rgason 
the plan suggested wait^-tfiu it 
. vpmio keep the twimmersxrini. The 
, fedeiatiim, too. has been, shunning 
I'.lohnke. He was not even invhed at 
I the SFI meeting at Calcutta. "I will 
' hirve TO make nu'wiih the existing 
Facilities provided tof me for die 
probobtes Apart from thd.duH hnd' 
the training, the swiinmefs Rhist ba 
giveninternatioiuil exparihnee. Uh- 
less they tour outside thils entintry; 
it Will he very difficult for them to 
iearti their mistakes. And one musf 
not forirnt that'the'Asidh Carnes' 




don’t toow wh.v'he1eilr?rarVm7 
buRerfly evem.^stiKeh^B^ t ^j y^ 

tequhemoRs 

ance. Thai.ds. flm 
good tin 50 mattes, ^bte-siU'" 
till 100 hut heyond UHtt stmts'-nte-: 
chnmic problem. AU tMi r^can ha'' 
overcome by 'contmtious traini^. 
With more irantmg the nuhibec'tii'^ 
hours can be increased and this win'’' 
prove bmeficial. The geomt ennpr' 
plaint of the swimmers have been ' 
aches in the pimts after each work' 
ou^. l-ur this, physical conditioning 
is imperative. 

"Rana Punja is a future poten¬ 
tial. He. -like many other youngs¬ 
ters,. can be' groomed ratfiCT than 
the older anes as it is a tremeaddns 
mb then to rectify the defects in 
technique. To rectify the wrongs 
that' have been going on fur years in 
a sbuti spell is definitely a Hercu- ‘ 
lean task. But I’ve come here to 
try—and honestly endeavour to put 
them on the starting point with 
much confidence. The time that 
mil tie most satisfying to me will be 
when they begin to i educe the gap 
lietween both. Japan and China, 
rhet is for sure. Perhaps, that will 
tie a gpod foundation for the years 
to come, provided my plans are 
realised to the fullest. Lastly, to 
aidiieve'thiii standard there should 
be ne brekkSt a$ it does more dam-., 
agcdlan any good. Contiittiiixy must 
he.'ag|(pfceo. 
suB^i^ilfihDAn ' . 


his best in the back scioke because of 
the experience that he had gathered in 
the Lucknow Nationals In fact, he 
found nu stiff opposition The cold 
water affected long distance events, 
and in this case most male swimmers 
suffered (1. Babu did not find his 
match 111 the long distance As toi 
Anita, she was at hei peak in spite of a 
fevci “My pertorm.iiice was. in fact, 
better than what 1 did at Madias, a 
fortnight back," reinaiked Anita “But 
the water was very diriv, cold and 
chopp;^—and this affects peifoiniaiKC- 
The Msihilitv of the black lines was 
uncleai Then the pool h.id oiilv seseii 
lanes with no V ni.iik tor ihe rnriis 
which rediiied the timings One gl.ti 
ing aspect was ih,it ilu- eieiits win- 
nol scheduled pnij.f>l\ 

“lla\iiic all thit< -,w:iiiiii 
Wdteipnlc .mil ilisili;; in no. JH-I'! vm 
had vers linle waimmg i>|-, \ wini 


mer needs at least .10 minutes to warm 
up And what about the cold’ Suffi¬ 
cient time IS necessary. That is why so 
many of them had cramps The girls' 
perform<tnce on the whole was quite 
good Bula Choiidhury is a very good 
swimmei who has the necessary fight¬ 
ing quality She was the only one who 
acquitted herself If she gets pinper 
grooming she is going to go far Then 
we have th^ two Bumhav bovs who are 
r(‘d''.v good—Kanatov Punja and 
Cauiav Kapooi Sonal Nanavati was 
the hist in gioup II though Bengal's 
Kiniii Das heat her in the 100m tly," 
com hided Anita 

But whai happened on the last day 
wi-nt ilow-ii in Indian swimming hi.s- 
loiv 111 the morning theie weie fisti- 
lulls . 111(1 kicking which began tiom 
'111 Jill me the w.iterpolo fin.il 

l'< iv-ti-ii M.Ji.n.ishiia iwh'i worn and 
i!..- l-.is) NS \ -Ml this lie.gan d-.ie To 


bad supervision of the referees, The 
most outrageous thing occurred in the 
evening when an irate Sonal Nanava- 
ti’s mother in front of the whole crowd 
fust burst out at the starter and then 
went and literally slapped the SFl 
joint-secretary Dilip Mitra. To the 
swinimg frateinity in Calcutta Mr. 
Mitra IS the godfather. The incident 
was enough to spark off trouble Mrs 
Nanavati was immediately surrounded 
and slightly manhandled. As for Mr. 
Mitra he took the whole episode very 
sportingly tried to pacify the crowd via 
the public system Thank you, Mr 
Mitra, for the chivalry you have 
shown. As for Maharashtra, they have 
ncvci l>een in a more embarrassing 
position It IS understood that the 
whole incident centred around a “per¬ 
sonal grudge” 

SUBHASH SARCAR 






Interview 


Anita strokes 
to a century 

A t the age of only 16, Bombay's 
Anita Sood is already a swim¬ 
ming sensation. There is nothing 
that could stop her from breaking 
record after retard in her favourite 
freestyle events. And in Calcutta, 
During the National Age Group 
Aquatics she, in fact, performed far 
better than in Madras Nationals a 
fortnight ago, shattering six of her 
own marks 

SPORTSWORLD: What is the sec¬ 
ret behind your record-breaking 
spree? 

ANITA SOOD: Dedication and 
rigorous practice. Every day I practise 
for three hours without shirking. This 
is most important. 

SW: Who is your coach and how has 
he helped? 

AS: Sandeep Divjikar; he is very 
good and is ready to help at any time 
of the day He really is a good coach. 
My previous coach was Kumar Chatto- 
padhya, a dynamic person who trained 
me for two years, 197S and 1976 He 

K laced a great deal of emphasis on 
ard work and strokes. He is now in 
Dubai. Sandeep stresses on hard work, 
a lot of practice and of course correct 
strokes. 

SW: Who influenced you to take up 
swimming? 

AS: My father is in the merchant 
navy and when he left we got a house 
very near a swimming club Since I 
was not working my parents thought it 
would be better if 1 took to swimming 
since the pool was so close by I was 
just nine and a half at the time, this 
was October 1974 I had the right sort 
of encouragement since both my pa¬ 
rents are very sports-minded. In the 
1975 Junior Nationals at Delhi I won a 
silver in the 100 metres freestyle, 
which IS my best stroke The most 
medals I got at a single meet was 
(counts on her fingers) eight golds and 
a silver. This was during the recent 
age group swimming at Trivandrum, 
where I created ei^t records Last 
year duiHng the fndia-Sri Lanka- 
Bangladcsh triangular meet I won 
seven golds, creating a new record 
with each victory, although of course 
two of them came in relays. 

SW: How many medals have you 
won ao fm? 

AS: (Scratching her head and thinks 
for a while) I think I have made a 
century. Call ii a swimming ton, 
perhaps that will be more appropnate. 
I With the last haul at the National Age 


Group Aquatics in Calcutta, I have 82 
golds, 24 silvors aad flw brouo 
medals. 



SW: You were sent to the United 
States for a coaching stint. What were 
your impressions of your visit widh 
regard to the training? 

AS: 1 was coached by Don Talbert 
at the Nashville Aquatic Club for three 
months. The training methods there 
are very systematic and great stress is 
placed on physical fitness. They have 
machines for weights which we do not 
have in India This is a must for our 
country and we should go about im¬ 
porting them now. We also had to use 
crutches (the same type used by lame 
people) in order to strengthen our 
arms. In addition ihere were ropes to 
strengthen arms and legs. Then we had 
wheefies I don’t know now to describe 
them but they were something like 
this, a small piece of wood with three 
wheels. The surface of the wood has a 
sponge on which we had to rest our 
ankle.s and start crawling All these 
exercises combined to keep us in top 
physical condition 

Then we had to swim long distances 
in double-quick time This is called 
quality work and it certainly helped 
me tremendously. They keep a con¬ 
stant watch on your timings, which 
also helps you no end. For instance, 
before 1 left for the USA my 100 
metres freestyle timing was 1:08 S mi¬ 
nutes while today it is 1.05 1 minutes 
Then in the KOO metres freestyle my 
timing was while 1 was later 

able to bring it down to 10 23.0 during 
the India-Sri Lanka meet last year It 
has deteriorated since then due to lack 
of better competition and because 
there is no pacing To give you an 
example, I was clocking 1;32 0 minutes 
in the butterfly while now my riming is 
113.2 minutes But 1 must say Persis 


lladaii Is a better swimmer thu I aai. 

SW; How good are Indian ceadbos? ’ 

AS: They are good but th^ toe 
have certain drawbacks. Pm instance, 
when I went to Patiala in preparkthm 
for the Asian championships at Dacca 
there were three to five coaches and 
all of them were giving us different 
types of workouts. We were made to 
read books and discuss their contents; 
that was all. They did not even notice 
how hard we were practising 

SWi Who financed your trip 
abroad? 

AS: My father. He saw 1 had talent. 

SW: Irow much did your State Aaao- 
ciation help? 

AS:(looks surprised) Help? Nothing 
of the sort. I was supposed to go to 
Dacca bur at the last minute (Field 
Marshal) Maneckshaw said I could not 
go since 1 had not attended the first 
camp My State association could have 
followed up the matter but mstead 
they chose to do nothing. They did not 
I give me any help whatsoever and sat 
aght. 1 feel that whatever we have 
Khieved has been due to our own 
sspenses and should go to our credit 
done, not to our State as.sociations. 
fake Kerala for example To pneowr- 
ige their swimmers they give a hand- 
lome cash award to anyone who 
sreaks a record That is what en- 
muragement is all about By way of 
contrast, we (in Maharashtra) are not 
even treated properly. It is only pa¬ 
rents who help out. Even the Otters 
Club where 1 swim helps me a great 
deal by giving me a daily allowance 
and transport They even allow me to 
swim beyond the stipulated time limit 
for youngsters. 

SW: What suggestions would you 
make for swimmers who are keen on 
improving their standards? 

AS: One must concentrate on swim¬ 
ming and there should be no diver¬ 
sions whatever. Swimming succes.s is 
dependent on hard work, constant 
practice and no shirking at all. 

SW: What do you think about swim¬ 
ming in India? 

AS: The standard is improving 
rapidly. Swimmers are going abroad 
and are returning vastly improved. We 
should either get a good foreign coach 
or we should be .sent abroad to gain 
experience This is very essential, 
especially in view of the fact that the 
Asian Games are going lo be held in 
our country Here in India ii is en¬ 
couragement which IS lacking most. 

SW: What are your plans for 
the future? 

AS: Intend to continue .ind improve 
further I know it will i.ike a In) out of 
me before the Asian Games, but then 
the onlv ambirion is to at le.ist reach 
the tiiidls alter taking iiii'i (oiisulcra 
tion the swimming standard in iinr 
country I will lie r«-allv h<i)i|iv d I can 
make it to the linal M.ijv in st ve.ii I 
feel if 1 do u litile 'rioti |i<i< iTI)’. 
perhaps 1 could tioss i>i< fifieniiniite 
barrier in ihc I'lOrti ll i ined.'d 

I <an onlv ti\ .inn iiv '..iiuu'lv- 
beiause what I hi .u is a I oiiieM* r.nl e* 
doing 'Vi M I Olid*. 



JAWAHARLAL NEHRU HOCKEY 

A big disappointment 

A S d shup-window iif liulian hockfv. I different jarRon. sumt 
this vest’s fdwaharlal Nehru pipeiiiie. From this st< 


JrVthis yeat’s Jawaharlal Nehru 
Tournament (Nov. 14 to Dec K) was 
rather a poor specimen It leil woefully 
short of the expected standards in 
mnie than one aspect, especiallv in the 
matiei ot quaiitv of play Barring the 
solitary case ot the pre-quarter final 
between Army Service Corps from 
Jullundur, wlio 1 unshed runners up to 
mirder Secuntv (. orps trom Jullundiii, 
who finished runners-up to Bordei 
Securitv iMuce, and Central Com 
maud, who had lieen given a piide of 
place straight into the last U>. the faie 
was pedestrian >ill thiough Kveii the 
final tailed to eiase this stamp ot 
medioiiitv It was ns well indeed tliat 
this vcMi we did not have ans toieign 
entry, like the Biitisli teams ot 1*171 
and '77, or aiiv ot the well drilled 
Japanese, Malavsiaii and West Cer 
man oulfils Otherwise, the piestigious 
trophy might well have made its tiist 
iouiney oveiseas 

It may he aigiied that the cieain of 
Indian hockev, compiismg the two 
Indian Hockey f edeiatioti teams—the 
IHF Reds and Blues --weien’t theie as 
had oigiiially hern planned But the 
argument doesii'i wash I'or one. the 
juiiioi suing III ihe lilF teams didn't 
shape ivM) well in contests ai Kota and 
Agr.i iiiinietliiiielv pteceding ihe 
touinamenl Secondly, and mote im 
poitaiit ptnhaps, it is equally es.seiitial 
that a loiiiitiv as vast as ouis has 
something mote besides- to use a 

The BS^ Nt>hfu 


different jargon, something in the 
pipeline. From this stand-point this 
premier competition of the north was a 
big disappointment 
It mav also be argued that the line 
up was not representative enough 
Yes. the draw featured only one 
tcam-DSA, Meerut—from UP, which 
has produced several outstanding 
srais in the recent past No team either 
tioin Bhopal, another good nursery 
The south, too was pooi ly lepresented, 
and (turn the west and the east, we had 
teams packed with near-veterdiis and 
non entities. Rut m the past, too, the 
line up used to be more or less similar 
And vei as the competition would 
m,ike progiess, so also would mount 
moments ol excitement and joy No 
hockev faithful could complain then 
that he hadn't had his money's worth 
li was so very diffeient this veat. 
and as match aftei mediocre match 
was gone thiough vainly did one hope 
foi some outstanding display of indi¬ 
vidual bnilidiice or of teamwork And 
when It came to the vatious specialist 
aspects of the game like penalty coi 
neis, coiners, “stiokes” and free hits 
close to the ling which, in modern 
limes, can have a tremendous, some 
times even decisive, beating on the 
outcome of a matt h, as it indeed did in 
the BSl- ASC final, the experience was 
even less leassiiiing 

The toinpensaiitins weie only of a 
siipei t It lal value- - men who did better 
I than the aveiagc, or woiked harder 


thtm th« rest. More often‘than not, 
these were men who had already made 
their mark at their level of efficiency. 
Men like the two Bhengras, both left 
wingers, one from BSF and the other 
from ASC. Or a comparative newcom¬ 
er like Malvinder who manned the 
Western Railway right wing. One can 
inflate the list manyfold, but there was 
little CO choose between them and 
several old timers. 

For instance, men like Puran Singh 
and Shiv Outt of Western Railway 
Long past their prime both, they didn't 
look a pair of has heens in the com¬ 
pany of the new recruits m the front¬ 
line Noi, for that matter did Vinod 
Kumar, who must have made his last 
international appearance a decade 
ago, suffei in comparison with other 
men in the teat Even Balbir Singh, 
who made his last Olympic appearance 
in 19G8, did not look exactly the odd 
man out as he manned the right wing 
for Punjab police 

As for Ajitpal Singh, uur Woild Cup 
captain at Kuala Lumpur, his display 
in the two appeal ances he made fot 
BSF. ill the semi-final against Punjab 
Police and the final, could be an 
object-lesson to our yoimgei expo¬ 
nents, if onlv toi his cool and the 
masterly mannei in which he marshal¬ 
led his team’s defensive lesources to 
bung about desired lesults It isdoiibi 
ful if Baldev Singh could liave pio- 
duced those two penalty-comer goals 
which swung the final in BSE's favout. 
If Ajiipal had not lent hisexpett touch 
to the |ol> of stopping the ball dead in 
good time toi the foimer Olympian to 
have his tiv Ajiipal's deceptive free 
hits near the ring were a tieai to 
watch It IS a ditfcTc-iit mattei that BS*' 








6SF s Kulieel Singh wBavBS his way past two AbC detemiars 


I did not have the men to put these 
i opeiiinf^s to aciount. 

One tould deiive even less solaie 
horn team displays The phenomenon 
IS not liard to explain though The 
solid Lohesion that inuiked ihe plav of 
oiirtits like Corps of Signals and Noiih 
I ern Kailwav is a tiling of the past now, 
j then stais ol yore having made wav 
■ lot new laies As for Sikh Regimental 
I Centie. also title winneis in the past, 

1 no one knows whatever has hefallen 
I them In fact, looking at the toiiina- 
I tneiit as a whole one could find some 
j thing approaching the da vs ot voie 
I only in the plav ol AS(' and .fagatjil 
, Colton levlile Mills tioni i’hagw'arn 
1 (PunjabI. nevscomers to the Indian 
i hotkey scene 

I 

I Ot the two, JC'l are a young lot, 
I bubbling with enthusiasm and enter 
j ptise and no mean skill ciihei Baby 
i faced Kapnder has the makings ot a 
I good goalkeepei, whereas Abchal and 
Mohan Singh, who maiitud the rear, 
are both haul hitters Jasbii in the 
halfline is a clever distiibutoi, with 
trapping skill to match In the attack, 
Dev Ka| on the right, Ram Lai in the 
middle and lasbir on the left often 
claimed attention The boys ate in 
j good hands too—that of Bodhi, who 
coached oui team to Kuala Lumpur 
We are bound to hear more and mote 
about this bunch in the days to come 
And all ot it is going to he laudatory 
But, sad to say, thcur vety promise cast 
an evil spell on the ronipciition and all 
but put It completely out of gear 
I The first signs of abnormality came 
almost with the start of the Western 
' Railway BSF match It was the last 
I match III pool B quarter-linal league 
and would decide the pool winneis and 
I runners-up BSF were on with two 
I points, from a loss to JCT and a win 
over EMC, Western were a point 
ahead, from a draw with JCT and a win 
over EMC JCT, however, had finished 
then three-match progiamme with 
three points. A BsF-Western draw 
would havu eliminated them, giving 
top spot to the railmen and second 
place to BSF But even as the match 


started, so also did start a whispering 
campaign, it was alleged that the 
match had been fixed 

As latei events cleat Iv showed, it 
was a clever plan, and the piompiitude 
with which the oiganiseis took up the 
maitei was somewhat invstifving 
Warnings weie adminisieied to both 
the teams duiiug the inteival, and 
when the second halt produced only 
two goals, one to eai h team, (he oiga 
niseis presunic'd the woisi Ihey 
oideied a lepiy. witli the pinvisioti 
that it the learns did not piodncc- a 
result in legulation time the niatili 
would cotiiiniie till a goal was stored 
(sudden-death tiiiish ) As they call it 
and that the losing teiim would meet 
,|CT in anoiher leplav to decide the 
second place in the pool 

The whole put ptise of this unedity- 
mg exeicise seemed to bung piospei 
ity to JCT And when the umpnes also 
mined the frav, barling the solitaiy 
instance ol Mohd Obeidtillali in inter¬ 
national (hade I, it made lor a ludic¬ 
rous spectacle No hockev lovet will 
ever condone the man oi men who 
masterminded tins gimmickry It is 
-acts like these which kill Indian hock 
ev JCT soon nveigiew into u sort ol a 
ghost with a success of dubious merit 
against Western If the umpires had 
their way they might have even made 
it to the final ASC, howevei, were 
made of sterner stulL though it took 
them all ol regulation time Plus 11 
minutes of the extension, betoie thev 
could lay this ghost to rest in the 
tie bleaker 

In retrospect, one will remember 
this tout (lament not so much lor what 
It failed to produce bv way ol eiiioy- 
able hockey as for its innumeiable 
umpiring miscairiages One’s syin 
pathies arc still with the young, guile 
less J( T boys It won’t surprise one if 
they shape into a great foice in Indian 
hockey And sooner than many expect 
But any covert and overt attempts to 
thrust greatness on them is suielv 
going to do them more harm than 
goud 

A CORRESPONDENT 
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News: International 


INDO-CHINA VOLLEYBALL ‘TEST 

Disappointing performance 
by India 


W ITH <»»lv out* \ear to go before 
the ninth Asian C'lames at Delhi, 
the Indian volleyhall sc|iiad still seems 
tiowheie near the torm a teom needs 
to pioduci* to eaptnie one of the lirst 
thiee positions in an intei national 
tournament like the Asiad This is the 
impiession the retentlv Loniliided vol 
levhall 'test' senes between India and 
China leti on the followers of the game 
in this toiiiitiv India have lost the 
series 0—S—liuiniliaiing indeed 
Moieovei. ihouKh the (ompetilion 
was desciihed as a 'lest senes, it was 
■Hiiiallv tui fioni so Onlv an eniouii 
tei between two national sides Lan be 
termed as 1esi Th<‘ ( hiiiese team had 
no luiiioiial plavei ol the coiiniiv in it 
Theieloie, it was a senes ol eiiioun- 
teis between the Indian national vol 
levhall squad and a pioMniial team ol 
China 

It was dinini> ilie foiiiih lest ai 
Caliini.i that these laiisLaine to light 
Naiiilullv. the oilni.ils of the Vol 
lesball l-edetatioti giew aiigiv with 
the ioni iiabsis and staited looktng tin 
shonideis to pass the blame on Hut 
thete was >ione. I lies lould not < veil 
blame the goteininent .is thi'V weie 
afiaid ih.it it might be siiindal loi the 
ledetiition iiselt 

Howeiet. one ledeiation otinial. 
who leqiiested me tint to publish his 
naine, said, ‘ I he govei iinient onl\ 

Imha versus Chma volleyball Test m Calcutta 


infill med us that the Chinese vol 
le\ball team was tomttig to India It 
was onlv attei their anival here that 
we L.ime to le.iin that they weie not 
the national sijuad of China, but only 
the Saiighai Munii.ipal team" Bui, 
even it wh.it he s.iid was iiue, there 
weie am|>le oppoitunities lot the ted- 
elation to annotiiKe that the visiting 
tram was not the national side ol 
China What is the le.isoii ot then 
keeping silent even altei iliev tame to 
know what was wli.ii’’' 

.‘\s expelled the Indt.ins weie b.idiv 
beaten b\ tin l hiin-se in .ill the de- 
11.11 Inienls ol I he game I lies siinplv 
maid not iindeisl.iiid the stiategv and 
teihiiique ot tile loining team 

In all, live matches weie played at 
Rangaloie, Hvdei.ibad, Rhdai, Caktit- 
ta and Buidwan 1 do not think one 
needed to see .ill the games to mea- 
siiie the worth ol the two teams—the 
semes weie enough In the Inst thiee 
‘tests', India suttered stiaight set de 
leats In the loiiith iiiul fifth matches 
they managed to sriati h one <let each 
Mowevei. these two sets got tile bles¬ 
sings ol the umpiies to some extent. 

Ihe total points sioied b\ the Chinese 
and Indian leatris during the senes 
weie 2't2 and 111).lespei lively Wheie' 
India ni.iiiaged to win only two seis^ 
the Chinese bagged 18 in the eniiie 


series. India was defeated iQr a humi 
Hating margin of 33 points at Calcnna 
Here India snatched the fourth set 
from the Chinese 

It was at Bhilai that the Sanghai 
team defeated India by the lowest | 
margin—48-4.3. At Calcutta the main 
reason for India's defeat was that our 
players could not adjust themselves to 
the sophisticated playing conditions of 
the Netajt Indoor Staoium, thereby 
prov ing unable to co^' with the power¬ 
ful Chinese onslaught 

Moreover, the Indian players were 
much shortei chan their C'hinese riv¬ 
als, who, on the other hand, seemed to 
have been lut nut for the game. They 
moved much taster than the Indians 
and never ran nut of breath. They 
were almost flawless in both defence 
and offence 

Before the match at Burdwan India's 
national coach Biichiramaya said, 
“The Chinese ate quite used ru the 
technique of modem volleyball India 
hate lost to a better team Our boys 
ate tiling to leant their technique 
Oui te,im mnsists of new players 
(though the ateiage .ige of India's 
plavei s IS 28, while China's only 12) 
India's lop-iankmg volleyballeis are 
now III the Middle-L.a'H to seek green¬ 
er pastilles Among them aie Ralwani 
.Singh, Jimmy Ceoige, Jose (leorge. 
Suiesh Mishtj, Rusitli and Raijak 
They have got |obs there On the 
aveiage each ol them eain about Rs 
21,000 per moiiiii, while in Ind.a they 
could have earned hardlv mine than 
Ks 1,000 But most of them are willing 
to repieseni their louniiy in the 
Asiad But il they play foi the country 
onlv lempoiailit, it will do the Indian 
team no good On the coiiii.iiv. it will 
result in rhe deputation ot those who 
have lolled then w.iv into the team It 
may also haim the loam spit it of the 
Indian sipiad It we wink hatd to give 
the piesent team good coaching, it 
mat develop into a very stiong squad 
It was onlv lor 17 davs that the Indian 
bovs iiiideitvenl coaihiiig befoie the 
sent sagamsl the loreignets The more 
they tail leant the Chiiie.se players' 
technique ot quick .iltack. ihe hc-tter ” 

The Ruidwaii match pointed to the 
fact that the Indian plaveis still could 
nut oveicome thei main weaknesses 
They pioved too incompetent to face 
the poweiful spikings of the Chinese 
tolleyballers The Iiidi.in defence 
siniplt wilted iiiidci piessiire fiom the 
Chinese 

I'hough, India's Cynl Veloor and P 
R Paul showed lein.ukabie impnive- 
ment of then skill in serving, they 
could haidly frighten the dauntless 
Chiiiose, who lepeatedlv attacked the 
Indi.iiis with fast combination and 
poweitui smashes 

Moienter. China bad a greater num- 
bei ot all louiicteis in the team than 
loth,I Mien Keoiii was the skipper of 
Cliiiiese team in the It uest'sense of the 
■word His moverfients on the court 
cuiild he likened onlv to those of a 
snake The glass court nf Buidwan was 
expected t<> piove of great advantage 
to the Indians, bur they could not cash 



in on it- Lack of sufficient light in the 
uncovered court disturbed the players 
at times. Moreover, the quantity of 
dust on the floor was surely not ignor- 
able. 

But the match was witnessed by a 
really knowledgeable crowd that total¬ 
led nearabout 7,000. They wanted to 
see the Indian team emerge victorious, 
but only in vain. The Indian players 
could not satisfy them. It seemed as if 
the Indian bojn were set against a 
powerful team all of a sudden 

The team underwent training under 
the East German coach Kurt Radde 
He too IS really in a sorry plight, 
finding himself quite at a loss to 
decide what to do with such an lil- 
planned team. He dues not believe 
that Indian boys attain maturity later 
than their counterparts in the cold 
countries. He is a bit annoyed to see 
that despite being oldei than the 
Chinese players, the Indian volleybal- 
lers are failing to grasp the technique 
of modem volleyball Nor is he satis¬ 
fied with the standard of Indian umpir¬ 
ing. During this senes the Chinese 
players hoodwinked the rules on many 
occasions by moving fast on the ciniii 
Had the umpires bc'en a hit moio tilert. 
the. Indian team would have been 
greatly benefited 

After the Burdwan matdi the 
Chinese coach Zhang Windi said. “Chi¬ 
na never borrowed anything fiom 
Europe However, it laii he said that 


the Chinese volleyballers have 
adopted some Japanese techniques to 
sharpen their skill. One can find the 
Japanese strate^ of quick attack 
formation in the Chinese stvle of plav 
India will impiove then (lerformance 
step by step. The Indians do not play 
in the run-and-attack style. They can 
match the Chinese if they make their 
defence stronger The tour has 
brought the two nations closei, but we 
had nothing to learn from the In¬ 
dians” 

JAPAN GHOSH, Calcutta 

China win 
effortiessiy 

A bout TUOO people at the Lai 
Bahadur Stadium witnessed China 
Cl ush India .1-0 in the second volleyball 
lest between the two countiies There 
was absolutely no resistance finm the 
Indians and the Chinese too might not 
h.tve foifseen anv threat to then vie 
tiny What happened to oui volleyball 
team, which had enrhiailed the crowd 
at the same venue a yeai ago against 
the giants ol U.SSR^ India lost, but our 
bovs displavc'd a beautiiiil g.iine Los 


, ing to a better side is understandable, 
but being defeated by a second string 
team is frustrating 
Mureuvei, the organisers and the 
Fres.s plaved a mischief to attract the 
crowd They released advertisements 
saying that the Asian champions were 
111 the city. But the Chinese skipper, 
Zhu Yong admitted to fiportsworla 
that his was only a club team (Shangha 
Club) The official team had not come 
and "You cannot consider or compare 
this team with the real champs of 
China.” The mam leason for India’s 
failure was the absence of Baiwant 
Singh. Ranbeer Singh. Abdul Basith 
and Abdul Kazak who have left the 
louiiirv to seek greener pastures in 
the Gull States. China won three 
straight sets effortlessly—first set 15 - 
10 just in 19 minutes, ine next 15-6 in 
16 minutes and the third 1.1 8 in about 
the same time The match was over in 
just 10 minutes Even the coach, Kurt 
Radde failed to inspire the Indian boys 
who looked leihaigic and sluggish on 
the court Thev looked all at sea 
against the deceptive smashes by the 
visitois who bioke the Indian defence 
at will Except the toweling Liu 
lliaipeiig and Sixa Chunh.iu, who un¬ 
leashed some ihiindei bolts, the rest 
made gaps with mete taps. India 
looked a dispiinred lot in the second 
and rhiiu games. 

MS SHANKAR, Hyderabad 
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In 1725, Maharaja Jai Sing^ill 
ci«ated an aixhitedEiiial wonte 



The inspiration Cm the emUem 
of the IX Asiad. 



IX ASIAN GAMES 
DBM 1982 


T lir .Idniai Mdiilai 

Tim iJnO vcors, ihK tiliM-rvuKiiv, 
Ixillt Itv.laiiiin's funitnio 
udiiimi>iiiri-kiii)|, MO t>crii one of tbe 
omiiIniK of lilotoni Delhi And now 
II Is ihe svinliol ot ii ^teui ncu 
hoiioiii the I\ Ssinn (lumes 


The cmcept of the emfaiem 


l*h( Sun — Ihc oflii ml enitil«.iii of 
ihe \siuniiunics - shines o\ri u 
Kni|>liiL \lsuul ol .Idiiuii Muniui s 
inuin olisioaton si^iilhiiiK llie 
ionilii||ol this picstigions ctriii lo 
iKIhi 

\ii(l tills l•lUllnlfl«.'rIll sun-diul is 
ii)<i foi oihei ivusons tim 

flu Juiildi Munuit u I'lnisinii'tioii 
of in.il\ liuliun elianxiei, letnesenis 
II iiiKsi ioi kiioulcil|{c and ix’ifei lion 
11 1 ' ■ 


IS ilso siiiiiiieil iiifhi III ilir lieun 


III Ih'llii — u wiiiniiiK voiiilMimiion 
thut iimkes li an a|i|>ni(>riutc sv-iiiImiI 
lo deplei a (UHHtInjt ereiil in llic eii\ 
Yci dncll fora niomeiil on ihc 
design of the eiiihleni And \oii'll 
see more 

An embodiment of the cpirit 
of the Caines 


Making history happen., again. 


Ihr niuiidrd sweeping eurs'cs of 
llir dcsiRii sii|{||rsi u studuini — 
ihc Ukiis of uii\ simrtiiig event 
li rrscmlifiirs ii (lecpiil leaf, which 
in India s\ mtiohscs ochlcvriuciit, 
and Is coiiHidercd aacred 

flic luiiiiuskar or welcome mir 
iv]>lcal «uy of greciing. Is also Msihlc 
In the design 

Put logctlict il Is un cnilxidiiiicnl 
ol die spirl] of (he (hiines, and the 
i-iiluiiv 111 the cliv and connin 
hosting lh(‘ event 


IX ASIAD 
DELHI 1982 

Nowinberl9 - Deoember4 


Walking to make it happen. 


On NoiciiiIk'i I'l. DlHii Ihc 
(uituln will go upon ihc 
IX Asian (laiiics 
5000 |iartici|uuits fioni o\ci MO 
loiiiilnes will inrci in Delhi, and die 
flans of world ullcnlion w'di lie on 
Indio 

.\iid II IS an c\enl all the more 
signii'iLant us die \siun (lames w II 
lie letuniiug to the cu\ wheie 
dm were Uini, MO veurs ago 
\ir.hiiects planners, ciiginci is, 
workers and s|ains lovers uiv husv 
working lo iiieei the rxiliing 
ihallcnge. us India pteiidies for .Vsia's 
giTutesi show of sports 
III the hisionc eilv of Delhi, a new 
linidmiiik is in die iiiukiiig 


.games 








'^ortspeople 


H’s a lemir world 
mw 

it /^BROJODA, please tell us a tale 
Vy about a tall tail,” would not 
inspire the warm heart any more as he 
left us leaving behind his numerous 
friends, admirers to mourn his loss As 
a gossiper he had few parallels in that 
field He could carry his friends in the 
forum of great personalities, great 
leaders, intellectuals, sportsmen, army 
chiefs, Pnme Ministers and others 
The yarns he spun were so humorous 
that he could pitch his friends into the 
“land of laughtei and merriment”, and 
fui a while one could forget the mis¬ 
eries of mundane life Ai last the 
wliistle has blown, calling time, saying, 
‘no more is Biojo Bull’ 

Biojordnun Roy missed the delivery 
at 76, and the umpire pointed up- 





wards He hieathed his last on Decem¬ 
ber 8, suivivfd bv his wife, five sons 
and four daughters 

This scribe was .icguaiiited with him 
for aboiii 1(1 years He recounts fiom 
his memoi v how once Bio|oda told him 
that in the otiice a ceitain Mr X, who 
had died a few days ago, still visited 
the office and took his place in the 
front of the closed library door at 
midnight and seemed to write some 
thing on a piece ol paper This rumour 
spread chroughoiii the office like a 
bush-fire ai that ume, and during the 
night shift all the journalists who 
happened to be there would avoid the 
library gate Brojoda continued to na¬ 
rrate how he met Mr X several times 
“Had you any exchange of words with 
him”? Brojoda would quip ‘*So many 
subiects on sporting issues and the 
ghost also told me that England will be 
defeated at the Eden Gardens in the 
Test against India in the year 1972- 
73 ” (India vs England 1972-73, De¬ 
cember 30 to January 4 at the Eden 
Gardens, Calcutta India won by 28 
runsj. 

Actually, it was me with whom Bro¬ 


joda had talkedi But he could not 
recognise this scribe on account of the 
murky light and the covered face with 
a monkey cap to ward off the cold 
spell He actually chastened the 
morale with ridicule Mr Roy had 
many facets to his caieer. >Ori^inany, 
he was a nationalist and imprisioned 
several times between the years 1930 
and 1934. 

Brojoda, whom we affectionately 
called, was a pioneer in the sphere of 
sports journalism. He served Ananda 
Bazar Patrika for about half a century 
He was admired and loved by all who 
came in contact with him. Brojoda was 
an institution in himself As a secret¬ 
ary of the Gymnastic Pedeiatioii of 
India for a long period of 13 years he 
had represented the federation in a 
goodwill mission to the Soviet Union 
He possessed a pen facile in reporting 
and editing He was associated with 
journalism to the very last dav of his 
life. He could compose a sporting 
piece by just listening to the transistor 
and without caring for the telepiintei 
or with the help of any othei news 
agencies Very often he used to predict 
the lesults of big football matches or a 
cricket Test that seldom lietrayed Ins 
opinion 

As a student in the Asansol Railway 
School and later in the Bangabasi 
College, he regularly took pait in all 
sporting and athletic activities and 
acquitted himselt with distinction. Mr 
Roy was the founder of the Calcutta 
.Sports Journalists’ Association He 
was also a founder-member of the 
Bengal Olvmpic Association, Bengal 
Boxing Association, All India Archery 
Federation, West Bengal Kabaddi 
Association, Jatiya Knya O Shakti 
Sangha, Kho-kho Association. All In¬ 
dia Lathi Samiti, National Rifle Asso 
ciation and above all he was the mas¬ 
termind behind the gvmnaitic orga¬ 
nisation in the country 

He served as the secretaiy of the 
Gymnastic Federation of India from 
IS.IB to 1970, being the chief judge in 
gymnastics in the Madias National 
Games in 1962 He was also elected 
the Vice-chairman of Nuiioiial I ouncil 
of Physical Education, now known as 
the Council of Sports Once Biojoda 
commented that since our nation did 
not know how to smile, ours was a 
morbid country, and that he wanted to 
build a nation infusing the life-force 
through laughter On an other occa¬ 
sion, he lamented dc.scribing the con 
dition of the poor health and physique 
of the couiiti V and wanted to iniiodut e 
"poor" games like gymnastics, Fia do 
do etc , foi the common man He was 
sincere in his work as well as in 
words—and there was no doubt about 
this 

This scribe doesn’t know whether 
our “lip-homage” can reach the supei 
boundatv--the happy hunting ground 
where Brojoda is right now. unless we 
feel that he is still among us, inspiring 
to imbibe the ideals which could make 
a pool nation respectable in the 
sphere of sport in general and health, 
the qualities which our countrv lack 
and require desperately 


He received the Tamra Patra as a 
freedom fighter and was awarded 
many laurels by his countrymen 
throu|!h mativ organisations and clubs. 
He will be lemembered fur lonp. His 
void will never be easily filled in the 
sphere ut spoi ts journalism and as an 
intimate friend and mentor 

Support for sport 

H e is in his mtd'(>0s and plays a lot 
oi golf—which he lius been doing 
since a couple ol decades. Ravi L. 
Kiiloskai. a top business magnate in 
the rouniiv was the captain of the 
Baiig,iloii- Gull Club and now holds the 
piesulont’s chair ol the Indian Golf 
Ibnoii Ills coniiiiiied involvc-meni 
with the spoil IS “lo luster it more to 
the luniiiis” 

”1 haw pl.ivi'd badminton and ten¬ 
nis, but Tie iu‘v<‘i been a champion,” 
muses K. Kii lu.skai. adding, “But I love 
watching looib,ill and hockey. At the 
mumeiii, as ihe Kill prc'Sidcnt pro¬ 
vides golteis with less than lU-12 hand¬ 
icap gull sets dutv fee and we are 



planning how best we can piomoie the 
game tiniliei. Mv love loi sport in 
gineiaJ can fie hiiine bv the iact that 
wc iiidiii 1 a lot ol sportsmen in the 
v.nious iiidustiial units iiiulei me 
Well, we liiivc lo liKik alter them 
dm nig then spoiling peiiod as well as 
the luinie ” 

As the piesicleni all ,iiul siiiidrv ieel 
lb,II Ml Kniosk.u's temiie s.is a iiickv 
niie "I was indenl li.ippv lo be associ 
ared wMli ilu lOih I’acitu (iolf 

‘lomiiiiineiii l(>i iliL Noiimu,i Cup, 
played <11 ih( Old ( oiiise where ten 
nations paiIKipaied ' Bui In w>is hap- 
|is tin w,i\ India nnpioied eai li clay oi 
the (oinpelition to linish iooith 

I hi- lio-,ling >il the Asia Eacilii was 
out iKioiv I'll (lie iiidie,ti lalisl bu' he 
i\,is li.ipps -.ilieii he -.loii-d a ‘iloiihle’ 
He lieLanie iln In-I indnin lo hold ilie 
kei |>i>st ot the pii sideni of the Asian 
(lolt t. Old cih 1,11 ion atic-i he w.is dc- 
'iied mi.iniino isK m tie- tongiess 
dunng (he l, .-nipionships ‘As the 
ptesident ot the Al'lil we will liave to 
liromote (Ins game “ f he next biennial 
Niiinnna ( op vmU hi siag.ed at Seoul,” 
(Hilllulled Ml is.nlosk.n 





CRiWUlZ by Eddie Dunstan 


Test star’s bad 
trot lasted 
three years 


He was one of the heaviest scorers of 
all time with no fewer than 167 centuries 
to his credit—22 of them in Test 
matches. 

Yet he suffered probably the worst 
horror stretch of any star batsman when 
he went for over three years without a 
Test hundri'ij Vk tim ot this bad trot 
ended the CnKland 1932-1 f tour of 
Australia and New Zealand with scores 
of 227 and 316 not out aitainsi New 
Zealand 

After that his c onset utive Test scores 
read' 

1933 V. West Indies 29, 34,11. 


19»4v Austiaha 2'i,16, 2, 4, 37, 20, 
15,43 

1934-35 V. West Indies 43, 29 not out, 
1.9,47,1,11,34, 

1935 V South Africa 26, 29, 27, 63, 87 
nrrt out, 65, 29, 6 3 not out and 65 
Hr returned to century scoring m his 
next Test, against India at Manchester in 
July, 1936 when he got 167 


QUESTION 



A batting sequence of dramatic contrast 
was that of a prolific Australian ningetter 
ot the 20s. 

Counting a score of 102 for the 
Australians against Western Australia at 
the end of the 1925-26 season, he 
centuries in 11 consecutive matenes in 
Australia In 1926-27 in six maKrhes he 
made214and 54,151,352, lOSand 
84.12 and 116, 131 and 7-1,229 runs, 
average 122 9; and in 1927-28 he 
started with 133, 437, 202 and 38 and 
336 before finishing with 6 and 2, and 
63 That season in Australia he made 
1,217 runs at an average of 152 12. 


QUESTION^ 


Who was the 
heavy scorer? 


Who was the 
famous bats¬ 
man so surpri¬ 
singly denied a 
Test century 
for so long? 


Another rt>marl<ahlo sequence of batting 
sue cesses was begun by an Lngland 
batsman between the third anti fourth 
Test of the 1946-47 senes in Australia 
when the MCC went to T asmania 

Onjanuary 13, 1947he scored 124 
against a Combined XI in Hobart and 
followed this up with 16 3 against Tas¬ 
mania in Launceston On to the fourth 
Test in Adelaide, where he scored a 
century in each innings—147 and 103 
not out 

These scores started a batting spree 
which earned on to the end of the 
England 1948-49 tour of South Africa In 
this perirxi the batsman enjoying the 
great trot scored 9,158 runs, including 
39 c enturies in 140 innings for an 
average of 78 


QUESTION^ 


Who was the 
rungetter on 
I the rampage? 


LAST WEEK'S ANSWERS 

1. Alan Knott, who «mt« in lUf book fimatparV 
View "What made the hdt oMier to boor 
wai that I wai noralty bawled by the laat 
ball sent down. Muthtaq delivered a beauty 
and beat me utterly, h passed over tbe 
middle stump und even defeated the wxket- 
keeper, Wasim, as well, so that the last run 
wasabye After that the demonstraton 
vanied their fury on the wkkei and began 
digging It up * Knott batted the hours 3S 
minutes and hit out six and 10 fours. 

2. MUIbtitn 

3. CUvo Uoyd, of the West Indies. The Clamcw 
gan namesake who took such heavy punish- 
meat was Bany Lioyd, who finished with 1 

for 162 from 73 overs. 

4 Sten McCabe, who took 223 minutes to 
hammer on the first 200 of bis auparb 232 in 
the firit Teat of the 1938 sariaa agaioR 





Crossword 


Quiz 


Gridmin 
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ACROSS 


1 Game making an unsatisfactory start 

8. Luscle problem without Member of 
Parliament when swimming (3) 

9 Cricket's landed proprietor (5) 

10 Organisers of the booking contest at 
Empire Pool (1, 1, 1) 

I 11. Baseball’s military operational head- 
I quarters (5) 

13 Cards end these athletic contests (5) 
I 14 Ferdinand Lewis Alcindor’s other 
; middle name to iho world (b) 

I 15 Racy Randall (5) 

19 Soccer crazy Union Temtory returns 

' (3) 

20 Is black, but might be on the green 

: (5) 

22 Brings runners back to square one 

23 i^olloquidly warm up for big-matches 
(4. 5) 


iRan]il Ghot» 


OUESTIONS 

1 November 4. 1934 is a landmark in the 
history of Indian cnckal Why'’ 

2 Which lather and son got a ton each on 
their respective Ranji debut’’ 

3 Which IS the oldest cncket competition m 
the world'’ 

4 Who IS the youngest of India s former 
famous spin quartet’’ Who is the oldest'’ 

5 Which Olympic hammer champion s son 
became the Olympic javelin champion'’ 

6 Who IS the first tuple jumper to beat 16 
m’’ 

7 Which Test record-holder spinner had an 
arthritic spinning finger'’ 

8 Which Essex, reject became one of the 
worlds great*batsmen of all lime^ 

9 "No more decathlon, Dad. evei again’, 
protested an Olympic champion to his 
lather at the finish Vet he retained his 
title in the next Games Identity 

10 Which Test cricketer was hanged to 
death lor the murder of his wile'’ 

ANSWERS 

(saipuj ISOM) uoiji<H »'|soi Ot 
lysni SBiMPW 0 UBUOb 6 
sqqoH )|3wr (J'S) 8 

jaijBT ujir 

ueder jC euiifei oioejsj 9 

qteuiaM sojijiy^ jo laqiPj 'qieuiaN ajuij 0 
(Ot-ei ’22 Any\j q) 

BuueSBicj (9t>6l’92 lequieidos q) ipo0 ^ 

pupjbuj 

|0 diqsuoidujL-qo jniijiio Atunop eqx c 
Aou qeuBJd mijUL’d z 

Aep leqi uo peAeid scm 

Aqdojj, iluEb eqi jO qoieui lejnbnpui sqx i 


Questiort box 


ArisvvPf*! by Sudhtf 


DOWN 

1. A bit of luck in snooker (5) 

2 Lead astray in the card game (4) 
3. —international sporting joerformance 
is nearly always disappointing (6) 

4 A slightly odd Indian basketball tro- 

B fA) 

a’s hockey playing Baboo at Ber¬ 
lin (5) 

6 Shakesperean king followed by over¬ 
done automobile played hockey for 
India at the Olympics (7, 4) 

7. Merdeka City (5, 6) 

11 Initially claims to be India's answer to 
racing bikes (1, 1, 1) 

12 Prasanna's first 9iree names initially 
go back (1, 1 , 1) 

16. Russian long distance runner does a 
little bit of Kung-fu at the start (4,1,1) 
17. Sounds like I couldn’t care less for 
boxing’s first manager, coach and 
promoter, on the way back (4. 1) 
18 Golfers cards (5) 

19. Perfect tennis match'’ (4) 

21 Wimbledon ’81'$ Women’s singles 
runners-up's Chnstian name (4) 


(Solutions next week) 


Utpal Gboih, 24-Parganai. 

Q. What are the batting and fielding 
records of Eknath Solkar? 

A. 27 Tests. 48 innings. 6 times not out, 
1,068 runs 102 highest score. 25 42 
average, 1 century, 6 half-centuries, one 
zero and 53 catches 


SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO 126 



J. R. OsMl, lultat. 

Q. If a batsman, in the act of running for a 
run after his strike, breaks the wicket 
either by his person or by his bat, at the 
non-striker s end. is the batsman oid? 

A. Not out. as the batsman happened to 
break the wicket accidentally, in the act of 
running It is only when attempting to play 
the b»l can a striker be given out ‘hit 
wicket'. 

A. Fsrnaodsi, Bombay; Subir Oboib, 
Purults. 

Q What are the keeping records of 
Engineer Kunderan and lurmani? 

A. Engineer has dismissed 66 batsmen by 
catches and 16 by stumping. Kunderan 
caught 23 and 7 batsmen behind the 
stumps and Kirmam s tally of wicket be¬ 
hind the stumps is 118 comprising 92 
catches and 26 stumpings 
Blistkor Mttkherlss, Pslns. 

0. Which wicket-keepers have completed 
the 'double' of 1 ,000 runs and 100 victims 
behind the stumps’ 

A. A P E Knott. T G Evans, J M Parks 
of England, J H B Waite of South Africa. 

R W Marsh and W A Oilfield ot Austra¬ 
lia, D L Murray ot West Indies, S M H 
Kirmani of India and Wasim Ban ot 
Pakistan have completed the wicket¬ 
keepers ’double’ in Tests 
Shaihanka, Arpita Outta, Chandanaagar. 

Q What IS the address ot Sussex County 
Cricket Club? 

A Sussex County Cricket Ground, Eaton 
Road, Hove (England) BN3 SAN 
Amitath Srlvatsava, Ranchi. 

Q What are Kapil Dev’s and Qhavn’s 
address? 

A, You may write to them care therein 
respective Cricket Associations, such as 
CO, Haryana Cricket Association, Chandi¬ 
garh, for Kapil and for Ghavri c'o, Bombay 
Cricket Association, Wankhede Stadium, 
Bombay 400 020 
L. R. (maurasia. Napal 
Q. What are Test playing grounds in the 
world? 

A. Birmingham, Leeds, Lord’s. Oval, Man¬ 
chester. Nottingham, Sheffield in Eng¬ 
land. Adelaide, Brisbane, Melbourne. 
Perth, Sydney in Australia, Cape Town, 
Durban, Johannesberg, Port Elizabeth In 
South Africa, Bridgetown, Georgetown, 
Kingston, Port ot Spam, Antigua in West 
Indies, Auckland Cnrisfchurch, Dunedin. 
Wellington, Napier in New Zealand. Bang¬ 
alore, Bombay Calcutta, Delhi, Hyder¬ 
abad. Kanpur, Lucknow, Madras, Nagpur 
m India, Bhawalpur. haisalabad. Hyder¬ 
abad, Karachi, Lahore, Multan P^shwar 
and Rawalpindi in Paktslan and Dacca in 
fiancjladech 

Pramod Kumar Mundra. Calcutta 

Q What IS Itic* tiighesl lest total in an 
innings’’ 

A. 903 lor 7 wicket', tli'dared by E-ngland 
vs Australia at Die Oval in 1938 

Arshad Mphmoori, Hyderabad 

Q Wh.'it IS ilie Test record ol Lance 

Gibbs’’ 

A 79 1 ('Sts 27115 halls, 8 989 runs, 309 
wir KfIs 09 average 8 38 best tyjwling •. 

perlormatice 1 

,Ashok Sai, LIluah 

'0 Wti.'i! are Pakista’i % higtiest and lo'wnst 
scores'’’ 

A lor 6 fieri and 76 .ire Pakistans 
highf.t -I'ld lownsi total ro.spcdivoly 
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Anil Gngnen. Sahsranpw. 

Q Who was tho *'rst Indian captain who 
hit a cpritury in oach innings of a lesf”^ 
A *30011 Gavaskar 
Bobby Khsnna, Calcutta. 

0. Why IS Australia known as Down 
Under 

A Because Australia is geographically 
situated in the Southern hami’sphore, in 
the down South 

S M Ratique-ul-lslam. Burdwan. 

Q. What are the Test cricket records of W 
G Grace and C Bannerman'? 

A 22 Tests. 36 innings, twice not out. 
1.098 runs 170 highest score. 32 29 
average with 2 centuries is Grace s record 
and C Bannerman played in 3 Tests to 
I make 239 runs and orie century 


I Samir ChoHortM, Colortli. 

I Q. Who was the captain of the Indian 
■ team in her first Test^ 

; A C K Nayudu 
Klht, Dilip.-Baku. John, Jantoia’ 

Q. How many Test tons have been scored 
by ViviMi Richards'^ 

A. 13 m 44 Tests 
S. P Mamlal. Keon|har. 

Q. What IS the highest score of Glenn 
Turner 

A. 259 made against West Indies at 
Georgetown in 1971-72 

Pradaep Prabhakar, Guibarga 

Q. What IS the Test bowling record of 
Chandrasekhar''’ 

A. 15,963 balls 585 maidens. 7,199 runs, 
242 wickets 29 74 average, 58 Tests 


M. S. V. Ihiitliy. B aii g ol m i . 

Q. How many batsmen have crossed the 
6.000-run mark in Tests? 

A. Boycott (7 802). Cowdrey (7.624). 
Hamrriond (7,249). Hutton (6.971), Bar- 
nngfon (6.806) of England; Bradman 
(6,996). Harvey (6.149) of Australia, So¬ 
bers (8.032), Kanhai (6,227) of West 
Indies and Gavaskar (6.218) of India 
A. P. Naldu, Bhopal. 

Q. Whose prize wicket did M A K 
Pataudi capture? When, where, how? 

A. M C Cowdrey was Ibw to Pataudi in 
the 5th Test at Kanpur in 1963-64 

Atanu Roy Choudhury, Jorhat. 

Q. How many ducks has Sir Gary Sobers 
registered? 

A 12 in 93 Tests 


'Bridge 


I am not a great one for reviewing books, but 
when a new one by Hugh Kelsey appears, I 
cannot resisL His latest The Mind of the Ex¬ 
pert (Faber 6 Faber. G6 25) kept me alert 
(fom cover to cover The only trouble is that 
the title desenbes the book only loo well and 
as a result It will be only the top echelon of 
playei^ who will benefit from all of it Never 
theless, there is a gyeat deal of useful material 
for the improving player Browsing through 
the book. I became intrigued by the following 
deal with - I thought - a rather original 
theme For would-be readers, relax, I missed 


the winnir 
sight of all 


itay completely, (even with a 
r hands) 

♦ Q4 
10852 
OS7 32 
«A74 


♦ AB762 
OAX73 
OJ5 
4^93 


0 none 
C>QJ96 
OQ 10864 
♦ J 108 5 


♦ K 1 1095.3 
<;?4 

oak 

41X062 

South dealt at game all and this was the 
bxtding > 


SOUTH 

WEST 

NORTH 

EAST 

IB 

pan 

INT 

PHS 

4B 

pan 

doubiB 

pass 

pan 


The defence starts with two top hearts and 
youfuHwIth^S How do you plan the play? 
Apparently there are only three losers - a 
sp^, a heart and possible club But there 
B only one expianation tor West's double - he 
holds all five outstanding trumps To play 
trumps will lead to immediate defeat when 
West wins and forces with another heart' 
Suppose that West's distribution is S-4-2-2, 
IS there now arw hope? Will X help to cash the 
diamonds and follow with three lop clubs? No 
good* West wilt ruff and conbnue with Ace 
and another trump, leaving you with a losing 
club 

Somehow you must arrange matters so that 
you have a wrn/vrK club left if West draws 
dummy s trumps The only play that suc¬ 
ceeds, as the cards lie. b to cash two top 
diamonds, play the King of chibs and a club 
to the Ace, ruff a heart in hand and adt with 
alowclub Now you are aU right HWestrutfs 
and plays Ace and another spade, you have 
awinmngclub If East wins, you can ruff your 


(winning) club on the table and score your 
trumps at leisure 

Note the importance of ruffing a heart when 
you are in with dfb A If you don't make sure 
of scoring a tnek with the five of spades at thB 
stage you will never do so 

LmI week's geiz: I had an inguny about the 
legality of a pibyer using only his hand record 
card tor bidding and not loolang at hs cards 
Legal, possibly, but eidremely foolish After 
all. the laws don't insist on ^ looking at youi 
cards before you bid, but I find It a great hetp 
. Some years ago a weH-known player tned 
the record card tnek at a Mxllands congress 
Possibly delighted an earlier result, he 
absent-mindedly retained his card tor the 
next deal There was a curious auction, 
BlackMxxid showing that the partnership held 
SIX Aces between them Puzzled, they settled 
tor 6 NT, but when the cards appeared X 
seemed that they had reached the slam vnth 
only about twenty-nine poinls. The oppo¬ 
nents lauf^ied so much that they misdefend- 
ed, and the crazy slam made Now the 
opponerXs staged a tormal complaint to the 
Tournament Director It wxxjld have been 
simpler to have looked at the thuteen cards! 

TMi WMb^ gab: wXh plenty of entries to both 
hands, how would you tackle a suX of K 10 
8 7 4 3 facing A 2 in a no-trump contract to 
gyve youiself the best chance of five tncks? 


Chess 


Cliiikt* 


of very old games We be^nwXh the first one 
hi the book, the sole example attributed to the 
fifteerXh century 
WNte CwMMi Black Wiillil. (M”) 
1P-M,P-a«i ZPiP.BiP 
sa-8n.a-ai, 48-8«,a-i» 

Sa-BAB-nSi •P-BD,BlB 

78xAP-Di Bair.ga-azi 

• a-BS,8-B1; IOaiV,a-B3 

iiaxABia; i2P-a4.a-a3 

lat-aaMkaiB; i48iaEAB-«2 

1SP-M.PiPi 188-0,8-81 

l7R-8l,a-BJi t88iP.a-Bl 

aoaxBBAR-BI 

Thg lecond snows Wat rveii Wree hundred ynars ago 
attack ltd mx aWays tnumph oum defence White 
UBa Mmb: Black BwMiiib (Pans, 1680 ] 

tP-M.P-M| 2P-IB4,PiP 

IB-RRAP-BR*; 4R-a4.P-BS 


SO-O.PXB. 

7P-B3,a-B3. 

• a-a3.B-a. 
n B-83.a-u. 
I3BI-K1.B-IM, 
ISBlARlB; 
I7BIP.R-BR1; 

If R-B3,a-B4, 

at R-BAa-n; 

aSRiAR-RA 

2 iR-R 5 cAa-B 3 

aia-BRAB-Mi 


RRiP.Q-U 
a P - R«. B a P 
ioB-Qa.a-a3ek 
t. laa-RAP-Bs 
t. 14 a X a, IP I a. 

IS a I p. a - na 
isa-iis.t-Ra 
k 2 o«-io,a-aB 4 
2 aR-B 2 .aiR 
axa-tAO-BS 
B3. Ht-a.aallP 
R4i aiRiilBW 
Solmion ned week 
Black 


Yes, X IS well worth the long wax That is my 
verdet on Volume 1 (1485-1866) of the 
Qxtord Encyclopedia of Chess Games, edxed 
by (Javxt Uwy and Kevin O’ConneN Oxford 
UmvefsXy Press must be congratulated on 
overcoming the many problems that have 
threatened this enterpnse since X was first 
announced over tour years ago TheprcecX 
C3S will shock most chess^yers, but the 
more you look into X the more you wXI realise 
that are getting a bargain Volume 1 
contains, in figurine algebrac notation, about 
4000 fsimes, including - according to the 
dust cover - all the recorded games from 
1485 to 1800, all the known games played in 
every saroXicant tournament and match be¬ 
tween 1800 and 1866, every traceable game 
of the greatest playeis of the era (PtMhdor. La 
Bourdonnais, MKDonnelt, Staunton, An- 
derssen and Morphy) and all the early ^mes 
of Steinaz, there are also analyses by leading 
players of the day, illustrations of players and 
events and the most comprehersive set of 
indexes ever prepared for a chess book (85 
pages in all) He^ tor starters, are a couple 
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WMe 

mmm w aaaa (iwm - tama. asaet, ikt) 
(mi.<aapi«7a«3pMa3isa4miPP/3Ran - Biwk 

B iRv.) Ttw Qinish gfkndmasler seKM We «ue with 
a emu sacrifice 27 R - SSch' 28 R a R lor 28 K 
iR. Q-KB4ch.29K-Ktl Q-B4cH 30K.R1 Kt 

- B7cti etc). Q - QB4ch. and White resigned (X 29 K 

- Rl. man 29 Kt - BTelt knees male) 

PMBb Ra 1I8A Sokjlion new week 

A RwwHMatnrWPnie. DagStdel 1957) (BBMr 
IRBMXBIMBB - S etae warn a Haet). 

WiMa to play and male w MD nxwea 
auMtoa to ea iitB (teepi. taMMaiptaa;^ 
piBiiab«Miamii/iMBa - aBi la bmj i q x 
P< inraal2QiiR) ta) 1 R - Ql, 2Q - 84. IW 
1 R-Q3.aR-R4,(c)l R-84.20-k4. 

IX)1 Xt-Xa2P-84.(e)l I0-X6,2R- 

02.(01 n-B5:2P-B3 
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00t caught bcihind the wtcslci^! 
mm fbr a WaTRON TV right now 


When the willow- wielding Englishmen arrive 


Procrastination never pays , 
Now IS the time to think of a 
TV so that you have enough 
time to choose the best TV for 
wafching the Cricket Test 
right m your home 

Take a look at KELTPON TV 
It has amazing picture clarity 
and corner-to-corner brilliance. 
A lightning-fast catch., a high¬ 
flying ball going beyond the 
boundary. You won t miss any 
of the action on KELTRON TV. 

Added to this are the picture 
atability and sound clarity of 
KELTRON TV. Backed by the 
unrivalled aiactronics expertise 
of Keltron... and extra efficient 
after-satos sarvica 

Don’t wait till tha alavanth 
how. Buy your KELTRON TV 
aaily anouoh^. and maka aura 
of a groat Tael aaason flit^ 
inyoMr llvfog Mom. 


KELTRON TV A lew highlights 

worth considering- 

* Five attractive models— 
Deluxe to Economy 
including one with Stems 
screen 

* Sustained picture clarity 
and stability 

* Oparatas continuously over 
a longer duration of time. 

* True high fidelity aound 
and fine4uning. 

* Very low power 
consumption. 

* Ejiuemaiy lolfabie 

after-aalae sorvie’e. if R 

required. li 

* 13-channm solid-stata 

circuitry for multichannel D 
raeaption. ^ 

Bu^dHBJHONTV M 

ttMeNsemii^a paviionseiat! 


TM Bbl O 


TM 951 

SlKtEURDN 

krKJW-l-VAV Lo '5CW -vf* tfie paoole* 

Karato State Eiactronics 
Davalopmant Corporation Ltd 
Bombay ‘a Delhi a Calcutta 
Madras a Trivandrum a Bangalore 
Hyderabad a Ahmedabad. 


noisy soj 






















































